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PART I.— HISTORICAL: 


CHAl’TER 1. 


INTRODUr-TOUV- 

k 

%!!c))eral aspect of the times Commercial dislressy and Us causes, — Sources of 
public disconlrnl . — Views of the democratic writers. — Radical reform — Pa^ 
raUrl behveoi the Rrilish constitulion at the time of the Revolutiouj and atj^rc^ 
sent,~Royal aulkoritjj. — Parliamenlarij represent at ion. 


The aspect of the political world, at 
, the commencement of the present year, 
was, in several respects, dark and pain- 
ful. Never, perhaps, had there been 
i[pprf» splendid hopes, followed by a 
gloomier disappointment, thaji at the 
close of the great war, which Britain 
brought^to so glorious an issue. The 
era ^f peace, so ciuch longed and 
scarcely hoped for, coming now under 
such triumphant circumstances, was 
expected to u^her in a happier era, and 
^ heal all the wounds under which 
the nation ftid groaned. Instead of 
this expected felicity, peace was fol- 
lowed by a distress much more wide- 
ly and inly felt, than any which hafl 
arisen from the mobt extended w’ar-* 
fare. •A general stagnation pervaded ( 
every branch of industry. The loom 
stood still ; the merchant was involved 
in*difficulty or bankruptcy ; the pro- 
d\ice of the eaith sunk to a price ruin- 
ous to the larnur, wliile it allordod 


little benefit to the consumer, who had 
not wherewithal to pay even its redu- 
ced rate. The payment, by the rich, 
of an income tax of ten per cent., was 
an evil of very different magnitude from 
the fall of the labourer’s wages from 
lifteeii to five shillings a- week. The 
suffering, most serious in itself, was 
greatly aggravated by ignorance of the 
cause, and by total unconsciousness of 
that ignorance. When men suffer, 
they look eagerly for a remediable 
oiigin ; they are ready to do and to 
hazard much in efforts to rfihake it off'. 
A bad harvest :Paises insiirrecfion even 
in China ;*much more may the distress 
of the lower orders be supposed to 
operate, among a people so nuicli less 
►trained to habits of subordination. Tt 
is, accordingly, too true, that national 
poverty, and the ebulhtuuis c)f discon- 
tent excited or fanned by it, have form- 
ed much the most prominent feati.re in 
the history ot this and the following 
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years. The^ observations have led 
us to consiCer seriously the causes and 
grounds, both of this* suffering and 
this discontent ; and a fcAv remarks, 
such as our reflections have suggested, 
may, perhaps, form no unappropriate 
preface to tht history of this period, 
Strange • as it seems, that peace^ 
usually hailed as the harbinger of pros- 
pei ity and abundance, should have been 
the direct means of plunging th^ na- 
tion into such a depth of distress, a 
little consideration will shew it to have 
been the necessary immediate conse- 
quence. The extraordinary cxpenc^ 
of this war, as of every one in which 
Britain has long been engaged, was 
chiefly defrayed by loans. \Ve do not 
here discuss the political expediency, 
that is necessity, eitlier of the war, or 
of this mode of supporting it ; these 
questions are gone by, and have no 
longer any practical bearing. We are 
viewing the subject merely economi- 
cally ; and, in this light, the nation 
has long bee.n acting the part of a 
spendthrift, who maintains an esta- 
blishment greatly beyond his income. 
By so doing, he is plainly acting a 
most imprudent part, and placing him- 
self on the high road to ruin. Still, 
w'hile this extravagance lasts, plenty 
reigns in his household ; he keeps more 
servants, pays liigher wages, and af- 
fords more employment to all the 
neighbourhood than lie could other- 
wise have done. Suppose now, that 
his eyes are opened ; that he sees the 
gulf into which he was plunging, and 
begins a new establishment, in which 
his expellees and income are placed on 
a level, — nothing can be more laud- 
able ; — at the ^same time it is certain, 
that a gcneial poverty will be felt 
thron;4i nis est'iblis}irne*ijt ; aliunddrice^ 
and Cvioroi t wd; nu lorgcr reign there; 
the 1 f hu- will !je re- 

duced, a .d r line imjr.L be d smissed ; 
ftor cMM die ernpIo')ment be af- 

forded to the neighbouring tradesmen 


and artizans. Britain, at the peace,! 
was a reformed spendthrift. That larg^ 
portion of her capital, which she haa 
been in the annual habit of taking i?p 
and spending, had maintained through-^ 
out her population a fevered and 
ficial plenty. The loans paid a targe 
body of soldiers, yielded a mark.?t to 
extensive manufactures, and took oil a 
large proportion of the landed pro- 
duce. It we average their amoupt at 
thirty millions a-ycar, and allow 20^,* 
to each individual, (which, admitting 
the natural majority of women and 
children, seems very ample,) we shall 
And them providing subsistence for a 
million and a half of British subjects. 
Allthese,*bythepeace, were thrown out 
of employment, became superfluous 
hands, and ought indeed to have been 
sent away, if there had been any plage 
to which we could send them. Ther;f 
being none, at least on a requisite scale, 
they had no resource but to thrust 
themselves into the ali*eady overstock- 
ed employments at home, and, by their 
competition, reduce the wages of la- 
bour to a rate which scarcely afford- 
ed a bare subsistence. The evil is ren- 
dered much heavier by the great length 
of time during which the system had 
been persevered in, extending over a 
whole gbneration, and probably giving 
occasion to the rearing of a tonsider- 
ablcnew populatio^i, dependant on ♦‘hese 
foiced and temporary funds. This 
body, when the great machine rof ao- 
ci(?ty sunk into^its natural state, be- 
came quite a surplus population, ah^ 
a burden upon the comniimity. An- 
other aggravation arose from the habits 
generated amongthe mercantileclasses, 
by the feverish prosperity of war and 
monopolized trade, Inhere had been 
so rr any instances of fortunes^ raised 
from nothing, and by one happy spe- 
culation, that iniivt^rsal hopes of simi- 
lar success were excited. To earn a 
competence by a life of industry, was 
now regarded as a mean and paltry aim ; 
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all were in chase of something rapid 
|lnd brilliant. Under the influence of 
this spirit, every new opening which 
the continual shifting of the political 
^c|^e afforded, was filled to treble its 
rfctWlt ; and all the markets of the 
WorlVwere glutted with British goods 
BeJUi(g at half their prime cost. The 
Ba\c immoral avidity of making a for- 
tune, displayed itselC by th^ manner 
in which competitors in trade sought 
tft^run down each other, by selling 
their commodity at a losing price, and 
thus obliging their rivals to do the 
same, till, one party being ruined, the 
other was*enabled to establish a mo- 
nopoly against the public. • By such 
processes, commercial capital was de- 
stroyed throughout the kingdom to 
a great extent, particularly in the 
hands of those whose knowledge would 
have best fitted them to conduct the 
concerns in which it was embarked. 

From the very grounds upon which 
we have endeavoured to prove the ex- 
isting pressure to have arisen from the 
cessation of the profuse war expendi- 
ture, it must be evident that we would 
be the last to advise seeking a remedy 
by the renewal of that profusion. This 
lyOttld procure present relief indeed, 
but at the expense of final .ruin, of 
which the system had led us perhaps 
not far from the very brink. Some 
plausible, arguments* might have been 
urged for making the transition a gra- 
dual (fne, and for not throwing at o^jee 
oyt of cmplc^ymcnt so vast a body 
if persons. We should hesitate very 
much, howeter, to give any such ad- 
vice, or to recommend a plan, which. 
Falling in perhaps \vith the inclinations 
of many concerned, would be so liable 
to be extended beyond its proper li- 
mits a^d period. We should be sorry 
even to sec any intermission in those 
efforts to cnforct^ public economy, 
which form one of the main legitimate 
objects of a British opposition. At 


the same time, we canno? h^lp remark- 
ing the total ujistake under which the 
mass of the nation has laboured, in 
ascribing their sufferings .to the degree 
of expenditure which remain«, and in 
furiously demanding furrier reduction, 
as the means of imnwediate^elief. Re- 
duction is no doubt an excellent thing 
in the main ; but its further adoption 
couW have no effect but to increase 
that existing and urgent pressure un- 
der which we labour. Its benefits 
•would be certain a^d important in- 
^Iced, b\it they would be future and 
even somewhat remote. 

If it be now asked, w^hat remedy 
may be hoped for these narrow^ and 
distressed circumstances in which the 
nation is involved, we are obliged to 
answer that we know of no immediate 
one, except patience. This is, indeed, 
the main result, with a view to which 
the present discussion was undertaken. 
It would be a great good, if the na- 
tion should be weaned from delusive 
hopes, and should cease to expect re- 
lief from any violent and desperate ef- 
forts it could make. Certain measures, 
particularly those connected with an 
extension of the freedom of trade, may 
be calculated to produce some degree 
of improvement ; but it would be chi- 
merical to expect from any new open- 
ing, such sudden profits, as could in 
any degree fill up the great blank left 
by the cessation of the war expendi- 
ture. This can only be effected by 
the gradual operation of those causes 
which lead to the increase of national 
wealth ; the most powerftil gf which 
consists in the* constant exertion of 
every individual to better his outward 
circumstances, provided equal laws'as- 
sure him of reaping the fruit of his la- 
•bours. Britain, indeed, is not suscep- 
tible of that rapid growth, observable 
in some infant societies ; still the natu- 
ral advantages of the three kingdoms* 
joined to the skill, capital, and enter- 
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prize of he|; ckizcns, afford scope for 
improvement, to which it would be 
presumptuous to set almost any limit. 

Having made tliesc observations on 
the subject of the national distress, wc 
come to those equally unwelcome re- 
flections in^spifed hy its action upon 
the public mind. Yet, though this has 
certainly been powerful, it were too 
much to ascribe to it alone that b\azc 
of popular discontent, which has been 
so remarkable during these recent 
years. It v'as prepared at least byr 
some more secret principles, in thcf 
structure of society. There is a flux 
and reflux in human affairs and feel- 
ings. Frail mortals, once involved in 
the political vortex, seem unable to 
lake any steady or moderate view of a 
subject, and arc perpetually tossed be- 
tween opposite extremes. That blind 
and daring spirit of innovation, which 
was generated by the first spread of 
the revolutionary system, gradually 
gave place to tJie reign of anti*jaco- 
binism ; a system of bigotry hostile 
alike to the freedom of thought and 
action ; which treated as sedition every 
doubt as to the expediency of every 
measure of thecxi.sting administration, 
and which sought to give to the esta- 
blished church an almost popisli sway 
over the consciences of m(*n. Men 
gradually grew sick of this, and events 
occurred wdiich obtained for the pro- 
scribed name of liberty a reception even 
in courtly circles. The undisguised 
despotism estabhslied in France, the 
combined independence and loyalty in 
the efforts cff the Spanish people, had 
equally this tendency." So far all was 
well ; but it had been too much to 
hofie, that men should stop here. The 
tide, once set in on the popular side, 
flowed with a continually increasing^ 
current, till at length all the landmarks 
of reason and experience began to give 
,ivay. Other circumstances, almost new 
the history of the world, gave it ad- 


ditional force. The habits of reading, 
and the productions of the press, have** 
been diffused in an unprecedented de- 
gree among all classes ; while the ex 
tended facilities of travelling and coi^i- 
munication have conveyed the • 

of metropolitan society to the renx’^test. ; 
districts. Noble causes ! from wWoh, 
wc fear, some unhappy effects liyve .. 
arisen. The first and favourite use *■ 
which the multitude have made of 
these benefits, consists in the habit>>f " 
inquiring after news, and of reasoning 
and judging on public concerns. This 
is a natural habit, and which we shoiifd 
be slow to condemn. The hi\man mind 
justly seeks to extend its sphere of ex- 
istence beyond those narrow local li- 
mits which originally enclose it. The 
man, who feels sympathy and interest 
in the welfare of a large portion of hio 
species, is a being of a higher order, 
than he who is wholly absorbed in his 
private concerns and connections. Yet 
it so happens, that even in minds not 
wholly uncultivated, we do not always 
observe what is called politics to have 
the most improving effects on the tem- 
per and disposition. Too often does it 
appear rather as an arena for the dis- 
play of all the most furious and maho- , 
nant passions which can agitate human 
nature. If these arc its effects, even on 
not uninformed minds; with the vul- 
gar, politics are liti‘'le more than a vson- 
tinned system of abuse and invective 
agmnst those who happen to be the ob- 
jects of their enmity. 

A democratic body forms perhap?*^ 
a necessary, and even, within certain 
limits, not a hurtful element in a mix- '' 
ed constitution. Ever since the ori- * 
gin of popular government in Eng- 
land, a niimbei’ of persons may be ob- 
served, eager for change, and no* scru- 
pulous as to the means of effecting it. 
Hitherto, however, '‘unless upon extra- 
ordinary occasions, this body remain- 
ed drawn up behind the regular parlia*- 
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mAtary whigs, aiding, by its impulse, 
So push them forward, while they in 
Return luodilied and repressed those ir- 
rg^ular movements to which it was 
prpne. If ever any of those troops 
c too rash an advance, the whig 
cliietf employed themselves in a friend- 
ly Joiner, first in recalling them to 
tlipiNiatural place, anid then in throw- 
in^ protecting shield over any excesses 
into which thty miglft havc^een hur- 
^ ried.* This alliance, after having sub- 
sided so Ictfig with the greatest mutual 
benefit, was suddenly dissolved. The 
event took place unexpectedly, and 
during a pptiod of the greatest seeming 
prosperity. We allude^ the apparent- 
ly secure, though real* so short, pos- 
session of power by the Whig party after 
the denv'se of Mr Pitt. It was alleged 
that they had shewn a very peculiar 
^acrity in tasting the sweets of office ; 
that in seeking to satisfy their numer- 
• OU6 retainers, they had adopted mea- 
sures savouring still less of economy 
than those which they had so loudly 
reprobated in their predecessors ; final- 
ly, tliat of all these mighty changes 
which, with or without reason, their 
pofMilar adherents had confidently an- 
ticipated, scarcely one had been even 
"iiUTntioncd. So long, however, as Fox 
survived, his amenity, address, and 
long established influence, warded off 
an open rupture. After him, the supre- 
macy came into tne hands of Lords 
Grey and Grenville, men of aristo- 
cratic habits, of hig^h and proud ^lio- 
rtour, and wholly incapable of brook- 
ing the coarse reproaclves witl which 
. they were assailed by this class of quo7i- 
dam associates. ^I’he popular chiefs at 
length declared open war against eve^y 
thing that bore the name of Whig, ami 
loudjjr avowed a predilection for mini- 
sters themselves, as open enemies, ra-‘ 
ihcr than for the^c false and ticacher- 
ous friends. The people, having thus 
/quitted the guides in wliom they had 
long trusted, were open to the action 


of others of more congenial Qliaracter. 
This state of affairs was apon espied 
by some who <had eagerly driven the 
trade of anti-jacobinism while it con- 
tinued profitable, but who now, see- 
ing the best customers gondt to the 
other side, resolved to gjo along with 
them. It is a mistake to suppose that 
tlierff is any serious danger attendant 
on such a transition. The multitude, 
always wholly engrossed with the pre- 
sent object of their enthusiasm, forget 
and forgive all things to those who 
•will humour them in*it. The experi- 
%nent, therefore. Was completely suc- 
cessful ; and its proceeds were such as 
soon to call up rivals, who vied with 
each other in that coarse ribaldry, ex- 
aggerated invective, and extravagant 
promises from a total change of all 
things, which were calculated to re- 
commend their lucubrations to the 
reading multitude. The vastly aug- 
mented number of political students af- 
forded an ample and immediate reward 
to popularity, and under this impulse 
there was certainly produced no incon- 
siderable portion of that homely and 
declamatory eloquence, which suited 
the object and the readers. In run- 
ning the race of popularity, it was 
soon found the most expedient course 
to proceed the utmost length which 
was consistent with keeping on the 
outside of a prison w^all. It is true, 
that in performing their rounds con- 
tinually so close to ’these ever patent 
gates, it was not always possible to 
avoid being attracted inwards. An 
extensive circulation, however, could* 
pay for a fine^and a fev9 rm:)nths im- 
prisonment, not to mention the in- 
crease of popularity derived from this 
temporary martyrdom. Works eon- 
ducted on such principles, and beco- 
ming the popular creed in every part 
of the kingdom, could not fail to pro- 
duce a spirit which, when inflamed by 
public distress, must be dangerous >o 
the public traiu[uillity. 
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The democratic spirit which has for 
some time .paVt been so strong in this 
country, though probably a revival of 
that excited during the early periods 
of the French revolution, does not pre- 
sent itsflf altogether under the same 
features. It is of a ruder character, 
and not illumined by those lights of 
fancy and philosophy, which thfew a 
lustre over those daring chimeras. In 
return, its pretensions are not calried 
quite to so extravagant a length. Those 
early apostles treated with disdain the 
panegyrics lavished for so many ages 
upon the British cOnstitutio;., .as the 
most perfect instrument by which any 
society had yet been governed. They 
demanded that it, equally with every 
other, should be thrown aside, and be 
succeeded by an ideal system, founded 
on the supposed inherent “ Rights of 
Man.*’ The events of the last twenty 
years have broken the spell of these 
visionary systems. The British con- 
stitution also having become more than 
ever, and to all the nations of Europe, 
the object of enthusiastic admiration, 
and of eagerly practised or desired imi- 
tation, it seemed scarcely possible to 
deny that it possessed some kind of 
excellence. It was only contended, 
that this was 'past ; that from the glo- 
rious liberty enjoyed by our ancestors, 
wc had sunk into the most cruel and 
shameful bondage ; that all the rights 
for which they bled, had been suc- 
cessively wrested from us ; that the 
legislative assemblies were become 
mere tools of the crown ; and that to 
restore that, which could justly be 
called the British constitution, would 
require a change nearly as total as the 
ideal one proposed by the early revo- 
lutionists. This system of opinion is 
deserving of the greater consideration, 
since the general principle, that the* 
crown has gained and is gaining, is very 
generally held even by moderate whigs, 
.'*nd not unfrequently admitted by mo- 
derate toiics. Hume, who ranks pretty 


high in this latter list, does not hesi-/ 
tate to express his belief of a chan^ 
in favour of the crown. Yet,- aftet'^ 
bestowing a good deal of considera- 
tion upon this question, we hesitate 
not to assert, that the influence 
crown has diminished, is dimin^jjAiing/ 
and (we do not say ought to Ugjn- 
•creased, but) certainly stands in^^ho 
need of any artificial means to eitect 
its farthc* dimiilution. 

In the frequent references mad^to 
rights once enjoyed by B.dtons, Jnd 
now wrested from them, it is extreme- 
ly difficult to determine what is* the 
golden era alluded to. Np one assu- 
redly, who hj^ the least tincture of 
history, can look back for it to the 
feudal ages, when the body of the 
people, as in Russia at presjnt, were 
bondsmen attached to the glebe, and 
sold on the ground like cattle 5 wher 
there was not a House of Commons 
in existence ; and when the barons, 
who alone enjoyed independence, were 
more disposed to carry on discussions 
with their sovereign, sword in hand at 
the head of their vassals, than to con- 
fine his power within legal or parlia- 
mentary limits; — or under the Tudors, 
the most popular, but at the same time 
the most arbitary monarchs that ev^ 
swayed the English sceptre ; and who 
scarcely viewed parliament otherwise 
than as a council, ^whose advice t;hey 
were bound to follow only in so far as 
to themselves appeared perfectly ggree- 
ablc. The T udo.'s broke the powers of 
the nobles ; so far they did well, an.d. 
quite ffhconsciously to themselves, laid 
the foundation for the iuture rise of 
the popular power ; but the efforts 
which that branch faintly and timidly 
*made to rear its head, were resented 
and crushed as acts of unheard.jpf au- 
dacity. As little will this bright 
era be sought under the first Stuarts, 
when the claim of divine right and un- 
limited power in the sovereign, now 
carried hiv^hcr than ever, came into 
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Apen collision with the matured ener- 
^es of the Commons. The former, 
mowevef, unless by short intervals, kept 
Pu\^ field, till the long pent-up stream of 
Wetpular power burst its barriers, and 
all before it. After sweeping 
^wawhe crown, it was itself carried 
dqwj/ in the tide of its own raising ; 
anif^l the consitutional members of- 
the state were sunk for a tiiye beneath 
the waves of military ^espotftm. Still 
less will any Whig refer to the second* 
Stuarts, whose sway was marked by 
so many outrages on the rights and 
lives of the subject, and whose career 
of arbitrany’ power was only interrupt- 
ed by some transient paroxysm of po- 
pular frenzy. The only period then, 
upon which any rational man can fix 
as the golden age of England’s liber- 
is that which elapsed from the Re- 
yrolution to the commencement of the 
reign of George II., or rather of the 
ministry of Sir Robert Walpole. If 
then it can be proved that the British 
constitution, during that very era, was 
not so free as at this moment, the age 
of lost liberty, so continually invoked, 
will plainly prove to be a perfect chi- 
mera. We shall not enter into any 
abstruse reasonings upon the subject, 
Tbfff shall merely state a few plain facts, 
drawn from no very recondite sources, 
which must, we think, convince every 
on<^ who is not predetermined to be- 
lieve otherwise. 

0£ all the exercises of power by 
.which Parliament can display its irlde- 
jpendence and supremacy, the highest 
seems tobe,tbat of compelling thecrown 
•to change its ministers ; and any pe- 
riod in which thia^power has been most 
frequently exercised, bears, beyond any 
other, the stamp of liberty. Now, the. 
fact 14, that no one instance occurred, ^ 
from the Revolution, till the case of Sir 
Robert Walpole-TT-the very man under 
whom the constitution is asserted to 
have first declined from its original pu- 
rity. Prior to this time, there was not 


even the idea of such a power as ap- 
pertaining to parliament. King Wil- 
liam, indeed, sometimes made partial 
changes, with the view of conciliating 
that assembly, and smoothing the way 
to his grand system of continental war ; 
but however odious som^of his coun- 
sellors might be, nft attempts were 
made*by Parliament to effect their dis- 
missal. Towards the end of the reign 
of Queen Anne, although the whig 
ministry became very unpopular by 
continuing the war after all its objects 
tvere attained, they were removed, not 
by any interference of parliament, but 
solely through the Duchess of Marl- 
borough being supplanted by Mrs Ma- 
sham in the favour of the Queen. Two 
years after, George I. succeeded, when 
the whigs were restored to power, in 
consequence of the sole determination 
of the king. Presently Oxford and Bo- 
lingbroke, who just before commanded 
great majorities, and held their adver- 
saries close shut up in the Tower, were 
obliged to fly the kingdom, in order to 
save their heads. It was to George 
I.’s mistresses, and George IPs queen, 
not to parliament, that statesmen look- 
ed for promotion. After the memora- 
ble example of Walpole, this high con- 
troul of royal prerogative remained 
dormant for thirty years, when it was 
again exercised against Lord North ; 
and these two formed the only decided 
instance of its exercise during the cen- 
tury. Now, in the course of the last 
tw*enty years, parliament have dismiss- 
ed one whole ministry, (the Adding- 
tons) — one half ministry, (for we can- 
not consider Lprd Melville a« holding 
less than khat proportion) — and they 
have half- impeached a prince of^the 
blood ; and all this in the heart of a 
war, represented as tending to carry 
the royal influence to the most alarm- 
ing height. It does not seem extrava- 
gant to say, that these stretches of par- 
liamentary power, faiily equal all thoss 
put together made from the Revolu- 
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tion, do\vn to the commencement of a 
•war repreijenied as involving the dovvn- 
.•fall of British liberty. ‘ 

At the Ue volution, we find the crown 
in full possession of that Veto which 
the conatitiition professes to bestow ; 
it was exercised by William on several 
most impeytant Occasions. This pre- 
rogative is annihilated. The roylkl as- 
sent is universally regarded as a mere 
form, which inmt be affixed to*‘any 
bill that has passed the ordeal of the 
two Houses. Undci George I. it was 
understood that t-he bulk of tlve nation^ 
and particularly of the landed-interesty 
were tones 5"^ not such torics as we 
now see, but old genuine torics — in- 
veterate sticklers to the doctrines of 
divine right, passive obedience, and 
non-resistance — doctrines which, du- 
ring the height of the reign of anti- 
jacobinism, a faint attempt was made 
to revive, but which seem now con- 
signed for ever to oblivion. In our 
days, the loyalty even of tlie most loy- 
al, is a very cool and deliberate senti- 
ment. The high tory by principle, 
is merely a great lover of peace and 
good order ; an instinctive foe to all tu- 
mult and disturbance ; one who wishes 
to enjoy tranquilly the good things 
of this life ; and who dreads, in every 
innovation, a tendency to subvert the 
established order of good things. These 
are cold sentiments, compared to the 
emotions of enthusiastic loyalty with 
which our fathers utre animated ; and 
being opposed to the greatly increased 
force of tlie popular spirit, must neces- 
sarily produce a state of the public 
mind un/av5urable to^the increase, or 
even maintenance of the monarchical 
power. The action of this spirit seems, 


notwithstanding all the clamours to the 
contrary, to be exemplified in the com- 
parative amount of the civil list ; whicll^ 
doubtless, must always have been a^a- 
vourite object with the prince. In the 
reign of William, it was fixed 
liament at 700,0001., a sum whichSvoul(h 
be rated very low by considerY^^ it 
•equal to two millions of our pr<^nt 
money. The present civil list i/ on- 
ly 1 ,028,^)(X)1., *a nominal increase so 
small, as to be a great virtual diminu- 
tion. The salary of the office of kTng 
has, therefore, not been augmented in 
proportion to almost any other salary, 
much less to the remarkable increase 
both in the landed and monied incomes 
throughbut the nation. 

In proportion to the decline of the 
ancient veneration for the person and 
authority of the sovereign, has been 
the increase of tenderness and regaVj?. 
for the people, of the want of which 
they complain so bitterly. It appears 
almost miraculous, when we consider 
the immense amount of taxes imposed 
under the Pitt administration, how very 
few affect the necessaries of life. Even 
these few were taxed previous to the 
late war ; and the most important one, 
that on salt, existed already in the reign 
of King William. Plolland, 
indeed leckoned the most heavily bur- 
dened country in Europe, but which 
has now fully yielded to us sad pre- 
eminence, though a republic, had taxes 
imposed on bread and on butche^mcat, 
tlFj two first neecssarics of life. Ho\v 
would the honest laboiffer of the pre- 
sent day relish the revival of the taxes 
imposed in 1()9.'>, for the support of 
King William^s wars ? At that time, 
all who received wages of from four to 


Coxe’s iVIeiiioirs of Walpole 1. fi.'J. Down to 17 M, the electors of Westminster look 
ilie insli iiclions of the ministry as to tlie ]h rsons whom they were to elect, ainl who 
eonsiskd usiuilly of‘ two lords, one oi’ tlie Treasury, and tlu‘ other of tlie Adiniraky. 
*»VVT‘ sliall not iiujuire what notia a uvominemiation of this nature would be likely 
to meet with at the present day. — J/juI. Ill, ‘J'Jl. 
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, eight pounds a-year, paid a farthing a- 
or a shilling per annum, on every 
iJound. • The amount was doubled to 
•thc^e who received from eight to six- 
pounds. Those who had not 
(Unds a-ycar, provided they did 
Ti6t ref^ive alms, had at least a penny 
a- wc^ wrung out of them* So much 
formic lost golden da)/% of Old Eng» * 
land. ^ , 

Of. all the bulwarks of th% British 
‘.constitution, the liberty of the press 
has ever been justly accounted the su- 
rest ; and it is not unusual, amid its 
most licentious exercise, to deplore it 
as no longer existing. We believe, 
however, it will be found that this right 
has, since the Revolution, been*not only 
greatly improved, but almost entirely 
created. In 1692, it appears the House 
Commons passed an act continuing 
^e censorship which had been imposed 
in the reign of Charles II. so that 
at the precise era of the Revolution, nor 
for some time after, did there exist even 
the vestige of a free press. The cen- 
sorship was taken off, probably in 
the reign of William, though we have 
not ascertained the precise period ; but 
' the prosecution of Tutchins in 1701?, as 
regcu'ted at length in the State Trials, f 
"Thay afibrd a specimen of the ideas then 
prevalent on the subject of polhical dis- 
cussion. "The scries of libels for which 
thif^ person was indicted, are in a very 
moderate *strain indeed, compared to 
thosew which wc see daily issuing from 
the press with impifnity. lie c<9m- 
^ plains that preferment is bestowed by 
interest and /avour, rather than merit ; 
that the revenue is seriously injured by 
the choice of unfiUpersonsto collect it ; 
above all, that naval commands arc be- 
stowed on persons wholly unable to ex-* 
crcis%thcm. lie insists that the mis- 
management of the navy is a greater 
tax upon the nation than all the ordi- 


nary taxes put together, an^ coycludcs, 
we never had a better navy, but the 
wisdom of the •managers thereof is 
like a bottomless pit/' There’ are al- 
so insinuations about the influence of 
I'rcnch gold, though they do n%t seem 
brought home directly to ^he ministry. 
These strictures appeared so daring*, 
that Ihe Attorney-General prefaces 
them by observing, “ It will appear 
that fie has taken the greatest liberty, 

1 believe, that ever man took.” He 
then broadly lays down the law, that 
^ there oan be no reflection on them 
ffint are^n office under her majesty, 
but must cast some reflection on the 
queen who employs them and the 
Chief Justice follows up this maxim hy 
observing, “ If people should not he 
called to account for possessing the 
people with an ill opinion of the go- 
vernment, no government can subsist. 
Nothing can be worse for any govern- 
ment, than to endeavour to procure 
animosities as to the management of it; 
this has been always looked upon as a 
crime, and no government can be safe 
without it is punished.” These max- 
ims are not denied by Mr Montague, 
the counsel for the pannel, nor docs he 
attempt to claim for Britons the right 
of publishing strictures on the measures 
of administration. He merely contends 
that there is no individual pointed at ; 
and rests particularly on a most miser- 
able subterfuge, that vavp signitics 
merely any collection whatever of ships, 
and may apply to a mercantile as well 
as to tiie royal navy. Similar language 
and doctrine will be found in the con-* 
duct of the prosecutions for libel, after- 
wards instituted by the Whig admi- 
nistration, during the decline of their 
power. About the same time also, 
most severe measures were taken by 
* the House of Commons, against any 
criticism upon their proceedings, lu 


Smollcl, IX: |), ;>. t Vol. XIV. p. lODJ:*, ^c. 
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1701 , they voted, that ** to print or 
publish awy book, or libels, reflecting 
upon the proceedings of the House of 
Commons, or any member thereof, for 
or relating to his service therein, is a 
high violation of the rights and privi- 
leges of the House of Commons.’^ 

• Among«^the benefits of a free press, 
perhaps the most solid and valuable 
consists in the full publication of the 
proceedings and debates in parliament. 
This, however, is a privilege of only 
recent achievement. The rigidly ex^ 
elusive system oTidginally enforced, is 
still attested by a standing order, read 
at the opening of every session, which 
directs that no stranger shall be ad- 
mitted either into the body of the house 
or the galleries 5 and that if any have 
found entrance, he shall be ejected 
without delay. This order, however, 
is now read in the face of a large bo- 
dy of auditors, who remain quietly 
seated, and not a few of whom are in 
the act of preparing their writing im- 
plements for the purpose of record- 
ing every thing that is said or done in 
the house. The right, however, was 
established only gradually ; the speeches 
were first produced (by Dr Johnson in 
the Gentleman's Magazine, ) under fic- 
titious names ; and it is not, we believe, 
quite fifty years ago since the report- 
ing of parliamentary debates has bffen 
formed into a regular system. 

It cannot be denied, that the most 
plausible theme of the malcontent wri- 
ters consists in the enormous amount 
of the national debt, and consequent 
interminable taxation. The wars, in 
conscquetice of whichrthis debt has 
been accumulated, are represented as 
undertaken by ministers with the sole 
view of increasing their own patronage 
and the influence of the crown, and ^ 
thus buying the liberties of the nation 
with its own money. We cannot tru- 
ly but join in deploring this burden, 
fhe most grievous under which any na- 
tion has ever laboured. A vast pro- 


portion of the income of the higher 
and middling orders is thus transferrc'jl 
from those by whom it is earned or in- 
herited, to the creditors or servants pf 
the state. By the labouring classes qjij 
whose account the lamentation iy <^pe\ 
cially made, we do not believe it iCtnuch 
felt. The income of the natiqri^pn- 
tinues the samt:, though in diffe tnt 
hands ; and the whole being spent in the 
one case as in the other, must equally 
reach the class who are supported by ■ 
daily wages, and who, as v^e have ob- 
served, scarcely themselves pay any 
taxes. As to wars, the people, we ap- 
prehend, shew very little knowledge of 
themselves when they imagine that an 
extension of popular power would di- 
minish their frequency. All history is 
here against them. If we Idok back 
to the ancient republics, so famed for 
their polity and wisdom, we find, in- 
stead of this boasted prudent and pa- 
cific character, nothing but a series of 
war upon war. The great and weal- 
thy empires, on the contrary, after the 
ambition of their first founders had run 
its career, often gladly remained at 
peace while the cupidity and ambition 
of their neighbours would suffer them. 
The most arbitrary of the English^y^; 
nasties, that of the Tudors, was paci- 
fic, and was never engaged in any pro- 
tracted or extensive war, exiept the 
obviously indispen^ible one,,pcca&»on- 
ed by the Spanish invasion. James 1 . 
carried this disposition still fa.ther, 
notwithstanding the manv claims made 
upon him by the disasters of his son-, 
in-law the Elector Palatine. Although, 
however, this was entirely his person- 
al concern, he enjoyed, during his reign, 
nt>t a moment’s rest from the nation 
'demanding to be led into the heart of 
Germany, to conquer Bohemia a.id the 
Palatinate. Only the nearly absolute 
power then enjoyed' by the sovereign, 
preserved England from this extravh- 
gaut crusade. Not by its own cla- 
mour, hfit through the rash impetuo- 
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sity of Buckingham, the nation at last 
gft its darling war ; and though it pre- 
gftited -a* continued series of disaster, 
yCJ the peace with Spain formed one 
.among many better- founded 
Wca,, of Charles’s unpopularity. The 
foreign hostilities of Charles 11. were 
much less acceptable to the nation, 
whose just indignatioif was, however, * 
excited, not by the king s ei^gaging in 
these hostilities, but by his ming the 
. wrong side. The wars of King Wil- 
liam and Queen Anne were entirely 
whig wars, and continued always po- 
pular till the nation was quite sicken- 
ed by the burdens necessary for their 
support. The same may be said, in a 
pre-eminent degree of the Spanish war 
in 1737. If it be the system to under- 
take ware with a view to extend mini- 
sterial influence. Sir Robert Walpole, 
supposed to be the most diligent and 
skilful supporter of that system, ought 
to have been the most warlike of mi- 
nisters. Every one knows, however, 
that he was the most pacific Britain ever 
had; and that be sacrificed all his po- 
pularity in delaying to gratify the ea- 
ger bent of the nation towards hostili- 
kties. Perhaps, indeed, there were slen- 
der^grounds for them, either in justice 
"TTr policy ; but vague hopes of plun- 
der, and Jenkins carrying aboift, wrapt 
in cottony the ear which he alleged the 
Spaniards had cut gff, excited such a 
tide of passion as drowned all sober re- 
flection. Walpole, the slave of power, 
deemed it needful at last to sail with 
thfe stream ; bilt the war thus reluctant- 
^ly undertake^, instead of strengthen- 
-kig his influence according to the mo- 
dern theory, soon created a parliament- 
ary majority, which drove him from 
office. The war of 1756 was entirely 
popul^, and the peace made by the 
crown contrary to the inclination of 
the people. The .American war had 
doubtless a court object ; but no one, 
we presume, will be so hardy as to as- 
sert, that so great an insurrection was 


created with the mere vifw of increa- 
sing the crown influence at Itome. The 
domineering measures which provoked 
it, had the general acquiescence at least 
of the nation, with the exception of 
that part immediately concerned in the 
American trade. Even 4he most vio- 
lent steps, and those which most di- 
rectly drove the colonies into rebellion 
— the shutting the port of Boston,— 
the disfranchisement of Massachussets, 
&c. were carried in parliament, either 
unanimously, or by the most sweeping 
majorities. If it be said, that. this was 
fherely flie influence of the ministry 
bearing down all before it, why, then, 
we ask, did the same parliament, a few 
years after, turn out the same ministry, 
fortified by all the patronage of an ex- 
tended war-establishment ? We come 
next to the revolutionary war, on which 
dread debateable ground we do not 
mean much to expatiate. It, too, was 
certainly in some degree a court, or at 
least an aristocratic war. It met the 
full support of the aristocracy, as tes- 
tified by the immense burdens which 
they cheerfully bore, and the relief 
from which with difficulty reconciled 
them to the peace of Amiens. The 
renewal of the war in 1803 took place 
most reluctantly on the part of mini- 
sters, who had come in entirely upon 
a pacific basis. They were driven in- 
to it by the united cries of the nation, 
tory and whig, — the latter more espe- 
cially ; one main source arising from 
the vehement quarrel maintained be- 
tween Buonaparte and the English 
newspapers. The ministrjr sought in 
vain, by gratifjfing the people, to^ re- 
tain their j^laces, froril which they were 
soon after driven. Here, by the v^^^y, 

' we may observe, that each of the three 
instances in which an entire ministry 
was removed by the interference of par- 
liament, took place in the naidst of a 
great war, and solely in consequence of 
that war. This surely savours little of 
the reigning theory as to war produ- 
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cing 8u<?li a extension of ministe- 
rial influence, and being undertaken 
solely with a view* to that effect. Af- 
ter a vast expenditure of blood and trea- 
surCj pqtce was at leng th attained ; and it 
may be said, that the nation, taught by 
such severe ekpetience, would not again 
concur in^any war which could possi- 
bly be avoided. This w'e greatly doubt. 
We are convinced, that even now,wlien 
weighed down with such a load of 
taxes, and crying aloud under it, there 
are wars in which the nation would 
gladly embark. If war had^'been un- 
dertaken in favour of the South Ame- 
rican colonies, or if it were underta- 
ken in support of the representative 
states formed in the South of Europe, 
would it not be popular ? Have not 
the opposition prints repeatedly de- 
rided the neutrality adhered to by mi- 
nisters ? This remark we make, not 
in censure or derision of sentiments, 
which, to a certain extent, we share ; 
but merely to shew, that the voice of 
the people is still for war ; — that the 
excitement, the animation, the nen's 
wth which it is pregnant, are btill 
grateful to them. 

In considering now the future pros- 
pects as to the relative power of the 
crown and the people, we see many cir- 
cumstances tending to make the scale 
of the latter preponderate. An im- 
mense mass of patronage has certainly 
been lost to the crown, by the reduc- 
tion of the war-establishment. The 
army and navy are no longer looked to 
by men of all ranks, as channels by 
which a part of their family may be 
employecl and advarce^i. A consider- 
able number of sinecures aii*d over-paid 
appointmentshave been lately retrench- 
ed by a laudable zeal for public cco- ^ 
nomy ; and numerous contracts, which 
were among the richest boons that go- 
vernment had to bestow, were, by the 
^arrangements of Mr Pitt, disposed of 
by open competition. Taxes, wc may 
observe, have a double action ; for. 


while the disposal of their produce 
strengthens the influence of govern- 
ment, the levying of them is the most 
powerful of all stmuli to that patrbt-** 
ism which consists in hostility to the 
existing powers. But the situation of 
the British executive is now peculiar ; 
for, in consequence of the im,mense 
amount of debt, it has no controul over, 
two thir^ds of its own revenue. This 
must be paid to the public creditor, 
who receives it as a right, and returns 
no thanks. Of the remainder also, no 
profit accrues, from the large propor- 
tion paid as wages to common soldiers 
and sailors, who, instead of soliciting 
employment as a favour, must be bribed 
to accept, and compelled to remain in 
it. We may fairly conclude, there- 
fore, that the British administration do 
not enjoy the benefit of one fourth jof 
the revenue, of which they suffer the 
odium. 

After all this, we are aware it may 
be urged, that, allowing the power of 
the crown not to have increased, — to 
have even sensibly diminished, still if 
the public benefit would be promoted 
by reducing it still lower, and if the 
nation be ripe for a more popular form 
of government, are they not justified^, 
in seeking to attain it. Wc do not 
mean to say so. If there really exist 
among any people materials for a better 
government than ^they act^lly eujoy, 
he who earns it for them may attain the 
fame )f a patriot and legislator.*^ Still, 
of all operations, this the most de- 
licate, and calls for the most serioin 
preliminary consideration. To pre- 
dict the precise ultimate consequences 
of any great politic^al change, seems a 
lesson which experience Jias not yet 
taught to mankind. Nothing, indeed, 
is more common than for the most su- 
perficial politician to announce, with 
full assurance, what will be the result 
of his own plans ; but the event usifal- 
ly belies all these confident piodictioils. 
The architect who frames his cdiTicr 
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with fixed and passive materials, is in 
ajvery different situation from him 
whose fnaterials are continually moving 

^T)der his hands^ and have impulses from 
within themselves more powerful than 
that which he endeavours "to commu- 

*' nicate to them. There is in every so- 
ciety a vast latent mass of talent and 
ambition, greatly beyoifd what can find 

‘ scope in its ordyiary cir^umst^ces,but 
which, when the usual restraints are 

• •taken off, and when a new field is open- 
ed, speedily burst forth, and display 
phenomena never dreamt of by the first 
innovators. . How often, in a revolu- 
tionary movement, do we see all the 
first actors, forms, and principlys, swept 
away, and those which supplanted them 
supplanted by others, till at last an is- 
sue is pr&duced, directly the reverse 

' of^hat originally contemplated. It is 
not, therefore, without reason, that na- 
tions have usually declined making any 
sudden radical change, unless in cases 
where matters come to such an extre- 
mity that no change could be for the 
worse. We are well aware, that our 

• antagonists are ready to meet us upon 
this ground, and loudly to proclaim, 
\hat the supposed case finds in them its 
^p)e f 111 filment ; that no situation can be 
more miserable and dephatable, than that 
in which they find themselves involved. 
We heartHy wish it were in our power 
to pr4>ve this lamentation to be as whol- 
ly groundless as that made over the loss 
of British liberties. But it is evident, 
that the evils jvhich drive a nation Jo 
^revolution at any cost, must be not 
evils simply, l^it evils suffered from the 
Tftisconduct or oppression of the ruling 
powers. If natural •and inevitable, they 
can only be aggravated by throwing thd 
political machine into a state of disor- 
der. Mow the two evils under which 
Britain labours, and of which we have 
fully admitted the existence, are heavy 
taxtjs, and the want of customers for 

-.her goods. ’As to the former, its 
-weight arises mainly from the long wars 


in which we have been engfigeff. Now-, 
be tliese wars necessary or unnecessar- 
ry, just or unjust, they are over ; ancH 
there evidently does not exist the least 
project or intention in any qu^ter of 
renewing them. There is nothing ur- 
gent, therefore, in an^vilf the cause of 
whiclj has entirely ceased ; *even sup- 
posing that it really were more likely 
to pr|>ye a remedy than there has ap- 
peared any reason to expect. After 
all, the second evil is by much the 
Ijeaviest. Taxes operate only where 
tjiere is ^n income, — they take away 
only a proportion of it ; and, unless in 
the case of the rich, not a very large 
proportion. Want of employment falls 
upon the most industrious and deserving 
classes 5 not merely narrowing their cir- 
cumstances, but reducing them to want 
and bankruptcy; — the labourer and 
his family, whom taxes could scarcely 
reach, are stripped by it of their daily 
bread. Yet tliis is a point so little 
within the competence of government, 
that all efforts made by the legislature to 
remedy it are now fully proved to have 
no possible effect, but that of aggrava- 
ting the evil. The only radical reme- 
dy would be the justly deprecated and 
ultimately fatal one, of recurring to a 
state of war. 

We have thus endeavoured to shew, 
both that change is dangerous, and 
that’ there is no urgent call for it ; but, 
supposing these objections overruled, 
we are not unprepared to discuss the 
question, whether there be any by 
which the British Constitution would 
be materially improved. We shall be- 
gin with the eXe&utive branch, that 
mark set up for all tlie arrows of our 
patriotic reformers. With them every 
thing regal is the object of invective 
er derision ; and has become 

a regular term of reproach. For our 
parts, we openly profess ourselves ad- 
herents of royalty, of legitimacy, and ^ 
if there be yet another name more 
frightful and more odious, meaning the 



16 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


same thing, we hesitate not to adopt it. 
We meaii, that hereditary succession 
appears to us essential to the existence 
of legal and limited monarchy. This 
form ojf government is altogether inde- 
pendent of the personal charactef and 
qualities of the prince. Any extraordi- 
nary degree, indeed, of activity apd po- 
pularity on his part is not only unneces- 
sary, but is directly contrary to theapirit 
of such a government. These dispo- 
sitions would inevitably prompt efforts 
to enlarge his prerogative, and would 
favour success in this pernicious uq- 
dertaking. The hereditary monarch, 
like others fixed by birth in any high 
fortune, is likely to be a man of easy 
temper, indolent habits, without much 
vigour in action, disposed to enjoy life, 
and more anxious to preserve what he 
has, than to acquire more. He may, 
no doubt, be occasionally acted upon 
by the natural desire of power, and of 
gaining his ends ; but whenever he en- 
counters any serious opposition, will 
seldom put all to hazard, rather than 
yield. Inheriting a fixed and great 
place, he is more desirous to preserve 
than to extend it. He, on the con- 
trary, who rises from an inferior station 
to supreme power, is active, restless, 
enterprizing ; the habit of acquiring 
renders him still dissatisfied, while 
there is yet a higher place to be ob- 
tained* Such a prince would be much 
less disposed to confine himself within 
the limits of prerogative, and submit 
to the controul of a popular assembly. 
A more serious evil still exists in the 
dissensions^) which must be generated 
among those who coifle»id for so bril- 
liant a prize. 'Europe has had full 
opportunity to observe the tendencies 
of elective monarchy, She has seen* 
one of her most powerful kingdoms) 


after suffering by its means a lotig 
series of internal commotions^ emed 
at length from the list of independent ^ 
states. If these dissensions do not kad^ 
to the domination of a foreign power, 
they can scarcely fail to pave the way 
for military ascendancy, that power to * 
whose fatal predominance a popidar 
state is continually exposed. We are 
aware, that the case /)f the United ; 
States is quoted, in which a temporary 
and removeable magistrate has per- 
formed the executive fudetions in a . 
sufficiently respectable manner, and 
without any tu multuary canvas. Arhe- 
rica, however, is in a v^ry different 
state of. society from any European , 
country, and above all from Britain. 
She has a smaller population dispersed 
over four or five times the extent of . 
territory ; no immense fortunes, 
overgrown capitals, no masses of poor 
and corrupted populace. In such a 
society, a much lighter pressure of 
power will restrain the tumultuary 
principles, than amid the crowded 
cities of Europe. America, besides, 
has never yet been involved in any ' 
protracted war, which could form a 
veteran standing army, or a comman* 
der of high name and popularity. ♦ ^ 
Yet unless be reaUy come, ^ 

when men are finally to beat their spears 
into pruning»hooks^ these can scarce- 
ly fail to arise ; and already, indeed, 
America has only been prevented froija 
engagfing in a long war, by the want 
of an enemy wi& whom she could hope 
to contend. Such an enemy, and suclj 
a chief once formed, could only, we 
conceive, be kept down to their 
per place by the weight of a heredi^ry * 
executive head ; otherwise they could 
scarcely fail to became the ruhng 
power in the state. 


* The war of independence was carried on by militia, for even those consider^ as ' 
* regular soldiers, were enlisted for so short a time as to come really tinder that de- 
scription ; besides, that the nation stood then much lower still as to wealth and po- 
jmlation. 
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IF there be any trath in these viewa 
of the subjecti we leave the i^opular wri* 

« tera to consider^ how far the studied 
■•ol^quv and derision whicl^ con- 
tmuallv throw on every things connect* 

’ witn royalty, is or is o 3 t conducive 
to the true interests of freedom. A 
tendency to the vices of aelf-indulgence . 
is certatnly an evil to which heredU 
tary pnnees, lijke otheis unfe^tunately 
surroilnded with too ample means of 
^^tification, are liable. There have 
nodoubt been brilliant exceptions; and, 
after ail, these vices have been moie gross 
and conspicuous in individuals raised 
to the throne from a private station. 
Still they are prevalent failings of he* 
reditary princes, an d| k point of ex- 
ample, have certainly # pemkiOus in- 
fluence. Although, therefore, in a he- 
reditary limited iifeOndrchy, the general 
and salutary rule be, to abstain from the 
person of the monarch, yet we should 
not be sorry on such points to see the 
application of a little “ grave rebuke,’^ 
which, if it could not be expected to 
fall with much weight on the quarter 
towards which it was pointed, might 
^yet tend to preserve unaltered, in the 
minds of the nation, the distinctions of 
right and wrong. This, however, 
ought, we conceivefielMje done with 
an anxious care to avoid throwing con- 
tempt on the person and olfiCe of the 
distiti^ishfd indiv^ual thus animad- 
verted on, not, as us|ial, for the express 
purpoV of producing; that efFecl. 9 
’ The next* particular in which a 
change is still more pointedly and ear* 
j^estly demaifded, is the state of the 
national representation. The system 
called for by the xnaas of the people ii^ 
and always must be, one and the same , 
-—universal suffraae. The*^ fact is, this 
systenf is so natui^I and plausible, that 
we ou^t not t uch to blame raw 
pojliticians for i Sling it the best. Iiiv 
theory it f^ms Jb be so ; but in poU- 
Ucal affair^' first views are extremely 

\ VOV XI. PAIIT 1. 


fallacious. We conceivHt lur&niable 
that expedienc%| the tendeift^ to pro- 
mote the welfare of the sodiety, must 
be the main part of the merits of 
any representative system. J[t may 
not then appear very illiberal to assert, 
as a leading principle of expediency, 
that the administration shoufd be chief- 
ly in the hands of the most enlightened 
and best informed part of the commu- 
nity. The interest of all the orders 
of society is so linked together, that 
scarcely one of them, if they know 
yell whaj they are doing, will injure 
the rest.' Do we not see how Russia 
has flourished under a despotic govern- 
ment, because that government has 
imported, and as yet chiefly monopo- 
lized the knowledge of more improved 
countries ? We would never compare 
the Russian people to one, a large pro- 
portion of which are qualified to exer- 
cise a free voice in public deliberations. 
Still, being such as it is, who can doubt 
that, with a different government, it 
would have been a century back in ci- 
vilization i England, more happy, pos- 
sesses a large body of citizens, who are 
capable of the salutary and ennobling 
exercise of deliberating for the public 
weal. Still, if we consider cultivation 
of miudr as a requisite for the exercise 
ofp#feal functions, we must at pre- 
seUtk Britain, as in every other coun- 
try, testrict them to a minority. We 
are not among those who would for 
ever doom to ignorance, as well as 
toil, that portion of the society which 
subsists by manual labour. We see 
no obstacle to their attaining one day 
a consid^BIfe^esttcal: of intellectual 
Culture ; we have no doubt oTtheir do- 
ing 80 ; but we expect it, like all*the 
great processes of nature, to take place 
•only gradually, and after the lapse of 
ages. Knowledge, it is true, is begin- 
ning to dawn on all the dark corners of 
the earth. Multitudes who never read 
before, read now, and are^imrktng use 
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of theirVejyl/ acquired faculty, by de- bUnd paBBion of the numerous classes 
voting th^.n 3 clve 8 to pol/ticaldisctxssioti to whom tlieir slieets are addressed, 
and inquiry>®ut, though we see much All things then considered, we sisarce- 
to make this, class of persons suppose ly hesitate to conclude, that the meft,- 
themseln^s fit for the task of legisla- sure of knowledge and political fcquiry 
tjpn, we see very little to make them newly diffused among the less enlightr. 
really fit. This eariy dawn, shewing on- ened orders, is, for the present, rather 
ly the dim erroneous surfaces of things, a disqualification than otherwise for 
is more deceitful than even the dark* the exercise of any high political func- 
ness which it has begun to dispel. ^>De tions. The discussion f of such suh- 
feature which invariably accompanies jects, if' conducted at least in a some- 
the decisions of unexperienced'intellect what different style from the present,' 
on any new subject, is an unbounded may give, indeed, a certain enlarge- 
confidence in its own hasty decisions^ ment to their mind, and may lead ul- 
Thus no one judges himself fitted, timately to farther improvements.' Let 
without a long previous apprentice- the n^echanic decide the fate of em- 
shfp, to manufacture a loaf of bread, pires ovei? hfs pot of ale ; but let him 
or a web of cloth — most useful opera- not yet seek, by Jiis decision, to regu- 
tions, and demanding, we believe, a late the destinies of the world, 
greater share of int^lectual exertion Upon the grounds now stated, we 
than is commonly supposed ; yet they may be enabled to form an opinion 'as 
can scarcely be supposed so very much to the expediency of general suffrage, 
easier than the task of giving laws to Its evident and inevitable tendency 
nations, that the latter may be taken must be to throw the whole power 
up at once without pains or study. It into the hands of the uninstructed 
seems now supposed^ not only that classes j of those whose education and 
the legislator, like the poet, is born, habits disqualify them for forming an 
but that while a select few only arc opinion on those high and complicated 
born poets, all are born legislators- questions submitted to legislative dis- 
Unfbrtunately there is no science in cussion. Those better qualified, by 
which first appearances are so decei- leisure and education, for ^the task, 
ving as in politics and political econo-* must berso fat*‘Edinpletely outnumber- 
my ; nor any class of measures which ed, that their voice would have scarce- 
so often terminate in the direct con- ly any weight in the decision. The 
trary of their obvious and apparent multitude, in deed J. will, by several ir- 
tendency. The consequence is, that resistible causes, be prevented from 
the unexperienced politician not only chusicg repre8e;ntatives from among 
is very uncertain of being in the right, thems^ves ; but they wHl easily find in 
but has many changes of being in the another class, proper organs, who wiH/ 
wrong. A His eager z^aHqp for these court their favour by adopting and in- 
little-popdered ©yilftbns, and his infu- flaming all their passions and preju^ 
riate rage against, all who in any shape The councils of the nation, 

dissent from them, preclude all prospect • dictated from the ale-house and the 
of an error once committed being ever smithy, cpuld scaf^cely fail to bear 
retrieved. Far less are his eyes ever some stamp of the Si enes amidst which 
likely to be opened by the political they originated. opulent classes, 
oracles to whose responses he listens ; indeed, find sometir^JS a remedy, J>y 
^nd who, as already observed, know keeping the labouni^ pcj^ulatibn in 
their tra3e*ioo well not to use all their such a state of depression knd deperS- 
arts to inflame, instead of calming every ence as may entirely deprive tjiem ' 
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\ exercise of their free will in voting, constitution from takmg roow in the 


Such a, system, we believe, is earned 
on to a certain extent in Eiidand, ai^ 
i to^a much greater among the landed 
proprietors of Ireland. It is a remedy, 
however, still worse than*the disease, 
tJeing attended with the deepest de- 
pression, intellectual and economical, 


nation, and in ^raly ziiig, critical 

moment, any eSfbrts for jjw preserva- 
tion. We do not then wish the sway 
of the lower orders, in the national 
councils, to be increased, but neither 
do we desire that what they have 
should be taken from them. There 


both to the persons erWowed with this* may ‘appear room even for a certain 
vain privilege, ^and to the nadori in ge- degi^e of local adjustment between the 
neral. • ♦ places i^hich have lost their popula- 

■»From the whole of these considera- tioni and those which have gained a re- 
tions we awe led to believe, that there markable accession. A town has not 


neral. . 

»»From the whole of these considera- 
tions we awe led to believe, that there 
is nothing clamant in the state of Bri- 
tish representation, and that it is very 
fairly calculated to embody the sense 
of the respectable and intelligent part 
of the nation. We should hesitate, in 


perhaps Very much reason to complain 
of non-representation, if others, placed* 
in the same situation,, and having the 
same interests with itself, are represent- 
ed. But there appears to be a class of 


fact, in wishing to see it reformed up^^ newly-formed manufacturing establish 
on any sj stematic and theoretical prin- ments, which stand almost by them 


cigle, even the moat accordant with 
our own general views. There appear 
to exist in the present system useful 
'anomalies, which it would be absurd 
to, introduce deliberately, but which, 
being there, ought to remain. Thus 
although \/e Consider a certain measure 


selves, and have no means to secure a 
guardian of their interests in the na- 
tional assembly^ However apocryphal 
the authority may appear to many of 
our readers, Wjp should'perhaps strong- 
ly object to the very moderate and ra- 
tional plan laid down in a late number 


of property, as in the present state of of the Edinburgh Review. The views 
societ)r, naturally connected with the now given, however, would obviously 
information and intelligence requisite involve a dissent from the idea, that 
for the due exercise of elective func- the principle of such alteration should 
tions, we doubt th^aj^pediciicy of a be the reduction of the power of the 
rigid and total exclusion, evfn of the crown, still less the extension ofthe 


lowest r^ks. It is probably expedient 
that, the multitude* though in a par- 
tial and irregular manner, should have 
some organs in the House, wfto may 
plea^ their c^ise, and^ compensate for 
ibe smallness of their numbers by their 
‘‘zeal, and theiarge body by which they 
4lre backed. By their orations, even 
though noisy and turbulent, they may 
force into view those interests of them 
constituents, which might otherwise be 
overlooked ; theif clamour may even 
serve as a substit Ae fqr more perilous 
external tumUltfftst maybe questioned, 
whet^f the w*t of this might not 
have its effect iiT^reventing the French 


elective franchise to the less educated 
and informed classes. Amply suffi- 
cient, in this last respect, appears to 
have been done by the fall in the va- 
lue of money, which has reduced al- 
most to nothing the original freehold 
qualification or two pojinds a-year. 
At, the t hose ^ho view ^ 

things on^lhe whole aniM?. 

gard with alarm afly sudden and»^fx- 
tenSive change, may yet concur in the 
•correction of striking and palpable 
abuses, on single and special grounds, 
without any shock to fhe gc.htral sys- 
tem. • 
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CHAPTER H. 


OPENING OF parliament. 

Speech qft1{e Prince Regent-r-- Attack on kis Ro^nt lUghtess^^^Proceedings in 
Parliament vpon thu subject. — Debates on the Address in the House of Lords 
— In the Home of Commons. 


The first event by which the year was 
distinguished was the meeting of par- 
liament. The session proved a very 
busy one, and marked by the vehe- 
mence of its political conjBicts. The 
meeti^ took place on the 28th Janu- 
ary, The views and intentions of go- 
vernment were as usuarannounced by 
the speech from the throne, which it 
will therefore, we conceive, be satis- 
factory to give at full length. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

It is with deep regret that I am 
obliged to announce to you, that no 
alteration has occurred in the state of 
his Majesty’s lamented indisposition. 

I continue to receive from foreign 
powers the strongest assurances of 
their friendly disposition towards this 
country, and of their earnest desire to 
maintain the general tranquillity. The 
hostilities to which I was compelled to 
resort^ vindication ofj^hejionour of 
'A&coujjfry Rgakicfthe gonemment of 
A)gierSf have’ hem attended with the 
most complete success. The splendid,, 
achievements of his Majesty's fleet, in 
eonjunction wkh a squadron of thd 
King of the, iNetherlands, under the 

f aliant and able conduct of Admiral 
iscQunt Exmouth, led to the imme- 
diate antf\nconditional liberation of 
all Christian^ captives then within the 


territory of Algiers, and to the renun- 
ciation by its government of the prac- 
tice of Christian slavery, I am per- 
suaded that you will be duly sensible 
of the importance of an arrangement 
so interesting to humanity, and reflect- 
ing, from the manner in which it has 
been accomplished, such signal honour 
to the British nation. In„ India, the 
refusal of the government of Nepaul 
to ratify a treaty of peace which had 
been signed by its plenipotentiaries, 
occasioned a renewal of military ope- 
rations, The judicious arrangements 
of the governt^^eneral, seconded by 
the bravery and perseverance of his 
Majesty's lorces, and of those of the 
East India Coidpany, brought' the 
campaign to a speedy and successful 
issue Ij and peac^ has been Anally esta- 
blished upon the just afnd honourable 
terms of the original treaty.'’ ’ */ 

Gentlemen of the House of Common^ 

I have directed the estimates for the 
^rurrent year to be laid before you. 
They have been formed ypon a full 
consideration of aU the present cir- 
cumstances of thej« country, with an 
anxious desire to nK^e every reduction 
in our establishmen*t%Which the safety 
of the empire and sc^d policy allow. 

I recommend the state of the pu^jlic 
income and expenditure to your carl)^ 
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atid serious attention. I regret to be 
under the necessity of informing you 
that there has been a deficiency in the 
prodi^e of the revenue in the last year ; 
but^Ftrust that it is to be ascribed to 
*J^porary causes : and I have the con- 
solation to believe that you will find it 
practicable to provide for the publid 
services of the year^ withcmt making 
any addition ^^to the •burthens of the 
and without adopting any mea- 
sure injurious to that system by which 
the public credit of the country has 
been hitherto sustained.’* 

** 'Lords and Gentlemen^ 

I have the satisfaction of informing 
you, that the arrangements wliich were 
made in the last session of parliament, 
with a view to a new silver coinage, 
have been completed with unprece- 
■ dented expedition. I have given di- 
rections for the immediate issue of the 
new coin, and I trust that this measure 
will be productive of considerable ad- 
vantages to the trade and internal 
transactions of the country. The dis- 
tresses consequent upon the termina- 
tion of a war of such unusual extent 
•and duration, have been, felt, with 
greater or less severity, throughout all 
the nations of Eurojjg :^d have been 
considerably agghiyateoDy Ac unfa- 
vourable VJtate of the season. , peeply 
as I lament the pre|pure of these evils 
upon this country, 1 am sensible that 
they of a nature not to admt^of an 
immediate remedy; bcit whilst i 
^ s^eiVe with peculiar satisfaction tlie fer?* 
" titude with vdiich so many privations 
|«kavc been borne, and the active bene- 
- volence wh^ch ht» been employed to 
mitigate them, I am persuaded 
the great fifdutcea our national pfo- 
8 perrt 3 ^Ve cssentiffiy unimj^iihE^, stud 
I entertain a cdnfi 'hnt cxpcetatfo^ that 
the native ^ 5f the cottntVy will, 

it surmount all the 


difficulties in which we involved. 
In considering our intesm situation, 
you will, 1 doubt not, feel a ju^t indig- 
nation at the attempts which jtiave been 
made to take advantage of the dis- 
tresses of the countjjy, Sir the purpose 
of exciting a spirit of seditSon and vio- 
lence. " 1 am too v^ll convinced of the 
loyalty and good sense of the great 
body of hii Majesty’s subjects, to be- 
lieve them capable of being perverted 
by the arts which are employed to se- 
•duce them ; but I am determined to 
•omit no^precautipns for preserviiig the 
public jpeace, and for counteracting 
the designs of the disaffected ; and 1 
rely with the utmost confidence on 
your cordial support and co-operation, 
in upholding a system of law and go- 
vernment, from which we have derived 
inestimable advantages, which has ena- 
bled us to conclude, with unexampled 
glory, a contest whereon depended the 
best interests of mankind, and which 
has been hitherto felt by ourselves, as 
k is acknowledged by other nations, to 
be the most perfect that has ever fallen 
to the lot of any people.^' 

While the houses were proceeding, 
^bcording to custom, to take this 
speech into consideration, in order to 
frame a corresponding answer, ♦ their 
deliberations.were broken in upon by 
intelligence of an Unexpected and ap- 
palling nature. Before the debate had 
begun in the Lords, Viscount Sid- 
mouth rose and said that he had a most 
important communication to make ; 
that as his Royal Highnesbwas i^turn- 
jng from 4iic *" {niuiL % and the carHaga.« 
Wias passing in therari y..a^ lrtfe back 
of the garden of House^nhe 

*^a8S of the window had been bro^^h 
^ther by a alone, or by twO balls frbrti 
aahir-gun,^i<!;happeS^d to havebeen 
aimed at his Royal riigfttl^sS. Lord 
James Murray was thf!n called in, and. 


!fo%the present the commencement of the debate in/^e Commons, 
in order to give the whele hereafter in a connected form. 
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of taxai|^« ^In regard to the Nepaitl 
war, aldh^hile he wi^a eqoally ready 
to appiaua^e braVe^ of thoae enga- 
ged, hf required more information, to 
enable Km to judge of its causes and 
nature, and could, at all events, see no 
grounds for c 5 ;!le 1 ]rating It iq, terms si- 
milar to tRose formerly used, dn pcca- 
sion of the taking oi Sertngapatam, 
and the destruction of the Mysore 
power. He rejoiced at the aastiranees 
of continued peace with the continetit- 
al powers, yet could by no means con-j 
cur in the soundness of those^arrange- 
*ment8 on which the continuance of 
peace must depend. “ The arrange- 
ments,*^ said he, made by his majes- 
ty*8 government as the basis of peace, 
appear to me to have been equally ad- 
verse to the fights and independence of 
nations, and to the dictates of true 
wisdom ; to have been alien to all po- 
licy and justice ; to have been subver- 
sive of the principles on which the ba- 
lance of power in Europe was former- 
ly held to depend ; to have been de- 
structive of the interests of oUr own 
country ; to have been dangerous with 
reference to their moral influence on 
the British army, and mbst dangerous 
to the security of the British constitu- 
tion. Without having attained one 
British advantage, or consulted one 
British interest, the result of the ar- 
rangements made by his majesty’s go- 
vernment, with the governments to 
those schemes of ambition and aggran- 
dizement, we sacrificed the rights of 
all minor powers, at whose unjust con- 
duct we ^amefully winked and conni- 
is to** make of stis- 

piciotfaSd^trairt on the part of those 
very”goVernmenmhem8elve8, who hate ^ 
our prbrfpcrity, and envy otir com- 
merce, agalmit which they make war* 
by pTohibitdi^ duties, and by other 
modes of Bttadk^hhnost as injurious as 
,tboSe formerly resorted to by Napo- 
leon trtmeslL Such are the feelings of 
the^goternm^s towards lis, and they 


are answered by correspondent feriinga 
on the part ot the people^ bum 
with an animosity strongly directed 
against Us. Having been cSled upon 
rise in defence of their own ri^ts aiid 
independence in opposition to 
they obeyed that call. But having ex- 
cited thems^ves successfully in that 
contest, they now find their rights and. 
independence vi9k ted by those to whom 
they were formerly taught to look for 
the protection of both/' In our cona ■ 
duct towards France, we (Should have 
held one of two courses^ cither to con- 
ciliate that country by non-interfe- 
rence, which he would hav^ preferred, 
or else, hs^ving unsheathed the sword 
and conquered, "to insist on our rights 
as conquerors, and reduce its power in 
such a degree as might provide for our 
own security. The plan adopted />f ' 
maintaining an army in France, to sup- 
ort the present family on the throne*, 
ad the advantages of neither ; it would 
generate an implacable spirit of animo- 
sity in the people, who would proba- 
bly compel the Bourbons to gratify 
their resentment by going to war witn 
us. I should not have had very san- 
guine hopes of a long continuance of 
peace under any arrangements that 
might lyive bnaw^made with France ; 
but if^ny one system can be conceived 
more calculated than another to make 
a long continuance of peace impossi- 
ble, it is precisely that which his ma- 
je§ty*y government thought proper to 
puKue."—- He proceed^ now to the 
mw important subject of attention^— 
the internal situation of» the country.^ 

It was acknowledged tobeone of dif^’ 
ficulty ; it appeared to him to have no 
parallel in our history. The noble lords 
oppos^ite reprefienttd it as temporary, 
awliksjy to be succieded by aW era of ^ 
Increased prosperitr. Most heartily 
did he wibh that swi a befief might 
be -well founded 5 btl^, in his opinion, « . 
the evil was more deeply cootied, jifid 
had every character of ipeniRpencei^ 
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I The pmtttTB WM »o severe, the Uxa» 
tson fia iatoter«bIe» the embar^assoieiit 
of our mtemal alFairs ^ general, ae to 
Exhibit n apectacle unprecedented at 
the. termination of any former war. 
l^Jbaa heard the distress felt at the 
>«<t^inattoii of the American war, and 
the prosperity which succeeded, men* 
tioned as what might ifow be expect^ 
again to occuj. B^t, lords, I 
ask you, if, at the termination of the 
'^Imerican war, the whole population 
of the empire was affected as it is at 
present ? Were the manufactories then 
closed ? Were the prisons filled with 
criminals, atid the work-houses crowd- 
ed with paupers ? Were persons daily 
perishing iu the streets for want of food 
and clothing i and above all, was the 
extent of ihe taxation, and the amount 


the increase of the publijcradi^ of tSe 
nation.’ Is th^t the case at present? 
Is that the tenor of the from 

the throne, to whi^h yonr lordships* 
attention is now calM ? The deficien- 
cy of the revenue is most alarmiog. 
The sixp^es voted last ytt^r were thir- 
ty-§ve nnllions. Th^ ways «nd means 
voteif to meet them did not much exr 
ceed ^twenty millions, making a differr 
ence f provided for by temporary 
means} of above fourteen millions be- 
tween theexpenditure andthe resources 
for meetkig it. But, my lords, if this 
Abject examined more closely, the 
deficiency will be found to be still 
greater. If, from the one side, we de- 
duct the expences that will not recur, 
and from the other the receipts that 
will not recur, tlie result of the calcu- 


^pf.the debt, .such as it now is ? The 
whole taxation at that period amount* 
^ only to twelve millions. I allow 
that that was not equivalent to the ex- 
penditure, and that there was much 
pressure. But, my lords, will any one 
say that a less taxation will operate 
with a pressure not more removable 
than an advanced taxation ? Will any 
bne say that a deficiency on twelve 
millions is the same thing as a deficien- 
cy on a s<um;of five titf»‘*‘*jiiat amount ? 
The noble mover of the address says, 
that the evils of the present times are 
chiefly attributable do the sudden re- 
storation of peace. He forgets, how- 
ever, she interval that baa passed since 
th^ event. IJe forgets that it i^epn- 
csiderably more than a year since the 
^nal termination of the war in 1815, 
and that it is rapidly advancing to three 
years since the original termination of 
the war, which was indeed interrupted 
by only three moAtl^^hostUity. In 
three ^ars from the exclusion' of the 
American war, it;^wa8 stated in the 
speech from the^^ne, that the coun- 
was enjo|ij»the * growing bless- 
ings of peace, iiiTne extension of trade, 
improvement of the revenue, and 


lation will shew a deficiency of eigh- 
teen millions. And let it be recollecu 
ed, that this result proceeds on the cal- 
culation, that the produce of the con- 
solidated fund would be three millions. 
It was taken at that sum. But it has 
not produced any thing. That three 
millions, therefore, must be added to 
the eighteen millions, making a total 
deficiency of twenty-one mtllions.”— - 
The difficulties of the country, Lord 
Grey conceived, must be greatly ag- 
gravated by the present state of the 
currency, paper, formerly depreciated 
twenty-five per cent., being now on a 
par with gold and silver. This evil, 
he suspected, would be increased by 
the loan to France which was nego- 
ciaiing, apparently under the sanction 
of ministers. My lordft, our diifi- 
cbkies augrfieptedbv 

the state oY the curfeWT ^ JWff 
per was abundant aflU''«]^}‘etiated|^he 
* taxation was rai8ed,.aiid the country is 
iiQw required to pay the s^e taxation, 
when paper is on a pat* with 
silver. This weigha on jmaaufactures, 
on commerce, on agriculture, on every^ 
thing connectipdwith the na^maVprust 
perity, to a Begree whpaly uuprece* 
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dexited^In ^Vhat manner are we to re- 
move all rtiose evils ? ^Vhat new cxpe- 
<Jient8 Ijavevhis majesty’s ministers to 
offer I have already stated the defi- 
ciency f»f our revenue. I now inquire 
how it is to be supplied ? All I can 
collect from tfhe speech frorq^the throne 
18 , that life majesty’s ministers hppe to 
'find means for that purpose, without 
trenching on the sinking fundi and 
without making any addition to the 
burdens of the people. By what means 
then is this object to be eft'ected ^ I,s 
it by adding to the debt? I hope not. Is 
it to be by postponing the payment of 
the interest of that debt ? or by post- 
poning the operation of that measure 
for the liquidation of the debt which 
is said to be so essential to the mainte- 
nance of public credit ? Is it to be by 
a loan ? or by borrowing on Exche- 
quer bills Ministers had professed a 
disposition to retrench, but had given 
no proof of their sincerity either last 
session or during the interval. Are 
we then now to believe that ministers 
are sincere in their disposition to re- 
trench I My lords, this and the other 
House of Parliament must impose on 
them that duty. We must insist on a 
retrenchment very different from that 
adverted to in the speech from the 
throne. We must insist on a rigid un- 
sparing economy j an economy found- 
ed, not on what sound policy requires, 
but on what necessity will admit ; not 
on what government would have, but 
on what the country can afford. If we 
cannot extend the means to meet the 
expence of the establishments, we must 
^ ^ n tract the e8tabI felRAgtfgy<fr>lneet^tne 
ifL^C^ fe^ndit ion, that which 
woflid be apalfty saving under other 
circumstances, must be strictly enfor- 
ced. The splendour of the crown now 
must consist, not in the gaudy trap- 
pings of^ a court, but in making just 
sacrifices to conciliate the feelings of 
the peopla. This is true dignity. Even 
the claims of many meritorious sub- 


jects, painful as the proceeding will be, ‘ 
must be rejected. You are in a situa- 
tion, my lords, which will not permit 
to you iharwhich, under other circ»vm^ 
stances, sound policy might (jjlictate ; 
you must cJontent yourselves wurh«^o-. 
ing that which the necessities of ther** 
state will allow. It is the duty of the 
ministers to loo^k the danger in the face. 
They h^e a splemn and painful task 
to perform — a task that m^y expose 
them to the reproaches even of thrcii'^ 
friends. Not only superfluous ex- 
pences, but even comforts, and what in 
other times might be deemed necessa- 
ries, must be cut down. My lords, 
although I am far from wishing to en- 
courage the delusion that has been 
spread among the people on the sub- 
ject of one description of expenditure 
,that has excited much irritation tUid ' 
obloquy ; knowing, as I do, that no / 
very considerable savings can be effect- 
ed in that quarter, I must nevertheless 
say, that 1 think his majesty’s mini- 
sters are bound to shew the people of 
this country, that the expenditure is re- 
duced to the lowest possible scale, and ■ 
that nothing is continued except that 
which is demanded by the most inope- 
rative necessity. The people have a 
right to exp«<stAia«6 after the exemplary 
patience with which they have submit- 
ted to all the privations attendant 
on the late dreadf j1 struggle.” Lord 
Grey finally adverted to the atro- 
cious/attempt of yesterday, which he 
condemned in the strongest manner, 
but did not believe that there existet^ 
any design against the life of his Roy a* 
Highness. , However blameable also 
might be the language used in popular 
assemblies, he did not believe that there 
existed in m^urwpersons a desire to 
overturn the British constitution. He 
trusted that these.would not be made 
a pretext for the intfoduction of new 
laws, inconsistent w\|h.the true spirit. ^ 
of the British constitution. He coti- 
eluded with moving an amendment-r^ • 
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urging the necessity of r^d economy, 
and of 9 strict inquiry being made into 
.the state of the nation. 

^ ‘tarlkGrey was answered by the 
'Earlfl# Harrowby. That nobleman 
reason why the public distress 
should have been painted in the blackest 
possible colours. To adopt the course 
the noble earl recommended might be 
in many cases liighly injurious by sub- 
duing that spirit of confidence and hope, 
which can ^one give sufficient energy 
to rescue a country from a state of dif- 
iicylty, and restore its prosperity. The 
noble earl qalled on their lordships to 
credit facts to which they could not 
give their assent. It was, for instance, 
impossible for them to agree with him 
in declaring, that the present distress 
exceeded that of every former period 
of^difficulty known in the country, 

S ow were their lordships to concur in 
at opinion ? He recollected former 
periods of distress which had given rise 
to complaints as loud as those which 
were made at present. The American 
war had been alluded to, and he believed 
the noble earl entered parliament soon 
after the termination oPthat contest. 
It -could not be forgotten that the lan- 
guage of that day was distinguished by 
the strongest desponVency. The noble 
earl had •alluded to the state of the 
country in the year 1783 ; but he 
ought to have’recolibcted, that at that 
period our [public debt had inc^reased 
in the course of ten years by a su»||, the 
Uiterest of whkh was 4,800,000/., wWe 
the whole revenue raised to meet^ 
Imounted onfy to 1,700,000/. Here 
was a state of things which might fairly 
ae put in the balance with the embar^ 
ras'fements of the present ogrtod. In , 
that ^me year exports 

amounted to the great sum of ten 
millions, while in the year which had 
u^t expired hald fallen to so low 
Instate as to BSphly twenty-eight mil- 
lions. So much for the prosperity of 
1 783, •compared with that of 1817 I 


The country had then a dibt g^adually 
accumulating, without meani prepared 
for its reduction ; no man had then been 
bold enough to propose a remedy for 
this- enormous evil. At preifent the 
country possessed a sinking fund 
amountijjjil^ to about ik)ufteen millions, 

. How*(fould the present distress be at- 
tributed to taxation, when the country 
had Seen in a state of prosperity at a 
time when it paid eighteen millions 
more of taxes ? He was convinced that 
ahe suffering would be only temporary. 
Igut to \ 55 hatever degree that distress 
extended, had it not been balanced by 
great advantages ? It would be strange 
indeed if any man could look back to 
the events which had occurred during 
the last twenty years, and not oppose 
to that distress the important acquisi- 
tions made by the country during the 
same period ; the rank to which we 
had risen among nations, the security 
we had obtained, the imperishable 
glory we had conquered. He could 
not agree in thinking that the atrocious 
outrage of yesterday had any other ob- 
ject than a similar attack made on the 
sovereign more than twenty years ago. 
But it was not surprising that the minds 
of the ignorant were worked up to ex- 
cesses, when they were daily excited, 
not only to hatred of the sovereign, but 
of his government, and indeed of every 
government. This was the effect to be 
expected from the inflammatory publi- 
cations circulated among them, with a 
most mischievous industry. These 
publications were distributed among a 
Pg^le smarting at presewt under dis- 
til, ajftrSinTorffltwitelY- therefore, 
upon a"«oil calcul^te^^tJCiJ^dVce the 
, fruits which had been witnessed.^^ In 
this respect the situation of the country 
•Required the greatest attention, and he 
hoped the' subject would speedily oc- 
cupj^ the fullest consideration of par- ^ 
liament. He should think himself at« 
tempting to ^pose on the undefstand- ^ 
iiig of their lordships, were he to hold 
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put auf oth^r view than that which he 
had done* with regard to the state of 
the public mind. In the meantime he 
rejoiced to state, that however their 
lordshif/S might differ on certain ques* 
tioos of policy^ he was perfectly satis- 
fied that they a^ agreed iiv^enerating 
the magxuficent edifice of tfie* British 
constitution, which had existed with 
glory for so many ages, and also that 
they were all determined to maintain it. 

£arlOro8vcnorsupportedtheamend- 
ment, andcondemned the whole conduot 
ofmimBters. Notwithstandingthemai^y 
thousands who severely felt the difficul- 
ties of the times ; notwithstanding the 
sufferings of that important, but now 
almost extinguished class, the country 
gentlemen ; notwithstanding that al- 
most all, excepting those who lived by 
the taxes, were compelled to mal^e the 
greatest sacrifices ; notwithstanding all 
these considerations, he derived a far 
more melancholy view from the con- 
viction that ministers were determined 
to resist every reasonable plan of eco- 
nomy and reform. 

The Earl of Aberdeen supported the 
address, and Lord St John the amend- 
ment. 

Earl Bathurst said, the military es- 
tablishments of the country would be 
reduced, not as low as they possibly 
could be, but as low as the safety of 
the nation would admit. — The address 
did not pledge the house to approve 
of the objects of the Nepaul war, but 
merely of the ability and valour with 
which it had been conducted. — As to 
the loan wlicch some capital ists of tfiis 

^untry wer|;ju;q>rfTttg Vo 

ncovprnt»<»Ti»^ he miist say 
that* he knew oi no law to prevent tiie 
capitalists of this countiy from making 
the most beneficial application of theii^ 
capital, particularly in leading it to a 
government in a state of amity and 
.alliance with this country. But this 
loan v^uld not, as the np.ble earl seem- 
ed to imagincr, press exclusively on the 


English money market ; on the con- 
trary, it would be advanced hj a variety 
of capitalists of all nations, without disr 
crimination ; and he was most Uappiy-tb 
learn, that a very considerable jjortion 
of it woulif come from the momed'^/ 2m 
of France. He would not now go Back 
. to the consideration of the peace, which 
had already received the approbation 
of parliament pbut the noble lord was 
mistaken if he supposed its only objeef;, 
was to maintain the Bourl^ons on the 
throne of France. The first object, 
hd would admit, was to give support 
to that family, as the most likely mode 
of securing the general peace of Europe ; 
but therj was a second object, to secure 
the fulfilment of the indemnities stipu- 
lated in the peace of Paris ; and thirdly, 
to occupy the frontier towns of France, 
imtil the left bank of the Rhine was 
adequately secured by the erection 
barriers against the future aggressions 
of that country; more particularly after 
the treaty had confirmed its territorial 
integrity. With respect to the first of 
these objects, why was it thought de- 
sirable ? Chiefly because the whole 
French army had shewn itself radically 
hostile to the Bourbon family. That 
array was now disbanded, but if it had 
been lef"^ in fulllBrce, there was little 
doubt but it would have operated to 
the immediate overthrow of the Bour- 
bon dynasty. “ 

Th^ Marquis Wellesley wished to 
impiy^s upon the House the iluties 
iqp^josed upon them by* the distressejs 
,6!t the nation. Was this a day for 
compliment— -for courtly professions^, 
-^for the mere repetition of the words 
f>f the minister’s speech ? Were they 
only to 'r. joice with the crown on the 
glory that ^i^J=CC?B^ltry had otjtained, 
and not to look to the condition in 
which those victories had left the coun- 
try ? It was manifest that those dis- 
tresses had been growkig to the height’; 
which now astounded the firmest mindj^ 
by blow but perceptible degree and 
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ministers must have seen |he progress. 
Why, th^n, did they. not assemble the 
parliament earlier ? Why deprive the 
«QU«try|of that constitutional coun- 
jpl.to wiich they were entitled, and to 
|)|^jai^ney were naturally led to look 
%pror redress. The address proposed, 
mecely re-echoing the <;old cautionary 
terms of the speech, appeared to him 
not at all suited to the pra^pnt exi- 
* gency* He could not hope that the 
resent distress would be only tem- 
, porary, wheh he saw the unmerciful 
hostility with which our trade and ma- 
nufactures were viewed on the conti- 
tinent.— Mlhisters said the distress was 


be more grateful to his Jwn feelings 
than that the noble Marquis Ihould be 
more useful to that empire than he 
himself had been. He deprecated the 
wild theories of reform whiAi were 
afloat ; universal suffrage and annual 
parliamciAa appeared .to ^iqj subver.. 
. sive of Yne very nature of the consti- 
tution! Miniaters had been to blame 
in allowing things to proceed to this 
height without calling parliament. — 
The noble lord then concluded with 
aardent expressions of his attachment 
tq the coj^titution.— “ I trust I may 
say that no man can be a stauncher 
friend to it than I am. I was born 


^ temporary ! He should probably asto- under the influence of this glorious 
i^ish the noble president, when he said constitution : I was educated in its 
he should agree with him — yes — the principles ; to it I owe almost every 
distress was temporary. It arose, as thing : no man owes more to it than 
'^a^aid, from the inordinate expendi- I do ; no family owes more to it than 
Unre of the country — and that would mine. I have, therefore, reason to love 
temporary, for there must be an end and admire it, and I would gladly lay 
of itv That day, he pronounced it, down my life to support it. ‘ Defendi 
must put an end it. This scandalous rempuhlicam adolescens ; non deseram 
profusion could not go on. Parlia- senex' These are the principles by 
merit anust do its duty. There was which I am prepared to abide. I would 
' no longer a refuge to be found from give the public every practical relief, 
the cries of the hungry, the famished I admire their fortitude, I compas- 
population. The army must be re- sionate their sufferings, and I call upon 
, duced. He had no hesitation in say- this House, as in duty bound, to make 
ing, that, with every rjfgard^to the every possible sacrifice for their bc- 
dignity oi^ the crown, to the main- nefit.*' 

teiiancc of our rank as a nation, and X.ord Sidmouth, while he admitted 
security of the em[fire, it might be the distress of the nation, trusted that 
greatly redu/jed. The civil list^also, it was only temporary. The stagna- 
andalltheestablishmenjs of every tion of the manufactures, he conceived, 

: miiHt be retrenched with no sparing arose less from foreign exclusion, than 
hand. — As to the war in India, it seenSv from the decrease of consumption ari- 
to him to bft necessary, as far as he \iiQg^from the general distreSIt though- 
could, from imperfect acquaintance, out lyji^ 

understand the causes of it ; from re-^ complained that th^ speech Qcm the 
collection, however, of the teg^ory of throne had referred to latC acts of vio- 
Nepaul, he had sonsjx whether lence, before sufficient grounds had 

ail undtie importance had not been bteen laid before the House to justify 
given to that expedition. However such allusion. He should have thought’ 

^ this might be, he thouglit the conduct that the circumstances alluded to were 
the noble Marquis at the head of sufficiently notorious to the House, in- 
that government was marked by inte- dependently any detailed evidence 
"g'vity ayd ability ; and nothing could on the subject. It was impossible that 
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the House Wuld be better informed compelled to do otherwise by a vote of 
than it ah-eady was i|pon the general the House. As to the revenue, it had 
state of the country ; but he was au- totally failed. There was not now a 
thoris^d to state, that he should on sinking fund in existence, meaning by; 
Friday (jrnext present a message from that term a surplus of revenue 'Sver ex- 
the Prince Regent upon the subject, penditure, applicable to the payTi-u^oP 
and it would bt^ for their Ij^^dships to the debt. He was convinced that inrife-. 
inquire into and examine theV-auscs of whole of the sinking fund were applied 
that state, and for that purpose, ill ne- to ordinary sen^ices, itVould be neces- 
cessary papers and information ./ould sary to borrow ten millions in addition. , 
be laid before their lordships. Such evus could not Have ariseil from - 

LordDarnley considered the speech mere temporary causes, or from tho ! 
as not suited to the situation in whic^ transition from war to peace. The 
the country stood, and disapproved of real causes of tlie distress were the im- 
the address. ^ mense debt and taxation of the conn- 

Notwithstanding the elaborate dis- try. It was by these thal the people 
play of their sentiments, the opposition were so^drcadfully borne down as they 
did not attempt to divide the House, were at present. When, therefore, we 
but allowed the address to pass with- presumed to exhort the people to exer- '' 
out a vote. cise fortitude under the trials they were 

In the House of Commons the ad- called to endure, and to be patier-^ 
dress was moved by Lord Valletort, while they made so many sacrifices, it 
and seconded by Mr Dawson. The was surely the duty of the House 
address itself, with the speeches of speak the truth, the whole truth to 
these young orators, was, as usual, an the people, and not attempt to blind 
echo of the royal speech to which it or delude them by a false statement of 
referred. Mr Ponsonby undertook to what were the real grounds of their 
express the sentiments of opposition, calamity ; and it was equally the duty 
He professed himself not at all disposed of the House to shew the country that, 
toexaggerate the distressesof the coun- they were determined to act as the re - 
try. He agreed with the last speaker presentatives of such a nation as Great 
that its fate was at all times, but now Britain wer^;, bound to act ; that they 
most particularly, placed in the hands were no longer to be put off their guard 
of parliament, and that on the conduct by the promises of Ministers, but 
of that House in particular during this would, by rigid .^conopny, shew they 
session, depended very much what felt as representatives ought to feel, 
would be the fate of the country. He what was their duty, and .would man- 
agreed with the speech as to Algiers, and conscientiously discharge 

and waved for the present the ques- j<^at duty. With regard to the'tit- 
tion of ladia — With regard to the'^tempts made by certaiiu individuals 
. re venue and the inflame the public mind, no one could 

rie'fdtP*ftiniself imperiously bound to charge him with giving any countc- 
difier from ministers. He referred to **Eance to them. The best way of re- 
the speech of last year, which had as- pressing'^an '^jB^ ild be by the House 
serted that the commerce and revenue determining to do tlieir dutjy. On 
of the country were in the most flou- what grounds could Ministers pretend 
rishing conditkm, and had pledged mi- that the distress was only temporary ? 
nisters to the utmost possible economy, Where were the resources from which ^ 
yet they had resisted ev|ry proposition relief was to come ? "Was it from the 
for reducing expenccs, will they were manufacturing interests ; AUs ! 
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painful experience of thousrands de- 
monstrated the ruin of those interests. 
Was it' from commerce ? There were 
House many commercial men, 
Jjut wajr there one of them who would 
he entertained the smallest 
of an improved state in that 
quarter. In looking arpund, the pros- 
pect was equally gloomy in every di- 
rection. The nation was at^his mo- 
ment looking up to the House with 
'an awful and indescribable anxiety. 
Every eye was directed to their pro- 
ceedings. By their discharging the 
duty which was now devolved on them 
in the manner which they ought, they 
would secure the love and aff^tion of 
'the people ; but shoulcT tlle^'act in a 
different manner — should they shew 
^the countfy that they still wished the 
\tfei*sion to be continued, then indeed 
l^oulcl every claim to public confidence 
he lost, despondency and discontent 
succeed, and, to say the least, that want 
of union between the representative 
and the constituent would take place, 
^ whiok. would be productive of the most 
unpleasant effects. He, therefore, pro- 
posed an amendment, in • which the 
House should express to his Royal 
Highness their deep sense of the dis- 
tresses of the a?¥ii thg neces- 

sity of ri^id economy and retrench- 
ment, 

Mr Bathurst obser ved that the last 
speaker could, with no propriety, rc- 
proaclf ministers, becajise the pre^enl: 
. state of the cowitry did not correspai>3|j[^ 
Tvitli the speech made last session. Th _ 
slate of things Tfiad changed since that 
time. With regard to economy, it 
might be observeef that the speech 
itself contained an invitatiop#^o the 
House to enter upon®* investi- 

gation ?iito the income and expendi- 
ture of the country. After a war of 
such magnitude and duration, it was 
p*4^{rpossible to biiing the expenditure at 
once to the standard of a peace csta- 
biishmyit. The right honourable geii- 



tleman had no means of co^nparing the 
expenditure with the revenite, till he 
knew what reductions were to take 
place. Even at present, with th^ sink- 
ing fund, they w^ere nearly on^a par ; 
and though this was not a state of 
things wnp;h could wqjh progriety be- 
come J 3 «? 1 ^anent, yet he lo^ed to a 
favoumble balance from the reductions 
to be made, and from the improvement 
of the revenue from the revival of agri- 
culture and commerce. Ministers could 
^ nothing to restore these branches of 
ii^dustry ubut looking at the internal 
sl^te of the country, and its external 
relations — ^looking at its wealth and re- 
sources, he was satisfied that confi- 
dence would revive, and prosperity re- 
turn. 

Mr Eamb concurred in the congra- 
tulation proposed on the issue of the 
expedition to Algiers, though he could 
not shace the poetical enthusiasm with 
which the honourable gentleman who 
seconded the motion had eulogized it, 
as proving how superior Britain was 
to all selfish policy. He should have 
turned his eyes to the system Britain 
had revived on the continent, and the 
dynasties she had restored. This was 
the only paragraph of the speech in 
which he concurred. He could not 
agree in considering the public distress 
as arising solely from the termination 
of the war. The long continuance of 
the war was the real and only cause, 
though the complete pressure was not 
felt till the return of peace. He saw 
nothing, however, wdiich could justify 
I^J^reach of the public faiili^towarda 

corojflairits against ll^e landhomJP\iTrei 

loud as they now are against The 
fundholder. These complaints were 
iK)w heard no more, for there was no 
reason for them. Rents had been re^ 
duced ; the landed interests were strai- 
tened in their incomes ; but w'ho had i 
benefited by Uie change ? The dis- 
tresses of the manufacturing and la- 
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bouring classes^ instead of being alle- ' selves. He deprecated all breaches of 
vtated, hid been increased ; they had the peace, disturbance, and riot, not 
been deprived of employment by the only for their immediate effects, but 
reduced circumstances of those who for their ultimate consequene^i. Ttf- 
cmployed them, and found no advan- multfor liberty and right, was^t only, 
tage by the diminution of the income dangerous "and destructive, butSiis*''^^ 
of those^ againf t whose w^lth they liar, and never kept its promises. Itje^ 
clamoured. Anyinterference^kh the in the end, through scenes of anarchy 
fundholder, he was convinced, iVould and blood, to a political tyranny, or 
be productive of similar effects, instead military ^^lespolism — the more fatal in 
of relieving our distress. Our situa- its nature, and the more hopeless in its 
tion should be supported with that consequences, from the circumstances 
firmness and patience that qould allc- that the people were taught to take 
viate every calamity, insteadrof leading refuge under their protection, from the 
US to attempt plans and expedients, more appalling evils of insecurity and 


which might aggravate temporary suf- 
ferings into irretrievable ruin, by de- 
stroying entirely public confidence and 
national credit. But how were we to 
support public credit, if we did not re- 
sort to such expedients ? He would 
answer, by economy and retrenchment. 
Parliament, he hoped, was prepared for 
entering into economical reductions ; 
ministers, he hoped, were prepared for 
the task ; and the country, he hoped, 
was likewise prepared. The poor laws 
formed a subject which urgently called 
for attention. The House, in adopt- 
ing improvements, ought to pay no 
regard to the rumours of disturbances 
or breaches of the peace. He allow- 
ed, in their fullest extent, the rights of 
the people to petition for any lawful 
object that they thought connected 
with their interests, privileges, or well- 
being ; he reverenced popular meetings 
which were regularly and quietly con- 
. ducted ; ( Hear^ hear I ) he reverenced 
the rights and the priv ile g es whjf\ 
waT^'^posetf to 
attend tc their representations as iriuch 
as any man ; but when such assemblier 
proceeded to violence, when they led 
to breaches of the peace, he was fdr 
'Vigorous and immediate repression. 
This conduct he would recommend, 

^ not only from motives of public secu- 
rity, but from motivec; of tenderness 
and mercy to the deludea^pcrsonstlicm- 


confusion. 

Mr Gh^ai^les Grant, jun. attributed 
our distresses chiefly to the depression 
of agriculture, in consequence of the 
immense importation of grain, to which 
peace had led. He trusted, foiv Im- 
provement, to the gradual operatiop^/ 
of the corn laws and other causes. The 
attempts made to overthrow our valu- 
able constitution appeared to him to 
afford grounds for the most serious 
alarm. 

Mr Curwen sought to impress on the 
House the importance of their present 
deliberations. This was no time for 
palliatives — they must determine man- 
fully U\ mefl the'danger, and must no 
longer delay applying a rad^::al cure to 
the evil, before a national bankruptcy 
and the ruin of 'the country became 
irresi(;tible and irremediable. He felt 
much distrust of Ministers on the sub- 
ieft of economy. Happy was it for i 
, them that the House had the vir- 
tue to reject the proposition for tlJe 
Gontinuanceof the income-tax. It could 
not have been paid without aggrava- 
ting in^^^nfold degree the calamities 
of the couttfey^ The gentry of Eng- 
land must now renounce luxuries, and 
think themselves happy if they could . 
procure comforts. Could the excise ( 
and customs remain unaffected by 
gigantic scale of retrenchment which 
was taking place in the expenditure , 
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What |u:o6pect was there then of an be judg^ by a Spafield^f mob* com- 
improvement in the revenue i The sink* posed m the scujn and filth of this me« 
ing fund must be taken and applied to tropolia i Can a grosser libaly or a 
1w#8aimi|ediate necessities. In better more unmerited insiut, be offere(^to th^ 
g^ier times, he should have been people ? Sir, the country execrates 
; to enforce the maintenance of those wretches ; no punishment can 
JPuJTlic credit ; but at present the dilE- meet theij^rime. Tl^yAave stopped 
cnitiea of the moment^ must be pro- , the voioi^^the people, and gif en an op- 
yided for. We were suffering, not so portulity for artful men to affright the 
much from thejdecline^f oi^ foreign timordus. They have been the power* 
relations, as of the home market, ful allies of corruption. Sir, I lament 
The deficit might be reckoned at to hear it held out that the constitution 
L. 35,000,000 a-ycar : diere was L,A C|m be ehdangered by a few desperate 
a-head lost to the woTjjpng people of and contetnptible demagogues. Very 
England. To relieve JHs, private cha- different indeed must be the constitu- 
rity, thouglf hyioUrable to individuals, tion of England to what I consider it, 
was wholly unavailing. He ^had no if such men can render the country in- 
.wish to increase the dilp^'ulties of Mi- sensible to the many blessings we enjoy 
iiisters. ‘‘ I, for one, am disposed to under it. What, sir, Is the conduct of 
lay out of my recollection all causes of the people at this moment ? It has been 
difference f the magnitude of the my lot, sir, through a pretty long life, 
danger that surrounds us banishesevery to be closely and intimately connected 
other consideration. We are in the with the working classes of the people 
state of a vessel which has sprung a of England : I have always loved and 
leak ; however the crew may have dif- admired them. From the various and 
fered on the propriety of the course constant opportunities I have had of 
un dei^ w h ich they have proceeded, it is being acquainted with their character, 

» timeior farther discussion ; union I have found the bulk of the people 
and action can alone save the approvers are eminently distinguished by being 
Or opposers j every hand must be ac- moral, intelligent, and industrious. Of 
tively at the pump. So I feel and shall late years, extended education has 
act. To induce th^ coii^ry to bear doubtless augmented these qualities, 
patiently rnany of the taxes which press Gross must be the ignorance of those 
grievously on its commerce and agri- who suppose them incapable of form- 
culture, we m.ust p»ove the absolute ing a correct opinion on their own and 
necessity of them. In regard to the the country's interest. Yes, sir, one 
alleged popular disturbances, I’looj^ eminent proof they give of this in the 
with the deep^t regref at the attciqpt exerriplary patience with which they 
.at creating alarm and division in tnbk are suffering privations that have no 
c|)untry— to venew those apprehen- T|grallel. Never did the cjjaracter of 
sious which on a former occasion ren- people appear sc^great as ^ 

dered the people o? England so blind at tjpi^mdii^nt. Activ^coTIRigtt-^k^i^ 
to their real dangers, that the i^lyead of* nc^roportiort to tlftt which ’^roews-.^ 
jacobinism shut the eyes o5\;ne nation tinated sufferings call forth, whefe 
on the prodigal, ruinous, and corrupt ^very feeling of affection and paternal 
expenditure of the public treasure, tenderness is hourly put to the 
What has occurred to sanction the be- Such, then, is the condv ct of tke coun- 
.Ut'f that the qountry is disloyal, and try ; and yet we are tolcl every precau-^ 
the people ready and ripe for a revo- tionary measure of force is provided, 
Js^tion ? Are the people of England to when there ijSs scarce occurred one 

VOlT X. I'AUT I. 
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instance of sin infraction of thp public ment ; it required an antidote contem- 
peace.^* fWhile execrating the base poraneous with the mischief, tp prevent 
attack on the Prince Regent, Mr Cur- the evil which it pretended to deprc- 
wen cpnld only view it as th^ act 6f cate. Mr B. admitted that c;^>nsida ' 
some dL-sperate and despicable indivi- able embarrassment had been fe|t at the^ 
duals, and was convinced .that the end of the" American war, chie'iijisvby 
people of Engljind loved ^^d revered the agricultural interest ; land had fall? 
the crown. ^ ^ en to twenty, ^d even seventeen years 

Mr Bankes did not see th|i,t the purchase | but this distress was not first 
speech and the address could be justly felt at end^of the var. It was al- 
charged with giving false views of the ways increasing during its continuance, 
state of the nation, nor could nsinisters and came only to its height at the close.** 
be blamed for wishing to hope well ^f In the third y^ar of peace, Mr Pitt be- 
the country'. Neither did discover gan to congr^pjate the nation on the 
any indisposition to inquire into tfie improvement ot -its revenue and corn- 
state of the nation, and of the national merce. On the contrary, our calamities 
expenditure, with the view of remedy- had beg/an with the peace, and bad con- 
ing the evil as far as lay in their power, tinned always augmenting. Ministers . 
Without reflectfng on the temper and had indeed boasted that they would 
loyalty of the people in general, it ap- impose no new taxes ; a mighty topic 
peared evidently that there were dis- of consolation truly, and the mor^>.«i^, 
affected spirits working abroad, who because we had abundant security that 
strove to convert to their own mischie- this promise at least vvK)uld be kept . 
vous ends the calamities with which No new taxes would be found neccs- 
Providence liad afflicted us. sary, it seems ; there was another word 

Mr Brougham conceived it import- more expressive of the fact, they should 
ant to counteract the influence of the have said, practicable. The ricrM ho- 
last speech — a speech more calculated, nourable gentlemen opposite must now 
though possibly not intended, to mis- have ascertained pretty clearly the truth 
lead the people of England — more re- of this position ; they must nave found 
plete with every species of deception — that to raise the taxes by a farthing 
more vain and illusory in the hopes it was beyoni^heii^powcr. The honour- 
held out, had never been heard to pro- able gentleman (Mr Banker) was like- 
ceed even from the most sanguine oc- ly to be much in favour with the coin- 
cupantsoftheministerial bench, (//c/zr, mittee, which doubt the minister 
hear!) But coming, as it did, from would propose to appoint, and against 
neutral ground, from a quarter that jvhich he protested thus early, as he 
naturally excited much curiosity, be- w^^‘ convinced* it vvoiiy only prove a 
cause it rarely sent forth two opinionaj^fesh instrument of delusion ; they had 
on the same side of any question, an/ only to select their old vried friends ?pr 
still more rarelyjp««tmientaRii:d'r.^te6 the service, with the honourable gen-’ 
^^MaHi^ETtogether, [a la: ) "x^ck- tlcman in the chaif — to give them mass- 
'ed^’WitR the credit d(5ri\ed from Vlie *'es of^^counts containing little infor- 
honourable gentleman’s talents, and his mation, a few witnesses who 

political experience ; (a laughs) gave less ; and towards the ertd of the 
still more supported by his habi- session, a leport would come when 
tual anti large professions of strict im- there was no time cither to debate or 
partiality, exemplified by occasional decide. But it was jjie duty ()f^.-k'\ 
opposition to government, in matters House to proceed with dispatch ; for 
where such resistance was of no mo- while it was delaying, the nation 
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subjects above ibeir compreh^nsion-*- 
and from whom did such alarfning doc- 
trines proceed ? from whom b\it from 
the very wholesale dealers inspopular 
clamour-— the great artists of outcry 
and deluaon — the men who, on every 
occasiom^ere the most fea^ to make 


Thap. 

ufferiiTg. It was easy to see how thecom- 
littee wauld be formed^ if the House 
,.iJ not take care that individuals should 
S?** placl^ upon it who were not merely 
the of government, but men who 
^e#I^Tcnown and esteemed for their ho* 

> nest, uncompromising, unflinching dis- ^ 

I charge of the duties cast upon them as • appesds to the basest passions of tlie 
•representatives of the people,— men of mob, |br the worst of purposes. (Heary 
;^right and straight fofwar^ntegrity hear f) From whom but from those 
l.'JZ-and not those who, unde/pretences who, in 1784*, had canted to the mul- 
*of silly delicacy. Were pupuing a sys- titude l^out chartered rights, and in 
tern of shifting policy, ^d under the li807 haoi.made them parties to a theo- 
semblance of impart^fty were em- 
ployed in tljrowing iiTOie way of jus- 
tice artful and advocate-like objections. 

He much surprised that nothing 
iiad been said of any arrangements with 
foreign powers on the subject of our 
commercial interests. These seemed 
VeMeoned beneath the notice of this mi- 
J^itary and politic administration. Yet 
never was our influence abroad so great 
— nor were we slow to use it for other 
purposes^ If a territory was to be oc- 
cupied contrary to the wishes of its 
liafMkMMiCs, and to our own true in- 
terest— if a new government was to be 
forced upon a people against their will, 
a dethroned dynasty restored in de- 
spite of those who had a right to re- 
sist it, there -was no ^ant o^^uf acti\'e 
interfcrenQ.f, — armies were sent, sub- 
sidies lavished, and fully appointed, 
missions dispatched.* [Hear, hear!) 

But an arrangement substantiaUy to 
beuefit*the c’ouiitry, to. revive its sinlg» 


logical controversy. {Hear^ hear!) 
Those were they, who now dared to 
tell the people that their sufferings were 
above their comprehension, who had 
yet assisted Mr Pitt in giving the con- 
stitution its first stab, and backed Mr 
Perceval in following up the blow — 
conceiving truly that, though the house- 
holders or England cannot understand 
the state of their affairs, the questions 
of the East India monopoly and the 
Catholic Claims, are subjects quite 
level to the capacity of the rabble. He 
concluded wdth trusting, that there 
would be no delay in setting about to 
reduce our expenditure to the lowest 
farthing. 

Mr Canning said, ministers could 
justly claim to be considered as alive to 
the distresses and difficulties of the 
country as the most zealous of their 
opponents. At such a crisis unanimity 
was surely most desirable — and he was 

- . at a loss to conceive what it was that 

ing commerce, no cherish its droo^g interfered to prevent it. The mighty 
fnanufactures, was disregarded as be^\, difference between the address and the 
nJath the notice of a great nation. Mr s^gendment, related merely ttx^he name 
Brougham denied the necessity of so ^ i _ 

gr^t a military force, chiefly required 
by remote acquisitions, Ceyl^, the 
Ionian islands, St Lucia-j^'ixe. which 
were me’*e burdens on the nation. He 
was happy to hear the body of the peo- 
ple^acquitted of disaftVetion, but was 
ntmgnant to hear Mr Dawson say that 
It was improper to assemble the people 
meetings for the discussi >ii of 



rv)pfvse<:l4^ be 

" ldb^daiy‘^ 

and Expend 
tiire of the Nation, or a Committee ; 
the State of the Nation ; and for i 
tidfling difference the peace of^ 
try was to be hazarded.*' MTHBankes 
was well known and justly respected 
for the indep^dence of his specche.s 
and votes. Bm how little arc those vvho 
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clamour finest loudly for independence 
satisfied with the exertise of it, when 
it happens to make against themselves. 

WMif my honourable friend's vote 
happens to be with gentlemen on the op- 
posite side of the House, th^i his opi- 
nions are ronduSlve, and his^thority ^ 
an infallible guide ; but whennw sen- 
timents concur with those held this 
side of the House, he is stigmatised as 
a man who does not dare to act upon 
his own view^s— as equally cor/tipt and 
servile with those who have actually 
enlisted themselves under tke banners 
of the ministry.” Ministers had most 
anxiously considered the distresses of 
the nation, particularly those which 
pressed on the agricultural classes of 
the community ; plans had even been 
devised for relieving them, but unhap- 
pily without any satisfactory result. 
The poor laws formed, no doubt, a 
most important subject of considera- 
tion — and he trusted Mr Curwen would 
renew his motion fora committee upon 
them ; but this was a question which 
could not properly be mixed up with 
other matters. Mr Brougham, as might 
be expected, had qualified the assertion 
of the original mover of the amendment 
by which taxation was represented as 
the only source of public distress, in 
conformity to a pamphlet (his own 
published speech) on agricultural dis- 
tresses, in which he enumerated thir- 
teencausesof the public distress, among 
which taxation was only one, and where 
he had also supported the doctrine now 
held byminiscers that the distress wouh 
beonly>:ftiporary. Ministers were 
f-vCUTJ^us^M^rddiict The esta^sfc^nt as 
* lq.’«^,.avj>ossible Kttjejry^ofny pmlhi^le 
tf limitation being Coloniis 

"^ad their price, but the safety of the 
l-.ngdom had no price — it was inesti- 
TteViiv^it must be guarded against all 
hazards^By^fil exertions. Sir, for one, 
I am not disposed to deny that the re- 
ductions and dismissalsyto which we are 
under the necessity of h^^ing recourse, 


do, in many instances, go againfft my 
feelings. An honourable gentleman, 
(Mr Lamb,) who never speaks with-^ 
out making a deep impre88ioi{'by*Itf5' 
eloquence and ability, truly ohfcrved,.. 
last night, that retrenchment is 
unmixed good. Such a process neces- 
sarily throws upon the world many me- 
ritorious and helpless individuals, who 
are adde# to the numbers of the dis- 
tressed, aiSfrl augment the mass of di^T- 
content thrc;ighout the country. In* 
truth, those Vhose duty does not call 
them immedi^^y to attend to the 
detailed application of the principles 
which we are all agreed in recommend- 
ing, carr have but a faint notion of the 
scenes of sorrow and suffering whiclr 
result from those very operations by 
which the public pressure is ultimate^ 
to be relieved." Sensible of the neoe^fw^ 
ty of reduction, he yet owned th?it in 
cutting deep it was impossible ilQt to 
feel severely. To this extent he own- 
ed he was an unwilling reformer, and 
trusted he would not suffer, in the es- 
timation of the House, for bft''>^*guid'- 
ed by no harsher motive than a sense of 
public duty. He never had been more 
surprised than to hear the learned gen- 
tleman, who spoke last, drawing the 
most gbcJlTTy presages from there being 
no new taxes. “ At theVnd of the 
American war," says the honourable 
and learned gentleman, taxes to a 
considerable amount were imposed up- 
wi ^he people-r-now we could biot, we 
red not impose taxes-." What might 
be done if necessary, it is happily be- 
side our present purpose to inquire. 
That there exists no necessity, and thac 
there is therefore no intention of im'- 
posingS^es, is the fact. There are cir- 
cumstanc^Vof distress enough, God 
knows, in our situation ; but it seems 
a most perverse ingenuity that can 
discover, in the absence of any neces- 
sity for new taxes, a ^^mptom of peciK , 
liar and aggravated distress. With re- 
gard to our employing an infl,uenc^\i-' 
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the continent for the promotion of com- which was to feed the hungry^ to re- 
mercial objects, ministers had concei- form the vicionsi to diffuw a/Rnence 
ved that a secure peace rather than a and contentment through aH olasses of 
*<^R«fit^le one was the object^ and that the community, was parliamentary re- 
^ to h^e excited jealousy and hazarded form, Mr Canning declared las deter- 
^pUHf^od opinion in the gfeat confede- minatioikto resist this in every form, 
racy, by proposing such stipulations, j observinjj “ I den|; she assumption 
would have been very unwise# The^ that House of Commons, as it 
. address was most unjustly censured as stancjs, is not to all practical purposes 
having branded the peopl^with dis- an adequate representative of the peo- 
T^ioyalty, the distinction hftween the pie. I deny that it requires any amend- 
[ • deluders and the deluded j^d been most ment qr alteration, to enable it fitly to 
. clearly drai^n. The j^ple at large ^ischaigeLthefunctionswhicharelc- 
arewarmlyprai8ed,lu;^ot more warm- gitimatejy its province. 1 deny that 
ly ’than justly, for Se fortitude with there is any model, either in the thco- 
which the]^ have borne all their privfi- ry or in the practice df the constitu- 
tions. But is it not notorious that, of tion, to be traced in any period of our 
their privations, advantage has been ta- history, or to be found in our customs 
ken to endeavour (happily in vain) to or our laws, from which mbdel the 
excite throughout the country a gene- House of Commons has degeneratedi, 
.irdi^pirit of insurrection ? The honour- and according to which it requires to 
able and learned gentlenian has asked, be reformed. I do not deny that theo- 
tether those persons who assembled ries more splendidly popular may be 
to petition the legislature are to be con- devised by speculative philosophers, or 
sidered as guilty pf insurrection I Cer* held up by designing men to inflame 
tainlynot — but for the sake of petition- the imaginations of the multitude. I 
waggon laden with ammuni- admit that, in erecting for the first 
tion a necessary basis ? Are fire-arms time in other countries, a system of 
and tri-coloured flags the iudispensible representative government, other bases 
’accompaniments of a resolution in fa- might be found more adapted to their 
vour of parliamentary reform? For wants, habits, and feelings. But I con- 
myself, I c^n truly»say, feel as tend that our system, such as it is, has 

much co|ppassion fpr those innocent, grown up with our freedom and with 
but mis-guided persons, whom their our power ; and that it satisfies the 
distresses expose to be the dupes and wants, the opinions, and the feelings of 
tools of every kader that addresses the great bulk and body of the nation." 
hims^f to their waiits^ their prejudices He would be sorry, indeed, to see the 
a’nd their pasjiions, as 1 do of ind)gna- House of Commons the mere passive 
► tion against the perverted heads ai9ii organ of popular volition. “ Whenevejr 

hard heat ts of* those demagogues, who, V4f attempt to cxcha4(ge this its 

far from sharing or relieving the suffer- 6ob«ijjJli^legitin»ate character, for thq,i 
• ittgs in which they pretend to symp^- pr^ogativ^whii^f^m^< 

tluse, retire to their own comfortable ^rn politiciatTroaim for it,J 
homes, from a drenched, and starving system of government- 
auditovy, after having irritated them •variety of untried being — soine 
to madness, and stimulated them to strous growth planted in 
outrage, by inculcating lebellion as a cious hour, watered tMth wA ^ Sod, and 
'dtity, and pi;pscribing charity as a thriving amidst , desolation, may takq 
qjime. The object of these proceed- the place of die British constitution — 
the panacea for all grievances, but the Biyish conslilulion will be no 


) 
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more \ 'The name of England may re- 
main, butf it will no 'longer be that 
England, ‘the model of rational liberty, 
the pretrctrcsB of'national independ- 
ence, venerable in her domestic institu- 
tions, powerful in foreign exption be- 
yond the^atHh-ai proportio^i 
physical force, — whose < pignvy body* 
animated and o'er. informed by th{? spi- 
rit of her free constitution, was strong 
enough to deliver Europe from the 
grasp of the oppressor ; and,^ whose 
greatness and happiness, wJjbse free . 
dom and power, the destruction of th^ 
constitution can alonedestroy." The re- 
formers in the 'House, indeed, treated 
the advocates of universal suffrage and 
annual parliaments as visionary and 
fanciful theorists ; but he was afraid 
there was something much more sub- 
stantial in those theories — that the 
solid land itself was the object of their 
desire. He held in his hand a pamph- 
let written with no inconsiderable abi- 
lity, (by Evans, Librarian to the 
Spenccans,) in which it was stated that 
all the lands, houses, and other proper- 
ty, must return to the people, without 
which reform was unavailing. The fer- 
ment occasioned by .these doctrines 
would not indeed be dangerous if due 
precautions were taken — but without 
these the agents of mischief might avail 
themselves of national distress to pro- 
duce national confusion. The present 
was the critical moment of our fate — 
through which if we passed unhurt, a 
new course of prosperity might open 
upon us. I cannot, (said Mr C.) 1 
will not, 2 ^n with those who despair pi' 
k» the fortui^pg oLtheifVount^ii^'T^I^ feat, 
‘•^apmit, is the exhaustions .*tnd sev^;^, 
r^amenl* it, is the distress. In tnisb 
m^^ment of e^fthaustion and distress, the 
cTi^nics of England again send forth 
^‘ rrible prophesy ings, and pro- 
nounce Jibe lost to herself and to 
•the woiM. False piophets may they 
prove — fall- pioplictb they will prove. 


The stamina of the nation, I am per- 
suaded, are unbroken — the heart, 1 am 
confident, is sound. It is not surely at 
the eve of dissolution, and as^'l'in 
moment of lightning before death, that 
I see visionk of future glory I 'jWit I^ 
^ cannot, I will not believe that the bril- 
Aliant destinies Qf England are closed 
for evei>-^ 

‘ Think ytfU yon sanguine cloud. 

Raised by w^r’s breath, has quench'd the 
orbofdS:^? 

To-morrow he'Pepairs the gohJen flood. 

And warms the tion with redoubled ray.* 

To wait with pSuence for the turn of 
those unprosperous times — ^to bear and 
to forbear— -to endeavour to restore 
what Lord Clarendon, I think, some- 
where calls, * the ancient good temper 
and good humour of the British na- 
tion' — to abstain from hazardous ipiro- 
vationsand experiments — to probe with 
a tender hand real grievances, wfth a 
view to practical remedy— to cherish 
the institutions, and to foster the re- 
sources of the country 5 this is the 
course which parliament ha 8 r*^«^p**- 
sue ; and which, pursued through this 
session, painful and laborious as it may 
be, will, I have no doubt, enable us to 
look back with self-congratulation at 
the gloQ^C; phanttimsby ^"hich we are 
now discouraged and appall'd.*’ 

Mr Tierney contended that the 
House would no\! do its duty unless 
the amendment was' adopted, and he 
hxd no hesitatio.n in solemnly declaring 
thtiTthe country was irra state of the 
/greatest, the most unexampled, and ' 
the most alarming danger. With that 
view of the question, how was it pos-/ 
^ible they could agree to an address* 
which passed over that danger as light- 
ly as the ' speech delivered from the 
throne ? It was not true that a mere 
committee upon the income and ex- 
penditure of the country, wliich was 
now pi omibcd by the ministers, would * 
meet every consideration which t'le 
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present crisis demanded. He saw no 
prospect of any improvement in our 
.commerce. A diminution of the reve- 
waks inevitable from the general re- 
#duflijgn of expenditure- If we reduced 
.oiiff^establishment to nineteen mIlHons» 
there would be a deficiency of three i 
millions, after giving «p every particles 
■of the sinking fund. Was it not then a 
mockery to saythat it vf as thydut y of the 
^House merely to echo badf the speech 
’ from the throue ? Woiw the jHou&e 
lend itself to such a d^sion as to say 
that there would be excess ? Could 

the deficiepcy be supplied by legerde- 
main and hocus pocus ? The poor were 
supported only by subscriptions too 
extensive to be long continued. Much 
had been said about reductions ; but he 
wished to be shewn one great man who 
•Thd been dismissed or even had his sa- 
liijT reduced. From clerks of L.lOO 
h,HO had been taken, leaving 
I;. 70 to keep soul and body together. 
But last year a grant of L,10,0()0 had 
been made in the treasury department. 

had cut out a new office in 


and a reforfti in parliament. I^was ne- 
gatived without a division- 1 f 

The Commons had scarcely dispatch- 
ed the preliminary business «|f«the ad- 
dress, when their attention was called 
to a vaslicrowd of petitions, presented 
from vanous quarter^ ^ie^ by Lord 
Coc^flhe and Sir Francis Burdett. 
•Their tenor was uniform, deploring the 
distresses of the country, calling for 
economy and retrenchment, and, above 
all, fck radical reform, particularly in 
•the con\itution of the House itself. I n 
^JemonsUating the necessity of this last 
object, language was, apt to be used, in 
which respect was by no means promt • 
nent. There was often, too, so striking 
an even verbal coincidence, as to give 
rise to the allegation, that there was 
a petition-manufactory in London, 
whence these productions emanated, as 
from a centre, to the different parts of 
the kingdom. In consequence of these 
observations, animated debates arose as 
to the reception of several of the peti- 
tions. 

The first was presented by Lord 


the civil list bill, and had proposed a 
vice treasurer of Ireland, with a salary 
of L.SOOO a- year. Mr Croker had 
claimed about L.ii50 as war salary, on 
pretence o4»the ex peditioli*%% Algiers. 
The oniysecurity against the excesses 
of the people was by shewing them 
that we were ready* to share their dis- 
tresses. ''' « 

After a few words from the Chim- 
cellor of the*Exchcquer and MNSa- 
vile, the vote was put^ when there af 
ptared * ^ 

For the amendment, 112, 

Against it, 264* i 


Cochrane, and stated to be signed by 
15,700 inhabitants of 'Bristol and its 
vicinity. The members for Bristol, 
however, Mr Hart and Mr Protheroc, 
declared that, to their certain know- 
ledge, it did not contain the sentiments 
of any considerable body of their con- 
Btituents ; but the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer observing that it contained 
no strikingly disrespectful language, 
made no objection to its being laid on 
the table- His lordship then produced 
from the townsliip o^^enrith, in 


Majority for minisle IS, 152 

After the vote Lord Cocliran^ mo- 
ved an amendment denying the exist- 
rfico of any tendency lo disturbance, 
'^^commcnding the stiictcst economy 


Stated, thatTlie petitionCTsnhaM a 
full and immoveable conviction, a 
•viction which they believe to be fih- 
versal throughout the kiiigdjj^SP^AL«‘> 
the House doth not in aiKf ii«flmtutional 
or rational sens»c represent the nation | 
that when th<# people have ceased to be 
reptcbcnte^ the constitution is sub- 
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verted jthat as the tremendous tempest language of petitions, could riot concur 
of war j ot to be staid at the bidding in the reception of one which contained 
of thosfe^in whose mad and wicked a direct incitement to resistance. Mr 
counsei^it bad its origin, so it is pro- Wynn and Mr Bathurst also dppd6».J 
bable the authors of the late war did it, and it was rejected by a majqrUy of 
not intend the magnitude and duration 135 to 48. Lord .Cochrane then''^rQ- 
it attained^ which magnitude and dura- duced another, which, on being read, 
tion, by the portentous calamity now Was found to h&verdatm the same with 
found in their train, are fast opening the one just rejected. Upon the re* 
the eyes of a deluded nation to the evil presentau^n, therefore^ of Mr Vansit- 
deeds of its authors; that in such a tart and M^anning, he agreed to witli- 
condition of the country, the ivtition- draw if. Aether was rejected on the' 
ers are shocked to behold ocnteiiding ground that '^there was no signature 
factions alike guilty of their^countryfa upon the sheet^^^^ paper on which the 
wrongs, alike forgetful, mocking the petition was wAicten. One was then 
public patience with repeated, pro- exhibited from Delph, in Yorkshire, 
tracted, and disgusting debates on W’lien Lord C. being asked if it was 
questions of refinement in the compli- not the very same which had been 
cated and abstruse science of taxation, twice rejected, replied he did not think 
as if in such refinements, and not in a it was exactly the same ; ‘ but the 
reformed representation, as if in a con- Speaker stating that there was no«dif- 
Bolidated corruption, and not in a re* ference whatever, Mr Canning endea- 
novated constitution, relief were to be voured to impress upon the noble lord 
found ; that in the discussions which the impropriety of pushing this peii- 
they had witnessed, the petitioners see tion in so many shapes, contrary to the 
nought but what hath a direct tendency decided opinion of the house. Lord C. 
to place the English people in a situa* however, insisted on the questtfw*-^'''^ 
tion, in which the unrelenting lash of put, when it was negatived without a 
unconstkutional taxation may in all division. 

times to come be laid on tliera, to the Two days after, (31st January,) Sir 
utmost extent -of human endurance.” W. Lemon presented a petition from 
They concluded by invoking, as the the freekTiOers and* inhabitants of Corn- 
only remedy, a free parliament, elected wall, which he stated to be\<ouched in 
annually by the w^hole body of the such temperate language, that no ob- 
pcople. jection could be riiade to it. It urged 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer that tAiere could be no hope of freedom 
opposed the reception of the petition, g«' public economy, till thepeoplfc were 
which appeared to him to present adequately represented in the House ; 
direct libel — a gross attack upon the ^nat the want of this had produced the 
privileges^, ftrhe conduct, and charact^*'^ ruinous wars, enormous' taxation, and 
^ of that House. Mr Brou^iS^V Mr overgrown military establishment, un-y 
Mr La^jj^, wJ^L'they eM- d^r which the nation suffered ; that the ‘ 
language otffie petition,^ ana, people «were excluded from any sub- 
repfobated the principle of universal stantial influence in the election of the 
sfiiyage, yet did not wish to limit the House, and that an oligarchical faction 
petitioning. Sir S. Roiriilly had actually usurped the sovereignty 
did not petitioners had any of the country, to the equal danger of 

iintention of insulting the house ; but King,Lords, and Commons. MrBran'de 
Mr Canning, though ha by no means advised the reception of the petitidn, 
thought they ought to beX^ce as to the to which no opposition was ina4< 
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F* Bur^tt then produced a petition 
from Hwfax, premising that, though 
he knew its general tenor, he had not 
mi it,|jo as to be able to say whether 
or ngt |ts expressions would be thought 
sulieletilly respectful. Indeed he did 
not conceive that there was any occa«* 
«ion for this previous reading, or that 
he had any title to intercept petitions 
from his fellow aubjectsf vh^ver their 
\enpr might be. It was for /he House 
Tito determine w^hether th<^ wotild re- 
. oeive it or not, and he taught the re- 
jection of petitions, by them, a 
very questionable privdege. The Chan- 
cellor of the*Exchequer then called up- 
. on the Speaker to state, whether a 
member, before presenting a petition, 
was not bound to read it, and ascertain 
whether it contained any thing disre- 
spectful to the House. The Speaker 
gave his opinion decidedly against Sir 
E^cis, who declared that the peti- 
tions transmitted to him were so nume- 
rous, that he would not undertake to 
read them on any account ; and that 
%h4^'’>u^ld occupy the whole period of 
the session, A warm debate now ensued, 
the reception of the petition being sup- 
ported by Mr Brougham, Sir S. Ko- 
milly, and Lord Cochrane, while it was 
opposed bjp^Mr Wynn, Aber- 
crombie, ^d Mr Canning. Sir Francis 
urged ; Was it to be endured in such 
a moment, when th( nation was com- 
plaining of its wrbngs from one to 
the ot^er, that lawyers should get up 
and cross-examine any member whS^ in 
•the exercise of his duty, laid before 
tliem the pefitions of the people ? 
Were they to be told one day that the 
*' names of petitioners must appear upon, 
the parchment, and another dary,»chat 
members must read every petition that 
they present, or it would be rejected ? 
Were such formalities to stand between 
the people and their representatives ; 
and if not complied withj were the for- 
mer to be dismissed w' 'out a hearing ? 
a time to erect ,uch a barrier? 


At length, after a candid and ^ncilia- 
tory speech frorh Lord Lasdeles, Sir 
Francis agreed to withhold thf petition 
for the present, and presepte^ several 
others which he had read, and which 
were received. 

j The next discussioe^ln t])e subject 
'Was qrf^the4*th February, when Mr 
W. Smith, the member for Norwich, 
stated that he had a petition from that 
city, most respectably signed, and 
which he did not know contained any 
thing in^oper or offensive. He de- 
clined, hqjvever, saying positively that 
he considered it unexceptionable, or 
even that he had read it, on the prin- 
ciplej that the House ought not, unless 
on very strong grounds indeed, to re- 
ject any petition, and ought not to re- 
quire that a member, before presenting 
one, should read and be responsible for 
its containing nothing offensive. Mr 
Wynn and Lord Castlercagh insisted, 
that the House must maintain the prin- 
ciple objected to by Mr Smith, other- 
wise they would be liable to be conti- 
nually libelled and insulted. They re- 
gretted that Mr Smith had forced the 
question unnecessarily bn the attention 
of the House, since if he had said no- 
thing, no objection could have been 
made ; but they must maintain the 
principle by rejecting the petition. Mr 
Brougham and Sir F. Burde^t sup- 
ported the reading of it, but Mr Smith 
adhering to the ground which he had 
taken up, the motion was negatived 
without a division. 

On 'the 6th of February, Lord 
-Cochrane presented a peti^n signed 
by S^45,^of the inhabitanjjS of Man- •< 
cl)^ter. ''I^^stat^ however, he/ 
VCI&uld not be re^onsible for^we ^ 
guage being such as the House vba 
kkely to think unobjectionable, fit 
was allowed, however, to b;^ 
when it soon proved,jwiJto«^ight ex- 
ception, to be the identical petition* 
which the no We lord had presented on 
a former dj^ from so many different 
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quartos* After a short discussion it 
was reWted, by a m^ority of 50 to 17. 

On ‘/he 9th of February, Lord 
Coelute presented the petition signed 
at the Spa-fields meeting on the famous * 
2d of December, having 24'<000 names 
affixed tp it.nbje vindicated the loyalt^^ 
of this meeting, stating it have> 

been in the least accessory to the riots 
and disturbances which alarmed the 
metropolis on the day on which it was 
voted. It was drawn up, he^said, in 
temperate, respectful langA^vge, more 
temperate indeed than he hiipself would 
have employed had it been his task to 
compose it. It prayed for annual par- 
liaments and universal suffrage ; it 
complained of the intolerable weight 
of taxation, of the distresses of the 
country, and of the squandering of the 
money extracted from the pockets of 
an oppressed and impoverished peo- 
ple, to support sinecure placemen and 
pensioners. No objection was made to 
its being laid on the table. On the 
11th February, Lord Folkestone pre- 
sented the petition which had been sign- 
ed by the meeting in the same place on 
the 10th. It was to the same tenor ; and 
as there appeared nothing disrespectful 
in the language, it was also received. 

A singular case from Warrington 
was brought before the house by Mr 
Brougham, in a petition which stated, 
that a petition lor reform, signed by 
some hundreds of the inhabitants, had 
been seized by one Richard Burrowes, 
through whose hands it had come into 
those of Mr Thomas Lyon, nephew of 
the acting, magistrate, and residing 
his house, who had refusjg^jj^-re^urii 
I’it.^ hJr'B. moved, should be 

on th^ftfbie, that the 
yosite party might have an opportunity 
answering it. Mr Bootle Wilbrc- 
approved of the course followed 
by but was convinced 

, that thiswoiild turn out merely a coarse 
juke, such as he kncvi^to be common 
among the lowci dasses^i manufactu- 


ring districts. Mr Ponsonby, however, 
declared it appeared to him eftne of the 
roost gross and flagrant violations of 
the privileges of the people, anAi oft!,*ot 
house, that had ever occurfe^ and 
Mr Wynii regretted the 8ulj5edr*‘had 
been treated with levity, and thought 
the House shojiild trace the matter to 
its source. In ^ few days after, a peti- 
tion wasureceiVed from Mr Lyon, who 
stated, tW he was merely writing a. 
letter in thp •parlour, when a hue and ' 
cry was raislid in the street adjacent ; 
that he founmir proceeded from the 
mob pupsuing'^Richard • Burrowes, a 
man of extremely good character, 
whom he had therefore placed in safe 
custody,, and inquired into the cause. 
Burrowes acknowledged that he had, 
by way of joke, carried off the petition, 
which Mr Lyon took into his posses- 
sion. An application was made to him 
for it, but he was advised that itl..did 
not come from the competent autho- 
rity, and being also applied to by seve- 
ral persons who wished to^erase their 
names from it, he complied . 

request, but kept it, in expectation that 
the matter would undergo a proper exa- 
mination before a magistrate, or other 
competent tribunal, to whom he had 
alway8^.«n ready and dtjsirous of de- 
livering it up. This apology was not 
deemed sufficient, and it was allowed 
even by Mr Wilbrahamt, that Mr Lyon 
had uot exercised a sound judgment on 
^he occasion. 

^The present session ^iwas characteri- 
zed by the novelty of numerous peti- 
tions for reform presented from Scot- 
land. They were from Dundee, Perth, 
Montrose, Arbroath, Brechin, Kirk- 
aUy, «Kilwinning, Saltcoats, Queens- 
ferry, and some other places. Lord 
Cochrane and Lord Archibald Ha- 
milton took occasion to' state, that 
there were not in Scotland above 270Q 
individuals endowed with the right* of 
election, ai^d that a man there iih),ht 
ha\e 10,0001. a- year ol landed pron^X«»f;^ 
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withoutsliaving a vote. On the other 
hand, th^ord Advocate, Mr Boswell, 
^nd Lc^ Binning asserted, that these 
|??Eflionl did not at all express the gene- 
i^l sense of the people of Scotland ; in 
probV of which they remarked that no 
such petition had been sent by the 
ianded interest, by the^ freeholders, or 
by any corporate body, 

*, The petitionsmow entimeijted form- 
..ed^only a very small propo’*lion of the 
) vast number^presented to parliament ; 
' and as they appeared auj^icient to fiB a 
large waggon, and nearly the 

whole floor,. Sir F. Bixrdett, on*the 3d 
March, moved that they should be 
• taken up en masse^ and laid* on the 
table. A member, however/ having 
turned over several, and discovered 
flaws in ttem, it was suggested, that 
Somb examination should take place 
be%rc conferring this honour indiscri- 
miuVtcly on all. The discussion was 
therefore referred to a future day.— 
About a week after, the Speaker stated 
s that he had caused the petitions to be 
^r^cl«f*-that they amounted to 527> 
of which several exhibited the defects 
wh ich had caused the rejection of others ; 
but the circumstance which chiefly call- 
ed for consideration was, that 463 of 
them were ted. HercujAi^a warm 
debate arfse, as to the propriety of 
receiving printed petitions. Mr W. W. 
Wynne stated/ <hat* the question had 
been ^itated in 1665, in 1793, and in 
1813; on the latter occasion it had 
been decided •that printed petiti'bns 
*should not be received ; and six days 
afterwards a petition from Major Cart- 
wright, for leave tq present a printed 
^petition, was refused. He thought the. 
rule a reasonable one, calculated 


vent the manufacturing of petiAons in 
London for the })urpo8e of l^jpg sent 
down to be signed, instead of Bering a 
genuine expression of the sentilnents of 
the people. We had lately seen the ef- 
fect of t nil manufacture, of which whole 
reams had been sent dw#n t<> be sign- 
ed. F. Burdett said the rule of 
1665 could now be of no force what- 
ever ; the rule Was framed by Crom- 
welFs creatures, placed in that house by 
himselfj^nd not one of them allowed to 
enter paHrament till he was furnished 
viith a ticket from the soldiers who sur- 
rounded the doors. Nothingwas settled 
by the entry ofl793; and'the discussion 
itself stood only on the doubtful rule of 
Cromwell's parliament. In 1813, re- 
ference was made to this supposed rule 
of 1793, and a division certainly took 
place, which could be now of no force, 
as it went on the supposition of a rule 
that never existed. Printed petitions 
were read and comprehended with 
much greater facility than those which 
were written, and every man was able 
to see and understand what he was to 
sign. Lord Castlereagh knew that de- 
signing men went about the country, 
availing themselves of the rights of the 
people, for the purpose of calling 
meetings, in which they might exert 
every faculty, and rouse the passions 
of the people for putting them in 
movement towards a general rebellion. 
As it was clear that the rules and 
practice of thfe House were against the 
entertaining of printed petitions, he 
should vo^e against the motion. The 
house divided. — Ayes, 6 — Kpes, 58 — 
MaJ(>ftty.^ainst receiving rxrinte^ 
titiefns, 52. ^ 
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MEASURES RELATIVE TO PUBLIO^DISTURBANCES. 

Prince Regenfs Message the ttoo Houses of Pa\ Hameni-^Committees of 
Secrecy appointed^Thei^' ReportT^Debate ^ the Lt^ls on the Bill for the 
Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act — In the Commons on the Bill against 
Seditious Meetings, arid two olhers^Oii the Habeas Corpus — These Bills 
2 )ass the in o Houses, ‘ 


1 HE first important business to which 
parliament had its attention called, was 
that of which warnings had been given 
by the disturbed state of the nation, 
as well as by the tenor of the regent’s 
speech, and to which the attack on the 
royal person had fornied an appropriate 
preface. On the 3d February, Lord 
Castlereagh in the Commons, and Lord 
Sidmouth in the Lords, presented the 
following message from the Prince Re- 
gent ; 

« George, P. R. 

“ His royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent, acting in the name and on the 
behalf of his majesty, has given orders 
that there be laid before the House of 
Lords, papers containing information 
respecting certain practices, meetings, ’ 
and combinations in the metropolis, and 
in different parts of the kirtgdom, evi- 
dently calculated to endangertl^public 
tr»>.quilliV/, to alienate tfi^^^ecjtions 
''^wpi^kfiiwpajesty’s sttif^ivTlrom his nt?- 
jjaty’s person and government, and to 
•L;;ing into hatred and contempt 
- system of our laws and consti- 

tutioh.^His royal highness recom- 
mends totlieHouse of Commons to 
take these papers into their immediate 
and serious consideration.” 


This message gave rise in the Lords 
to considerable warmth of debat»e.~ 
Lord Sidmouth lamented tlie necessity 
under which ministers felt themselves 
placed of advising his royal highness to 
send this message. He stated, as the 
measure to be proposed by ministers, 
the appointment of a secret committee 
to which the information in possession 
of ministers would be submitted, and 
begged that their lordships would sus- 
pend their judgment, till its report was 
on theirj^ble. ,In tlnj meantime he 
merely moved an address 14 the Prince 
Regent, assuring him that the House 
would take his message into considera- 
. tion.^ - ' ' 

^ Earl Grosvenof observed, the noble 
vi§eount had undoubtedly made a most 
tremendous charge against a large por- 
tion of the people of this country, I 
trust that charge will not be sustained ; 
but at all events, jour lordships cannot 
agquiesce in the proposition of the 
noble viscount, for going into this com- 
mittee, after such a serious, such a mo- 
mentous charge,” He was convinced, 
however, that if there was any disaffec- 
tion, it arose chiefly from the opposi- 
tion of ministers to every species^ of 
reform and retrenchment. 
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LqrdtHollaod conceived, after euch 
serious cdmmuoicatioiis, there could be 
no objection made to the courle pro- 
ptlJSd % the noble viscount. “ But 
still, I should not leave this house at 
all satisfied with myself, iP I did not 
express the deep regret 1 feel on this 
occasion, that such a s:ommunication 
should be made, whether it has pro- 

• ceeded from improper pfracti^es on the 
part of individuals, or from-che inten- 

“tion of any one, in power or out of 

• power, to create a false triarm, at this 
period, throughout the country. In a 
time of peace, when no apprehension 
can be entertained from a foreign ene- 

. my ; in a time of dreadful •distress 
amongst the people of this country, 
which naturally renders them anxious 
to see the* legislature and the represen- 
tatives of the nation conduct*themsel ves 
in such a manner as to prove the sub- 
stantial benefits of the constitution, by 
devising means for their relief ; at such 
a period, measures of a harsh nature 
ought to be deeply considered before 
ai:-? adopte^/* He would say no- 
thing at present as to the measures to 
be proposed in consequence, but should 
deeply regret if they were such as had 
any tendency to abridge the liberties of 
the subject This was ahT^ys to be 
deprecated? but still more now when 
the people were groaning under unpa- 
ralleled distress, whfch had generated 
discontent, and whcjn the peopla were 
lookiitg, reasonably or not, to parli^ 
m’ent for a relief from their evils. 

The Earl of Liverpool would not 
say much, sinCe no difference of opi- 
nion appeared to exist as to the mode 

• of procedure. He trusted that a more 
constitutional, or even a moreJKjfc*?.’ 
proposition, could not have been made 
than that of his noble friend. He hoped 
the noble lords would suspend their 
judgment till means were afforded to 
them of forming a decision. That 
dj^cision will be formed, with every re- 

the liberties of the subject— 


with a strong disposition not ko in<« 
fringe on the established lails/of the 
country— with every tendern^s to the 
feelings of the people on the onbhand ; 
bnt on the other, with a firm determi- 
nation to liiphold the constitution and 
government of the coiwH*y.**^ He de- 
nied any charge was advanced 
against the great body of the people, 
but merely that disaffected and seditious • 
persons were attempting to withdraw 
them fV)m their allegiance. He ad- 
ij^itted distresses of the times, but 
epneeived^that these were usually, as 
now, employed by the designing to 
excite mischief and create confusion. 

Earl Grey concurred in the proprie- 
ty of the course of proceeding propo- 
sed, and agreed to suspend his judg- 
ment, as desired by the noble Lords on 
the other side. At the same time he 
could not help joining with his friends 
in lamenting deeply, that such a neces- 
sity should have been supposed to ex- 
ist. He certainly concurred in their 
views of the general conduct of the 
people. ** Perhaps there never was a 
time when, suffering under such an 
amount of distress, when, labouring 
under the pressure of such severe ca- 
lamity-affecting the highest and the 
lowest— the lowest weighed down by 
privations, which human nature can 
hardly any longer support— the high- 
est impoverished by the calls of bene- 
volence arid charity, so universally dis- 
played in relievii^ their less fortunate 
feiloW'Creatures perhaps, my lords, 
under so great an accumulation of mi- 
sery, such exemplary patien« 5 > forbear- 
ance,<itsi£C{)Ation, and confidpee in the 
existing coiv^itution and governingnt/ 
the, country, iftrere never bdtore In- 
hibited. When we see this, when 
see that these effects are produced jby 
an unfeigned veneration for the^jjt^i- 
tution which we all which I 

have rarely heard eulogized by the ^ 
noble lords opiposite, except as a pre- 
liminary to ;Some invasion of it ; when 
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we conUder that this forbearance, this 
aticnccJthis rcsignittion, afford the 
est pro^t of the benefit of ourconsti- 
tution,W hich inspires such confidence, 
and produces such temperate conduct, 
ought we liot to be most cautious in 
agreeing, to a«^Mnnovation ? I think 
it is a most unfortunate circuifls^ance, 
a most lamentable necessity, that at 
this period of distress and misery, 
when no measure of relief has been 
adopted, when no one efficient rhcasure 
of reduction and retrench meiii'- has been 
carried into effect ; but when, on the 
contrary, as has been truly stated by 
my noble friend, (Earl Grosvenor) every 
effort to obtain a reduction of the pub- 
lic expenditure, for which the people 
of England have unanimously called, 
has been met with rejection oi^ evasion 
by his majesty’s government — it is 
most unfortunate, that at such a time, 
a measure should be proposed, which, 
there is too much reason to apprehend, 
may lead to some invasion or infringe- 
ment of the people's rights. When 
year after year new powers are given 
to the Crown — when we are daily arm- 
ing the executive government with no- 
vel and unheard of authority — when, 
on the other hand, we know not of 
any new powers being added to those 
sanctioned by our ancestors for the se- 
curity of the people — I hope we shall 
cautiously abstain from following up 
this system, and that we shall not con- 
tinue to give fresh strength to the ex- 
ecutive government, w'hile we impair 
and weaken the liberties of the sub- 
ject.” Ni^thing, he conceived, but the 
most imperious necessity cg^ald^dstify 
,anv interference with t|;ua8e constitu- 
Jf^aft^Vriers whienRad hitherto prdw 
t^ted the people. 

* The Marquis of Buckingham agreed 
in^.su 2 enting the necessity of this mea- 
sure, heavy responsibility 

which lay upon ministers to prove 
their assertions. Hei was disposed. 


however, to give them his confidence. 
He would enter on the question as in 
the furifctions of a juror in a tase of 
life and death ; but if the factS'/shoftAl 
be proved, it would be the worst ten- 
derness to the people to allow them to 
become the dupes of a few desperate 
and designing irdividuats. 

The address was then agreed to, as 
well as tHt the papers on the table 
should ^ committee of 

secrecy, con isting of eleven lords, to 
be chosen next day by ballot. Accord- 
ingly, on the 5th February, the follow- 
ing noblemen were appointed : — The 
Lord Chancellor, Earl Harrowby, 
Duke of Bedford, Duke of Montrose, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, Earl of Liverpool, 
Earl Powis, Earl of St Germains, 
Lords Sidmouth, Grenville,' and Re- 
desdale. 

In the Commons, the message did 
not give rise to any debate, and on * the 
motion of Lord Castlereagh, it was 
agreed, on the 3d February, that the 
precedent of, 1794? should be strictly 
followed, and the papers refew‘d t/c 
committee of secrecy, consisting of 
twenty-one members. While these 
were ballottcd for on the following- 
day, Mr Brougham attempted to ridi- 
cule the ^^/Xress, by underV. king to pre- 
dict the names that would a':tually he 
returned, without the trouble of any 
scrutiny. The honourable member 
then c*ead from a list the following 
names which he anticipated wouid ap- 
pCif/ upon the list prexnted by tlie 
committee of scrutiny : Lord 
reagh, Lord Middleton, 'Mr Ponsonhy, 
Mr Canning, Mr B. Bathurst, Sir Wil- 
liam Curtis, the Hon. Mr Lambe, Mr 
tf©>i3^Wilbraham, Mr W. Elliot, the 
Attorney General, the Solicitor Ge- 
neral, Mr Wilberforce, Sir Arthur 
Piggott, Sir Egerton Brydges, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, l.ord 
Lascellcs, Mr Rose, Mr F. Robinson, 
Mr W. Dundas, Sir J, Nicholls, alfid 
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Admiral Frank. When, shortly after, 
the names of those returned for the 
committee of secrecy were read, con- 
sfJ^ ablfe laughter was produced by the 
t>vo lists being tlie very same, with the 
exception of Mr Charles Yofk, in place 
of Lord Middleton. 

.. On the 18th and 19lih of February, 

' the reports of the Committees were 
* presented at the bar of tslie t^ houses. 
They began by stating, that' it appear- 
1?d in evidence, that a tra torous con- 
.spiracy for ftie overthrow of the go- 
vernment had been formed in the me- 
tropolis, and. that meetings with the 
same object Vere held in different parts 
.of the country. It described ihe pro- 
ceedings of the Spahelds mob on the 
2d December, as entirely the result 
of a prec&ncerted plan, the failure of 
whiah was ascribed to accidental cir- 
cumstances, and the same designs were 
still entertained. Efforts were at tlie 
same time made to bring ir^to contempt 
all law, religion, and morality. Socie- 
ties were formed under the appellation 
ii£4^ampden Clubs and others, which, 
under pretence of parliamentary re- 
form, carried on plans for the entire 
dverthrowof theconstitution. Another 
society, called the Spencean, looked to 
a general di?fti#ion of* landed ipj^operty. 
The proce^ings of these societies were 
carried on with the utmost secrecy, 
being seldom cjommJtted to writing, 
but almost every tiling transacted ver- 
bally at thcfliectings. The commit- 
tees could not^ but consider the kte 
ntrage on the Prince Regent as a 
proof of the w>sh which existed to de- 
stroy all reverence for government; 
and they were on the whole led to ex- 
press a decided opinion, that f»*:ti>w\ 

’ measures \ve:e necessary for the pre- 
servation of the public peace. The 
report of the Lords, from which that 
of the other House does not materially 
differ, is given at large in the Appen- 
dix, (P. 226,) 


The most important measure, /found- 
ed upon these reports, being* the bill 

Act, originated in the House c^^ords. 
On the 20th of February, Lord Sid- 
mouth morved the first reading of it. At 
the request, however, a iMimber of 
the munibers, he delayed the discussioa 
till the second reading, which he fixed 
for Monday the 24‘th. Lord Holland 
consented to the delay, stipulating, 
howeveV, that he should not thus be 
apnsider^>a8 in any degree commit- 
tiiig himsdf in favour of the proposed 
measure. The bill was read a first 
time*. 

On Monday the 24th, the order of 
the day being read for the second read- 
ing, Lord Sidmouth rose and observed, 
what deep regret must be felt, and how 
much every feeling of loyalty must be 
shocked at the facts disclosed in the 
committee's report. The evidence and 
documents could not with propriety be 
produced there, or referred to now- 
but there were three prominent fea.^' 
tui«0s in the report, which merited the 
particular attention of their lordships. 
These were, that a treasonable conspi- 
racy had been formed in the metropo- 
lis ; that similar designs were exten- 
sively diffused through the country, 
particularly in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts— and that farther provisions aio 
necessary for the public peace. It had 
been asked, why government had not 
instituted prosecutions for punishing 
the infamous libels with which the 
press teemed ; but it was but justice to 
government to state, that tin^y had not 
uegleol^d -Aheir duty with regarcLto 
those publications. As soon as they 
'.^reached the hands of ministers, 
were transmitted to the law officers «f 
the Crown, who felt that these publi- 
cations were drawn up with so much 
dexterity, the authoiai^ad so profited 
by former lessons of experience, that 
greater difilcukics to conviction pre- 
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sented themselves than «t any former down certain corresponding clubs and 
time. Ministers had, however, strictly seditious meetings. Yet, in. the pre^. 
enjoined /.hem to file informations in sent exigence of public affairs, some- 
all case^i^where a conviction was possi* thingfarther still was necessary^ N(iV'« 
ble, trusting with confidence to the lords had much reprobated the corn- 
loyalty and integrity of a British jury, municatiod of extraordinary powers to 
Many pr^secwons were now actually the servants of the Crown ; but it was 
pending ; the law officers, of ^hose one extraordinary quality of the Bri- 
ability and interest his lordship was tish constitution, that the powers of 
fully assured, not being of opinion that the executive government could be en- 
any proceeding of the kind could be larged, if such means that constitu- 
earlier instituted ; the delay had origi- tion could better secured. The' 
nated in the most conscientious mo- true question was, which was the most 
tives. These seditions had bgen spre^ dangerous, to give additional strength 
overthecountry with aprofusion scarce- to the hands of ministers for general 
ly credible, and with an industry with- protection, or to refuse it, and thereby 
out example ; in the manufacturing to haza-d every right that was dear 
districts they had been circulated by and sacred ? He required the suspen- 
every possible contrivance ; every town sion of the Habeas Corpus Act, in pit y 
was overflowed by them j in every vil- to the peaceable and loyal iii habitants 
lage they were almost innumerable, of the country ; he required it for the 
and scarcely a cottage had escaped the protection of the two Houses of Par- 
perseverance of the agents of mischief; fiament, for the maintainance of our 
hawkers of all kinds had been employ- liberties, and for the security of the 
ed, and the public mind had in a man- blessings of the constitution, 
ner been saturated with the odious The Marquis Wellesley began by ob- 

poison. Clubs bad also been estabUsh- serving, that this was a crisis whic;|i^at 
ed in every quarter, under the ostensi- once called for all the fortitude of the 
ble object of parliamentary reform. His people, and all the energy of the go- 
lordship would not assert, that some vernment. Pie was ready to allow, 
of them had not really this object in that the state of the popular mind was 
view ; but he should belie his delibe- exactly^^h as had beec ^described by 
rate conviction, if he did not also assert, one of the greatest stat^nen of any 
that a very large proportion of them age or country— he meant that gene- 
indeed had parliamentary reform in ral distress had pi'odu9ed general dis- 
their mouths, but rebellion and revo- content. If the (Jisturbance was pro- 
lution in their hearts. Lord Sidmouth ^^ed to be so gre^t as to produce a real 
then adverted to the disturbances of necessity for the proj^psed measures, 
the 2d December, which had risen to there was no man who would not pre^ 
such a h^ght, that military force was fer the lesser evil to tlie greater. But 
reonisite to quell them ; by$ itswas not although that principle was true, it 
till three weeks after, that government was not on every allegation of public 
T^irned the full atrocity of the desigtwjjrfrfitouLtbance, it was not on every ebul- 
which were there agitated. His Lord- lition, even of a trea\pnable tendency, 
ship conceived that additional measures even thbugh the branches of that trea- 
were necessary for the security of the son spread far and deep, that the par- 
person of tho..Prince Regent, for pu- liament should be called upon to alter 
nishing attempts to seduce the military the existing laws of the land, or sus- 
from their allegiance,vand for putting pend for a moment the great bulwarks 
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of the constitution. There should be 
before them a plain distinct case, found- 
ed on powerful and irresistible evi- 
atflce,^n order that parliament should 
be justihed in doing that, which, in or- 
dinary circumstances, wourd be a di- 
rect infringement of the public free- 
. dom. In comparing th« present period 
to that of l79o, he observed, that the 
danger then ar<isc mainly /rom the 
Fr.ench Revolution, and the machina- 
*tions of its agents. Wh .t lie would 
-ask, then, w^re the grand principles (»f 
oi.r modern policy, wlicn oiir army in 
Spain was engaged in its succession of 
liuimphs; when the nations of the 
cNontiiient, in imitation of our example, 
were resolved to make a determined 
■•truggle foi their iiidepeiulence ? It 
was tlnis ‘that we had actually ex- 
Unguished the spirit of Jacobinism ; 
tbatwhateveroriginal difierences might 
have existed, as to the jiHtice of the 
war, tlie universal feeling of England 
and of Europe was, that the warm its 
progress had assumed a new' complex- 
ion, that the aggressions of the mili- 
tary goveriirnenl of France had made 
it a war for liberty, for justice, for the 
rfglits of nations. Tliat the experience 
the people of Europe had fell of tlie 
tendency amWesult i)f the pThiciples 
of the Revcriiition, — of the sanguinaiy 
excesses in which they terminated, and 
the tremendous desjTvitisin by which 
tliey were succeeded, had at length re- 
called pile pGople of t'he continent to* 
soiliuler v!eus,#:md made them fe«.l, 
^.:hat they, the peorJe, had also, with 
their sovereign sf wliom they had before 
deserted, a common right to legitimate 
government, and puluie order. In one 
w'ord, that our successes had coinj'^'tew^ 
ly extinguished jacobinism. But then 
came the ])cace — that settlement of 
l!lurope, as it was called — a peace ne- 
ver cqualletl ii\ the prt-ducli«m of most 
cnu‘1 wioiigs; a settlement that has 
directly, and wuli niter disregard of 
jnsq>:e, laid prostrate evei y principle 
VOL. A. raiiT. I. 


that heretofore ^characterise^ the law 
of nations; that transferrei nations 
without regard to sympath)^ or inte- 
rest ; that tied people togetlibr, not 
even connected by the most remote af- 
fection ; that outraged all those prin- 
ciples and declaratioris*^on \fhich the 
powew^of Europe professed to acl. 
When tliese things » ippeiicd, then it 
was, that the subdiu'd .pirit, that had 
so lonj!^ desolated the ex’*th, again 
arose; then itwasthat jacobiiusm spoke 
ii^rain, arick had something to speak at ; 
ai^d, hydr.vheadcd, resumed its oristme 
strength. The public discorirect had 
ako been justly excited by the wa^'t of 
all stipulations in favour of BritHh 
commerce. There might be other 
sources of the present disafrectiou, not 
imputable to ministers ; but lie saw no 
excuse for them, knowing the extent 
of It as they did, for not having sooner 
called together the great council of 
the nation. Not only so, but after all 
that had transpired at Spafields, they, 
on the 2;5th of the previous month, 
actually prorogued it. He condemned 
the correspondence which Lord Sid- 
mouth had held with the principal agi- 
tator at that meeting. He ridiculed 
the credit which the noble Eord had 
taken for dispersing a mob headed by 
a drunken surgeon and a shoemaker, 
lie liad no objections to any measure 
for the protection of the person of the 
Prince Regent, provided the present 
law lor securing the King's person did 
not extend to him, wdiich he rather 
tlioiight it did ; if not, ministers were 
much to blame for not haviirg sooner 
pivparcd ^»•’cb a measure. Neither 
would lie object to a bill for regulating 
public meetings, which, he believe^,, 
had been greatly abused. But the 
specific proposition now before the 
H ouse would meet bis decided opposi- 
tion. In former tiincL, 'A\'hen such a 
violent measuie was resorted to, tfie 
country was lu / state either of actual 
war, ol actual rebellion, or of both. In 
i) 
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1795, we^werc not oOf^yin actual war, diminishing as much as possible the 
but the state of Ireland was dreadful public burdens, 
to con plate. In 1798, and in 1801, Lord Liverpool would not^ follow 
the Hioeas Corpus Act was again sua- the noble marquis through all^ th^tb- 
pended, and at both these periods we pics upon which he had enlarged, Tnan*y 
were at war with France, and rebellion of which might have been introduced 
piwailed^in ITtiand. He did not know as well on any other occasion. He 
whether their Lordships would toncur would confine himself to those which, 
in his opinion, but he considered the bore immediately on the matter under 
circumstances of a war with France, discussior. As to not calling parlia- 
and a rebellion in Ireland, as greatly ment sooner, it was only a very short 
aggravating ourdanger at thesepenods. time before its meeting, that ministers 
Would the noble Lords sa}-»that thocr had obtained distinct proofs of a con- 
^‘glorious’^peacehadnow reduced En^- spiracy. Besides, after Christmas was 
land to a condition of equal peril and generally considered the most conve- 
alarm ? The noble Viscount had vsaid, nient time for the members, and it was 
that Ireland was now perfectly quiet, concei^d that the presence of many of 
It might be so, but he rcnicmbercd the them in the country, especially at a pe- 
answer which a facetious friend always riod when they rendered themselves po- 
gave upon his arrival in London, when pular by the hospitalities of the sea- 
asked respecting the tranquillity of Ire- son, was of more consequence' than 
land, “ Oh I yes,’^ said he, ‘‘they are their presence in parliament could be. 
as quiet as gunpowder there/' (A Repeated instances had occurred in our 
laugh,) In England, however, he saw history of this measure becoming ne- 
no symptoms of such violent perturba- cessary ; and domestic treason might 
tion. After the most deliberate con- easily assume a character as desperate 
sideration that he could give to the as foreign treason. On the present oc- 
whole subject, he must conscientiously casion, they had the fullest proof (if 
declare, that up to the moment he was they believed the report) of a treason- 
then speaking, he had not seen such able conspiracy in the metropolis, to 
evidence as convinced him the danger overturn, by a general insurrection, the 
was so alarming as had been represent- laws, government_,*ir>d the coiisti- 
ed. Great discontent undoubtedly ex- tution of the kingdom, Bt was also a 
isted; seditious practices evidentlypre- matter of perfect notoriety, that the 
vailed ; yet lie was not satisfied that same system wdfs spread over a great 
they existed in that shape, form, and partof the country. There was adouble 
character, which justified the suspen- * engine at work ; the operation of the 
sion of the Habeas Corpus ; and being cme was evidently aimmg at what every 
unconvinced, (although ready to con- person must agree would overthrow the- 
cur in aB the other measures proposed, constitution ; the oper'ation of the other 
a4^ perhaps when those bills'^Were in- (he alluded to the Spenceans) was cal- 
troduced, he should suggest extending culated to produce a complete convul- 
Ibeir operation,) he was not preparW**^" 8 ftK»- in the elements which compo- 
to go 80 far as to place the personal sed the system of social life. Was it 
liberties of the subject at the diset-e- too much then to contend, under such 
tion of ministers, under the pretext of circumstances, that it was fitting and 
maintaining public security. He trusted, expedient to resort to that course, 
that while some measures were taken which our ancestors had pursued when 
to restrain seditious |)factices, the mat- alarming dangers menaced the state ? 
ter of aeditioti would be repressed by Let any person read the puhUc^tions 
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which bad been put forth, during some 
time, of the most seditious, the most 
licentious, and the most blasphemous 
native, and let them say, whetlier, in 
the most dangerous periods that had 
been alluded to, any thing* equal to 
them was ever issued ? In 1794^, tlie 
danger of the country was great ; but 
‘ the danger of the present moment ex- 
'hibited features of a more desperate 
and malignant character. Never was 
there a more determined and avowed 
design to sap all the foundations of mo- 
rals and religion, and more assiduity in 
the prosecution of that design. The 
conspirators of the present day had 
learned a lesson from the conspirators 
of the former, and they proceeded with 
more caution and management in their 
nefarious schemes. He would go far- 
ther and state, from information which 
,he knew to be authentic, that in some 
parts of the country, the caution and 
secrecy of the conspirators were so 
great, that even though it was known 
conspiracies did exist, yet the nature of 
the evidence that could be procured 
was such as would not be sufficient to 
*end them into a court of justice ; with 
80 much circumspection and cunning 
did they conduct their plans. He felt 
all the importasice of the measvue that 
was now proposed ; but he w'ould not 
allow any imputations that might be 
insinuated to preclucJl* him from dis- 
charging what he conscientiously be- 
lieved be kis duty- His only object* 
was to support dthe throne, to support 
''vhe constitution, and to protect the 
peace, the happificss, and thccouhdencc 
of every private man in the kingdom ; 
his only view was to preserve our mo- 
rals, our religion, our establishnr.'i’i.vc?, 
and to secure to every man the tran- 
quil enjoyment of his fireside. He ask- 
ed of parliament to intrust the Prince 
Regent’s ministers with that power for 
a short time — a most odious one, he 
agreed — and one which ought not to 
j be confided to any man, or to any set 


of men, except in^cases of the^last ne- 
cessity, except in such cases as he ap- 
prehended now justified him in^calling 
for it. 

Earl Grey said, that at an earlier 
hour he might have been tempted to 
enter into all the circumwpancesof this 
most irsrff ortant question ; but now it 
was utterly out of his power to acquit 
himself satisfactorily, even according to 
his humble abilities, in defending the 
cause of the people of England against 
til# most unnecessary and uncalled-for 
at4ick upou their liberties, which any 
minister of the crown, in any period of 
our history, had ever attempted. He 
entirely concurred wdth Marquis Wel- 
lesley as to the character of the late 
peace. Where were they to seek for 
that liberty and that independence of 
which the noble earl boasted ^ Was it 
to Genoa they were to look for the due 
regard that had been paid to the rights 
of an independent state ? Was it in 
Lombardy they would find that hap- 
piness and comfort which the peace was 
asserted to have produced ? Was it in 
Venice, now blotted out of the map of 
independent nations, and consigned to 
a power which he would not describe ? 
Was it in Saxony, whose troops, de- 
serting their sovereign, placed them- 
selves in the ranks of our own armies, 
to fight for the common cause, whose 
whole population united to assert the 
rights we asserted — was it to that de- 
voted country we must look for the 
verification of the noble earl’s asser- 
tion ? He considered the complaint 
equally just as to the want of all pro- 
vision for our mercantile interests, Jn 
consequence of which, restrictions had 
'jcen imposed in a spirit scarcely 
vindictive, than that which had dic- 
tated the Berlin and Milan decrees. 
He could see no reason to justify the 
not calling parliament sooner toge- 
ther, not merely for the purpose of im- 
posing restrictions, but of endeavour- 
ing to conciliate the people, by listen- 
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iiTg tp their grievances, and concerting 
measures or economy and retrench- 
ment. Pie could see no danger so great 
or urgi^it as to justify the suspension 
of the invaluable privilege in question. 
In almost every former instance, there 
was either foT'^ign war or domestic re- 
bellion, No conspiracy, like Ihe pre- 
sent, accompanied with an utter impro- 
bability of success, could be a sufficient 
aground for it. What was the nature 
and character of this conspiracy ? They 
knew the chief actors in it ; for the r>'- 
port distinctly staled, that they were 
the persons who attempted to excite an 
insurrection on thel^d December. Who 
were they ? Persons of great conse- 
quence and connections in the country, 
whovSc co-operation gave a foi midable 
character to the attempt ? No. '^lliey 
were miserable wretches, reduced to 
the lowest poverty and distre.s, who 
would probably liave bet'u driven to 
seek relief iijion the higlivvay, if theie 
had not been a piospect that the dis- 
contents of the country were such as 
miglit prompt many to follow their 
wild schemes. 'J'he mob assembled at 
Spa- fields ; they were addressed in in- 
flammatory language ; to be sure tluy 
were provided with amnninitioii, Im- 
ving about twenty or thiity bails, and 
a pound of gunpownler concealed in an 
old stocking. They were not follow'- 
ed by more than two or three hundred 
persons, who plundered a few gun- 
smiths shops, and a gentleman received 
a wound, from which he sincerely ho- 
ped he would recover. Such excesses 
ought undoubtedly to be repressed and 
p^inished, but in order to do so, was it 
necessary to suspend the Habeas Cor- 
pus ? Those formidable rioters fie’* 
even at the very mention of a dragoon ; 
they did not wait to see their horues 
heads at the top of a street, so admi- 
rable were the military arrangements of 
that able commander, General Lord 
Viscount Sidmouth lauoh.) With 
regard to illegal societies, and seditious 


or blasphemous publications, the laws 
now in existence appeared to him am- 
ply sufficient to repress and punish 
these. He might have agreed a 
moderate limitation upon meetings heid 
in the open air, and to a bill for the 
protection of the person of the Prince 
Regent. By/:onfining their proposi- 
tions within theso limits, ministers 
would have secured ^he unanimity of 
parliament, and prevented any farther 
irritation in the country. 

I'lie Duke of Sussex did justice to 
the motives of tlie noble lords oppo- 
site ; but could sec no proof that such 
a conspiracy existed, as tliey had at- 
tempted to persuade the house of. He 
had been jircsent at the examination at 
the Mansion-house, wlveie he foiind 
that the whole suhscripln u amonnted 
to ten pounds sterling; that the- wag- 
gon had cost L.h), lOs. of uluch l()s. 
was yet unpaid; that liie ainiruinitioii 
consisted of fiftv balls in an oUl stocic- 
ing, with a pound weight of powder in 
a canister. When these were all the 
proofs of the conspiracy, was thei e any 
call for such a measure as that priqio- 
sed : Attached to the veneralde, the 
saeied fabiic of the Brunh constitu- 
tion, no man would ever feel more 
anxioii*' tlian himself to>takc every pre- 
caution to prevent that faerie from be- 
ingdilapidated,but never could he con- 
sent to the adi.ption of measures for 
abridging the liberty of Englishmen, 
for depriving them of their legitimate 
rights, when there w/'s no case made 
out to justify such measures being 
adopted. Glorying irrthe name of Bri- 
ton, because that name was connected 
with every thing dear to the human 
he could only say, that while he 
lived, he should ever consider it his 
highest honour to maintain, unimpair- 
ed, the sacred right of Britons. 

Lord Grenville considered the ques- 
tion now before the house as one of the 
most important which could occupy 
the attention of their lordships. No- 



HISTORY. 


Chap. 3.] 

thing could justify the present measure 
but the most deliberate conviction of 
its necessity ; but he was prepared to 
sa^that this necessity was completely 
rimde out. He referred to the riots of 
1780, and to the events of flie French 
Revolution, in order to shew the dread- 
ful effects that might Ife produced by 
' the passions of an infuriated mob. No- 
‘ thing could be more dangeroi*s than the 
present attempts to undermine the mo- 
rals and religion of the country, and to 
•persuade the lower classes that annual 
parliaments, and universal suffrage, had 
ever formed^part of the British consti- 
tution. It was not then for the secu- 
.rity of the higher classes alone-*—it was 
not for the security of the middling 
classes — but it was for the security of 
the whole'community, that he thought 
it necessary that parliament should in- 
terpose, to arm ministers witli those 
powers, which he feared were the only 
, means left to protect the safety and se- 
curity of the nation at large. How it 
was that the evil was allowed to reach 
so great a height, without any mea- 
biires having been adopted to check its 
progress, he was unable to say ; but it 
was siiflieient for him, lor the present 
purpose, to be ccmvineed, tluu the cmI 
had 111 lact a-'Kaucctl to a nue_',iutiulc 
which re(|i.ired the pjvsent measure. 
He coitamly thoiighi the ex^iuieiiee 
of the last six moiitlit must have con- 
vinced every man tliat it was the vluty 
of gova iimcwt to pioteel the peaceable* 
part.ol the coiiMiiuiiit y, and that it was 
ab.-ailutely necessary^ to seciue them 
against the eviTs that existed ; lor it 
would he a mockery to speak of the 
jirolection we enjoyed under our laws, 
when it was seen by expcriencc'^’liiaV 
the peace of the country coidd be dis- 
turbed, whenever it was tlie pleasure 
t)t these desperate madmen to call to- 
gcthertheir mobs, to attack the houses, 
persons, and pioperty, of his majesty’s 
peaceable subjects, uudei I lie shadow 
^ and pretence of a constiLulional rtfoini 


of the represenijiation in parliament. 
The facts that had come out before the 
committee had clearly shew'^^ that, 
however strong the provisions of the 
existing laws against corresponding so- 
cieties and clubs may be, there are in- 
genious modes by whiclrthe cfafty and 
design^g may evade those laws, and 
render them altogether inefficient. He 
felt it IBs bounden duty to declare, that 
he considered the present situation of 
the country to be one of extreme dan- 
ger, and that some extraordinary legis- 
lative measures were absolutely neces- 
sary. At no period in the history of 
the country did he believe the danger 
to have been greater. Never would the 
revolution in France have been accom- 
plished, had the morals and religion of 
the community not been subverted ; 
and he begged to assure their Lord- 
ships, that when once the religious ha- 
bits of a country were attempted to be 
undermined by the sophistry or ridi- 
cule of the profane — when once her 
sacred institutions were turned into 
scorn, there existed but little hope for 
that country. vSuch being tlic serious 
conviclion of his mind, he felt it to be 
Ins duly openly" to declare hi^ opinion, 
and to give hui cordial, tluuigh reliu*- 
tant support, to tlie pissing uf a lull 
for the t('m]>or:uy suspeii.-ioi; of lie. 
Habeas Corpus Act. 

d'he Duke of Gloucester and i^oid 
1 loliaud siiorily opposed the bdl, after 
which the \ote being put, it was ear- 
rieel b\^ lot' agaliisL bo, being a majo- 
rity of lib. The bill wuas then lead 
a third time and passed. 

Oil the same day Lord Castlere»y^h 
laid open in the Chnnmons the measures 
.vhieh he wiidied to propose in consc- 
ijiieMiee of the facts stated in the report 
of tlie secret committee, Ide assured 
the House, that in the whole course ol 
his life he had never performed a more 
painful duly than that wliich he was 
then calk'd upu/ to dischaige. It had 
frequently been iiccucsary for him, in 
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extraordinary exigenoies of the state, 
to call on parliament to take extraor- 
dinary y;>easures to meet those exigen- 
cies. Ittut it was peculiarly painful 
and grievous to find, that after having 
passed through all the dangers and 
pressure ^of wai**, it became necessary, 
notwithstanding the return ol^ peace 
abroad, to require the adoption of 
proceedings that might insure the con- 
tinuance of tranquillity at home. Yet 
however painful, it was not perhaps 
wonderful, after such a revolution, that 
there should be men in the/ lowest s>i- 
tuations who imagined themselves qua- 
lified to fill the highest offices in the 
state. Happily the revolutionary spi- 
rit had now descended from the higher 
and better informed ordeis to the infe- 
rior classes. Yet while he contrasted 
the different orders of society in which 
the revolutionary feeling existed now 
and formerly, he by no means implied 
that he did not think much of the ta- 
lents and ability of those designing in- 
dividuals who to<-.k advantageof the ex- 
istence ed the present feeling. Idler c was 
no lack of talent on tficpai tofthf\se\% ho 
were engaged in these crinnnalentei pri- 
zes. Let the House read the libels \vhich 
degraded all exiptuig aiuhoriticS,v\ liich 
vilified every thing sacred and e.^^tab- 
lished, they would not trace in them a 
vulgar understanding. The men by 
whom they were written, however per- 
versely, however mischievously (lii>pn- 
fled, were men of evident ability. In 
support of this a'^sertion, he need only 
appeal to his honourable and learned 
friend near him, to state the difficulty 
which he encountered in dealing with 
those libels. But this was not all. 
There were many men distinguished in 
station and abilities, who, if they were 
not connected with those meetings, 
conducted themselves in such a man- 
ner as to countenance their principles 
and their proceeding's. These persons 
who had di*tinguisn^d themselves by 
their efforts to excite and inflame the 


public mind, were recognized by tlic 
conspirators as their allies — as em- 
barked in a common cause; and though 
they did not render themselves liable 
to the operation of the laws, yet, in 
the deliberations of the conspirators, 
they were referred to, and named fa- 
miliarly amongkst themBclves, as those 
who, under a new state of things, 
should c(}vmpose their committees of 
public safety. ( (Vies of name^ name I) 
He did not feel it his duty to name 
any one. He would distinctly allow, 
that the committee had hot seen the 
slightest evidence to shew, that any in- 
dividuals of the higher ranks were mem- 
bersof any of the combinations to which 
he had alluded ; but the persons actu- 
ally combining considered that such 
individuals so elfcctually aided and a- 
betted their purposes, as to be per- 
suaded. that as soon as an insurrection 
sliould have overturned the state, those 
individuals would be ready to declare 
rhemstlvcs, and to put themselves at 
their head. I^ord C. conceived, that 
tin* unanimous !e})ort of the secret 
c(»nimittee, a body not composed of 
any one class of statesmen, must leave 
no doubt as lo tlu' oxirtence ot trea- 
soirable practice's. It had been j/roved, 
that a .strong tlloit hasi been made in 
arms tf> attain tlic object i:i view, and 
it appeared that the individuals who 
were deeply imjAicated in the crime of 
treason, had been the most active to 
procure mectingsfor the apparent pur- 
pose of parliamentary ucfoi m, particu- 
larly that of the ^d December. Thi^ 
petition of one individtial, wlio had ta- 
ken a prominent part in llic meetings 
in the metropolis, was before the 
House. It was not for him to assign 
the motives which actuated that indi- 
vidual ; but this he would say, that, 
admitting all the statements in that 
petition to be true, they did not nega- 
tive what he had asserted, that the 
project of the first meeting in Novem- 
ber was formed with the view of feel- 
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ing llie ])ulsc of the public, and that 
the public in November not appearing 
sufficiently ripe for the purpose in 
viex'ii, ]3ecember was considered as a 
p(y'iod when the poison might be more 
likely to be poured with effect into the 
public mind, and that for the purpose 
of the effort which they were equally 
ready to make in November. It ap- 
peared from the .report, that that ef- 
fort was only part of the hopes of the 
C^onspirators, and that they had other 
hopes which ‘were not closed yet,— 
hopes which w'cre founded on being 
able; if not by a desperate effort to 
seize the rulfng power, at least gradu- 
ally to poison the public mind, more 
especially in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts. Such being the nature of the 
dangers tfi be apprehended, he pro- 
cecdcji to state the remedies which it 
would, in his opinion, be expedient to 
‘apply. These were, 1st. the tempo- 
rary siiHpension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act. 2d, To extend the act of 1795 
for the security of his majesty’s person, 
to his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent, as the person exercising the func- 
tions of royalty. 3d, To embody into 
one act the provisions of the act of 
1795, relative to tumultuous meetings 
and debating «;)cictie3, and the provi- 
ftions of the act of the 39tli of the 
king, which declared the illegality of 
all societies bound t^getlier by secret 
oaths, if not by secret oaths, which ex- 
tended# itself by fraternized branches* 
over the kingdom ; and to make it 
enact that the nominating delegates or 
commissioners, •under any pretext, to 
any other society of the kind, should 
be considered as sufficient proof of the 
illegality of such societies or associa- 
’tioiis. ith, I'o make such enactments 
as should be thought most effectual to 
punish, with the utmost rigour, any 
attempt to gain over soldiers or sailors 
to act with any association or set of 
men, and withdraw them from their 
a-llegiance. He was anxious that the 


House should observe the distinction 
which he wished to make aPs to the 
duration of these measures. Some of 
them it would be thought wise - enact 
as permanent laws, but others might 
be merely for a time. Particularly the 
law against seditious meetings and de- 
bating ^cieties was one whicn ought 
not to be continued longer than should 
be thought absolutely necessary to ob- 
viate the present temporary danger. 
When that law had been first introdu- 
ced, the time during which it was to 
continue in force had been limited to 
three years from the end of the session 
when the act was passed. On the pre- 
sent occasion, he anxiously indulged 
the hope, that by the complete expo- 
sure of the nature of the doctrines 
which had been so industriously incul- 
cated, the associations in question 
would fall to pieces by their own ab- 
surdity, and that it w^ould not now be 
necessary to extend the duration of 
this measure so long as at the time 
when it was first proposed, and when 
the country had a double contest to 
maintain, against a foreign as well as a 
domestic enemy. He would, there- 
fore, wish this act to endure till after 
the commencement of the next session 
of parliament, when it might be re- 
newed if circumstances should seem to 
render it necessary, or if not, it might 
be suffered to expire. His lordship 
concluded with moving that leave be 
given to bring in a bill for the more ef- 
ffictiially preventing seditious meetings 
and assemblies. 

Mr Ponsonby, as a member of the 
secret committee, expressed his entire 
concurrence in all the facts stated in 
its report. Contemptible as the socie- 
ties were in which the seditious designs 
Imd originated, he w’as convinced they 
might become dangerous by neglect, 
and was ready to go every length 
which duty and propriety would allow 
in strengthening the hands of govern- 
ment against them. He concurred, 
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therefore, in the proDosed act for the 
defence bf the royal person, and in 
that which related to the crime of se- 
ducin^soldiers from their allegiance. 
With regard to that regulating meet- 
ings and debating societies, he could 
not deliver an^ positive opinion till he 
knew its nature more exactly.^But he 
could by no means extend this assent 
to the proposed suspension of the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act, which would meet 
with an opposition from him as perfect 
and as firm as his support to the othei;^. 
He censured also those parts of the 
preceding speech which appeared to 
leflect upon individuals, and on which 
subject an explanation was offered by 
Lord Castlereagh. 

Sir F. Burdett seeing so much exag- 
geration of well-known facts, and such 
unauthorized insinuations against per- 
sons who were innocent ; believing 
that an attempt was made to create 
alarm for no other purpose than as a 
ground for measures which would pre- 
vent the people from demanding tlu-ir 
rights, felt that he should not be doing 
his duty if he did not oppose ni Inn 'inc 
these new regulations \sluch ministers 
had proposed. — [Jinn !) — AVitli re- 
spect to clubs, he himself belong< d to 
more than one of those from whom 
danger, treason, and conspiracy weie 
said to spring. Fie (8ir Francis) owed 
allegiance to the laws and the conslilu- 
tion, but he owed no allegiance to the 
ministry of the day, or to t‘ie borough- 
mongers of the House, and he believed 
that the cry of treason wa.-i raiscti Iroin 
a dread of a reform (if the Ihni*e. — 
(llcuf'j hear, hear !) — Hi (Sir ]•’. ) 
was a member of ilie fiampiieu Club ; 
he had the mislortuiie ]ikev\isc to be- 
long to the Union Club, both pro- 
scribed by the noble lord. He w»as 
called a traitor lor mingling in such 
societies ; wlieicas he taxed the iiolde 
lord with being a conspirator, and at 
the head of a societ)^‘miich more for- 
midable than the Spenceans, viz. the 


Expcnceans ; — he wouh^ tell him he 
had committed offences for wdiich he 
ought to be impeached, and for which 
he would have been impeachei, he 
had not been protected by the general 
participation of his crime. — [Hear^ 
hear!) — He had committed more 
treasons than ^Jl the Union Clubs put 
together i He had endangered more 
the safety and the co/istitution of the 
country. The noble lord w^as an old 
offender. Let his conduct in Ireland 
be considered ; let the Bloody course 
he there pursued be duly taken into 
the account, and this country would 
see reason for being on its guard against 
him, fjf the committee he had an 
unfavourable opinion, though it con- 
tained some names which he respected; 
but the numbers chosen frOin his side 
of the House might be said, without 
disrespect, to be notorious alarmists. 
FJe believed in his conscience, that 
without reform, security of property 
and peisonal lilierty could not exist 
much longer in this country . — [Loud 
vjics of hear !) 

Mr Lamb ihouglit it not liandsome 
or ])arlianu'ntary to u>e nicknames, by 
culling him and the other ii'embers of 
the committee notorious alaimists. If 
he were to retort, and oidl the lionour- 
ahle liaroncl a notorious Jacobin, theK‘ 
might lie as much reason in the charge. 
He firmly believed the tiuth of the 
facts m the leport, and the' jiisiness of 
lits inferences. 

Sir F. Ihu’dett dill n.vt nieaii alarmist 
in a bud sense ; but Jaeobiu could noW- 
be used ni a good oiic*^ as it gcneially 
passed fim eui-lhnjat. 

k'^'ii S. J\ (.niilly 'wished tile 1 K)use to 
consider the subject mate n. ly, befoi e it 
adoptt d the measures pi oposed. There 
was griat danger of raJu.iss m legis- 
lating ; and li there inid been a due 
considi lation of what the law. was as it 
at present existed, and how far go- 
vernment had endeavcAired to carry it 
into execution, he was convinced that 
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the committee would not have rccom- 
lucnded any change. The noble lord 
was mistaken in his speech, in suppo- 
sihg^haf no law existed against secret 
meA^tings. There were strong, effica- 
cious, and severe enactments against 
such seditious or secret meetings, — 
agairjst societies that 4)ok oaths, — 
•against societies that corresponded or 
hadanintercliangQ,of delegates^— against 
societies that required contributions of 
rrA>ney, and all persons who were found 
guilty were liable to transportation for 
seven years. If these laws were not 
eHectual, what could be effectual ? 
What steps iTad been taken by minis- 
ters to enforce them ? The onl^ other 
part of the report referred to blasphe- 
mous and seditious libels. It should 
he known here likewise how far exist- 
ing hvws had been enforced, before 
new powers were claimed. He had no 
’doubt that there were many persons 
who were labouring to degrade his 
majesty’s government ; but the House 
should take care to shew the people 
that they were no parties in the ob- 
ject, and that they were most anxious 
to preserve those great bulw<irks of 
tlfeir liberties, the Habeas Corpus 
Act and the trial by jury, 

Mr Brouglum was sensible of the 
disadvantage under which he stood, in 
being ignoiant of the evidence on 
which t!ie lepoit \v»> founded; yet 
even in the face of it, hi’ saw icason to 
differ f»om ifie opinion- of his friends, 
Mr l.,an.b ane^ Mr Punsonby. He 
'•onlei discover no suflicient leason lor 
calling upon th# House to jiay el-Avn 
llieir constilutioiiLil rights liy instal- 
ment, to subiniL to vi* gagping bill to- 
day, to the punisliinent of tran.sporta- 
‘tion to-morrow, and to a total suspen- 
sion of the constitution on the e!ay af- 
ter. When he consideied the very 
small extent to whie li actual insurrec- 
tion had gone, and the smallness of the 
means by which it had been proposed 
^ to muiiitaiu it, it did appear marvellous 


to him, that tw<juty-one honourable 
gentlemen should, upon such evidence, 
gravely require the assent of the House 
to the danger arising from the absurd 
and visionary speculations of the writer 
named Spence ; because some foolish 
individuals who had adopted hij absurd 
principh^’i had met at Spafields with a 
numerous body of persons in distress, 
and because it was said that a plan was 
in agitation to proceed from thence 
to pillage the Bank, after which their 
military ardour was to lead them a step 
farther, to attack the Tower, and take 
it fiy a coup dc main, without having 
any thing like guns, though a man 
liad certainly ordered a few hundred 
pike-heads to be made. But it was 
scarcely possible that any body could 
believe such an absurdity, as that these 
persons, unarmed, and without a sin^ 
sapper or miner amongst them, were to 
proceed to destroy the bridges. With- 
out having been in any of those battles 
which liad immortalized the Huke of 
Wellington and his soldiers, lie did 
think fie had sufficient knowledge of 
engineering to declare that tlie story 
was made a little too strong for credi- 
bility, when it was said that with such 
means the Spenceans were to destroy 
those immense piles of architecture 
which connected both sides of the 
rivei. '^riic Sjieiiceau docliines and 
tlieii autfior appeared to iuin utterly 
ceuti inptihle, and sucli as must speedi- 
ly die id themselves. When the ]K)wer 
which tile suspeiision of the Hah. its 
Corpus and the tiial by jury 

would give to any ministers vva- ci>nsi. 
dered, it would become the House to 
pause well hefiue tiie)' const nled to 
arm such niiiiistcis as tlie jireoeiit witli 
powers that might be devoted to the 
w0rst of jmity purposes. It was im- 
possible not to believe that this mea- 
sure did not originate ill party motives, 
and that its ub|ect was to distract and 
divide the politiAil opponents of the 
present adniiiustratioii. But he would 
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Icii the uoble lord, that the hope was 
vain ; for the attention of the people 
was not to be diverted from those sa- 
lutary and necessary objects, retrench- 
ment and reduction, and, tinally, a re- 
form in the representation of the people. 
Whatever might be the fate of the bill, 
tlie noble lord would hnd that, as soon 
as it was got rid of, the House would 
immediately take up the last motion, 
that on the Lords of the Admiralty, 
from which its attention had been di- 
verted. 

Mr Canning had often remarked, 
that no creed was so extravagant as 
the creed of unbelief ; this seemed 
confirmed by the case of those who 
thought that all the matter of the re- 
port was a plot invented by ministers. 
‘‘ The object of tins ingenious and dia- 
bolical invention, it seems, was to de- 
feat the efforts of the mighty phalanx 
which is combined to investigate our 
conduct, and drive us from our seats. 
And for this purpose we have, it is 
supposed, gone thiough the following 
elaborate, but compendious system of 
operations. We have, first, devised or 
resuscitated a set of extravagant and 
pernicious principles, hostile alike to 
the peace of nations and to the welfare 
of mankind, which we have caused to 
be circulated throughout the country, 
and particularly throughout the dis- 
tressed and suffering parts of it. Wc 
have next selected a certain number of 
desperate, but ti ust-w^orlhy incendia- 
lies, to act upon these principles to 
the full extent of direct physical le- 
sistaricc and rebellion, risking their 
own lives, but keeping our coun.sel all 
the time. Next, so secure have we 
felt in the framing and jointing of our 
conspiracy against ourselves, so confi- 
dent that nothing would appear 
should betray the secret of its fabrica- 
tion, that we have ventured to submit 
it to the inspection of a secret com- 
mittee, composed, rtj 1 liave staled, 
and as wc all know, that committee to 


have been ; and so entirely has tlic 
event justified our confidence, that we 
have been enabled to procure a report 
— an unanimous report— —from ♦.hac 
committee, affirming the existence .pf 
the plot, but without a hint at the 
suspiciousness of its origin. Why, 
sir, all this sounds very foolish, and it 
is so ; but it is the creed, real or pre- 
tended, of those who say that the plot 
is the plot of ministers ; and it is, as I 
have said, the ordinary course of those, 
who hardily deny what, according to 
all fair rules of evidence, they cannot 
avoid believing, to take refuge in some 
extravagant hypothesis, Ly which the 
most implicit credulity would be stag- 
gered.*' It had been asked what was 
the nature of the danger ? ‘‘ Why, sir, 
the danger to be apprehended is not to 
be defined in one word. It is rebellion, 
but not rebellion only ; it is treason, 
but not treason merely ; it is confisca- 
tion, but not confiscation within such 
bounds as have been usually applied to 
it in the changes of dynasties, or the 
revolutions of states ; it is an aggre- 
gate of all these evils ; it is all that 
dreadful variety of sorrow and of suf- 
fering wliich must follow the extine- 
tion of loyalty, morality, and religion ; 
which must follow up/m the accom- 
plishment of designs, tending not only 
to subvert the constitution of Eng- 
land, but to overthrow the whole 
frame of society. Such is the nature 
, and extent of the danger which would 
attend the success of fhc projects de- 
veloped ill the report of the commit-, 
tee/* It was said th't the Spencean 
doctrines were mere idle and visionary 
speculations ; but when their support- 
cr.s came forth armed in furtherance of 
tlieni, was it not time to be on our 
guard ? He did not believe the Spen- 
ceans rr: ant to make an equal partition 
of the land, but he believed they meant 
to spoil its present possessors. Minis- 
ters were far from feeling any wish to 
wield at pleasure an unconstitutional 
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authority. ‘‘Theexccutive government 
do not ask for these additional powers 
as a boon, ( God knows they are no ob- 
j5ct*of •desire,) but for the due dis- 
charge of an embarrassing and distress- 
ing duty, we feel bound to receive 
them as a trust — to support them as a 
burjlen, which we shajl most unwil- 
’ ILngly carry, and shall most gladly lay 
•down. We ask them — we will accept 

them only for the conservafion of the 

jJublic safety. At our own sugges- 
.tion, the duration of the most onerous 
and delicate part of this trust is to be 
limited to a period during which it 
will be exercised under the immediate 
observation of parlianicnt. Dpes this 
look as if our application had in view 
any object which we fear to describe 
Besides, if the government demanded 
eucira^irdinary powers, were not these 
extraordinary times ? “ Have we — has 
’ England ever seen the like before ? We 
have had our share in this country of 
every specie s ul jjolitical dissension ; 
disputed titles to the crown ; disputed 
rights to the people ; invasions ; re- 
bellions ; tile struggles ot rival dynas- 
ties ; and civil wars both of politics 
anid religion ; but in all our varieties 
of agitation and eonvulhion, were we 
ever exposed such pests as these of 
the present day ? In our civil wars, 
iheie was enough of violence and of 
blood; lull pi iiieipl* was opposed to 
principle, and honest and upright men 
might^be IvUind on either side. Rc> 
publicainsni w^is opposed to monar- 
chy, and monarchy was overthrown ; 
but the overtl#i-ow of monarchy was 
luit edccted for the sake of throwing 
all government into* confusion — they 
destroyed not in those days for the 
sake of destruction alone. In religion, 
independency was opposed to episco- 
pacy, and independency triumphed ; 
but it was still for some form of reli- 
gion that the contest was carried on. 
It was not for the destruction of all 
ivligious principle ; it was not the 


S9 

opposition of mere 7i€galion to God. 
It was left for the reformers of modern 
times to endeavour to strip the mind 
of all reverence for the Deity, in order 
to prepare the man to become a mere 
instrument of ruin, — a remorseless 
agent of evil.” 

The sense of the House upon this 
subject was strongly marked by the 
vote, in which, by a majority of 190 to 
14, leave was given to bring in the 
bill. At the same time leave was 
given to bring in the other two bills 
announced by Lord Castlereagh. The 
r?abeas Corpus Act having originated 
in the Lords, was to be received from 
that House. 

In consequence of the rapidity with 
which the Habeas Corpus Bill had 
passed the House of Lords, the first 
reading was moved in the House of 
Commons on the 26th. It gave occa- 
sion to a long and animated debate. • 

Mr Bcnnet said, he would oppose 
in every stage this arbitrary, impolitic, 
and uncalled-for measure. After what 
had passed in the House that night — 
after the statements of various mem- 
bers, and from various parts of the 
country, he was surprised that the 
noble lord opposite should move the 
first reading of this bill as a matter of 
course. He was surprised that no de- 
fence was offered, that no explanation 
was given, that no facts were stated, 
for the purpose of inducing the House 
to enact a measure which suspended 
all the benefits of the constitution, 
which enslaved the country, and placed 
the liberty of every man in it at the 
disposal of ministers. With regard to 
the report, he could not help being 
surprised that his friend Mr Ponsonby 
had disgraced himself by sitting in the 
committee, particularly in company 
with Lord Castlereagh. Similar charges 
had been brought forward against the 
country in 1794 and 1812, the false- 
hood of which 'had been afterwards 
proved by judicial evidence, and the 
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actual disturbances w^’ie found to have 
been in a* great measure fomented by 
government. No man could condemn 
more than he blasphemous expressions 
and publications ; but the existing 
laws upon this subject appeared to 
him quite sufficient for their suppres- 
sion. Nothing was more ridiculous 
than the importance attached to the 
attempt of the 2d December. How 
was this mighty project to be accom- 
plished ? Could a hope be formed of 
success ? Could there be the least dan- 
ger apprehended from such wild anS 
absurd projects ? Could they suppose 
that they could overpower a garrison 
without spreading an alarm, in a case 
w'here a single watchman would not 
be siirpiised ? He was willing to ad- 
mit that some wild, mad, desperate, 
and mischievous enthusiasts might dis- 
cuss the probability of success attend- 
ing such enterpnzes in ale-houses ; 
that they might, in their ignorant and 
intoxicated societies, start such ab- 
surd ideas, but could there be any 
danger from such instruments ? Was 
there not strength enough in the exist- 
ing law to restrain their attempts ? and 
because they were so frantic and fool- 
ish, was the liberty of tlic v/hole nation 
to be placed at the disposal ol minis- 
ters ? The poiiipoiis bur- 

lesque design 111 I lie rej.ojt, i. oinoared 
Willi the iiisti iimt'iUs and li;e n.eai.s ol 
execution, put him in n.md ol a per- 
formance, winch pLihaps th«* ng!n iio- 
iiouiable geiiilenuni opjmsite ( Mr Can- 
ning) would rernemlici hater tli.iu he 
could, he ineaiil the atta koi- the iVh- 
bey (d Oiudinibiug, (in the Anti-, la- 
cubiii.) Tode.Muihc this tmtci pri/e in 
the style of lliat peiKmmance, ifiere 
would be — Scene, Sj)a(icJds — d’line, 
morning — Enter waggon, with svx 
men and tiie ammumiion e>tocking. — 
{ A — Fiom Sp*dit Ids they must 

proceed to blown]) the bnd;ges, with- 
out sappeis Ol iniueis'^ they inusL lake 
the Bank, defended by its guard ; they 


must advance to summon the Tower, 
defended with artillery, and manned 
with soldiers ; they must overpower 
all opposition, and take posscSsioa' of 
the town. Was not such an absurdity, 
gravely advanced in the report, suffi- 
cient to throw discredit on the whole ? 
Shame, shame, to those who could 
produce this absurdity to parliament, 
and, on the ground of its importance, 
call upon ns for a surrender of our li- 
berties ! It was said that few of the 
higher, or even middling '^dasses, were 
concerned in these proceedings. If there 
was any one, he ought to have been 
named. If there was none, then this part 
of the report insinuated a falsehood. The 
whole people were in this report libel- 
led and arraigned ; they were traduced 
in their characters, and wc^e to sur- 
render their freedom to such tr^sh as 
this, — “ trash’' which was only lit to 
be trampled under feet. Yet upon 
vague and absurd allegations, the in- 
vasion of the constitution was justiticd, 
and measures were to be passed, by 
which he might be apprehended and 
imprisoned to-morrow, by the com- 
mand, and during the pleasure, of the 
noble lord, “ 'riiongh tho;)e,” saivl 
the honourable genlleniaii, “ in whom 
L have the greatest coniHlence wei e to 
lecpiire such a saciilicc — ihoiigli mi- 
iin teis, wiiose I was cuii\in- 

cetl had always t vnded to ])roni()te the 
piiblie gooil — ’iiongli my (nvn Irieiuls 
made the dem.imi, 1 would op])Ose 
them, till the) the'Ned,jn the necessity 
ut tile c'ase, a jii-’Ltla'alKMi tit their ]iio- 
jiti^'al .. 1 V, ill never coin’ent, thcrolore, 
to smreiidei the riglits <if llw ]>eopie, 
witlneat such iiectssity, into tile hands 
of such minisleis as the noble lord, 
who wt)uld abuse the jiower intrusted 
to them, who liavt‘ alieady imbrued 
their hands ni the blood of then coun- 
try, who have already been guilty of 
the most crimiudi ciuellies.” 

Lt)id Ca&tleieagh S])ok(‘ to t>ida. 
He felt It his duty to call upon the 
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lionourable member to state which in- 
dividual member of the present govern- 
ment lud criminally imbrued his hands 
m fhe blood of his country ? 

' Mr Bennet said he charged the mem- 
bers of his majesty’s government in 
their official situations, with having 
before called for the vc?'y same powers 
which they now required, and with 
’ having abused t^ie trust th§n reposed 
^in.them, and afterwards covered their 
miscondyct with a bill of indemnity. 

* L.ord Castlereagh. “ 1 have then to 
say, that, if it has been asserted that I 
ever crimin|illy imbrued my hands in 
the blood of my country, the honour- 
. able member has stated that fv’luch is 
false.” 

After some conversation by l.oitl 
Milton, Mr Yorke, Mr Wynn, J\e. 
Mr Bennet said, tliat, though lie v/tiuld 
be the last man alive to retract anything 
he miglit have said, from any regard lui 
the consequences whieli might eiime so 
far as they could allVet hinisclf, ho had, 
however, no hesitation in saying, tliil 
the charges in question weie r-'oant 
’ generally, and were not intended to be 
confined to one individual. When he 
had spoken of a minister imbruing his 
hands in the blood of his country, he 
had not meaift to speak of the two 
hands belonging to any individual mem- 
ber of the government, but he spoke 
of all that administraTion in whose time 
those scenes had passed in Ireland, 
whielfhe shiuild ever sincerely lament; 
and. under wltich this very law was 
called for. 

LiOrd Castlt?Veagh, when he inter- 
rupted the li OIK) 11 rabble member, had 
thought the cliarge which he had made 
was directed personally against him. 
Now that he had heard the honourable 
gentleman say he meant it generally 
against the government of which he 
was a member, he had no cause to 
complain. 

Mr Frankland Lewis and Mr Yorke 
Supported the bill, and Mr Smyth of 
Cambridge opposed it. 


Mr Robinsonl observed, .that the 
union of Mr Ponsonby and Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, so much depre cated by Mr 
Bennet, appeared to him the clearest 
proof of the solid grounds upon which 
the committee proceeded. It was easy 
to deny the facts repo* ted by a com- 
mittee of this nature, which could not 
with propriety state names and autho- 
rities. The Spenccans, however, were 
no new society ; they had been men- 
tioned in the report of [SOI , niuler the 
name of Spensonians, their object rlien 
b^jing thc#iame as now, a general dis- 
tribution of: the property of the coun- 
try. Many socu ties, mt'cting ostensi- 
bly for lawful ])iirposes, earned on 
suiiilar pLiUS ; and iiotliing appeared 
to hiui so dcir;g('r 'i\: th(' unlawful 

t.>aihs wir.eii w^.e so generally admini- 
stered. 

i^oid Altiiorp felt himself eouscicn- 
tion,-.!)' called upon K; vole against the 
bill. 

'Fhe Loid Advocate of Scotland 
eoi.inuniicaleil etune fact;? relative to 
th.it part of the Lingdoui ti' \\h't;h lie 
belonged. Publications had been re- 
cently circulated there, calculated to 
familiarise the popular mind with every 
immoral and seditious principle. Di- 
rections were given to watch very 
closely the conduct of those persons 
who were conspicuous in the seditions 
of 1796. The consequence was, that 
they were soon put in possession of 
information, that a regular conspiracy 
had been organized. It was found 
that an oath of the most dreadful im- 
port was used to bind together tlic 
members of this conspiracy. 

*^‘111 awful presence of God, I, A. B., 
do voluntarily swear, that i will per- 
severe in my endeavouring to form a 
bl'otherhood of affection amongst Bri- 
tons of every description, who are con- 
sidered worthy of confidence ; and that 
I will persevere ;iii my endeavours to 
obtainforall thepcoplein Great Britain 
and Ireland, not disqualified by crimes 
or insanity, the elective franchise at the 
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age of twenty-one, with free and equal 
representation, and annual parliaments ; 
and that I will support the same to the 
utmost of -my power, either by moral 
or physical strength, as the case may 
require ; and I do further swear, that 
neither Slopes; fears, or punishment, 
shall induce me to inform or give evi- 
dence against any member or members, 
collectively or individually, for any act 
or expression done or made, in or out, 
in this or similar societies, under the 
punishment of death, to be inflicted cn 
me by any member or members of such 
society. So help me God, and keep 
me stedfast.’* 

Many hundred persons were bound 
together by this oath, both in Glasgow 
and its vicinity. Soon afterwards in- 
formation was obtained, that a meeting 
had been held, in which a motion was 
made for the purpose of modifying the 
oath, and of leaving out its most offen- 
sive terms ; but such was the malignant 
disposition of that assembly, such its 
determination to have nothing to do 
with persons who would flinch from 
their horrid test, that the proposition 
of amendment was unanimously reject- 
ed. The result was, that at the next 
meeting several persons were appre- 
hended while sitting in full conclave. 
Though these were all the persons who 
had been taken up, yet there were 
others in a different sphere of life, who 
ought to have been apprehended, and 
who would have been taken up, pro- 
vided the evidence against them had 
been more satisfactory. This conspi- 
racy was not confined to Glasgow j its 
ramifications extended through various 
parts of the kingdom ; and so wide had 
the mischief spread, that he was in his 
conscience convinced that nothing but 
the passing of this bill could prevent 
the effusion of the blood of our fellow- 
citizens ; for a riot once commenced, 
who could say whe^e it would end ? 
He deeply regretted the great misfor- 
tune that such a measure should be 


necessary ; but he was persuaded that 
the very safety and existence of the 
constitution was concerned, a,nd that 
the constitution could not be preserved 
unless on this occasion one of its best 
and strongest bulwarks was suspended. 

Lord Milton still retained his opinion 
as to the dangerous nature of the de.- 
signs of the disaffected, though he was 
surprised, to hear the noble lord re- 
peating the oath in question, which 
had been purposely kept back by the 
committee. Notwithstanding his con- 
viction of the nefarious designs of many 
individuals throughout the country, he 
did not think there were a sufficient 
ground for removing the great bulwark 
to our liberties. 

Mr Wynne considered the danger of 
the country as very serious, and entirely 
approved of the bill. 

SirSamuel Romilly again urged that 
no trial had been made of the efficacy 
of the existing laws, and conceived that 
the proposed suspension could not be 
agreed to without serious danger to 
our liberties. 

Lord John Russell saw no ground 
whatever for the proposed suspension. 
He conceived it indispensiblc for the 
justification of such a measure, that 
persons within the country should be 
plotting with an enemy from without. 
There seemed nothing in the present 
danger which tne existing laws were 
not sufficient to encounter. The 
report of the committee ’•efers to two 
objects — to the plot which broke out 
in Spa-fields, and to the system of 
clubs and combinations now carrying 
on. As to the fffst, though the story 
is told in very pompous language in 
the report, we know the fact to be, 
that a few miserable malcontents at- 
tempted a riot ; that one man summon- 
ed the Tower ; and that another party, 
which went to the Royal Exchange, 
was defeated by the Lord Mayor and 
Sir James Shaw. So that whatever the 
danger may have been previously, it is 
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now past. The insurrection was tried 
and failed. Now, sir, what better proof 
can thegs be of the excellence of the 
present laws ? An attempt was made 
to' overturn them j the people refused 
to join in it, and it was immediately 
quelled. What better evidence could 
we desire of the sullicierfcy of the con- 
stitution to repel the dangers which 
menace it.*" With regard tg reform, 
\}e <:hoiight the best mode by which 
t&e House could preserve the respect 
of the people would be, that, while 
they were ready to sanction a new code 
in favour oi^ the crown, they should 
not refuse all innovation in favour of 
Jthe people. * 

After some remarks from Mr Cour- 
tenay in favour of the bill. Sir Francis 
Burdett expressed his satisfaction at 
the speech of the noble lord. The 
.name of Russell was dear to every 
Englishman ; and in the defence of 
• these rights his revered ancestor had 
lost his life. He did not believe that 
the proposed measure was designed for 
the benefit either of the c»*own or the 
people. In his opinion, it was calcu- 
lated solely for the benefit of the mi- 
nisters, who having brought the coun- 
try into inextricable difficulties, found 
a general demjffid for retrenchment of 
their profligate expenditure. The ex- 
travagance of which ministers had been 
guilty, was tenfold more destructive of 
the landed property of the kingdom, 
than die newly raised and visionary* 
miscJiief apprelv^nded from the disciples 
of a weak man who died twenty years 
ago, who never flreamed that he should 
make such a noise ip the world, and 
from whose absurd tracts no real dan- 
ger could ever be anticipated. The 
Expeiicean party, as he would deno- 
minate them, came to the same point as 
the Spenceans, whom they denounced. 
The honourable and learned gentleman 
had contended, that it was necessary to 
arm ministers with this despotic, de- 


testable, and mislbievous power, be- 
cause, he said, there were criminal 
persons in the country, the guilt of 
whom government had not the means 
of proving. According to him, men 
were to be punished, not because they 
were guilty, but because thereVere no 
means of proving them guilty. Was 
there ever doctrine more odious and 
more abominable, held in any assembly, 
or under any tyrant on earth ? This 
country had nothing to do with the 
political scenes of the French revolu- 
ti«i, and ’«'ith regard to its impiety, 
he knew nothing that could equal it, 
but the impiety which had lately been 
practised in this country, in the prayer 
which, in solemn mockery, implored of 
heaven to guard the Prince Regent 
from the pestilence that walked by 
day. He (Sir F. B.) knew of no 
pestilence except that pestilence which 
met the people at every corner, which 
visited their firesides, which partook 
of their meals, which accompanied 
them to their beds, whieh contamina- 
ted every thing they touched — the 
pestilence of insupportable taxation. 
Tile Attorney-General possessed al- 
ready enormous power over the press, 
and if he did not prosecute, it could 
only be because there was no proof of 
any offence. The noble lord might 
fine and imprison, he might erect a 
gallows in Palace-yard, or in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, but he 
could not physically gag the mouths 
of the people. If it was true that the 
great mass of the population of the 
empire was infected with the prin- 
ciples reprobated by the noble lord, 
could he shut it up ? Had he prisons 
sufficiently capacious ? Buonaparte 
erected eight additional bastiles in 
France ; but the noble lord must da 
much more, for our gaols were already 
overflowing. The execution of this 
act had been attewded with many gross 
instances of cruelty and oppression, 
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and far from, agreeing to it for even a 
few months, he would not agree to it 
for a few hours. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that with all 
his respect for the rank and taltMits of 
the honourable baronet, it appeared to 
him th&t his speech tended rather to 
the destruction than the salvation of 
the British constitution. 'I'he sub- 
stance of that speech, the attempt in 
it to treat with ridicule the piesent 
alarming state of the country, was 
only consistent with the honourable 
baronet, wlu) had many oy ears ago, 
during the late war, endeavoured to 
ridicule those treasons, wliich if iliey 
had been treated as lightly by pailia- 
ment as they had been by liu* honour- 
able baronet, the eonstil utioii wouhi 
long ago have been ovin turned, and 
that liouse w ould now have lam pio;.- 
trate, the victim of treason and lelaU 
lion, under the mask ot reform, lie 
begged pardon fur Itaviiig detained the 
House on a siihi'vt foreign to tlic 
question before it. But really it was 
matter for serious consideration to find 
the dangers which now threatened the 
country talked lightly of ; to hear even 
ridicule endeavoured to be thrown on 
the attempts against the person of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent — 
attempts of a nature so criminal, so 
abhorrent to human nature, as scarcely 
to be credited as having been made in 
any civili/cd country ; to hear those 
plots attempted to be made the subject 
of laughter which threatened the sub- 
version of the constitution, and wliich 
had threatened the lives and properties 
of tlie people of England. He dis- 
claimed any use of the bill for the 
purposes of punishment, but thought 
it essential to the safety of the state. 
He believed that a conspiracy existed 
in the country, for the subversion of 
the constitution. He was convinced 
that that conspiracy was great in point 
of numbers ; that the members were 
bound together by oaliis, involving the 


horrid principle of inflicting death on 
those who revealed them. He believed, 
too, that if the societies eng'aged in 
this conspiracy were not soon put 
down, they would be capable of stiiig- 
gling by force against the laws and 
government of this country. He be- 
lieved that the conspirators thought 
they were strong enough on the M of 
l)ecemb(,\r to accomplish their purpose ; 
he believed they afterwards adjourned 
the execution of their intention to the 
10th of February. He would put it 
to the House, whether on the eve of 
an insurrection, etnbracim; many parts 
of tlie country and ilie metropolis, they 
wished tlu exi'eutive to sit vviili tlieii 
arms iohlrcb and make no eflort to 
arrest it till it e.vplodevl against the 
state: Did tlu y wisli minusters to 

sidh r It first to explodt', and l)h>od to 
flow in tlie cniintiy i Was it not hu- 
manity to snatch the leader from the 
lu'ail of his troops before he could lead 
them against his majesty^s peaceful 
subjects ? 

Mr Ponsoiiby was placed in a hard 
situation between his friends, who ac- 
cused him of credulity, and gentlei?u’n 
opposite, who called on him to support 
tlie bill. He was still fully convinced 
of the existence of tlie alleged disaflec- 
tion ; but it appeared to him confined 
to the lower orders, and to be the ellect 
of distress acted on by malignity. He 
had a reverence for this law amounting 
almost to superstition ; he beheved it 
the great bulwark of British liberty — 
that which brought home to the poor- 
est man in the country the value of the 
British constitution. 

l..ord Lascclles supported the bill, 
wdiile Lord Stanley and Lord Cochrane 
opposed it. 

The question was now put, when 
tlicre voted for the first reading of the 


bill .... 

. . . 

Against it, 

. . . bS 

Majority, 

17.: 
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After this triumphant majority the 
bill was speedily carried through the 
dilFerenJ: stages of the committee, and 
of rtie second and third readings. Se- 
veral amendments were made, of which 
the only important one was*that made 
by Sir Samuel Romilly in relation to 
Scotland. The powei» of committal 
was now there, as in England, to be 
'exercised only upon a warr^t signed 
by. one of the principal secretaries of 
state. That power had formerly been 
•left in the hatids of even a subordinate 
magistrate. ' The third reading was 
carried by a majority of 2G5 against 
103. The amendments were then car- 
,ricd up to the House of Eords/and on 
the 3d of March were agreed to, and 
the bill passed. 

The bill for restraining seditious 
meetings was also carried through, 
though not in so rapid a manner. On 
the 10th March, Sir James Mackintosh 
moved an amendment, by which the 
punishment of death, pronounced upon 
those who did not disperse in an hour 
after warning given by a magistrate, 

■ should be commuted to transportation 
for seven years. It was negatived by 
70 to 26. Sir James moved also that, 
in the clause authorising the magistrate 
to apprehend 'fliose who stirred up the 
people to hatred and contempt of the 
government and constitution, the word 
government might bc*omitted, as being 
a term often used as synonymous with 
the casting administration. The in-» 


fercnce was deniid by ministers, and 
the clause was rejected by 43 to 16. 
Two clauses were however introduced, 
exempting the East India College and 
societies incorporated by royal charter 
or act of parliament. The third read- 
ing of the bill was carried, on rfie 1 4th 
of March, by a majority of 1 79 to 44. 
The bill w’as then carried to the Eords, 
where it received several amendments, 
of which the only important one was 
that which prohibited any public meet- 
ings from being held within a mile of 
tli^ Houses of Parliament and West- 
minster-hall. The bill, however, was 
argued against at considerable length, 
particularly by Lord Erskinc ; but it 
was carried by a majority of 1 1 1 to 23. 
Eight lords protested. The amend- 
ments were agreed to by the Commons, 
with the exception of a trifling one re- 
specting a penalty of 501., on the prin- 
ciple, that the House would admit no 
alteration in any thing connected with 
money* The amendment was agreed 
to by the Lords, and the bill was passed 
on the 29th March, before the Easter 
holidays. 

The bills for the protection of the 
person of the Prince Regent against 
treasonable practices, and for the pre- 
vention and punishment of attempts to 
seduce persons serving in the army and 
navy, passed both the Houses without 
a vote, and with few observations. 
They were both made perpetual. 
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THE SAME STTJUECT It ENEM'El'). 

Disiurhanccs at Manchester Ixisht^ in Dcrbj/shirc — Message from the Prince 
Regent — Appointment Snd Reptirl of' Secret Committees — Henciiicd Su:q)en- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act — On the Employment of Spies . '' 


The rr'^st important of the provisions 
which had now received the sanction 
of parliament were only to continue in 
force till the period when the session 
was to close, leaving room for their 
renewal or expiry, according as the 
country should subside into a settled 
and tranquil state. During this inter- 
val, however, events occurred, afford- 
ing ample room for proposing tlic re- 
newal of thcoc re-traiiits. The metro- 
polis, indeed, exhibited no alarming 
symptoms, and icpeated met tiugs took 
place, even on the critical spot of Sj>a- 
fields, without any distinbanc ’. The 
country, however, dibajipointed in its 
expectation of receiving t!ie lead from 
.Liondon, began to move of itself. Man- 
chester, the metropolis of the cotton 
trade, was the centre of agitation ; a 
circumstance which too clearly jivuntfd 
to distress as the source of irritation, 
or the engine employed by the agents 
of disorder to produce it. Great, how- 
ever, as was the sympathy due to the 
want of employment under which the 
manufacturers laboured, it was im- 
possible to allow them to employ their 
unw(dco Ilisui-c lu new-modelling 
the ihiti^li const itii’Kin, 

On the lOth of March, Manchester 
became the scene of an extraordinary 


commotion. The loaders of the re- 
formers circulated proposahs tliat the 
whole body, providing themselvps with 
hhinkets and knapsacks, should pro- 
ceed to London, and there present in 
person, to the Prince Regent, a suite- 
nicnt of tlieir grievances, uilh a peti- 
tion for redrtss. They wore believed 
to be encouraged by reports of a most 
numerous bc'dy of allies wlio weie on 
their way from Scotland, and w hoso van 
liad even entered Pies* on. It was ex- 
pected that they would continually ga- 
ther strength as tin y,,pi oceeded, and 
that ill passing through Stockport, 
Derby, Nottingham, Coventry, bir- 
miiigliam, and c Jier large towns of this 
most populous part of Engdand, they 
would be reinforced by a grcat.inopor- 
tioii of the inhabitant;^, not to mentio i 
arms and other equipments with winch 
they would he supplivd. 'Piie object of 
all tins machinery very cvidcicly was, 
that tlie petition might be presented in 
such a shape as iinghl render jierilous a 
refusal to grant tiic prayi r eontairicd iii 
it. d’he doubts as to the uality of tliis 
meditated expedition wen dispelled by 
a placard wdiicii iq)]?' and on tlic 8th, 
appointing a meetivig on tiie lOtli, near 
St PeterN church, and expressing a 
h(’pc, that all those who intended to 
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proceed to London should supply them- 
selves with the requisite means “ for 
this lo^al and necessary undertaking.” 
It toncluded with stating, that persons 
were ready to receive contributions for 
the promotion of this purjJose. The 
aspect of this undertaking was judged 
by. the magistracy to •be such, as to 
/call for their active interference. A 

* great number o&special constables was 
s\Yorn in, while four troops of cavalry, 

’&nd a detachment of the S.5th foot 
. were kept ofl the watch. In themorn- 
ing, vast croTwdswere seen pouring into 
Manchester from every direction, to 
the number, it has been supposed, of 
. 6(),()()0, wdiich, however, ivS j»obably 
exaggerated,as it isadmitted that there 
were at no time more tl’an 1 0 or J 2, ()()() 
present on the held. Ol tiiese a large 
prop4)rtion, accord iig to instruction, 
were provided wiiii blankets and knap- 
sacks, prcpaiMlioiib foi the jourin) on 
. which they were dcsiincd. Ah :ut nine, 
a temporary stage was er ecte«l on a cart, 
round which the orator i seated them- 
selves, one being empk>)cJ to inv.tt as 

* many as jrosbiblc to conen’* in tlu‘ de- 
sign; v\hile another Took down the 
riames, another ivecised eont rihuiions. 
Sic. On a sudden, I y a dc'Xterous 
niovernentof nu’giatrat sand troops, 
the cart waj) surrcandi d,und all its con- 
tents taken into custody. A movement 
of the cavalry tin n Mattered the mul- 
titude in cvci } direction. A large body 
ot thc^j/an/i-c/(xr.s', however, adhered to 
their purpose, iind took their departure 
on the road to Stockport. On arriving 
there, they foi^ul the bridge occupied 
by two troops oi cavalry ; but a num- 
ber throwing; thermelves into the livcr 
where it was ioruahle, tliey suecet^kd 

* in turning tliat harr.Li', and ciiLered 
Stockport. I'y tile aclivity of llie po- 
lice and uuktary, many \veiv ..iM*sted 
in the slrcLts, and most ol the lemain- 
der detcnxd iioni advancing. A\ out 
hvehumh'ed only penetrated, and ])ush- 
edori to Macclesiieid, wlieK* they were 


received by anotiier troop of dragoons, 
and not above twenty were supposed 
to reach the borders of Staffordshire, 
Of the great number apprehended on 
this occadon, most were dismissed in 
a few days, on expressing contrition 
for their error, and pr6mises «f peace- 
ful behaviour in future. 

After the breaking up of this ex- 
traordinary explosion, the disaffected 
districts remained for some time in a 
state of apparent tranquillity. The 
Jjgitators, however, were only planning 
in secret Jiolder and more desperate 
sdiemcs. These w'cre soon brought to 
maturity; aiid, before tliecnd of March, 
the magistrates of Manchester announ- 
ced their knowledge of a plan for a ge- 
neral insurrection, to take pkice on*tlie 
SOth. By a bimultaneous movement, 
the magistrates vveie to lie sei/ed, the 
prisons thrown open, the soldier^ either 
surprised in their banacks, or tlirowu 
into confuoioii, firing S'vVtral of the 
factories. Tiiey expected to mnstei 
from 2 to flOOO mui for the immediate 
execution of the plan, after which, 
their numbers w'ouid speedil) swell to 
;500(). The introducliv)ii (;f troop>', 
the knowledge tliai their plan was dis- 
co ver^^d. and tl e s-ci/nre ot a number 
of the lingk : d* Vo, p,r. viuted any at- 
tempt to cany tins’ ! m: > xeeiUivin. 
After this second di^ 'pn. u r.i> iit, tiu' 
activity of their measum . v as lor some 
time intermitted ; hue tcuvard- the end 
of April, its activity was rtnewe'g 
though ill a more secret and cantiv)us 
manner. Correspondence \v-a ^ row 
avoided as much as po.ssihle, :uid it was 
strongly recommended to eoiueal tin* 
names of the leaders. The hnuiicss 
was now condueted by delegate,^ wlio 
met in small niimheis, and eairicd rn 
a*i t xiemsive but v( rbal (’(UTi spondence 
among t;i: di 3 /fketed. Lerbyshiie, 
r\otlinghani, and the West Riding of 
Yoikdure, appear to have beeoine 
the centre ot aetion. About ibo middle 
or May, a u.w expedilicni to London 
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seems to have been planned ; and as the 
migratory petitioners were now to be 
supplied with arms, either provided be- 
forehand, or seized on their way from 
individuals and depots, the character 
of insurrection would have been no 
longer equivocal. Various reasons in- 
duced the postponement of this mea- 
sure to the 9th and lOth ; and its exe- 
cution on a great scale was finally pro- 
tracted by the activity of the ma- 
gistrates. The borders, however, of 
the counties of Derby and Nottinghalii 
presenteda certain form of irfliurrec ticn. 
One Brandreth, called the Nottingham 
(.’aptain, collected at Pentridge a band 
of about a hundred men, with which 
he proceeded through Ripley and East- 
wood, towards Nottingham. Mr Rol- 
leston, the magistrate, came from that 
town to reconnoitre, and finding the 
hostile attitude in which this body 
was moving, returned, and directed a 
troop of hussars to attack them. At 
sight of the hussars, the insurgents 
took to flight, and dispersed in every 
direction. The ringleaders were taken, 
and afterwards brought to trial, 'fhe 
full account of the proceedings on that 
occasion, given in the Appendix, (p. 
IG,) will be found to include the 
details of this rash and desperate sally. 

This course of proceeding, even prior 
to the occurrence of the last part of 
it, clearly shewed the country to be in 
a state as disturbed as when parliament, 
as noticed in the last chapter, had been 
induced to arm government with ex- 
traordinary powers. The presentiment 
of an application for their renewal was 
felt even in the opposition side of the 
House; and, on the 15th May, Mr 
Ponsonby, alluding to the expiry of the 
former acts on tl.e 1st July, requested 
to know, what were llie iiileniions of 
iniiiibtcrs before tlie members should 
begin to withdraw into the country. 
Lord Castlereagh replied, that minis- 
ters felt it their duty to advise the 
Prince Regent to make a fresh com- 


munication to parliament on the state 
of the country ; and judged it candid 
to add, that it was their intenMon to 
propose the continued suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus, till the commence- 
ment of the next session. He stated 
also, in reply to Mr Brougham’s in- 
quiry, that the first measure proposed 
would be a committee of inquiry, si - 
milar to that at the beginning of the 
session . 

On the 8d June, the message from 
the Prince Regent was sent to both 
Houses, in which, as on the former 
occasion, he submitted ^o their in- 
spection papers tending to prove the 
disturbed state of the country. In 
both Houses, it w’as determined to re- 
fer these, as before, to a secret com- 
mittee. In the House of Lords, the 
same noblemen were named as before, 
with the exception of the Duke of 
Bedford, who declined, and the Earl 
of Talbot was named in his stead. In 
the House of ('ommons, Sir J. New- 
port proposed an entirely new com- 
mittee, in w'hich Lord George C'aven- 
dish, Lord G. Russell, and Sir S. 
Romilly were introduced, while, 6f the 
ministers, Mr Vansittarc and Mr. li. 
Addington were substituted for Lord 
Ostlcrcagh and Mr ( aiming. This 
was negatived by l‘J() to ()(), and the 
former committee re-appointed. 

In a few days the reports of the 
committees were presented to the two 
Houses. The committee of the Lords 
stated, that though, by the active ex- 
ertions of the government, and parii- 
culailyof the magistraies, in execution 
of the general la\vs, and of the special 
pow'crs entrusted to them by parlia- 
ment, the designs of the conspirators 
had been fru.s rated, yet they have 
reason to believe that the same wicked 
and desperate projects are still con- 
tinued. The information on which 
this conclusion is founded is said to be 
collected from sources frequently un- 
connected and unknown to each other, 
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but the result is said to be uniform, 
and is also corroborated by a striking 
coincidence in many minute particu- 
fariT. 

The committee then observe, that 
their intelligence rests, in rftany of its 
parts, upon the testimony of persons 
who arc either themselves implicated 
in these criminal transactions, or who 
'liave apparently.engaged in them for 
the purpose of obtaining inrormation, 
‘ilnd imparting it to the magistrates, or 
• the secretary* of state. 

The committee allow that such 
testimony must be very questionable ; 
and state, that they have reason to ap- 
^prehend, that the language aftd con- 
duct of some of the latter description 
of witnesses has had the effect of en- 
couraging those designs which it was 
■ intended they should only be the means 
of detecting. But allowing for those 
lyrcumstanccs, they are still of opinion, 

, thatlhe statement which they proceed 
to give is by no means exaggerated, 
but perfectly w^arranted by tiie papers 
submitted to their inspection. 

The committee then take a view of 
the various transactions wlncli had ta- 
ken place at Manchester afid its vici- 
nity. They announce the intended 
general rising i*i the nortliern counties 
on the 0th and lOtli of June, the in- 
tention of wdiich, though frustrated, 
was proved to have c"Xistcd, by the in- 
telligence just received of partial in- 
surrection. 

The comn^ittee think it important 
to state, that many of the most active 
magistrates, aiRl persons w^hose civil 
and military situations enabled them, 
upon the most extensive information, 
to form the most accurate opinion, con- 
* cur in attributing the disappointment 
of the attempts already made, and tlie 
hopes of continued tranquillity, to the 
exercise of the new powers which par- 
liament intrusted to the executive go- 
vernment, and to the influence produced 
hy the knowledge that these powers 


would be called unto action as soon as 
necessity should justify their employ- 
ment. They concur likewise in a repre- 
sentation of the danger with which the 
expiry of these powers at the present 
moment would threaten the country; 
and the committee feel, that th«*y should 
ill discharge the high trust reposed in 
them, if they did not declare their un- 
reserved assent to this opinion, l^hey, 
therefore, with the fullest confidence 
in the loyalty and good dispositions, 
i\pt only of those classes of the com- 
n^nity anj} those portions of the king- 
dom which have generally hitherto re- 
mained free from disaffection, but of 
the greatest part of those very districts 
which arc the chief scenes of discon- 
tent and of threatened diaturbance, 
cannot refrain from declaring it as the 
result of all the information which they 
have collected, that tlic time is not yet 
arrived, when tlie maintenance of pub- 
lic tranquillity, and the protection of 
the lives and property of his Majesty's 
subjects, can be allowed to depend up- 
on the ordinary powers of the law.*' 
The presentation of this report, w ith 
one of the same tenor in the Commons, 
was immediately follow'^ed in both 
Houses by motions for the renewal 
of the Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, 
wJiich gave rise to debates as long and 
as animated as those which had taken 
place at its first introduction. The 
same ground, however, being to be 
gone over, the speeches on both sides 
could be little more than a repetition, 
in different w^ords, of the arguments 
formerly urged. The only novrlty 
was afforded by some facts, partially 
admitted by the committee, who, as 
above, expreS'^ their apprehension that 
the designs ol the disaffected may have 
bten enc(uiraged by I lie language and 
conduct of some of the witnesses. In 
fact, one Oliver having been appre- 
hended in Yorkbliirc, as one of the 
most active ringleaders of sedition, 
w'as, on f»eing brought before Sir John 
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Byng, the commander in chief, imme- 
diately liberated, and was then under- 
stood to have been employed by go- 
vernment as a spy. The profligate 
character of Castles, brought forward 
as a witness in the recent trial of Wat- 
son, afforded a fair theme for the in- 
vective of opposition. The most violent 
language was used by tlie popular lea- 
ders. ^lr Francis Burdett in particular, 
after observing that Oliver had been in 
the habit of going about using his own 
name, observed, that the infam)’’ eff 
ti:ch proceedings was greater on ti:e 
part of tlie employer than the employ- 
ed. They who held out encourage- 
ment to such agents to destroy tlie 
eourc’cs of social happiness, to over- 
turn t!ic rrntual confidence of men, to 
enJangtr their lives, and rob them of 
tin ir libcity — the ministers who acted 
ill tills way were worse than the agents 
thiuiiselves ; and, “if universal justice 
1 tiled the ball/' the noble lord who 
e»nj)i{ y( d them should be brought to 
tile b 11 V. til Ins associates Castles and 
Ll.ver. Ik r they had authority 

<»3 11 ' it, :ij] • . were answerable for 
tbeh* and it would be no dcfcnc'' 
to Sc y that tiilv Iiad exceeded their 
iii. tnu "-O’ llappil} for the country, 
an runic sr jo’y, aided by great legal 
ab.lities, bed defeated tlieir infamous 
rnrpo cs, and deprived them of the 
bhuKi-moiu y that was to be the reward 
of then villainies. lie afterwards de- 
clared, that this atrocionsactjif parsed, 
would place llii.s country in a situalicm 
never to be (uiviid by any other. I'ho 
jircanible of tlie act stated an untruth ; 
for the real conspiracy was that of 
corruption and pre fligacy, aided by 
spies, wlio w'oiked up di.e<)ntent aed 
iiiGuri'ection in the liamns of miseiy 
and waiit. Jii pro<J of this lie had 
Various lettcjs from ddffrent puts of 
the roniitiy, all unfoliiiiig the n j,‘’‘5ions 
of Oliver and his friipnds. He could 
not imagine ho w any govern mentwliich 
employed spies could be held estimable; 


since he always thought that spies were 
a disgrace to a free state- We had al- 
ready one fruit of that system in the 
preferment of Mr Reynolds here, con- 
cerning whom he would only say, that 
he never met an Irishman who did not 
shudder at his very name. 

In reply to 'ilhese strictures, it was 
stated by LordCastlereagh, that Oliver 
had not btaeii sent for, ‘but had applied 
to government, though he could not 
mention names connected with Oliver. 
Mr Oliver liad stated, that he had been 
applied to by a delegate, who was de- 
**u*oiic of ascertaining the state of things 
ill London, 'rhere was also another 
person present, who had said it was 
hi^ intention to leave tlie count! y, but 
he would remain if an effort should be 
made. The question for the consider- 
ation of government was, wlf^ther 
Oliver knew facts connected with the 
treason, and if he should be allowed 
give information respecting them. The 
conduct of government in that respect 
was fully justifiable ; and, from the 
communications made by Oliver, go- 
vernment saw no reason to think that 
there was any imputation upon his 
moral c’naracter. No encouragement 
had bet II given to get up a treason, 
but he was to give information to the 
magistrates how any rising might be 
pi evented. Oliver accompanied the 
delegate to the country, and from that 
circumstance acquired the confidence 
of his associates. But it was impossible 
that the arrival of a Stranger could 
liave had tlie effect ascribed to it, and 
what must have been the state of the 
coiuitiy if it had ? The fault of Oliver 
had been, tliat lie brought himself too 
niucli irto observation ; but he cer- 
tainly had pie vented the explosion of 
the 9lh June, and had not been deep 
in the coiifidLuee of the rioters. Sir 
John Byng, ll.e commander of the 
distiict, liad admitted that information 
had been proenred by Oliver, and the 
conspiracy had been in full vigour be- 
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fore Oliver left town, had it not been 
stopped by the magistrates. Much 
exaggeration had doubtless taken place 
bn*the part of the delegates as to the 
number of their adherents, and Oliver 
had been told that 70,000 men had as- 
sembled in Spa-helds ; but still some 
measure was necessary* to be adopted, 
^ .and had not Oliver been sent down, 

• another delegate would ha^ been ap- 
j;qirited, and the effect would have 

been the same, without any information 

• being givcn*to the government. He 
must protest* against government be- 
ing’ censure^ ftu* such a proceeding, as 
it was certainly far better to watch 

. ti?e treason in its progress, than to 
suffer it to break out into actual re- 
bellion. — Ml H. Addington also men- 
tioned, that Oliver was introduced to 
^hc office of his noble relative as a 
good and useful character ; he had been 
respectable builder. He gave re- 
ferences to people who could vouch 
for his former character : he mention- 
ed that his only desire was to be em- 
ployed in procuring and transmitting 

• information, and that he had no sinis- 

ter purpose whatever to ac'cornplish. 
No levvard was proposed to him, no 
hire was offered, nor had h«' been led 
to on tli!? liope of any remune- 

laiion wbatevei. — Mr l^onsonby also, 
as a member ot the secret committee, 
wliile he opposed the^ienewal of the 
suspension, g*tve the following state- 
incht.* He did nut believe that the 
insurrection liLul been contrived by 
Oliver, but that he had predecessors 
in that laudable courbe. Many had, 
no doubt, been in the confidence ot 
government, hut be could only speak 
of Oliver. An association existed in 
certain counties tliat had never existed 
before in ILngland, of a most atrocious 
kind, but not connected with politics. 
He alluded to the Luddites. I3ut was 
the Habeas Corpus Act on that ac- 
count to bt suspended all over Eng- 
land ? That was not the way to put a 


stop to euch proceedings, nor was a 
general act of legislation the proper 
remedy. The remedy should be of a 
local nature, and adapted to the place 
where such a spirit of insubordination 
prevailed. The conduct that had taken 
place in the country liad been impelled 
by the circumstance of Oliver having 
appeared as a delegate from London, 
nor was there any disaffection, except 
among a few of the lower orders of 
manufacturers. It was the duty of 
tj;ie House to inquire into the nature 
of the coj^ibinations to which he had 
alluded, and by breaking these com- 
binations, tranquillity would be speedi- 
ly restored in the disturbed district, 
without having recourse to the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
which was not necessary. 

Notwithstanding the vehement op- 
position made to the renewal of the 
bill, it was carried in the Commons by 
a majority, at the first reading, of 276 
to 1 1 1 ; at the second of 80 to 30; 
and at the third of 195 to 65. Two 
motions being made, one for limiting 
it to the 2oth December, and the other 
to the Ibt March, LSIS, tlic latter was 
cariied by a majority of 152 to 50. 
In the Lcu'ds, the bill was carried by a 
majority, al the second reading, of 190 
to 50, and at the third, of 141 to 37. 

In reference to the question of the 
tmployment of spies, which has been 
discussed in so violent a manner, we 
shall take the opportunity of making 
a few short observations. There is a 
species of espionage, which is certainly 
criminal and tyrannical. It is that which 
inquires into the private opinions of 
individuals, into the discourses held by 
them in tlieir family, or at the social 
board, which seeks, as it were, to pry 
iirto their very thoughts. Such a sys- 
tem has always rciideied its employers 
the just objects of public odium. But 
it is a different ^case when men form 
themselves into associations for the 
purpose of political action. It then 
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becomes absolutely inicumbent on go- 
vernment to know, if possible, what 
their views and designs are. If there 
be reason to think them such as strike 
at the very root of the social system, 
the necessity becomes still more ur- 
gent ; apd it would be a weakness 
equally ridiculous and criminal in go- 
vernment to allow them to mature in 
secret the plans by which the peace 
and social order of the country would 
be overthrown. There is, perhaps, 
scarcely any faction so small whicl^ 
might not become authors of the most 
dreadful calamities, provided they were 
thus left to mature their projects un- 
molested. Few individuals, perhaps, 
have hid higher notions of public vir- 
tue than Cicero, and few assemblies 
than the Roman senate. Yet we find 
Cicero boasting to Catiline of the in- 
timate knowledge which he possessed 
of his most secret movements, to a 
degree which could only be derived, 
as history shews it to be, from the 
testimony of a pretended accomplice. 
In such exigencies, then, there arises 
a necessity for government to employ 
means from which it would otherwise 
liave shrunk : they must receive and 
reward the information of real and even 
counterfeit accomplices. On the other 


hand, the strictest care is requisite that 
they should be merely passive accom- 
plices, and do nothing tending to ag- 
gravate the offences which it is their 
object to repress. There cannot be a 
greater enormity than that of a plot 
against government fomented by its 
own agents. A natural temptation is 
offered to such base instruments, of 
thus increasing the importance of the 
information which they communicate. 
It seems indispensible, therefore, that 
they should be warned, ac their very 
utmost peril, not to involve themselves 
in any proceedings of such a tendency. 
From the statement of the committee, 
as well '.s from other quarters, there 
appears ground to suspect that, in the 
present instance, these limits were 
passed. If so, an investigation ought 
surely to have taken place, and the of- 
fender, if found guilty, ought not to 
have been shielded by his connectioij 
with ministers, who, we are confiaeiit, 
would never sanction such a course. 
Ministers, however, protected their 
instruments; and opposition, perhaps, 
were less anxious to bring a culprit 
to justice, than to involve their anta- 
gonists in the odium which his pro- 
ceedings were calculated to excite. 
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TirE distressed circumstances of the 
'pation during this session, the stag- 
. nation of the agricultural and commer- 
cial interests, the diminished amount 
of the revenue, all appeared imperil 
ously to call for economy and for rc- 
•duction to the utmost extent possible. 
The nation, as formerly observed, was 
probably mistaken in expecting from 
this source any immediate relief ; still 
economy being^eubstantially excellent, 
it was well that government should by 
this impulse be urged to its full adop- 
tion. The Prince Regent, in his open- 
ing speech, had recommended this sub- 
ject icb the attention of the House ; 
and the 7th February, Lord Castle- 
reagh entered upon it at full length. 
He premised awiew of the reductions 
which were intended to be effected in 
the different branches of the public 
expenditure. • 

First, then, he requested the atten- 
tion of the House to the subject of 
the army expenditure ; and, in com- 
paring thcexpence for the present year 
with that for the last year, the best 
mode, perhaps, would be to consider 
the troops in France and India as out 


of the question for the present, as these 
did not bear upon the estimates of the 
public expenditure of this country. 
With respect to the land forces, then, 
the numbers for the last year for this 
country, Ireland, and the colonies, 
was 90,000 men— 53,000 for the home 
service, and 46,000 for the foreign 
establishment. The number at home 
Avas to be reduced by 5,000 men, the 
reduction of the troops abroad was to 
be 13,000; making a total reduction 
of 18,000 men. He did not at present 
think it necessary to state the parti- 
cular circumstances which had regu- 
lated these reductions ; but had no he- 
sitation in stating, that they were made 
under a strong sense. of the pressure of 
the moment. On that account, ministers 
had felt it necessary, in a great measure, 
to put out of view the military defence 
of these colonies against any external 
attack, and to consider merely what 
was necessary for internal security. 
He thought that the present circum- 
stances of the country justified that 
policy, because there might be a price 
beyond wliich it would be improper to 
go for putting these colonics in a com- 
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plete state of defence. But as to the 
home department, there was no price 
that could be too great for that object; 
and the only question was, what was 
the proper and necessary force for the 
external and internal protection of the 
state, and the rights and liberties of 
the people ? and events had pressed 
upon them of late which sufficiently 
proved, that the magistrates were un- 
able to enforce the laws by means of 
the civil power alone, without the aid 
of a military force. The number, thei), 
for the service of Great Bptain, Ire- 
land, and the colonies, would now be 
81,016 men, as compared with 99,000, 
the number for the last year, there 
being a reduction of 5,()(X) men in the 
home establishment, and 19,000 in the 
colonial, a reduction upon the whole of 

18.000 men. Then, as to the votes, 
the total number for which a vote had 
been taken last year was 1.50,000 men ; 
the total number for which the vote 
of this year v\ould be taken was only 
1 1^9,000 men. The reason for this 
was, by the convention with Trance, 
the number of our troops tliere w'a^ to 
be reduced Irorii 9(),0(''0 to 1:9.000 
men, and the niin bLr ol the govern- 
ment lro<)ps in India, from i!0 <^00 to 

17.000 men. So tlrat the vote for the 
British, Irish, and colonial establish- 
ments, w'ould be for this )ear 81,016 
men, as compared with 99,0{)() men 
voted last year; and tiie total number 
voted for this year would be 11^9,000, 
instead of 1 50,000 voted last year. Jt 
would be proper, howx-ver, to mention, 
that a sum of L.‘A)0,0l.O would be re- 
quired for regiments now in progress 
to recuction, but w hose reduction had 
not yetbeen completed. Having stated 
this much as to the numbers of the 
army, he should proceed, in a summary 
way, to mention the charge for tlic 
army. The supplies for the regular 
land forces w'ould be for this year 
about L.6..519,(jOO, and, including the 
militia, L.7>5vX),(.KK^ The supplies for 


the commissariat and barrack depart* 
ments for Great Britain L.580,000, 
and for Ireland L. 300, 000, ijnaking 
a total for these departments ‘ of 
L. 880,000. The army extraordinaries 
for this ytar would be L. 1,300,000. 
The total charge for the army, except 
the ordnance, for this year, would be 
L.9, 290,000, instead of L. 10,564,000, 
which was the supply for 1816, ma- 
king a diminution in the supply for 
army service, for the year 1817, of 
L. 1,99 1,000, as compared with the 
charge of last year. With respect to 
the ordnance, the supply for last year 
for that department was E,.l ,696,000. 
In thetpresent year, the charge for 
that service would be L. 1,246, 000, 
being a saving of L. 4.90, 000, as com- 
pared with the charge of last year. 
This saving was effected by the re« 
duel ion of 9()v)0 men, and other re- 
ductions in the artillery. It was pro- 
per to call the attention of the Hoiise 
to the circumstances, that of the 
L.(),,599,()0() for the regular forces, a 
sum of about L.2,551,{)()0 was for 
services alicady given. All the half- 
jiay and nlued ])ciisions had been in- 
cluded in I lie cMiciilation ; so that the 
sum lecjiiirtd fur the regular forces 
actually on serMce w r s only about 
four niillions. Gentlemen, therefore, 
when they talked of reduction, ought 
to coinsidcr, that \. hen reductions took 
place, the half-pay and pensitins for re- 
tired ‘>er\ices mu^t, on the faith of the 
legislature, be paid; and, therefoie, 
the reduction, iii point of cxpence, 
has by no means kept pace with the 
reduciions in point of numbers, as 
compared with the sums paid to the 
troops when actually on service. When 
a body of troops was reduced, the ex- 
penccw'as still continued to the amount 
of Is. 9d. or neaily Is. 2d. He now 
came to the naval establishment. The 
number voted last year was 39,000 
men ; the niiinber for this year would 
be only 19,00U men, being a reduction 
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of 14,000 men. On ^ full view of the 
state of the navy, and the distresses of 
the pouflfitry, those whose duty it was 
to attend particularly to this depart- 
ment of the public service w(»reof opi- 
‘““nion this reduction might be made 
without danger. But it was not in- 
tended to make any reduction in the 
’.tnarine corps ; and the reason was, that 
the reduction of fliat corps ^^uld ren- 
der*the speedy equipment of the navy 
at a future period a matter of very 
great difliculfy. The vote, therefore, 
was to be taken for six thousand men 
for this yeai'f i)eing the number voted 
List year, charge for th<j navy, 

last year, was l^l(Sll4>00(h 1 he 

charge for this year would be only 
J..()V397,0(K) ; making a saving of 
,.L.3,717,on(), as compared with the 
charge* of last year. In the charge of 
•L,6,'397,(XK) for this year, there was, 
-'ll v/v:ght to be mentioned, a sum of 
’L.5')n, (;()(), which would not appear 
in the estimate of the following years. 
It would be proper, also, to mention, 
that though the niirnhuT of men was 
o!]]y I-', d need to 19, >0), the charge 
v,,s cilcuhited, with reference to tiiat 
of last year, as it tlie vote had been 
only for ) men. I he reason \va>s, 

that as you reduced the men, you also 
re<lnced the ship - ; so tliat there was a 
reduction not only of^tlie expence for 
the men, but ah^o of the cxpence for 
we ir and tear. The reduction in the 
estimates for the navy, then, as com- 
pared with tlio^e of last year, w'ould 
amount to I^..'^,7 1 7j000 ; to winch 
adding the savings under tlic heads of 
the army, the c.nnmksariat, the ord- 
nance, and the other branches of ser- 
vice to which he had previously ad- 
verted, would make up the grots saving 
to lie meant this, he 

repeated, as compared with the sup- 
plies of List year. The noble lord 
then i ccM j)ii nlaled t he sepai ate charges, 
as estimated for the current year : — 


For the Army L.7>050,OC)0 

Commissariat 808,000 

Extraordinaries ... 1 ,300,000 

Ordnance i ,246,000 

Navy 6,379,000 

Miscellaneous 1 ,500,000 

♦ 

MakingagrandTotalofL.18,373,000 
He might state some reductions which 
might fairly be anticipated in next 
year, even of the L. 18,373,000, which 
weis the estimate for this. There might 
b# expected a saving of 

In the /frmy L. 223, 000 

Extn.oidinaries 300,000 

( Jrdnance ....50,000 

In the Navy, uiiderthe head 

of Transport Service 500,000 

L. 1,073, 000 

which, added together, would amount 
to more than a million, thus reducing 
thechargetoL.17,‘>0(),0(}0. This sum 
included not only the charges for the 
public service of the year, but that 
expenditure likewise required for ser- 
vices already perform* d, namely, pen- 
sions and half-pay. 'Lhe addition to 
wa It would oi-iierwise be necessary 
for this purpose was under the heads 
of 

Army L. 2, 551, 000 

Navy 1,271, 000 

Ordnance 223,000 

Pensions 400,000 

L.4,445,000 
wdaich being deducted from the esti- 
mate for tile year, would leave little 
more than i;; millions for services. — 
In 1792, the supplies, indeed, a- 
mouiired to only L. 5, 200,000 ; but 
to this was to be added the separate 
charge of E. 1,000, 000 for Ireland, 
making E,6, 200,000. The pay and 
allowances of the army had, since that 
time, been greatly augmented ; the 
pay of a legimcut of cavalry had risen 
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from L.28,000 to L.38,000. While rate a reduction of the evils felt over 


he deprecated all gloomy views of our 
situation^ while he saw no reason for 
alarm or despondency, and entertained 
hopes of an alleviation of our burdens, 
even sooner than many would allow, 
he was < as little disposed to deny, as 
he was ready to lament, that the coun- 
try was suffering under the severest 
pressure, in every branch of its indus- 
try and resources ; that this distress 
was as universal as it was severe ; and 
that, from the highest to the lowest 
rank, through all classes -of socie*^y, 
the hand of Providence was heavily 
felt. It was rather an aggravation 
than an alleviation of the suflerings of 
a generous people, to know that they 
did not suffer alone ; but if our cala- 
mities could be soothed by a fellow- 
ship in distress, we need only look into 
Europe to find causes of consolation. 
No state on the continent, however 
small or great, no class of society 
were exempt from that pressure and 
exhaustion which were consequent up- 
on a war of such extent. If he com- 
pared Great Britain with any one of 
these states, he should be led to de- 
scribe her as comparatively happy. 
Comparisons of this kind, however, 
could not lighten our distress. What- 
ever was the lot of other nations, our 
sufferings were severe, our calamity 
was great ; but if it was great, the 
ardour of those in affluent circum- 
stances to relieve was likewise great. 
( Hear, hear !) That desire to lighten 
the burdens of the destitute, by sha- 
ring them — that generous sympathy 
which bound all classes of society to- 
gether in this happy land, and diffused 
a general spirit of beneficence and cha- 
rity — had WTOUght, not only within 
the limits of law', but had exerted 
itself in public and in private, with 
spontaneous efforts, beyond any thing 
ever witnessed on any former occasion. 
The example of England would be 
admired by the world, and would opc- 


Europe. In the highest quarter, in 
the head of the government -of this 
country, the same feelings and sympa- 
thies were shared that actuated his 
people. He not only sympathized 
with their distress, but was prepared 
to share theiy privations ; and, from 
the spontaneous movement of his own 
mind, had expressed his determination’ 
to abstain from receiving, in the pre- 
sent state of distress, so muck of the 
civil list as he could refuse, consistent- 
ly with maintaining the dignity of his 
station, without doing what parlia- 
ment would disapprove of incurring. 
His Royal Highness had given hi§ 
commands to inform the House, that 
he meant to give up for the public 
service a fifth part of the fourth class 
of the civil list, which, it ought to be 
observed, was the only branch connect- 
ed with the personal expences, or th#» 
royal state of the Sovereign ; for all. 
the other heads of charge included 
in the civil list, except the privy 
purse, w'ere as much for paying pub- 
lic services as the sums included in 
the estimates he had this night men- 
tioned. That brancli of the civil list 
amounted to L.. 209, 000, and his Royal 
Highness offered out'of this and the 
privy purse, L. 50,000 [hear, hear!) 
for the public service. The servants 
of the crown (<ls we understood the 
noble lord to say, for lie spoke so low 
as to be inaudible in the gallery at this 
particular time,) had resolved to follow 
the example of their royal master, and 
to surrender that parr of their salaries 
which had accrued to them since the 
abolition of the property- tax ; and he 
trusted that the whole of what would 
Uius be given up might amount to a 
a sum not unworthy of the acceptance 
of the country, nor unbecoming their 
situation. He now came to the pro- 
position already alluded to, of a com- 
mittee to inquire into the income and 
expenditure of the country. Ballot 
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liad been an usual mode of chusing 
such committees, and he was still in- 
clined 1 ^ think it a good one ; but 
as* it had been objected to, and Mr 
^ Brougham had revived an old joke of 
'i^Mr Sheridan on the subject, Tie would 
now openly name the members pro- 
posed. It could not be expected, that 
•be should name twenty-one individuals 
who could be considered as perfectly 
ignpartial. He confessed he had not 
observed, that the sentiments of that 
small class, of men who wished to be 
considered as neutral and independent 
were treated.with any respect by gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side : on the 
contrary, the House must hzfve re- 
marked, that if any class of men were 
treated by them with more of con- 
tempt, asp*erity, and sarcasm than an- 
^^otlier, <t was that which set up a spe- 
,cies of claim to independence and 
,itf^nartiality. This kind of claim seem- 
.ed, indeed, to be resented by gentle- 
men opposite with a peculiar acrimo- 
ny : 80 that he could not expect to 
form a committee out of that rare and 
pure class of members which would be 
at all'acceptable to them. (A lauoh.) 
For his part, he must frankly confess, 
that though he did not share that 
spirit to its ftrtl extent with which 
gentlemen opposite seemed imbued, 
yet he did go along with them to a 
certain extent ; for ii^ his conscience 
he believed that matters would be in 
no degfee better, if there was no party 
management in»that House ; convin- 
ced as he was, that much of that splen- 
did and comparatively happy situation 
which the country enjoyed, was pro- 
duced by the fair, manly, and liberal 
conflict of parties, and that it was by 
the determined competition of public 
parties that truth, wisdom, and public 
virtue, were often elicited. Men in 
office certainly ought not to predo- 
minate in such a committee ; but a few 
of them were necessary for giving in- 
loVmation. He would combine them 


with some who were looking forward 
to office in the event of a change of 
administration, and with others not 
looking to office at all. The noble 
lord concluded with reading the fol- 
lowing list : — 

Lord Castlereagh, Mr Arbuthnot, 
Chancellor of the Mr F. Lewis, 
Exchequer, Mr Huskisson, 
Mr Ponsonby, Mr N. Calvert, 

Mr Bankes, Mr D. Gilbert, 

Mr Long, Mr Cartwright, 

Mr Tierney, Mr Holford, 

Lord Binding, Mr E. Littleton, 
Sir J. Newport, Lord Clive, 

Mr Peel, Mr Gooch, 

Mr C. W. Wynn, Sir T. Acland. 

Mr Tierney said, that he could not 
be expected to be able at once to go 
through the whole of the details which 
the noble lord had brought forward. 
The noble lord had professed to give a 
very ample account of the expenditure 
of the great establishments, but he had 
left out what might be considered ra- 
ther a material feature in the case, (a 
laugh y) and that was the income which 
was to meet this expenditure. From 
some expressions of the noble lord, it 
appeared that it was conceived that 
the machine of finance would go on 
without any increase to the debt : still 
there could scarcely be any mode of in- 
come devised which would not amount 
to the same thing : it would only be a 
question about putting in at one end, 
and taking out at the other. He was 
very far from wishing to encourage a spi- 
rit of despondency in the country ; but 
he felt most strongly, what it seemed his 
Majesty’s ministers were at last brought 
to feel, that now was the time for pro- 
bing the subject to the bottom, Flo 
w^as, however, glad that the ministers 
at ’last saw what every body else bad 
long seen — that the cxpences of the 
country sliould be reduced to some 
reasonable proportion with its means. 
He was gratified by learning the noble 
conduct of the Prince Regent, but 
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censured ministers for not having soon- 
er advised what there appeared such a 
promptitude to accede to in that dis- 
tinguished quarter. As to their own 
concession, he considered it as tardy, 
and made only from necessity. In re- 
gard t(S the nomination of the commit- 
tee, the noble lord said, that the best 
proof he could give of the sincerity of 
government in this business would be, 
to take an equal number of gentlemen 
from the two sides of the House. But 
then, at the same time, the noble Icvd 
treated the neutrals rather too rough- 
ly, [a laughs) for although he did 
admit them into his committee, yet he 
seemed to intimate that they were not 
likely to do much good. Now he (Mr 
Tierney), would say, that if the neu- 
trals were good for ajiy thing, it was 
for such a committee as this. {Laughs 
ter,) He had sometimes been reproach- 
ed with being a party nuin ; but what- 
ever opinion some persons might enter- 
tain on this subject, he couJd only say 
that he gloried in being a party man. 
Certainly this was not the case with a 
good many members of that House, 
but there were even different parties 
among the neutrals, one party c-f whom 
had ii aintaiiied a sort <jf armed neu- 
trality, which ended in their joining 
the belligerents, and as soon as they 
had done so every one of them was put 
upon the staff. [Laughlcr.) The gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House 
seemed always to find fault with the 
neutrals ; but those on his side only 
did so when they fought under false 
colours, and kept a double set of co- 
lours in their hold. ( Lr/z/uA/er.) But 
the quevStion was much more seritiiis as 
to tile admission of men in office into 
such a committee. He would ask if 
the noble lord was in earnest aboui'the 
abolition of offices, wlicn he put into 
this committee the holdcis of offices ? 
For instance, one of^tic proposed mem- 
bers of this committee was a right hoii. 
gentleman with whom he had main- 


tained an uninterrupted friendship of 
forty years, (meaning, we presume, Mr 
C. Long,) and towards whom be meant 
not the slightest disrespect by this 
notice, who was himself the holder 
of an oAce (joint paymaster of the^ 
forces,) which must be among the 
very first of ‘those to be abolished^ 
Was it of such members that the conv- 
mittee ought to be composed ? The 
noble lord, however, said, that without 
the assistance of men in office, a com- 
mittee set to decide upoU the necessity 
of maintaining or cutting off certain 
offices, would be like a judge set to 
decide a cause without counsel or wit- 
nesses.' In answer to this he would 
just say, that he would wish to have 
tlie assistance of these gentlemen mere- 
ly as counsel or witnesses,' but in no 
other capacity. As a mtmber*.of the 
committee he would wish to have these 
gentlemen in office before him, andjiot 
beside him. If the committee were 
composed of, he w’ould not say inde- 
pendent men, because it would be un- 
parliamentary to apply tliat name exclu- 
sively to any set of men in tlie House, 
but of mi'ii vvhosi* immediate and per- 
sonal iiiteiest or feelings coiiUi not even 
be suspected of a i'^aning tcj wards the 
preservation of any p/!irticular officeb, 
then the House might expect from it 
a report on whicli it might aL.t during 
the present session ; but if the com- 
mittee were not so composed, it would 
be a mockery to expect any siubstan- 
tial good from its Libcun s, or any thing 
that could lead to a beneficial arrange- 
ment during tlie present year. He 
called upon the House to support him 
ill this most impbitaiit point ; that, be- 
fore separating this night, tiiey should 
appoint such a committee as the cir- 
cumstances of the country required, as 
the nature of the duty whicli they had 
to perform rendered necessary, and as 
the expectations of the w'holc nation 
looked for. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
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observed, that it was only last year that 
the income of the Prince Regent had 
been placed upon such a footing as to 
ihake it possible for him to contribute 
to the exigencies of the country. What 
ministers had done was in no degree to 
be considered in the light of taxation, 
but, merely of voluntary contribution. 
He endeavoured to shew that the fi- 

• nances of the coiintry were^in a more 
Joprishing and promising state than 
they had been represented by Mr Tier- 
•ney. 

Mr Brougham expected, in the pre- 
sent' state of the nation, that when eco- 
nomy was set about, it would have been 
,in a workman-like manner, and ^hat the 
members of the committee now pro- 
posed would have been distinguished, 
not by their habitual subservience to 
the crijwn, but by their attachment to 
the rights and liberties of the nation. 
\The real ground taken for tlie forma- 
, tion of this committee was, when strict- 
ly examined, tliat it could do nothing : 
it was obvious that in its operation it 
must meet with a mass of patronage 

• and of influence vvliich would imped*- 
every endeavour at reduction. With- 
out refering to tluir names, he might, 
without speaking invidioiKsly, pi edict, 
that every salmtary object would be 
evaded ; and that the principal cause 
of this defeat would be the overwhelm- 
ing mass of papers ?li]d unintelligible 
accounts with which the committee 
woulcLbc inuiuiatccl. He might safely 
say, that tlicy^ould look only to the 
favourable side of the account. 1 1 was, 
however, incunffbent on that House to 
look into the real condition of the 
country, at this moment. (Hear, 
hear!) The public made a call : would 

'they refuse to answer it W^hat 
the public wanted was the reduction 
of ail enormous expendituic. I'his 
was a cry not to be smothered ; it was 
a want not to be disappointed. We 
had now arrived at the grand point of 
seeing a committee of public expendi- 


ture and revenue, the destroyers of 
abuses, and abolishers of sinecures, con- 
stituted of the same persons who en- 
joyed them. {Ileary hear /) The or- 
dinary way of choosing six on the one 
side, as it was supposed, and six on the 
other, would not do, unless they look- 
ed to the equal result, or, as he might 
say, the real working. How could 
they expect gentlemen to be exact 
commissioners of inquiry who were 
themselves interested in the very sub- 
j^t of that inquiry ? The only, the 
gr^at, the effectual inquiry which could 
be instituted was, an inquiry into the 
possibility of reducing the salaries of 
all the high offices in the state witliout 
exception. No work of retrenchment 
was suggested, no great offices of the 
crown were reduced, and it was for 
the House to determine whether they 
would make themselves parties to the 
illusion. It was for them to say, whe- 
ther they would wisli to see a commit- 
tee formed of the landed and indepen- 
dent interest, or whether tliey would 
desire to see it compost'd of the friends 
of mlniste^^, and those who aspired to 
become mimsters themselves. 

iWr Canning, tliouidi he never ex- 
pected that any proposition of his noble 
friend conKl meet the appiobation of 
the gentiemen opposite, was yet asto- 
iiidied at the degree ol r.^itation which 
this had excited. In his opinion, the 
only reasonable doubt could be, whe- 
ther the system of retrenchment had 
not been carried too far. The ho- 
nourable gentleman stated, that the ob- 
ject of tins committee ought to be to 
diminish the influence of the crown, 
and that, therefore, official men sliouIJ 
be excluded from it. It was a matter 
of argument whether the influence of 
ll»e crown had grown up within the 
walls of parliament or in the country, 
in such a proportion as to render it 
proper that ofFic^l men bhould be ex- 
cluded from the present inquiry, If 
tried even by iheir own test, it would 
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be found, that the number of ofRcers 
in parliament was infinitely diminished, 
when compared with the best times of 
the Constitution. When compared 
with the days of the Whigs — with the 
time when the Septennial Bill was pass- 
ed — when those saviours of liberty 
were in power — from that time, down- 
wards, an evident diminution in the 
number of official men in parliament 
might easily be shewn. Gentlemen 
opposite had no right to assume that 
the object of the committee was to di- 
minish the influence of the.crown, ^nd 
to state that as a reason for excluding 
official men. If a committee were spe- 
cifically formed to inquire whether 
that influence of the crown had not 
been increased, and ought not to be 
diminished, then, indeed, it might be 
right to reject the members of govern- 
ment ; but he denied, that the com- 
mittee now contemplated, had any such 
object in view. 

Mr Wilberforce considered the ap- 
pointment of such a committee as high- 
ly expedient ; but was afraid the re- 
port would not be produced in sufficient 
time to do much good. He saw no im- 
propriety in official men holding a place 
in it ; at the same time he was of opi- 
nion that the influence of the crown 
had increased ; it met a man every- 
where. He thought, therefore, the 
committee should be so constituted, 
that the members might be as indepen- 
dent of the crown as possible. 

Mr Brand and Mr Ponsonby spoke 
shortly against the motion, and Lord 
Lascelles in its favour. It was car- 
ried by 210 against 117, forming a 
majority of 93. 

The committee proceeded to their 
functions without delay ; and, dispro- 
ving the anticipations of delay, speedily 
prepared a report, which was present- 
ed to the House, on the 27th March, 
by Mr Davies Gilbert. It relates to 
sinecure offices, and those, the sala- 
ries of which appeared to be more than 


in proportion to the duties performed. 
From its interesting nature, we have 
been induced to give it entire in fdie Ap- 
pendix, p. 208. The last proposition, 
for allowing, in room of abolished sine- 
cures, a limited number of pensions, in - 
reward of efficient public services, was 
made the foundation of a bill to that 
effect, called the Offices Compensation 
Bill. It was strongly opposed, how- 
ever, by Sr Robert Heron and by Mr 
Brougham, the latter of whom obser- 
ved, that it was adding L.42,0(X> to 
the pension list of these kingdoms ; 
which, with the per cent. West In- 
dia fund, amounted to L.240,000, re- 
gularly employed in extending the in-., 
fluenceof government. Ministers ought 
not to be put upon half-pay, like clerks 
and barristers. It was by ha^^ing a race 
of high-minded statesmen, raided far 
superior to such humble inducements, 
that Britain had been raised to he»* 
present distinguished rank among na- 
tions. There was no fear of the want 
of public men : After all that had been 
said of public places not being worth 
accepting, there were no symptoms of 
any dearth of persons ready to fill pub- 
lic situations. — The bill, however, was 
defended by Mr Smith and Mr Bankes, 
who, as the pension l/st had not been 
increased since 1782, notwithstanding 
the fall in the value of money, could 
not consider its aTmount as extravagant. 
It was carried by a majority of 105 to 
45. 

The committee, actively prosecu- 
ting their inquiries, were not long of 
producing a second report. It relates 
to the actual expenditure of the army, 
in every department of which it enters 
into extensive details. As it is of great 
length, and relating chiefly to tempo- 
rary objects, we have not judged it 
expedient to fill our pages with it. 
A comparison is made between the 
establishment of the army in 1814, 
and in 1817. In 1814, we had, in 
cavalry, infantry, foreign corps, and 
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embodied militia^ a force of $44,746 
In 1817» a force of. 122,952 

Decrease in 1817, 221^794 

Sums voted for army ser^ces. 

.For 1815, were L 13,435,392 

In 1816 L.8,727,994 

In 1817, .! L.6,989,948 

“Decrease in 181 7f L.J,738,496 

/ The ex pence of the same number of 
infantry in 1792 and 1817, is nearly in 
the proportion of two to three. In the 
former period, the expence of 8,000 
men was L.g45,000 ; in 1817, it was 
L..331,974. The pay of the rajtih and 
file has been exactly doubled, with ad- 
ditional allowances after seven years* 
service ; but t^e pay of the officers has 
not been Aised in nearly the same pro- 
portioAi The. pay of the dragoon sol- 
^diers has been only raised from 8d. to 
Is. 3d., with additions for length of 
.service. The numerical amount of the 
army, for Great Britain, in 1817, ex. 
ceeds that in 1792, by 14,000 ; of 
which 3,000 are on account of reliefs 
•for the foreign service. The difference 
for Ireland is 12,000. In 1792 there 
were maintained in the colonies 12,650. 
In 1817 there are maintained in the 
same colonies 20,416 ; besides which, 
there are in the new colonies and fo- 
reign possessions 12,600. The Chel- 
sea pensioners amount, for Great Bri- 
tain, to 51,591 ; for Ireland,. to 10,631. 
This sninual ex pence, which can ad- 
mit 9f no redutiPtion, exceeds a million 
sterling. The committee suggest a 
number of mindr savings ; but, upon 
the whole, they sanction, with their 
. approbation, the expose submitted by 
Lord Castlereagh, at the commence- 
ment of the session. 

After these arrangements, the most 
important matter relating to the re- 
venue consisted in the annual budget, 
presented as usual at the close of the 
session. On the 20th June, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved that 

VOL. X. PART I. 


the House should go into a committee 
of ways and means. The great defi- 
ciency of last year, he said, was prin- 
cipally in the excise and customs. Ire- 
land had a large deficiency of 20 per 
cent, on the produce of its revenue. 
The means by which he meant*to pro- 
vide for this deficiency, would neither 
be burdensome nor objectionable, and 
would provide for all that was wanting. 

SUPPLIES. 

Army (including 1,500,0001. 

^for extraordinaries, and 
exclusive of troops in 

France) §,080,000 

Navy (exclusive of grant 
for the reduction of 

N avy debt ) 6,000,000 

Ordnance 1,221,300 

Miscellaneous 1,700,000 

Total supply for service 

of the year 1817 L.18,001,300 

Interest on Ex- 
chequer Bills 1,900,000 
Sinking Fund 

on ditto 330,000 

To make good 
the perma- 
nent charges 
of Ireland to 
the5thofJan. 

1817 246,508 

Towards the 
reduction of 
Navy and 
Transport 

debt 1,660,000 

4,136,508 

Total, L.22,1 37,808 
Such was the total amount of that es- 
tablishment he had to propose. He 
could not call it a peace establishment, 
for the period had not yet arrived at 
which we could be said to enjoy •the 
benefit of a profound and real peace. 
The House would recollect, that at 
the opening of the session he had esti- 
mated the expenditure at 18,300,0001., 
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which fell S00,000l. short. The un- 
funded debt was 1)900,0001.9 and there 
were thirty-three millions of unprovi- 
ded expenditure. This expenditure he 
proposed to meet in the following 
manner : 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Annual duties L.3,000,000 

Disposable 18159 15)749 

Ways and Means 

1816) 1,849,110 

1,8659559 

Excise duties continued (af- 
ter satisfying the grant * 

thereoip for the year 

1816) 1,300,000 

Money remaining at the 
disposal of Parliament of 
the consolidated fund at 

5th April 1817, 1,225,973 

LiOttery 250,000 

Old Stores 400,000 

Arrears of property recei- 
ved or to be received be- 
tween the 5th of April 

1817, and 5th of April 

1818, 1,500,000 

L.9,541,537 

Irish Treasury 

Bills 3,600 000 

Exchequer Bills 9,000,000 

12,600,000 

L.22,141,537 
The arrears of the property- tax, he 
hoped, would be made available by 
next Christmas. But it would be 
seen by the statement, that a sum of 
12,000,6001. remained to be provided 
for. The Bank of Ireland did not 
wish to be paid off all the debt due to 
it, but would expect 5 per cent, for it. 
He had no doubt an arrangement could 
be made with the Bank of England Tor 
reducing the interest as soon as the 
bills on that subject should be passed. 
He proposed to provide for the defi- 
ciency, by an issue of nine millions of 
Exchequer bills. He could have raised 


the money by loan on very advantageous 
terms ; but he found by the state of 
the market, that an issue of Exchequer 
bills would be still better. They had 
disposed of twenty-seven millions Ex- 
chequer bills in little more than three 
months, and they would have eight 
months to dispose of twenty-four mil- 
lions, It was thergfore with much 
pleasure he had to recommend this 
measure to the House, which would 
provide for the deficiencies of the year 
on advantageous and by no means ob-' 
jectionable terms. He had another 
subject of importance still to allude to ; 
that was, the actual state of the public 
debt ; and though the finance com- 
mittee had not yet made a report on 
this subject, yet he w^* enabled to 
state, that all the most saitguine ex- 
pectations formed last ]^ear had been 
realized. It had been calculated last 
year, that three millions of the public 
debt woul5 be paid off this year : by. 
the accounts before the House, it ap- 
peared that upwards of 9,400,0001. had 
been paid off. But it was right he 
should state, that six millions, part of 
this payment, was made from the sur- 
plus of 1 816, the actual payment being 
about 3,400,0001. But, in addition to 
this sum, the public dt-bt had been far- 
ther reduced by the sum of thirty-two 
millions of stock bought up by the 
commissioners, and he looked forward 
with an anxious expectation of seeing 
twenty millions more paid off before 
another budget was daid before the 
House. Whilst, for the present year, 
the sum likely to be added to the debt 
wouldbe about 12,300,0001., we should 
payoff 16,000,0001. : this would reduce 
the debt 3,500,0001. more, but this sum 
would be liable to be diminished by any 
falling off in the consolidated fund. 
The right honourable gentleman then 
proceeded to contend, that our diffi- 
culties did not arise from any domestic 
circumstances, but from the general 
state of depression of the continental 
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kingdoms, which depression prevented 
the consumption of British articles. 
Yet, notwithstanding all this, the cre- 
dit of the country was looking up, and 
our commerce improving, ^tinder all 
. these circumstances, he trusted he 
should hear no more of reducing the 
interest of the national debt, or of 
• breaking faith with the public credi- 
’ tor, but that the spirit and Joyalty of 
Vhe country wouldenable them to meet 
much greater difficulties than these. 

• The several resolutions were then 
put and agreed to. 

Besides ^lese general financial ar- 
rangements, the oppositibn members 
4 :arried on, without intermissiod, a spe- 
cies oi jietite guerre, upon alleged in- 
stances of useless and culpable expen- 
diture on'^the part of ministers. Suth 
a* system forms a regular part of the 
, functions of a parliamentary opposi- 
-tion, and though it may sometimes be 
. carried on upon frivolous and vexatious 
grounds, is, on the whole, highly to be 
applauded. Ministers are thus kept 
constantly on the alert, and made to 
•feel, that they cannot spend a single 
shilling, without being liable to have 
it’ contested and exposed to public 
view. 

The first attack was made on the 
18th February by Lord Milton, on the 
subject of the war salaries claimed by 
the secretaries of th*e Admiralty, on 
occasion of the expedition to Algiers. 
At a t?ime, his lordship observed, when 
the ^ministers •f the crown and the 
Prince Regent himself were resigning 
large portions Cf their salary, it could 
scarcely be expected^ that the secreta- 
ries of the Admiralty would be claim- 
ing an addition. He insisted, that 
there had been nothing fairly to con- 
stitute a state of war j no declaration, 
no orders issued for capture and re- 
prisal, no letters of marque. Lord Ex- 
mouth had said in his dispatch, “Thus 
has a provoked war, of two days ex- 
istence, been teftninated byf^icomplete 


victory.** Yet the Admiralty had 
dated the war from the time when the 
Prince Regent*8 orders were issued to 
fit out the expedition, and down to 
the period when the intelligence of the 
treaty had reached the Admiralty. He 
moved, therefore, “ That the^issue of 
the war salaries to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, and. certain other officers, 
in consideration of the expedition to 
Algiers, is uncalled for, and therefore 
an improper application of the public 
raoney.'* *• 

.Mr Cresker trusted no one would 
suspect him of being influenced in his 
conduct by so paltry a consideration 
as that of receiving a sum of L.220. 
He had considered it as his right, the 
assertion of which was due to the office 
he held. He was as ready as any man 
to make sacrifices to the public good ; 
but it was first necessary to ascertain 
what was his to give. Letters of marque 
had not been issued, because Algiers 
was not a mercantile state. If no hos- 
tilities had ensued, he would not have 
made the demand ; but it was quite a 
mistake to suppose that the duration 
of a war was only to be measured by 
that of tl^e actual hostilities. In that 
case, the war with Denmark w^ould 
have lasted only during the bombard- 
ment of Copenhagen, and the last 
French war only during the battle of 
Waterloo. There had b^’en no favour 
in the case ; he had made the demand 
as a matter of right. — Mr Calcraft ai^ 
Mr Tierney admitted that the secre- 
tary >Va8 right in demanding the in- 
crease, but thought the Lords of the 
Admiralty should not have granted iu 
Government had a general power to 
cut down superfluous salaries. The 
war did not begin till after the rejection 
of the treaty by the Algerines, and it 
ended with their submission ; and the 
secretary bad no right to more than 
two days adclitic*i, or L 2. 58.— Lord 
Castlercagh insisted that it was im- 
perative on the Lords of the Admi- 
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ralty to grant this salary ; the order of 
1800 left them no choice. What a 
monstrous doctrine^ that the heads of 
an office could cut down at pleasure 
the salaries of the inferiorofficers! As 
well might theComipander in Chief be 
allowed to reduce the pay of the army. 
Duty to the English flag, duty to the 
honour of the English character, duty 
to the civilized principle throughout 
the world, made a war with Algiers 
at once lawful and neces sary . Although 
Lord Exmouth had carried out an al- 
ternative of peace or war, h was quite 
certain, from the circumstances, that 
there could be nothing but war ; and 
very great exertions had been made by 
the Admiralty in fitting out the expe- 
dition. All this outcry was about 
• JL.220. Nothing but the dearth of all 
fair grounds of attack could have in- 
duced the right honourable gentleman 
to have recourse to such an insignifi- 
cant point. — Mr Lamb insisted that 
such a war did not come within the 
intent and. meaning of the order in 
council, and that it was mere quib- 
bling and special pleading to call it a 
war. This was a time when nothing 
should be done that could ^ower offi- 
cial men in the eyes of the country. 
The motion was negatived by a some- 
what narrow majority of 169 against 
114. 

The next jj^otion of this nature was 
made on the 25th February, by Sir 
M. Ridley, relative to the continuance, 
in time of peace, of six Lords of the 
Admiralty, being the same number em- 
ployed during the war. Sir M. gave a 
fShort view of the progress of the navy, 
which had been first brought to a 
flourishing state under the direction 
of the Duke of York, chiefly through 
the activity and attention of Mr Se- 
cretary Pepys. A regular board had 
then been termed, and had continued 
ever since, but varying in its number. 
In 1702, when Prince George was at 
the bead of the naval lords^ their num- 


ber was only four ; in 1706, the num- 
ber was the same. In 1709, when Lord 
Orford was first commissiooer, the 
number was four; in 1714, under the 
Earl of Strafford, the number was five ; 
in 1717, under Lord Berkley, it was 
five; in 1775 and 1776, under Lord 
Sandwich, the number was still five. 
Since that time, he was aware that the 
number v^as usually •six. Perhaps the’ 
business of the b6ard had increased 
during the long wars that had succeed- 
ed : but though that number might be 
necessary during the increased oper- 
ations of war, he saw na reason why it 
should be continued in peace, when it 
could oe no longer necessary. If th*^ 
increase of numbers had been a matter 
of necessity, it should cease with the 
necessity : if it were to be considered 
as a grievance, its long continuance 
should be no argument for its per- 
manence. (Hear i hear*) He believed 
that he should be acquitted of all wish, 
to throw personal imputations on any 
man ; but he thought that the House 
should go with him, if he could shew 
that the appointment of six lords was 
neither consistent with former prac- 
tice, nor with the necessity of present 
circumstances. Mr Secretary Pepys, 
in his naval administfation, had laid 
down a rule, which was well worthy the 
attention of his Majesty’s ministers ; 
he took care not co employ any gentle- 
men who were not masters of naval 
affairs, and distinguished at the same 
time for strict integrity, and regular 
habits of industry. To this testi- 
mony he might add the recommenda- 
tion which some years ago appeared 
in the report of the commissioners 
appointed to investigate the state of 
the naval management. They had 
stated their conviction as to the ne- 
cessity of employing the most effec- 
tive means for the right administra- 
tion of the navy ; and observed how 
much depended on scientific know- 
ledge, qn ability, dM uninterrupted 
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industtyi and recSmmended that no 
other circumstances should be per« 
igiitted* to introduce any persons in- 
to the Board of Admiralty manage- 
ment, except the being litibr all the 
• duties of their situation. How far his 
Majesty’s ministers had complied with 
this recommendation, lie left it to the 
House and to the public to judge* 
When it was s^n tihat a«cornet of 
l\ 468 ar 8 , without the slightest preten- 
sions to naval knowledge, was made 
'a Lord of Admiralty, what motive 
could be supposed to have influeri- 
ced the minds of those who made 
him so, except such a motive, as was 
too obvious to every understanding 
to make it necessary for him even to 
touch upon it ? During war, the num- 
ber of seamen employed was 140,000 ; 
the present number was about 19,000. 
•At that time there were 1200 ves- 
sels in service ; at present, he be- 
•lieved that the number of vessels, of 
every sort and description, did not 
amoun t to 200. Could an v thing, then, ' 
justify the continuance or these useless 
lords, unless it was meant to* say, that 
their offices ought to he kept as sine- 
cure offices for the reward of the 
friends of ministers ? 

LordCastlereagh complimented the 
honoufable baronet on the temperate 
manner in which he h^d introduced his 
motion. Perhaps, however, it would 
have been better had he waited for the 
results bf the committee of finance now 
sitting. He muft certainly express his 
regret at the novel course now adopted 
by the honour^le gentlemen of the 
other side, a course which seemed to 
him to be in direct opposition to those 
parliamentary rules which were framed 
on a comprehensive view of public 
utility : he alluded to that course of 
insulated and unconnected notices re- 
•specting different places and appoint- 
ments, the perpetual renewal and sus- 
j^nsion of which over the heads of the 
House, kept the public mind in a state 


of perpetual ^tation. He could not 
admit that office was to be tried by 
that strict rule which the honourable 
baronet seemed to contemplate, that 
public business was always to be done 
by the fewest hands possible* ^ If this 
principle of making persons in high 
office perform all the labour possible, 
without any such relaxation as they 
might be supposed to require — if this 
principle were acted upon, offices of 
state would be filled by very different 
persons from those who now filled 
them. Did the honourable gentle- 
men mean to say, that the labour per- 
formed should be precisely as much 
as a man could perform without any 
relief ? Did they mean to hold out the 
expectation that any men of liberal 
rank in life would submit to such a 
rule ? And would they go further, 
and drive out of the administration all 
those young men of high birth, whose 
accession to a government was one of 
the best pledges for the security of the 
constitution ? Would they tie down 
persons of this description to the same 
laborious routine of duty as a banker’s 
clerk, or a tierchant’s apprentice ? He 
could not find in the principle of any 
administration, that it had ever been 
understood that the Board of Admi- 
ralty should consist solely of profes- 
sional men. In his conscience he be- 
lieved, that nothing was more likely to 
do mischief to the public service. As 
to any individual against whom this 
motion might be aimed, he should not 
enter any particular defence, but was 
prepared ^o say, that a fewoffices should 
exist in which young men of rank in 
life might find a motive for studying 
the constitution of their country. Few 
men could be' statesmen at once : they 
must learn through the gradations of 
inferior offices to manage the high de- 
partments of the state. It was true, 
that there had beeh some instances of 
men emerging into the height of pub- 
lic life at once. Mr Pitt started at 



66 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. CCha#. 5. 


once into that distinguished situation, 
which he continued to ^11 during his 
life ; but there had been other great 
men, perhaps of not inferior talent to 
Mr Pitt, who had risen by slow grada- 
tions t 9 the highest ranks. Mr Fox 
had not thought it inconsistent with 
his character or talents to take his seat 
as a member of the naval board, though 
he had not. the slightest professional 
knowledge of the navy, nor was he the 
only illustrious man who had begun by 
filling this minor office. Sir RobeVt 
Walpole, and others, had first come to 
the notice of parliament, and of their 
sovereign, through this very office. 
Hi? would contend, then, that if the 
circle of offices was to be narrowed, 
or abolished, serious mischief would 
accrue to the constitution ; for one 
great source of the education of states- 
men would be cut off. He should not 
CifUsent to auch a proposition, unless 
he thought it useful to the general wel- 
fare. He never understood that the 
noble lord on the opposite bench (Lord 
Althorp) had thought himself unfit to 
take a seat at the navy board, though 
not a professional man ;^nd Lord 
Spencer, he believed, had put quite as 
much confidence in lay lords of the 
1 ^ Admiralty as any other administration. 
Although many duties discharged by 
the board in time of war ceased during 
a period of peace, yet there were many 
details particularly relating to the dock- 
yards, which were unavoidably neglect- 
ed in the former period, and which oc- 
cupied much of their attention during 
a lime of peace. It was also^very im- 
portant, that while a full Admiralty 
Board sat in London, there should be 
the means of sending out a competent 
commission to the out-ports. — Mr 
Croker also observed, that since ie>V5, 
with the exception of one year, the 
‘number ancfsalary of the Lords of the 
Admiralty had continued without any 
variation — The motion of Sir M, 
Ridley was opposed by Mr Canning, 


but strenuously tupported by Mr 
Bankes and Mr Brougham. The op- 
position divided strong upon the sub- 
ject, having 152 against 208. 

On the. 29th of April, Mr Tierney 
made a motion relative to the office of 
third secretary of state, which was 
created in 17fH for the war depart- 
ment, had afterwards the business of 
the colon} !8 ann^ed to it, and had now 
no business except what arose frora 
the colonies. He moved, in the first 
instance, a committee to inquire, 
}Vhether the business of this office 
might not be transacted* by the secre- 
taries of state for the home depart- 
ment. The office of third secretary 
of state, he observed, had been.created 
since the commencement of the war ; 
it arose entirely out of the war. From 
1794* up to J801, every thing coh- 
nected with the colonies was car- 
ried on in the home department. Now, 
though one half of the business is at 
an end, it had quite escaped the trea- 
* sury, that one half of the salary should 
be taken away. It was now only half 
an office* From 1794* to J80U the 
Duke of Portland carried on both the 
home department and the colonies. He 
had to discharge that i.ffice during the 
most arduous period of the wai*. He 
had to direct the management of all 
the colonies, of ^very kind and descrip- 
tion ; he had to control the business of 
the alien office, then very laborious ; 
he had to regulate every matfer con- 
nected with the milifka ; he had also 
cast upon him the business of corres- 
ponding with the government of Ire- 
land, then mostly in a state of rebel- 
lion. Would Lord Sidmoutb confess 
himself less competent to the duties of 
secretary than the Duke of JPortland ? 
Let Lord Chichester be examined be- 
fore a committee, and if he said that 
he asked the colonies to be taken fronr 
him, Mr T. would never again open 
his Jips on the subject. The business of 
the home department lay now in a Very 
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narrow compass . indeed ; it was little 
more than a police office^ and there 
were t^o under-secretaries to manage 
if. By abolishing this ofhcey there 
would be a saving of L.l 2,000 a-year. 
, Mr Goulburn contende<f that the 
business of the colonies had so much 
incrieased, as to render a»8eparate office 
. indispensable. It was difficult to give 
•any statement oa the subject which 
ipight not be open to ridicule ; but, in 
t he J 4 years from 1768 to 1782, the num- 
ber of pages filled in the books of entry 
for twelve colonies were 3189. In an 
equal period^ from 1802 to 1816, the 
pages of entry for the same colonies 
yere 6098. The business in th^ home 
office was also greatly increased, and 
he might say the same of alh the of- 
fices. He believed one reason was, the 
diifusicui of education and intelligence; 
every person could now address repre- 
*6entationJ^to the offices by letter, and 
these were very numerous. The abo- 
lition of the slave trade formed the 
business of one whole office; and in the 
anxiety and vigilance necessary for the 
due enforcement of this object, ample 
room' was found for talents and indus- 
try. There was also the care of legis- 
lating for each particular colony. To 
all of them, English laws and English 
principles were to be recommended, 
yet in such a manner as not to clash 
with local feelings and prejudices. To 
watch the times and opportunities, to 
select 4he proper modes *and instru- 
ments foreffecti^^g theseimpro vements, 
required the vigilant exercise of consi- 
derable powers.* He could not think 
so ill of the country as that it would 
sacrifice the welfare of the colonies, 
and the happiness of thousands, for a 
Saving of L.12,0(X).— »-Mr Ponsonby 
did not see how, when one office had 
conducted the business, both of war 
and the colonies, the same establish- 
ment should be necessary for the colo- 
nies alone. The idea of the secretary 
of state being the legislator for the 


colonies appeared to him very extra- 
ordinary. He«thoAight the nation en- 
titled at least to an inquiry into this 
subject. — Mr Wilberforce. declared, 
that from all he knew and heard, the 
office alluded to was overloaded with 
business^ and the home department 
equally so. It was, in his opinion, ea. 
sentially necessary that the superin- 
tendance of our colonial concerns 
should constitute the business of a 
distinct, efficient, and dignified go- 
vernment. 

On a division, the large majority of 
190 to 87 appeared against the motioa 
of Mr Tierney. 

On the 6th of May another grand 
attack was made (by Mr Lambton) on 
the subject of the expen ces incurred in 
Mr Canning's mission to Lisbon. He 
should confine himself to state facts, 
and it was not his intention to impli- 
cate a particular individual, but to 
make out such a case as would render 
it manifest, that his Majesty's minis- 
ters had been guilty of lavishing away 
the public money. It was on all hands 
acknowledged, that, after the war, the 
mission to. Lisbon was reduced to a 
mere job, which would be, if possible, 
more fully exposed, if the House had 
the papers on its table. The honour- 
able member entered into a statement ‘ 
of the motives which induced the ser- 
vants of the crown to send the present 
member for Liverpool to Lisbon, and 
he read two letters from Lord, Strang- 
fbrd to the Secretary of State, inti- 
mating' it was the intention of the 
Prince Regent of Portugal to return 
to Europe ; but it turned out to be 
the fact, that his Royal Highness in- 
dulged no such design. The plain 
statement of the case was, that it was 
found necessary, for political purnoses, 
to nominate this honourable genuemau 
to that station, and to accommodate 
him with anannuabstipend of L. 14,000 
a-year. He succeeded a deserving pub^ 
lie officer, (Mr Sydenham,} who had 
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only a salary of L.5000, and continued 
at Lisbon, till he received L. 18,000 
of the public money, fordoing nothing. 

Lord Castlereagh agreed, that if 
the case could be made out satisfac- 
torily which had been so boldly and 
broadly stated by the honourable gen- 
tleman, he and his colleagues must fall 
not only under the displeasure of the 
House, but be exposed to the repro- 
bation of the whole country. He con- 
tended that the expence of the mission 
was greatly overstated, it being only 
L.8200 a-year, and in truth, the ac- 
tual expence was not more than had 
been granted by the House for the 
employment of a minister of the se- 
cond order. This government acted 
under the view that the Prince Regent 
would return to his European domi- 
nions. The return of his Royal High- 
ness, was of much importance, and was 
urged as far as decency would allow, 
by his Majesty's ministers ; so that it 
would have been unpardonable on their 
part, had they not taken the steps ne- 
cessary under such a contingency. The 
strong objection urged by the Prince 
Regent of Portugal against returning 
to Europe was, the unsettled state of 
the continent ; when, therefore, the 
peace of Paris took place in 1814», the 
expectation of his Majesty’s govern- 
ment, that the court of Portugal would 
return to Lisbon, was very much 
strengthened, and a squadron was sent 
to the Brazils to convey him home. 
Ministers certainly flattered themselves 
with the expectation that the* Prince 
of Portugal would return ; if they had 
deceived themselves, they might be 
blameable for want of foresight,* but 
not criminal. — Sir F. Burdett contend- 
ed, that the appointment was consider- 
ed out of doors a most scandalous job ; 
and varnish it as ministers would, an 
inch thick, it was a scandalous pecu- 
lation on the public- purse. 

Mr Canning said, after one year of 
menace hanging over his head, and 


three months of awful preparation, to 
find 80 strong a phalanx opposed to 
him, and so many of the leaders^f that 
phalanx hanging back without stating 
manfully Y^hat the charges were they 
had to impute to him, was peculiar in- ^ 
deed. He then entered into a state- 
ment of the ejtfpences of various other 
ambassadors, particularly that of Lord 
Charles l^tewart, who had expend-' 
ed from April 1813, to April 18.14, 
L. 31, 200. He next went into an ex- 
planation of the mission immediately 
connected with himself. Having pro- 
ceeded to Lisbon, under the restriction 
of L.6000 per annum allowance, with- 
out knowing how far that sum would 
go, but with a desire to try — this, 
with an^allowance of a further sum, 
made the whole sum nominally L.8200, 
and this sum he intended should^be suf- 
ficient for all his purposes^ But he, 
found there were deductions at home, 
amounting to 28 per cent, so that 
he was compelled to forego the line 
he had chalked out for himself. The 
total amount of the allowances was 
L. 11,700. His agentrtiad receivejl one 
quarterns allowance of the L.6000, 
which he directed should be returned 
to the treasury, without any previous 
knowledge that his mission would form 
the subject of parliamentary inquiry. 
The right hon. gentleman observed, 
that he was open to all the imputations 
which gentlemen might cast upon him, 
in respect to his eagenness fot office, 
and to his having acted under his noble 
friend ; but as to pecuniary matters, he 
stood upon a rock froVn which all they 
could say would^ not remove him. Mr 
C. condemned the personalities which 
were used in debate, which tended to 
degrade and debase the debates in par- 
liaments, and placed them on a footing 
with the harangues in Palace-yard. He 
defended himself from the imputation 
of having accepted office under his 
noble friend, and a^ked the House if 
the reconciliation of private enmities 
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ought to be the ground of public ac- 

cusation* 

Lord Milton declared^ that he con* 
sid&red it his duty to vote against the 
motion of his honourable fryend Mr 
Lambton ; although he could not agree 
that the parties concerned in the ap- 
pointment of this embassy^ere entirely 
free from blame. # 

* The House now divided,, when the 
previous question was carried by a ma- 
jority of 270 to 96* 

• On the .8th of May, Mr Bennet 
brought forward a motion on the sub- 
ject of Mr Hgrries’s yipointment to a 
situation in the Civil List. He took a 
review of Mr Herries’s. public life, and 
enumerated his several public appoint- 
ments. Mr Herries was first appoint- 
ed to a puj^lic situation in 1798, when 
he -was appointed to a situation in the 
TTreasury. He was afterwards ap- 
pointed secretary to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ; afterwards Commis- 
sary-General and Comptroller of Ac- 
counts i and to these he had various 
other situations and emol||pients added. 
The l^on. gentlefhan then proceeded 
to enumerate the services of Mr Her- 
rics, which amounted to five years’ 
service in the Treasnry, and thirteen 
years’ attendanct' on the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer as secretary, and for 
these arduous services he was rewarded 
with an income of L,2700, a sum 
more than double what would be given 

* to a G<fneral who should have fought 
the battles of hi» country for 20 of 25 
years. The hon. gentleman concluded 
by moving a resolution, declaring that 
the House considered jhe allowing Mr 

- Herries* to retire with the half of his 
salary of L.2700 a-year, and allow- 
ing him afterwards to take an office of 
L.1500 a-year, was a great waste of 
the public money. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was fully persuaded, that when the 
House had heard what he had to urge, 
they would think what had been done 


for Mr Herries was merely Justice* 
Mr Herries was first apfpinted secre- 
tary to him (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) when a Lord of the Trea- 
6U17 and afterwards he was appointed 
private secretary to Mr Percival, a place 
of great trust ; and such as had invari- 
ably led to great preferment. In 1808, 
Mr Herries was appointed a comp- 
troller of army accounts, with a salary 
of L.1500 for life ; this certainly he 
gave up, and in 1811 succeeded Co- 
lonel Gordon as Commissary-General. 
In this situation he continued till 
1816, when an arrangement was made 
in the Commissariat, by which a sum 
of L. 11,000 was saved annually to the 
public. The right hon. gentleman 
then proceeded to contend, that in re- 
tiring under such circumstances as he 
did, Mr Herries was entitled to his 
half-pay as Commissary-General ; and 
with respect to his appointment of 
Auditor of the Civil List, parliament 
had decreed that there should be such 
an officer ; if Mr Herries had not been 
appointed, some other person must ; 
and no man, from his talents, know- 
ledge of business, and extensive con- 
nections, was so well suited to the si- 
tuation as Mr Herries was. 

Mr Tierney had no personal feel- 
ings towards Mr Herries, but was as 
ready as the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer could be to acknowledge his per- 
sonal services ; but, allowing them to 
. their fullest extent, the question was, 
whether he had not been more tldtn 
paid by his appointment of L.2700 
a-year ? Mr Percival appointed Mr 
Herries to a situation of L.1500 a- 
year, as Auditor of Accounts ; and in 
doing that, no doubt, Mr Percival 
thought he had rewarded that gentle- 
mafh’s services. * 

After a few words from Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, to which Mr Bennet replied, 
the motion was negatived by a majo- 
rity of 93 to 42. 


• N • 
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CHAPTER VI. ^ 


POOR LAWS. — PUBLIC DISTRKSS. 


General Observations on the Poor Laws — Remedies suggested. — Mr Curujen^s 
Motion — Committee appointed — Report — Debate upon it. — Mr Brougham’ s 
Motion on the Distresses (vf the Country. ’-^Mr Vansitiart’s Planjor the 
Relief (fthe Labouring Classes. 


In this era of public distress, the at- 
tention of the public was mainly di- 
rected to the devising remedies for the 
various ills with which the nation was 
beset. Among these, none struck re- 
flecting men, and particularly landed 
proprietors^ with such alarm and dis- 
may as the enormous increase of the 
poor rates, now risen to eight millions, 
and threaieningfartherand speedy aug- 
mentation. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, the most anxious endeavours of 
parliament, stimulated at once by pa- 
triotism and self-interest, no remedy, 
or even palliative, appears yet to have 
been discovered. We cannot boast of 
having made any profound researches 
into this subject 4 nevertheless, in the 
course of observation and inquiry, some 
reflections have occurred, which we 
do not exactly recollect to have met 
with elsewhere; and as the subject is 
so important, and one on which the 
nation is still involved in such deep 
perplexity, hints from any quarter may 
not be wholly unacceptable. 

There are few qhannels by which 
a greater mass of valuable information 
has been collected, than by the reports 


presented to parliament on the different 
branches of political economy. Yet 
we cannot help thinking that there is 
a tendency to spin out these investi- 
gations to too great a length, and to 
exhaust uponLhem that zeal, and those 
efforts, whicn migh^ have led to the 
fulfilment of the object for which the 
inquiry was instituted. These are 
carried on from year to year, till all 
the first enthusiasm .has evaporated, 
and till the subject has begun to pall 
both on the House and the public. 
At last, it is declared, that the utmost 
efforts of parliament having been em- 
ployed for ye^rs without any, result, 
the evil may fairly be cpnsidered as- be- 
yond the reach of remedy, — when, in 
fact, nothing has beet even attempted 
beyond the collecting and printing 
these voluminous masses of evidence. 
Such, perhaps, has been somewhat the 
process followed, with regard to the 
very important subject of the present 
chapter. It has been overlaid by the 
very mass of the materials thus col- 
lected ; the mind of the legislator has 
been puzzled by confused and contra- 
dictory materials, and rendered inca- 
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pable of devi«ing any distinct and 
feasible plan for the attainment of the 
object. •Yet we are inclined to think, 
that the truth does not lie at any very 
unfathomable depth ; that a f]pw simple 
principles, applied to the obvious facts 
of the case, may afford all the materials 
necessary for attaining an accurate 
‘ view of It. • 

One circumstalfice, whiclj appears 
tcT us to have materially impeded the 
adoption of any remedial measure as 
to these laws, is the loud call made by 
theiropponents for a total repeal. This 
is a step up^n which, in the present 
state of society^it seems impossible to 
venture; and, indeed, some doubts may 
exist to its absolute expediency. 
Perhaps, even, it may be questioned 
if there be'such a total absence of right 
is mifintained by modern politicians. 
•The casuists have decided, that the 
man who can by no other means ob- 
•tain food to keep him from starving, 
•is justified in seizing it by force ; may 
not this, then, constitute some sort of 
natural right ? May it not be too much 
to leave the bare existence of a great 
body of the community •dependent 
upon casual charity ? Wc are, indeed, 
very willing to believe, that the volun- 
tary charity of ‘Britons, should it be- 
come the sole dependence of the poor, 
would not be wanting-. Yet, it may 
be obseived, that Ireland and Italy, 
two countries in which no poor rates 
exist, Ve peculiarly remarked for the 
misery of the lf>wer orders, and for a 
system of extensive and degrading 
mendicity. Ev^n as to Scotland, while 
we are fully disposed to claim for it 
the praise of superior management, we 
^Btiil doubt whether the former entire 
excriiption from these burdens be not 
connected with peculiar circumstances 
in the state of society and occupancy. 
At the present moment, we know a 
parish, at the distance of only thirty 
rniles from Edinburgh, in which there 
«Jre not only no poor rates, but do 


paupers. The cause lies in the poverty 
of the district, which has prevented it 
from being reached by the modern 
agriculturalimprovementsandarrange-* 
ments. It is situated on that somewhat 
elevated and bleak table land, which 
fills the greater part of the spiice be- 
tween Edinburgh and Glasgow. The 
land is parcelled among small pro- 
prietors, and equally small tenants, 
both of whom cultivate with their own 
hands the spot which they inherit or 
rent. Both consider themselves as of 
a superior class to common labourers, 
and would think it a disgrace to allow 
their relations to become dependent 
upon public charity. In the whole 
presbytery of Einlithgow, of which 
this district forms part, assessments 
are known in one parish only, though 
this presbytery be situated in the close 
vicinity of the great cities of Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow, where poor rates 
have been long established. Even in 
those richer tracts, where estates and 
farms were on a much greater scale, 
the ki?idsf as they were called, were 
anciently on a different footing from 
mere hired servants. They considered 
themselves almost as bound to the 
glebe, or rather the glebe as bound 
to them, from which their ejectment 
would have been contrary to the usages 
and established principles of society* 
After a life spent in the place^ they 
expected, upon continuing to ren- 
der such services as their strength af- 
forded, to collect a subsistence, in some 
shape or other, from the soil which 
they had spent their lives in cultiva- 
ting. At present, in all these districts, 
the farmer is a merchant, with a large 
capital invested in his employment, 
who turns every part of his produce ta 
account, exacts work for whatever ia 
paid, and whenever a servant can no 
longer perform his usual functions, 
turns him off, and hires another. Thus, 
in the low country of Scotland, the 
agricultural labourers have generally 
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been reduced to the same precarious 
and dependent situation as those in the 
large towns and manufacturing dis- 
tricts. From these causes^we conceive, 
and not from a mere error of manage- 
ment, have arisen the assessments which 
have btcome so general over the low 
country of Scotland. Their growth, 
indeed, has been observed to take place 
remarkably on the English border, and 
has been naturally ascribed to the con- 
tagion of this vicinity. The remark, 
however, applies almost solely to the 
rich and highly improved ..gricultural 
districts of the east border. The moun- 
tainous border on the west, where old 
habits still continue, has exhibited 
little change. In general, the Scotch 
assessments have not yet arisen to any 
very serious or alarming height ; nor 
are we inclined to chare the dread so 
generally entertained of their indefinite 
and ruinous extension, provided care 
be taken to avoid those palpable er- 
rors which have rooted themselves in 
the English system. 

The law upon which the present 
system of poor rates has been founded, 
is the 43d of Elizabeth, which enacts, 
that the churchwardens, or over- 
seers, shall take order from time to 
time, (with the consent of two or 
more justices,) for setting to work the 
children of all whose parents shall not 
be thought able to keep and maintain 
their children ; and also for setting to 
work all such persons, married or un- 
married, having no means to maintain 
them, and use no ordinary or daily 
trade of life to get their living by; and 
also to raise by taxation, &c. a con- 
venient stock of flax, 8cc. to set the 
poor on work.'' This natural, hu- 
mane, and seemingly so reasonable en- 
actment, has been the source of all tne 
evils with which England has been 

inundated* 

Hoc fonte derivata cladcs 
In patnam, populunique fluxit. 


The frSmers of this act knew not 
that there is in every society only a 
limited quantity of work to be had, 
which cannot be increased at pleasure ; 
that the overseers and churchwarden:* 
are not at all likely to be the best per- 
sons for finding out, superintending, 
and directing this work, and for dis- 
posing of its fruits to the best advan- 
tage ; and that whatever they do ob- 
tain for those under their charge must 
be taken from others who perhaps 
stand equally in need of it. The con- 
sequence has been, that since they 
could not give work, th** laws held 
them bound to give the^ages of work j 
effective claims for relief have been ad- 
vanced not only by the aged and in- 
firm, but by those who, from their 
own misconduct, perhaps, found diffi- 
culty in obtaining employment, as well 
as from those who had more than a 
very small number of children ; in short, 
there remained scarcely any barrier to 
prevent the whole labouring population 
from coming upon the funds appropri- 
ated to charity. 

• A view of the errors in the English 
system, as jfrising out of the great fun. 
damental one now stated, may, per- 
haps, aHbrd the best clue to the dis- 
covery of a remedial process. These 
errors appear to be, 1. The too liberal 
scale of allowance. 2. The extension 
of relief to the labouring poor. 3. The 
confinement in workhouses. 

1. In defending the expediency of 
some legislative provision for the poor, 
we conceive it to be indisputable, that 
this ought to be confined to what the 
French call the physiejue necessaire , — 
to that which is strictly necessary for 
the support of life. In laying down 
this principle, we should be sorry to 
be* understood as asserting that no 
more ought in any case to be given. 
The generosity of the opulent and 
charitable may often be laudably em- 
ployed, not in preserving the existence 
merely, but in bestowing comfort on 
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the declining years of a deserving ob- 
ject, who is attached to them, perhaps, 
by some peculiar ties. But this is the 
sphere of private charity, <0 whose 
discriminating and tender ca^e it ought 
40 be exclusively consigned. The 
simple preservation of life is all that 
comes within the cogftizance of the 
national bounty. Thus, while the law 
'secured all against the extremity of 
w^ipt, it would still leave tnat scope 
wliich is so desirable to the operations 
of private beneficence. In Scotland, 
the pauper considers himself amply 
provided for,if he obtains oatmeal suf- 
ficient to satisfy the cravings of appe.. 
tite, with, perhaps, the seasoning of a 
few vegetables. According to the re- 
ort of the Edinburgh Charity Work- 
ouse for 1816-17, the expence of 
each individual in the house was only 
X**6, 6s.* of which not quite L.3 was 
for food. Now, in England, 5s. a* week, 
-or L.13 a-year, appears to be the es- 


tablished allowance for an individual. 
There are instances in and round the 
metropolis, where this sum rises so high 
as 78. Where the expence incurred for 
bread is mentioned, it appears to be 
only about a fourth of the whole ; 
whereas we should conceive ^hat it 
ought to be about a half ; but mutton, 
cheese, and suet pudding are mention- 
ed as established articles in the diet of 
a poor-house. It cannot be denied 
that the English labourer is accus- 
tomed to a more generous diet than 
the inhabitant of Scotland ; to put 
him upon porridge and oat cake is 
what we should not propose; but, 
surely, sound wheaten bread, with a 
very moderate portion of the cheapest 
wholesome condiment, is sufficient to 
maintain in health any person who has 
no hard labour to undergo. If any one 
who has a kindness for the suffering 
individual chuses to give more — well ; 
but this is the utmost length, we con- 


♦ As there is a statement in the report itself calculated to convey a different im- 
pression, which has in fact generally gone abroad, we shall give the particulars ; — 


Maintenance £2,578 19 11 

Clotliing, bedding, and furniture 96912 OJ 

Washing, lighting, and coals 555 17 24 

Petty household charges 260 14 74 

Interest of money 139 12 5 

Household fees and salaries 587 5 0 

Buildings, repairs, and funerals 41514 44 

Mr Wilson, Kirk Treasurer, 75 0 0 


£5,582 15 7 

Pension^ to families, &c 1,770 6 0 

House cnildrcn at nurse 264 13 0 

Temporary supplies 11830 


£7,735 17 7 

It is then stated that 884 have, during this year, resided in the house ; that 83 
childrf^n have been paid for at nurse ; and 4^14 families and individuals regularly 
supplied, (out of the house.) Hereupon the respectable manager, committing an 
error against himself, divides the sum total by 884, and gives the result, seven jxtunds, 
Jifleen shillings, as the average cxpence of those maintained (in the house,) never re- 
flecting that the sums given out to families can with no propriety be added to the 
expence of those within. This last amount terminates with thd total we have made 
after Mr Wilson's salary, which, divided by 884, gives the rate stated in the text, 
being the real average of those maintained in the house. 
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ceive, that the public ought to go ; 
and the attempt can with no propriety 
be made to maintain, in the same com- 
fortable manner, the pauper, and him 
who supports himself upon the fruits 
of his own industry. 

2. The second, and still more fatal 
error, which has taken root in the 
English system, is that of affording- 
regular parochial aid to the labourer, 
even while able to work, and in full 
employment. It seems to be consi- 
dered there, that a man, earning only 
12s. a-week, is unable to support a 
family, even of moderate size, but 
must come more or less upon the pa- 
rish. This is the most alarming part 
of the case, since it leaves scarcely any 
barrier against the whole population 
of the kingdom falling into a depen- 
dence upon the poor’s funds. In Scot- 
land, there does not exist even the idea 
of a man able to work, and having 
work, applying for parochial relief. 
If his family be large, he must, no 
doubt, be in penury, and, almost as in 
the case of the pauper, must be re- 
duced to the simplest necessaries of 
life. 'J'his is an evil, but it is consi- 
dered as one which the order of nature 
inevitably imposes, and for which it 
were vain to seek a remedy. Mean- 
time, it may be observed that a large 
family can seldom be long thrown en- 
tirely upon the hands of the parents. 
At a very early period, they become 
fit for some little employment, either 
in the fields, or in manufactures ; and 
the well disposed are anxious, if pos- 
sible, to employ the members of such 
a family. These observations do not, 
of course, apply to the case of the de- 
clining strength of the labourer. When 
his earnings are reduced by growuffg 
infirmity, a supply must be provided, 
carefully modified according to the 
capacity for labour which he still re- 
tains. 

We have considered the case of the 
employed labourer; but it may hap- 


pen that, retaining his full capacity 
for labour, he may find no one able or 
willing to pay him the wagjs of it. 
In the ordinary state of society, this 
can scarcely happen without some very 
decided misconduct ; but there are oc- 
casions, of late unfortunately too fre- 
quent, when ‘a large body of the la- 
bouring community are reduced to this 
lamentable situatior*^. Certainly then, 
abstractly speaking, they appear pla- 
ced on the same footing, and to have 
the same claims, with the infirm pauper. 
At the same time, it would be infinite- 
ly desirable that this temporary distress 
should be provided for by temporary 
and voluntary means. These would 
not break, in the same degree, the spi- 
rit of independence ; and they are usu- 
ally administered with a more strict 
and active care than the p**mancnt 
funds. The habit of the labourer ap- 
plying to the parish, when out of work, 
opens a wide field for abuse, rendering 
even the having employment, or not, a 
matter of indifference to him. Sub- 
scriptions to relieve these masses of un- 
employed labourers have not in Eng- 
land been superseded even by the poor 
laws ; in Scotland they have been so 
extensive, as almost wholly to prevent 
any pressure on the ordinary funds. 
It is laudable, in the distribution of 
the sums thus raised, to exact work of 
some kind or other. The plan sug- 
gested of digging a hole in the earth 
and filling it up again, is doubtless 
better than nothing ; but greater praise 
seems due to the system adopted in the 
great cities of Scot! ‘ud, of employing 
the labourers so relieved to make con- 
venient roads and ornamental walks in 
their vicinity. 

3. The next error, as appears to us, 
in the English system, is the plan of 
shutting up the poor in workhouses. 
We are aware, that in regarding this 
as a source of evil, we run counter to 
the report of the committee, and to 
the opinion of the greater part of those 
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who have the management of the 
English poor. Among them the opi- 
nion is prevalent, that the work-house 
system alone saves England from total 
perdition. The dread of thjs species 
of imprisonment is said to be the sole 
motive which prevents almost the 
whole population from titrowing them- 
‘•selves upon the funds destined to cha- 
rity. Upon this‘^iew of tl^ subject 
we jnay first observe, that this very 
refuctance implies the severe hardship 
and almost.inhumanity of the measure. 
Severe, indeed, is the lot of the parent, 
who, in his, declining years, is torn 
from the bosom of his family, his kin- 
dred, and from the society of alf those 
who respect and revere him. Cut off 
from all the sacred charities of life, 
he is thrust like refuse into a neglected 
corner, to close his days among beings 
|vith whom he has no natural sympa- 
thy. Surrounded by his friends, the 
old man feels, as it were, a second life, 
in witnessing the hope and activity of 
youth among those whom he loves ; 
while, within the walls of an hospital, 
every: thing bears the stamp of that 
wretchedness and decay, which he feels 
within himself. This system appears, 
moreover, calculated to unhinge the 
moral relations between the different 
portions of a family. The aged mem- 
bers, besides the advice which they 
are qualified to bestovv, serve, by their 
mere presence, as a mild and constant 
check upon the irregularities of youth ; 
to which we may add, that the pre- 
sence of the young, to whom they 
ought to set an Example, operates as 
a secret check upon themselves. The 
. grandmother [granme) and the auntie 
form integral and constituent members 
in the family of a Scottish peasant ; 
and though their tempers may be 
sometimes discomposed, this does not 
disturb the mingled respect and af- 
fection with which they are viewed by 
its youthful members. Round the 
evening fir®, the tales of their youth 


are eagerly listened to, and convey, in 
the most impressive manner, the les- 
sons which a long life has taught. 
Perhaps they relate tales and tradi- 
tions, which hold an important place 
in the history of their country ; and, 
upon the whole, we incline to Ihink, 
that this habitual infusion of the mind 
of age into the mind of youth, has had 
no small effect in producing that su- 
perior intellectual character which is 
allowed to distinguish the Scottish 
peasantry. 

Admitting all this, however, it may 
be still asserted, that the discontinu- 
ance of the workhouse system would 
lead to a material addition of expence, 
in which it is absolutely impossible for 
England to involve herself. This is a 
point of view in which it is certainly 
incumbent on us to consider the sub- 
ject. We cannot forbear premising 
the broad fact, that the English ma- 
nagement, which proceeds upon tke 
w'orkhouse system, is the most expen- 
sive, and the Scotch, which does not, 
the most economical of any that is 
known. This surely affords a strong 
presumption in favour of the latter ; 
and a close inspection will soon enable 
us to discover distinct causes for the 
difference. The first disadvantage of 
the workhouse is the same which has 
produced the ruin of every chartered 
trading company, — that of a large 
establishment, managed by persons 
who have no personal interest in keep- 
ing down its expenditure. Allowing 
the most perfect integrity, the absence 
of all disposition to abuse and extra- 
vagance^ nothing, it appears, can com- 
pensate the economy prompted by the 
continual action of personal interest. 
The same cause renders nugatory any 
woilc which may be done in these re- 
ceptacles, in which neither the per- 
formers, nor the procurers, nor the 
disposers, have any concern of their 
own. But there is another circum- 
stance, to which we would attach the 
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greatest importance of all. It is only 
out of the workhouse that humanity 
could permit that strict limitation to 
the necessaries of life, which ought to 
be the principle of a legislative pro- 
vision. The sweets of liberty and so- 
ciety ikould compensate for many pri- 
vations which, deprived of them, must 
appear intolerable. Thus, too, room 
is afforded for those supplemental aids 
which private kindness can bestow. 
Probably the pauper may have rela- 
tions who, on receiving the pittance of 
the parish, would be willing to share 
with him all their comforts. He may 
have richer neighbours, with whom he 
has been variously connected, who may 
remember him from infancy, and have 
their hearts bound to him by many 
tender recollections. Thus variously 
a meritorious and well approved indi- 
vidual, if he be furnished with a bare 
subsistence, will usually pick up such 
additions, as may render life comfort- 
able. But when thrust into the work- 
house, severed from every human 
sympathy, and immured within those 
gloomy walls, as in a living tomb, it 
seems cruel, after withdrawing him 
from all the other enjoyments of life, 
and all means of further aid, to with- 
hold a portion of those comforts for 
which habit has created a demand. 

It may be objected, indeed, that 
the difficulty of inspection, and the 
liability to abuse and imposture, under 
a different system, will be so great as 
to counteract all its other advantages. 
We do not, however, believe that this 
difficulty is so great as it is usually re- 
presented, or that, without very gross 
negligence, extensive abuses are likely 
to prevail. A strict system of inspec- 
tion and inquiry is alone wanted ; and 
we believe there is no insurmountable 
obstacle to its establishment. The 
lower ranks feel great sympathy with 
each others sufferings ; but they che- 
rish also great indignation against im- 
posture and false pretences, and are 


by no' means disinclined to communi- 
cate any unfavourable observations 
of this nature. In a village, ^he cha- 
racter and wants of each individual 
are matters of pretty general notoriety, 
and, even in towns, a little inquiry ar 
the neighbours will generally furnish 
the requisite Information. Scotland, 
indeed, possesses peculiar advantages 
in a body of elders, a class of persons 
who are considered as forming consti- 
tuent members of the church, and 
send deputies to her ecclesiastical 
courts. The office is thus attended 
with a degree of consideration, which 
renders it easy to fill it respectably. 
Its permanence gives it another de- 
cided advantage over that of the Eng- 
lish church warden. Our knowledge 
of the English ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion is not such as to make us good 
judges of what would be the best 
substitute there ; but the proposal 
made by the committee of forming 
select vestries, is one of which we 
should be inclined to think favour- 
ably. Probably, however, in every 
case of large towns, benefit would be 
derived from the employment of a 
salaried and responsible officer, whose 
operations might still be checked and 
superintended by a ' moje numerous 
body, acting gratuitously, but inte- 
rested in reducing the contributions 
to the lowest possible amount. If 
such a system were steadily pursued, 
we should not be believers 'in that 
mysterious and indefinite increase, 
which many writers represent as in- 
separable from the Continuance of a 
system of poor laws. If a plan of 
strict investigation were set on foot, 
carried on or superintended by those 
who contribute the funds, it does not 
appear why the check should be ma- 
terially less efficient than in the case 
of a voluntary subscription. 

If the views now given be well 
founded, the remedial processes by 
which the pressure of this great bur- 
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den may be rendered moderate, will 
appear sufficiently obvious. Giving 
up any idea of an entire abolition of a 
national provision for the poor, which 
would at least be impracticable, the 
objects would be, to reduce tile allow- 
aTices made to the strict necessaries of 
life — to confine tlu in tojihe aged and 
jnfirrn poor, unable to procure sub- 
sistence by their labour — and to 

distribute them in small pensions, in- 
stead of accumulating the objects of 
charity in overgrown workhouses. It 
- is easier, indeed, to make these gene- 
ral indications, than to point out the 
details of a plfln for carrying them into 
effect. Much must depend upoii tlie 
parishes themselves, with regard to all 
the improvements now mentioned, but 
more part njularly the third, the ii»tro- 
duction of which seems to depend al- 
together upon llicir exertions. Much 
benefit migiit arise if persoins of intel- 
ligence and influence in any particular 
parish would exert themseKes to in- 
troduce a better system, winch might 
then serve as a model ro others. 15ut 
though tlie legislature could perhaps 
do ht\le directly towards the intro- 
<Iutftion of a better and more limited 
system, its aid is indisptmsable m re- 
moving certain invincible obstacles 
which at present oppose it. As the 
law stands, if the pauper is dissatisfied, 
an appeal lies to the jxistices, who fix 
the amount according to the extended 
, scale which long usage has established. 
It would be most desirable, if this ap- 
peal to the justices could be done 
away ; but if tiiis^aniiot be done with- 
out removing entirely the character of 
a legal provision, still the pre^osed li- 
'initatir)ns cannot possibly yf carried 
into effect, unless the power of the jus- 
tices be modified and limited accord- 
ingly. It would, therefore, be requisite 
to fix a maximum, which was not to 
be exceeded in the case even of those 
vv ho were to depend entirely upon 
v-liarjly ; while deductions were to be 
^ \ f>J.. A . I‘ N II I . 1. 


made from it proportioned to the de- 
gree of labour which the individual 
appeared capable of performing, A 
rate of this kind, fixed upon the sup- 
posed lowest amount necessary to pre- 
serve life, must, we suspect, be made 
with some reference to the pric^JS of 
grain. Mr Malthus objects to this as 
tending to prevent that diminished 
consumption which is the necessary 
palliative of a scarcity ; but this dimi- 
nution must presuppose some previous 
superfluity, and can scarcely have place 
when the allowance made is understood 
to be the very least possible. In pur- 
suance of this same system, the justices 
would no longer be authorized to as- 
sign allowances to such of the labour- 
ing poor as still retained their full ca- 
pacity for labour. It were most de- 
sirable to limit to the utmost this 
power of the justices, and to take 
away, if possible, all temptation to re- 
sort to them. For this purpose, the 
allowance which tliey were authorized 
to order might be made somewhat less 
than a vestry of common humanity 
would be disposed to give. It lias been 
alleged, indeed, that a claim for the 
continuance of the present system 
exists on the part of the actual incum- 
bents, and even of all those who have 
entered into matrimonial engagements 
under the faith of having their family 
partly provided for by the poor laws. 
It does not well appear how this claim 
can be admitted. The mere law esta- 
blishing poor rates cannot consti- 
tute any permanent right on the part 
of the poor. It is not a boon given 
to them ; it is a mere resolution form- 
ed by the society, through its repre- 
sentatives, to give such an amount in 
charity. This donation it has a right 
at apy time to recal, in the same man- 
ner as a private individual has a right 
to rccal those which it has given to 
particular objects of charity. As well 
might it be argued, that a man who, 
when married, paid only a certain 
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amount of taxes, ought not, during 
the rest of his life, to have any more 
imposed upon him. What regard has 
been paid to such a right, the expe- 
rience of every British subject will 
wofully demonstrate. No doubt this 
right* of withdrawing what has been 
once given ought to be exercised with 
tenderness and consideration. We 
should not even object to the full ad- 
mission of the claims above- stated, 
were we not convinced that they would 
give rise to investigations so complica- 
ted, and distinctions so,, invidious, as 
M'ould wholly baffle the measure in- 
tended. If, then, it is to be done at 
all, it must be done at once, at least it 
must be done without any respect or 
distinction of persons. The change, 
if it is thought eligible, may be made 
by gradual steps ; but each step must 
be general. Any attempt to make it 
otherwise would lead, we repeat it, 
into inextricable difficulties, and would 
probably end in the final defeat of the 
whole scheme. 

The subject of the poor laws was 
Introduced into the Commoiifi by Mr 
Curwen on the 21st February. This 
gentleman, in a clear and argamen- 
tative speech, took a comprehensive 
view of the poor laws, in their ori- 
gin, progress, and present oppres- 
sive magnitude. These great evils 
w’cre increasing, and would increase 
much more, unless some remedy were 
applied. We had, it was to be recol- 
lected, from an agricultural, become a 
commercial country. In 177(3, the 
poor rates were stated at a million and 
a half ; now, in the course of forty 
years, they might be taken altogether 
at eight millions and a half. This 
monstrous sum must excite the deep- 
est regret, but it was not merely the 
amount that was to be deplored ; the 
■sum of happiness and consolation was 
not increased by it. ; but, on the con- 
tiary, there was an augmentation of 
human misery. He was well aware 


that the amount was so great, that it 
was impossible to cut it down at once. 
We had, in the course of years, in fact, 
taken away the care of the people frc.m 
themselves ; and the result of this con- 
duct unfortunately was, that they re- 
garded the present time as every thing, 
and the future as nothing. It was 
now our interest and our duty to en- . 
deavour to rescue them from this con- 
dition, a^ld to revive and elevate their 
minds by the operation of some other 
principle. If we did not, we should 
lend ourselves to the destruction of 
their industry, their virtue, and their 
happiness. A foreigner must look 
with ' astonishment at the enormous 
sum raised for the relief of the poor. 
Few foreign sovereigns had so great a 
revenue for all the purposes of their 
government. He could mal^e his ap- 
peal to those gentlemen who were ma- 
gistrates, to say, whether the poor 
were at present happy, contented, and 
grateful ? No, they must answer, they 
were unhappy, dissatisfied, and un- 
grateful to those who afforded them 
temporary relief, without real com- 
fort. They looked on every thing 
with a jaundiced eye and discontent 
of mind. Nothing, he was convinced, 
was so dangerous as pauperism ; yet 
were there no less than two millions of 
British subjects in that degraded con- 
dition. Could the House require a 
stronger stimulus than this afflicting 
consideration to impel them tf> the ap- 
plication of an instaQ.t remedy f After 
ages of iuconveniences had passed, the 
remedy could operite only by slow 
degrees, but still he must assume the 
possibil^ of its efficacy. It was not 
possiblelbr the legislature to prevent 
premature and imprudent marriages ; 
but it must be their object to inspire 
the poor with some foresight of the 
miseries that might come upon an off- 
spring unprovided for. The great ob- 
ject of a proper committee would be, 
to find means of shewing to the people 
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their own interest and advantage, in 
taking their happiness into their own 
hands. •He gave a melancholy picture 
of the demands in the shape of poor- 
rates in the West Riding •f York- 
trhire, where one farmer, occupying 
210 acres of land, w.as called upon to 
pay ’a guinea a-day, and in Sussex, 
* .Shropshire, and other counties, he 
mentioned assessm'ents at 1 8s«20s. 243. 
anii 203. and even higher. After sta- 
ting a number of laborious calcula- 
tions, to enforce and elucidate his ar- 
guments, he said that the plan of re- 
lief which l»e‘ contemplated was not 
entirely new ; as, in 1033, every inha- 
bitant of a parish was rated in propor- 
tion to his visible ability ; and, in 22d 
of in the parish of Clerken- 

well, rates were made according to the 
land tai^. In fact, it was a contradic- 
ikion of the divine law, to say that on- 
ly a particular description of persons 
were bound to relieve the poor. He 
thought that the burthen should be 
equalized ; and with this view he pro- 
posed that the interest of the funded 
and unfunded debt, which amounted 
to .32,000,000/. should be rated at a 
proportion amounting to 1,2.50,000/., 
that the India Company’s stock, which 
amounted to 6,000,000/. should be ra- 
ted at 600,000/ , that the South Sea 
Stock,amountingto 4, QOO, 000/. should 
be rated at 1.50,000/., and the Bank 
Stock at 1,200,000/., the whole 
amounting to 8,200,000/. This ag- 
gregate sum he^would apply to the 
relief of those parishes which were 
most oppressed by the poor rates and 
least able to discharge them. He did 
not mean that this plan of relief should 
b>j permanent, but that it should be 
applied to as an extraordinary remedy 
lor the present difficulties, and should 
be co-existent with them. The ho- 
nourable gentleman proceeded to pro- 
pose that the income of trade, which 
amounted to twenty millions, should 
rated at 10 per cent, thus producing 


about 1,600,000/., the whole amount- 
ing to 4,800,000/., and he rated the 
income upon labour, calculated at 150 
millions, at 2.^ per cent., thus produ- 
cing three millions and a quarter. The 
honourable member concluded, {jy mo- 
ving for a committee to inquire into 
the state of the poor laws. 

Lord Castlereagh was anxious to 
bestow the utmost possible attention 
on the subject. He admitted fully all 
the evils of the poor laws, and their in- 
jurious effects on the character of the 
inferior ranks. He thought that the 
lot of the lower orders in Ireland had 
been, to a certain extent, misrepre- 
sented, and their wretchedness very 
much exaggerated. The comfort in 
which they lived, when the sources 
from which it sprung were contem- 
plated, might be advantageously com- 
pared with that of the same classes in 
this country. Their food might be, in 
some instances, of a coarser kind, and 
they might have less the appearance 
of ease and art ; but they enjoyed 
health, and acquired strength from the 
food on which they lived, and the ex- 
ertions to which they were inured. 
You could trace in them a cheerful- 
ness of temper, and a dignity of cha- 
racter, which could not exist in a 
country where the qualities of the 
people were destroyed or broken down 
by dependence, and the degradation 
of applyingforindividualrelief. There, 
where there was no legal provision for 
the support of indigence, every one 
depended on himself, or on the kind- 
ness of his friends or neighbours; their 
independence constituted their enjoy- 
ments ; a general aspect of good hu- 
mour and happiness was observable ; 
indiYidual charity was awakened to 
relieve individual distress ; and gene- 
ral benevolence and self-esteem ren- 
dered their character respectable. It 
would be highly desirable if, as in 
Scotland, charitable relief could be 
distributed without being claimed as a 
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right, without breaking down the feel- 
ings of individual esteem, or affecting 
the habits of industry. The opposite 
system was, however, now the law and 
the practice of this country ; the feel- 
ing a^.d the conviction was general 
among the people, that tlicy could not 
suffer indigence without having a right 
to relief. This feeling was too general, 
and too deeply rooted, to be precipi- 
tately interfered with. Upon tfe ma- 
turest deliberation, he could not con- 
sent to shake a system that w^as so ge- 
nerally considered as foiirded in right 
as well as in law, especially at the pre- 
sent moment, when the poorer classes 
had established such a claim on the 
admiration and bcnevolerxe of the 
more affluent, by their patience, their 
fortitude, and resignation under those 
great sufferings and privations which 
arose out of the transition of the coun- 
try from one state of social exertion to 
another, and from which he hoped the 
charitable and humane contributions 
of individuals, coming in aid of the 
law, would find them rtdief, till a 
change of circumstances, which might 
soon be expected. (IJrar,liear!) How- 
ever desirable it might be to make 
some change in the poor laws, the pro- 
perty of the country could not at once 
escape from this burden. He conceived 
that the extent of the abuse was in a 
great measure owing to the bad admi- 
nistration of the law. There were pa- 
rishes where the law' was well adminis- 
tered ; but he w'as sure that he should 
be borne out by the experience of most 
members of the House, when he said, 
that in the general state of the coun- 
try, over the great mass of parishes, 
its administration was extremely lax 
and injudicious ; that it was carried 
into execution under the direction of 
incapable persons, persons who did not 
know how to act properly, but who 
wxre too active in what they conceived 
to be the line of their duty* or the ex- 
ercise of their powers. ( f/car, hear /) 


He might appeal to other members 
for a confirmation of the assertion ; 
but he need go no farther tlian the 
parish in which he himself sometimes 
resided, where the poor laws were ad- 
mini^itered by a woman. He agreed 
with Mr Curvven as to the propriety 
of distributing the rates over the dif- 
ferent descriptions of property, but 
conceived that great difficulties attend- 
ed tlic execution of such a plan, and 
could not hold out a hope of its being 
speedily realized. He gave his warm- 
est support to the motion for a com- 
mittee, and, if so fortunate as to be 
appoii-tcd one of its members, would 
lend it all the assistance in his power. 

The following committee was then 
appointed : — .r 

Mr Cur wen, Mr L. Keck, 

Lord Castlercagh, Mr Dickinson, 

Mr F. Lewis, J-.ord l^ascelles, 

Mr B. Bathurst, Sir J. Shaw, 

Mr Brand, Lord Stanley, 

Mr G. Rose, Mr Robinson, 

Sir F. Baring, Mr D. Gilbert, 

Mr Huskisson, ]\Ir Holford, 

Mr Morton Pitt, Sir T. Ackland. 

On the 4th July Mr Bourne sub- 
mitted to the House the report of 
the committee. It is of great extent’, 
and evidently drawn up with great 
care and industry. They begin with 
pointing out manner in which the 
present system was originally establish- 
ed. While fully admitting the purity 
of the motives which prompted to it, 
they cannot forbear remarking, that 
it has had the effect pf abating those 
exertions on the part of the labouring 
classes, on w'hich their own welfare 
and happiness depend ; that it is per-' 
petually encouraging and increasing 
the misery it was designed to alleviate, 
creating at the same time an unlimit- 
ed demand on funds which it cannot 
augment. At the same time, the rest 
of the cummuriity, including the most 
industrious class, arc oppressed by the 
weight of these contributions, and arc 
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no longer able to afford the same em- 
ployment to the labourer. Hence 
wages ate lowered, and the system is 
foftnd to produce the very necessity 
which it was intended to relieve. It 
appears, that though complaints were 
long made of the increasing burden 
- of the poor laws, no a&ount of the 
’actual expenditure was taken till the 
year 1776. It Amounted ^hen to 
J^.l.,720,316\ of which L.l, 556,804* 
was expended on the poor. In 1815, 
the sum raised was L.7,068,999, and 
the evidence shewed, that the amount 
had, since that’ time, greatly increased. 
Of this, only L.5, 072, 028 was e3q)end- 
e<l on the poor, the rest being con- 
sumed in church rates, county rates, 
higi‘i.v^§^ and militia. 

Urgent application had been made 
fo^ a mt)rc equal distribution of the 
burden. The original intention of the 
act appears clearly to have been, to im- 
pose it upon every species of property; 
but the extreme difficulty of ascertain- 
ing the amount of any other except 
land and houses, has caused it, in the 
end, to fall exclusively on them. The 
funds seem the only one free from this 
difficulty ; but the proposed attach- 
itient of them appears, in several re- 
spects, a breach of the national faith; 
besides that it would create a large 
class of contributors^ who have no 
local concern in the system, and no 
means of controuling its expenditure. 
For th& same reason, the committee 
justly. reject any^roposal of providing 
for the poor out of the public and na- 
tional funds. A considerable loss ap- 
pears to be sustained in large towns, 
• Irom the impossibility of levying the 
rate from poor and shifting tenants, 
which they suppose might be obviated 
by levying the assessment on the land- 
lord. 

As a means of enforcing economy, 
the committee suggest the plan, which 
bas been adopted in a number of in- 
Btaiiccs, of fixing the rate at a certain 


amount, which it was at no future time 
to exceed. We suspect that this is ra- 
ther a coarse and uiidistinguishing re- 
medy, making no provision for the 
actual preservation of the poor from 
starvation, and operating, besides, in a 
very unequal manner, according as 
time may change the circumstances and 
population of a parish. Another pro- 
position, the expediency of which 
seems to us very dubious, is, that in- 
stead of an allowance being made to 
the parents according to the number 
of children, •the children themselves 
should be educated and employed by 
the parish. As this proposition was 
recently submitted to parliament, an 
opportunity of estimating it will after- 
wards arise. As to adults, the com- 
mittee justly point out the impossibi- 
lity of furnishing them, according to 
the terms of the statute, with work, 
indefinitively as wanted. They seem 
to think, however, that, to a limited 
extent, it may be advantageously given, 
and even mention with some approba- 
tion the plan of parochial farms. To 
us it does not appear, if the giving of 
work be adopted at all, what limita- 
tions can be put to it, or how it can, in 
any case, be refused. The only thing, 
perhaps, that could be done with ad- 
vantage, is to assist the infirm poor in 
obtaining such work as their impaired 
strength might render them qualified 
to perform. The committee bestow a 
sanction on the advantage and neces- 
sity of workhouses, which, for rea- 
sons already stated, we feel little in- 
clined to concur in. They proceed to 
observe, with truth, that discrimina- 
tion, as to the degree and objects of 
the bounty, has been the quality 
chiefly wanting, and in which the su- 
periority of Scotland has chiefly mani- 
fested itself. As Fngland does not 
possess the useful and respectable body 
of elders, an institution peculiar to 
presbytery, they suggest the formation 
of select vestries, and, in large towns, 
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the employment of a salaried and re- 
sponsible officer. 

The committee conclude with some 
observations on the law of settlement* 
which has been the source of much 
hardship to the English people. Since 
the reign of Charles II. a settlement 
entitling to poor rates could be gained 
by a residence of forty days ; but in 
order that parishes might not be bur- 
dened with paupers, from whose la- 
bour they had not profited, the over- 
seers were empowered to remove all 
new-comers who did not' rent a house 
of L.IO value. The labouring poor 
were thus tyrannically prevented from 
settling themselves in the places where 
they could employ themselves most 
advantageously, and obtain the best 
wages. Dr Smith was the first who 
pointed out the enormity of this grie- 
vance, and expressed a just astonish- 
ment that a nation so jealous of liberty 
as the English, should have tamely 
submitted to it during so many ages. 
At length, in 1795, the chains were 
broken by an act, which declared, that 
poor persons should not be removed 
till they became actually chargeable. 
The complicated nature, however, of 
the enactments, and the various con- 
trivances used to obtain or obstruct a 
settlement, gave rise to most ruinous 
litigation, the cxpence of which, in 
1815, amounted to L.287,0(X). With 
a view to obviate this, the committee 
very judiciously propose, that a resi- 
dence of three years, without obtain- 
ing any aid from the poor rates, should 
create a settlement. This has been 
long the established regulation in Scot- 
land, where it has been found to an- 
swer well, and has never been pro- 
ductive of any vserious litigation. 

Mr Bourne, in bringing up this re- 
port, said, that if by any alteration on 
the system of the poor laws any relief 
could have been given to the pressing 
wants that were so generally felt, the 
committee would not have been want- 


ing in proposing alterations ; but that, 
finding that it was not an alteration, 
but a total change tbat was required, 
they delayed making any report to the 
House till they could lay before them 
the character, effect, and tendency of 
the whole system. The committee 
hoped, however, that much good would 
be effected by the report now laid on 
the tabic;, After this view of the sub- 
ject should have been exposed for se- 
veral months, some ultimate object 
could be more effectually attained. If 
the season should be genial, and the 
harvest abundant, the country would 
be betJter prepared for such a measure. 
Members would have an opportunity, 
in the meantime, of correcting errors, 
and of confirming such partSc^'f *.he 
report as should be supported by the 
state of the country. 

Mr Calcraft thought the conduct qf 
the committee might be prudent, but 
it had very much disappointed the ex- 
pectation of the country. If any one 
thing excited expectation more than 
another, at the commencement of the 
session, it was the prospect of altera- 
tion of the poor laws. While the 
distress was unparalleled, it was very 
naturally expected, that some allevia- 
tion, or at least some suggestion of 
relief, should come from this com- 
mittee. 

Lord Castlereagh conceived that it 
would have been unwise in the com- 
mittee to have recommended any prac- 
tical measure till the whole subject was 
investigated. The report itself would 
prove that any tuch attempt would 
have been very unwise. The labour 
of the committee had been extraordi - 
nary ; in every week they met thre e 
days, and generally their meetings wer e 
from day to day. They had carrie d 
their investigation into every branc h 
connected with the subject of their in - 
quiry. Great as was the difficulty of 
the iiieasure, he did not despair but 
parliament could make some effectual 
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progress towards the mitigating, if not 
removing altogether the evils that were 
8p generally complained of in the pre- 
sent system. 

The subject of the poof laws was 
not taken up by the House of Lords 
so early in the session^ On the 9th 
May, however, Lord Liverpool moved 
.for a committee ^f inquiry, which was 
upanimously voted, thouglf time did 
not admit of its report being produced 
during the present session. 

From the measures taken on the 
subject of the poor laws, we proceed to 
those whiclf had reference to the ge- 
neral distress in which the public were 
Involved. On the 13th, Mr Brougham 
brought forward a motion upon this 
8ul5jeO!». The session, he observed, 
had hitherto passed without doing any 
thing fo relieve the country ; efforts 
•had been adopted to stifle the voice of 
the people, at least to preserve the 
* public peace ; but nothing had been 
done to examine into the causes of dis- 
content, That there was a great al- 
teration in our commercial circum- 
stailces all would admit, and he feared 
it was greater than many imagined. 
The petitions which had been present- 
ed to that House proved the great fall- 
ing off in trade, and the returns of ex- 
ports and imports confirmed the fact. 
According to these returns there were 
.5000 fewer vessels engaged last year 
than were engaged the year before. 
In I 860 and 181^2, in particular, there 
had.been nothing like the deficit and 
distress now kr^pwn in wages and work. 
In the clothing districts, out of 3360 
cloth-drcssers, one-third were wholly 
unemployed, and one-third were only 
.half employed. In the iron trade the 
distress was still greater. Birmingham 
was a fair example. Out of 30,000 souls 
there were 27,000 paupers. The work- 
men of that neighbourhood might be 
divided into four classes — miner^, gun- 
®/'*^il-hs, nail-makers, and artificers. The 
miners, who used to get two guineas a- 


week, now obtained not more than ten 
shillings — the gunsmiths (when em- 
ployed) received no more — the nailers 
were best off ; the employed artificers, 
however, got no more than one shilling 
a-day ! But although starving^ rather 
than living, on such miserable wages, 
a more loyal and peaceful population 
was not to be found. The ancient 
branch of trade, that of spinning, was 
in the most deplorable condition ; it 
had occupied about half a million of 
souls, and jihe wages had now come 
down to 4s. 3^d. per week, from which 
was to be deducted a fourth for the 
expence of cloth, &c. the whole b^ing 
piece-work, thus leaving little more 
than 3s. 3J:d. per week for the existence 
of so fearful an amount of the popula- 
tion ! Another proof of the extent of 
distress was the imme nse diminution of 
the consumption of all articles of lux- 
ury, as was proved by the excise and 
customs, and to such an extent had 
pauperism risen, that in many parishes 
the poor rates were equal to the rack- 
rents ; in one instance, on an estate of 
200 acres, the rates were twice the 
amount of the rent. I’he watch trade 
also had suffered greatly. In London 
3000 watchmakers were out of em- 
ploy. With respect to another branch 
of trade, there were 18,000 tailors out 
of work. The great use of machinery 
now adopted throughout the country 
had increased the difficulties ; for here- 
tofore, when machinery threw hands 
out of employ, there were other re- 
sources ; but now, when they were 
thrown out of bread by such means, 
no other resource was left. The land- 
holder and the agriculturist were alike 
embarrassed : in fact, the distress of the 
cquntry was of a general nature, occa- 
sioned by a long continuance of bad 
policy, and not by a transition from 
war to peace. J).l the end of former 
wars, the country had recovered in less 
than half the period that had elapsed 
since the last war. The honourable 
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and learned gentleman enumerated the 
deficiency in new taxes, or those which 
had been increased, and argued that 
the history of taxes on tea, coffee, and 
other articles, proved that diminution 
of the duties had led to an increase of 
revenue, because a greater consumption 
ensued when the tax was lowered. He 
asked how it happened, after the return 
of peace, that trade had not revived ? 
Where, in short, had we to look for 
commercial facilities ? With the allies, 
with whom we fought an^ for whom 
we bled, not one custom-house regula- 
tion had been made in our favour. In 
Russia, and along the frontier of Po- 
land, a contraband trade was allowed, 
to the injury of the fair profit formerly 
derived by British merchants. In 
Prussia, Austria, and Spain, we had 
no sort of commercial interest. With 
respect to Spain, the conduct of that 
country appeared an instance of black 
ingratitude on theirpart,and imbecility 
on ours. After the beloved usurper 
came back, we abandoned the manly 
tone with which we supported the 
Cortes, and became the pander of that 
ruler, against the independent views of 
his colonial subjects. In return for 
such crimes we were punished, for al- 
most the first act of Ferdinand V Ilth's 
was a restriction upon our trade. He 
concluded with moving the following 
resolutions ; — 

1. That the trade and manufactures 
of the country are reduced to a state 
of such unexampled difficulty as de- 
mands the most serious attention of 
this House. 

2. That those difficulties are mate- 
rially increased by the system of policy 
pursued with respect to our foreign 
commerce ; and that a revision of this 
system ought forthwith to be under- 
taken by the House. 

3. That the continuance of those 
difficulties is in a great degree owing 
to the severe pressure of taxation under 
which the country labours, and which 


ought by every practicable means to be 
lightened. ^ 

4. That the system of foreign policy 
pursued by his majesty’s ministers has 
not been such as to obtain for the people^ 
of this country those commercial ad- 
vantages which the just influence of 
Great Britain in foreign courts fairly 
entitled them to expect. 

Mr Robinson was perfectly aware of 
thedistressed stateof themaTiufacturers 
of this country. It was owned that 
both our iron and woollen trade had 
suffered by the sudden transition from 
war to peace. The greatest year of 
expenditure was that of 1815; and yet, 
at that time, distress was by no means 
so overwhelming as at the preseri^ 
the resources kept pace with tiTeexpen- 
diture. When, however, the duration 
of the late war was taken into consi- 
deration, with the expcnce of that war, 
and the capital it had put in activity, 
it must be evident that these circum- 
stances made it different from all former 
wars. The unnatural prosperity which 
accompanied that march of war, and 
the tremendous revulsion that had fol- 
lowed it, ought to operate as warnings 
for future times*, and teach us the ne- 
cessity of labouring to preserve our 
restored peace. There was, in his 
opinion, no chance of placing our com- 
merce on the foo Jiig it was during the 
war, when, owing to the rich colonies 
we possessed, and our exclusive.trade, 
our exportation of c(j>lonial produce 
amounted to nearly eight millions. 
Nor ought it to be corcealed that the 
people of the continent had ingenuity, 
property and enterprize ; and if it re- 
mained at peace, as God grant it might, 
there was little doubt that the continent 
would be enabled to manufacture most 
of the articles they stood in need of. 
He moved as an amendment to the 
motion of the honourable and learned 
gentleman, that the House do pass to 
the other orders of the day. 

Mr Finay did not agree with those 
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who supposed the distress of the coun* 
try proceeded from a diminished de- 
mand for our manufactures. The evil 
lay in the low state of wages. This, 
he believed, was an evil experienced 
over all Europe, occasioned almost 
solely by the change froqj war to peace, 
. which sent back to their homes great 
numbers of men w^o had been engaged 
in .military pursuits. He ol^ected to 
the'rcsolutions ; but he wished to see 
some other way of dispodng of them 
resorted to' than that of passing to the 
order of the day. 

Lord CastFereagh admitted the exist- 
ence of the distress, but could *860 no 
ground for gloom and despondency. 
He was ‘not disposed to shade the dis- 
tress 6f«f-:he country, though it was 
most certain that the distress was fast 
•^^bating. Last year the House had 
heard a great deal of the distress of the 
agricultural interest, and more despon- 
dency had been felt than was now 
entertained on the subject of our com- 
merce. But that distress, as now 
appeared, had arisen from temporary 
causes, and the same would be the 
case as to the fears entertained for the 
*'v 4 uanufacturing interest.* The distress 
had arisen from a diminution of internal 
consumption, and was not to be imputed 
to the want of commercial treaties. 
The fact was, that tjiis country had 
made too many treaties. A commer- 
. cial treaty with this country was look- 
ed to with suspicion by the power that 
concladed it, and occasioned such a 
spirit of jealous)^ that was productive 
• of more harm than the treaty itself was 
of advantage. In the year 1816, the 
exports of British manufactures had 
amounted to 36,700,000/., a larger sum 


for any year, except the one immedi- 
ately preceding. The case was the 
same with respect to our woollen and 
linen manufactures. It should also be 
taken into the account, that there had 
been a great decrease of demand^n the 
home market. In the ordnance de- 
partment, when the demand had for- 
merly been two millions, it was now 
only L. 300, 000, and a sinr.il ar diminu* 
tion had taken place in the Commis- 
sariat, and in the other departments in 
the government. The exchange was 
now 6 or 7 per cent, in favour of this 
country, and was a proof that the de- 
mand for our manufactures on the con- 
tinent was increasing. 

Lord Cochrane contended, that the 
root of this distress arose from the ex- 
cess of taxation, and not from any tem- 
porary causes, or from any sudden re- 
turn from a state of war to a state of 
peace. 

Mr Alderman Atkins hoped the 
House would see the necessity of re- 
lieving commerce from the distresses 
and trammels under which it laboured. 
He thought the House should go into 
a committee, with a view to meet these 
evils ; and he was surprised that the 
honourable and learned gentleman had 
not proposed that measure. 

Mr Brougham replied, when the 
House divided — 

For going into the orders of 


the day 118 

For the resolutions 63 


Majority in favour of ministers 55 
Although ministers h:»d always 
frankly stated their opinion, that the 
general stagnation of industry and em- 
ployment was an evil which lay be- 
» they yet 


J II tuc ailUiu.iv J _ 

31 millions. In the case of the export 

of cotton goods in 1816, that had been sing money, at a Lime wtieu ....... 

L. 16, 300,000, which was more than was not capital, but the means of em- 
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ploying capital. On the 28th April 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer mo- 
ved that the whole House should re- 
solve itself into a committee, to con- 
sider the propriety of a grant of Ex- 
chequer bills, for the relief of the la- 
bouring classes of society. The first 
resolution that he proposed for the 
opinion of the committee was, “ That 
Exchequer bills, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding one million and a half, be ad- 
vanced to certain commissioners for 
Great Britain, to be distributed at 
their discretion towards the relief of 
the poor*8 rates, by the encourage- 
ment of industry, and employment of 
the poor in public works of utility 
and fisheries. Security for repayment 
to be taken from the poor’s rates of 
the districts to which such monies 
might be advanced.” Ireland was un- 
der circumstances somewhat different 
from those of the rest of the empire ; 
and he should therefore submit a se- 
cond resolution for their opinion. 
That the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
should issue the sum of L. 250,000, 
Irish currency, from the consolidated 
fund of that country, (repayable un- 
der certain securities,) for the em- 
ployment of the poor, in the encou- 
ragement of public works and fisher- 
ies.^’ On every former occasion of an 
advance made by government towards 
alleviating the distress of any commu- 
nity or district, the advance had been 
preceded by inquiries into the nature 
and extent of the distress prevailing, 
and of the relief required. Under pre- 
sent circumstances, unhappily, such 
proceedings were altogether unneces- 
sary, as the House was but too well 
acquainted with the nature and extent 
of the distress prevailing, by the nu- 
merous petitions that were lying upon 
the table, and by the labours of the 
committee of last session and the pre- 
sent. On other occasions, advances 
had been made towards the comple- 
tion of great public works, which 


were likely to prove of public benefit ; 
but the present proceeding was some- 
what different from any that had pre- 
ceded it ; for the commissioners were 
not only intrusted with the distribu- 
tion of money they were charged with, 
and the completion of public works^ 
but they were always to have under 
their consideration the effect which 
the workr, themselves would at this 
moment have on the labouring classes; 
their object, therefore, was of a com- 
plicated nature — the utility of the 
work, and the prospect of benefit to 
those employed. There were a variety 
of public works that had received the 
sanction of parliament, such as har- 
bours, canals, roads, and the like, that 
languished and stagnated the 

want of capital for their completion ; 
and applications were frequently maie 
to parliament by the promoters of such 
undertakings, for contributions out of 
the public money. Whatever aid par- 
liament might now be disposed to af- 
ford, w'as to be submitted to the dis- 
cretion of commissioners wholly un- 
connected with government ; the sums 
advanced were to be placed with thcip, 
and they would receive applications 
from corporations, or other bodies con- 
cerned in public works, such as roads^ 
canals, harbours, bridges, and the like; 
and as it might be thought advisable 
that this grant should not be confined 
merely to undertakings that had recei- 
ved a parliamentary sanction, the fish- 
eries might also be encouraged, and af- 
ftjrd ample employment to seamen who- 
are now destitute of any means of sup- 
port. At all events, much would be 
gained, if great works of utility or or- 
nament could be brought to a comple- 
tion, without loss to the public, of which 
the example of former grants, and the 
interest to be paid under a proper se- 
curity, afforded a reasonable hope. In 
Ireland, where there was not the same 
facility of lending money on govern- 
ment paper, and where great w^orks 
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were commonly effected at the public 
expence alone, it might be deemed more 
advisable* to place a sum in the hands 
of the lord lieutenant, and avoid the 
difficulties that would attend, a selec- 
tion of commissioners. With respect 
to the agricultural portions of the 
■comnsunity, he had never^hought that 
^ny assistance of this kind could avail 
to them. Their Aecessities jvere far 
greater than could be embraced by 
any relief of this sort, and their in- 
terest so widely extended, that it was 
hardly possible to conceive a case in 
which parliament could advance to 
their assistance. Indeed, he f^cied 
such an advance would only have the 
effect of .increasing their poor rates, 
by ***>*' them constitute a part of 
the wages of labour. On these ac- 
j;pUnt8, a»general relief of the agricul- 
tural distress did not form a part of 
the present plan, which he thought 
rvot likely to have any effect in in- 
creasing the poor rates. The amount 
to be granted to any district on the 
credit of these rates, was not to ex- 
ceed half the rate of the last year, and 
no advance was to be made until that 
rate doubled the amount of the ave- 
rage of the three preceding years ; 
but although he could not promise a 
general relief to the agricultural in- 
terests, he should have been sorry not 
to have laid before the House some 
measure which promised considerable 
' assistance to a portion of the poorer 
classes^ who are at this time depnved 
of employment. He then moved a 
^ resolution, that it was the opinion of 
the committee, that commissioners 
should be enabled to issue L.l ,500,000 
in Exchequer bills, under certain limi- 
tations, for the furtherance of public 
works of utility, the encouragement 
of the fisheries, and the employment 
of the poor, for a time to be limited, 
securities being given for the advances. 

Mr Ponsonby thought the right 
, honourable gentleman had made a ma- 


terial omission in the exposition of his 
measures, by not particularizing the 
mode for the repayment of the ad- 
vances. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, his view was, that the advances 
should be repayable in 1820 by instal- 
ments, to be settled by the commis- 
sioners according to the circumstances 
of the cases. In advances made for 
the promotion of useful public works, 
there might probably be a farther ex- 
tent of time allowed. He should pro- 
pose a clause*to meet such cases, giv. 
ing an extension of three years more. 
It was his intention that the rate of 
the exchequer bills should be as it now 
is. As to public works, the commis- 
sioners could not be called upon, ex- 
cept when they were of public utility, 
and when security was given by indi- 
viduals. That security was most like- 
ly to be found among the proprietors 
of such works or undertakings. 

Mr Phillips declared his inability to 
comprehend the nature of the security 
alluded to by the right honourable 
gentleman. Did the right honourable 
gentleman mean to confine the pro- 
posed loans to public works actually 
begun ? (“ No, no,'* from the trea- 

sury bench, “ they are to extend to 
works to be begun.*’) As these loans 
were to be granted for the construc- 
tion of public roads, how, he would 
ask, were the parochial rates to be re- 
lieved by pledging these rates to the 
persons who should become security 
for the repayment of these loans ? Such 
a plan would, in his opinion, rather 
tend to augment the rates, and to ag- 
gravate the evil so loudly complained 
of. Then as to manufactures, it was a 
delusion to conceive that this plan 
would afford any relief. For, to his 
knowledge, the manufacturing towns 
did not want capital to give employ, 
ment to labour, but a market for the 
sale of their productions. [Ilcar^ 
hear!) Again, as to the system of se. 
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curities proposed by the right honour- 
able gentleman, it was obyious that 
the establishment of such a system 
must interfere most injuriously with 
the transfer of property. For who 
could calculate that, under such a 
system, any property purchased might 
not most unexpectedly be swept away 
by an exchequer extent, or extent in 
aid? 

Lord Cochrane thought the money 
should be given to the people as a re- 
payment for what had been taken from 
them, and no securities required. We 
had been told from authority, that 
commerce would revive ; but had that 
been the case ? That revival was ob- 
viously impracticable. Our distress, 
he might almost say, was brought up- 
on us by a profligate expenditure. If 
they put a sponge on the w'hole pub- 
lic debt, and threw the books into the 
sea, the country would not be poorer. 

Mr Littleton said, the right honour- 
able gentleman had assumed certain 
facts which he did not think were te- 
nable. First, that the present distress 
was greatly owing to the want of ca- 
pital. He did not conceive that to be 
the case. It was rather a w^ant of the 


means of employing capital, and ren- 
dering it productive. And unless they 
could provide a market for the pro- 
duce of labour — unless they could re- 
vive the commerce of the country, he 
did not see how the issue of exchequer 
bills could be of any benefit, for they 
could not create resources. 

Mr Brougham was most willing to 
allow thi,« plan to produce all the good 
effects of which it was capable ; but 
he entertained very strong doubts of 
its efficacy. The poor w^ere to be em- 
ployed almost entirely in public works; 
but what prevents pubHci works from 
being.carried on at present ? Is it want 
of capital ? He was afraid it would be 
found to be solely want of demand. 
There was at present no wan^n^ r.«pi- 
tal in the country. There w'as no fear 
of exchequer process on the part of 
the borrowers. Private lenders were 
preferable to a public creditor. The 
only effect of the measure would be a 
facility of obtaining loans. It would 
throw L. 1,500, 000 into the market, 
and thus facilitate loans ; and this 
w’ould be its only eflect, its only be- 
nefit. 

The resolutions were then agreed to. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TREATMENT OF BUONAPARTE. 


%j^eral Observations. — Motion Lord Holland* — Explanation by Earl 

Bath u rst. — Motion negci t ived* 


l''^TPt*^'»ilfijum8tances, during the pre- 
sent year, excited a stronger interest 
than thc^ reports and representations 
Wansmitted from St Helena relative 
to the illustrious individual to whom 
that island had been assigned as a pri- 
son. There is something very remark- 
able in the estimate formed through- 
out this country of that extraordinary 
personage. There never, perhaps, was 
an individual, all whose views and con- 
^duct were so thoroughly those of a 
despot. He obliterated every vestige 
of that liberty on whose foundation he 
had risen ; ever)'^ thing in France, un- 
der him, was governed at the point of 
the bayonet; and in all the states over 
which he acquired influence, he de- 
manded and enforced the abolition even 
of the most moderate forms of popular 
suffrage. Yet inJ5ritain, each party, in 
proportion to the zeal avowed by them 
in the cause of liberty, has made him 
^heir favourite ; till, among the most 
i;iveteratc sticklers for popular rights, 
he is reverenced almost as an earthly 
divinity. Yet, glaring as is this in- 
consistency, it were probably unjust 
to charge them on that account with 
a want of sincerity in their political 
creed. It is diflic ult to estimate the 
vaiicd motives by which the human 


mind is guided in its passions and pre- 
dilections. Tne most operative, in 
the present instance, appears to us to 
have been the same which we know a 
witty old gentleman to have assigned 
as the cause of the love men of large 
property are observed to entertain for 
their grandsons — that of being the 
enemy of their enemy. The natural 
and irreconcileable enmity between 
the French emperor and the British 
ministry, formed a tie between him and 
the individuals in question, to which 
every other consideration was apt to 
appear as secondary. 

It must be confessed, that the ad- 
mirers of Napoleon had something to 
boast of in the dignified serenity and 
courtesy of his deportment, when re- 
ceived on board a British vessel, and in 
the first moments of so mighty a fall. 
We should scarcely, indeed, from a 
survey of his life, be justified in ascrib- 
ing it to a greatness of soul so high, as 
to render its possessor superior to all 
the^ vicissitudes of human fortune. It 
manifested, however, a very uncom- 
mon energy and self-command, not, 
indeed, unsupported by powerful mo- 
lives ; for Buonaparte, on the deck of 
the Northumberland, had the eyes of 
mankind as intensely fixed upon him 
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tect the governor against frivolous 
charges ; 'and, on the other hand, if 
any grave charge should be adduced, 
to insure relief sooner than would 
otherwise be possible, because it would 
not be necessary to send back to St 
Helen!a, to inquire into the truth of 
it, before steps could be taken to re- 
move the inconvenience complained of. 
In fact, no such application had been 
made to Sir Hudson Lowe, though it 
had to Sir George Cockburn. With 
regard to books, the fact was this : 
Soon after his arrival at^t Helena, 
he expressed a wish for some books 
to complete his library ; and a list was 
made out by General Buonaparte him- 
self, and transmitted to this country. 
This list was sent to an eminent French 
bookseller in this town, with orders 
to supply such of the hooks as he had, 
and to obtain the rest fi om (ithcr book- 
sellers. As several of the books were 
not to be obtained in London, the 
bookseller was desired to write to Pa- 
ris for them. He accordingly obtain- 
ed some of them from Paris, but others 
of them could not be obtained ; those 
whichcould not be procured were prin- 
cipally on military subjects. These 
books, to the amount (jf L.1300 or 
L.14W worth, (which the letter called 
a few books,) were sent, with an ex- 
planation of the circumstances which 
prevented the others from having been 
sent. This anxiety to attend to the 
wishes of the individual in question, was 
not at all taken, in the paper he had re- 
ferred to, as an excuse for the omission. 
A complaint connected with this was, 
that newspapers had been withheld. As 
to this, he should say, that if the noble 
mover thought that General Buona- 
parte should be furnished with all the 
journals he required, he (Earl B.) 
had a different sense of the course 
which it was proper for him to pur- 
sue ; and this opiliion was grounded 
on the knowledge, that attempts had 
been made, through the medium of 


newspapers, to hold communication 
with Napoleon. 

The next complaint was, tjiat he 
was not allowed to open a correspond!^ 
ence with a bookseller. Now this was 
not true, unless it meant that that cor- 
respondence could not be carried on but* 
under sealed letters ; for there was no 
reason for preventing that correspond- 
ence, unless it was oarried on in that 
particular 'manner. It was also said 
that he could not correspond even 
with his banker or agent. Now it was, 
in point of fact, open to him to enter 
upon any such correspondence under 
the restrictions he had menlioned ; and 
there was no reason why a letter to a 
banker should be sent sealed up. He* 
(Earl B.) did not deny, that, oh a coj;;- 
respondence between fricnds^nTlf^ ne- 
cessity of sending letters open was a 
most severe restriction, because it was ^ 
impossible toconsign to paper the warm* 
effusions of the heart, under the con- 
sciousness that it would be subject to ‘ 
the cold eye of an inspector. But this 
surely did not apply to a correspond- 
ence with a banker. Who had ever, 
heard of an affectionate draught on a 
banking-house, or a tender order for 
the sale of stock ? — As to the asser- 
tions that the letters had been opened 
by inferior officers ; or that, after ar- 
riving at St Helena, they had been 
sent back to BriLain before being de- 
livered, these were positive and direct 
falsehoods ; and, indjped, in the volu- 
minous papers which, had been trans- 
mitted from St Helena, nothing was 
more painfully disgusting than the ut- 
ter indifference to truth shewn th rough- 
out. With regard to personal liberty, 
Napoleon had been allowed at first,' 
during the day, a range of twelve 
miles unattended ; and even after he 
was found to abuse this liberty by tam- 
pering with the inhabitants, he was 
still allowed eight miles. Even after 
sunset he might walk in the garden, 
observed by a serjeant, but did not 
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chase to do 8o. When any vessel was 
on the island, or in sight, the gover- 
nor wa^directed to keep him confined 
within the boundary where sentinels 
were placed : but the execution of this 
yrder had been very liberal ; and stran- 
gers vrhom he was di^^posed to see were 
. allowed to visit him. K was not true 
%that all intercourse with the inhabi- 
tants was refused, •though he^had cho- 
sen^ to act as if it were. The original 
allbwance made by government for his 
establishment was L.8000 a-ycar, but 
on tiir H, Lowe's advice, it had been 
at once raist^d tO' L. 12000. This ap- 
peared sufficient, and if he wished for 
yiore. It ought to be drawn from his 
own funds, which he boasted of as am- 
pk* Jt had been complained, that his 
household establishment allowed only 
pile bottJe of wine a -day for each per- 
son. This did not appear to Lord B. 
so very poor an allowance — it was 
thought bya regimental mess sufficient 
both for their own use, and for enter- 
taining their friends. — The fact, how- 
ever, was this. There was an allow- 
ance of strong and of weak wine. The 
quantity of weak wine was 84 bottles 
in* the course of the fortnight ; but he 
should put that out of the question, 
and merely state the quantity of the 
other description of wine. Of that 
better sort of wine, there were no less 
than 266 bottles in one fortnight, ap- 
plicable wholly and entirely to Ciene- 
ral Buonaparte and his attendants. The 
particulars were-»-7,bottles of Constan- 
tia, (or 14? pint bottles,) 14? bottles of 
Chainpaigne, bottles of Via de 
Grave, 84? bottles of Teneriffe, and 


140 bottles of claret ; in all, 266 bot- 
tles. The number of persons connect- 
ed with General Buonaparte, exclu- 
ding those of tender age, amounted to 
nine, so that there was an allowance 
of nineteen bottles in one day for ten 
persons ; and, taking one da^ with 
another, the allowance might be con- 
sidered two bottles a-day for each 
grown person, which he was sure was 
as much as would satisfy the noble 
lord's wishes, either for himself, or 
for any person in whom he was inte- 
rested. Iniaddition to this quantity 
of wine, forty-two^J^ottles of porter 
were allowed every fortnight, being at 
the rate of three to each individual. 
Seeing no ground for the motion, he 
gave it his most decided opposition. 

The Marquis of Buckingham en- 
tertained no doubt as to the purity 
of the motives of his noble friend in 
bringing forward this motion ; but 
with the views which he entertained 
of the character of Napoleon Buona- 
parte, it appeared to him quite unne- 
cessary and injudicious. 

Lord Darnley was happy the mo- 
tion had been made, as it had afforded 
to the noble lord opposite the oppor- 
tunity of making the candid and able 
statement by which the allegations in 
question were certainly entirely re- 
futed, He thought his noble friend 
ought not to press the motion. 

Lord Holland, in reply, endeavour- 
ed to prove that there was still room 
for entertaining his motion, which, 
however, was negatived without a di- 
vision. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS. 


The Catholic Qmstion — in the Commons^in the Lords . — /SVr Francis Bur- 
dettes Motion for Parliamentary Reform. 


The two leading questions during 
this session, aiming at an important 
and permanent change in the constitu- 
tion, were those relating to the privi- 
leges of the Catholics, and to parlia- 
mentary reform. 

On the 10th May, the annual mo- 
tion relative to the Catholic question 
was made by Mr Grattan, who pro- 
posed a committee to endeavour a fi- 
nal and satisfactory adjustment of the 
existing differences. He expressed his 
sanguine hope that securities would 
now be afforded, calculated to afford 
satisfaction to all parties. The Ca- 
tholics had held a communication with 
the Pope, and if their claims continu- 
ed to be rejected, an entire separation 
from England was to be dreaded. He 
therefore moved the appointment of a 
committee, to take into its most se- 
rious consideration the laws affecting 
his Majesty’s Roman Catholic sub- 
jects, with a view that such a final and 
conciliatory adjustment may be made 
as may be conducive to the force and 
strength of the United Kingdom,* the 
stability of the Protestant Establish- 
ment, and the general satisfaction of 
all classes of his Majesty’s subjects. 

Mr Leslie Foster could not con- 
ceive upon what grounds the honour- 


able gentleman could ascribe *to the 
Catholics a peculiarly conciliatory dis- 
position at this moment. The House 
would have the goodness to recollect 
that in the last session two petitions 
had been presented to them from dif- 
ferent parties of Irish Catholics ; the 
one from the Catholic aristocracy, pro- 
fessing to accede to any securities 
which the House might please to re- 
quire ; the other, far more numerous- 
ly signed, by all the Catholic clergy, 
and declared to be expressive of the 
feeling of the whole Catholic popula- 
tion, expressing an unqualified opinion 
on the subject of the restrictions, 
branding the other petition as mis- 
chief, and denouncing with anathemas 
those who signed it as worse than 
Orangemen. The veto was now out 
of the question, and the, only security 
offered was domestic nomination. .The 
present mode of nominating a Catho- 
lic bishop was by a committee of the- 
other bishops, who recommended a 
successor to the Pope. This recom- 
mendation was uniformly attended to, 
at least there had never occurred above 
one or two instances in which any dif- 
ficulty was made. The committee, 
too, invariably recommended the co- 
adjutor, appointed by himself, of the 
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deceased bishop, 8o that in fact the 
Roman Catholic bishops appointed 
their ovm successors. He understood 
sofnething was to be done to take 
away this influence of the prarlecessor. 
This might be usef\il to the Catholic, 
but it was nothing to the Protestant; 
•the one was domestic ffhmination, as 
^•much as the other. The grand con- 
cession, therefore,* by whicl^the Ca- 
tholics were to remove every ground 
of distrust was, that matters should 
stand exactly as they were. He would 
proceed to inquire into tlie nature of 
that danger •\Vhich required restric- 
tions as a defence against it, was 
impossible for the Protestants in I»*c- 
land to view without apprchciision, a 
population of four millions, depend- 
ing for their education, habits, morals, 
[wihciplea^ and attachment to the G6- 
vfrnment of Great Biitain, on a nu- 
merous body of ecclesiastics, whom 
the fatal and mistaken policy of our 
uicestors had treated in such a man- 
ner, that it was inconsistent with hu- 
Tiairnature that that body should be 
)t‘hervvisc than alienated from that 
joverument. We might lament that 
A'hich was passed, but could not 
innul it. The Protestants had seen 
hat numerous body so lately pro- 
icribed, even for the discovery of any 
)f whom a reward ha^ been offered, 
vho were studiously rendered a sever- 
d order, nevertheless exercising more • 
)ower over the population and feel- 
ngs of, Ireland, tiTan the legislative or 
xeciitive authority had ever bf^n able 
o obtain. The f^rotestants had seen 
his order submitting to a small body 
d' bishops; and they had seen those 
Catholic bishops acting with an una- 
limity and a perseverance in further- 
nce of their common interest, unpar- 
lleled, except in the history of papal 
lome. The Protestants bad seen 
hese bishops assemble annually for 
he ostensible purpose of regulating a 
ollege of education, but not separat- 


ing until they had accomplished the 
more important object of communi- 
cating with each other on their gene- 
ral affairs. The Protestants had look- 
ed in vain for any friendly feelings as 
following upon the numerous conces- 
sions which had been made in the 
course of the last thirty years. In 
too many instances a personal pro- 
scription had been established against 
those who professed the Protestant 
faith. The Protestant tradesman had 
been deprived of hi.s Roman Catholic 
customers. •The Protestant farmer 
had been menaced, his habitation de- 
stroyed, himself way-laid at night, 
and treated with brutal outrage, until 
lie either sought peace in emigration, 
or bought it by his conversion. Add- 
ed to this had been the system of in- 
termarrying Protestants with Catho- 
lic families, producing in many instan- 
ces a change of faith in the Protestant 
husbands, and almost invariably end- 
ing in the Catholicism of the children. 
Tlie Protestant saw all this ; he saw 
the number of Protestants diminish- 
ing; he saw the property of Protes- 
tants decreasing; he saw the interests 
of the lioman Catholic clergy pur- 
sued with indefatigable activity; and 
he was then told to be of good cheer, 
for he had nothing to apprehend. 
Such had been the state of things un- 
der the system of domestic nomina- 
tion. As to the veto, it was a curious 
fact, that when that House in a com- 
mittee expressed an opinion favour- 
able to the Catholic claims, with the 
restriction of the veto, a synod of Ro- 
man Catholic bishops was holding in 
Dublin ; and on the very day which 
brought to Ireland the news of the 
vote of the House of Commons, that 
syno^f of Catholic bishops published a 
declaration, that they would cheer- 
fully lay down their Hves rather than 
submit to such an interference in spi- 
ritual matters.’* In what a situation 
would the country have been, had that 
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proposition of the committee been 
carried into effect! If such was the 
opinion of the Catholic clergy witli 
respect to the veto, that of the laity 
went hand in hand with it. At all 
subsequent public meetings the Ca- 
tholics vied with each other in finding 
terms sufficiently expressive of their 
abhorrence of the proposition. He 
held in his hand some resolutions 
agreed to at a meeting in the county 
of Kilkenny, which he had selected 
not by any means as the strongest 
that could be found, but as affording 
a fair sample of the whole. These 
resolutions termed the veto a pe- 
nal law, and a persecution, which, if 
persisted in, would shake the British 
empire to its foundations.’^ He would 
put it to any friend of Catholic eman- 
cipation, if any change had taken place 
in the sentiments of the Catholic cler- 
gy in respect to the veto, except that 
of regarding it with still deeper detest- 
ation. Domestic nomination and the 
veto being thus proved to be both 
nugatory, what new security could a 
committee be expected to devise ? 
It had on a former occasion been said 
to the House, Give us a committee, 
and then you will see we will find se- 
curities.” The expedient had been 
tried. The House had gone into a 
committee to see what could be done. 
That committee had groped about for 
principles. The mountain had labour- 
ed, and brought forth — the veto, an 
object at once of Protestant ridicule, 
and of Catholic abhorrence. The uni- 
form opinion of all Europe on the 
subject might be collected from the 
report on the table, of which he 
should merely give a general outline. 
It was a curious fact, that there were 
but two states in Europe, Prussia and 
Great Britain, in which Catholic bi- 
shops were suffered to exist at all. 
The example of Prussia, therefore, 
was very material, as bearing on this 
question. In Prussia — not merely in 


Silesia, which was Catholic, but in 
Prussia — there were several Catholic 
bishops. The King, howeve*, nomi- 
nated to all the bishoprics. What 
was still more surprising was, that 
there was not a Catholic priest in the 
Prussian dominions who was not ap- 
pointed by the Protestant Govern- 
ment. There was no synod allowed 
to be held until its object was ascer- 
tained, and until it had received the 
express sanction of the state. No 
communication was allowed with the 
see of Rome, but through the bureau 
oi‘ the P|-otestant minister of state. 
If there was ari}?^ proposition to put 
the Irish Catholics on this footing, 
even if he were wild enough to sup- 
pose that they might be induced* to 
accede to it, it would byno means be 
Iiis wish that they should do so. But 
there were degrees of interference and 
restriction. Some securities of a si- 
milar nature might be devised to which 
no Catholic objection could be made. 
He had heard it said by some who 
sought for a distinction between the 
Catholic clergyman in Ireland and the 
Catholic clergyman in Prussia, as one 
part of it dwelt on the fact, that in 
Prussia a stipend was annexed to all 
ecclesiastical functions, Protestant or 
Catholic. Of this distinction he could 
get rid in two ways. First, he was 
decidedly for allowing the Catholic 
clergy in Ireland stipends, 
convinced as he was that no possible 
system of countercheck, such as that 
in Pru|sia, could be otherwise esta- 
blished in Ireland. But the second 
and more substantia) answer was, that 
it was impossible, if the interference 
of the King of Prussia in the appoint- 
ment of Catholic bishops interllred 
with the spiritual authority of the 
Pope, that the Pope could ever have 
consented to it. It was said he gave 
aliqnod .spirituale pro aliqm tempora- 
It; but the fact of his having acqui- 
esced in such a bargain was a proof 
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that he only gave up a temporal pri- 
vilege. As to the other Protestant 
states EurQpe, Holland, Denmark, 
Sweden, &Cc no Roman Catholic bi- 
shops were permitted to regide ; and 
inferior .Catholic clergy were pro- 
hibiteif from holding any intercourse 
. with the see of Rome, except through 
•.the respective governments of those 
States, If, therefore, the jjarliament 
co'nsented to grant the full participa- 
tioh in all civil rights to the Catho- 
lics, it would be to try an experiment 
which no state in Europe had ever 
made ; and ;when the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr Grattan )^8poke 
gf this country as the only intolerant 
state in Europe, he should have also 
added, that if it adopted the course 
now recommended, it would be the 
only Protestant Government which 
^ver ventured such a trial. In Rus- 
sia, the Catholic bishop was appoint- 
ed by the Emperor ; but it was said 
in a work of great authority on the 
question, (the Edinburgh Review,) 
that there was less difference between 
the. Greek church and the Catholics 
than between Catholics and Protes- 
tants. This was not the fact, as the 
Greek church differed from the Ro- 
mish in all the points at issue between 
the latter and the Western Reformers, 
and besides esteemed the Pope and 
his adherents madmen, schismatics. 
But notwithstanding this, when the 
Empress of Russia proposed to give 
a stipend to theK!Jatholic Archbishop 
of Mohilew, and to appoint that offi- 
cer,. the proposal was gladly accepted 
by the see of Rome* A regulation 
which the Pope could accept under a 
Greek Emperor, he could not object 
to under a Protestant King of Great 
Britain, on any religious principle; 
and if the objection was merely politi- 
cal, he should on that account be more 
disposed to insist oix the enforcement. 
Thus much as to the states which dis- 


seated from the church of Rome. 
As to the Catholic states, there were 
none, great or small," enlightened or 
ignorant, which permitted any com- 
munication between their clergy and 
the see of Rome, except with their 
own privity ; and in all states* with 
some inconsiderable exceptions, in the 
case of a few sees in Naples, the bi- 
shops were appointed by the sove- 
reigns of the respective countries, and 
not by the Pope. In Spain, where it 
would be expected there would be the 
most superstitious attachment to the 
see of Rome, any communication be- 
tween a clergyman and that see was 
punished by deprivation and imprison- 
ment in Africa. Even the attornies, 
wlj^ were the parties in such a trans- 
action, were punifhed by ten years’ 
imprisonment in Africa. The free 
communication with Rome which the 
Catholic clergy were to enjoy in this 
country, while the laity possessed all 
civil rights, was a perfectly novel ex- 
periment. Indeed all countries in 
Europe, Catholic as well as Protes- 
tant, had carefully shut out the doc- 
trines propagated by the court of 
Rome for its own power and interest. 
These tenets, known by the name of 
transalpine doctrines, were excluded 
from all Europe, excepting two spots 
— the one was the Vatican, the other 
the college of Maynooth. The into- 
lerance which still prevailed in the 
.Romish church was shewn by the re- 
script of the Pope against that noble 
society, which, like the angel in the 
Revelation, bore the gospel through 
the world. He referred also to the 
late pamphlet of Dr Gandolphy, in 
which Protestantism was described as 
a visitation on England, worse than 
pesfileiice and the sword, and the Bi- 
shop of London was represented as 
an emissary of the Prince of darkness. 
He believed, that in tlie acts of vio- 
knee which took place between the 
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members of different religions, tjbe 
Catholics were uniformly the aggres- 
sors. 

Mr Yorke would state candidly his 
opinion, though it might not be in his 
power to satisfy either party. He was 
moBt*anxious that something should 
be done, and considered the freedom 
of the Pope as affording an opening to- 
wards it ; since no arrangement which 
had not his concurrence could have 
any stability. He considered securi- 
ties essential, whether by the veto or 
otherwise ; but a nomination purely 
domestic appeared to him to afford 
very ample security. He should have 
little difficulty in granting the request, 
if the Catholics of Ireland were like 
those of France or Germany ; buts^e 
believed them to be the most bigot- 
ted that now existed. His chief dif- 
ficulty would be with regard to seats 
ill parliament, and efficient offices un- 
der the crown. It was true, he would 
be glad to see the Howards, the Clif- 
fords, and the Arundels, taking their 
seats ill our parliament; and the Plun- 
ketts and Barn wells from over the 
water; but the greater part were of a 
different description. He hoped, how- 
ever, the Plouse would find some 
means of consolidating the union of 
the two countries, and confirming 
them in mutual attachment. 

Sir J. Cox Hippisley supported the 
motion, and controverted the state- 
ments of Mr Foster. — Sir H. Parnell 
observed, that Mr Foster had materi- 
ally mis-stated the fact relative to the 
nomination of the bishops. It was by 
no means a general practice for bishops 
to appoint a coadjutor; it took place 
only when they were in some n^amicr 
incapacitated for the duties of their 
office. The practice was for the 
bishops to make up a list of three, 
which was transmitted to the Pope, 
who usually chose the fii st on the list; 
but he had the full right of acting 


otherwise, of appointing any one whom 
he chose, or of leaving the see vacant. 
The Catholic clergy were r?ady to 
enter into a concordat with the Pope, 
by which this right should be given 
up. "JThey were also ready to take 
the following oath : ‘‘I, A. B., do 

most solemnl}^ swear, that 1 will, not 
effect or connive at the election of any 
man whcmi I do not believe to be a 
loyal and faithful subject, and oF a 
peaceable demeanour and disposition ; 
and that I^wili not attempt by open 
force or by secret fraud, to subvert 
or destroy the constitution, either in 
church or state. Nor will I attack 
any thing as by law established, and 
if by any correspondence, or. by any 
other means, I discover any per&oJ5s 
endeavouring so to do, I will without 
delay make it known to his Majesty 
Government.’’ He considered every 
requisite security as thus affoided, 
and earnestly hoped the house would 
go into the committee. 

The motion was zealously opposed 
by Mr Webber, and as zealously sup- 
ported by Mr Elliot, — Lord Castle- 
reagh was deeply sensible of the im- 
portance 6f the measure, and was un- 
willing, by opposing it, to occasion 
the annual occurrence of such a dis- 
cussion. Any great questhm hanging 
year after year about parliament, v/as 
an evil, especially when religious were 
mixed with political considerations.— 
It was impossible to contemplate the 
temper recently manifested in Europe, 
without feeling that the former dangers 
connected with the question were con- 
siderably diminished, if not wholly re*- 
raoved. There was a period when the. 
alliance of the Pope was courted by 
all, and when he had it in his power to 
convulse Europe By his influence. 
Latterly, however, Rome had not in- 
terfered in political questions. Let 
the House carry its attention back to 
the treaty of Westphalia, hi which the 
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question of religion formed so leading 
a feature ; in which Catholic votes 
were balanced against Protestant votes, 
and in which the principle of exclusion 
was carried into effect. Wh^t was the 
c;^ 8 e at present ? When the great po- 
litical questions of Europe were last 
discussed, he had never heard the sub- 
•ject of ^religion mentioned in any of 
fhose discussions.* In the diversified 
states of Germany, in some of which 
the'Protestant religion, and in others 
the Catholic religion predominated, 
the whole bo^y chose equality of reli- 
gion 'as the Jjasis of their mutual ar- 
rangements. . He conceived that con- 
cession had been chiefly prevented by 
the rash. and intemperate conduct of 
the Catholics themselves. Though 
differing in opinion from Mr Foster, 
be'was much gratified by the informa- 
tion his speech contained 5 but the 
facts disclosed in it led, in his mind, to 
an opposite conclusion. He believed 
that a sound temper would never exist 
in Ireland whilereligious considerations 
continued in that country on their pre- 
sent, narrow basis. Never would he 
'believe that any existing danger could 
be* aggravated by the introduction in- 
to parliament of a fewTioble Catholic 
peers, or of a few generous Catholic 
commoners. On the contrary, he was 
persuaded that they would be the fore- 
most to repress any deluded people of 
their own religious persuasion, v/ho 
might be tempted to disturb the public 
tranquillity ; anti the concession of the 
Catholic claims would afford them 
most powerful ifieans of achieving an 
object so desirable. 1 1 Was the unhap- 
piness of Ireland under its present cir- 
cumstances, that the state had not suf- 
ficient talents to maintain itself, and 
carry it through adverse circumstan- 
ces. A connexion with the higher 
ranks of the Catholic body would af- 
ford an aid in that respect which would 
be invaluable. He would press this 
measure, if possible, with the concur- 


rence of the Catholics* but otherwise 
even without that concurrence, and 
would trust to its producing ultimate- 
ly the proper effect. He would ex- 
pect ample securities both as to oaths, 
and as to government having some in- 
fluence in the nomination of Catholics. 
He certainly knew that every objec- 
tion on the part of the Pope to such 
an arrangement was now withdrawn. 
He conceived that much would be 
done if the crown even received infor- 
mation previous to the appointment of 
a bishop. Fie regretted the wofd veto 
had been used ; it was 2 l forbidding 
word. Upon the whole, he appre- 
hended nothing but good from the in- 
troduction of a few Catholic members 
into parliament. Until they had got 
the Catholics among them in that 
House, ffghting the battles of the 
constitution, as in our wars they had 
so bravely fought the battles of the 
country, he should never be satisfied. 
Feeling so strongly, he should be guil- 
ty of great baseness were he not to de- 
clare it. During a part of his life he 
had considered it his duty, under exist- 
ing circurpstances, to oppose the claims 
of the Catholics. But those circum- 
stances no longer existing, he was 
bound to make an earnest and a solemn 
appeal to the House in their support. 
Until the subject should be disposed 
of, the legislature would never enjoy 
repose, nor should we appear in the 
eyes of Europe and the world as wc 
ought to do-r-an empire, consolidating 
its varied population into one great 
mass, actuated by the same interests, 
and directing its energies to the same 
objects. 

Mr Peel opposed the motion in an 
elaborate speech. He was convinced 
that no scheme could be devised at 
once agreeable to the Catholics and 
affording security to the Protestants. 
It was with the de^'pest regret he con- 
fessed himself not included in the num- 
bc*' of those who saw any prospect of 
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settling the question. He might have 
adopted his opinions on the subject at 
first, without much examination, and 
in case of doubt, he might think the 
presumption was in favour of the exist- 
ing order of things ; but from the si- 
tuation which he had for some time 
held in the Irish government, he should 
have considered himself culpable in no 
slight degree, had he not bestowed 
much attention to the examination of 
a question in which Ireland was so 
deeply concerned ; and had he seen 
reason to change his opinicn, he hoped 
he should have had manliness enough 
to avow that change. But he avowed 
that he had not changed them. He 
did not wish to revive animosities ; 
neither did he wish to impute any doc- 
trines to the Catholics which they 
were willing to disclaim ; but" he would 
ask, what would be the operation of 
the Catholic doctrines, in a country 
situated like Ireland, and supposing 
the Catholics actuated by the same 
motives as other men, and by the prin* 
ciples of their religion ? He did not for 
a moment impute to the aristocracy of 
Ireland either disloyalty or disaffec- 
tion ; but if they were sincere profess- 
ors of the Roman Catholic faith, if 
they possessed the feelings and pas- 
sions that actuated other men, they 
must be naturally desirous to see that 
religion re-estabhshed in the empire. 
It would be recollected, also, that the 
reformation in Ireland was not produ- 
ced as in England, by the growing 
hatred of the people to the artifices 
and machinations of the priests ; and 
this circumstance formed an additional 
reason for refusing the boon now de- 
manded. It was no answer to these 
objections to reply,, that only a few 
Catholics would have seats in pariia- 
ment, and that their efforts on that ac- 
count need not be dreaded. Let them 
be admitted if it were just and politic, 
but not because their infliicuce would 
be trilling or insignificant. It was 


contended on the other side that the 
measure was necessary for the purpose 
of removing anomalies ; but a bill 
like that of 1813 were passed, the in- 
consistencies and anomalies would be 
, rendered more numerous instead of be- 
ing diminished. He denied th^ asser- 
tion contained* in the bill of 1813*.lhat 
it was possible to communicate to Ca- 
tholics the same interest in maintaining 
the constitution ; nature forbade it : 
they must always have a distinct iiite- 
rest, directly opposite to the Protest- 
ant religion inviolably established at 
the Revolution. The oat^ which Ca- 
tholics were to take on ^entering the 
House, denying the interference of the 
Pope, it had been truly observed, was 
more like a bill of indictment against 
them for their previous conduct, or a 
sort of confession of early crimes. Tf 
it were fit that they should be admit- 
ted at all within the walls, how could 
it be shewn that such an oath ought to 
be administered ? 'Phe principle of the 
bill was religious and political equality ; 
yet in carrying this principle into ef- 
fect, it excluded Catholics from, the 
offices of lord lieutenant and lord 
chancellor ; so that the measure di- 
rectly contradicted the principle on 
which it was founded. One argument, 
not hitherto adverted to, appeared ex- 
tremely strong ; England, a Protestant 
state, was firmly united to Scotland, 
where the Presbyterian religion w'as 
the religion of the country. Could it 
be shewn that happirKJss had liot been 
promoted by the union, notwithstand- 
ing this discordance ; and what was to 
interfere with the same harmony be- 
tween Protestants and Catholics? He 
apologized to the House for detaining 
it at 80 much length ; but before he 
resumed his seat, he entreated those 
who were disposed to favour the mo- 
tion to pause before they" took the first 
step towards an alteration »o radical 
and important. It'was remarked by 
Hume, that when the spirit of religion 
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united with the spirit of party, it pro- 
duced efleGl:s less correspondent to their 
known ^uses than were tp be noticed 
under any other circumstances. This, 
which was observable in th^ reign of 
James and his successors, while it con- 
stitutea an apology for such statesmen 
as had adopted a particular line of con- 
. duct, from which the happy conse- 
'quence they had •reasonably expected 
did not result, at the same time cast a 
grift vous responsibility upon those who, 
presiding over a long settled form of 
government, lender which, by the bless- 
ing of God, jiiternal hapipiness and ex- 
ternal glory were enjoyed, were dispo- 
sed to 1 iterfere and to make innova- 
tions in matters of such difficulty and 
'^'dicacy as those where religion and 
policy were involved. The presump- 
tion was, therefore, against every pro- 
jected alteration, and in favour of the 
established order of things, which he 
jjarnestly hoped the House would 
preserve unwarpcd by the visionary 
fichomes of theoretical politicians. 

Mr Canning admitted the question 
was very delicate ; but after much re- 
’'■“^ection, he was convinced that what 
w*as now proposed could be safely 
granted. He was aniTious for a com- 
mittee, as it would tend to satisfy the 
Catholics, and shew them that there 
was a disposition to grant them every 
reasonable concession. 

Mr Grattan eiideavoifted to answer 
the objections that had been made 
against the motion. He insisted that 
the Catholics, by the common law, 
were entitled t6 a full equality of pri- 
vileges, of which parliament could not 
. justly deprive them for a mere senti- 
ment of the miitd, unless their doctrine 
affected some temporal concerns. As 
to these, they had the answers of the 
Catholic universities. It was no part 
of their doctrine, that the Pope had 
temporal power in Great Britain. It 
was no part of their doctrine that no 
laith was to be kept with Protestants. 


It was no part of their doctrine that 
the Pope could absolve subjects from 
their allegiance. The laws against 
them were acts of power, were unjust, 
and ought to be repealed. The Pope 
had restored the jesuits and the inqui- 
sition ; but because he had rAtored 
the jesuits, w»ould any one say that 
Lord Fingal should be attainted ? No 
one would propose it; but in tead of 
Lord Fingal, they would attaint the 
whole Catholic population- No man 
was entitled to punish bodies for the 
crimes of individuals. They had been 
reminded too of the cruelties of the 
Irish Catholics some hundred years 
ago ; but they should have Stated the 
transactions of Ireland since she had 
become a nation — for the last forty 
years. They should not say — “ here 
such a town was burnt — here so many 
Englishmen were murdered but, 
here did Englishmen and Irishmen 
fight in one cause — here did a Catho- 
lie regiment stand — here did Catholics 
fall defending the British empire.*' If 
this were done we should love one an- 
other. And, instead of this, should 
we attaint the children for the crimes 
of the fathers ? Should we go back to 
the times Ireland was oppressed, and 
when she retaliated ? 'Fhe Protestants 
bad taken the land of the Catholics, 
and they would take their liberties— 
they had taken their tithes, and would 
take their privileges. This was a po- 
licy which would not last — they might 
depend it would not last. An inter- 
course was arising between the church 
of Rome and the church of Ireland, 
and the population were to be let loose 
by the state, to take part with*the 
clergy- A clamour might be raised ; 
but no cry would long continue to go 
a^inst the privileges of the people 
and the interests of the state. When 
he saw Britain at the head of Europe, 
mediating between nations, and sway- 
ing the balance of the world, he own- 
ed it had astonished him to see her dc- 
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scend from that elevation to mix in the 
disputes of schoolmen and wranglings 
of theologians. 

On a division, the motion was nega- 
tived by 245 against 221, forming the 
narrow majority of 24f. 

On* the 17th May, the same sub- 
ject was brought by the Earl of Do- 
noiightnore under the notice of the 
House of Lords, the debate on which 
occasion may be considered as a con- 
tinuation of that in the Commons. 
His lordship observed, that he had 
presented a petition from 'the general 
body of the Irish Catholics, one from 
the nobility and others, and one from 
the prelates and clergy. When their 
lordships had the whole body of the 
Irish C.atholics, ecclesiastical and lay, 
peer and peasant, all joining in one pe- 
tition that their claims might be con- 
sidered, and relief given from those 
disabilities to which they were subject- 
ed, he stood there the representative, 
though an inadequate one, of the whole 
body of his Catholic countrymen, 
claiming on their behalf that they 
should at length be admitted to the 
freedom of the constitution, and the 
rights and privileges of British sub- 
jects. He complained of the efforts 
which had been made to inflame the 
public mind against the Catholics, by 
speeches, pamphlets, tracts, even by 
prints and pictures. Some of these 
were enough to make the hair of any 
liberal man stand on end, and seemed 
calculated to excite afresh the riots of 
1780. I'he Chancellor himself had de- 
clared that all who supported the Ca- 
tholic claims, were advocates for mea- 
sures that would subvert the constitu- 
tion ; and yet he bat in the cabinet, 
and advised his sovereign, along with 
persons who were aiming a blow ‘'at 
its vitals ; (the Chancellor, however, 
interposed, acknowledging his decided 
opinion, but denying any intolerant 
feelings on the subject.) Lord Do- 
noughmore observed, that three secu- 


rities had been mentioned ; first, the 
veto ; second, domestic nomination ; 
third, the payment of the Catholic 
clergy by government ; the last of 
which he, had never heard of till with- 
in these few days. As to the veto, 
the Catholics objected to it ; ^nd he 
would have opposed it as a member of 
the legislature, even though they had 
been willjng to concfede it. If the ve- 
to were adopted, the care of the Ca- 
tholic church might devolve upon 
some one better aciquainted with ma- 
king speeches in parliani^nt than with 
the Catholic ecclesiastical -polity. The 
care of the Catholic church, he was 
very apprehensive, would then devolve 
upon some second or third clerk in 
the Castle-yard in Dublin. He dKI 
not wish to see the Catholic clergy 
so managed. He knew from expe- 
rience that they were the best magis- 
trates — the best conservators of the 
peace — the best instruments for ensu- 
ring the due administration of justice. 
He was far from being desirous that 
their minds should be turned away 
from the discharge of their most va- 
luable and important duties, by the 
introduction of intrigues and cabals 
among them. He saw no occasion for 
proposing to pay the Catholic clergy ; 
they wanted no other remuneration 
than the voluntary allowance made to 
them. What then, it might be asked, 
did he mean propose ? In the first 
place, he meant to propose, that the 
nomination of the Catholic bishops 
should be purely national and domes- 
tic ; and his next step would be to 
connect the Catholics with the Protes- 
tant state, by admitting them to every 
situation under a Protestaiit sovereign, 
except such situations as were connect- 
ed with the administration, govern- 
ment, or patronage, of the established 
church. The Protestant church being 
thus left to the sole management of 
Protestants, he did not see why Pro- 
testants should refuse to leave to the 
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Catholics the sole management of the 
Catholic church. A strange objection 
had beoi;! made against granting the 
claims of the Catholics, because they 
formed the majority of the pQ 4 >ulation ; 
but surely this was rather a reason why 
their jpetition should be attended to,, 
and.*tvery effort made* to conciliate 
- them. It was also made a ground of 
charge against tlttm, that t^e clergy 
ha*4 an uncontrolled influence over the 
mhrds and opinions of the Catholic 
people. He most sincerely wished that 
this charge had been true. It was not 
true,' however, and he was sorry for 
it. The clergy, as he had befo/e ob- 
servedi were the best magistrates,, and 
the best.suppoit of the public peace. 
V/hatever influence they had was em- 
ployed for that purpose ; and no du- 
tics^were^ performed in a better man- 
ner than theirs. It was strange to hear 
Catholics charged with the oflcnces 
committed by Orangemen against 
them, and decided always in favour of 
the latter by partial juiies. On a late 
acquittal of this kind, a judge had 
yaid, “ Thank God, gentlemen, it is 
*^ur verdict and not mine.” Objec- 
tions were also raided because the 
P.ope had opposed th^ circulation of 
the Scriptures without a commentary. 
Yet the expediency of Bible societies 
was a subject of controversy in this 
country ; and there were two Right 
Reverend Prelates in this house, who 
had expressed the same opinion with 
the Pope, that tke Bible ought not to 
be read without a coimnent. He con- 
cluded with m(tving that their lord- 
ships should resolve into a committee, 

• to consider the petitions of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland. 

The Bishop of LandafF conceived 
that this was a question, not of reli- 
gious liberty only, but of political 
power. It waa of little consequence, 
with a view to religious liberty, to in- 
quire whether the decisions of the 
Council of Trent agreed v\ith the ^ 


articles, or whctlier the doctrine of 
trail substantiation were true or false. 
Let the Pope answer for refusing to 
the laity the free use of the Bible. 
These were questions with which, in a 
political point of view, their lordships 
hg|d nothing to do ; and it mighf well 
be said, if the Catholics held, no other 
opinions, why should they be excluded 
from the highest offices in the state ? 
It was diffiQult, however, to fix the li- 
mits between civil and religious opi- 
nions, The allegiance of a Roman 
Catholic coaid never equal .that of a 
member of the established church, who 
acknowledged the king as its head ; 
or even of a Protestant dissenter, who 
acknowledged at least no foreign head, 
nor any one which had not a common 
interest wdth the state. In fact, there 
were many doubts among the Catho- 
lics as to the nature of their civil and 
religious obligations ; and to whom 
could they apply for a solution, but 
to that very power which was irrecon- 
cileably hostile to their own govern- 
ment. Very different was the case of 
the Protestant dissenters in France ; 
they owed no allegiance but to the 
government of their country. He so- 
lemnly conjured their lord'^liips not to 
agree to the admission of foreign in- 
fluence into the political concerns of 
tliis state. 

The Bishop of Norwich contended, 
that the Roman Catholics had given 
the most unequivocal proofs of their ci- 
vil capacity. Their claims, he thought,, 
could now only be rejected because 
of their attachment to the iniiocent re- 
ligious opinions of their ancestors. He 
called them innocent, though with 
Piotestauts they must be regarded as 
erroneous. As to the Catholic clergy, 
he Agreed to what had been so elo- 
quently and justly said in their praise 
by the noble earl. Ireland was much 
indebted to them for the tranquillity 
it enjoyed, and they wore unwearied in 
the performance of their religious du- 
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tics; ever ready to administer consola- 
tion to their flocks by night or by 
day, they encountered the greatest dif- 
flcolties. OF these pious and indefa- 
tigable men, it might be justly said, 
that, 

f 

“^With frames of adamant, and souls of 
fire, 

No dangers daunt them, and no labours 
tire.” 

♦ 

Religious liberty formed one of the 
most important principles of the Bri- 
tish constitution ; and the^exclu^ion of 
the Catholics could not be maintained 
on any just ground. On this great 
question the writings of Mr Locke, 
one of the greatest reasoners any coun- 
try ever produced, had induced him 
to change his early sentiments. It was 
as impolitic as it wiis uncharitable, to 
foster a spirit of jealousy with respect 
to the religious opinions of others. 

The Bishop of Ossory vehemently 
opposed any alteration in the present 
law. He insisted that it was impossi- 
ble to depend on any concessions the 
Catholics might make ; that tliey had 
no fixed principles, and what they said 
to-day, they would unsay to-morrow. 
The Irish Catholics" themselves had 
even avowed, that without the sin of 
schism, they could not abandon their 
allegiance to the Pope. In all coun- 
tries the Catholic religion and its pro- 
fessors were the same. 

The Earl of Harrowby disappro- 
•red the violence of the last speech, 
though he considered the principles 
entertained by the Bishop of Norwich 
as rash and dangerous The statement 
made by the Bishop of Landaff, ap- 
peared to him the most candid ; at the 
same time, after the most deliberate 
consideration, he thought the conces- 
sions proposed might safely, and with 
great advantage, be made to the Ca- 
tholics. The impolicy of the exclusion 
of Catholics from the naval and mili- 


tary services had been so often proved, 
that it need scarcely now be repeated ; 
was it prudent to make ens^mies of 
those who bad fought and bled for 
their country, "by shutting them from 
the reward while they were exposed 
Xo the hazard ; or was it a wiije sys- 
tem, as applied to the bar, from wtience 
the greatest dangers to a state might 
arise, to give those who were called to 
it an incentive to discontent ? If the 
opponents of the Catholic claims 'de- 
clared that Catholics should never be 
allowed to open their nrouths for the 
purpose of speaking, Ibe argument 
was iptelligible ; but they were per- 
mitted to gain influence, fame, and 
fortune, and then they wxre told , “ Thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther/* - 
They were not to be allowed to ascend 
the bench, lest the due administration 
of justice should be impeded by their 
notions upon some abstract points, 
though subject to the censure of an 
enlightened bar, and tribunal of a pub- 
lic almost as enlightened. Just so much 
privilege was allowed them as to make 
them dangerous, while they were. ex- 
cluded from every thing that could 
attach them to their country and to the 
state. The House ought not to for- 
get that this question was progres- 
sive, and that it was impossible for 
things to remain in their present state. 
Was it expedient, he would ask, that 
this discussion should be renewed year 
after year ? And if it was not, were 
their lordships sure that the ground 
upon which they stood was so secure 
as to extinguish all apprehension of 
danger ? To his judgment it certainly 
appeared, that an unaccountable and * 
unreasonable division of 'sentiment be- 
tween two parts of the same empire, 
situated on different sides of the Chan- 
nel, never could be conducive to the 
well-being or security of the state. 
He did not think it at all necessary, 
in his view of the subject, to enter 
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into any discussion, either of the ve- 
to, or the plan of domestic nomina- 
tion. Ili^was for parliament to deter- 
mine that question ; and if it should 
adopt the measure, to lay down the 
uecessa^-y conditions. It would then 
be fotf the' Catholics to say whether 
they^would accept the atrangement so 
•provided, or not ; and if they should 
refuse, parliamenf would haje the sa- 
tisTj^ction of having performed its duty. 

The Earl of L,iverpool highly com- 
plimented .the last speech, but could 
not think, that in going into a com- 
mittee, the IJcSruse stood pledged to no 
specific measure. The object no^ was, 
not to redress any partial grievances, 
or make any partial concessions ; it 
w’as not merely to introduce some new 
modifications into the act of 1793. 
3^"he professed purpose was to place 
the Irish Roman Catholics in every 
respect (some provisions with respect 
to the church alone excepted) on a 
footing of equal privileges with Pro- 
testant subjects. This, he apprehend- 
ed, was the real ground of the ques- 
tion. If the motion contemplated no- 
*’^ng but some farther indulgences, 
or as complete a toleration as was com- 
patible with the existence of a Pro- 
testant government, the argument for 
a committee would be unanswerable, 
nor should he be disjposed to object 
to it ; but the fact was, it was all or 
nothing that was asked for. He at- 
tached no importance to the offers 
either of the vefo, or of domestic no- 
mination. He believed that no men 
could be more respectable than the Ca- 
tholic prelates ; and if there had been 
• any exceptions to this remark, they 
had not proceeded from Irish nomina- 
tion, but Were to be traced to a very 
different cause. It was not abo\it the 
form of the nomination that he enter- 
tained any scruples ; the source of bis 
objections and apprehension was, that, 
.however named, they were necessarily 
subject to foreign influence, the pas- 


tors of the Romish Church, and bound 
to pay obedience to a foreign eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction. At the period of 
the Revolution, the connection be- 
tween the slate and the church as such 
was solemnly recognized; it was acon- 
nection which pervaded all our insti- 
tutions, and characterized every part 
of our system. It was then settled, 
that the king himself must communi- 
cate with the Church of England. 
The same rule was applied, although 
since not unwisely relaxed, to the army 
and navy. fThe two Houses of Par- 
liament were on some occasions parties 
to the performance of its rites and wor- 
ship ; and the judges of the land, if 
not by positive law, yet by immemo- 
rial custom, never opened their com- 
missions without repairing to the esta- 
blished church. The result of equal 
and generou# concession must be to 
leave no difference between any de- 
scription of dissenters, and the Esta- 
blished Church in any respect beyond 
endowment. Parliament must imme- 
diately cease to be a Protestant Par- 
liament. He could not be supposed to 
mean, that the majority’ of members 
would be no longer Protestants, but 
the Catholics, whatever their numbers, 
would constitute an integral part of 
the legislature, which mu&t thus cease 
to he exclusively Protestant. This 
would at once effect an entire change 
in the system' of the constitution, and 
must dissolve that intimate alliance 
between the church and state, which 
had been established at the Revolution. 
The proposed measure had been re^ 
presented al one calculated to heal all 
past dissensions, to sooth and allay all 
animosities, and to create what had 
been termed a moral union throughout 
every portion of the empire. If he 
could really believe that these conse- 
quences would follpw from its adop- 
tion, he should be extremely reluctant 
to withhold his support from it ; but 
because he did not believe so, and 
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thought it would produce an opposite 
effect, he felt his objections to it for- 
tified and invincible. This was 'the re- 
sult of the best founded consideration 
he had been able to give the subject ; 
he a(Jmitted that it was a case of dif- 
ficulty — much of the policy that had 
been pursued in that country he re- 
gretted ; but they were under the ne- 
cessity of providing for circumstan- 
ces as they actually existed. They 
must take things as they found them. 
At such a period as the present, he 
conceived our best security would be 
found in supporting and keeping toge- 
ther the church and state as establish- 
ed at the Revolution. All the indul- 
gence, and all the liberality, that was 
consistent with this fundamental prin- 
ciple, he should feel happy to support ; 
but lie could not help regarding the 
design of bringing all religions to a 
level, as tending to unhinge the minds 
of all classes of the people ; and, by 
unsettling opinions, to render society 
liable to receive every accidental pre- 
judice or impression ; thus impairing 
the ancient foundatious of a constitu- 
tion under which wc had long enjoyed 
happiness and secuiity. 

Lord Grenville, having on many 
former occasions endeavoured with his 
utmost energy to press his eager wish- 
es to have this mighty boon conferred 
on England and Ireland, did not think 
it needful now to proceed into the 
same wide and comprehensive view of 
the question. The noble prelate ( Nor- 
wich) who spoke third in the debate 
— a man with whom it was his pride 
to have lived from their childhood in 
the most intimate friendship, and of 
whose friendship there was no man but 
should be proud, had justly described 
it as a question — not of an abstract 
and polemical character — not a subtle 
and metaphysical speculation — stillless 
a question of a religious and theologi- 
cal nature ; but a question aiising out 
of the varying and mixed ma<ss of hu- 


man circumstances, and on which 
statesmen and legislators in such ca- 
pacities had to decide. It wac, indeed, 
from the legislature, the evils that at 
present claimed the consideration of 
their lordships sprung — a legislature 
that had on so many other great topics 
of public pdJicy so wisely provided, 
but whose system of intolerant and 
hearties^ restriction, for the continu- 
ance of a century, had left upon re- 
cord enactments that would have' de- 
graded the deliberations of the most 
barbarous men in the nfost barbarous 
nations. In endeavouring, therefore, 
to discuss the great interests involved 
in such a question, he would not de- 
scend into trifling disquisitions on ab- 
stract points — they were too narrow — 
too little for legislative decision, com- 
pared with the great and gigantic con- 
f^iderations that were at issue. Such me- 
taphysical and nice distinctions might 
suit the recluse in the closet, but could 
boar little on the motives of those w^ho 
were called (o legiJate on the actual 
condition of a country. It was for 
them to consider all that cxpericnc'e 
had established, and wisdom could an- 
ticipate, in the removal of those evils 
that in iheir operation went to weaken 
the public security, and diminish the 
nation’s prosperity. This he would 
say, that if ther/‘ was any one measure 
calculated, above all others, to impart 
satisfaction and harmony to Ireland — 
if there was one still more likely to 
guard against the nfischitfs which a 
long train of untoward events and of 
a mistaken policy had genented, it 
was that measure which has been re- 
presented as tending'to shake the se-’ 
curity of church arid state. There 
were few brighter names in the page 
of history, than our illustiious delive- 
rer William the Third : — there never 
existed a man to whom mankind were 
under more sincere obligations : but if 
there was one greater and more super-, 
eminent quality in that great and su- 
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pereminent chaiacter, it was, that he 
was the first statesman that acted on 
the principles of universal toleration, 
aiid to that great cause were directed 
and devoted the energies of,his whole 
life. It was hard, indeed, therefore, 
that-^hen they had to consider one 
of tke most bigotted, c^e of the most 
. persecuting, and one of the most into- 
’lerant systems th^t ever dis^aced any 
country; an attempt should be made 
to date its origin from his reign, and 
to fix it as a blot upon his great and 
illustrious character. There was one 
circumstance ‘in the history of the Ca- 
tholic question, which deserve^ to be 
considered. From the first concession 
in 1777, down to 1782, and fiom 
.hence down to 17h2, they had all 
been made under circumstances of 
greater or less political distress and 
difficulty. And though no one would 
venture to say it was an unwise <^r un- 
fit policy, when we w'cre entangled in 
a civil war with America, or wdicn wc 
were menaced with a foreign war wdth 
France, to endeavour by conciliation 
and union to strengthen our resources 
"fiil^homc, yet it might be suspected, 
fmost unjustly, he readily admitted,) 
that those concessions were not the 
result of legislative wdsdom — not the 
offspring of justice and liberality — not 
the consequences of an enlarged and 
comprehensive policy, which embra- 
ced general welfare of the w'hole 
Empire*— but a benefit extorted from 
us under the infkience of fear and ap- 
prehension. The same objections, it 
could not be denied, were applicable, 
at all the various periods when the 
• question of Catholic emancipation had 
been agitated. But now, they had at 
last arrived at a condition, when they 
lost their force ; they had now peach- 
ed that state of security and peace, 
when it could not even be insinuated, 
that whatever boon might be granted, 
.was extorted from our fears. We had 
no’w the enviable opportunity of con- 


vincing the Irish Catholics, that as 
they had yielded their resources with 
an unsparing hand, and had shed their 
blood for us, during a time of great 
peril and exertion, so it was now our 
wish to promote their union anc^ pros- 
perity. We might now convince them, 
that our disposition to alleviate their 
grieva'nces did not rise merely wdth our 
difficulties, and sink with the return of 
our security. And he could not but 
regard it as a blessed occasion, which 
the current of human events had pla- 
ced within fiur reach, wlien we were 
enabled to confer a lasting benefit up- 
on those who could not misinterpret 
our motives. 

The motion was briefly opposed by 
Earl Bathurst, and supported by Earl 
Grey. Tlie debate was closed by the 
Lord Chancellor, who contended that 
the mea?ure now proposed was utterly 
irreconcileable with the principles of 
the British constitution. He would 
pass over the time of Henry VIII., 
when the king’s supremacy was esta- 
blished ; he would pass over the sta- 
tute of the IvSt of Elizabeth, when the 
supremacy of the church was again 
established; but let their lordships re- 
member, that at the Revolution, if 
ever ^ legislative measure was adopted 
to secure to the utmost the Protestant 
Establishment, it was at that time. 
Much had been argued from the writ- 
ings of Eocke; but he would venture 
to say, that no man in the world had 
been so decidedly hostile to the claims 
of the Catholics. That eminent wri- 
ter had positively declared, that, ac- 
cording to the Romish creed, faith 
was not to be kept with heretics; 
that they pronounced all who are not 
of their own communion to be here- 
tics*; and that they claimed the power 
of excommunicating kings; he, there- 
fore, thought that,they ought not to 
be admitted into power, since they 
delivered themselves over to another 
prince. No man living coul5 read the 
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Bill of Rights without seeing that the 
civil and religious liberties of this coun- 
try were to support each other. The 
preamble of that bill expressly stated, 
that the late King James had endea- 
voured to subvert the Protestant reli- 
gion, and therefore certain persons had 
sent for King William, — for what ? 
Not merely to secure their civif liber- 
ties, but also their religion. They ten« 
dered the crown to him, as a crown to 
be worn by a Protestant, and by a 
Protestant only; and it was positively 
declared, that in case the <^rown should 
devolve on a person professing the 
Roman Catholic religion, he should 
be considered as ipso facto dead, and 
the crown should devolve on the next 
Protestant heir. It was utterly im- 
possible that any man could read the 
Bill of Rights, without understanding 
that Popery was inconsistent with the 
principles of our constitution. With 
respect to himself, he had long enter- 
tained an opinion utterly inconsistent 
with the principles on which this ques- 
tion had been debated this night. He 
must say, that according to his reason 
and apprehensi')!!, it went to the de- 
struction of all the safeguards of the 
constitution. The Roman Catholic 
religion was decidedly hostile to the 
principles of a free government. The 
most eminent writers, Milton, Locke, 
Temple, Somers, and King William 
himself, had recorded this opinion ; 
and James the Second was deprived of 
his crown because he had attempted 
to introduce that religion into the 
state. What, then, should we now 
overturn all that our ancestors had 
done ? What would the nation say to 
this ? What would be the feelings of 
the Protestant part of our people ? 
As he understood the constitution, it 
was his bounden duty to give his dis- 
sent to this motiop. It was hostile to 
the liberties of the country, both civil 
and religious ; and went to the de- 
struction of every security for which 


our ancestors had so gloriously strug- 
gled. 

A division being now called, for, the 
original motion in favour of the Ca- 
tholics was negatived by a majority of 
142 to 90. Thus closed the proceedr 
ings for the present year, sthough it 
was still understood that the Catholic 
advocates were to bring it forward, 
session after session, till their object 
should be accomplished. 

On the 20th May, Sir Francis Lur- 
dett introduced the subject of parlia- 
mentary reform. He felt it to be a 
painful duty which he had undertaken 
in brii\aring the present question before 
parliament. Formerly it was enough 
to state that corruption existed, in or- 
der to insure a remedy ; now corrup 
tion was openly defended. He felt it 
peculiarly awkward to complain before 
those very persons who were the obt- 
jects of complaint, and to apply for 
redress to those very persons who were 
the authors of the grievance. He felt 
it most awkward to call upon those 
who must be supposed to be the cor- 
rupt, to redress corruption ; but. the 
general voice of thp nation was so 
iiifestly and so strongly for this mea- 
sure, that it claimed their utmost re- 
gard. When motions were formerly 
made upon this subject, it had been 
said. Where are the petitions ? Now 
they had petitions laid before them 
with more than one ii\jllion of;^igna*» 
tures. Whether, therefore, the com- 
plaint of those petitions was well or 
ill founded, whether redress can or 
cannot be given, the House was bound 
to institute some inquiry into grievan- ‘ 
CCS 80 generally felt and so generally- 
complained of. The prayer of those 
petitions was said to be wild and. vi- 
sional^: they were represented as pray- 
ing for what was never sanctioned by 
the laws, and never recognized by the 
practice of this country. They were 
charged with having invented novel 
grievances, and demanded novel reme- 
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, dies. This charge of novelty had been 
I extended to the proposition of annual 
f parliaments ; yet it was clear, that 
these had been the law and the prac- 
tice of tfie country, from the earliest 
times,-— they had been established un- 
de/ William the Conqueror, who swore 
to ostll a parliament twidVcvery year. It 
• wai of no consequence that he was a 
‘perju^fed monarcfl ; this wa# the law 
and ^he practice of England down to 
theVeign of Henry III.; when, though 
various abuses were committed, still 
parliaments were always annual. The 
same under the Edwards ; and, in the 
reign of Edward III., laws expressly 
«nact7 that parliament should be calU 
ed every year. It might be said, this 
did not necessarily imply an annual 
election; but this was certainly the case 
in’the reign of Edward III. when there 
was an instance of five new elections in 
one year. Henry VII L, to effect his 
tyrannical designs, extended the period 
to five years, and first endeavoured to 
influence elections. This evil was not 
remedied till the reign of Queen Mary. 
The people of this country were at 
time, so far as life and liberty were 
concerned, less secure than under the 
bloody Queen Mary, as she was call- 
ed. She, proclaiming that the people 
had been deprived of their just rights, 
and of the great sectypity for their li- 
berty, had recourse to short parlia- 
ments. Her parliament did not conti- 
nue for one year ; it was dissolved at 
the epd of nine Tnonths. Sir Francis 
highly panegyrized the reign of Eli- 
zabeth, but admitted that her parlia- 
'ments were too long. This was con- 
tinued in the reign of James ; but the 
. people had then no reason to be jealous 
of parliament, and felt themselves safe 
in its hands. If Charles had posssessed 
a large revenue, and a standing army, 
there could have been no question mo- 
ved now as to the reform of parlia- 
ment. A struggle ensued, when par- 
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liament gained the ascendancy, and it 
was thought jus t, that a body which had 
acted so meritortouslyf should have its 
duration protracted. Afterwards, it 
was thought gain to the public, that 
one great man should protect i^he li- 
berty and ensure the security of the 
nation. Yet Oliver Cromwell was a 
parliamentary reformer, (a laugh,) and 
proposed a plan of reform, so just, so 
fair, and suitable, that even Lord Cla- 
rendon said it deserved to have pro- 
ceeded from a better — a more warrant- 
able was hfs lordship^s expression — 
from a more warrantable quarter. But 
when Cromwell found that he must 
either lose his place, which to him 
would be to become a victim to the 
gallows, or support by the sword what 
he had acquired by the sword, he na- 
turally preferred the latter alternative. 
The nation hailed the restoration of 
Charles, from whom, however, they 
met an ungrateful return. That mo- 
iiarch first deliberately attempted to 
corrupt his parliament ; but having 
failed, he dissolved it. Among the 
abuses of James II., none had been 
more flagrant than his attempt to cor- 
rupt elections ; and the main reason 
urged by William for coming into 
England, was to procure a full, and 
free, and fair parliament. We were 
therefore entitled to a freely elected 
parliament ; but’^how could this con- 
sist with members of the House of 
Commons being appointed by indivi- 
duals. He would state the substance 
of a petition presented in 1793, relative 
to a reform in parliament. The peti- 
tion, after mentioning several other 
grievances ^md inconveniences result- 
ing from the state of the representa- 
tiony and requiring redress, stated, that 
individuals ‘‘ do, by their own im- 
iiltediate authority, send 157 members 
to the House of Commons ; and that 
this the petitioners were ready to prove 
at the bar of the House, it the fact 
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werfc disputed, and to name the mem- 
bers and the patrons.^* The honour- 
able baronet asked, if the nominees of 
such individuals could be supposed to 
be a free representation of the people ? 
And ;^et, perhaps, members so return- 
ed constituted nearly three-fourths of 
those who now heard him. The petition 
went on to state, ** that in additicjn to 
157 members so returned, 150 more, 
making in all 307, are returned by the 
recommendation of 70 powerful indivi- 
duals added to the 84* before mention- 
ed, and making the number of patrons 
altogether 154, who return a decided 
majority of the House.” One hundred 
and fifty four individuals thus claimed 
and exercised the right of disposing, 
by their agents, of the lives, liberties, 
and property, of the millions of inha- 
bitants who composed the subjects of 
this kingdom. Different writers, ac- 
cording to their taste, their education, 
or their peculiar bias, had pointed out 
the advantages, and supported the ex- 
cellence of different species of govern- 
ment. 1’he republican, the aristocra- 
tical, and the monarchical form of ad- 
ministration had all had their panegy- 
rist ; but no author that ever he heard 
of had praised an oligarchy. The 
oligarchy of which he was speaking, 
was an oligarchy of borough-mongers, 
whose interests werq at variance with 
those of the rest of the nation ; who 
corruptly usurped powers that did not 
belong to them, and trampled upon the 
rights of the people at their pleasure ; 
in short, it was the most odious, the 
most degrading, and the most galling 
of all oligarchies. That a hundred and 
fifty patrons of the representation 
should exist, that they should exist 
gainst all law, that they should ?xist 
against the resolutions of the House 
of Commons itself, which resolutions 
were passed at the commencement of 
every session, and might be regarded 
as tlie law of parliament, or at least a 
declaration to the country, that such 


was the law, appeared monstrotis and 
unaccountable. Montesquieu, who had 
devoted twenty years of his life to the 
study of governments, bad given it 
his opinioh, that the liberties of Eng- 
land would perish like those of the an- 
dent republics, when her j^arliament 
became corrupt. But corruption was 
supposed now to be Jiarmless ; it was 
even defo.ided as a necessary part of 
the existing system, rather than, de- 
nounced as tending to the ruin of the 
Constitution. It had been argued by a 
right honourable gentleman, ( Mr Can- 
ning,) that government Could not go 
on without it. A House of Commons 
might be very virtuous^as legislators*, 
whose individual private conduct was 
most corrupt ; and, on the other hand, 
a parliament might be corrupt which 
was entirely composed of saints. When 
he therefore spoke of the corruption 
of the members of the legislature, he 
meant no implied reflection on their 
private conduct ; he believed, that in 
the common intercourse of life, they 
might be all upright in their princi- 
ples, and honest in their transactions'; 
but when their interests were oppSl*?d 
to their duty> in a parliamentary sense, 
he could not but call the House cor- 
rupt. He would not trouble them with 
entering into any abstruse discussion, 
or offering any specific opinion. He 
had shewn that the great evil was no- 
mineeship to seats, and be hoped that 
it would be possible to induce the 
House to enter into inquiry. The gen- 
tlemen all over the epunt: y, who saw 
their property fast leaving them, who 
had been accustomed formerly to de- 
fend the liberties of their fellow-citi- 
zens, but the majority of whom ufi- 
happily now thought only of sup- 
porting government, and of giving it 
strength, while they should be adding 
to its honesty-— who saw this once hap- 
py nation the seat of industry, and 
abounding in capital and credit, chan- 
ged into a taxed, oppressed, overbur- 
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denJ^ii and beggared people — would, 
he thought, now see suiHcient reasons 
for inq<liring into the cause of the evil, 
aiid allying the proper remedy. 
(Hear,) -It was said that bur consti- 
<ulji 0 n a^lorious constitution* 
Yes, it vms BO in the books; it was so 
in the w^rks of our p^itical writers ; 
,it was so in Montesquieu, and in the 
descriptions whicli our old hawyers and 
statesmen had given of it ; but, prac- 
tically speaking, there was not more 
wretchedness, more tampering with li- 
berty, or more corruption in any part 
of Europe,* than prevailed under our 
boasted Constitution. It was not a 
jealousy of which he now complained, 
it was an open hostility to popular 
rights, a want of all common feeling 
with the country at large, and a cheap- 
ly won character of magnanimity, in 
affecting to despise what was called 
the clamour of the people. Believing, 
•as he did, that there was no danger to 
be apprehended except by the govern- 
ment continuing to do wrong, and still 
more to alienate instead of regaining 
'the affections of the people, by resto- 
j^g to them their undoubted rights, 
he should conclude bypioving, “ That 
a select committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the present state of the re- 
presentation of the country ; and to re- 
port their observations to the House.’* 
Mr Brand warmly seconded the mo- 
tion, generally concurring in the views 
of the honourable baronet. ’ 

Sir J. Nichdll was determined to 
oppo9crpT^«ny4Q^iovation in the consti- 
tution. He saw no plan held forth, 
which Was consistent in its nature, or 
promised to remedy the evils com- 
plained of. He admitted the pressure 
sustained by the country in conse^ 
of wars, but contended that 
this was not likely to have been pre- 
vented by a more popular form of go- 
vernment. Both in the American war, 

• and in the last, ministers had been com- 
pletely supported by public opinion. 


He would now advert to the petitions 
on the table, on the subject of reform> 
and which petitions were said to ex- 
press the popular sentiment. There 
was no man who knew him, who did not 
know how much he valued the inestima- 
ble right of petitioning. It was, there- 
fore, with great grief and pain that he 
observed the mode adopted to procure 
the petitions in question. They were 
obtained by holding out delusibns to 
the people, by telling them that the 
distress which they endured, was to be 
ascribed to a defective representation 
of the people. It was not surprising 
that those who laboured under distress, 
should lend a willing ear to persons 
who suggested a remedy for the evil 
which they were suffering ; but it was 
impossible that opinions so obtained 
could have much weight with parlia- 
ment. Even if the House were to risk 
the best blessings of the country, and 
to sacrifice the public welfare, to gra- 
tify the caprice and sooth the inso- 
lence — not of the people, (for they had 
a right to command,) but of thosewho 
affected to advocate their cause, they 
would not content the wise part of the 
community, and they would not silence 
the clamours of the disaffected. Mr 
Pitt, indeed, had been at one time the 
votary of parliamentary reform, but he 
had not been ashamed to retract his 
opinions on the subject, and to ac- 
knowledge that he had been led away 
by an enthusiastic, but mistaken zeal. 
There was another circumstance which 
deserved the serious attention of the 
House — the difference of the charac- 
ter of the advocates for reform at the 
present and at former periods. In 1782, 
the Cause of parliamentary reform was 
supported by many persons of the 
highest rank. In 1793, a society was 
formed, of which, however he might 
differ from it in opinion, it was but 
justice to say that it consisted of per- 
sons of great political character and 
moral respectability. The object which 
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this society — the Friends of the Peo- 
ple — ^had in view, was nothing more 
than parliamentary reform ; and it dis* 
avowed and shook off all connection 
with otherco-existing societies, whose 
vitws^-were supposed to be not quite 
so constitutional But the management 
of the measure had since fallen into 
other hands. He, in no degree, meant 
to allude to its management in that 
House, For he had no wish todntimate 
any thing personally disrespectful to 
the honourable baronet, but to its ma- 
nagement out of doors. The fact be- 
ing notorious, he might, without im- 
propriety, allude to it, that the great 
conductor, missionary, and apostle of 
parliamentary reform was out of doors. 
It was also well known, that during 
the existence of the Society of the 
Friends of the People, a secession of 
the leading members took place, be- 
cause the individual to whom he allu- 
ded was suffered to continue in the So- 
ciety. (“ No, xio*\fr(m the Opposition 
Benches A He believed, notwithstand- 
ing this denial, that such had been tlie 
case ; and that afterwards, on that in- 
dividuaPs expressly avowing a corre- 
spondence with the jacobins of Paris, 
he w*as excluded from the Society ; 
the letter proposing that exclusion ha- 
ving been signed by the chairman, at 
that time the member for Hertford- 
shire, the deputy-chairman, now a no- 
ble duke, and the honourable member 
for Carlisle. Was it probable that the 
individual in question entertained dif- 
ferent political opinions at the present 
moment ? And yet he bad been the 
framer of most of the petitions for re- 
form on the table, and had been the 
subject of great panegyric in that 
House. If he might collect the object 
of the petitioners for reform from the 
petitions on the table, it seemed to ex- 
tend to a complete^-remoilelling of the 
legislature. Was this necessary? Had 
not measures been gradually adopting 
for the last two centuries, to limit the 


power of the crown, and to makitain 
the just rightaand lil^rties of the peo- 
ple ? In the time of the StuaIVts, the 
Habeas Corpus Act had beeijf'passed*^ 
that greatf bulwark of the/liberty of 
the people against thc^*o||p»3r3s:ar .of 
the crown in its ordinary operation, 
and in its occasional suspenpon, that 
great means of enabling the crown to 
protect the liberty of the people, by 
guarding their persons and property. 
This had been followed by the Tole- 
ration Act, acts for securing the li- 
berty of the press, and other measures 
of similar import. It been said, 
and omrespectable authority, that frhe 
|fresent state of the representation was' 
an adequate protection against the 
power, but not against the influence, 
of the crown. The fact was, however, 
that it was unnecessary to go further 
back than the present reign, to shew' 
that the influence of the crown had 
been considerably diminished. To ren-* 
der the judges independent of the 
crown was the first act of his present 
Majesty, The passing of the Gren- 
ville Act was another measure calcu- 
lated to lessen the influence of 
crown ; as wer/? also the excli^sion of 
contractors from official situations, and 
the prohibition of revenue officers from 
voting at elections. The fact was, that 
not above half the number of persons 
connected with government sat in that 
House at that moment, as compared 
with the last century ; the whole not 
now amounting to50 members. Read- 
mitted that the patron^^/i^^vf tlie^rown 
had been much increased by the aug- 
mentation of the public income and 
expenditure ; but would a change in 
the form of representation alter that 
patronage, orany thing connected with 
it > No individual, or body of indivi- 
duals, could ftel a just cause for com- 
plaint, without having the means of 
laying that complaint on the table of 
the House. Did a minister, or a ma- < 
giltrate, unduly exercise the power 
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entriiltted to him» his conduct became 
the immediate su^ectof parliamentary 
discusslkn. Nay, this was carried so 
fat, that^spectable persons were fre- 
prred from undertaking du- 
_^e, lest they might be 
j\y betrayed into something 
jld subject th^i to the scru- 
•Xiny of parliamentary investigation, 
therefore decidedly op^sed the 
motionof the honourable baronet. 

iTo^Cochrane could add nothing 
to the adnnirable speech of Sir Francis 
Burdett ; but he could not refrain 
from a few observations on what had 
fallen from the last speaker. «Sir J. 
Nicholl had entered into a long detail 
of the advantages of the constitution, 
and the blessings enjoyed under it ; but 
he entirely forgot to mention that that 
Cfonstitution was destroyed, and now 
no longer existed. ( Cries of hear, henry 
and order . ) He had a rigfit to say that 
the constitution no longercxisted while 
the Habeas Corpus Act was suspend- 
ed. There was now a general call for 
reform, and it was the knowledge the 
people had of the influence which pre- 
X^:1^ed within that House that had pro- 
duced that call. If tlie call was not 
obeyed, the mass of corruption would 
destroy itself, for the maggots it en- 
gendered would eat it up. [A laugh.) 
They (the menvbers were the mag- 
gots of the constitution. ( Hear, hear^ 
and a laugh.) They were the locusts 
that devoured it, and caused all the 
evils Jthatjwere Complained of. Was 
it every thing wick- 

^ed found its way to that House ? Were 
they not familiar with instances of 
fraud, bribery, and peijury ? {Heart 
' h/savy order.) The manner in which 
that House was composed, was the 
cause of all the distress of the country. 
If any body came with a round sura 
of money in his band to a borough, 
was he not sure of being returned ? 
He was willing to believe, that some 
of the right honourable gentlemen op- 


posite were good moral men, but what 
did that signify ? No good could be 
expected from them, or any others, if 
means were not taken to purify the 
system : unless this were done, the na- 
tion was ruined, the sun of the c^ui^ 
try was set. 

Mr Curwen conceived that parlia- 
mentary reform was the only security 
for the introduction of economy in the 
public expenditure. It was true that 
an individual had been expelled from 
the society of Friends of the People ; 
but that individual was 30t Major 
Cartwright. 

Mr Ward conceived the question to 
have now assumed a more serious ap- 
pearance than formerly; so that, un- 
less steadily resisted, it might be ulti- 
mately carried. The petitions for re- 
form were numerously signed, but 
they had been obtained from the peo- 
ple, in many instances, by gross mis- 
representation. What kind of parlia- 
ment and government did these radi- 
cal reformers propose f:o give us ? 
They say the King is to retain all his 
prerogatives, and the Lords their pri- 
vileges ; nothing was to be altered but 
the House of Commons, The splen- 
did statue of gold was to have earthen 
feet, which might be broken at will. 
Every thing, then, was to be right ; 
there would be no taxes, no tyranny, 
no orators, no heroes, no Pitts, and 
no Nelsons. It was pretended that a 
House of Commons formed by radi- 
cal reformers coidd exist with a here- 
ditary monarchy and nobility. So 
long, indeed, as the King and Lords 
went along with the popular voice, 
they would be endured by their infe- 
rior masters, but the first popular bill 
whi^h might be rejected would be the 
signal for the downfalj,^ the monar- 
chy. He quoted a late work of Je- 
remy Bentharo, author of many ex- 
cellent writings, an able man, and a 
radical reformer. To shew the no- 
tions of radical reformers, he might 
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merely quote some of the titles which 
Mr Bentham gave to his chapters, 
such as Honourable House incorri- 
gible — Moderate reform inadequate/* 
In describing the classes of persons 
Mr Bentham thinks, must be 
against reform, he says, “ It must be 
the work of the Tories to make that 
portion of the public money spent in 
waste and corruption as large as pos- 
sible, {kear^ hear ^ from the Opposi- 
tion,) and of the Whigs likewise/* 
(Loud laughter,) Mr Bentham had 
a language of his own ; but, to use a 
favourite term of the author, it ap- 
proximated” to ordinary language, and 
therefore the House could understand 
him. He says, public welfare “ un- 
der moderate reform would be mini- 
mized, under radical reform would be 
maximized/’ Moderate reform would 
only be the sharp edge of the wedge, 
which, once insinuated, would serve to 
split the oak. What was called the 
borough system he regarded as an es- 
sential part of the constitution ; and 
he would as soon part with the repre- 
sentation for Yorkshire as with that 
of Old Sarum. In looking at the 
effects of popularity, it should be re- 
collected that Mr Fox was obliged to 
be returned for the northern boroughs 
of Scotland, for the Ultima Thule. 
The case of Mr Windham might be 
noticed, and that of a living noble- 
man, for whom he had a high respect 
(Earl Grey). Such circumstances 
went a great way to vindicate the ex- 
isting system. In what was called a 
reformed parliament, only two classes 
would get admittance — either those 
who had great local influence, or those 
who contrived to please the people. 
No country existed in the world where- 
in talents of sorts, and particular- 
ly public talents, could rise so easily, 
and by such honourable means, as in 
England. 

Sir Samuel Romilly was no friend 
to annual parliaments and universal 


suffrage, but conceived that somt?^ kind 
of reform was eagerly called f and 
entertained no dread of ants serious 
injury arising from it to th'p' constitu- 
tion. iib 

Mr Lamb admitt^4»*<Kir»3'‘''’^5r:ai'Jr*A. 
perfections had crept into >6^® consti- 
tution ; he felt in favour oftifComihuni- 
cating the right of voting copy^' 
holders, rand of remedying the'.abttses 
with regard to out-voters, but tyuld 
not consent to a committee for the 
general purpose of parliamentary re- 
form. He could not imagine that the 
petitions contained the^sense of the 
peophe, when he considered thje nlan- 
ner in which they were obtained, the 
pilgrimages that had been undertaken 
by zealous devotees to the shrine of 
popular applause. . He trusted the 
question would not soon be-* again 
brought under the notice of parlia- 
ment. 

Mr Tierney said the proposition to- 
night he had felt to be a very mode- 
rate proposition, and to that proposi- 
tion no counter-proposition had been 
produced from any party. The 'only 
good argument he had heard this evim- 
ing had been that things were very 
well as they were, and so let well 
alone — an argument truly fit for, and 
well adapted to the side of the House 
from whence ilb came. [HeaVj and a 
laugh.) So did also the observation 
from an honourable gentleman, that 
Old Sarum, in his opinion, was just 
as good a representation as any. other. 
The boroughs were the 

hands of pettifogging attornies, who 
sought out a person fit to represent 
the borough, and inquired not about 
his talents, but who his banker was."” 
Instead of looking out for promising 
young men, hkely to be serviceable to 
their country, they looked out, for 
their own sakes, for phthisicky decre- 
pit old men, who were likely soon to 
die, and occasion a fresh election. 
{lieary and laughter on lU sides.) 
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He c^kainly thought a. grand radical 
changeVoo dangerous an experimentt 
yet stillwmething might be done in 
thf pra(^feal way. Copyholders, as 
well as froj^oldcrs, should ^lect the 
m^jOi^gllg^JpUl^^onied interest was 
now too 8#ong for- the country gen- 
tleman relding near a Borough, and 
’be was esrcluded by some mushroom 
adventurer, who Had got a gj)od con- 
tract witj^ government, or made a 
iuck^ii'ft m the stocks. The worst 
was, the expence now of the large 
towns, and even counties, made them 
close boroughs to all who could not 
^or^ to make the electors a present 


of 20 or S0,000l. every election. Yet 
after all that could be said in extenu- 
ation of the present system, was it not 
monstrous that the county members 
formed but a minority to the residue? 
He had studied reform under the ausa 
pices of Mr Pitt, who, after all,Tiaa 
established the Irish representation 
upon a liberal system. He saw no 
objection to a committee, though he 
confessed he had little hope of the 
motion being carried. 

Lord Milton spoke against the mo- 
tion, which b€ing put to the vote, was 
negatived by a majority of 265 to 77. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS PARLIAMENTARY TRANSACTIOlJ^. 


Mr Abbot resigns the office of Speaker. — Created hord Colchester, with a pot- 
sion,—Mr Sutton elected.— bebate on Lord Sidmouth’s Circular Letter.— 
Mr Wilhcrforce^ s Motion relative to the Slave Trade, — Mr Lyttleton on the 
Tottery, — Mr Bennett on the Report of the Police Cornmittee,'^The Acade-^ 
mical Society,’^Mr Brougham^s Motion on the State of the Nation,'-^Pro-^ 
rogation of Parliament, 


The important place of Speaker of 
the House of Commons had long been 
filled, with high distinction, by Mr 
Abbot. During the present session, 
however, the health of that gentleman 
became too precarious to admit of the 
regular attendance necessary for the 
discharge of his high functions. He 
determined, therefore, very properly, 
to resign his situation. 

On Friday, May 30, Mr Dyson, 
the deputy clerk, stated, that he had 
received a letter from the Speaker, 
which, with the leave of the House, 
he would read. He then read the 
following : 

Palace^yardy May 30f 1817. 

Sir — It with the sincerest con- 
cern and regret that I feel myself 
obliged to request, that you will in- 
form the House of Commons, at their 
meeting this day, of my inability, friom 
continued illnesu^^^to attend any longer 
upon their service. After holding the 
high office to whicli I have been rais- 
ed by their favour in five successive 
parliaments, it is impossible that I 
hhouid resign so honourable and dis- 


tinguished a situation, without feeling 
the deepest gratitude for the constant 
Igmdness with which they have been 
pleased to accept and assist roy hum- 
ble endeavours to discharge its various 
and arduous duties. It was m^r ear- 
nest wish and hope to have continued 
longer in the service of the House, if 
such were their pleasure. But the 
interruption of public business which 
has been already occasioned by my 
state of health, ^and the apprehension 
of the same cause recurring, which 
might again expose the House to the 
like inconvenience, have made me deem 
it necessary that I should retire ^t this 
time; and have left fur- 

ther duty to perform uian to return 
my heartfelt acknowledgments to the 
House for all the favours they have • 
bestowed upon roe, and to express my 
fervent wishes for the perpetual main- 
tenance and preservation of its rights^ 
its privileges, and its independence.— 

1 am, Sir, always most truly yours, 
Chas. Abbot. 

“ To Jeremiab Dyson, E;.q. . ‘ 

Deputy Clerk* House of 
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Castlereagh then rose and eaid, 
that after the communication which 
the Hot^ had just heard, combined 
with thewcollection of his uniform 
conduct, l^re could be, appre- 
ht» ig gK» w ce of opinion as to 
the great Merits of the Speaker, or as 

triety of accepting his re- 

’^ignatl(?n.‘' From^the able, dignified, 
and conciliatory manner in which he 
had* ,^^j 3 »iiged the arduous duties of 
iTw office, a€ once reflecting the higV 
credit upon his character, and af- 
rirding the utmost satisfaction to the 
House, all i^ho heard him must re- 
the resignation of that highly 
respected and universally esteemed in- 
dividual/ The loss, indeed, of such 
an officer, he felt, no doubt in com- 
moHr'^ith the House, it would be ex- 
ti*fem^Jtdifficult, if not impossible, 
ade^ately to supply. The noble lord 
concluded with proposing an adjourn- 
nlent until Monday, when probably 
R%i;feWould be authorised to make a 
communication to the House, which 
would mark the estimation in which 
the Speaker was held by the illustri- 
ous personage at the head of govern- 
rtent, and which wou^d enable the 
Hbuse to proceed at once to the elec- 
tion of another Speaker. 

The motion of adjournment was 
agreed to. • 

On Monday, June 2, the House 
proceeded to the choice of a Speaker 
in the place of Mr Abbot, now Lord 
Colch ester. After an amicable con- 
test friends of Mr Man- 

ners Sutton and Mr Charles Wynne, 
the choice fell upon the former by a 
majority of 160; the numbe^p being 
For Mr Sutton S12, and for Mr Wynne 
152. 

On Tuesday, June 3, Mr Sutton, 
the new Speaker, took his seat in the 
:hair, after having received the royal 
jpproba^n in the House of Peers. 

S Lprd'rcastlereagh brought down 

the^blloiyiDg mcMage 


** The Prince Regent, acting in the 
name, and on the behalf of his Majes- 
ty, thinks it right to inform the House 
of Commons, that having taken into 
his consideration the eminent and dis- 
tinguished services of the Right 
Charles Abbot, during the long and 
eventful period in which he had filled 
the situation of Speaker of that House, 
has conferred upon him the dignity of 
a Baron of the United Kingdom, by 
the title of Baron Colchester of Col- 
chester, in county of Essex ; and 
the Prince Kegent recommends to the 
House of Commons to enable him to 
make such provision for Charles Lord 
Colchester, and for the heir male of 
his body who may next succeed to the 
title, as shall, under all the circum- 
stances, be judged just and reason- 
able.'' 

It was argued by Mr Wynne and 
others, that this ought to have origi- 
nated in the House, where his labours 
could be best appreciated. It was at 
last agreed to by Lord Castlereagh, 
to postpone the consideration of the 
message till Thursday. 

On Thursday, June 5, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, after some prefatory enco- 
miums, moved the thanks of the House 
to Baron Colchester, for the zeal and 
ability with which he had discharged 
the duties of his station in parliament. 

Lord WiMiam Russel rose with ex- 
treme reluctance to oppose this vote. 
No man could be more sensible of the 
general merits of the late Speaker; 
but he could not forget the memorable 
speech made by him at the bar of the 
House of Lords on the failure of the 
Catholic question ; nor the motion of 
a noble friend of his (Lord Morpeth) 
on jhat subject. On that occasion 
117 members of that Ijk^se had voted 
their censure on thy^eaker; and the 
public would not belablo to understand 
.the reason why the House now una- 
nimously applauded him* It was also 
a bad precedent, to see that Speaker 
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who was the first to make the crown 
a party to the proceedings of that 
House, the first also to be made direct- 
ly a peer on his removal from that 
chair, 

? The motion was then agreed to, 
with a very few dissenting voices. 

Lord Castlereagh then moved an 
address to the Regent, that he would 
be pleased to grant some signal mark 
of favour to Lord Colchester; and 
that whatever expcnce siiould be in- 
curred, that House would make good 
the same. * 

Mr Tierney had heard that it was 
intended to grant 40001. a-year to 
Lord Colchester, and 20001. a-year to 
his heir male- He had since heard 
that was wrong, and that 30001. a- 
year was to be granted to his heir. 
He wished to know if that was cor. 
rect. 

Mr Vansittart had no objection to 
state that 40001. a-year was intended 
to be proposed to Lord Colchester, 
and 30001. a-year to his heir male. 

On Friday, June 6, the Speaker ac- 
quainted the House, that he had re- 
ceived a letter from Lord Colchester, 
in acknowledgment of the letter com- 
municating to him the resolution by 
which the thanks of that House had 
been voted him. 

Lord Castlereagh stated at the bar 
the answer of the Prince Regent to 
the address respecting the late Speak- 
er, which recommended to the House 
to enable his Royal Highness to be- 
stow an adequate provision. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved, that it be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole House on Monday 
next. 

On Monday, the House resolved 
itself into a cunimittee, on the answer 
to the Prince Regent's message. 

The Chancelloi of the Exchequer, 
after briefly adverting to a pension of 
30001. granted Mr Speaker Onslow, 
proposed, for his great labour and 


anxiety, that Lord Colchester ;'!iOuld 
enjoy a pension of 40001. for own 
life, and 30001. for a succe^jor, to 
commence from the Ist of ^pril last. 

Mr H.^ Sumner moved th it the first 
sum should be • 

ton moved that it be limited to 3000L 
Both these amendments wen? negativ- 
ed, and the original motion ag.ced to. 

The following circular letter h&d 
been addressed by Lord to., 

the lords lieutenants of counties, da . 
ted 27th March 1817. 

My Lord — As it is of the great- 
est importance at present to prevf^pt, 
as far as possible, the circulation of 
blasphemous and seditious pamphlets 
and writings, of which for some time 
past great numbers have been sold and 
distributed throughout the cpu’jtry ; 
I have thought it my duty tO copsult 
the law servants of the crown, whether 
an individual found selling, or in any 
way publishing such pamphlets and 
writings, might be brought imm-^rdi- 
ately before a justice of the peace, 
under a warrant issued for the purpose, 
to answer for his conduct. The law 
officers, having accordingly taken this 
matter into their serious consideration, 
have notified to me their opinion, that 
a justice of peace may issue a warrant 
to apprehend a oerson charged before 
him upon oath with the publication of 
libels of the nature in question, and 
compel him to give bail to answer the 
charge. 

« Under these circu^opal^scisai,! beg 
to call your lordship^'s attention yefy 
particularly to this subject; and I have’ 
to requ^t, that if your lordship should 
not propose to attend in person at the 
next general quarter sessions of the 
peace to be holden in and for the coun- 
ty under your lordship’s charge, you 
would make known to the chairman 
of such sessions the substance of this 
communication, in order tha^.he may 
recommend to the several ottgistrato 
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to act lereupon, in all cases where any 
person lhall be found offending against 
the Iaw%i the manner above mention- 
ed*. _ 

I beg ave to add, that persons 
^ ~ and othei^ publica- 

tions in tl^ l^manner above alluded to^ 
sh^ld msidered as coming under 
^ jns of the hawkers and ped- 

lars’ acty and be (fealt with a^cording- 
•unlesjjJtuey shew that they are fur- 
'^^hed Vith a licence, as required by 
jie said act. 

I have the honour to be, &c.*^ 

• ' SiDMOUTH.” 

[['o^his letter were subjoined opi- 
Aions to the above effect, signed by 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
Mlj Garrow and 8. Shepherd. 

JCrfl Grey on the 12th May brought 
1^8 ^bjdct before the House of Lords. 
Ilis lordsliip, after reading the letter 
and thek opinion of the judges, obser- 
'‘ved 4hat at present he meant only to 
•ng^ove for the case upon which the cir- 
cu^r letter had been founded ; which, 
if granted, might be the foundation of 
! future proceedings. The question was, 
jivhether any justice of the peace may 
be called upon by anyjcommon infor- 
mer, to decide at once what is or what 
is not a libel, and upon his sole judg- 
ment and authority commit or hold to 
bail the person acci^sed. His lord- 
ship then referred to the opinions of 
Hale, Hawkins, Camden, and other 
eminent lawyers, in order to shew, 
that.iio justice df the peace could pos- 
^ 8e8Mtl^*9i^M^pwer. After bringing 
together an amount of evidence which 
he contended was quite irresistible, he 
strongly censured the conduct of the 
Secretary of State, in issuing this cir- 
cular. Such a direction to the magi- 
strates, not being a general exhortation 
to vigilance and care, but a specific 
instruction as to the manner in which 
they were to interpret the law, would 
^ye bfsn a high offence against the 
''•^titation, even if that law had *'***:« 




clear and indisputable. He hesitated 
not, therefore, to describe the measure 
as most unconstitutional and danger- 
ous. 

Lord Ellenborough contended, that 
the course followed by Lord Sidinciv^k 
was strictly regular, and endeavoured 
to shew that it was supported by the 
very authorities which had been quo- 
ted against it by Lord Grey. He 
conceived that such a power was indis- 
pensable for the security of the coun- 
try, and that if it did not already exist, 
it ought to Be communicated without 
delay. 

Lord Erskine expressed the highest 
respect for the legal knowledge of 
Lord Ellenborough; but did not con- 
ceive that the doctrine now advanced 
by him could be borne out by the 
practice in cases of libel. During the 
French Revolution, a time when much 
danger was apprehended from sedi- 
tious practices in this country, every 
part of it was inundated by libels. 
Whatever evidence was brought for- 
ward during that period, at the Old 
Bailey, upon the subject of those libels, 
referred to such as were actually pub- 
lished. There were libels tried there 
at that time, collected from all parts of 
the country ; and in no one case was a 
person held to bail after an arrest by a 
justice of the peace. The Society for 
the Suppression of Vice never proceed- 
ed against any person arrested and held 
to bail by a justice of the peace for the 
publication of a blasphemous libel. 
The question now was, how the com- 
mon law stood upon the subject. The 
noble lord read a passage from Lord 
Hale, to prove that a justice of the 
peace could not hold to bail for every 
offence within the cognizance of a 
session. They wer^^re upon the 
plain law of the lai^r If the Secre- 
tary of State con^dered the case so 
clear, what necessity was there for ta- 
king the opinions of the law officers of 
the crown ? Surely the miserable crea- 
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tunes who went about hawking these 
seditious or blasphemous papers could 
not be looked vipon as guilty of libels, 
and held to bail by every magistrate 
who may think proper to arrest them. 

never the case, even during 
the French Revolution. The judges 
themselves, without a jury, had not 
power to decide as to what was and 
what was not a libel, and yet that 
power was now given to every magis- 
trate, without proof — without judge 
or jury. His lordship afterwards said, 
“ The press had better thrown in- 
to the fire, than the power of com* 
mittal be given to every justice of the 
peace.'? 

The Lord Chancellor objected to 
the production of the opinions of the 
judges, which would, he thought, be 
in several respects a bad precedent. 
He was clearly of opinion that the 
whole proceeding was legal, and de- 
fended it by the authorities of Mr 
Northey, Lord Hale, Lord Hard- 
wicke. Sir John Willes, Arthur Hill, 
Sir Dudley Rider, and Lord Mans- 
field. He contended that the quota- 
tions from Hale and Hawkins by no 
means warranted the inference drawn 
from them. Blackstone he considered 
as a laborious and useful compiler, but 
by no means very high authority. He 
was now in the decline of life, and he 
declared, that he should feel deep re- 
gret in his retirement, if he could think 
that the measures which he had deem- 
ed it his duty to advise or support bad 
trenched upon the just liberties of the 
country ; but, on the contrary, he be- 
lieved sincerely that they had been 
essential to the preservation of the 
constitution . 

Lord Holland spoke strongly in 
favour of th^H?^otion, contending that 
the House ought' to be guided by the 
legislature, not b^ the opinion of any 
Attorney or Solicitor General. He 
contended, that the only legal mode 
of proceeding against libel was by in- 


dictment. The conduct puraioed by 
the noble viscount was most estruc- 
tive to the harmony, and to the 
safety of the country. r , 

Lord ‘Sidmouth 8hould^i^“*^fc him- 
self inex?cusable if j y* ^ ^ 
to strengthen the argumei^* already 
adduced by the highest aut^ onties by 
any observations of his owiT. When 
he had i^he satisfaction of hearing it 
proclaimed in that Hongts^t^^at .the 
measure which he had thou^t it * 
duty to adopt was conformable to tl e 
opinion of the highest legal authorii y 
in the country, (the Lord Chancellor, 
and of the Lord Chief Justice- ofethf 
kingdom — when he found that it was 
conformable to the opinion^ of the 
greatest text writers on the law, apJ 
also to the recorded practice all 
the most eminent law servartt^s of tfte 
crown, both before and after they had 
attained the highest judicial situations 
— he felt it would be presumptuous 
him to attempt to add any weight Kr 
this mass of dead and living autb^ori- 
ties ; but though he did not think it 
necessary to detain their lordships wiih 
any remarks on this point of discus- 
sion, yet there was another point on 
which he should think it a matter of ' 
great self-reproach, if he could not 
vindicate himself to their lordships. 

It seemed that he stood before their 
lordships charged with having used 
his best endeavours to stop the pro- 
gress of blasphemy and sedition. To 
that charge he pleaded guilty; and 
while he lived he 8houJd-i*i<j«u^'>d to 
have such a charge brought against 
him. He knew that efforts unparal- 
leled had been made to carry into every' 
village and cottage in the manufactu- 
ring districts the poison of these sedi- 
tious and blasphemous doctrines. He 
had himself seen the effects of these 
pernicious doctrines on some* of these 
misguided men ; and had heard from 
some of them, while under tt^namiiiiy 
tion, the free confession that it was the 

■ \. 
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pfiiieW of thin poison that had taken 
Ipiem a«ay from their regular duties ; 

f hat up w the time of their being as- 
aHed wim those publications, they 
^ad been imustriousand well-affected 
; but thht them- 
^selves, an(»hundr^8 of their unfortu- 
na te^neig lfcours, had b&n corrupted 
JjfyTfie^Mdious principles dissemina- 
ted by these itinerant hawkem? of sedi- 

B >l^hemy. Never was there 
till the present, when blas- 
la BO completely enlisted in 
:e of sedition. A greater 
»f persons could read now 
ly former period ; they were 
□rmed ; they were collected 
^ore in farge bodies, especially in ma- 
TtV&cturing towns; there was also, he 
wa^iii^rry to say, more ale-houses. 
BIsiaes, these publications were very 
cheap, almost gratuitous; and the se- 
ditious and blasphemous dealers were 
*ifcffi«s;^t, in order to disseminate their 
‘ uiischievouB wares more widely. Such 

a the case, the magistrates be- 
alarmed, and applied to him 
d S.) for instructions. It was 
aaid'that the proceedings ought to be 
by indictment ; but this^ could not be, 
till the next quarter-sessions ; and by 
that time these wandering venders 
might have removed to another quar- 
ter of the country. ^ 

Earl Grey declared that every thing 
he had heard only tended to confirm 
him in his original opinion. He called 
for law, and the^ gave him authority ; 
3e iberate discussion, and 

piey. gave him bare assertions. — The 
motion, however, was negatived by a 
■majority of 75 to 19. 

. On the 25th of June, the same sub- 
ject was brought before the Commons 
oy Sir Samuel Komilly, who contend- 
ed that no more dangerous power was 
ever assumed by any servant of the 
crown. By the command of any ma- 
ipatrat^a person might be held to 


bail, or sent to prison, on the oath of 
an informer. No newspaper, in any 
part of the country, could criticise 
the conduct of ministers, or render it- 
self obnoxious to some busy magis- 
trate, without the danger of expc^'*’»J 
its author to imprisonment and ex- 
pence, without trial. The tyranny of 
the reign of Charles II. could not be 
greater than this. — The motion, how- 
ever, was negatived by a majority of 
157 to 49. 

On the 9th of July, Mr Wilberforce 
brought forward a motion on the sub- 
ject of the slave trade. He described 
the manner and extent in which this 
horrible traffic was still persisted in. 
The Hon. Gentleman said, he was 
afraid that even a great many Ameri- 
can subjects, and much American pro- 
perty, had been embarked in the slave 
trade. It had also been greatly car- 
ried on in the colonies on the coasjt 
near Goree, since they have been re- 
stored to the French. There was rea- 
son to believe that in one Dutch colo- 
ny, the slave trade had been favoured 
by one individual very greatly. As to 
Sweden and Denmark, no complaint 
could be made. But Portugal, not- 
withstanding our favours, had carried 
on this infamous traffic to a great ex- 
tent. All, however, sunk in this scale 
compared with the devastations of 
Spain, whose conduct in encouraging 
so infamous a traffic, he spoke of in 
the most glowing terms of indigna- 
tion. In places where schools had 
been established, and eiforts made to 
induce the chieftains to supply their 
wants by peaceful industry and legiti- 
mate commerce,, the Spaniards laboar- 
ed to persuade them to return to their 
61d jhabits of selling their subjects, and 
making war upon neighbours. 

The Spanish ships ^re crowded be- 
yond all precedent! In one instance 
it had been stdted, that of 540 negroes 
embarked, 340 had died. By a paper 
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obtained by the Cortes, it appeared 
that there had been imported into the 
Havannah in eleven years, from 1799 
to 1811, about 110,000, or 10,000 
per year, and in the three last years 
lH.w;tiportation had been much great- 
er. The Spanish and Portuguese flags 
formed also a covert for the illicit tra- 
ders of other nations. Mr Wilberforce 
concluded with moving an address to 
the Prince Regent, praying that his 
Royal Highness w’ould still endeavour 
to obtain the total abolition of this 
traffic. '* 

Lord Castlereagh stated, that since 
the treaty of Paris, we had been in ne- 
gociation with Spain and Portugal for 
the abolition of this trade ; but he felt 
it difficult at present to enter into any 
statement of the progress of these ne- 
gociations. He hoped, that by?the 
next meeting of Parliament he would 
he able to submit to it the result of 
these negociations. He could not say 
that this result would be complete ; 
but as far as it should go, he hoped 
it would be satisfactory. 

A number of members delivered 
their sentiments, all in unison with the 
motion, which was then put and car- 
ried. 

On the following day, Lord Gren- 
ville made a motion to the F,ame effect 
in the House of Peers ; when he re- 
ceived from Lord Liverpool a similar 
assurance, that government would use 
every effort in their power for the sup- 
pression of this odious traffic. 

On the 18th of March, Mr Lyttle- 
ton rose to bring forward a motion for 
the abolition of lotteries. The Hon. 
Gentleman contended, that this mode 
of raising money was improvident, and 
the expence of collecting it was great- 
er than thab* of collecting any other 
tax of equal re^mue. The estimated 
amount annually\Vas 550,000/. ; for 
this year he would take it at 500,000/. 
only. He went over the items in re- 


spect of charge, the price of 
ets, &c., and was of opinion 
culating all these sums, the p ac- 
tually paid 840,000/. in ord br.ng 
into the Treasury a 8u*k^ about 
570,000/. The 

referred to the scheme of present 
lottery, which he pointed ®®.R>und- 

ed on fallacious views, iitsdeail eft 
220,00(V. in prizes, the real value 
would only be 108,000/._..Mr L. con- 
tended that the preamble of the lit- 
tle ,Go Act would equally apply 
the Great Go Lottery. TheJLd-d 
Mayor had expressed satisfaction tha- 
he was about to bring forwards th ' 
subject, for he knew the evil was in- 
creasing, and required correction ; the^ 
Corporation of London, too, justifl-d 
the opinion which the respe^iable 
Chief Magistrate had giveii, for they 
had petitioned the House to abolich 
lotteries. Another evil of lotteries 
was, the great patronage which iir<cre- 
ated, by providing more than 30 rf- 
lices, most of them sinecures. 4 He 
then concluded by moving a set of re- 
solutions, that by the cstablishmevn o ’* 
Slate Lotteries, a system of gambling 
had been promoted, which ultimately 
tended to diminish the resources of' 
the country. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
trusted the H^juse would weigh most 
seriously before it gave up any part of 
the revenue of the country, at a time 
so precarious as the present. With 
respect to the system of lotteries be- 
ing unlawful and ulrrn all 

games of chance were held to be so. 
he could not see how lotteries could 
be so considered ; and he believed the 
severest moralist had never carried his 
speculations so far. A man might find 
(if he were determined on it) a great 
many ways to ruin himself without ha- 
ving recourse to the lottery. Every 
precaution had been taken by the go- 
vernment to diminish the te^tatio^s 
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:o gaiiN^lin^ and insurances in the lot- Committee, he would have seen, that 
tery, bV raising the price of tickets to at the time of the drawing of the lot- 
preventi^he lower orders from embark- teries, the trades that supplied the ne- 
[ng in thdJotteries. Every endeavour cessaries of life were nearly at a stand ; 
bad been i^ed to abolish Litsle Goes ; and the only trade that flourished was 
jhd, in4eeC^'e*:3r^8peci^ of gambling the pawnbroker. He read 8e’'f»*:l 
:onnected*with the lotteries. The late lottery advertisements, shewing the 
Mr Percifal had considerably reduced allurements held out to industrious 
Se number of pej-sons in the lottery bodies, to induce them to embark in 
department ; and it would not be ad- the destructive gambling system of the 
visible to reduce the commissioners of lotteries. These lottery people select- 
lottery any farther. The honour- ed the most honest and industrious 


le gentleman seemed to have a very 
range idea of lotteries, for he gave it 
IS his opiniotii; that if the contractors 

t^sell a single ticket, they would 

3e gaineih by the contract. On the 
:ontrary; the contractors for lotteries 
^^d several times*lost by that specula- 
:iMt^ As to the scruples of the city 
IT Londbn with respect to lotteries, 
ibeyhad only seized the city lately ; for 
It is not many years ago that the city 
gd^n^Act of Parliament for a lottery 
jf its own, of which the principal 
prize was a house valued at 20,000/., 
incihe had been told that house was 
iTO with difficulty for 7,000/. 

, Sir S. Uomilly thought the facts 
which had formerly b^en laid before 
them, must shew sufficiently to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that it 
was high time to follow the example 
jf the city of Lond(in> and abandon 
lotteries altogether. He agreed that 
this was not a time to give up any 
:onsiderable part of our revenue ; but 
it was not a liufb also for us to give 
up j^««p{5tRA/i^the morals of the peo- 
ple.. The revenue was, nevertheless, 
injured by the number of persons who 
were reduced to parochial relief by 
the evil of gambling in the lotteries. 
So frequent were lotteries now, that 
to use the words of a contractor, “ the 
public was not recovered from one lot- 
tery before another was drawn.” If 
the right honourable gentleman had 
atten^jiff to the report of a former 


persons to sgread their poison among 
them. There seemed to him a most 
utter incongruity, how the right ho- 
nourable gentleman could one day pre- 
side at a Bible Society, and the next 
at a meeting of lottery contractors. 
If the right honourable gentleman 
could go into the work-houses, pri- 
sons, and mad-houses, to see the per- 
sons now distressed and agonized by 
the proved consequences of the lot- 
tery, he did not believe that he could 
still persevere in them ; much less 
would he cast a sneer at the city of 
London for having recently given up 
lotteries. 

Mr J. Ward thought we could not 
at present spare 5 or 600,000/. a-year, 
without occasioning more evils than 
those which arose from the lotteries. 
At the same time, the lottery system 
was a shameful system, liable to de- 
stroy all industry, forethought, and 
morality. Pie thought that the abo- 
lition of lotteries was a boon due to 
the English nation, as soon as we had 
a return of prosperous times. 

Lord A. Hamilton and Mr B. 
Moreland spoke in support of the mo- 
tion. The House then divided — For 
the original motion, 26 — Against it, 
72 — Majority, 46. — Adjourned. 

6n the 8th of Bonnet 

brought up a repoyi from the Police 
Committee. The Ifonourable member, 
in moving that the report should lie 
on the table, said, the Committee had 
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thought it right to divide this report 
into two classes, one of which particu- 
larly related to parliamentary rewards, 
and the other to the punishment of ju- 
venile offenders. The Committee con- 
,^ide/ed that the rewards at present ex- 
isting, usually known by the name of 
blood-money, were inducements to per- 
jury ; and minor rewards had frequent- 
ly the same effect. — He could particu- 
larly state to the House one instance 
of perjury committed for the sake of 
reward ; this was in the conviction of 
paupers. It appeared i:i evidence be- 
fore the Committee, that in one parish 
a person had been detected giving mo- 
ney to poor persons in the street, for 
the very purpose afterwards of taking 
them to a police-office, informing 
against them as paupers, and getting 
the reward of 10s. upon each convic- 
tion. The honourable gentleman then 
adverted to the great increase of juve- 
nile crimes within the last four years, 
and stated, that in 1813, the number 
of boys committed to prison under 13 
years of age was 62; in 1814*, the 
number amounted to 98 ; in 1815, it 
was 88 ; and in 1816, the number in- 
creased to 146. Another subject to 
which the Committee had paid their 
particular attention, was, that of trans- 
portation, and the expcnce which that 
system entailed on the public. Since 
1812, the number of persons trans- 
ported amounted to no less than 4659, 
of this number 226 were transported 
for 14 years, 1716 for seven years, and 
the rest for life. The expence attend- 
ing the hulks and Botany Bay was 
most enormous, and had increased of 
late years to a most alarming degree. 
Taking the average of the last 15 
years, it would be found to amount to 
no less a sum than 225,580/. anniially. 
This was a smq beyond any former 
precedent, a burCyen upon the public, 
from which they derived no adequate 
advantage. The Committee consider- 
8 


ed this as a subject deman/-<ig the 
most serious attention of p^iament, 
at as early a period as possi^^®* 

On the 28th of App» petitions 
were presented to the tv\ Houses by 
the Academical formej^. in 

London for the in'^stiga]?*^ of philo- 
sophical, lite.ary, historic^ and, above 
all, political subjects, '1;** . 

members had applied to the quarter 
sessions for a licence, under the act for 
restraining seditious assemblies, 'f^rc 
were present the Lord Mayor, .pir 
John Perring, Aldermen Spnith afid 
Domville. The two fqrmer declatvd 
their readiness to grant the^ li(:enc<' . 
hut the two latter refused." unless on 
condition of omitting polities ; which, 
as these formed the favourite topv, 
was positively refused. It was then 
ropounded, that the questions fo^i^dc- 
ate should be furnished beforehand, to 
the magistrates, subject to their ap- 
proval. This was positively rjygct- 
ed. The Mayor then, as the votes c:. 
the two sides were equal, did not think 
it in his power to grant the li(^nce. 
This subject was brought unde^*vk-* 
view of the House of Lords, by Lord 
Darnley, who observed, that no one 
of their lordships could have imagined,, 
that a case like that which he was 
about to no tice would have been brought 
under the provisions of the seditious 
meetings bill. * His lordship referred 
to the steps taken by the magistrates, , 
and the refusal to grant to the Aca- 
demical Society a licence, which has 
given rise to the presen^gjjMaijJggding, 
which was to ascerfSin whether tin. 
proper interpretation had been put on 
that hill ; and he thought this subject 
involved a most important question 
connected with the rights and privi- 
leges of tlie people of Great Britain. 
He hoped that, he should receive an 
answer from the noble Secretary for 
the Home Department, which would 
satisfy the House that the iiv^istrates 
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alludt.^ to had no authority for the 
conduV they had pursued, and he 
trusted that such expedients would 
not be allowed in future, and that such 
a construction of the act would not be 


bi: stained. 

Lord SidmoutlNepli^d;^ that he was 
utterly i^inorant of the circumstances 
lof the case alluded to ; but all he could 
say was, that there was no» clause in 
act in question which could justify 
yiich an interpretation as had been 
{nentioned. It certainly never was the 
|htention of the framers of the bill to 
put a stop (to all political discussion. 
li^.A'similar assurance was given in the 
House Commons by Mr Bathurst. 

, The last proceedings in parliament, 


sisted in Mr Brougham^s general 
tion on the state of the nation. The 


honourable gentleman took an extend* 
ed review of the conduct of ministry, 
and of all their recent proceedings, 
irarliarncntary, financial, commercial, 
and diplomatic; allof which he inveigh- 
ed , against in the strongest terms. 
Lord Castlereagh defended the con- 
ihict of ministry, and insisted, that if 
xhe honourable gentleman entertained 
such an opinion of thery as he had now 
expressed, he ought long before to 
have moved their impeachment. Sir 
F. Burdett and Mr Bennett spoke 
against ministry ; tlw Attorney-Ge- 
neral, Mr H. Addington, and Mr 
Canning, in its favour. As the debate 
consisted merely in a general review 
of former matters, all parties could 
say but what had been 
already said. Mr Brougham, whose 
object had merely been to express his 
opinion, and display his oratory, did 
not attempt to divide the House, but 
allcHved the motion to be negatived 
without a division. 


On the 12th of July, the Prince 
Regent closed the Session with the 
following speech : 

X. PAU 1 I. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen j 

I cannot close this session of par- 
liament, without renewing my expres- 
sions of deep regret at the continuance 
of his Majesty's lamented indisposi- 
tion. 

The diligence with which you 
have applied yourselves to the consi- 
deration of the different objects which 
I recommended to your attention at 
the commencement of the session, de- 
mandvS my warmest acknowledgments ; 
and I have yo doubt that the favour- 
able change which is happily taking 
place in our internal situation, is to be 
mainly ascribed to the salutary mea- 
sures which you have adopted for pre- 
serving the public tranquillity, and to 
your steady adherence to those prin- 
ciples by which the constitution, re* 
sources, and credit of the country have 
been hitherto preserved and maintain- 
ed. 

** Notwithstanding the arts and in- 
dustry which have been too success- 
fully exerted in some parts of the 
country to alienate the affections of 
his Majesty’s subjects, and to stimu- 
late them to acts of violence and in- 
surrection, I have had the satisfaction 
of receiving the most decisive proofs 
of the loyalty and public spirit of the 
great body of the people ; and the 
patience with which they have sus- 
tained the most severe temporary dis- 
tress cannot be too highly commended. 

“ I am fully sensible of the confi- 
dence which you have manifested to- 
wards me, by the extraordinary pow- 
ers which you have placed in my hands ; 
tlie necessity which has called for them 
is to me matter of deep regret ; and 
you may rely on my making a temper- 
ate Jijut effectual use of them, for the 
protection and security of his Majes- 
ty’s loyal subjects, 

“ Gentlemen of the. House of Commons^ 

r thank you for the supplies which 
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you have granted to me, and for the 
laborious investigation which, at my 
recommendation, you have made into 
the state of the income and expendi- 
ture of the country. 

has given me sincere pleasure 
to find that you have been enabled to 
provide for every branch of the public 
service without any addition to the 
burthens of the people. 

“ The state of public credit ajffords 
a decisive proof of the wisdom and ex- 
pediency, under all the ^present cir- 
cumstances, of those financial arrange- 
ments which you have adopted. 

I have every reason to believe 
that the deficiency in the revenue is, 
in a great degree, to be ascribed to 
the unfavourable state of the last sea- 
son ; and I look forward with san- 
guine expectations to its gradual im- 
provement. 

My Lor ch^ and Gentlemen y 

The measures which were in pro- 
gress at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, for the issue of a new silver coin- 
age, have been carried into execution 
in a manner which has given universal 
satisfaction ; and, to complete the sys- 
tem which has been sanctioned by 
parliament, a gold coinage of a new 
denomination has been provided for 
the convenience of the public. 


** I continue to receive from foreign 
powers the strongest assuranites of 
their friendly disposition towards this 
country, and of their desire to preserve 
the general tranquillity. 

“ The prospect o^n abundant har- 
vest throughout a ^^siderable part of 
the continent is in the high^t degree 
satisfactory.— This ^appy dispensa^'* 
tion of Pnovidence cannot fail to miti- 
gate, if not wholly to remove, that 
pressure under which so many of tKe 
nations of Europe have been suffering 
in the course of the last year ; and I 
trust that we may looli forward in , 
consequence to an improvement m the 
commercial relations of thisf and all 
other countries. 

I cannot allow you to separate 
without recommending to you, that 
upon your return to your several coun- 
ties, you should use your utmost en * 
deavours to defeat all attempts to cor- 
rupt and mislead the lower classee^cf 
the community ; and that you should 
lose no opportunity of inculcating 
amongst them that spirit of concord 
and obedience to the laws, which iS 
not less essential to their happiness as 
individuals, than it is indispensable to 
the general welfare and prosperity o 
the kingdom,"' 
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*(jenerai^ Vietv of the Polilical State of ScMland — The Scottish Bar-^-^Ascen- 
deucy of the IVhigs — State Trials — Debates in Parliament on the subject — 
N Bur)rli Reform --Montrose — Aberdeen — Dundee — Ferment in the Nation’^ 
Meetings at Kdinbur^h — Attempts to reduce the Charter of that City. 


The present year may justly be con- 
sidered as forming a memorable era in 
the annals of Scotland, less from any 
prominent events that occurred, than 
from the great change which was 
brought, or at least disclosed, in its 
.political mind. This change, unless 
in a few of its detached symptoms, 
may probably have escaped the notice 
of our southern readers ; and to them, 
therefore, it may not be unacceptable 
to receive the obseiyations of those 
wlio could mark on the spot the steps 
of this revolution, and the secret cau- 
ses by which it was prepared. 

For a very l<5ng period preceding, 
Dublic opinion liad been 
observed, in Scotland, to run very 
strongly in favour of prerogative. The 
French Revolution, indeed, excited a 
iiomcwhat brisk ebullition, the ele- 
ments of wliich, however, were rather 
active than widely diffused ; but when 
it subsided, the principles of loyalty, 
and of acquiescence in the established 
order of tilings, seemed to derive only 
new stiaM'gth from the efforts ncces- 
suppress tlicii opposites. A 


strong influence in this direction was 
doubtless produced by the energy, ad- 
dress, and popular manners of the late 
Lord Melville. The national pride 
was fluttered by seeing a Scotchman 
hold so high a place in the public 
councils ; his attention to its interests 
was unremitting ; and there remained 
always in his whole character and 
deportment something so decidedly 
Scotch, that this people never ceased 
fully to consider him as a Scotchman. 
In short, during this whole period, 
the great mass of the landed proprie- 
tors, all that high nobility whose for- 
tunes enabled them to emulate regal 
pomp, even the bulk of the middling 
and trading classes, stood firmly ar- 
rayed on the side of administration. 
The party of opposition was supported 
rather by a fev^ clever and zealous de- 
tached individuals, than by any regu- 
lar or established body. Yet, amid 
this smooth oiitwaid appearance, the 
seeds of an active i emocracy were se- 
cretly ripening. The revolutionary 
spirit, during its prevalence, had acted 
powerfully on the )outi>ful votaries of 
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learning, of whom the University of 
Edinburgh was then rearing many, 
destined to act a distinguished part in 
the intellectual professions and literary 
history of their country. Talent is 
natijrally democratic, spurning at all 
distinctions not founded on itself. At 
the private debating societies, into 
which the students of the Scottish 
universities form themselves, political 
discussion became a prominent fea- 
ture ; and it was reported, that the 
most bold and perilous questions were 
frequently agitated. The? alarm hence 
felt by the votaries of established order 
gave rise to a species of proscription, 
which barred in some degree the first 
efforts of these young men to bring 
themselves into notice. The indigna- 
tion thus inspired failed not, even after 
their first fervour had been tempered 
by maturer judgment, to fix them 
strongly in an opposite interest. In 
Scotland, abilities, unsupported by 
great wealth, can with difficulty ob- 
tain a public field for their display. 
Talent, however, must always find its 
level ; and its possessors were not long 
of discovering a theatre where they 
could act a conspicuous part, in the 
eye of their country, and even of the 
world. 

Edinburgh, thougli it possesses 
much of the brilliant and polished so- 
ciety, wants many of the usual ac- 
companiments, of a metropolitan city. 
It is neither the residence of a court, 
nor the resort of the high nobility, 
nor the theatre of any grand political 
deliberations. In the absence of these, 
the lead is taken by the inferior gentry, 
and more particularly by the intellec- 
tual professions. Among these last, 
the most brilliant class, beyond com- 
parison, is that of the practitioners at 
the bar, or, as they are here called, 
Advocates, This c^ass, be it observed, 
follow a very different train of life from 
the lawyers of tlic English metropo- 
lis ; who, shut up in their inns in al- 


most monastic seclusion, poring over 
the pandects and the digests, and im- 
mersed in the routine of daily practice, 
are in a great degree estranged from 
the circles both of literary and fashion- 
able life. In Edinburgh, on the con- 
trary, the title of^ Advocate is an in- 
troduction equally into the g^y as into 
the busy world; it is '.ssumed even as 
an orname^it by young men of fortune, 
w'ho never mean to engage in practice. 
In regard to intellectual culture, tlie 
Advocate of the old school was not ac- 
customed to travel much beyond, the 
record. His week was spent in close 
attendance on the Parliament -house, 
while the Saturday, and other occa- 
sional intervals of relaxation, Were de- 
voted to loud mirth and ample pota- 
tions. To indulge a taste, or employ 
time, in any of the branches of litera- 
ture or science, was considered a dan- 
gerous species of idleness, and as dis- 
qualifying him for his main occupa- 
tion. The young practioners, nursed 
in the school we have just described, 
introduced an entirely different train 
of ideas. The belles lettres, poetry, 
history, and antiquities, were now stu- 
died with the same v.cal as the Insti- 
tutes and Dcchiions, and came to be 
considered almost as essential to their 
credit and place in society. Such a 
train of pursuit, among a number of 
young men of splendid and highly cul- 
tivated talents, soon placed this body 
at the head of the literature of Scot- 
land. Their wits, indeed, must be 
greatly sharpened by cons^LcoIlision. 
Every morning their ^hole num&ti 
repairs to what is called the Outer 
House, a magnificent hall, not rivalling 
indeed the forensic dimensions of West- 
miiister-hall, but serving for more dig- 
nified uses. This hall forms a vast 
coll'ec-housc, in which all things con- 
nected with business, literature, and 
the world, are daily debated. Espe- 
cial regard is, indeed, had to whatever 
conduces to the production of tK’rth.; 
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but this does not supersede many grave 
and serious discussions. Great benefit 
must also accrue from the extensive 
observation of human nature, and the 
affairs of life, which is afforded upon 
the continually v^j^ing theatre of civil 
and criminal proceCTijing8. This body 
have thus co^^lctely given the tone 
fto Scottish literSture. They have in- 
fused into it a very differen^character 
from that which rendered it illustrious 
ill the former age. The tone was then 
given by the presbyterian church of 
Scotland, and produced a grave and 
highly resjJbctablc literature, which 
busied itself little with ephemeral to- 
pics, but was chiefly employed upon 
immutable truths, and the permanent 
interests of society. The literature of 
the present day is gay, busy, alive to 
the present scene; — periodical criti- 
cism, popular political discussion, and 
the painting of manners, form its rul- 
ing themes. I'hc knowledge of the 
world, the gaiety, and the business- 
like style, conspicuous in its produc- 
tions, have rendered them the most 
extensively popular of any in the pre- 
sent, or perhaps any former age. 

We have already hinted at the cau- 
ses which directed towards the popu- 
lar side a large proportion of the rising 
Scottish talent. From other causes 
connected with the ebservations now 
stated, the great mass of it directed 
itself to the bar. This profession, 
from the ample share of government 
patronage included within its limits, 
jai^tdiave seemed calculated to turn 
the views of some into a new channel. 
Principle, however, and the pride of 
independence, was more powerful than 
interest : and the emoluments of a 
highly employed advocate are such as 
to render a seat on the bench eligible 
only in the decline of life. Meantime, 
the very circumstance of the great 
proportional number of the Scottish 
causes a continual drain upon 
'^he loyal part of the bar ; and the 


transference of an adherent from the 
habits of an active and zealous law- 
yer, to the tranquil and routine life of 
a judge, is very disadvantageous to the 
interests of administration. From one 
cause or another, so it happened, that 
at the period now under consideration, 
all the most eminent and illustrious 
characters at the bar stood in direct 
opposition to the ruling powers. It 
would be difficult, amid all the shift- 
ing scenes which Scottish society has 
presented, Ip select a more brilliant 
groupe. We need only mention Cleric ^ 
the son of an illustrious father, whom 
he surpassed, at least as to public life; 
wffiosc age, long established practice, 
and thorough legal knowledge, placed 
him at the head of his party, and of 
the bar. This gentleman belonged, 
indeed, rather to the old school, being 
more distinguished for deep law and 
forcible pleading, than for general 
knowledge. Some eccentricities of 
manner, and ^effusic^ of humorous 
spleen, by the repetition of which so- 
ciety was amused, aided in rendering 
him a conspicuous personage in the 
city. Cranston presented a quite dif- 
ferent personage, marked by a de- 
portment eminently correct, polished, 
and dignified — the model of a lawyer 
and a gentleman; and, in short, one of 
the most accomplished characters of 
which any bar can boast. Here, by 
the way, we cannot help remarking 
how slowly these high qualities arc 
recognized, when not renderedyji^wflw/ 
by some admixture of weakness and 
eccentricity. Mr Cranston remained 
long without any employment what- 
ever; insomuch, that at one time he 
quilted the bar in despair, and for se- 
venal years employed his splendid ta- 
lents in marshalling a troop of dra- 
goons. Jcfl'rcy, whose fame in letters 
admits only of one rival, is also the 
most popular speaker in the Scottish 
courts ; involving his auditors in a 
thread of lively, delicate, rapid, and 
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varied illustration, till they are entan* 
gled, and cannot escape. In every 
criminal trial, and, since the introduc- 
tion of the Jury Court, in every jury 
trial, his presence is considered indis- 
pensable ; and these being the only law 
proceedings which excite a popular 
interest, Mr Jeffrey makes thus, in the 
eye of the public, the most conspicu- 
ous figure at the Scottish bar. Op- 
posite to him is usually stationed Cock- 
buruy producing similar effects by a 
quite opposite strain of ora^iory— plain, 
homely, downright, full of clear and 
forcible reality. This gentleman had 
given the most unequivocal proof of 
sincerity, when, the nephew of Lord 
Melville, he sacrificed in the cause of 
Whiggism the highest legal honours 
which government liad to bestow, and 
which would have courted his accep- 
tance. Space would fail us to com- 
memorate iMoncncpy the son of one 
of the most eminent clergymen in the 
Scottish churcl%and himself already 
rivalling the vigour and legal know- 
ledge of Clerk ; — Murray y prompt, 
shewy, eloquent; — and others who 
might have been worthy of mention : 
AU these, however, had remained for 
some time in a tolerably quiescent 
state, and opposed only a tranquil and 
passive resistance to the measures of 
administration ; but the time was now 
come, when all their hostile energies 
were to be roused into action. 

It is worthy of remark, that the 
separation so total, which we have ob- 
served to take place in England be- 
tween the Whig and the popular par- 
ties, never could be said to have ex- 
tended to Edinburgh. The Whig 
chiefs there continued always to es- 
pouse the side and cause of the peo- 
ple, so far as they could so with any 
sort of propriety. ^ Ample scope was 
afforded, when the distress, and conse- 
quent discontent, prevalent throughout 


the kingdom, began to be felt in full 
force in the western manufacturing 
districts. The elements now began 
to ferment, which afterwards burst 
forth in such rash and violent attempts 
to subvert the cstabl^hed authorities. 
Information bqin^,"^ received of despe- 
rate designs in agitatiqj^ \ a considera- 
ble number of arrests took place in 
Glasgow, 'and some other towns in tlic 
counties of Ayr and Dunbarton. Af- 
ter due precognitions, a certain num- 
ber were selected to stand trial for se- 
ditious practices, and to deter others, 
by their punishment, from following 
this pernicious example. The Whig 
phalanx deemed it now their part to 
come forward and tender their volun- 
tary aid to all who might stand indict- 
ed for political offences. As the hour 
of trial approached, the whole body 
appeared ostentatiously drawn up in 
battle-array, and presenting a front 
that seemed sufficient to intimidate 
the boldest prosecutor. In disturbed 
times, the most important person in 
Scotland, and on whom the tranquil- 
lity of the kingdom mainly depends, 
is the Lord Advocate. The circum- 
stances which we have mentioned as 
so materially affecting the loyalty of 
the whole body, rendered it difficult 
to find an individual possessed of those 
high qualities which the exigency re- 
quired. Maconochie, son to an able 
and distinguished judge, was consider- 
ed a young man of tal^jnt ; but he had 
little experience, and could not be ex- 
pected to muster law sufficient to I:**, 
tend with all the first authorities at the 
bar. He was reckoned, moreover, 
precipitate, and liable to act without 
that caution and circumspection, so 
requisite in the presence of the mighty 
host that stood arrayed against him. 
The first prosecution, however, that 
of McLaren and Baird, was in so far 
successful; though high admiration 
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was still commanded by the talents of 
the Whig advocates who conducted 
the defence. The case of Neil Dou- 
glas had not so fortunate an issue.* 
But the grand display of strength was 
made in attacking the indictments 
raised against Ed^r and Mackinlay, 
particularly die The Whig 

. phalanx, applying the whole power of 
/their ingenuity^nd legal knowledge 
to sift these to the bottom, Yound out 
forms and expressions which they suc- 
ceed.ed in representing as irregular; 
and the crown officers were obliged to 
give up two of the indictments against 
Mackinlay, and to raise a third. This 
'Raising of three successive indictments 
for the same offence, gave occasion to 
loud complaints, and the subject was 
even introduced before the House of 
Commons. Lord A. Hamilton said 
^the suspension of the habeas corpus 
liad been productive of one of the most 
vexatious prosecutions which had ever 
come before a court of justice. The 
case he alluded to had occurred in 
Scotland. The person who was con- 
cerned had been indicted once, and the 
indictment had been withdrawn ; he 
^ had been indicted a second time, and 
the indictment had been a second time 
withdrawn ; and he understood it was 
intended to indict him a third time. 

Mr Brougham was surprised that 
his Majesty’s ministers had given no 
answer to his noble friend ; no answer 
to an allegation, that a man had been 
put three times#>n his defence. {Heat'y 
hear.) He knew, that by the Scotch 
most unhappily for Scotland, a 
■ party might be tried a thousand times 
for the same offence, if the law offi- 
cers of the crown thought it advisable. 
Ti'he House had been informed, that 
the first indictment against this unfor- 
tunate man, charged with high trea- 
son, had been quashed by the court ; 
there had been one trial, one deten- 


tion in prison, one solitary confine- 
ment, one period of painful suspense ; 
then came a second charge, a second 
imprisonment, a second period of sus- 
pense, a second judgment, and a se- 
cond indictment quashed. The crown 
officers, not satisfied with this, were 
now preparing a third torture for this 
unfortunate man. It was impossible 
to say what would now be the decision 
of the court, but no lawyer who read 
the indictment could have any doubts 
as to its inefficacy. If the prosecu- 
tors failed oit this occasion, would they 
commence a fourth time ? 

Mr Finlay felt disgusted and disap- 
pointed, as did the whole Scotch na- 
tion, that an individual should be con- 
fined to a solitary prison, and tried 
over and over again, merely because 
the Lord Advocate was unable to 
draw an indictment. He complained 
that the legal affairs of that country 
were placed in such hands, that it was 
impossible such circumstances should 
not frequently recur. An indictment 
had been three times quashed, and 
might, perhaps, meet with the same 
fate a fourth time. Was it to be en- 
dured that his Majesty’s ministers 
should allow the law to be in the 
hands of a person who could not draw 
an indictment? while the consequence 
might be, that, after all, the man 
would escape, whether innocent or 
guilty? The law of Scotland was 
right enough in itself — it allowed an 
indictment |to be repeatedly amended 
in point of form and before trial ; but 
who ever heard of an indictment being 
preferred three times for the same of- 
fence, after the case had been argued ? 
On these grounds, he thought the 
thanks of the honourable gentlemen 
were due to the noble lord who had 
brought the subject before the notice 
of the House. 

Ministers declared that they could 
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not be expected to answer every ques- 
tion started as to events that took 
place at the distance of four hundred 
miles. They felt the highest confi- 
dence in the Lord Advocate, and were 
convinced, if there was any defect, it 
was in the law itself. In a few days, 
however, the Lord Advocate himself 
appeared in the House, and entered 
iiito a full justification of his conduct. 
He observed, that by the law of Scot- 
land, sixty days may elapse after a 
party is indicted, before he is tried. 
The prisoner, Mackinlay^was charged 
with treason and felony; and, there- 
fore, if separate indictments were fram- 
ed, the prisoner might have been de- 
layed above a hundred days ; but he 
(the Lord Advocate) had joined the 
two offences in one indictment, for the 
ease and advantage of the prisoner. 
So far from the friends of the parties 
being refused admission to the prison, 
the greatest facilities were afforded, 
and the Lord Advocate himself, though 
pressed with business, attended to their 
situation minutely. They were pla- 
ced in a particular prison, because it 
was the most healthy in Edinburgh, 
and the district prison was extremely 
unwholesome. It was not the law of 
Scotland, that an individual could be 
tried a thousand times for the same 
crime ; but the public prosecutor can 
abandon an indictment before trial. 
The indictment is laid before the court 
before trial, and the judges first con- 
sider the law, and whether the facts 
bear out the indictment ; at that period 
the court may, if they think fit, re- 
fuse to grant the motion for the pri- 
soner's trial. A prisoner, therefore, 
could not be brought to trial twice. 
The administration of justice in Scot- 
land had been falsely arraigned, und 
that during a trial. As to oppression, 
he could not have been guilty of it, 
unless the court had been in a conspi- 


racy with him. So far from two in- 
dictments having been quashed, not 
one was quashed. He had never de- 
layed bringing prisoners to trial. — 
Within a week after the prisoner had 
been committed, he attended to the 
settling of the indictment. It was at 
first drawn up* ^ra charge of felony. 
He thought it fair tj.at every thing 
should be put on tht record, to give 
the prisoner a fair notice ; and this was 
done. There were long debates on 
this addition to the indictment and 
in consequence of this, though not of 
any thing that fell from the court, a 
new indictment was framed ; and so 
far from any complaint being made Oi, 
the score of delay, the prisoner asked 
15 days more. The court then de- 
sired to consider whether the felony 
were merged in the treason, ( for the 
English law of treason was not well 
understood there, ) and subsequently 
suggested an alteration in the form of 
the indictment ; and no objection was 
made to the relevancy of this latter 
altered indictment. 

Little was said in answer to these, 
observations ; the Lord Advocate re- 
turned to Scotland, and the trial pro- 
ceeded. It thin, however, appeared 
that the principal witness, who was in 
the interest of the pannel, had con- 
trived to inveigle the law officers into 
something like *a promise of reward, 
in case of his testimony being favour- 
able to the prosecution. The witness, 
on being brought to the bar, disclos- 
ed all the circumstances of this tfans-. 
action ; in consequence of which,"^* . 
testimony was rejected, and the pri- 
soner acquitted.^ 

The public interest excited by these 
proceedings, and the splendid displays 
of talent on the popular side, threw a 
lustre on a cause, which seemed to ab- 
sorb within itself all the ability of the 
most intellectual body in Scotland. 
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Other symptoms were not wanting of 
a considerable change in the senti- 
ments of the great body of the people. 
TJie Scottish newspapers had hitherto 
been conducted in a plain and unpre- 
tending style ; nothing was expected 
fcom them beyond^ simple record of 
facLS) interspe^ed wJJlj Occasional pa- 
-negyrics on tmL existing administra- 
tion. The present year Wcis marked 
by the commencement of a journal 
. devoted solely to discussion, and in 
Wthich the highest doctrines of Whig- 
gism, not untinctured with democra- 
cy, were dajingly and ably supported. 
An extensive circulation proved its 
^TTflaptation to the public taste ; nor 
were there wanting provincial papers 
which struck a still bolder note, rival- 
ling the most licentious effusions of 
the London press. The flame, how- 
ever, might have insensibly evaporat- 
ed, had not a question occurred, by 
which it was concentrated into one 
focus : this was Burgh llcfhrm. 

It appears not a little remarkable, 
that, among a people so prompt both 
with the pen and the sword — whose 
^nobles claimed a peculiar independ- 
ence, and almost equality with the 
monarch, and were so forward to rise 
in arms to avenge real or supposed 
wrongs, the system of political insti- 
tution should have been so much less 
liberal than in England. The esta- 
blishment of the Lords of Articles, 
and the whole constitution of the Scot- 
tish parliamcnt^twas such as to afford 
to tne sovereign an almost unlimited 
yJtfer in the enactment of laws. To 
Rthese rude barons, the residence of the 
metropolis, and the forms of legisla- 
tive assemblies, were peculiarly irk- 
sbme ; and they willingly acquiesced 
in arrangements, by which all public 
measures were previously prepared, 
and waited only they formal sanction. 
Even the rude independent power of 
which they boasted, rendered them, 
pmb&bly, little studious of constitu- 


tional liberty. Whatever wrongs they 
might sustain from the legislature, 
their own good sword was always rea- 
dy to afford them redress. They, 
therefore, quietly permitted the sove- 
reign to make almost such laws as he 
pleased, only reserving to themselves 
the liberty of obeying them or not, as 
they might find convenient. This de- 
lusive facility in passing laws, and pe- 
ril in executing them, was probably 
one main cause of the disasters with 
which the fate of the Stuarts was so 
deeply cheqifered. 

The chief monument now remain- 
ing in Scotland, of the legislative des- 
potism which was combined with so 
fierce a practical independence, ap- 
pears in the construction of her burgh 
polity. In the infant state of trade 
and the arts, the insignificance of the 
towns secured them, probably, from 
any interference, and they were al- 
lowed to govern themselves by magi- 
strates of their own appointment. As 
they grew into importance, the disor- 
ders to which the exercise of liberty 
is more or less liable, afforded a pre- 
tence for the act of 1469, establishing 
the system of self-election, in which 
the old magistrates chuse the new ones, 
and the council continues still an- 
other and the same.’^ This system, 
in whole or in the greater part, has 
ever since continued to be that of all 
the burghs of Scotland. There might 
not be room strongly to object to a 
certain degree of permanence in the 
municipal councils of a city. In the 
freest republics, it has been found ad- 
vantageous to have some senate, some- 
thing fixed, which might prevent pub- 
lic measures from varying with every 
breath of popular opinion. But when- 
ever this permanent or self-elected 
body forms, as in all the Scottish 
burghs, the majority of the council, 
the natural combination which takes 
place between its members enables 
them to absorb the whole administra- 
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tion, and throws out the representa- 
tive members, even when pretty nu- 
merous. A species of oligarchy is thus 
formed, not founded on any natural 
or substantial basis, nor likely to feel 
always a common interest with the rest 
of the citizens. Even in the few re- 
presentative members admitted into 
the councils, the appointment was sub- 
jected to a capricious and tyrannical 
restriction. The trade was required 
to draw up a list or lect, which was 
delivered to the old council, who struck 
out one- half of the nartles ; in which 
mutilated state it was delivered to these 
worthy persons, to make their elec- 
tion out of. Thus the members of a 
trade could not chuse as its deacon 
the person who held the first, or even 
the second or third place in their es- 
teem. 

These defects in the burgh system 
of Scotland had long been viewed with 
afiliction by those who undertook to 
advocate her national rights. So ear- 
ly as 1783 and 1784*, delegates from 
all the burgesses of Scotland met at 
Edinburgh, with the view of obtaining 
sets on a more liberal and rational plan. 
The lead was taken by Mr Fletcher, 
a most respectable advocate, round 
whom rallied all the Whigs of Scot- 
land, not forming then so imposing a 
body as they do now. Laudably stu- 
dious, however, rather of gaining the 
object in view, than of gratifying par- 
ty animosities, they used all their ef- 
forts to have the subject brought un- 
der the consideration of parliament, 
by a member supposed to possess the 
confidence of ministry. The indepen- 
dent spirit and zealous patriotism of 
Mr Dempster of Dunnichen seemed 
to point him out as the individual from 
whom most was to be hoped. From 
Mr Dempster, however, they met with 
an unexpected repulse ; that gentle- 
man declaring his obligations to the 
Scottish town councils to be so great, 
that he could not honourably become 


an instrument in their overthrow.— 
Lord Melville was next applied to, 
but frankly declared that ne would 
not support, but oppose, any change 
in the Scottish burgh constitution. 
They were constrained, therefore, to 
have recourse to opposition mepi- 
bers, by whtvrrthej^^were received 
with open arms. Sheridan es- 

poused their cause with peculiar zeal$ 
and though the affair was delayed from 
year to year by difficulties of form, 
and protracted investigations, yefr'in 
the year 1793, they obtained a report, 
which seemed to promise the happiest 
success. At that critical moment, the 
French revolutionary excesses rose to 
their utmost height, and created in the 
minds of all sober men a panic dread 
of every shade of reform. It became 
evident, therefore, to the most zealous 
advocates of the measure, that this 
was not a time when it was possible to 
attempt carrying it through. The pro- 
position, therefore, was entirely with- 
drawn, and seemed to have sunk into 
total oblivion, when a single circum- 
stance, acting upon the inflammable 
spirit of the nation, caused the zeal - 
for reform to burst forth with tenfold 
energy. '' 

The burghs of Scotland, in the li- 
mited and undisturbed sphere within 
which they had carried on their elec- 
tions, were apt to slide into a some- 
what lax observance of those forms 
which had been demanded by the ori- ^ 
ginal set. Montrose appears to have 
taken a most extraordinary latitude ; 
the election in that burgh havin^f«6i 
two successive years, been made, with- 
out any authority, by ballot. The 
last election thus made was appealed 
against by several members of the for- 
mer council ; and though it was al- 
leged, that they, having acquiesced in 
the measure at the time, had no title 
now to complain, the Court of Session 
declared the course of proceeding il- 
legal, and the present magistrates to 
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have no title to the places which they 
held. This sentence being acquiesced 
• in, the town was left without a magis- 
tracy, the place of which was supplied 
by an interim arrangement with the 
sheriff-substitute. In such a crisis, 
th^ Scottish burglar were, by their 
constitution, pH^ed in it very peculiar 
s^uation. The liiggistrates not being 
xhoeen by any permanent body of elec- 
tors, but by the old council, which, 
Sft^ naming them, had ceased to ex- 
ist,^llere remained now, when their 
career was so abruptly brought to its 
term, no m«ans of supplying their 
r jj l g ce. The burgh was therefore in a 
species of extinct state, and could re- 
new its action only by an authority 
emanating from the same source, the 
sovereign power, whence its privileges 
'y4rc at fifst derived. In this crisis, 
the magistrates, the burgesses, and the 
principal inhabitants, acted with an 
entire unanimity. They joined in a 
petition to the crown for a new set, 
and for the renewal of the broken 
chain of magistracy by a poll election. 
Such a proposition was likely to be 
Seceived with jealousy by the execu- 
tive power, in whose eyes all change, 
'especially on the popular side, is na- 
turally suspicious. Being considered, 
however, as a detached measure, not 
as the first wave of a nyghty stream of 
innovation, there appeared no suffi- 
cient reason for not gratifying the 
wishes of so respectable a body. The 
petition, therefoil*, being favourably 
rj[jjUj^rtecl on by the Lord Advocate, 
was granted, and a warrant of the 
frivy Council issued accordingly. 
This new set, after all, presented a 
very small portion of that freedom of 
election which has been boasted of by 
the votaries of reform. The council 
consists of nineteen; while, at the end 
jf the year, ten chosen by the 
ourgesscs mid guild brethren, who. 


with two appointed by the nineteen,, 
constitute the rtetv counciL The old 
and the new council together then elect 
the new magistrates,* It is evident^ 
then, the whole electing body consist- 
ing of thirty.one, that the representa- 
tive number of ten will form only a 
very small minority. The old coun- 
cil, mustering twenty. one, remain ab- 
solute masters of the election, and can. 
perpetuate their power as completely' 
as in any other of the closest burghs^ 
The real advantage gained by the po- 
pular side was in the poll election^ 
when being superior in number, they- 
introduced their chiefs into the magis- 
tracy, and could then view with in- 
difference or with pleasure a system 
which secured the permanence of any 
party that was once established. By 
the public in general, no defect was 
perceived in this constitution. It was 
viewed with universal admiration and 
envy, and soon excited in other burgh* 
a desire to obtain similar immunities. 
Meantime, events of an almost unpre- 
cedented nature were occurring else- 
where, which seemed to remove every 
doubt as to the necessity of a radical 
change. The burgh of Aberdeen was 
reduced to the necessity of declaring; 
itself bankrupt to a vast extent ; and 
the magistrates, retiring from office ia 
despair, emitted an address to their 
successors, in which they stated their 
decided opinion, that the present 
mode of election of the Town Coun- 
cil, and management of the town^s 
allairs, art* radically defective and im- 
provident, tending to give to any in- 
dividual or party who may be so in- 
clined, ail excessive and unnatural pre- 
ponderance ; and to foster and encou- 
rage^a system of secrecy and conceal- 
ment, under which the most upright 
and best iiiteiitioncd magistrates may 
not be able to acquire that thorough 
knowledge of the situation of the 
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bur^h, which is requisite to the due 
administration of its affairs.” They 
added, that some change ought to 
be effected in the manner of electing 
the council, and an effectual controul 
given to the citizens over the expen- 
diture of the town's office-bearers/* 
This remarkable declaration, elicited 
by a catastrophe so signal, produced 
a strong sensation, and was heighten- 
ed by what took place at Dundee, 
where discontents had been long fer- 
menting. Provost Riddoch, who for 
forty years had been at the head of 
this, the closest burgh, perhaps, in 
Scotland, publicly declared his con- 
viction of the expediency of applying 
for a new set, as a measure likely to 
promote the most important interests 
of the city. The ferment in men’s 
minds was now universal. The mighty 
series of recent political changes, the 
splendid succession of British triumphs, 
the revolutions which had changed 
the aspect of Europe, were entirely 
forgotten ; nothing was talked of but 
burgh reform. At Glasgow, Ayr, 
Paisley, Inverness, Dumfries, Perth, 
even in the secondary burghs of Mus- 
selburgh, Annan, Forres, Inverkeith- 
ing, and many others, meetings were 
held and measures taken, for attaining 
this general object of desire. The 
proceedings in the capital, however, 
by the zeal with which they were car- 
ried on, and the great theatre on which 
they were acted, soon engrossed the 
almost exclusive attention of Scottish 
burgh politicians. 

Edinburgh is not on the closest 
model of Scottish burghs. Of its 
council of thirty-three, fourteen arc 
elected by the trades ; a privilege not 
granted by the Act HSO, but obtain- 
ed at some p^^riod now too dislarit to 
be ascertained. Of these fourteen re- 
presentatives, or deacons^ eight arc ex- 
traordinary, whose votes are called for 
only on certain occasions. Even this 


limited extent of election is fettered 
by the council striking off three from 
the leet of six, presented to it by the 
trades. As soon as the cause of Scot- 
tish burgh reform seemed to wear a 
prosperous aspect, all the patriotic 
spirits of this jj^/at metropolis wire 
at work. The jihalanxr'dt thebarv^ould 
gladly have volunte4ed their services 
on such an occasion ; but the etiquette * 
of rank, fastidiously adhered to in this 
profession, absolutely forbids an adyo 
cate from engaging in any trade, ‘or 
even mercantile employment, by virtue 
of which admission could be procured 
into the municipal bodies. But th^ro^ 
was another class, in relation to whofn 
no such bar existed. These were the 
Writers to the ISignet, a body who 
carry on nearly the same business r s 
the English attornies, but occupy he?*? ' 
a much more conspicuous place in so- 
ciety. Carrying on all the proceedings 
before the courts of law, and having 
nearly all the great estates in Scotland 
under their management, they possess 
a greater mass of wealth than the prac- 
titioners at the bar ; and though they 
do not display the same literary talent^ “ 
and varied information ; yet knowledge 
of the world, and habits of steady ap- 
plication, qualify them for the conduct 
even of difficult affairs. Although the 
general tendency of this body wasvdc- 
cidedly ministerial, yet several of its 
most eminent and leading members had ^ 
gone zealously into the opposite inte- 
rest. This body, in their proper cha- 
racter, had no place in the counc^pf 
the city; but there was nothing iir 
their situation which was supposed 
inconsistent with their engaging, real- 
ly or formally, in employments which 
gave them a place either in the guil- 
dry, or in some one or other of the 
incorporated trades. Several were 
thus enabled actively to co-operate 
with this part of their fellow-citizens, 
and had the advantage of rallying 
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round their party all that numerous 
body, who were bent upon a reform in 
jbc constitution of the burgh. 

Although the trades burgesses of 
Edinburgh possessed, within certain 
limits, the power of electing represen- 
tatives or deacons y eV merchant bur- 
gesses, though ^superui-f^class, enjoy- 
ed no such privilege. The members of 
rfne, council taken out of th^r body, 
were created by an entire and exclu- 
>^ve system of self-election. Impelled 
by^1%#6e considerations, a meeting was 
called of the Merchant Company, and 
a set of resolutions were moved. Re- 
ferring to the example of Montrose, 
TKes^ resolutions pledged them to ex- 
ertion in obtaining for the burgesses 
of Edinburgh an influence in the ad- 
ministration of their own alFairs, and 
•ai improvement in the set of the city. 
*ilhe member who made the motion 


attempted to gild the pill by declaring 
it was not the men he arraigned, it was 
the system itself that ought to be con- 
demned ; a system which one would 
think had been devised for the purpose 
of crushing virtuous exertion, and fos- 
^,ering corruption. The wonder was, 
not that corruption and malversation 
•should have been found Tn the govern- 
ment of the buighs, but that there had 


been so much of a counteracting prin- 
ciple ill the personal i^haracter of the 
m^istrates to resist the influence of 
^corruption.’' These softenings did not 
prevent the magistrates, with all their 


connections and Supporters, from ve- 
heme ntly opposing the motion ; not- 
St a riding whicli it was carried by 


^ majority of two to one, there being 
17b for, and 87 against it. 

While all descriptions of men were 
drawing forth their lost rights from 
the dubt of antiquity, the guild bre- 
thren of Edinburgh deemed it expe- 
dient for them to cjd^JmC forward. The 
existence of a mercantile guild in Edin- 
burgh vvalT attested by a charter of 
lames VI., by the title of guild bro- 


L07 

thcr attached to that of burgess, with 
the payment of a corresponding entry 
money, and by the annual appointment 
of a dean. Yet the functions of the 
body had so entirely ceased, that its 
corporate existence was even alleged 
to have expired. The demands now 
made, and which, no doubt, appear 
sufficiently reasonable, were, the pow- 
er to meet as an incorporation, the 
controul of their own funds, and the 
election of their own dean. At the 
meeting held fjr this purpose, Mr Gib- 
son, an eminent Writer to the Signet, 
took a prominent part, and inveighed 
against the whole system by which the 
town was governed. To him there 
appeared nothing on earth more per- 
fectly absurd. It was an anomaly with- 
out parallel in the historyof any burgh 
or country. For a long time the ma- 
gistrates had borrowed immense sums 
of money — no one knew how much ; 
expendedit — nobody knewhow. Their 
whole management was enveloped in 
mystery — all their deeds were deeds 
of darkness. The affairs of the town 
had for a long time been managed by 
a self-elected junta ; and he under- 
stood that its debts were at present 
above half a million. For the payment 
of this immense debt, he had learned 
from the first legal authority, that the 
property of the burgesses of Edin- 
burgh was liable ; and were they to 
be told, that under such circumstan- 
ces they had no right to inquire into 
the conduct of those who could thus 
impose such burdens upon the com- 
munity ? As none of the magistrates, 
or their friends, chose to sanction the 
meeting by their presence, the motion 
was carried ncin con. 

Notwithstanding the strong sensa- 
tion excited by these proceedings, it 
was very evident, that they must eva- 
porate ill mere speech and discourse, 
unless something were done to bring 
the aiTair to a closer issue. In consi- 
dering the course now to be instituted, 
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the precedent of Montrose naturally 
suggested itself. No such manifest 
flaw could indeed be discovered ; but 
all the processes, by which the present 
magistrates had been brought into of- 
fice, were sifted with the most eager 
diligence, in hopes of discovering some 
blemish, which might suffice to anni- 
hilate the political existence of them- 
selves and of their set. At length this 
eager scrutiny was crowned with some 
share of success. It was found that 
one or two of the laat^elected magis- 
trates had no domicile in the burgh ; 
that one had been absent when he 
ought to have been present, and that 
one had voted after his functions had 
legally ceased. Before, however, any 
legal proceedings could follow upon 
these premises, it was necessary that a 
complaint should originate from some 
members of the council itself ; which, 
constituted as that body was, seemed 
to present a serious difficulty. In this 
emergency, however, there started up 
two patriotic deacons, Laurie and 
Henderson, who, under the high legal 
advice of which they had the full com- 
mand, drew up a petition and com- 
plaint, founded on the above facts. 
The complaint was drawn up in a high 
tone, being directed against Kincaid 
Mackenzie, Provost ; James 
Smith, &c., j)rctendcdJSdA\Y\Q^ ; Alex- 
ander Henderson, pretended dean of 
guild, &c. ; and tlie whole candidly 
signed, John Laurie, preimded deacon. 
The Supreme Court, on this petition 
being presented, shewed their readi- 
ness to do justice to all, by ordering 
the coinplainers to have access to such 
books and documents belonging to the 
town as could throw light upon the 
subject. 

In considering these measures, which, 
so far as circumstances admitted, were 
made general over Scotland, it seems 
impossible not to be struck with some 
discrepancy between their character 
and that of tlie j)crbons by whom they 


were employed. Admitting an ex- 
tension of the right of suffrage to be 
a legitimate Whig object, we migh^^ 
yet expect to find Whig ends procno- 
ted by Whig means. But how can 
this appellation be applied to a system 
by which all th^'l^urghs of Scotland 
were to be disVranchiiSd, and their re- 
newal, and future^ 'constitution sub- 
mitted the absolute disposal of the 
crown ? The dangers, in fact, of this 
system, which were sufficiently obv’ ^ 
OU9, were not of a mere.possibTe or 
theoretical nature. This was the very 
system successfully employed during 
the era most perilous to English lib^r^;^ 
ty, for subverting her constitution, and 
rendering parliament a mere tool of 
the crown ; the system, in opposing 
which Russel and Sydney had ble>l. 
(’harles II., at the close of his reig^i,* 
when he gave himself up entirely t& 
arbitrary counsels, raised against Lon- 
don, and the other corporations, pro- 
secutions exactly similar to those which 
modern patriots have raised against 
Edinburgh. He succeeded, and jud- 
ges, removable at will, even declared 
the metropolis to have forfeited it: 
charter. A new constitution was 
quickly bestowed ; in virtue of which 
the crown had an unlimited vetOf that 
i.s, the sole sway, in the election of the 
Lord Mayor, / who in his turn'^ap- 
pointed and displaced all the infens'r 
magistrates. Rapin, the candid Whig,^ 
observes here, that though in case of ' 
flagrant offences, the corporation might 
lose its charter ; yet, in all cas^ of 
minor importance, the court had been 
satisfied with impovsing a fine. “ This,*' 
says he, is tlie practice where justice 
and the maintenance of the laws and 
customs of the kingdom are only in- 
tended. But, in the present instance, 
the king’s intention was not to main- 
tain justice and laws, but to take 
occasion from the breach of some arti- 
cles of the charter, to seize the liber- 
ties of London into his hands. It 
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may be affirmed,’* adds he, tliere 
was no readier or more effectual way 
pd^nvade at once the liberties of the 
natk)n.” Still stronger language is 
used by Hume, the Tory historian, 
ever prompt to palliate the sins of the 
Strforts. He mentieJn^with approba- 
tion the argunV?nts ur^ed, “ that a 
operation as suoh was incapable of 
wffl crime or offence, and that n«ne were 
, answerable for any iniquity, but the 
themselves who committed 
.itT^^at corporate bodies framed for 
public good, and calculated for per- 
petual duration, ought not to be an- 
l ^ jlqted for the temporary faults of 
t^feir members. For these reasons,” 
he says, the judges who condemned 
the city are inexcusable and after- 
's wards, “ this last iniquity, which laid 
whole constitution at the mercy 
"^^A'-the king.” Such were the prece- 
dents on which the reforming party 
were now proceeding. We are clear- 
ly of opinion, that a renewed applica- 
tion to parliament was the only chan- 
nel by which they ought to have look- 


ed, or rationally could look, for an ex- 
tension of popular privileges. 

The present year thus closed, amid 
the most sanguine hopes of the vota- 
ries of reform, whose career of success 
had been hitherto uninterrupted. Yet 
there were not wanting circumstances 
which, to an attentive observer, au- 
gured a less favourable turn of affairs. 
The Crown, upon which they unac- 
countably rested their hopes, though 
it might have been inadvertently led 
into an extensjpn of the privileges of a 
single burgh, was likely to take the 
alarm, when it found the whole of 
Scotland in motion, and an entire 
change demanded in her representative 
system. Supposing the Whigs to 
have attained their favourite object of 
laying all the Scottish burghs at the 
feet of the crown, there was slender 
ground for expecting that this power 
would be employed in the establish- 
ment of Whig ascendency. The mea- 
sures, however, to which these consi- 
derations prompted, did not take place 
till the following year. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

IIOYAL FAMILY. 


The Princess Charlotte — Her Illness- -and Healh-^Grief of the Nation,-^ 
The King — Queen- -Princess of Wales, 


This chapter will be almost exclusive- 
ly occupied by an event of the most 
gloomy character, which filled the na- 
tion with the deepest mourning. The 
young princess, the only heir in a di- 
rect line to the British crown, formed 
naturally an object of deep interest and 
solicitude to the British nation. Their 
welfare was deeply involved in the per- 
sonal character which she might dis- 
play ; while the stability of the king- 
dom might materially depend upon the 
matrimonial connection into which she 
should enter. From the first she was 
a favourite of the nation ; she was re- 
ported to display on all occasions a 
generous and affectionate disposition ; 
and there was something in her whole 
demeanour frank, open, and English, 
which recalled the idea of Elizabeth, 
and inspired the hopes of a reign equal- 
ly glorious and popular. The public, 
indeed, could not at once appreciate 
those marks of spirit andenergy, which 
occasionally impelled her beyond that 
tranquil and passive sphere usually 
assigned to her sex in that high sta- 
tion. Some disappointment w'as at first 


felt, in consequence of her determina- 
tion to exercise, with regard to an 
union for life, the natural right of her 
sex, which the heir of a crown is usu- 
ally supposed to forfeit. In a political 
point of view*^, the connection with the 
Prince of Orange appeared natural 
and eligible ; and nothing was obser- 
ved in his personal character and qua- 
lities, to render him an object of rea- 
sonable aversion. When, however, the 
actual choice vyras at last announced, 
it was acquiesced in with entire a^rfl 
general satisfaction. It is now admit- 
ted, even in a political point of view, 
to be more expedieiu than the reject- 
ed one, since its object could have no 
interest, and no ambition, that^as 
not purely British. The result entire- 
ly justified the princess's discernment^ 
and fulfilled all the most favourable 
omens which could be drawn from the 
circumstances under which the union 
took place. It appeared equally effec- 
tual in promotingjhe domestic felicity 
of this illustrious individual, and in 
preparing her for the high place to 
which she was destined. It was tin- 
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derstood, that the gentle influence of 
the husband had sensibly improved her 
^cellent qualities ; that it had pruned 
tfie exuberances of youthful spirit ; 
and that it had led her into a train of 
study and reflection, eminently tending 
tar qualify her to be the future Queen 
of Great Britain. Thds every thing 
•ip spired the natiqn with the highest 
liopes, and nothing appeared wanting 
to their satisfaction, except the pros- 
.^ct of an heir to perpetuate this il- 
lusci^ous line. Alas ! their wishes seem- 
ed on the eve of being gratified, when 
this hoped f®r moment led to a result 
tlm most deplorable, and which buried 
i« the dust all the liopes which they 
had been so fondly cherishing. 

On the night of the 3d of Novem- 
ber, the Princess first felt symptoms 
ol^ illness, which were soon pronounced 
tQ be those of approaching childbirth. 
Messengers were immediately dis- 
patched for Sir Richard Croft, the 
most eminent accoucheur in London, 
and for Dr Baillie, who was supposed 
to rank first as a general physician. 
The great officers of state, with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
Bishop of London, reqiiired by law 
as witness to the birth "bf an heir to 
the crown, were also speedily in at- 
tendance. During the whole of the 
follp^wing day, the lajjoifr proceeded 
dpSvly, but, It was supposed, favouia- 
5ly. In the course of the following 
night, as the wished for period was 
Jtill delayed. Dr Sims was sent for, to 
ne ready to aid Sir Richard Croft with 
nT?dvice. The greater part of the 
lekt day was spent in the same mau- 
ler; but towards evening the symp- 
oms afforded the promise of a speedy 
ermination ; and at half- past nine the 
Princess was delivered of a male child, 
>ut still born. Though much exhaust- 
ed, she appeared o^u'wise composed 
ind well ; aujV^ihe^^appiest presages 
vere entertained of her recovery. But 
n afew hours a dreadful reverse took 
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place ; she became restless and unea- 
sy, and was seized with violent con- 
vulsions, which proved speedily fatal. 
The minor details, as well as the de- 
scription of the funeral, will be found 
in the Chronicle, ( App. p. 174“S.) 

Those who had supposed that the 
sufferings and discontents of the nation 
had rooted out, or even sensibly weak- 
ened, the former attachment to the 
race of its kings, were completely un- 
deceived at this sad crisis. Never, du- 
ring any era of the most devoted loy- 
alty, could stronger emotions be exci- 
ted and testified. The public grief 
was universal, deep-felt, and absorbed 
for a long time every other sentiment. 
It was not the first time that the na- 
tion had seen their favourites consign- 
ed to an early tomb ; but never had so 
many affecting circumstances been uni- 
ted as in this sad catastrophe : the 
present, accordingly, was beyond all 
former mourning. Even now, after 
their tears liave flowed and are dry, 
her memory is still cherished with the 
most sacred regard. Happier, perhaps, 
in this one respect, than if she had li- 
ved to reign over a race so turbulent, 
restless, and full of umbrage ; when, 
if her vigorous will had once come in- 
to collision with theirs, slie might have 
enjoyed afterwards only a stormy and 
precarious favour. 

The grief of the multitude has a 
strong tendency to be converted into 
rage ; and in this instance an object 
was sought, oil whom their indigna- 
tion might be vented. The suft'erers 
w'cre the medical attendants, who were 
loudly denounced as having omitted 
remedial measures, which miglit have 
saved the illustrious victim. It was 
even stated as the opinion of many 
medical men, that so prolonged an ill- 
ness ought to have been abridged by 
artificial delivery. Our own knoN\ ledge 
of the obstetrical art is much too li- 
mited to allow us to hazard even the 
most guarded opinion upon such a sub- 
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jcct. Persons apparently candid have 
supposed, that such a peculiar pressure 
of anxiety and responsibility, might 
paralyze in some degree those exer- 
tions which the occasion demanded, 
and might produce timidity in the 
adoption of those bold and decisive 
measures, which would not have been 
scrupled in an ordinary ease. It is 
certain that Sir Richard’s practice 
was extensively diminished ; and the 
above suspicions seemed to derive new 
strength from the tragical event of his 
soon after committing suicide. It may 
be questioned whether the mental agi- 
tation which led to this fatal act was 
produced by reflection on his own con- 
duct, or merely by the public odium, 
of which he found himself the object. 

Nothing material occurred during 
this year, relative to the rest of the 
royal family. 

The King remained in that state of 
tranquil non-existence, which render- 
ed him to the nation as though he 
were not. Tliat he still lived, they 
were only reminded by the title of Re- 
gent applied to the actual administra- 
tor of sovereign power, and by a month- 


ly report of the physicians, which an- 
nounced that he did not suffer, but 
that his disorder continued unabated.. 

The Queen, during this year, was 
exposed to several attacks of serious, 
and, in one instance, alarming illness, 
the forerunners, probably, of that 
which was destined at no distant pe- 
riod to prove fatal. ^.This state of her 
Majesty’? health afforded probably 
the reason of that absence from the 
illness of the Princess Charlotte, which, 
created at the time a good deal oPudi- 
mad version. 

The Princess of Wales„having com- 
pleted her tour in Barbary and the I «• 
vant, resided during this year at the 
Lake of Como, Milan, Munich, and 
other parts of the north of Italy, and 
south of Germany. During this per 
riod, several of the events took placi 
which afterwards became the subject 
of those ample discussions, into which 
we shall not now enter. Her Royal 
Highness is said to have received with 
deep agitation the tidings of the death 
of her illustrious daughter, and to have 
several times fainted away, 
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FRANCE, 


^tiiation of France. — Arnuj of Occupation partly removed. — Proceedings of 
the Chambers relative to the T.axo of Election — to Personal Liberty — to the 

Press The Budget — Disturbances occasioned by the Tragedy of Germa- 

nicus. — IHot against the Pi luces. — Commotions in the Provinces. — Improved 
State of France. 


Prance, at the commencement of the 
present year, presented still, to the 
rest of Europe, a subject of anxious 
contemplation. The neighbouring 
states timidly viewed this country as 
the crater of that mighty volcano, 
which had poured foilh such wide de- 
solation, and the ashes j^f which, yet 
warm, seemed every moment to threat- 
en a new explosion. Those, on the 
other hand, who conterpplated on a 
grocit scale the diffusio?! of liberty, and 
th^e improvement of society, viewed 
not without deep interest this effort 
to establish a representative govern- 
mentrin the greatest and most central 
of continental Europe. Amid 
tfm present enforced tranquillity, the 
elements of misrule w^ere not eradica- 
ted, The weaves of many successive 
revolutions continued to heave, and, on 
any rapid movement of the political 
machine, were liable to burst. The 
remembrance of mortal wrongs rankled 
in many frfeH ^s ; passion, every 

party, wap .irextremes. The royal- 
ist .demanded nothing less than the 
restoration of monarchy, in all its ple- 


nitude ; while a pure republic, or at 
least the constitution of \19\^ w^as the 
call of their opponents. There was, 
besides, a secret and desperate band, 
who detested the Bouibon as opposed 
to the Napoleon dynasty, and would 
have restored, at every cobl, the abso- 
lute power and military ascendancy of 
the latter. These, however, rested 
their hopes of success upon plot and 
insurrection, and ventured not to shew 
themselves in the national assemblies, 
where open collision took place be- 
tween the extremes of the royalist and 
popular parties. 

Amid these conflicting elements, 
the king continued still to steer a pru- 
dent and model ate course. He op- 
posed himsf'if, above all, to the ex- 
treme violence of his own adherents, 
which, had it prevailed, would have 
tciidi'd, above any thing else, to shake 
the stability of the monarchy. This 
conduct was the more meritorious, 
since it was understood that the high 
royalists had gained over to their side 
the princes, Dukes d* Angouleme and 
Berry. The steady adherence, how- 
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ever, of the king to this course, and 
the understanding that he had secured 
for it a majority in the new Chamber 
of Deputies, inspired a confidence un- 
felt before, in the permanence of the 
existing French government. This 
feeling was amply attested by the fa- 
cilities experienced in negociating the 
large loan of 800,000,000 franks, 
(twelve millions sterling.) The great- 
er part of this sum was understood to 
consist of British capital, particularly 
from the great liouses of Baring and 
Hope. In reply to some strictures 
made by the British Opposition upon 
this subject, ministers declared that 
they had taken no concern in the trans- 
action, and had interposed no pledge 
or security on the part of the British 
government. They had merely allow- 
ed to British capitalists the natural 
right of employing their funds in the 
manner which they themselves might 
judge most advantageous. Another 
high proof of confidence was afforded 
to the French government by the mo- 
narchs of Europe. By the last treaty 
they had established a right to main- 
tain the army of occupation in France 
for the period of five years. An ex- 
pectation was, however, held out, that 
It might be withdrawn at the end of 
three years, provided the situation of 
the country should appear to admit of 
such a step. Although only two 
years had yet elapsed, it was deter- 
mined to withdraw 30, (XX) men, form- 
ing one-fifth of the army of occupa- 
tion, 6000 of whom belonged to Bri-» 
tain. An unexpected journey of the 
Duke of Wellington to London caus- 
ed at first some alarm, which was soon 
dispelled, when it proved to be for 
the purpose of concerting this ar- 
rangement. 

I'he first object which occupied the 
attention of the Chamber of Deputies, 
was the important and fundamental 
one of the law of election. All the 
was attached to two questions, 


the first of which related to the qualifi- 
cation of property required in the elec- 
tors. This was fixed, in thelawpropc.^'-d * 
by government, as it had been in thb 
charter, at the payment of 300 franks, 
or twelve pounds, of direct taxes. I'h^s 
rate is certainly high j though it may 
be observed, that taxes of this descrip, 
tion form a very large proportion of 
the French imposts ; the land tax alohe 
amounting to between eleven and twelve 
millions. The liberals, however, made 
an effort to reduce the qualification 
considerably lower. They represent- 
ed the injustice of excluuing all the 
poorer classes, a great part of whom 
they represented as forming the most 
virtuous and respectable part of the 
community. M. Cuvier, the king’s 
commissioner, endeavoured lo ridicule 
these extravagant panegyrics. “ If 
it be true,” said he, “^that every vir- 
tue has taken refuge among those who 
pay from twenty-five to fifty franks, 
we may congratulate ourselves on the 
possession of so many virtuous men. 
We may’ bless that subdivision of pro- 
perty, which has so greatly multiplied 
merit. But let us beware of corrupt- 
ing these virti’ous men, by exposing 
them to temptation. To give them a 
share in the elections would be involv- 
ing them in fatal discords.” This ar- 
ticle passed firiaily without a division. 
The great stand was made by the high 
royalists on the second question, whe- 
ther flection should take place by one 
or two stages. The law proposed that 
all the qualified electors of a distract 
should meet in the electoral college, 
and directly concur in the appoint- 
ment of a member. The other party 
moved, that they should merely elect 
the electors, for wliom a very high 
qualification was to be fixed, which 
would con fine the privilege of direct 
nomination to pertrens of .onsiderable 
fortune. The question v.3S debated 
with the greatest vehemence ; and the 
ministers supported with the utmost 
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vigour the popular side. M. Ravez 
was absent from indisposition ; but 
the^ratory of Cuvier and Laine was 
admired. The latter display- 
ed an improvisatory eloquence rare in 
th^ French assemblies, and made a 
“p impression by the promptitude 
with which he replied* to objections 
tnade on the spot^ According to the 
Fcench journals, he combated his an- 
tagonists “ word by word, foot by 
foot.’" When the question came to be 
^'ntf the superiority of votes was for 
some time disputed, but after a care- 
ful scrutiny# it was found that 118 
wt;re in favour of the law, and 106 
agaiYist it ; so that the utmost efforts 
of the king and the liberals united 
carried it by a majority only of 12. 
The whole law finally passed by a 
majority of liV2 against 100. 

• On the subject of the bill for impo- 
sing restraints on individual liberty, 
similar to those imposed in England 
by the suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
pus, ministers took a different course. 
They judged it necessary to propose 
a continuance of these restraints till 
the Ist January, 18 18, intimating, how- 
ever, an expectation, that this would 
'be the last time they would have oc- 
casion to propose such an extension. 
M. de Serre presented an elaborate 
statement, drawn up ty^ committee, 
of the circumstances in the state of 
'France which rendered it at present 
necessary. “ In spite,’' it was said, “of 
the powerful exafnple of the monarch 
and his family, religion only slowly 
resumes her empire. Revolutionary 
opinions have to a certain degree lost 
their hold of public opinion, but the 
influence of sound opinions is not yet 
fully confirmed. The prcvotal courts, 
which took their rise from temporary 
circumstances, are not so effective a« 
was exp^^d. EiOtraordinary tribu- 
nals are notjSlrE^’‘in France. Justice 
has lost her dignity. The army, now 
reorganized, is. faithful, but not nu- 
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merous, and extreme vigilance must 
be employed to exclude men who 
might attempt to mislead it. Econo- 
my and policy have induced the ne- 
cessity of various reforms in all the 
branches of public service. Nume- 
rous individuals are unemployed, and 
consequently discontented. This dis- 
content, and the preference unavoida- 
bly given to some above others, re- 
vived those inflamed passions, which, 
during the war, found scope abroad, 
or were kep^down at home by an iron 
sceptre.” In fine, it was observed, 
that there were two grievous circum- 
stances which rendered the situation 
of France complicated and embar- 
rassed to an afflicting degree. These 
were the occupation of her territory 
by the armies of the allies, and the 
late bad harvest, combined with the 
stagnation of industry and commerce. 
These causes weakened government, 
while they furnished new strength to 
hostile factions. It appeared neces- 
sary, therefore, to the committee, that 
“ government should have a police, 
armed with great authority. The sus- 
pension of a constitutional right was 
always an evil, yet, under the present 
circumstances, it would prevent great- 
er evils.” A warm debate ensued, in 
the course of which it was stated by 
the ministers, that the number of per- 
sons detained by the police under tlic 
act amounted to 319; while the num- 
ber in exile, and under surveillance, 
were 1380. The law passed by a 
majority of 41. 

In regard to the liberty of the press, 
the ministers admitted some mitigation 
of former severity, though they were 
far from allowing that full liberty 
whiph is enjoyed in England. Print- 
ed works, with the exception of jour- 
nals and small pamphlets, might be 
published without previous censor- 
ship, but were liable to seizure undet 
certain circumstances. The subject oi 
the joiirnrils was referred to a com 
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mittee, the report of which was pre- 
sented by M. Ravez, who observed— 
** The committee could have wished 
that the journals should have enjoyed 
all the liberty which other works of 
literature are now to enjoy ; but after 
long consideration, they were convin- 
ced, that our political situation made 
it prudent to leave them still, during 
1817» under the immediate superinten- 
dance of the government. The jour- 
nals had been compared sometimes to 
a kind of popular magi^trac}', some- 
times to a public tribunal, sometimes 
to a school for forming the taste, opi- 
nions, and manners. Viewed in any 
of these lights, it was impossible that 
the king, considered as the first ma- 
gistrate, the director of public instruc- 
tion, could divest himself of all autho- 
rity over them. But, laying aside all 
such metaphorical views, he thought 
it necessary to advert to the mischiefs 
caused by the licence of the journals 
during the revolution; and now, when 
the late storms which had disturbed 
the country had scarcely subsided, 
when so many inflammable passions 
might still be lighted up, it would be 
dangerous to allow them to be still 
the uncontrolled vehicles of private 
enmities, particularly while a part of 
France was occupied by foreign ar- 
mies, and so many of our fortresses in 
thehands of foreigners. In the course 
of the debate, the minister evidently 
intimated, that the court were not yet 
inclined to bring down the royal power 
in France to the same level as in Great 
Britain. France, he said, would never 
become accustomed to a government, 
where the king was a mere abstrac- 
tion in the hands of his ministers. The 
ministers must obey in their turn, or 
retire. The king alone could be sup- 
posed to have no wish but the good 
of his subjects. The laws relative to 
newspapers and to works seized, were 
carried by a large majority. 


The Revenue committee now sub- 
mitted to the Chamber a general view 
of the financial state of the iratiqn.^. 
The expenditure, which, in the |ire- 
ceding year, had amounted to 1,088 
millions, (L. 45, 345, 000 sterling, 
by various reductions diminished 
1817 to the extent of 29 millions, so 
that it would amoipit only to 1,062 
millions. 4 As the revenues, however, 
did not exceed 758 millions, there re- 
mained a deficiency to the large amount 
of 314 millions, (L.13,00Q,000 ster- 
ling.) '1 his was proposed to be pro- 
vided for by a loan, the teems of which 
were already negociated, and which 
was to be raised upon annuities, the 
present payment of which would en- 
tail upon the public an annual charge 
of 30,000,000 franks, (L. 1 ,250,000. ) 
The greatest abuse appeared to con- 
sist in the pensions, which had been 
granted in the most profuse manner, 
and often without any proper autho- 
rity; and they now absorbed one-sixth 
of the ordinary revenue ; while their 
increase threatened the entire ruin of 
public credit. It was therefore recom- 
mended, that the military pensions 
should be reduced to 20,000,000 
franks; that pensions of every kind 
should be paid only at the royal trea- 
sury; that none should be entered on 
the list, except, by virtue of an ordi- 
nance; that they should not be grant- 
ed beyond the maximum fixed by the 
law ; and that no person should hold 
two pensions, or one pension along 
with the emoluments of an office. 
Among the expences which do not 
enter into a British budget were two 
millions (L. 96, 000,) for the Chambef 
of Peers; 800,000, reduced to 680, OQO, 
(L. 27,000,) for the Chamber of De- 
puties ; the police 1,200,000, reduced 
to 1,000,000, (L.41,750.) The ju- 
dicial expenditure. aniouj;^..d to the 
large sum of 18 nfiiKx, of franks, 

( L.750,0(X). ) The marine was pro- 
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posed to be reduced from fifty to for- 
ty-four millions ; and, in the war de- 
ment, a reduction of sixteen millions 
to be effected. The most ample 
branch of revenue was the land-tax, 
am/iinting to 260 millions of franks, 
^^arly eleven millions sterling.) Next 
to this were the contrifiutions on hou- 
ses and windo>^. The duties on 
wines and oils were also coinsiderable, 
though a wish was expressed to re- 
duce the amount on the inferior de- 
‘‘scriptions. The produce of the du- 
ties. on registry, stamps, posts, and 
lotteries, were to be applied to the 
extinction of the public debt. The 
.sinking fund amounted now to the 
annual sum of 14*0 millions, (nearly 5 
millions sterling,) and it was proposed 
to aid its operation by the sale of 
1 50, OOO hectares of the state woods, 
4*e8erving a revenue of four millions of 
franks for the clergy. This last arti- 
cle excited loud opposition on the 
part of the ultra-royalists. Accord- 
ing to them, this measure would in- 
volve an entire subversion of the rights 
of the crown, and, above all, of the 
clergy. « I demand,’^ said M. Bo- 
nald, ‘‘ the preservation to religion of 
the property that reniains to it — nei- 
ther more nor less. I do not desire 
to enrich the priesthood, who have 
been reproached witk thfeir opulence — 
a good jest for those who possess mil- 
lions.” He concluded ; “ The depu- 
ties of the session of 1815 had the 
JifiLPour to save? the property of the 
communes and of religion — a greater 
glory is reserved for you ; you will 
save those of religion and loyalty. I 
■ vote against any alienation of any part 
of the public domains.” Camille Jour- 
dain replied with equal warmth in fa- 
vour of the measure. He insisted, 
that the initiatory arrangement of as- 
signing^m^ millions to the clergy, 
satisfied e^hry^just claim from that 
body; that the Pope even had sanc- 
tioned the alienation, and that it was 


now a formal law of the state. He 
then declared : “ All the scruples 

manifested in favour of the property 
of the clergy, when they are well ana- 
lysed, resolve themselves into civil and 
religious anarchy.” [Loud cries to 
order from the opposite party ») The 
speaker proceeded to answer the ob- 
jections of other speakers. “ One of 
the opponents has sought to move 
your pity for the forests ; he has made 
a pathetic oration. The oak that 
made Tanerjd hear the plaintive ac- 
cents of Clorinda did not breathe more 
sighs than M. Piet has done. But 
when bankruptcy threatens us, the 
first counsel of the imagination, even 
the most poetic, is to try to pay our 
debts.” In the Chamber of Peers, 
the debate was chiefly carried on by 
the Abbo de Montesquieu in favour 
of the bill, and M. de Chateaubriand 
against it. The former endeavoured 
to retort the severe personal strictures 
against him, contained in the work 
entitled, “ Monarchy according to the 
Charter.” His observation on the 
danger which monarchy incurred from 
a man of the desert, who had sud- 
denly appeared, with all the experience 
of solitude,” was considered by the 
Parisians as a happy stroke of satire. 
The budget was finally carried by a 
majority of 44. The reduction of the 
expenditure of the marine from 50 to 
44 millions was opposed by ministers, 
who w'ished to fix it at 48 millions. 
The question, however, was carried 
against them, and in favour of the re- 
port, by a majority of 108 to 89. 

The session of both Chambers was 
closed on the 26th of March, sine die. 

Although the deliberations of this 
se^ion had been satisfactory to the 
nation, and to the friends of France, 
violent political elements continued 
still secretly to ferment. After the 
interest excited by the proceedings of 
the Chambers had ceased, another 
field seems to have been sought for 
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their display. An event which, at an- 
other time and place, would have ex- 
cited no sensation whatever, caused 
these elements to explode, and afford- 
ed to many fierce spirits that oppor- 
tunity of conflict which they eagerly 
courted. 

Arnaucl, a man of letters, and a dra- 
inatic writer, had, before the revolu- 
tion, enjoyed a small place about the 
person of the present king. During 
the revolution he was understood to 
have embraced its principles, but with- 
out violence, and he continued to be 
more known in a literary than politi- 
cal capacity. In the former character, 
he procured the patronage of Buona- 
parte, and obtained a high place in the 
University of Paris. On the first re- 
storation of the Bourbons, this place 
was suppressed ; but he obtained in 
compensation for it a considerable pen- 
sion. This, however, did not afford 
him satisfaction, and, on the return of 
Buonaparte, he displayed an enthusi- 
astic zeal in his cause, which caused 
him in 1815 to be included in the list 
of exiles. He withdrew into Belgium, 
where he employed himself in literary 
composition, and partly, as was al- 
leged, in composing some of the nu- 
merous anti-royalist pamphlets with 
which Paris was inundated. How- 
ever, he produced a tragedy, called 
Germanicus, which was judged to pos- 
sess considerable merit, and to be su- 
perior to any of his former dramatic 
efforts. The managers of the Theatre 
Frangais were therefore induced to 
submit it to be licensed for represen- 
tation. A considerable suspense pre- 
vailed in the ministerial councils, and 
the question as to the expediency of 
this permission was a subject of eager 
debate in society. At length it was 
determined to allow the representation. 
According to some, M. Decazes was 
inclined thus to mortify the princes, 
who shewed an undisguised enmity 
towards himself, and all who bore any 


leaning towards liberal principles ; but 
it seems more probable that govern- 
ment were merely willing to give^tJuSL- 
mark of their liberality, and confidefice 
in the nation. The king himself was 
said to have read and admired 
piece, and, partly influenced, perhaps^ 
by former recollections, to have been 
willing to extend tl^is favour to the 
author. If seems, indeed, scarcely pos- 
sible, that, knowing the ordeal through 
which the piece was to pass, the au- 
thor should have purposely introduced 
any political application ; but this con- 
sideration weighed little with a public, 
predetermined to consider Germanicus 
as Napoleon, and Tiberius as Louis. 
A general ferment prevailed in Paris, 
and, on the evening of representation, 
every thing announced, not so much 
the first appearance of a tragedy, as 
the approach of a great political event.* 
The entrance was besieged by a crowd 
five or six times what the theatre could 
contain ; the carriage of an ultra-roy- 
alist actress was with difficulty allow- 
ed to pass, and prognostics of tumult 
were afforded, by a number of stout 
canes, under the title of batons a la 
Germanicus, being exposed for sale. 
The doors being opened, the crowd 
rushed in with the utmost fury. Part 
of the pit was already occupied on one 
side by officers of..the guards, who put 
themselves forward as the champions 
of ultra-royalism, and on the other by 
a band of unemployed half-pay offi- 
cers, devoted to the name and causcLof 
Napoleon, 'fhe icpresentation, how- 
ever, proceeded with wonderful tran- 
quillity, it being only observed that ’ 
the friends of the piece expressed their * 
admiration rather by screams and con- 
vulsions, than by the usual temperate 
plaudits. At length came the anxi- 
ously expected crisis. It is custom- 
ary, in the French theatre, a^Hthe end 
of a successful piece^Hv. ii;all for the 
name of the author ^ and the announce- 
ment, amid thunders of applause, of a 
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proscribed name, appeared to the ene- 
mies of the present government as a 
Ujatoal triumph. Talma advanced to 
"prSnouiice the name, when an officer 
of the guards, who was seated in the 
pit^/fftered a loud hiss, and drew his 
; He was immediately attacked 

py several of the opposite; party ; and 
f the pit was instantly converted into a 
field of battle, wfiere nothing could 
be seen but canes in the air, playing 
' furiously on each other. After a short 
^‘donflict, the Buonapartists remained 
masters of the pit ; but their triumph 
was not of Icyig duration. A band of 
gendarmerie, prepared for the occasion, 
rushed in from the stage, and with 
pointed bayonets soon succeeded in 
overawing the malcontents. Talma 
then, by direction of the Dukes de 
Belluno and Aumont, announced that 
the author wished to be anonymous ; 
which aided in restoring quiet, though 
a voice exclaimed, I’he news then 
must have come by telegraph.*^ The 
audience at last separated in tran- 



lent fermentation. A number of chal- 
lenges were given, arising out of the 
•scuffle of the precediilg night. In 
the forenoon, five or six hundred offi- 
cers of the guards repaired to the gar- 
den of the Tuilleries,^tlic usual pro- 
menade of the Buonapartists, where, 
making the air resound with cries the 
most insulting to that party, they evi- 
dentlv courted it contest. Before, 
nowever, the affair had come to any 
voies de fait i some of the superior of- 
ficers ran out and prevailed upon them 
♦“o retire ; otherwise fresh outrages 
must have taken place beneath the 
very walls of the palace. The repe- 
tition of the piece was prohibited, 
which, though it at first excited dis- 
content, ’^i^ented the recurrence of 
similar comcJ^ftitbjriis ; and the violent 
tumult excited by this trivial circum- 
stance gradually subsided. 


The royal guards, having been or- 
ganized for the security of the throne, 
and of counteracting the influence of a 
great military system supposed hostile 
to it, had of course been studiously 
composedof the most zealous loyalists. 
They had chosen, however, to mani- 
fest their zeal in a manner so turbu- 
lent, as by no means accorded with the 
views of government. Yet the re- 
straints put upon their violent pro- 
ceedings, excited indignation in these 
proud spirits ; a number of the officers 
resigned, andean entire company was 
broken for insubordination. At length, 
from this siij)posed focus of loyalty, 
there issued a conspiracy of the most 
daring and treasonable character. It 
was directed against the princes, whose 
union with the ultra-royalist party,, 
and the general violence of their poli- 
tical conduct, had rendered them very 
unpopular. It appears that the plot 
was confined to the privates of one re- 
giment, and that they even failed in 
their attempt to gain over some half- 
pay officers of the ex-Imperial Guard, 
The ringleaders, Desbans and Chay- 
ouse, were tried and condemned to 
death, which they met with an enthusi- 
astic fortitude that might have adorn- 
ed a better cause. Chayoux, on being 
informed that he was struck off from 
the legion of honour, and being requi- 
red to deliver up the insignia of the 
order, tore off the ribbon and cross, 
and swallowed them ; while Desbans, 
after permission obtained, gave the 
word fire’* to the soldiers who were 
to execute the sentence. 

After this alarm had ceased, others 
were excited in consequence of the 
disturbed state of some of the provin- 
ces, The scantiness of the late har- 
vest,* with the stagnation of all the 
branches of industry, gave rise to suf- 
ferings, which made the minds of the 
people easily roused into discontent. 
At St Jean Pied de Port, on the Spa- 
nish border, some persons, during the 
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night, removed all symbols of loyalty 
from tjie interior of the church and 
the top of the steeple, and substituted 
in their place the tricolor emblems. 
They were arrested, however, and the 
atfair proceeded no farther. Partial 
armed assemblages took place in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, particular- 
ly in the neighbourhood of Lyons. In 
this focus of disturbance, a plot with 
extensive ramifications had been form- 
ed, and commenced with the assassina- 
tion of general officers of the legion 
of the Yonne. The atteinpt, however, 
was baffled, and fifty of the conspira- 
tors arrested. The troops generally 
remained steady, and the disturbances 
were, in every instance, promptly sup- 
pressed. As the approach of a favour- 
able season caused a reduction in the 
necessaries of life, a general return of 
tranquillity took place. 

Notwithstanding these partial dis- 
turbances, the general confidence in 
the stability of the French govern- 
ment was not shaken. The facility 
with which they had been suppressed. 


and the steadiness of the troops, ser- 
ved rather to make a display of its 
strength. The king continued o penl y^ 
attached to the moderate or constitu- 
tional party. The introduction of St 
Cyr into* the ministry, the favour »t.ewn 
to Davoust, and the friendly intercoilr?e 
maintained with the Duke of Orleans, , 
seemed even to mark an increase of . 
this disposition. Government cojuld 
announce, that they had succeeded in 
negociating a fresh loan of three mil- ’ 
lions, and that a treaty was on foot 
for the reduction of another fifth of 
the army of occupation. The elections, 
in which it was observed that the 
crown did not materially interfere, ter- 
minated generally in favour of the mo- 
derate royalists; and, before the end of 
the year, affairs wore generally a* fa- 
vourable and prosperous aspect. 

The Chambers met in the beginning 
of November ; but, in order to give a 
connected view of the session, we shall 
delay till the succeeding volume enter- 
ing upon any part of their proceedings. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE REST or EUROPE. 


On the present Political State of Europe. — Spain. — Insurrections in Valencia 
• — Catalonia. — Disturbances at Cadi%. — Finance, — Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, — Conspiracy in Portugal . — IVirlcniberg, — Discussions between the 
King and the States. — Prussia. — Petition of the Germans. — Sweden. — Cow- 
^spiracy against the King, — Naples. — Turkey, 


The kingdoms of Europe, during 
the present year, enjoyed, generally 
speaking, an apparent outward trail- 
quillity. The seeds, however, of fu- 
ture commotion and revolution, were 
silently taking root. It is to the con- 
duct of their rulers, we suspect, that 
the growth of these brooding discon- 
tents may be greatly Scribed. Consi- 
deringthe advanced state of knowledge 
in the middle states of Europe, and the 
examples of freedom in ftieir immediate 
vicinity, it appears probable, that no 
throne can there rest on a stable founda- 
tion, which does not connect itself with 
^aewne well-arranged representative sys- 
tem. We ought not to be too rigid in 
our. demands from kings. The desire 
of power is the strongest passion in 
the mitid of man, and sovereign power 
the highest object of his ambition. To 
expect that a monarch should sponta- 
neously surrender a large portion of 
his prerogative, is requiring perhaps 
too muHi^om human frailty ; and a 
people miSlprgenerally calculate upon 
having to work out by their own ef- 
forts any essential addition to the sum 


of public liberty. The princes of Eu- 
rope, however, stood now in a pecu- 
liar situation with respect to their peo- 
ple. When trodden under foot by the 
iron sceptre of France, they had call- 
ed upon them for unheard of efforts, 
adding a solemn pledge, that a free, 
and even liberal constitution, would 
follow success. The people obeyed the 
call, and, at the price of its own blood, 
which flowed in torrents, replaced them 
on their throne. Deep guilt was there- 
fore incurred, in the forfeiture of a 
pledge so solemnly given, and so dear- 
ly paid for. The only thing which 
seems to have been urged in their de- 
fence, is founded on the allegation that 
these countries contained some rash 
and desperate spirits, who looked much 
farther than to the establishment of a 
limited monarchy. That, in every coun- 
try where men habitually reason on po- 
litical subjects, some such speculators 
will exist, can readily be believed ; but 
in the formation of a new system, am- 
ple means surely existed of providing 
against their ascendancy. The sove- 
reign, from whom every thing was, in 
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the first instance, to emanate, could 
easily impose such qualifications of pro- 
perty and intelligence, as would have 
secured the predominance of a class, 
who could have no view or interest 
separate from the preservation of pub- 
lic order. If, according to the views 
now given, the irresistible tide of hu- 
man affairs must ultimately lead to the 
establishment of representative govern- 
ments, it cannot be stopped by any 
temporary success of a despotic confe- 
deracy. It will be a short-sighted and 
fatal policy, which seeks to secure the 
throne by an entire and unqualified 
adherence to the system of absolute 
power. The enforced outward tran- 
quillity which this may for a time se- 
cure, will be the prelude to a violent 
and destructive tempest. The longer 
the stream is pent up, with the more 
force will it overflow its banks, and 
sweep all before it. The sovereign who 
thus refuses to grant to his subjects a 
single privilege till he feels the sword 
at his breast, will at last be made 
to experience, not a moderate and ra- 
tional change, but a violent and total 
revolution, which will leave him only 
the name of king. 

Among all the examples of obliga- 
tions of a sovereign to his people, none 
equalled that due from Ferdinand of 
Spairiy to a nation which had done and 
suffered in his cause such unheard of 
things. Never monarch ascended the 
throne under more grateful auspices. 
The Spanish nation, though circum- 
stances had prevented any stipulation 
for a representative system, had cer- 
tainly earned their right to it in the 
fullest manner. We do not say that 
Ferdinand was bound to recognize the 
Cortes exactly as it stood: that body, 
having formed itself and the constitu- 
tion in the absence of the king, and to 
a great extent of the aristocracy, had 
shewn to the rights of those bodies 
less regard than was due to them, 
and than was probably compatible with 


the actual state of society and political 
feeling in Spain. When, therefore, the 
king published a proclamation, d^s sol- 
ving the Cortes, and promising onettif- 
ferently constituted, the acquiescence 
of the nation was complete ancH:pni- 
versal. Ferdinand had thus the oppOi^i- 
tunity, by griinting a moderately free 
constitution, to satisfy all the rational* 
classes of his subjects, and establish his 
throne on the firmest basis. Bad omens, 
however, soon arose, when he was seen 
throwing into the depth of dungeons 
the wisest statesmen of Spain, and the 
men who had fought and bled ,in his 
cause : nor was it long of appearing 
evident, that all idea of assembling ani^ 
cortes was altogether illusory. The 
Spaniards had then just ground for 
discontent, and for considering the tie s 
which bound them to their monarch 
as loosened. It became even, somewhat 
hastily, a subject of reproach, that they 
should pay this tranquil and unquali- 
fied submission to a monarch so un- 
worthy to rule. The smothered flame, 
however, manifested its existence by 
violent occasional eruptions, among 
which none were more remarkable than 
those that occurred at the commence- 
ment of the preoent year. 

Valencia was the first scene of com- 
motion. The people had been disgust- 
ed by the haughty conduct of Elio, 
the governor ; and their discontents 
were heightened by the imposition of 
a duty on charcoal, the proceeds of 
which went to maintain in pomp a m^ 
favourite of the king. On the evening 
of the 15th of January, these disposi- 
tions suddenly ripened into tumult. As 
the governor was passing along the 
street, he was attacked by a band .of 
70 or 80, partly soldiers and partly 
private individuals, and with difficulty 
escaped into the fortress with a few 
attendants. A general rising of the 
people immediately followid ; and the 
military, declaring partly for, and part- 
ly against them, a fierce conflict eiU 
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sued, with considerable bloodshed. The 
people at first remained masters of the 
fi«A4f« which they maintained for two 
■days; but, on the I8th, reinforcements 
pour^^n, which enabled Elio to crush 
< all/fesistance. He used his triumph 
^ith a relentless severity, which left 
fdeep and mortal traces in the minds of 
'the Valencians. A*great number were 
arrtisted, and the general wastonly pre- 
vented, by the interference of the tri- 
' bunals, from putting to death many of 
them on the spot. A proclamation was 
issii^, forbidding the use of arms to 
all except thft troops and officers of go- 
, vernment, and promising a reward of 
§L thousand reals to any one who should 
give information about those concern- 
ed^ in the conspiracy. The leading 
agents being punished by death or ex- 
ile, no further attempt at insurrection 
tbok place. The violent agitation of 
the popular mind, however, was attest- 
ed by a single circumstance. The in- 
former against Rechar, who had suft'er- 
ed during the preceding year for poli- 
tical offences, was killed by an unknown 
hand, and his head was found suspend- 
ed in the public square, with the fol- 
lowing inscription : ‘‘Debt paid to 
the hero Rechar, and nis companions, 
sacrificed through my barbarous de- 
nunciation.'’ 

Although this rising had entirely fail- 
ed, it gave a strong impulse to the dis- 
content already fermentingin every part 
of the kingdom.^ The jealous tyranny 
«»fthe government w'as also redoubled ; 
and numerous arrests took place, both 
in the capital and in the provinces. It 
wasJn Catalonia, however, a province 
always distinguished by its spirit of li- 
berty, that the chief attempt at revolt 
took place. General Lacy, one of the 
officers who had been most distinguish- 
ed in tl\e war of independence, resol- 
ved no\^J|pon a daring attempt to de- 
liver his country from the tyranny un- 
der which it groaned. He obtained, 
as an associate, Milans, who, though 


less known, had also served with de- 
stinction in the same career. They 
hoped to gain over the army of Cata- 
lonia, and to seize the fortresses of that 
province, which are the strongest in 
Spain. Their design was, in the first 
instance, to assemble the cortes, and 
ultimately, it was said, to form Spain 
into an Iberian republic. This last rash 
and violent design does not seem very 
suitable, either to the character of the 
individuals, orto the disposition always 
shewn by th^nation. It may be sus- 
pected, therefore, that the government, 
through whom all our information is 
derived, propagated this assertion, with 
the view of rendering the cause odious. 
The conspirators seem to have had at 
one time a fair promise of success. An 
extensive understanding was formed 
among the officers of the army of Ca- 
talonia, and it has even been asserted 
that forty-one battalions were expect- 
ed to join at the first signal. One un- 
guarded moment baffled all this train 
of contrivance. An emissary of Gene- 
ral Lacy attempted to gain over an of- 
ficer, who had the command at one of 
the gates of Barcelona. This officer, 
instead of assenting, caused him to be 
immediately apprehended, when there 
were found upon him papers and pro- 
clamations, which revealed the whole 
secret of the conspiracy. Lacy, with 
eighteen officers of distinction, were 
instantly put under arrest. Milans 
made his escape, and collected a body 
of troops, with which he hovered for 
some time in the neighbouring moun- 
tains, though without being able to ef- 
fect any important object. The Spa- 
nish government paused for some time, 
before proceeding toextremities against 
Lacy. So much was he beloved by the 
army and people, that his execution, 
it was feared, would have been the sig- 
nal of insurrection. At length, it was 
determined to convey him to the island 
of Majorca, where he would be remo^ 
ved at least from under the eye of th^ 
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people. There, after a fruitless attempt 
to escape, he was condemned to mili- 
tary execution. He is said to have dis- 
layed the utmost fortitude, and to 
ave given himself to the troops the 
order to fire. “ All that I regret,” 
said he, is to die by the hands of my 
ancient brethren in arms. It was in the 
field of honour, and while combating 
the enemies of Spain, that a warrior 
like me ought to have finished his ca- 
reer.” 

During the same period, commo- 
tions, though not on so great a scale, 
were felt in other parts of Spain. At 
St Jago in Galicia, a conspiracy took 
place, the particulars of which never 
fully transpired ; and which was sup- 
pressed, like that of Barcelona, by the 
arrest and punishment of the ringlead- 
ers. At Cadiz, the discontent of the 
troops was fomented by the reluctance 
to proceed on the revolting service in 
South America, for which they were 
destined. On the 25th March, two 
regiments, having received orders to 
embark, broke into open mutiny, de- 
claring, that they would not act as 
butchers to the Cadiz monopolists. 
The rest of the army, however, re- 
maining steady, the mutineers, after a 
sharp conflict, were overcome, and 
compelled to go on board. The con- 
tinuance of the same spirit was, how- 
ever, proved, by a disastrous event 
which soon after took place. The 
great naval arsenal at Carraca, not- 
withstanding all the misfortunes of 
Spain, formed still one of the complc- 
test establishments of the kind in Eu- 
rope, and afforded ample means for the 
equipment of the fleets sent into her 
transatlantic possessions. Some incen- 
diaries succeeded in communicating the 
flames to it, so effectually, that it was 
found impossible to arrest their pro- 
gress, and the whole was entirely con- 
sumed* The conflagration was so vio- 
lent, that the Isla dc Leon, though se- 
parated from Carraca by a chauiicl 


of considerable breadth, was entirely 
covered by the flames. 

The disastrous failure of thesa^e- 
signs seems to have discourAjed any 
farther attempts at resistance.:^ and 
Spain, for the present, resigned heY<elf 
to her fate. The government, mean''- 
time, sought only to secure itself by 
drawing closer the eords of despotisn!. 
The “ Apostolic Inquisition of error, 
depravity, and apostacy,” published a 
long list of prohibited works. Among 
these, the Henriade of Voltaire was 
forbidden, even to those who had ob- 
tained special licences. ' Anathemas 
were also pronounced against Adele 
and Theodore ; Benjamin Constantsa 

Principles of Policy, applicable to 
all Repreyentative Governments and 
Lacroix’s “ Elements of the Rights of 
Nations.*’ As prints and pictures were 
found to have been used for the pur- 
pose of throwing ridicule on the per- 
son of the sovereign, they were sub- 
jected, like books, to a previous cen- 
sorship. 

A financial statement was this year 
published by the Spanish government, 
which, though it does not exhibit a 
very lavish expenditure, compared to 
that of other great monarchies, ac- 
knowledges to a considerable extent of 
embarrassmen^t. The following are the 


principal features: 

Dollars. 
About is. each 

Expenditure of the lioyal 

household 2,848,680 

Ministry of State 7.50,'DOo 

Home Department 600,000 

War Dei)artrnent 1 7,500,000 

Navy Department 5,000^000 

Finance Department 5,300,000 

Charges for promoting Agri- 
culture, Industry, &c 300,000 

War Contingencies, and Inci- 
dental Charges 1,500,000 

Arrears of Public Debt 1,500,000 

35,698,680 

Net Revenue... 2.9,830,000 


5,848,680 
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Or 1,461,000/. sterling. Such was 
.the deficiency acknowledged by go- 
ver^nrjfnt ; but rumour represented it 
as much more considerable. To meet 
it, a nuOroer of supernumerary officers 
were/jJsmissed, and a general contri- 
ImtJon was imposed upon every spe- 
'*^ie8 of property. Ferdinand’s neces- 
ties even drove lym to a measure, 
which appeared very foreign to the 
superstitious habits in which he was 
'immersed. The immense property of 
^ tlie clergy, which had hitherto remain- 
ed untouched by any tax, was now 
called upon U) contribute some share 
of the common burden. Admitting, 
however, that God had committed 
to the clergy alone the charge of the 
church revenues,** he took no steps 
without an express authority from the 
Pope. That pontiff was prudent enough 
tOb yield, and issued a bull, in which 
he states, that, considering the dis- 
tress of the Spanish nation, and the 
enormous expences of the late war, he 
had been pleased to grant to his dear- 
ly beloved spiritual son Ferdinand an 
indultOf authorising him to receive, 
during six years, the extraordinary 
subsidy of 30,000,000 reals, (about 
L.300,000. ) Hopes ^re expressed, 
that, at the end of that period, the re- 
ductions made, and the improvement 
of the revenue, would jreifiier this con- 
tribution no longer necessary. At 
present all concerned were enjoined to 
pay it, on penalty of the utmost indig- 
nation of God, afld of the holy apos- 
f^tles St Peter and St Paul. 

Some alarm of war took place du- 
ring this year, in consequence of the 
invasion -by Portugal of the territory 
of, Monte Video. A Spanish force 
was consequently assembled on the 
frontier of Portugal, ready to act, in 
case her court should adhere to this 
proceediri^. An appeal, however, be- 
ing made to the five great powers of 
Europe, they were induced to inter- 
pose, and to insist upon Portugal with- 


drawing her troops from the Spanish 
territories. 

One laudable action of Ferdinand's 
government consisted in the decree for 
the abolition of the slave trade, pub- 
lished in December of the present 
year. The prohibition with respect 
to the coasts north of the Line was to 
take place immediately; as to those 
south of the Line, it was to take place 
on the 30th May, 1820. In the mean 
time, the number of slaves conveyed 
in any vessel, ^as limited to five for 
every two tons. The carrying on of 
the trade after the time prescribed, 
was punished with the forfeiture of 
the ship and cargo, and with the trans- 
portation for ten years to the Philip- 
pines, of the purchaser, captain, mas- 
ter, and pilot. 

Amid the convulsions which shook 
the Spanish monarchy, Portugal did 
not remain altogether undisturbed.— 
Upon this subject we cannot forbear 
some reflections, which we should glad- 
ly have had cause to omit. Britain, 
for many years, had held in her hands 
the destiny of Portugal. Her arms, 
her commanders, and her subsidies, 
had formed the only prop of the ex- 
istence of that monarchy. It cannot 
be doubted, then, that if she had sti- 
pulated, as the terms of her aid, the 
establishment of a constitutional sys- 
tem, founded upon rational and mode- 
rate principles, the king could not 
have refused. What private advice 
may have been given upon this sub- 
ject, is not known ; but we are not 
aware of any overt act, tending to 
such an object. The only apparent 
interference of British force consisted 
in the putting down of the popular 
junto, which was found established at 
its arrival, and re-establishing, in its 
stead, the plenitude of the royal au- 
thority. If Britain supported the es- 
tablishment of absolute power, expe- 
rience has shewn that she consulted ill 
the interests of her ally, who, in con- 
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sequence of declining to grant a con- 
stitution in time, has had one dictated 
to him, in which his interests, as well 
as inclination, have been very little 
consulted. 

Besides the absence of political 
rights, the Portuguese complained of 
their country being held under the 
military occupation of a foreign power. 
After peace, indeed, the British army 
was withdrawn ; but Marshal Beres- 
ford was still commander in chief of 
the Portuguese army, apd many of its 
principal posts continued to be held 
by British officers. These considera- 
tions were ill brooked by Gomez 
Freire d’ Andrade, a Portuguese offi- 
cer of considerable talents, and highly 
popular in the army. At length he 
was impelled to the desperate design 
of a conspiracy for the subversion of 
the government. He gained, as an 
associate, Baron £ben, a foreign offi- 
cer, who held a situation in the Bri- 
tish staff, and several others of some 
distinction. The ramifications of the 
plot were widely extended throughout 
the kingdom, particularly in the great 
towns. An entire change in the reign- 
ing dynasty is said to have been con- 
templated ; but it has been also as- 
serted, and perhaps with truth, that 
their views were limited to the expul- 
sion of the English, and establishment 
of a free constitution. The means to 
be employed, however, were violent, 
A captain in the 1st regiment under- 
took to dispatch Marshal Beresford. 
The members of the regency, the Bri- 
tish generals in the Portuguese ser- 
vice, and several other obnoxious in- 
dividuals, were destined to a similar 
fate. The plot appears to have es- 
caped the supine security of the Por- 
tuguese regency; but it was traced by 
the vigilance of Marshal Beresford, 
who was soon acquainted with all its 
ramifications. He communicated it to 
the regency, but prevailed upon them 


to delay any proceedings, till mea- 
sures could be taken for its complete 
suppression in every part of thq,king- 
dom. At length, on the evening of 
the 25th May, a party was *<1. patched 
to apprehend Freire in his own K^use. 
They were denied admittance, on pre- 
tence of his" being from home ; but 
they forced the dgor, and found hiOi 
seated vji his library, surrounded' by 
papers, and with a brace of pistols on 
the table. He did not attempt any' 
resistance, and there were found in his 
possession some printing-presses, with 
a variety of printed proclamations, 
which fully disclosed his views. The 
information gained by intercepted let- 
ters led also to the apprehension of 
numerous accomplices in the provin- 
cial towns, particularly in Oporto, 
All the designs of the nialcontents 
were so completely baffled, that not 
the smallest movement took place. — * 
The ringleaders were immediately 
brought to trial, when Freire, and 
twelve others, were condemned and ex- 
ecuted ; the sentence of Eben was li- 
mited to banishment. 

In Germany^ the states were wait- 
ing, with an expectation not yet quite 
blunted, for the fulfilment of the pro- 
mises made at the commencement of 
the war of liberty. It was in Wir- 
temberg alone tjbat any constitutional 
movement took place. This state had 
always been pre-eminent above the rest 
of Germany, by the freedom of her 
political institutions. At a time when 
the feudal principles were generally 
sinking beneath the prerogative of the 
sovereign, the people of Wirtemberg 
made a vigorous stand, and, after a 
sharp civil war, concluded, in 154*2, 
the treaty of Tubingen, which has 
ever since been considered as their bill 
of rights. Yet, in 1733, the people 
thought it necessary to apply for a 
guarantee of their constitution from 
the three great powers of Hanover, 
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Holstein, and Brandenburghj (Eof- 
land, Denmark, and Prusaia.) It^s 
u^llf at its peril, that a nation courts 
jfj ^^ terference in its internal affairs, 
cjipRky^rom such powerful states ; 
but, m the present instaneef when 
Duke Charles, in 176ls exercised the 
most odious oppressions Opon his peo* 
pie, and endeavoured to deprive them 
entirely of their ITbJ^Jie8, ^e three 
high contracting parlies appear to have 
fulfilled their engagements faithfully 
and liberally, and to have exerted their 
influence in favour of the oppressed 
WitVemburgJiers. 

Mr Fox was accustomed to say, 
tjiat there were only two constitutions 
in Europe, England and Wirtcmberg. 
Wc can with difficulty, however, dis- 
the qualities which can entitle 
thLlattfrto be placed by the side of 
sq high a model. The Assembly of 
the States* met only upon extraordi- 
nary occasions,— *the accession of the 
Duke, the proposal by him of some 
new tax, or of some law of particular 
^importance. They could not originate 
any new proceeding, but merely re- 
ceived the propositions and demands 
of the sovereign, which could, mprc- 
«ver, be stopped in thstr progress by 
a body, called the pernianent deputa- 
tion, ©."which we shall presently apeak. 
It is.remarkable, that the«Wirtemberg 
states consisted only of two orders. 
Prelates and Commons, the Knights 
Imperial having seceded from the as* 
sembly at an early period. Upon the 
'■whole, however, the main instrument 
for keeping the sovereign power in 
check was the permanent deputation, 
a body^of peculiar construction. They 
resided constantly at Stjuigard, sha- 
rejl both the legialatiye aiid executive" 
power, andr by a sjngular anomaly, 
had a secret chest, or treasure of their 
own, at their arbitrary dispo- 

sal. Unfortunately, they were not 


really a deputatipn, but rather formed 
upon the closest model of close bo- 
roughs. They were two in number, 
the lesser and the greater deputation* 
The lesser consisted of two prelates 
and. six deputies, who were in the 
perpetual exercise of their functions ; 
these elected their own successors, so 
that they might be considered as al- 
ways substantially the same. When 
any legislative function was to be per- 
formed, the greater deputation was 
composed by the lesser adding to their 
body the eqifal number of two pre- 
lates and six deputies, chosen by them- 
selves out of the general assembly. 
Thus this greater deputation was mere- 
ly the lesser one swollen to a greater 
bulk, but retaining all its original qua- 
lities. Such as it was, however, this 
constitution appears to have given sa- 
tisfaction to the people, and to have 
been found an useful barrier against 
royal encroachment. 

In 1805, the period arrived when a 
complete' change was to take place in 
this system. Buonaparte, that idol of 
our popular leaders, having obtained 
a complete ascendancy in Southern 
Germany, determined to cement it 
by aggrandizing, and thereby attach- 
ing to his interest, the hereditary so- 
vereign of Wirtemberg. The Duke 
was created King, with a very consi- 
derable augmentation of territory.— 
The French conqueror, however, im- 
posed here, as every where else, the 

f rateful condition, that liberty should 
e placed, throughout his vassal states, 
on the same footing as he had placed 
it in France. On the 2d January, 
1806,,. the newly made king issued a 
roclamation, announcing that he held 
is states, now, in full sovereignty; 
that popular assemblies, and all pro- 
ceedings connected with them, were, 
under existing circumstances, unne- 
cessary ; and his loving subjects Were, 
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therefore, directed carefully to abstain 
from them. Thus freed at once from 
the checks which had, hitherto, re- 
strained his power, the late king, 
whose personal character never stood 
very high, is said to have been gurlty 
of many outrages on the rights of his 
people ; to have converted extensive 
tracts into forest ; to have appropri- 
ated great part of the church pro- 
perty, and otherwise to have wound- 
ed the feelings and established usages 
of the nation. The vicinity, and over- 
whelming amount of the French mili- 
tary force, rendered all resistance hope- 
less, till its entire downfall, in 1814^, 
restored Europe to its former condi- 
tion. The king, fortunate in preser- 
ving his augmented territories by a sea- 
sonable junction with the allies, yield- 
ed without delay to circumstances, and 
called an assembly of the states. Their 
composition underwent some altera- 
tions, which do not appear to have 
been very inexpedient. The nobility 
were now allowed a place, and an in- 
come of 200 florins was required in the 
election of deputies to the towns. The 
independent formation of this assembly 
was attested by the stout resistance 
which it made to the constitution pro- 
posed by the King, It must be con- 
fessed that this project was conceived 
with a main view to the maintenance 
of the royal prerogative. The perma- 
nent deputations were annihilated ; the 
assembly was to meet only once in 
ihice years, though it was to be an- 
nually represented four weeks by a de- 
putation of twelve : all the former tax- 
es were to continue independent of the 
sanction of the states, which was to be 
required only when any new ones were 
to be imposed. The conflict upon 
these points continued during the 
king’s lifetime, the states being zea- 
lously supported by petitions from 
Stutgard, and the other towns. The 
king, in order to pacify the nation, 
abolished the forest laws, corvees, 


and some of the most odious taxes ; 
but he obstinately refused to consent 
to any general extension of popular 
privileges. At length, in February, 
1817 , a new king ascended tRlv^hrone, 
and one who was generally supposed 
to entertain liberal views on the sub- 
ject of government. This prince was 
not long of submitting a new constitu- 
tion, the/letaiKivTwhich we have rot 
been able to ascertain ; but it is admit- 
ted to have been considerably more fa- 
vourable to the rights of the people. 
It was not, however, much better re- 
ceived ; and the discussions between 
the crown and the states continued as 
warm as before. At length, on the 
26th of May, the king laid before the 
states his final proposition, including 
a few further concessions, to which 
demanded a definitive answer, i he as- 
sembly, having come to a vote on the 
subject, rejected it by a majority of 
64 to 42. In the former number were 
almost all the representatives of Old 
Wirtemberg, as it was called, or the 
original electoral dominions 5 while, in 
the latter, were almost all those of New 
Wirtemberg, or the territories acqui- 
red by the connection with France. 
The King herCvipondissolvcd the states,' 
and published a proclamation, in which 
he asserted, that the project submitted 
by him had \;oixtained every thing ne- 
cessary to confirm the individual and 
political liberty of the people of Wir- 
temberg, and that farther sacrifices 
would have caused the crown to lose ita 
dignity, the government its strength, 
and the people the independence of their 
representatives. 

Although we have scarcely the meana 
of forming a very positive judgjment 
upon these proceedings, there appear 
yet grounds for suspecting that the 
states were, on this occasion, a good 
deal actuated by obstinacy and^prejii- 
dice. Their principle was an entire ad- 
herence to the old constitution, any 
alteration upon which they branded aa 
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a visionary philosophical reverie. But 
since such a long breach had occurred 
in the constitution, why not take the 
opportunity of its renewed existence, 
to intrcjirfste such alterations as ex- 
perience, and the improved science of 
legislation might suggest as expedient. 
Had-the constitution proposed by the 
•kittg not provided substantially for 
thediberty of the siTfiji^t, is ^ proba- 
ble that it would have been so unani- 
‘mously agreed to by the deputies of 
New Wirternberg, who could have no 
prep^session on cither side ? If the 
maiiwbjcct vjaa to restore the perma. 
nent deputation, this surely afforded a 
very poor ground for such zealous con- 
tention. That such a body should ever 
have acted a useful part, is perhaps 
to be ascribed to a habitual and 
tra^trtTnaiinoderation, which withheld 
them from making any use of their 
functions, which was not conducive to 
the public welfJire. But now, when 
the chain was broken, and when pub- 
lic concerns were on a larger scale, what 
security was there, that they might 
not have used theirextraordinary power 
to tyrannize both over prince and peo- 
ple. Several demands arc mentioned 
^ made by the states, tke expediency 
of which appeafs to us very question- 
able. Such are, that the nobility should 
form.one house with tl^ commons, in- 
stead of sitting in a separate body ; 
that none of the privy council should 
be present in the assembly, when it was 
complaining of grievances sustained 
from the monarch ; and that no mem- 
ber of the states should be called in 
question for anything he might say or 
write\jpon any occasion. 

T|ie people of Stutgard, as well as 
the other towns of Old Wirtemberg, 
had zealously espoused the cause of the 
states, ajij /they now shewed visible 
markj^f^ol^iscontent at their dissolu- 
tjogs.-'^A tumult took place on the 29th 
or May, in which the house of the mi- 
nister Wangeuheim was attacked, and 


several outrages committed. The king, 
taking the finances into his own hand, 
published a plan for the year, in which 
economy seems to have been studied ; 
yet the contributions were not levied 
without considerable opposition. The 
court seems to have used an unwar- 
rantable severity against those mem- 
bers who had taken the lead in oppo- 
sing its plans. Some were deprived of 
their places, others exiled, among 
which last was Baron Mussenbach, 
who published an elaborate protest 
against the ro}fal project. The King 
meanwhile sent round his proposition 
to the towns and corporate bodies, in- 
timating that, in case of obtaining the 
consent of the majority, it would still 
be adopted. The final result, how- 
ever, does not come within the limits 
of the present year. 

To whatever height ‘political dis- 
cussion had risen in Wirtemberg, it 
was in the north of Germany that the 
spirit of liberty, and the zeal for a re- 
presentative government, was most ea- 
gerly felt. This region is distinguish- 
ed to a degree second only, if second, 
to Scotland, by the general diffusion 
of knowledge among all clabses. It is 
marked also in a degree quite super- 
eminent by its numerous universities, 
by the multitude and zeal of its stu- 
dents, in all of whom the most ardent 
spirit of liberty glowed. Impelled by 
it, they had stood foremost in the 
ranks of battle against the foreign op- 
pressor ; and under the same influence, 
they were now most eager in claiming 
for Germany the possession of politi- 
cal rights. A certain number proba- 
bly entertained visionary and purely 
speculative ideas on this subject ; for 
Northern Germany is the region of 
airy speculation ; but we do not ap- 
prehend, that these were diffused to 
such an extent, as to form any bar to 
the formation of a safe and useful re- 
presentation. Among the states of 
Northern Germany, it was Prussia, 
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whose ihovcments were chiefly regard- 
ed both as being the greatest and the 
most important, and the one whose 
lead was most likely to be generally 
followed. No monarch also had given 
so solemn and decisive a pledge of be- 
stowing on his subjects a constitution, 
in reward of their exertions on resto- 
ring to him an independent throne. A 
considerable period indeed had now 
elapsed ; and the monarch who deli- 
berates is always likely to be more and 
more attracted towards the quarter 
on which his inclinatidn will always 
lie. The court, however, continued 
distinctly to liold out the expectation, 
that a representative system was in 
preparation, and was only delayed by 
the difficulty of arranging its details. 
As a preliminary measure, early in the 
present year, a body was organized, 
called the Council of State, consisting 
of sixty individuals, supposed to be 
the most distinguished in the nation, 
including the ministers and princes of 
the blood. Their object was under- 
stood to be the formation, first, of a 
new plan of finance, and then of a re- 
presentative constitution. General 
Gneisenau, a highly popular charac- 
ter, was appointed one of the presi- 
dents ; and, upon the whole, the inte- 
rest excited in the public by this as- 
sembly, and by its debates, obscurely 
as they were reported, was very con- 
siderable. It was complained indeed, 
that, while the national assemblies of 
Britain and France were open to the 
public, the deliberations, on which 
their fate depended, should carried 
on in such mysterious silence. Ru- 
mours, however, soon arose of a want 
of understanding between this body 
and the crown ; and it was at length 
positively stated, that the council had 
rejected the project of finance sub- 
mitted to it, on the ground that it 
was beyond their competency, and 
could be judged of only by the repre- 
sentative assembly. This report vras 


officially contradicted ; but when, soon 
after, the council of state was indefi- 
nitely adjourned, without any result 
having arisen from its dclih^eratioi;is, 
the existence of a want of* hjrmony 
between it and the sovereign was suf- 
ficiently evident. Some time, how- 
ever, before Its separation, the king 
had detached from it a new com’rnig-' , 
sion, expressly^;!vstined to organise 
the representative arrangements. ThtS 
following document is important, as ‘ 
it shews how fully this prince conti- 
nued to recognize his obligations in 
this particular. ^ 

I have, in the edict of the 22d 
May, 1815, respecting the formation 
of a national representation, appointed 
a commission to sit in Berlin, consist- 
ing of intelligent office-bearers of <^][ie 
state, and natives of the provir;v.eR,..to 
occupy themselves with the organiza- 
tion of the provincial states, the na- 
tional representation, and the drawing 
up of a constitutional document, ac- 
cording to the principles laid down in 
that edict, under the presidency of the^ 
Chancellor of State. The war, the 
complete establishment of our posses- 
sion, and the organization of the ad- 
ministration, >have hitherto prevented/ 
this edict from being carried into exe- 
cution. As the council of state is now 
appointed, bwill take the state office- 
bearers, destined to the said commis- 
sion, from among its members, and 
consign to the council of state the 
fulfilment of my ^.ntentions.” The 
names of the members are then given, ^ 
among which are Prince Radzivil, 
General Von Gneisenau, Von Ray me, 
Baron Von Humboldt, Co?j.nt Von 
Bulow, Prince Von Wittgenstein, &c. 

This commission continued to sit 
during the whole year ; and towards 
the end of it, they sent cofpmissioners 
to the different provinces -inquire 
into the ancient constitution of v^^ch. 
This measure, though plausible, in- 
volved a delay, which, in the present 
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istage of the affair, was very sickening, 
■and threatened more and more to de- 
feat the entire object. In general, to- 
wards Inclose of this year, the Ger- 
mans h/^^n to feel deep despondence 
as to ever obtaining the national' privi- 
leges so much desired! These senti- 
ments ap peared particularly conspi- 
":m ou 9 o p an^oerasion. felt as more im- 
Tantin GermaS^than ^t would 
have been in any other country. On 
an invitation from Jena, the numerous 
universities of this country, not ex- 
cepd^ig the distant ones of Konigs- 
berg and Rrf:)Btock, sent deputies to 
Eisenach, to celebrate the centenary 
of Euther. The great power of this 
body, both in expressing and influen- 
cing public opinion, attached uncom- 
raMT interest to the event, which exci- 
i«»<l''a1'arrh 'even in the court of Prussia. 
The recorded speeches certainly indi- 
cate political motives and feelings to 
have been predominant on the occa- 
sion. One opeakcT reminded the au- 
dience of ‘‘ the oppression under which 
^Germany had for so many years sigh- 
c3 ; the victory which led to her li- 
beration ; the great day of Leipsic, on 
which the sun of freedom rose ; the 
Expectations which iht^German peo- 
ple were w'arrantcd in entertaining ; 
how little the result had answered 
those expectations ; tl^.tEo prince had 
yet fulfilled the promises whichhe pub- 
licly made, except that prince in wwose 
lands this festival was eelebrafbd.** 
Another exclaiii^d, Youths of Ger- 
many, you arc standing on consecrated 
grou.xi. From this spot, Luther, the 
man of God, gave the word of eternal 
tvutTr*^ the German people in the 
Qc^^an language, and kindled the 
war, the bloody war, for freedom of 
mind and equidity of rights. Where- 
ever LjUtJ^r's victorious voice rcsoiind- 
t d, jSerE a new mental life arose. The 
spiwnt which impelled him, through 
liiin impelled the people during the 


late centuries towards mental cultiva* 
tion, liberation of thought, and equa- 
lization of rights, from wdiat took 
place in the Netherlands to the free 
states of North America.’^ It was 
finally understood, that this ceremorry 
involved a pledge to support and ex- 
tend, by every possible means, the po- 
litical rights and union of their coun- 
try. A number of supposed antipa- 
triotic works, including particularly 
the German history of Kotzebue, were 
committed toJ:he flames. 

Similar sentiments, expressed in more 
moderate and judicious language, are 
to be found in the petition presented 
to the diet by M. Beck of Darmstadt, 
with the signatures of several thousand 
respectable Germans, which we shall 
here insert, as it appears to give a fair 
view of the state of the public mind 
in Germany. 

High Federal Assembly, 

The right which every people, 
and the Germans more particularly, 
have, agreeably to their original con- 
stitution, the right of having a free 
voice for the expression of their free 
will, has been recently acknowledged 
to belong to all Clcrmany by the llith 
Article of the German Federcd Act, 
and the execution of that article was 
promised by the high allies, — a pro- 
mise which was guaranteed by the faith 
and truth of the nation, and the public 
honour. 

“ The truth, that no people advanced 
to the degree of cultivation on which 
the German people at present stand, 
can, without a representative constitu- 
tioi^ resting on firmly established con- 
tract, attain eitlu'r to durable prospe- 
rity, or to moral and political perfec- 
tion and dignity, has been consecrated 
in the public opinion as a principle, 
the correctness of which is demonstra- 
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blc from reason and history, and which, 
in the said 13th article of the Fede- 
ral Act, has been acknowledged and 
adopted as such for Germany, by the 
high founders of the German union. 

« But although tivo years have 
elapsed since that guarantee was given, 
which the German people received 
with such unsuspecting confidence, 
hardly any thing has yet taken place 
to carry into actual execution what has 
thus in principle been so solemnly pro- 
mised ; and from this procrastination 
and reservation from one end of Ger- 
many to the other, there has crept into 
the minds of all those who have at heart 
the welfare of their country, and who 
have a clear idea of its rights and its 
wants, a painful spiiit of discontent, 
which threatens to undermine the con- 
fidence of the people in their govern- 
ments. 

This discontent, as it is founded 
on the wiiiiholding of an indubitable 
and acknowledged right, finds conti- 
nual nourishment in the noblest feel- 
ings of humanity» and can only be 
tranquillized by the gratification of 
well-founded expectations and honest 
co-operation. 

“If this tranquillization, which the 
difficulties of the times imperativefy de- 
mand, is not speedily afforded, it will 
give rise to the great evil, that powers 
which ought to concur in furthering 
the good of the commonwealth, will 
be consumed in rancorous discontent 
or useless strife, and the disregard of 
the most eager desire of a noble minded 
people must be attended, therefore, 
with the greatest danger for the true 
good of the country. 

“ Hard and distressful times have 
lately, it is true, passed by in the ut- 
most tranquillity ; but not without 
adding evidently to the general discon- 
tent. 

“ The quiet equanimity, and the 
hereditary respect for laws and usages, 


the good nature of the German people, 
have still kept them within the bounds 
of order, and preserved them from 
having recourse to dangerous mfa- 
sures. V 

“ Still, however, such is the* politi- 
cal situation of Germany in the east 
and west, thiit the first accident,- the 
death of a foreign monarch, 'Would 
kindle tl^e cori»b/T«*£ible materials 
are everywhere to be found, therehyv^# 
disturb the artificial state of tranquil- ' 
lity, and render the delay, which hi- 
therto might still admit of justifica- 
tion, an evil of a most d^structiw. na- 
ture. What motives could then be 
urged to the people ? How could they 
then be stimulated to active measures ? 
What remaining love, and what incli- 
nation could be appealed to, to awake 
even an appearance of enthusla‘s«r-/»' 
them ; and what promise could be held 
out to them which they would not reject 
with disdain ? Could power and force 
then suffice to call forth what a mag- 
nanimous love of country can alone 
give ? 

“ As it has become the firm convic- 
tion of the undersigned, that the pub- 
lic mind in Germany ought not to con- 
tinue in this n*iinatural state of excitaiJ 


tion, they therefore believe themselves, 
as German citizens, called on by their 
conscience, ».md justified in presenting 
themselves respectfully before this il- 
luifcrious assembly, the highest autho- 
rity^f Germany, wfith the request that 
you, agreeably to your high calling, 
will step in as mediators, for the pur- 
pose of advancing this first 'and most 
urgent demand of the times towards 
its final adjustment. 

** They therefore make to the high 
German Federal Assembly their re- 
spectful request ; — 

“ That it may please high Fe- 
deral Assembly, in conforn^ityUo the 
highest and most sacred promiW. to 
effect the performance of the 13th af- 
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tide of the Federal act, and that in 
puch a manner, that in all the lands of 
Germany the people shall be called to 
participjite, as a contracting party* to 
tfie ext^tion of the aforesaid article, 
and a true and worthy representation 
of the people, on principles of essential 
equality, be introduced<hroughout all 

commoti^jis to those which 
took place elsewhere m favcftr of liber* 
were excited in Sfvedcn for the re- 
,8tV tratio n of an ancient dynasty. AU 
thougli Bernadette was popular among 
th% army and people, the nobility still 
felt an attachment to the race of its 
ancient kings, and indignation on ac- 
count of many exclusive privileges of 
which they had been deprived. These 
4i^ontents ripened into a plot, accord- 
vyhich Bernadotte and his son 
Prince Oscar were to be assassinated 
on the evening of the ISth March. 
The son of the deposed king, Gusta- 
vus Adolphus, was then to have been 
raised to the dignity of crowm-prince. 
The conspiracy was discovered by an 
uiionymoiis letter, and by the rashness 
of an officer, vvlio, in a state of intoxi- 
cation, exclaimed, “ I^ong live King 
Gustavus Adolphus y.’' The king, 
on receiving the intelligence, imme- 
diately assembled the council of bt:-te, 
and the ofiicers of the.regiments sta- 
tioned in and arouiut Stockholm. He 
made a speech, lepresenting his ascent 
to the throne by the free choice of the 
nation ; the r^^spectable footing on 
which he had placed the army, and 
the various benefits he had conferred 
on the nation. This speech was re- 
ceT;;pd with the loudest acclamations, 
and oaths of fidelity were renewed to 
blHiself and his son. Several arrests 
took place, and no interruption of the 
public ^nquillity occurred, Berna- 
doyj&jie^ter this alarm, diligently ap- 
j^d himself to strengthen his throne 
‘^y gaining the affections of those on 


whose support it depended. We can- 
not, however, say any thing in favour 
of the two principal means by which 
he endeavoured to effect this object. 
The first was to increase the pay and 
immunities of the army ; the second, 
to humour the peasantry in a frantic 
zeal with which they were seized for 
sumptuary laws, and the exclusion of 
all foreign commodities. The most 
violent laws of this nature were passed, 
which do not appear to have had any 
effect, but to ruin the commercial in- 
terest, and Cifcck the progress of every 
species of industry. It does not ap- 
appear, howrever, that the peasantry 
opened their eyes to the folly of their 
system, or that the prince employed 
any method of enlightening them on 
the subject. 

During this year, the Austrian 
troops, which had occupied Naples 
with a view to the expulsion of Murat, 
evacuated that kingdom. Its terri- 
tory remained undisturbed, unless by 
a disturbance which occurred in Sicily 
towards the close of the year, in con- 
sequence of the king having withdrawn 
the promised privileges from the Sici- 
lians. The intended rising, however, 
being discovered before breaking out, 
was suppressed by the punishment of 
several of the ringleaders. 

Some alarm was felt on the side of 
2"urkcp, that Russia, now left at lei- 
sure, would renew the war which she 
had concluded under some disadvan- 
tage, at the time of the French inva- 
sion. These apprehensions proved to 
be without foundation. They were 
renewed towards the close of the year, 
in consequence of Czerni Georges, 
the celebrated leader ot the Servian 
insurrection, being put to death at 
S^mendria by the Pacha of Belgrade. 
It appeared, however, that this chief 
was protected by Russia, only under 
the condition of not passing the Da 
nube ; but having, as is supposed, 
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some hid treasure in Semendria, he rection of a chief called Tout chi Ou« 
went thither in disguise, when, being glow, who had placed himself at the 
betrayed, his head was struck off, and head of 15,000 men. He was corn- 
sent to Constantinople, pletely defeated, however, by the Qt- 

Some agitation was felt in Asia toman army, and his head Strht to the 
Minor, in consequence of the insur- capital. 
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TriKYps, — Mina taken and executed. — Los Remedios taken. — Independent 
Government of Buenos /tyres. — Successes of San Martin in Chili. — Amelia 
Island taken by McGregor. — Revolution in Pernambucco — Suppressed. 


contest, which had for so many 
yrars raged in South America, was, 
during the year 1817, carried on with 
uuintermitting fury, and with various 
success. At the same time, the ac- 
counts which we have received of those 
./events, are so confused and contradic- 
tory, that they scarcely afford mate- 
rials for a detailed or connected narra- 
tive. It was in the end of December 
*1816, that Bolivar, aftd' being obliged 
to quit the Caraccas, again landed for 
the purpose of making a new effort 
for the emancipation^of*the country. 
He joined M‘Gregor at Barcelona ; 
and in the course of December and 
February following, several sanguinary 
battles appear have taken place. 
The result was, as usual, variously re- 
presented. The action in December 
was^ vsaid to be unfavourable to the 
patriS'iS’, who were in consequence pur- 
si^d.to Barcelona, where they were 
blockaded by the royal troops. In 
February, Bolivar was repulsed in an 
attac k^o i^he posts of the enemy at 
Currji/na; and was forced to retreat to 
JfV^celona, wfiich was entered on the 
10th by the royalists. They were here 


attacked by Bolivar's army, and de- 
feated, according to the accounts re- 
ceived, with the loss of 1000 men. 
This attack was renewed next day 
with equal success. In April we find 
an action took place between the re- 
publicans under General Piar, and the 
royalists, on the banks of one of the 
tributary streams of the Orinoco, 
which terminated in the defeat of the 
latter, with a considerable loss both of 
men and w’^arlike stores. In the course 
of the summer, various actions were 
fought between the independent ge- 
nerals and Morillo, all of which are 
variously represented. F rom their con- 
sequences, however, we may judge that 
they were favourable to the patriot 
cause. Morillo, who retained posses- 
sion of the towns on the coast, bturig 
informed that the army of General 
Paez approached Calabozo, ordered 
out a force consisting of 1500 men to 
opj^ose his progress. This detachment 
being overthrown, he collected all the 
troops which were stationed in the 
towns of La Guira, Caraccas, and 
Porto Cabell o, and advanced for the 
purpose of attacking the independent 
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troops under General Paez. A battle 
took place, in which Morillo w'as said 
to have been routed with the loss of 
600 men, and to have returned in great 
disorder to Valencia with the remainder 
of his army ; while, according to Mo- 
rillo’s own account, he defeated the 
enemy, and took oOO prisoners. It is 
certain, however, that the events of 
the campaign turned out, in the course 
of the summer, decidedly in favour of 
the patriotic armies. The victory- 
gained in April by General Piar on 
the Orinoco, was attertded with im- 
portant consequences. Having de- 
stroyed the royalist forces opposed to 
him, he was enabled to blockade the 
fortresses of Angostura and Guyana, 
-w'hich surrendered in the course of 
July and August. The capture of 
these important posts gave the inde- 
pendent troops the command of the 
course of the Orinoco, and of the 
whole interior country, and enabled 
them to communicate freely both with 
New Granada on the west, where the 
adherents of the cause of independence, 
though depressed by the successes of 
the royalists, were still ready to join 
in any new efforts for the emancipation 
of the country ; and also with the 
troops under Paez in the province of 
Variiias, and on the Lower Apure, 
where the fortress of San Fernando 
had lately surrendered to their victo- 
rious arms. The royalist troops, af- 
ter these successes of the patriots, were 
confined to the two towns of Barce- 
lona and Caraccas, and to the country 
to the northward of the plains along 
the sea coast, the cavalry attached to 
the independent army scouring the 
open country, and straitening the 
enemy's quarters on the coast. In 
the course of this year, the indepen- 
dent government had succeeded in 
establishing a naval force under the 
command of Admiral Brion, which was 
of the most essential service in assist- 
ing their military operations against 


the fortresses on the Orinoco, and al- 
so in obstructing, in the same degr^, 
the operations of the enemy. The 
royalist forces, after being , defeated 
in April by General Piar in-attempt- 
ing to escape by the Orinoco, were 
intercepted by Brion's fleet, who cap- 
tured fourtern of their largest .ves- 
sels, containing both troops 
sure, and a lar^'-quantity' olSr. uw3jkf:,<! 
stores. * ’ 

Morillo, who retreated to Valencia 
after his action with Gen. Paeai} in 
the vicinity of Calabozo, • was^"there 
strengthened by considerable ces- 
sions to his force from' the mother 
country ; and it is stated that he recei- 
ved, orders to attempt, without loss of 
time the reduction of the island of 
Margaritta. Thither he accordingly 
proceeded; and, having landing^hia 
troops, he commenced his operations 
for the reduction of the island. Be 
appears, however, to have encoun- 
tered a resistance from its brave inha. 
bitants for w'hich he was not prepared. 
Several bloody actions were fought, in 
which the inhabitants w'ere decidedl) 
victorious, and the Spanish general, 
finding all his efforts to reduce them 
inefl'tccual, w^s at length obliged tq> 
re-erabark his troops, and he set sail 
on the l7th August for Cumana. 

To this m^easure of abandoning his 
hopeless attempt on ihc island of Mar- 
garitta, Morillo was determined by 
the operations which were carrying on 
ifi the main land. ^ Merino, one of 
the independent generals in Venezuela, 
hearing that the inhabitants of Marga- 
ritta were hard pressed by Morillo, dp,:^ - 
termined to make a diversion in their 
favour. With this view, having col- 
lected a body of troops from difftpent 
points, he resolved to make an attack 
on Cariaco. On the SOtli^ August he 
entered the town, and foufhJ^’ihe ene- 
my's force, to the amount of o\ly 80 
soldiers, barricadoed in a church, 
same night, at about eight o'clock, he 
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was attacked by the royalist troops. 
A desperate action took place, which 
was finally determined by the bayonet 
ii} favour of the patriotic troops. The 
successful general now laid close siege 
to the church, which was at length 
carried by storm, the besieged, being 
mostly put to the swdrd. Another 
the advanced guard of Mo- 
if^^KIffTsecond in cofuiflejgiid took place on 
^the "Sd December, in whicli the royal- 
lijjs w^ere routed, and having taken rc- 
fii ^e in so me houses, vvliich they prepa- 
re^ to defend to the last extremity, 
were jitiackcd by Merino's band 
with determined intrepidity. In the 
course of these desperate encounters, 
however, Merino was wounded ; this 
circumstance, joined to the want of 
arrrmunition, which now began to fail, 
^jswtiinatcd the battle. Merino employ- 
jed himself in collecting his wounded, 
and, being in want of warlike stores, 
he was finally obliged, though vict«ri. 
ous, to retreat to his former position at 
Cumanacoa. The royalist force en- 
gaged in these actions consisted of 9(X) 
men, of which 400 were said to be left 
on the field of battle. That of the pa- 
triots was estimated to 600, of w'hich 
1.50 were slain, # 

No serious result followed from this 
action, and this colonial war, indeed, 
from its commencemest, appears to 
have been marked by one uniform cha- 
racter. It presents a variety of suc- 
cesses and ic verses, bloody, yet inde- 
cisive ; wastingfthe strength, but con- 
tinuing to feed the expectations of both 
parties. In the course of December, 
General Zaraza, who was marching to 
joiVBolivar, was attacked by a supe- 
npr force near Calaboso, miles 
8#uth of the city of Caraccas, and de- 
feated. The independent troops fought 
wit h^gjy at valour, and as Bolivar was 
take the field with his army, 
jj/iiTitlfVous, it is said, and well equipped, 
this disaster does not seem to have pro- 
duced any lasting consequence. The 


patriotic troops, at the end of the 
year 1817, maintained the ground 
they had gained during the war, occu- 
pying all the interior, and the open 
countries, while the royalists were con- 
fined to the coast towns. These ad- 
vantages, however, they do not appear 
to hold by a very secure tenure, so 
long as the ro)a]ists, retaining pof- 
sesion of the sea-ports, continue to re- 
ceive, through this channel, supplies 
of troops from the mother country, 
which enable them to protract the war, 
and to defy 5111 the efforts of the inde- 
pendent generals to reduce them. 

While the country of the Caraccas 
was in this manner agitated by this 
protracted and indeciftive war, the same 
contest w'as carried on with various 
fortune throughout the other provin- 
ces of the Spanish empire. No where 
had the royal cause been more decided- 
ly triumphant than in Mexico, all open 
resistance in the field having been put 
down, and the patriot force reduced to 
guerilla parties, which still continued 
to resist and to hold out a rallying point 
to the adherents of the independent 
cause. To encourage this patriotic 
spirit, General Mina, well known for 
his gallantry as a general and guerilla 
leader in the late contest of the mother 
country with France, landed on the 
15th May, 1816, at Soto JLa Marina, 
a small point of Mexico, in the pro- 
vince of Cohahiiila. His force, which 
he had collected chiefly in the United 
States, amounted to about 400 men. 
As soon as the Spanish authorities had 
certain information of his landing, Ge- 
neral Arredondo, with i?000 troops 
and 17 pieces of artillery, was sent 
against him. Mina, threatened in this 
manner by an overwhelming force, 
tlJl'ew’ up entrenchments at the town 
of Soto La Marina, and leaving about 
100 troops, with orders to defend them- 
selves to the last extremity, he resolJ^ 
ved, by a secret and rapid march, to de- 
ceive General Arredondo, and to pe- 
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nctrate into the interior, where he 
might be joined by such of the inhabi- 
tants as continued well affected to the 
independent cause. He commenced 
his march on the 24'th May, and after 
suffering great hardships, he arrired af 
the town of Kl Valie de Maiz, about 
] 00 miles south of Soto La Marina, 
after defeating a body of 400 cavalry, 
by which his advance was opposed. 
On the i9th he learnt that he was 
pursued by a battalion of European 
infantry, under the command of the 
royalist officer Arminan', and as his 
great object was to effect a junction 
with the patriotic troops in the interior, 
he resolved to decline a battle. With 
this view his troops were on their march 
by day-break. Being hotly pursued 
by the enemy, tliey were at length 
forced to a battle at the Hacienda de 
IVotillos, where, after an obstinate con- 
test, the enemy was totally defeated, 
though superior in number in the pro- 
portion of four to one. Mina’s little 
band, amounting to 172, had 50 killed 
and wounded in the action. On the 
17th they arrived at the town of Pinas, 
which was fortified and defended by 
SOO troops. This important post was 
gallantly carried in a night-attack. 
On the 2^id, Mina still advancing, ef- 
fected a junction witli some of the wan- 
dering guerilla parties of the patriots 
which were scouring the country, and 
on the 24th be entered the fort of Som- 
brero, ill the intendancy of Guanaxu- 
ato, and about eigliteen leagues north- 
west of the city of that name, of which 
the patriots, uotwiihstanding all their 
reveiscs, still retained posse'^’-slon. In 
the course of thirty days, he had thus 
marched about 220 leagues, harassed 
by the enemy, and frequently in w^ant 
of provisions. 

In the year 1 816, and the beginning 
of 1817, when Mina landed in Mexict>, 
♦it was calculated that the different re- 
volutionary chiefs had under their com- 
uaud about ‘>000 troops, some of them 


well equipped, and the cavalry the finest 
in the kingdom. If they had wisely 
concentrated this force, they might 
have made a formidable resistance 
the royal authorities, and, with the as- 
sistance of the inhabitants, who were 
generally well affected to their cause, 
might, in the^end, have succ eeded i n 
establishing the independ6nc£^oF^^ 
country. ^ But councils were efiv 
traded, by jealousies and discord — there 
was no unity of action among them-.^ 
and though partial successes w<irc.gaini. 
ed, they were attended with no gei^eral 
and permanent beneilt to ?heir cause. 
After taking possession of the fort of 
Sombrero, Mina received information, 
of a movement in the direction of the 
fort by a body of 700 of the enemy un- 
der Castanon, a royalist general, who. 
was a distinguished and cruel enefiry^ef 
the independent cause. On the even- 
ing of the 28th, Mina’s patriot band, 
amounting to about 800, marched out 
to meet their enemies, and next morning 
a decisive action took placeat about nine 
leagues from the town of San Felippe, 
in which Castanon’s force was utterly 
routed and put to flight at the point of 
the bayonet, leaving S39 dead on the 
field, and 150 prisoners, besides 2 pieces" 
of artillery and 500 muskets, and all the 
ammunition and baggage. This sig- 
nal success spusa^i far and wide the re- 
putation of Mina’s troops, and the fruit 
of the victory was the capture of the 
castle of the Marquis of Jaral, contain- 
ing 140,000 dollars, I, vhicli were put 
into the military chest, besides various 
other necessaries and comforts for the 
soldiers. After these advantages, Mi-' 
na had an interview with tlie rrpubli-^ 
can chieffi at Sombrero, wlieii they .ap- 
peared highly satisfied with his success, 
and assured iiim of their support. In 
the meantime intelligence WuS received 
of the fail of Soto La MariuaTtlA^ for- 
tress at whicli Mina had first 
and where he had left a body of troops. 
It v/as besieged by the royalists, and 
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its defenders, being reduced to the last 
extremity, were forced to surrender on 
terms. These terms were, however, 
shamefully violated, and the unhappy 
prisoners were treated with every degree 
’ of cruelty and indignity by the perfi- 
dious royalists. 

The successes of Mifta gave great 
viceroy of Mexico, and, as 
|!yj^#WSrt, he a force of be- 

.^,^\/een 0000 and 4*000 men, which he 
sent to oppose tiie enemy under Dofi Pas- 
qud J^i| , ifin . a Spanish marshal. Mina, in 
the\ieaniirr.e, being misinformed as to 
thcCtrengtl^ of the garrison of Leon, 
made an attack on that important place, 
tn which he failed, with the loss of 100 
killed and wounded, some ol the latter 
Americans, who were immediately put 
to death. On the 30th July informa- 
received that Lilian’s troops, 
apaounting to 35 JH, with 10 pieces of 
artillery and 2 howitzers, were in the 
plain before the fort of Sombrero, 
wdiich they prepared to besiege. The 
place, though not calculated either to 
sustain a formal siege or a vigorous as- 
sault, made a desperate resistance ; in 
every attempt to storm, the enemy be- 
ing repulsed with great loss. The be- 
^-sieged were reduced to|he most dread- 
ful extremities by the want of water 
and of provisions ; to procure a supply 
of v^hich, from Padre Joses, one of the 
patriotic gucrdla leailers, Mina contri- 
ved privately to escape from the fort, 
leaving it under the command of Co- 
lonel Young, an^merican, whose da- 
ring intrepidity pointed liim out for that 
perilous station. In all his attempts to 
'^relieve the garrison, Mina was unsuc- 
cessTuL; and though they still gallant- 
l)^epulsed the enemy from the walls of 
tfie fortress, they were so reduced by 
famine and privations of every sort, 
tkat t he^^ epared to abandon the fort, 
leavijJ’g’flR wounded behind them, and 
their way through the enemy's 
Tines. They executed this bold at- 
tempt during the night; but having 


along with them the women and chil- 
dren, these soon took fright, and gi- 
ving the alarm by their cries, the ene- 
my opposed their progress, and at 
length the whole garrison dispersed, 
each making his escape as he best could, 
and many of them that were sick and 
helpless being massacred by the ene- 
my’s cavalry, even when begging for 
mercy on their knees. Next morning 
the enemy entered the deserted fort, 
and tliey celebrated their victory by the 
inhuman massacre of all the wounded 
and prisoners? 

The capture of Fort Sombrero was 
a great blow to the patriot cause. Find- 
ing all his efibrts vain to arrest this fa- 
tal catastrophe, Mina proceeded with 
an escort of 100 cavalry, to the foot 
of Los Remedies, which was strongly 
fortified both by nature and art. He 
found the commander. Padre Torres, 
engaged in adding, by every expedient, 
to the strength of the fort. It was 
agreed between these two commanders, 
that Torres should take the command 
of this stronghold of the independents, 
which was abundantly supplied with 
water, and every necessary, and that 
Mina, with a body of irregular caval- 
ry, should scour the country, and in- 
terrupt as much as possible the com- 
munications of the besiegers. Mina 
found that the cavalry, which he recei- 
ved under his command, though ex- 
tremely brave in a sudden and desulto- 
ry attack, were totally deficient in stea- 
diness or discipline. 

The siege of Los Remedios com- 
menced on the 31st of August, and 
the Spanish commander, notwithstand- 
ing the unusual difficulties of the 
ground, contrived, with extraordinary 
skill and trouble, to complete a line of 
attack, w^hich straitened the garrison, 
and menaced their works on every side. 
No great progress, however, was made 
in the reduction of the fortress : the 
besiegers were repelled in all their at- 
tacks ; and a sortie was undertaken by 
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the garrison^ in which one of the be- 
sieging batteries was taken and de- 
stroyed. General Mina executed what 
was committed to him with his usual 
activity. He cut off the supplies of the 
besiegers, so that they laboured at 
times uj'der great privations, and he 
continually threatened an attack on 
tlieir works. He also succeeded in ta- 
king the town of San Luis de la 
Paz, but failed in his attempt on San 
Miguel el Grande, a town ot consider- 
able importance, 14- leagi^ies north east 
of Guanaxuato. He also endeavoured 
to gain possession of the latter place 
by coup de main. But his followers, 
from some accidental, panic, fell into 
confusion, and he was forced to retreat. 
After this failure he dismissed his 
troops for a time, and took refuge 
with his friend Dun Marriano Herre- 
ra, at his castle, called El Venadito. 
Secret intelligence of the place where 
he W'as concealed being carried to^he 
Spanish general, Don Orrantia, the 
house was, in the night, surrounded 
with troops. The small body of ca- 
valry which he had stationed in the 
neighbourhood vveie attacked and dis- 
persed, and, the gallant JMina, rush- 
ing out in the general alarm, without 
arms, w’as seized and made prisoner by 
a Spanish horoeman, while he was 
endeavouring to rally his men. This 
took place o|n the 31st November. 
He was treated wdth every degree of 
indignity and harshness ; and orders 
were received from the viceroy that 
he should be immediately shot. Oa 
the 11th November, he was conveyed 
to the fatal ground under a military 
escort ; be advanced wdth a firm step, 
ordering the soldiers to take good 
aim. I’he accuhlomed signal wa^ gi- 
ven, and he fell without a struggle. 

The royalists, encouraged by the 
capture and death of Mina, pressed 
the siege of Los Kemedios with new 
vigour. For four months the garri- 
son held out against all their attacks ; 
but at length, their ammunition fail- 


ing, it was resolved to evacuate the fort- 
ress, and to fly unperceived through 
the enemy’s lines. The night of the 
1st January, 1818, was fixed on for 
the execution of this plan ; but the 
movements of the garrison were un- 
luckily discovered by the enemy, who, 
entering the fdrtrcss from the opposite 
side, and finding it evacuate4a.pfffsinr<2 
the unha[jDy fugedves, attacking^»<J^ 
indiscriminately massacring men and 
women. The garrison, among whom 
were many wounded, sharedjLbe saiue 
fatt, being some of them shot, miile 
others miserably perished H the fl»ne8 
of their houses, which the barbarous 
royalists set on fire. Active measures 
were now taken in every quarter by 
the royalists for the utter extinction of 
the patriot cause. Most of the lead- 
erb who commanded cotps .wert^t-v. 
tacked, and forced to fly to the moun^ 
tains and fortresses for safety ; while 
the royalibt troops were dispersed in 
small bodies through the pueblas, or 
towns, for the purpose of keeping the 
disafi'ected in awe. The inhabitants, 
according to all accounts, suffered 
from them the extreme of oppression ; 
and if a small force were landed, round 
which they could rally, they would' 
readily unite in resistance to their op- 
piesbors, who, though they have suc- 
ceeded for the present in overpower- 
ing all opposition, have, at the same 
time, excited such an inveterate and 
universal disaffection, that the people 
only wait for the lir»t favourable oc- 
casion, to break forth into open insur- 
lection, and to shake off the tyranny 
which oppresses them. 

In other parts of Spanish America 
the revolution has gone on with ^i- 
form and increasing success. At Bu- 
enos Ayres the patriots not only suc- 
ceeded in establishing an ih^pendent 
government, but, in the courJe af the 
year 1817, they dispatched a fW<;ge 
westward to assist their fellow-country- 
men in Chili, who were unable to re- 
sist the troops sent against them by 
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the Ticeroy of Peru, and were in con- with great slaughter. General Soler 
sequence brought under the yoke of at the same time rushed up the re- 
the mother country, from which they maining heights, and carried them at 
were at one time emancipated. This ex- the point of the bayonet; so that the 
pedition, commanded by General San enemy was defeated at all points, and 
Marlin, commenced its march early his infantry nearly destroyed. The 


in January 1817, and arrived about 
the* end of the month, the neigh- 
iSourhood of the Cordilleras. Here 
the force was assembled bjits com- 
mander, in good order, and a com- 

* bined movement was concerted in or- 
dex to car 4 ;y the four defiles of the An- 

* desNlirough which the road lay. A 
determined* resistance was expected 
^from the royal troops who defended 

the heights ; but they were finally 
driven from all their positions ,ori the 
Aconcagua by the bravery of the pa- 
triots ; and General San Martin resol- 
ved to pursue his advantages with vi- 
gour. For this purpose he re-esta- 
blished the bridge over the Aconcagua, 
which had been broken down, in order 
to attack the enemy, at Chacabuco, 
before he had time to collect all his 
forces for the defence of this position. 
The two following days, namely, the 
10th and 11th, were spent in recon- 
noitring, and it appeared plain, from 
the enemy’s dispositions, that he was 
determined to maintain his ground. 
The plan of attack was accordingly 
arranged without los^ofnime. Gene- 
ral Solcr, with a body of infantry and 
7 field-pieces, was directed to turn the 
right, while General O’Higgins was 
to attack in front. General Soler’s 
movement was conducted with great 
skill and success. He ascended a crag- 
gy and impracticable mountain with 
such secrecy, that the royalist troops 
d^not perceive him until he had at- 
tained a commanding height, which 
overlooked their position, and which 
they were therefore compelled to aban- 
don.^ They had to retreat across a 
pbhi about four miles in extent, which 
^movement their infantry were already 
executing, when they were attacked 
and broken by General O’Higgins 


whole baggage and artillery, and con- 
siderable magazines of military stores, 
were the immediate fruits of this vic- 
tory. The Spanish authorities in Chili 
were in dismay when they were ap- 
prised of the defeat of their troops, 
and of the r^id advance of General 
San Martin. The capital, Santiago, 
was abandoned by the governor, who 
flying with the miserable remnant of 
his troops to Valparaiso, was inter- 
cepted in his flight, and taken by a 
party of mounted grenadiers. Gene- 
ral San Martin approached the capital 
by rapid marches, where he was re- 
ceived as a deliverer. The Spanish 
government was again put down, and 
a new system established, more conso- 
nant to the wishes as well as the inte- 
rests of the people. In other parts of 
Chili, the same successes attended the 
republican arms, and every w^here the 
troops from Buenos Ayres were glad- 
ly received by the inhabitants, who 
rejoiced in their emancipation from the 
yoke of the mother country. In the 
course of the year 1817, a force was 
also dispatched into the interior by the 
government of Buenos Ayres, for the 
purpose of attacking the royalist 
troops stationed in the province of 
Tucornan ; several actions took place 
in consequence, in which the repubJi- 
cao troops appear to have been victo- 
rious, but as to the exact consequen- 
ces of which, we have no certain in- 
formation. It seems obvious, how- 
evet;^ that the people in every quarter 
are eager for independence, and it is 
only by the influence of troops that 
the dominion of the mother country is 
any where preserved. The original 
tie which bound the colony to the pa- 
rent state is entirely broken. The 
cause of independence has already ta* 
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ken deep root ; and, according to the 
natural course of things, the whole of 
Spanish America seems destined, ere 
long, to enjoy all the privileges of in- 
dependent states, for which they have 
so bravely fought. 

On the 29th June, the island of 
Amelia was taken by Gregor M‘Gfe- 
gor, who landed with a small force, 
and advanced to the fort of Fernandi- 
na, which immediately surrendered# 
This island having become the resort 
of a piratical banditti^ who, under 
pretence of attacking Danish vessels, 
molested the trade of other nations, it 
was taken possession of on the 22d 
December by an American force, and 
has been ever since retained by- the 
United States. 

The spirit of reform and the desire 
of independence which had been so 
long gaining ground in the colonies of 
Spain, appears to have extended it- 
self to other parts of South America. 
On the 7th April, a formidable revo- 
lution broke out in the province of Per- 
nambuco, originating, it is said, partly 
in the universal discontent among the 
troops for want of pay, and partly in 
the irritation of the people from the 
rigorous conscriptions and excessive 
contributions which had been imposed 
upon them. The following accident 
called forth this lurking discontent. 
A colonel having, for some unknown 
cause, accused one of his officers on the 
parade, the latter, imagining that his 
meditated treason had been detected, 
drew his sword, and laid his superior 
officer dead at his feet. The alarm 
was immediately given to the other 
conspirators. The bells were rung, 
and the population of the place, as 
well as the troops, rose with one con- 
sent, subverting the constituted au- 
thorities, and seizing the shipping in 
the river. A congress was immedi- 
ately called, and measures were taken 
for framing the plan of a new govern- 
ment. 

11 


The royal authorities at Rio Janei- 
ro lost no time in taking the necessary 
measures for quelling this alarming 
commotion. An armament was fitted 
out, and sent against Pernambuco, and 
the troops being landed, were met by 
the insurgents, whom they defeated 
and dispersed. The town was in *the 
mean time entered by the blbckadi%* 
squadron ; the royal standard was again 
hoisted ; and thus was this premature 
attempt at revolution entirely crushed. 
The leaders were afterwards appre- 
hended^ and being sent to Rio Jai>'jiro, • 
were tliere tried, and cc^ndemnei to^ 
expiate their temerity on the scaffold, 
which sentence was, in respect to most 
of them, carried into immediate execu- 
tion. Tranquillity was in consequence 
restored ; the people were obliged to 
submit ; though no inquiry was ir.sti- ^ 
tuted into their alleged grievancCwS, nor 
was any attempt made to reform the 
most notorious and admitted evils. 
The root of disaffection was thus suf- 
fered to remain in the soil, there to 
spread and to increase, and at some 
future and more convenient season, to 
spring up into new and dangerous 
commotions, which it might not be 
found so easy to check or to control. 

The history of the* United States 
for the year lbJ7, presents, as usual, 
the pleasing ^ic^ure of domestic hap- 
piness and peace. The election of a 
president engaged for a time the pub- 
lic attention ; and Mr Monroe was 
chosen to fill this high office, in . room 
of Mr Maddison, who retired, having 
fulfilled the term fixed by law for the 
enjoyment of that office. . He was for- 
mally inaugurated into that office on 
the 20th March, on an elpvateS porti- 
co erected in front of the capital at 
Washington, when he addressed those 
assembled at considerable length. He 
congratulated his fellow-citizens on 
the excellence of their government and 
institutions : he recommended the for- 
tification of the coast, in the view of 



Chap. 15.:] 


HISTORY. 


193 


their being again involved in foreign 
w^ar — also the regulations of the army 
and navy, and some system for train- 
ing the mass of the people to arms# 
With regard to commerce, he sug- 
gested the propriety of rendering the 
United States independent both of a 
market for their rude produce, and of 
' a<?upply of manufactures. The con- 
striction of canals, roads, an^ bridges, 
he held out as one great source of im- 
provement. He stated his resolution 
, to enforce, with great exactness, the 
‘ colle-nion of the public money; and 
concluded w«th proposing the conduct 
of his predecessors in oflice as his pat- 
tern. In tile course of the year, steps 
were taken to accomplish some of the 
objects recommended by the president# 
. A. survey of the waters of the Chesa- 
peake was ordered, in order to select 
aconvcMuent station for a naval depot. 
But no very edicitMJt measures appear 
to have been a lopted, in order to pro- 
vide for the remote contingency of a 
future war. The Congress was opened 
by Mr Mnnroe on the 2d December. 
In the message which he sent to the 
legislature on this occasion, he con- 
gratulates his fellow-citizens on the 
improving and happy condition of the 
country — he informed them that the 
bcvSt understanding prevailed between 
Great Britain and tiuk TTiited States; 
and that, by an amica!)le arrangement, 
the armed foice on the lakes in Cana- 
da had been dibinantled, and only one 
or two vessels wA'e to be allowed to 
navigate the lakes, armed with one 
gun ; that a proposition for an arrange- 
mein, by which the commerce between 
. the pons of Great Britain and those 
of.r.he United States was to be placed 
on a footing of equality, had been de- 
clined by the former power. The 

( president described the public reve- 
nue as extremely flourishing, the re- 
ceipts into the treasury, for the year 
r 1817, amounting to dol- 

I lars*; while tlie expcnccs, on the most 
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liberal scale, and after allowing 10 
millions for a sinking fund, amounted 
only to 21,800,000 dollars, thus leav- 
ing an excess of 2,700,000 dollars, 
besides a balance in the treasury. The 
arrangements which had been adopted 
for extending the colonization of the 
interior, were dwelt upon with great 
satisfaction. The native title had been 
extinguished, by means of a fair pur- 
chase, within the state of Ohio, great 
partof Michigan, and the whole of Lou- 
isiana ; thus a fording ample scope for 
the increasing population of the coun- 
try to expand, with undiminished ener- 
gy, for a century to come ; to carry 
on, witliout halting, the cultivation of 
the districts in the interior; and to 
advance in the work of improvement, 
until their course should be arrested 
by the vast barrier of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Those vast plans of colonization 
projected by the government of the 
United States, appear to be seconded 
by the spirit and enterprizeof the peo- 
ple. Along the whole line of the 
American territory, the population 
of the country is gradually making a 
progress westward. Louisiana, which 
is but a recent acquisition, has been 
explored in all its parts, and settle- 
ments begin to be established through- 
out this extensive country. Along 
the banks of the Mississippi, cultiva- 
tion already begins to make progress ; 
and even in the remote country on 
the banks of the Missouri, several 
settlements have been began. In 
the state of Georgia, extensive pur- 
chases were made from the Indian 
tribes, by which they agreed to eva- 
cuate the whole country eastward of 
the Mississippi, in exchange for some 
territory to the westward of that ri- 
ver; 80 that, as far as the Mississippi, 
to the west, the country is cleared of 
its original proprietors. It is the pos- 
session of this ample expanse of un- 
touched and fcriiic territory, which 
N 
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forms the distinguishing feature of the 
American community. It is in this 
view that the American people pre- 
sent 80 singular and imposing a spec- 
tacle. Year after year, they are nar- 
rowing the boundaries of the desert ; 
crowds of adventurous emigrants con- 
tinually resort to the verge of civiliza- 
tion, there to breathe the free air of 
that wild region, exempted from so- 
cial restraints. Here they act in the 
double capacity ofcultivator and hunts- 
man, partly civilized ^nd partly sa- 
vage, until by the progress of improve- 
ment they are gradually surrounded 
with new settlers, and again brought 
within the pale of order and law. 
Tired of the dull routine of social life, 
they dispose of their lands to emigrants 


of more settled habits, and again take 
their station on the verge of the de- 
sert, — there to bear the brunt of sa- 
vage hostility ; to hunt and to culti- 
vate ; and by their wild and ferocious 
habits, to clear the way, as successful 
pioneers, for the great mass of the 
American population. It is in -this 
manner that the country gradually as- 
sumes thp aspect of civilization. The 
woods and men are cleared away, too 
frequently by the same merciless pro- 
cess of destruction — the fields are cul- 
tivated — the dwellings of men usurp 
the place of the haunts of^wild beasts ; 
and thus, under the guidance of her 
wise and enlightened government, 
America advances, with an irresistible 
pace, to greatness and dominion. 
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CHAPTER XV 


INDIA. 


Pindarcc JVar. — Oriain of ihc Pinrfarees, — Defensive Phots adojded — Lll}- 
Jicioit, — Offensive War underlnken. — Advance of ih? Dritish Jrtnics ^ — ll tir 
xvifji the l^ctshtru. — Jlis Dcfcdl and Surrender . — War nith the Ixajah of 
Na^poor, — Critical Positiott of ' the British. — Finally/ Uepulsc the Enent ^. — 
, Surrender of the Uajah. — Sub equent Baltic and Defeat of his Armq , — 
War terminal ed. — Advayiec of the British against the Pindar ees . — JVar with 
llalkar — His Defcal . — JVar concluded htj a Trcaiij^ — Destruction of the 
Pindarces* — Objects of the War„ 


^Fiie year 1SJ7 was productive of 
^reat events and important revolutions 
on the continent of India. The tran- 
quillity of our ex tensive possessions in 
that country was seriously disturbed 
in various quarters, first, by the con- 
tinued incursions of the Pindarces, a 
iavvlesscombiiiaLlonor freebooters, who 
liad been gradually groo^’ing formida- 
ble,, both in numbers and discipline, 
since tlie year JS()5 ; and, secondly, by 
the hostility of the naUvc^rinccs, who 
appear about this peiiod to liave en- 
tered into a general combination for 
the destruction of the British power, 
d'hosc various emergencies were met 
by the Anglo-Indian government with 
corresponding energy, by prudence in 
counsM and vigour in action, and the 
lo'rmidablc contcderacy of hostile prin- 
ces was completely discomfited ; the 
sovereignty of the British in India was 
established on a more solid basis than 
ever ; and the Pindaree hordes were 
not only chased with disgrace from the 
British territories, but, being pursued 
To their haunts, were cut oil, root and 
branch, and the continent of India was 


thus for ever, it is to be hoped, freed 
from this dreadful scourge. The 
transactions which terminated in these 
successful results will form the sub- 
ject of the following narrative, which 
it will be proper to introduce by a 
short account of the origin and pro- 
gress of the Pindarees. 

From the constant wars and com- 
motions which prevailed among the 
native powers in India, it necessarily 
happened that a great proportion oi 
the population was trained to habits of 
disorder and military licence ; and al- 
though the settlement which was ef- 
fected in 1805, under the second ad- 
ministration of Lord Cornwallis and 
Sir George Barlow, was suflkicntly 
satisfactory, in as far as it respected 
the mutual relations of the diilerent 
independent powers, it unfortunately 
had no tendency to check this great 
and growing evil. On the contrary, 
it was evident, that subscqiieiil to the 
peace of 1805, the class addicted to 
these habits was fast increasing, and 
were improving in consistency and 
strength. 'J'hey were regularly asma- 
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ciated into bands under recognised 
leaders, and indiscriminate plunder was 
their only object. Numbers of these 
freebooters were settled in the neigh- 
bourhood of Scindia and Holkar, and 
these princes, if they did not abet them, 
made no great efforts for their sup- 
pression. These military plunderers 
were known under the general deno- 
mination of Pindarees, and their force 
consisted of a species of light cavalry, 
which scoured the country, and defied 
all pursuit, by the celerity of their 
movements. Their uniform practice 
was to plunder and waste the towns 
and villages with the most unheard-of 
barbarity — neither age nor sex were 
spared ; and the most shocking tor- 
tures were frequently inflicted, in or- 
der to force from the defenceless in- 
habitants a disclosure of their secret 
hoards. Before undertaking any im- 
portant expedition, their horses wero 
carefully trained to long marches and 
hard work ; they were then shod, and 
a leader of tried courage being select- 
ed, the expedition set forward, con- 
sisting latterly of several thousands. 
Out of 1000 cavalry, 400 were well 
mounted ; they were armed generally 
with a bamboo spear, from 12 to !§ 
feet long ; but as fire-arms were in- 
dispensible in the attack of villages, 
every fifteenth man carried a match- 
lock. Of the remaining 600, about 
two. thirds were indifferently mounted 
and variously armed, and the remain- 
der, consisting of slaves, attendants, 
and camp followers, were mounted on 
tattoos or wild ponies, and kept up 
with the main body as they best could. 
About the year 1814, these predatory 
bands consisted of about 40,000 horse, 
v/hich were daily recruited by d^^sert- 
ers from Holkar’s irregular bands, and 
from the loose cavalry establishments 
of Scindia and others, where they were 
retained by no tic but that of present 
advantage, and where they were al- 
ways in arrears of pay. The central 


situation of these freebooters, at an 
equal distance from the three presi- 
dencies, rendered them formidable ene- 
mies ; and though the British were in 
the practice of guarding their frontiers 
by a line of postvs, it was easily pene- 
trated by these flying hordes, and the 
country, in consequence, subjected to 
annual devastations. Their first in- 
cursions into the British territories 
took place in 1809 and 1812. In 
1815, a body of 8000 Pindarees cross- 
ed the Nerbuddah, penetrating to the 
Kishna, though they were watched 
both by infantry and Qavalry ^ and 
they were only deterred from crossing 
into the Madras presidency by tlje 
swollen state of the river, along whose 
fertile and populous banks they took 
their course, plundering and burning 
as they went along, and committing 
every kind of enormity. They finally 
made good their retreat along the Bri- 
tish positions with an immense booty, 
and with utter impunity. A second 
expedition soon after crossed the Ner- 
buddah ; in one day they marched 38 
miles, plundering 92 villages with eve- 
ry circumstance of barbarcjus outrage ; 
next day they marched 38 miles, and 
plundered 5t villages. They finally 
returned loaded with spoil, and with 
scarcely any loss ; and it was ascer- 
tained, that during the 12 days they 
remained within the Company’s terri- 
tories, 182 persons were put to a cruel 
death, 505 were severely wounded, 
and 3603 suffered different kinds of 
torture. 

The devastations of this horde of 
plunderers having become so destruc- 
tive, and so widely extended, it became 
necessary to adopt vigorous measures 
for protecting the Company's tcrritoiies 
from so dreadful a scourge. With this 
view it was resolved to establish .along 
the course of the Nerbuddah, which 
crosses the country in a direction near- 
ly from cast to west, an extensive line 
of defensive positions, and by the 26Lh 
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October, 181G, this line extending 
nearly 150 miles from Soonee to Siri- 
nagur, was completed. Great was the 
alv^Tf^ spread among the Pindarees by 
the advance of the British troops to 
the Nerbuddah ; they immediately re- 
tired northward towards Malwa, and 
cvcw suspended the preparations which 
they were making for an expedition to 
the north. But when the)^ observed 
that the British remained stationary on 
the Nerbuddah, their courage and their 
hopes revived. In the course of No- 
vember and December, Colonel Walk- 
er’s Inie was^jcnetrated by different bo- 
dies of the Pindarees, with a rapidity 
of movement which baffled all the at- 
tempts of the infantry, either to im- 
pede or harass their march. Two ex- 
peditions were formed, which advan- 
ced the one towards the east, and the 
other took a northern direction. There 
was besides another division of the Pin- 
daree force which crossed tlie Ner- 
buddah, and having passed the valley 
of the Taptec, and the mountains of 
Berar, advanced northward between 
Aurangabad and I’alna, and moved 
direct upon Ahmednagur. By the sin- 
gular activity ot the Company’s troops, 
aided also by fortunat^r accidents, all 
these expeditions were intercepted, 
broken, and discomfited, so that very 
few of the plundcriirs ^ver reached 
their own country. The Pindaiccs 
were so disheartened by these reverses, 
that they did not again venture, during 
the remainder ofi the season, into the 
Company’s territories, but confined 
their raVages, which were carried on 
for jrfere subsistence, to the northern 
confines of India, above the mountains 
of Malwa. 

But although, in the course of this 
active campaign, the most brilliant 
successes were achieved, it was still 
evident that the result w’as owing ful- 
\y as much to accident, as lo any pre- 
vious calculation ; and had the differ- 


ent expeditions taken another course, 
in place of being overtaken and dis- 
persed, they might, as informer occa- 
sions, have safedy re-crossed the Ner- 
budda, loaded with the spoil of wasted 
provinces. In place of a system of 
mere passive defence, therefore, which 
was necessarily insecure and inefficient, 
it was resolved to carry on active oper- 
ations against these predatory hordes, 
to attack them in their native haunts, 
and either to exterminate them or to 
drive them from the advantageous po- 
sition which tney occupied in the very 
centre of India. With this view, tlie 
rainy season of 1817 was spent in pre- 
parations for a great military eflort 
against the Pindarees, and their abet- 
tors, if any such should be found 
among the central powers of India- 
It was resolved, in this war, to admit 
of no neutrality, and those who refused 
their aid in the common cause of peace 
and good order, we*-e, if it was found 
expedient, to be treated as enemies. 
The plan of the campaign was simple 
and comprehensive. The armies of the 
Company were to advance southward 
for the purpose of encompassing the 
devoted territories of the freebooters, 
with an extended cordon of troops, 
which were gradually to converge to a 
common centre, surrounding the enemy 
at every point, and preventing his es- 
cape. On the side of Hindostan, four 
divisions were to take the field, each 
of sufficient strength to act indepen- 
dently according to circumstances, be- 
sides two corps of observation, to 
guard the frontiers against acciden- 
tal incursions. On tlie side of the 
Deccan four independent corps were 
in like manner to take the field, and a 
corps were also to penetrate from Gu- 
zerat, in order to complete ^the in^ 
tended line of operations, I he Go- 
vcrnor-Gcnci al the Marquis of Hast- 
ings was to take the field in per- 
son, under whose orders Sir 1 homas 
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Hislop, Sir John Malcolm, Generals 
Doveton, Smith, Floyer, and Pritzler, 
held important commands. 

In the course of October, or early 
• in November, all the different divisions 
of the grand army had arrived at the 
different positions assigned them on 
the Nerbuddah, and tliey were pre- 
paring to continue their movements, 
and to advance into Maivva, for the 
purpose of driving the Pindarees out of 
that country. But this plan was sud- 
denly interrupted by the intelligence 
which reached Sir Thomas Hislop, of 
the Peshwa, or prince of I’oonah, an 
ally and dependent of the British, having 
risen in arms against their authority. 

This prince was one of those with 
whom the British had concluded a 
subsidiary alliance, by which they 
agreed to furnish a military force, for 
the support of the sovereign’s authori- 
ty, receiving in return a subsidy in 
money, or a territorial cession, and it 
was further provided that no political 
negociation should be carried on with 
any foreign power, except in concert 
with the British Government, to whose 
arbitration all claims and disputes of 
every sort were to be submitted. To 
this state of degrading dependence, 
which left them the mere shadow of 
sovereign authority, the princes of 
India were naturally averse, and it 
was generally from necessity that they 
submitted to any foreign interference 
in their internal concerns. Bajec Rao, 
the prince of Poonah, had been long 
impatient of the British yoke ; but 
each new effort that he made to eman- 
cipate himself only brought him un- 
der more severe, arbitrary, and degra- 
ding stipulations; so that, though he 
was naturally a weak prince, and wa- 
vering in his counsel, he at last resolved 
on hostility. TheCompany’stroops be- 
ing mostlyengaged in the north against 
the Pindarees, and only one brigade left 
at Poonah, the occasion was deemed 


favourable for striking a decisive blow ; 
and during the whole of October, Ba- 
jee Rao, the prince, continued to re- 
cruit his armies from all quarters ; so 
that towards the end of the month, 
there was an immense accumulation of 
Mahratta troops at Poonah, and the 
situation of fhe Company's brigade, 
surrounded on every side, became stHl 
more alarming. Mr Elphinstonc, the 
British resident at the court of Poonah, 
though fully aware of the Peshwa’s 
hostile views, was unwilling to be the 
first to commence hostilities. He had 
remonstrated to no purp/^se, ag'ainst 
such a concentration of troops in the 
capital, and on the 'Jlst October, eve-- 
ry thing bore such a menacing appear- 
ance, that the resident resolved to pre- 
pare for the worst, by moving the bri- 
gade from the position which it usually 
occupied, to one more advantageous 
at the village of Kirkee, where it was 
protected by the Moola river in the 
rear and on the left, and was support- 
ed on the right flank by the village. 
After the movement of the brigade to 
this position, every day produced more 
decisive symiptoms of approaching hos- 
tilities. An officer on his way to Bom- 
bay, was attacked and plundered, and 
escaped wiih difficulty, after being se- 
verely wounded. Early in the montii 
of October, Brigadier-General Smith 
had proceeded northwards according 
to the general plan of the campaign, 
and by his absence the brigade at 
Poonah was deprived' of the support 
which it derived from the troops which 
were usually stationed at Seroof, about 
30 miles to the northwest. On T'ani- 
ing, however, the situation of affairs at 
Poonah, a light battalion was ordered 
back to Seroor, and towards the end 
of October, the Brigadii r-Gencral 
Jiimself concentrated his force on the 
Godaveree. He had arranged with 
Mr Elphinstonc, that if he did not 
hear daily from Poonah, he would con- 
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eider the communication cut off, and 
would hasten immediately to his as- 
sistance. 

.The resident, seeing no possibility 
of avoiding hostilities, sent orders to 
the light battalion at Seroor, together 
with a . corps of 1000 auxiliary force, 
to move towards Pooiicdi. The light 
battalion left Seroor on the 5th No- 
vember, and Bajee Rao the Peshvva, on 
liearing intelligence of its^approach, 
immediately put his army in motion, 
and took up a position between the 
residency, and the brigade at Kirkee, 
with the 4 |tention of cutting off the 
communication between. Mr Elphin- 
•stone reftio ns t rating against this hos- 
tile movement, the Peshwa assigned as 
his reason the march of the troops 
from Seroor to Poonah, and demanded 
that all the Europeans who had lately 
arrived at his capital, should be sent 
back to Bombay ; that the brigade 
should be reduced to its usual strength, 
and be cantoned at such a place as the 
Peshwa should select ; and finally, a 
categorical answer was required to 
these demands. Mr Elphinstone dis- 
puted tfie right of the Peshvva to make 
these demands, and added, tliat if his 
Highness joined his tarmy he would 
proceed to his brigade, and that if his 
troops advanced to the brigade, they 
would be attacked^ After receiving 
this message, the Peshwa mounted his 
horse and joined his army, and Mr 
Elphinstone immediately left the resi- 
dency which v^s attacked and plun- 
dered ; and he had some difficulty in 
joining the brigade by the bridge of 
^ l^^ee. 

The fighting commenced a few mi- 
nuses after, chiefly by a distant can- 
nonade, Immense bodies of the ene- 
my's horse appeared in front of the 
British line, which they attempted to 
out- flank, and having partly succeded 
in this marocuvre, they made a spiiited 
charge against the left of the line ; but 
were driven back after a short con- 


test. The British troops charging in 
their turn, and too eager in the pur- 
suit, were thrown into some confusion, 
when they were attacked by the ene- 
my’s horse, which had got round both 
their flanks. The battle was restored 
by the advance of a body of European 
troops, under Colonel Burr, and by 
the fire of the two guns on the left, 
which were served with great effect. 
This was the only instance in which 
the enemy attempted to come to close 
quarters. At the approach of night 
the troops retired to Kirkee,- and were 
no further molested, having had 18 
killed and 57 wounded ; while the loss 
of the enemy amounted to about 50Q. 
This action was fought on the 5th of 
November. 

On the following day, the British 
were joined by the light battalion and 
the irregular horse from Seroor, and 
on the 13th November, Brigadier- Ge- 
neral Smith arrived at Poonah, having 
been harassed in his march by large 
bodies of the Mahratta horse. Next 
day, it was resolved to attack the ene- 
my’s camp, which w^as situated on the 
opposite side of the Moola-Moola ri- 
ver. The river was crossed after some 
opposition, and next morning, before 
day-break, the attack was commenced, 
as agreed on ; but the camp was found 
deserted, the enemy having quietly re- 
tired in the night. General Smith im- 
mediately commenced an unremitting 
pursuit of the Peshwa, w’ho was pur- 
sued from place to place by the dif- 
ferent corps of the British army, and 
was finally obliged to surrender. He 
was deposed from his throne, a resi- 
dence in a particular city was pointed 
out to him, and he was allowed a pen- 
sion of 100,0tX)I. per annum for his 
support. 11 is dominions were taken 
under the administration of the Bri- 
tish. 

Appo Snheb, the Rajah of Nagpoor, 
who was lield in the same degrading 
thraldom by the Britidi, pursued a simi- 
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larcoiirse, which terminated in like man- 
ner in his complete overthrow. It was 
about the middle of November that 
the British resident first became sus- 
picious of his intentions, ami on the 
24*th he received a note from his mi- 
nister, informing him, that a Kliilat, or 
dress of honour, had arrived for the Ra- 
jah from Poonah, and that his high- 
ness intended next day to go in state 
to his camp, in order to be formally 
invested with it, and to assume the 
Juree Putka, or golden streamer, the 
emblem of high commaiiu in the Mali- 
ratta armies, which, with the title of 
general, had been conferred on him by 
the Peshwa. Mr Jenkins was invited 
to assist at the ceremony ; w’hich he 
declined, remonstrating at the same 
time against the Rajah’s acceptance of 
any titles from a power at open war 
with the British, Notwithstanding 
this remonstrance, the Rajah was for- 
mally invested wnth the Khilat and 
other insignia, and his troops immedi- 
ately took such threatening positions 
that it was found necessary to make 
every preparation against any sudden 
attack. 

The residence is separated from the 
city of Nagpoor by a small ridge of 
high ground, with two hills at its ex- 
tremities, the one higher, but smaller 
than the other. On this elevation, the 
British awaited the attack of the ene- 
my, which commenced at sun-set of 
the 2Gth November by the fire of the 
Arab infantry, Thcartillery then open- 
ed on the British position, from which 
the fire was returned, though not with 
equal effect ; the men being much ex- 
posed, and galled besides by a well- 
directed fire from the Arab infantry, 
posted under cover of the huts and 
houses of a village at the foot of the 
hill. The firing continued with little 
intermission till two o’clock in the 
morning, by which time the small bo- 
dy of troops encamped at the residen- 
cy had suffered severely, and on the 


smaller hill particularly, had to sus- 
tain some serious assaults, which they 
had repulsed with great difficulty. 

The British tioops were greatly dis- 
couraged by the issue of this day’s 
lighting. They had to contend against 
fearful odds, and if the attack was 
renewed, as they had every reason to 
expect, with fresh troops, it was manir 
fest, however bravely they might de- 
fend their post, that in the end they 
must be overpowered. Tiie precious 
interval of the night was duly impro- 
ved to strengthen their defences, and 
by day-break the firing rccpnimc'fced 
with greater fury then ever; additional 
guns having been brought to bear on 
their position during the night. The 
enemy fought too with increased con- 
fidence ; the Arabs were especially 
conspicuous for their courage, and to 
them was committed the assault of 
the smaller hill. The accidental ex- 
plosion of a tumbril having occasioned 
some confusion, they seized the criti- 
cal moment, and rushing forward with 
loud cries, stormed the hill, putting all 
the wounded to the sword. The gun 
which they found in the position, with 
two others which they brought up, 
were immediately turned on the Bri- 
tish with great effect. The Arabs too, 
flushed with this signal success, were 
seen advaiicingrin xn*eat numbers along 
the ridge, as if with the design of 
making a general attack, while the 
enemy on the plain below assumed a 
more menacing attitijde. An alarm 

was at the same time spread among 
the followers and families of sepoys, 
whose lines were to the west of^he 
smaller hill, now occupied by Jie 
Arabs, and the shrieks of the women 
and children contributed not a little 
to damp the ardour of the native 
troops. At this critical moment a 
most brilliant and successful charge 
was made by Captain Fitzgerald on a 
large body of the enemy’s horse. He 
had kept himself in reserve within the 
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residency grounds, while the enemy, 
accumulating round him on all sides, 
had brought ton liglit guns to bear up- 
on, his line. In this extremity he re- 
solved to make a last and desperate ef- 
fort to drive them back ; and advan- 
cing across a hollow with a small 
party of hor-c, the eitemy retired, 
leaving two guns in his possession ; 
this small party of the British were 
now on the point of being surrounded, 
when it was joined by the remainder of 
the colum’n of cavalry, who halting 
at the abandoned guns, turned them 
agair;*t the.cnemy with great eflect, 
and effectually kept his horse in check. 
This success greatly encouraged the 
Company’s troops, in proportion as it 
damped the courage of the assailants. 
The firing now recommenced fiom 
the larger hill with loud sliouts, and 
tl\e explosion of atiimbril on the small- 
er hill having caused some confusion 
among the Arabs, a party from the 
larger hill rushed forward, and drove 
them back with the loss of three gun^. 
'’Jlie battle was now entirely restored, 
and the enemy’s troops were finally 
driven back at all points, from tlie 
the hills as well as from all the sur- 
rounding houses and ’tillages in the 
plains below. 

This trying contest was terminated 
about noon on theliTtii, ifftcr eighteen 
hours of uniiitermilted fatigue and 
anxiety, 'i’hc Company’s troops were 
greatly over-matched in point of num- 
bers. They did #iot amount to more 
than ll-OO lighting men, of whom one 
fourth were either killed or wounded ; 
whiWthe Rajah, it is said, had up- 
ward# of 1(),(X)0 infantry in tlie field, 
and at least an equal number of horse, 
though his chief reliance was placed on 
a body of between 3 and 1*000 Arabs, 
who fouglit with great bravery. It is 
scarcely credible, however, that with 
numbers so immensely disproportion- 
ate, the battle could have been brought 
to a- successful issue. 


Troops immediately poured into 
Nagpoor from every quarter, and the 
Rajah, dispirited by the ill success of 
his first attack, was disposed to accept 
almost any terms. Those proposed 
to him were sufficiently humiliating : 
That he should give up all his artil- 
lery, leaving it to the British to re- 
store what they thought p’*opcr; that 
he should disband the Arabs and other 
mercenary troops ; and that he should 
come over himself as an hostage for 
the performance of these conditions, 
unattended, to the British camp. He 
was allowed to deliberate on this offer 
till next morning at nine o’clock; 
w^hich time being expired, the army, 
under General Doveton, advanced in 
order of battle to the attack. The 
fears of the Rajah now prevailed, and 
mounting his horse, he rode off with 
liis ministers, and a few other attend- 
ants, straight to the presidency, where 
he delivered himself up to Mr Jen- 
kins. 

General Doveton halted on receiv- 
ing this in(brmation, and some time 
elapsed before the arrangements were 
agreed on for the surrender of the ar- 
tillery. The minister of the Rajah at 
length returned from the army, and 
reported that every thing was in readi- 
ness for fulfilling the tei ms, and Ge- 
neral Doveton was requested to dis- 
patch a party to take possession of the 
abandoned guns. The general, on 
examining the messengers, suspected 
that some deception was intended, and 
in place of sending a detachment, ad- 
vanced with his whole army. The mo- 
ment the troops debouched from be- 
hind some trees, a heavy fire was open- 
ed upon them; they advanced in the 
face of this cannonade, and finally car- 
ried all the enemy’s batteries, where 
they found 75 guns, mortars, and how- 
itzers, of dilfercnt descriptions. The 
camp was also taken, with 10 elephants 
belonging to the Rajah, and ail his 
camp equipage. The Arab infantry 
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tinder the command of Meer Bhut 
Rhao, fled into the city, and oc- 
cupied the fort, a place of consi- 
derable strength, containing the Ra- 
jah's palace, and other strong build- 
ings. It was in vain that the British 
endeavoured to persuade these troops 
to evacuate the fort, and to retire. 
They expressed their determination to 
defend themselves, and it became ne- 
cessary to besiege them in form. In 
three days a breach was made which 
was considered to be practicable, and 
on the morning of the 24ah Decem- 
ber an assault was attempted. The 
gate, however, on w'hich the assault 
was made, was found to be completely 
commanded by the inner walls, and 
the storming parties, after in vain en- 
deavouring to penetrate farther, or to 
establish themselves, were at length 
recalled, after losing 90 killed, and 
179 wounded General Doveton now 
saw that it would he neces.sary to pro- 
cin*e a more formidable train, in order 
to prosecute the siege to an issue. 
The Arabs, in the mean time, offered 
to surrender, on condition that they 
. should be allowed to march out with 
their families, baggage, private pro- 
perty, and arms, which being agreed 
to, they evacuated the fort on the fJOth 
December; and thus were brought to 
a close the military operations in this 
quarter. 

In the mean time, the different di- 
visions of the general army continued, 
according to the plan proposed, to 
advance against the Pindarees, and 
by the end of November they had 
completely driven them out ot their 
haunts in Malwa. It had been the 
professed intention of the Anglo-In- 
dian government to force the two in- 
dependent chiefs, Scindia and Hol- 
kar, into an acquiescence with its views 
in regard to the Pindarees, and also 
the i'alans, a species (;f infantry, bet- 
ter appointed, and more regularly dis- 
ciplined than the Pindarees, but asso- 


ciated on the same unlawful principle 
of indiscriminate plunder. Scindia was 
compelled to temporize, and to accede 
to the British propositions. Holkar, 
feeling strongly the disgrace of yield- 
ing to foreign threats, resolved to try 
the fortune of war, and as the British 
armies advancl'ed for the purpose of 
attacking and circumventing the Pin- 
darees, he gradually discovered bis 
hostile dispositions. The same spirit 
was displayed by Scindia, who exe- 
cuted most reluctantly the treaty which 
had been forced upon him, while the 
Ghoorkas of Ncpaiil were- collesiting 
their forces, and were knowm to be in 
close communication with the other 
disaffected sovereigns. The growing 
ascendancy of the British, and the 
steadiness with which they pursued 
their schemes of universal dominion 
in India, had excited, when it was 
too late, the alarm of the native pow- 
ers, and for their own security they 
had entered into a combination against 
these foreign intruders, whom they 
regarded as the common enemies of 
Indian independence. The boldjess 
and energy of the British power, and 
that unity which pervaded all their 
movements, hvwever extensive and 
complicated, enabled them to discon- 
cert all these secret plots, and to break 
the confcdertcyp whicii wa.s forming 
against them, before it had assumed 
consistency and strength. The suc- 
cess at Nagpoor confounded all the 
calculations of their#jencmics, and re- 
vived the illusion of their invincible 
superiority. Holkar, however, shew- 
ed no disposition to recede, the 
temper of his troops was deciiledly 
hostile. They were eager to rally 
round the chief of the Mahratta na- 
tion, and to resist the farther exter- 
bion of the British power. 

In the mean time, while the British 
armies were taking such positions as 
were calculated to intercept the retreat 
of tlic Pindarees, and to keep the hos- 
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tile chiefs in awe, they were overtax 
ken by a violent and destructive pes- 
tilence, which had well nigh proved 
fatal to all their plans. This malady 
received from medical men the title of 
cfiolcra 7Uorf)us, from its general resem- 
blance to that disease.^ It fell with 
extraordinary violence on the army 
cbmmanded by Lord Hastings in per- 
so'h, while it was on its mgirch from 
the Sindh, on the 14th November. 
Owing to the scarcity of grain which 
prevailed at this time, the troops were 
using food of very inferior quality ; 
that part fff Biindelcund where they 
were encamped was also very unheal- 
thy, and ill supplied with water ; and 
at this particular season the heat of 
the day was most strongly contrasted 
with the cold during the night. All 
these circumstances, joined to the 
Crowded state of the encampment, 
gave an extraordinary degree of viru- 
lence to this epidemic, which raged 
for ten days with such fury, that the 
whole camp was converted into an 
hospital, and the deaths, in this short 
period, amounted, as nearly as could 
be calculated, to a tenth of the whole 
number collucted. The army turned 
eastward, in the hopeftf finding a bet- 
ter climate on the Betwa; but the line 
of march was strewed with the dead 
and dying, and th«se*that were in 
health were broken in spirits, and in- 
capable of exertion, so that the whole 
cfTiciency of this fine army appeared 
for a time to bcMestroyed. Towards 
the end of November, the epidemic 
abated its virulence, after the army had 
» r?ucied a healthier station at Erich, 
on Ihe Betwa. 

yhe army was again put in motion 
active operations, and had com- 
'^enced a system of attack against the 
Pindarees which was completely suc- 
cessful, when an alarm was spread as 
• to the hostile intentions of Holkar. 
Sir John Malcolm, with his corps, im- 
mediately fell back upon Oojein, and 


having effected a junction, on the 12th 
December, with Sir Thomas Hislop, 
the two divisions advanced, on the 
14th, towards the camp of Holkar, 
for the purpose of giving effect to the 
treaty which had been proposed for his 
acceptance. Matters continued in this 
state for some days, the two armies 
remaining all the while within 14 miles 
of each other, that of Holkar being 
at Mehudpoor, while Sir Thomas His- 
lop was at Pimbehar, a little to the 
north of Oojejn. The appearances of 
approaching hostilities were in the 
mean time becoming every day more 
decided, and on the 20th December, 
Sir Thomas Hislop advanced, in con- 
sequence, to within seven miles of Hol- 
kar’s camp. On that day, a picquet 
of Mysore horse was attacked by 200 
of Holkar's cavalry, and it was accor- 
dingly resolved either to enforce the 
acceptance of the proposed terms of 
peace, or to bring on a general action 
without further delay. On the 21 st 
December the army again advanced, 
and an answer was received from Hol- 
kar^s court to a proposition for nego- 
ciation, which left no doubt that war 
was resolved on. Sir Thomas His- 
lop immediately advanced, for the pur- 
pose of attacking the enemy. Oii 
approaching Mehudpoor, Holkar's 
army was observed to be drawn up in 
line on the opposite bank of the Soo- 
pra. Having reconnoitered the ground, 
it was discovered that the troops, af- 
ter passing the river, might form on 
the opposite bank, within 300 yards 
of the enemy's artillery, from which 
they would be sheltered by the over- 
hanging banks of the river. It was 
in consequence resolved to attack in 
front by the ford ; for ^^Ilich purpose 
a few light troops were pushed across, 
followed by 14 guns of the luirse ar- 
tillery, and a troop of rocketers. The 
horse artillery immediately opened a 
lire on the line of defence ; but they 
were soon silenced by the superiority 
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of the enemy's fire. In the mean time, 
the army had passed the ford, and was 
now formed for the attack. The ene- 
my possessed a commanding artillery, 
which was extremely well served, and 
occasioned a severe loss. But nothing 
could shake thestcadinessof the troops, 
who advanced under a heavy fire, and 
overpowered all resistance by the in- 
trepidity of their attack. Holkar’s 
camp, with all his artillery, was cap- 
tured ; an immense booty w^as taken 
by the cavalry, who pu»-siied the fly- 
ing enemy. The loss of the British 
was severe, amounting to 174 killed, 
and COi w'ounded. This battle was 
decisive ; the power of Holkar was 
completely broken, and he according- 
ly sent to sue for peace. The mes- 
senger dispatched for this purpose ar- 
rived at the British camp on the Ist 
January, 1818. 

Those contests with the native pow- 
ers which broke out in the course of 
the war with the Pindarecs, did not 
materially interfere with its main ob- 
ject. According to the plan of the 
campaign, all the different corps had 
marched northward, taking such po- 
sitions as alarmed the enemy in his 


most remote haunts. By the judicious 
dispositions made, several corps of the 
freebooters were intercepted and de- 
stroyed ; and about the end of the year, 
when the war with Holkar w'as brought 
to a triumphant close, the whole ar- 
my was in motion, for the purpose of 
completing the destruction of this'mi- 
litary banditti, which had so long prey- 
ed on the country, and of establishing 
on a solid basis, the future peace of 
India. It was one of the great ob- 
jects of the war undertaken by the 
governor general, not merely to crush 
for ever that host of advent urers,%\'ho, 
under the shew of honourable war, 
followed the trade of robbery ana 
murder, but also to settle, according 
to some fixed principle, the endless 
disputes among the different chieftains 
about their respective territorial rights 
and privileges, those disputes serving 
to keep alive in the heart of India a 
perpetual civil war, and to cherish a- 
mong the people those habits of mili- 
tary licence, wdiich were entirely sub- 
versive of good order and peace. The 
account of the various measures adopt- 
ed for this purpose belongs, however, 
to the succeeding volume. 
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PART IL 

LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHAPTER I. 


BIOGIIAPHY — POLITICAL. 


3/r Ponso}ibij»-^Mr Ilorncr,~Mr Henry BrsJdne,’^Mr Currnn*-^ Admiral 
HncJctK'ortlu — Hake of NorihumhcrlajuL’-^Hnkc of Marlhoronglu'^MarAial 
Massena* — Cardinal Many, — Kosciusko. 

The most prominent British public great houses, eclipsed the Beresfords, 
character of whom death deprived the their only rivals, and for a long time 
world, was Mr Gkoh^cE Ponsonky, enjoyed, almost exclusively, the confi- 
usually considered in parliament as the dence of the British government. Un- 
leader of opposition. This highly re- der these brilliant auspices, Mr Pon- 
spcctable statesman was, born on the snnby was introduced into political 
,0th Alarch 1 < and was a branch of life. Being possessed, however, nei- 
oiie of the families in Ireland most dis- ther of title nor fortune, his extensive 
tinguished for wealth and influence, influence could not be rendered effec* 
His father , brother to the Lari of Bos- live without a profession. He enter- 
borough, was long speaker to the Irish ed, therefore, in one of the inns of 
House of Commons, and has been de- court, and devoted himself to the bar. 
fcciibt^ as enjoying the patronage of In two or throe years, he obtained the 
I Inland. I his is doubtless an cx- ofUce of prosecutor in revenue causes, 
in consequence of with emoluments of 12001. a-year. 
th^ast influence of the landed aristo- Looking forward, however, to a sure 
country, it has been long .succession of high and lucrative offices, 
rile system of the British ministry to he acted more like one who had a for- 
rule that kingdom through the inedi- tunc to enjoy than to acquire. A pas- 
^uin <^f one or other of its great farm- sion for hunting distracted his mind 
lies. 1 he Beshoroughs, after iheit from mure serious avocations. There 
union with the Shannons, and other was no appearance of his rising to 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1S17. [Chap. 1. 


iX)8 


eminence as a pleader ; and he was ob- 
served to shew greater zeal in unken- 
nelling a fox than in detecting a smug- 
gler. About the year 1783, his pros- 
pects underwent a complete reverse. 
The Mcircpiis of Buckingliam, sent out 
by Mr Pitt, introduced a new system 
of administration. 1 he star of Bes- 
borough was now destined to sink be- 
neath that of Beresford, — the Ponson- 
bys lost the favour and confidence of 
the crown ; and the subject of this me- 
moir was deprived at once of all his 
offices, both in possession and expec- 
tation. 'Idiis blow was rendered the 
more serious, from his having two years 
before married Lady Harriet Butler, 
daughter to the Earl ofLanesborough ; 
and he was thus left to support a fa- 
mily, ranking by its connections with 
the first in Ireland, upon the scanty 
portion of a younger brother. '1 his 
crisis, which seemed to involve tlie en- 
tire ruin of his prospects, proved ulti- 
mately the moj^t fortunate vsliich could 
have befallen him, and was the means 
of rousing him to a state of activity 
and respectability. Hib stud underwent 
a speedy diminution ; and the courts 
of law were more frequented than the 
dog- kennel. Diligent application, join- 
ed to a vigorous understanding, soon 
enabled him to acquire a prohciency, 
which, joined to his high connections, 
introduced him to extensive practice; 
and the income thus earned for him- 
self became speedily more ample than 
that formerly secured to him by offi- 
cial appointments. His succcos soon 
emboldened him to seek a higher sphere 
of exertion ; and in parliament he ren- 
dered himself a formidable adversary 
to those who had driven liirn from of- 
fice. Yet, whatever miglit be the ad- 
miration excited by his eloquence, he 
was always destined, vvlun the vote 
came, to be left in the minority. On 
one occasion, however, a brilliant tri- 
umph was obtained. In 1789, at the 
first occurrence of his late Majesty's 
15 


indisposition, Mr Pitt prevailed in Eng- 
land to admit the heir-apparent to the 
office of Regent, only by a bill under 
strict limitations. In Ireland, on the 
contrary, the efforts of Mr Ponsonby 
and Mr Grattan were crowned witli 
success ; and his Royal Highness was 
invited, by acldresr, to assume the en- 
tire and unrestricted functions of tlie 
re^al office. All the hopes, however, 
which were derived from this success- 
ful exertion, were disappointed by the 
timely recovery of the King ; and ma- 
ny who, in seeking to court the rising 
sun, had mortally offende 1 tho.,e ac- 
tually in power, were now struck with 
chagrin and dismay. No change, how- 
ever, took place in the situation of Mr 
Ponsonby, who had not swerved from 
the usual line of his politics. 

Ireland now assumed a portentous 
aspect ; the threat of rebellion, and, to 
a certain extent, its actual occurrence, 
continued to shake that country for a 
succession of years, bir Ponsonby, 
while he continued to censure and op- 
pose the measures of government, dc- 
lied all suspicion as to any co- opera- 
tion with the designs of the disaffect- 
ed. In his character of leader of a 
party, lie opposed zealously, though 
without success, the grand measure of 
the union, proposed by Mr Pitt, as the 
means of tri^nq ulliziiig this unfortu- 
nate country. 

''Phe sun of ofiicc at last shone on 
Mr Ponsonby. On the accession to 
power of the Foxo ( Irenvillc admini- 
stration in 180f), he was considered as 
having a just claim to the highest ho- 
nours. He was created Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland ; and thong, the 
speedy termination of this inn istry 
obliged him to descend from that i igli 
dignity, he still retained the pension 
40001. a-year allowed during life to 
those who have once held it. It was 
remarked by his opponents, that he 
bad earned this pension by services of 
very short duration. But it ought to 
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be considered, tliat he had finally lost 
Am practice at the bar, to which it was 
^ understood that no one who had once 
presided in the first court of the king- 
dom could ever return. The leisure 
and independence thus secured, ena- 
bled him to seek a higher sphere of 
' political action. He wws returned as 
member of the imperial parliament, 
and took an active share in its debates. 
After the death of Mr Fojl^ and the 
.promotion of Lord Howick ( now Earl 
xGrey) to the peerage, the whig party 
Xvere at a loss for a leader in the Com- 
mon^; and though Mr Ponsonby could 
not, in point of talent, be placed on a 
level with those eminent men, his pow- 
ers of speaking, and extensive connec- 
tion, were supposed to fit him better 
for this place than any other individu- 
al. In this place, he rendered himself 
conspicuous by his moderation, which 
by many of his partizans Was even 
thought to border on tameness. Can- 
dour and decorum distinguished his 
views ; and he never anxiously courted 
the applause of the multitude. His 
address was neat, polished, and ele- 
gant ; — his language plain and perspi- 
cuous. He was supposed particular- 
ly to excel in reply ; and often shewed 
great skill in refuting Ae arguments, 
and pointing out the weak parts in the 
speeches of his opponents. 

Although Mr P^sonby's vigour 
had shewn some symptoms of decline, 
he continued, even during the session 
of the present year, actively employed 
in his parliamenifkry duties. He was 
named as a member of the secret com- 
mittee, and concurred in the report, 
thoi^h he voted both against the ha- 
bea^orpus and the seditious meetings 
bill/ At length, while listening an 
ipiiportant debate, he was seized with 
4 paralytic stroke, and, after lingering 
for a few days, expired on 8th July, 
1817. He left an only daughter, mar- 
ried to the second son of Lord Dun- 
ally, in the county of Tipperary. 

VOL. X. I’AUT I. 


Another prominent member of the 
British parliament, excited by his 
premature fate still deeper regret. 
PuANCis Hohnkr was born on the 
l^^th of August, 1778. His father, 
an extensive manufacturer, and a man 
of liberal and enlightened mkid, spa* 
red no pains to cultivate the pro- 
mising talent which his son early dis- 
played. Beingsentto the High School, 
he distinguished himself by that steady 
application, which continued to mark 
his character during after life. He 
thus maintained the station of dux of 
his class, and became a favourite pu- 
pil of the late Dr Adam, who was often 
heard to declare, that Frank Horqer 
had an old head upon young shoulders.*’ 
At the university, he enjoyed the in- 
structions of Stewart, Playfair, and 
other teachers, who gave lustre to that 
distinguished seminary ; but the theatre 
perhaps, which tended beyond any 
other to unfold his talents and views, 
was the Speculative Society, of which 
he soon became one of the most dis- 
tinguished members. There are few 
youthful associations of this nature 
which have given birth to so great a 
number of eminent men ; but among 
these, the public soon distinguished 
Messrs Brougham, Jeffrey, and the sub- 
ject of this memoir, as a triumvirate, 
whose splendid talents and similar pur- 
suits promised to raise them to a con- 
spicuous place in public life. All the 
three turned their attention in the first 
instance to the Edinburgh bar, hut 
with very limited success. The attain- 
ment of practice at this bar is supposed 
to require a longer probation, than 
young men, conscious of superior ta- 
lent are willing to pass through ; and 
their progress was farther obstructed 
by the aristocrat ical character of the 
political world in Scotland, and the 
prevalent rumours of the bold specula- 
tions which had been agitated in the 
Speculative Society. They became 
first known to the world by the Edin- 



210 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. {Chaf. 1. 


burgh Review, the extraordinary in* 
terest excited by which was almost en- 
tirely supported by their contributions. 
MrH orner confined himself nearly ex- 
clusively to the science of political eco- 
nomy, which the admirable work of 
Smith had rendered a favourite pursuit 
in Scotland^ and which he appears to 
have studied more profoundly than any 
of hi.^ contemporanes. The pre-eminent 
excellence of these essays was fully ac- 
knowledged, even by those who in- 
veighed most bitterly against other ef- 
fusions of that celebratell journal. Mr 
Horner repaired to London, and pre- 
pared for practising before the metropo- 
litan courts. Coming thus so closely 
into contact with parliamentary life, in 
which he felt conscious of being able 
to fill a distinguished place, he was 
not long of being attracted into that 
brilliant circle. Mr Horner was brought 
into Parliament for the borough of St 
Ives, and he was appointed one of 
the commissioners for investigating the 
claims on the late Nabob of Arcot, an 
olHce which, with much labour, af- 
forded some considerable emolument. 
Once established in parliament, Mr 
Horner made his way slowly but stead- 
ily, to one of the first places in the 
public confidence. Asa8peaker,hewa8 
not remarkable for popular graces and 
attractions, iiorfor that power of work- 
ing on the passions or imagination, 
which is properly called eloquence. 
I'he excellence of his speeches consist- 
ed in accurate reasoning, the just ar- 
rangement of the parts, clear and for- 
cible illustration. Above all, he was 
distinguished by the complete degree 
in which he made himself master of eve- 

S subject on which he addressed the 
ou6e,and tlie deliberation with which 
his opinions were formed. These qua- 
lities, though not obvious at first sight, 
became more and more prominent in 
proportion to his progress in public 
life. In 1810, the disproportion be- 


tween the value of paper and bullion* 
and the unfavourable state of the ex- 
changes, excited a strong public sen- 
sation, and gave Mr Horner an oppor- 
tunity of displaying his powers in that 
department where they were most con- 
spicuous. In the spring of that year, 
he made a r-ariety of motions and 
speeches, which soon shewed him to 
be better acquainted with this impor- 
tant question than any other statesman 
of the present day. Accordingly, 
when, towards the close of this session^ 
the bullion committee was appointed; 
Mr Horner was placed at its head^ and 
officiated for some time as ifs chairman. 
In the part of the report drawn up by 
him, as well as in his speech and reso- 
lutions on the occasion, it was his ob- 
ject to shew, that the difference be- 
tween the value of paper and bullion 
had arisen mainly from the depression 
of the fbrmer, in consequence of its e3c- 
cessive issue, and of the suspension of 
cash payments by the bank. The re- 
medy therefore consisted in that body 
gradually resuming its payments in 
bullion, instead of delaying them, as now 
proposed, till the close of the war. 
Long debates ensued, in which those 
propositions were opposed by ministers, 
and ultimately negatived in the House; 
but every thing in the appearances of 
Mr Horner tended to heighten the im- 
pression already^’received of his judg- 
ment and knowledge. From this time 
he took his place as one of the first 
class of statesmen ; and whilst he com- 
manded the warmest? attachment of the 
party which he uniformly supported, 
never forfeited the respect and ircgard 
of the other. The moderalioir with 
which he always maintained his politi- 
cal opinions, and the tolerance siVewii 
to those who differed most widely f Jom 
them, prevented the rise of any per- 
sonal animosity. It has been generally 
supposed, since the ranks of opposition 
in the House of Commons have been 
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so much thinned by death, or promotion 
r to the peerage, that after the decease 
of Mr Ponsonby, Mr Horner would 
l^ave succeeded to the place of its os- 
tensible leader. Fate, however, had 
determined otherwise. The duties of 
a laborious profession, combined with 
habits of study, and wfth such exten- 
^’ve parliamentary efforts, exhausted a 
constitution originally deficient in vi- 
gour — symptoms of consumption made 
' their appearance, and induced him to 
^ try the usual remedy of a warm cli- 
^ mate ; but this proved unavailing, and 
he <vpired at Pisa on the 8th of Fe- 
bruary, 1817. The character of Mr 
.Horner was warmly and successfully 
drawn by several of the most distin- 
guished members of the house, on oc- 
casion of a new writ being moved for 
the borough which he had represented, 
pur limits will only permit us to intro- 
duce extracts. 

Mr Canning, — I, sir, had not the 
happiness (a happiness now counter- 
balanced by a proportionate excess of 
sorrow and regret) to be acquainted 
personally, in private life, with the dis- 
tinguished and amiableindividuahvhose 
loss we hare to deplore. 1 knew him 
only within the walls the House of 
Commons. And even here, from the 
circumstance of my absence during the 
last two sessions, 1 not the good 
fortune to witness the latter and more 
maturedexhibitionof his talents ; which 
(as I am informed, and can well believe) 
at once kept th^ promise of his earlier 
years, and opened still wider expecta- 
tions of future excellence. 

*‘*But I had seen enough of him to 
bhaife in those expectations, arid to be 
sem.ible of what this House and the 
cwntry have lost by his being so pre- 
maturely taken from us. 

He 'had, indeed, qualifications 
eminently calculated to obtain and to 
deserve success. His sound principles 
* —his enlarged views — his various and 


accurate knowledge— the even tenor of 
his manly and temperate eloquence — 
the genuineness of his warmth, when 
into warmth he was betrayed— and, 
above all, the singular modesty with 
which he bore his faculties, and which 
shed a grace and lustre over them all ; 
these qualifications, added to the known 
blamelessness and purity of his private 
character, did not more endear him to 
his friends, than they commanded the 
respect of those to whom he was oppo- 
sed in adverse politics ; they ensured 
to every effort of his abilities an atten- 
tive and favouring audience ; and secu- 
red for him, as the result of ail, a solid 
and unenvied reputation. 

“ I cannot conclude, sir, without 
adverting to a topic in the latter part 
of the speech of my noble friend, upon 
which I most entirely concur with him. 
It would not be seemly to mix with the 
mournful subject of our present medi- 
tation in any thing of a controversial 
nature. But when, for the second time 
within a short course of years, the name 
of an obscure borough is brought be- 
fore us as vacated by the loss of con- 
spicuous talents and character, it may 
be permitted to me, with my avowed 
and notorious opinions on the subject 
of parliamentary constitution, to state, 
without offence, that it is at least some 
consolation for the imputed theoretical 
defects of that constitution, that in 
practice it works so well. A system 
of represencation cannot be wholly vi- 
cious, and altogether inadequate to its 
purposes, which sends to this House a 
succession of such men as those whom 
v/e have now in our remembrance, here 
to develope the talents with which God 
has endowed them, and to attain that 
eminence in the view of their country, 
from which they may be one day called 
to aid her counsels, and to sustain her 
greatness and her glory.” 

Mr Manners Sutton, — “ I know not 
whether 1 ought, even for a moment. 
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to intrude myself on the House : I am 
utterly incapable of adding any thing 
to what has been so well, so feelingly, 
and so truly stated on this melancholy 
occasion ; and yet I hope, without the 
appearance of presumption, 1 may be 
permitted to say, from the bottom of 
my heart, I share in every ^sentiment 
that has been expressed.” 

Mr Wyyin said, that his noble 
Friend (Lord Morpeth), and his Right 
Hon. Friend who had last spoken (Mr 
M. Sutton), had expressed themselves 
concerning their departed friend with 
that feeling of affection and esteem 
which did them so much honour, and 
which was heightened by their habits 
of intimacy, and their opportunities of 
observing his character ; but the vir- 
tues by which he was distinguished 
were not confined within the circle of 
his acquaintance, or concealed from the 
view of the world. Every one who saw 
Mr Horner, had the means of judging 
of his temper, his mildness, and his 
personal virtues ; for ’«^hey were seen 
by all. He carried wii ii him to public 
life, and into the duties and the busi- 
ness of his public station, all that gen- 
tleness of disposition, all that amenity 
of feeling, which adorned his private 
life, and endeared him to his private 
friends. Amidst the heats and contests 
of the House, amidst the vehemence 
of political discussion, amidst the great- 
est conflicts of opinion and opposition 
of judgment, he maintained the same 
mildness and serenity of disposition and 
temper. No eagerness of debate, no 
warmth of feeling, no enthusiasm for 
his own opinions, or conviction of the 
errors of others, ever betrayed him in- 
to any uncandid construction of mo- 
tives, or any asperity towards the 
conduct of his opponents. His loss 
was great, and would long be regret- 
ted." 

Sir S. Romilly said, << that the long 
and most intimate friendship which he 


had enjoyed with the Hon, Member, 
whose loss the House had to deplore, 
might, he hoped, entitle him to the 
melancholy satisfaction of saying a few 
words on this distressing occasion. 
Though no person -better knew, or 
more highly estimated, the private vir- 
tues of Mr Horner than himself, yet, 
as he was not sure that he should be 
able to utter what he felt on that sub- 
ject, he v^uld speak of him only as a 
public man. 

« Of all the estimable qualities 
which distinguished his character, he 
considered as the most valuable^ that 
independence of mind which in him 
was so remarkable. It was from a con- 
sciousness of that independence, and 
from a just sense of its importance, 
that, at the same time that he was sto- 
ring his mind with the most various 
knowledge on all subjects connected 
with our internal economy and foreign 
politics, and that he was taking a con- 
spicuous and most successful part in all 
the great questions which have lately 
been discussed in Parliament, he labo- 
riously devoted himself to all the pain- 
ful duties of his profession. Though 
his success at the bar was not at all 
adequate to his merits, he yet stedfast- 
ly persevered in his labours, and seem- 
ed to consider it as essential to his in- 
dependence, that he should look for- 
ward to his profession alone for the ho- 
nours and emoluments to which his 
extraordinary talents gave him so just 
a claim. 

In the course of the last twelve 
years the House had lost some of the 
most considerable men that ever had 
enlightened and adorned it : \ her ^ was 
this, however, peculiar in their present 
loss. When those great and emi^'ent 
men to whom he affuded were ta^j^n 
from them, the House knew the wholi? 
extent of the loss it had sustained, for 
they had arrived at the full maturity 
of their great powers and endowments.' 
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But no person could recollect— how, 
hii every year since his lamented friend 
/had first taken part in their debates, 
his talents had been improving, his fa- 
culties had been developed, and his 
commanding eloquence had been rising 
with the important subjects on which 
ts'it had been employed — bow every ses- 
sion he had spoken with still increasing 
wgght and authority and effect, and 
had called forth new resour^s of his 
“•"^iqtlghtened and comprehensive mind— 
ami nb4Jie led to conjecture, that, 
^jiotwithstanding the great excellence 
whicl^i in t^e last session, he had at- 
tained, yet if he had been longer spa- 
red, he would have discovered powers 
not yet discovered to the House, and 
of which perhaps he was unconscious 
himself. He should very ill express 
what he fejt upon this occasion, if he ^ 
were to consider the extraordinary qua- 
lities which Mr Horner possessed, apart 
from the ends and objects to which 
they were directed. The greatest elo- 
quence was in itself only an object of 
vain and transient admiration ; it was 
only when ennobled by the uses to 
which it was applied, when directed 
to great and virtuous ends, to the pro- 
tection of the oppressed, to the enfran- 
chisement of the enslaved, to the ex- 
tension of knowledge, to dispelling the 
clouds of ignorance and superstition, 
to the advancement of the best interests 
of the country, and to enlarge the 
sphere of human happiness, that it be- 
came a national benefit and a public 
blessing ; that it wa'^ because the power- 
ful talents, of which they were now de- 
prived, had been uniformly exerted in 
•the pi^rsuit and promoting of such ob- 
jects^ that he considered the loss which 
themad to lament as one of the great- 
estwhich, in the present state of this 
ebuntry, it could possibly have sus- 
tained.’* 

Lord Lascellcs ‘‘ hoped to be excu- 
sed for adding a few words to what had 


been said, though he had not the ho- 
nour of a private acquaintance with Mr 
Horner, whom he knew only in this 
House, where they had almost uni- 
formly voted on opposite sides on every 
great q^iestion. Notwithstanding these 
differences, he had often said in private 
that Mr Homer was one of the great- 
est ornaments of his country ; and he 
would now say in public, that the 
country could not have suTered a 
greater loss. The forms of Parliament 
allowed no means of expressing the 
collective opinions of the House, on 
the honour due to his memory ; but it 
must be consolatory to his friends to 
see that if it had been possible to have 
come to such a vote, it would certainly 
have been unanimous.** 

Henky Erskine, long the most dis- 
tinguished Advocate at the Scottish 
bar, was third son to Henry David, 
last Earl of Buchan. The family of 
Buchan is of considerable antiquity, 
and has held many high hereditary of- 
ficesi as well as made some figure in the 
history of Scotland. At this time, how- 
ever, the patrimonial estate attached to 
the title had become extremely limited. 
This circumstance induced Lord and 
Lady Buchan to fix their resic^^ence at 
St Andrews, where they found an 
agreeable retirement, and could educate 
their children at an University which 
has produced a great number of dis- 
tinguished characters. Lady Buchan, 
a daughter of Sir James Stewart of 
Coltness, was a woman of very superi- 
or character and intelligence, and to 
her instructions may be in a great mea- 
sure ascribed the eminence to which her 
family afterwards attained. The eldest, 
so well known in Scotland as the inhe- 
ritor of the family title, has been chief- 
ly devoted to the pursuits of literature, 
and has sought to distinguish himself 
as a patron of science and art ; while 
Thomas, the youngest, after devoting 
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himself to a military life, rose to the 
first eminence at the English bar, and 
attained the office of Lord Chancellor. 
Henry, the second son, after beginning 
his education at St Andrews, com- 
pleted it at Glasgow and Edinburgh, 
and became a member of the Scottish 
bar in 1768, when he had only attain- 
ed the age of twenty-two. His powers 
of oratory were soon acknowledged 
in all the theatres which Edinburgh 
afforded. One of the earliest was that 
called- the Forum, a promiscuous as- 
semblage of the inhabitants, for the 
purpose of debate. It was carried on 
for some years with great spirit, being 
mainly supported by the speeches of 
Mr Erskine, after being quitted by 
whom, it rapidly dwindled away. Some 
attempts indeed have lately been made 
to revive it, but under inferior auspi- 
ces. The General Assembly of the 
Church, the only deliberative body now 
remaining in Scotland, formed a more 
respectable theatre, into which Mr 
Erskine, who was strongly attached 
both to the doctrines and discipline' of 
the national church, entered with con- 
siderable zeal. But it was in his pro- 
fessional career, that his efforts as a 
speaker were chiefly exerted ; and he 
continued for many years the most 
brilliant ornament of the Scottish bar. 
If some equalled, or even surpassed 
him in depth of legal knowledge, he 
was at least unrivalled in variety of 
illustration, knowledge of literature, 
and of human life, and in the corusca- 
tions of wit, which frequently amid 
the gravest discussions set the bench in 
a roar. Yet those ornaments were so 
well disposed, and kept so completely 
under the controul of sound judgment, 
that they seemed always to illustrate, 
instead of obscuring the argument. 
Although depth and solidity could 
not be considered as his characteristic 
excellencies, yet his advice was on 
m.any occasions gtcatly valued, parti- 


cularly in unravelling the difficulties 
of an intricate case. It, as well as his 
tongue, were ever at the service of in- 
digent and deserving clients. It is 
mentioned that a writer in a remote 
part of Scotland, representing to a 
needy client the impossibility of con- 
tending at law with a wealthy neigh- 
bour, the other replied : “ Ye dinna 
ken what ye say, maister : there’s nac 
a puir mall in Scotland need to want a 
friend, or fear an enemy, while Hsi.rw 
Erskine lives.” During a long^erbd 
of his career, he shone as a rival advo- 
cate to Blair, the late illustrious-Pre- 
sident of the Court of Session, a man 
of equal powers as a lawyer, biit 
whose grave, dignified, and impressive 
tone of pleading, formed the most strik- 
ing contrast with the lively and excur- 
sive oratory of his opponents Mr Ers- 
kine did not shine less in the society of 
Edinburgh, and was long considered 
its most brilliant ornament. In wit, 
he was judged superior to any Scots- 
man of his time, though perhaps ra- 
ther too much of it belonged to that 
inferior species called punning. Many 
sallies of this kind form still, in their 
repetition, the amusement of Edin- 
burgh society, though they are too 
much connected with circumstances of 
time and place, to render them com- 
municable to the public in general. 

Another sphere, in which Mr Ers- 
kine actively moved, was that of poli- 
tics. Here he embraced decidedly the 
side of whiggism, at a time when the 
opposite pnnciples were very predomi- 
nant in Scotland. In 1782, on the ac- 
cession to power of the Rockingham 
administration, he was raised to the of- 
fice of Lord Advocate, the highest 
which can be held by a practitioner at 
the bar, and including in some degrve 
the functions of Minister for Scotland. 
During the high tide of politics which 
flowed during the early periods of the 
French Revolution, such offence was < 
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taken at his conduct, that by a vote of 
the Faculty of Advocates, he was re- 
/ moved from the honourable, though 
not lucrative office of their Dean. On 
the accession of the whigs to power in 
1806, he resumed dliring their short 
ministry, the office of Lord Advocate, 
but did not obtain any permanent ap- 
pointment. We know, however, that 
in. 1803, on the death of Lord Esk- 
^ grove, he was offered the situation of 
iMdOtnd Justice Clerk (President of the 
^ po urt. ) being the second si- 

^ tuiion on the bench. Honourably, 
^ thou^, vve think, injudiciously, he de- 
clineothis liberal offer, and refused to 
fSfcdve an appointment from persona 
with whose political opinions he was 
at variance. Soon after this his health 
began to decline, and in 1814-, finding 
his constitution entirely broken, and 
having raised an independence by his 
professional exertions, he withdrew 
from the bar, and spent the rest of 
his life in the beautiful retirement of 
Ammondale, near Mid-Calder, about 
twelve miles to the west of Edinburgh, 
The ground of this villa originally 
formed part of the family estate, and 
was purchased by him from his bro- 
ther, the Earl of Buchan. He had 
created it himself, and took inexhaust- 
ible delight, not only in rural scenery, 
but in the simplest country occupa- 
tions. He was from t^is time, however, 
a prey to constant maladies, which fre- 
quently obliged him to repair to Eng- 
land. At length medical aid proved 
unavailing, and on the 1st of October, 
1817, he expired at Ammondale in the 
Vlst year of his age. 

The following elegant character is 
understood to come from the pen of 
hjf Jeffrey \ 

‘ “ In his long and splendid career at 
the bar, Mr Erskine was distinguished 
not only by the peculiar brilliancy of 
his wit, and the gracefulness, ease, and 
vivacity of his eloquence, but by the 


still rarer power of keeping those se- 
ducing qualities in perfect subordina- 
tion to his judgment. By their assist- 
ance, he could not only make the most 
repulsive subjects agreeable, but the 
most abstruse easy and intelligible. In 
his profession, indeed, all his wit was 
argument, and each of his delightful 
illustrations a material step in his rea- 
soning. To himself, it seemed always 
as if they were recommended rather 
for their use than their beauty. And 
unquestionably they often enabled him 
to state a fine^rgument or a nice dis- 
tinction, not only in a more striking 
and pleasing way, but actiia’ly with 
greater precision, than could have 
been attained by the severer forms of 
reasoning. 

In this extraordinary talent, as well 
as in the charming facility of his elo- 
quence, and the constant radiance of 
good humour and gaiety which encir- 
cled his manner in debate, he had no 
rival in his own times, and has yet had 
no successor. That part of eloquence 
is now mute, — that honour in abey- 
ance. 

<< As a politician, he was eminently 
distinguished for the two great virtues 
of indexible steadiness to his principles, 
and invariable gentleness and urbanity 
in his manner of asserting them. Such, 
indeed, was the habitual sweetness of 
his temper, and the fascination of his 
manner^j, that, though placed, by his 
rank and talent, in the obnoxious sta- 
tion of a leader of Opposition, at a 
period when political animosities were 
carried to a lamentable height, no in- 
dividual, it is believed, was ever known 
to tfj)eak or to think of him with any 
thing approaching to personal hostili- 
ty. In return, it may be said with 
equal correctness, that though baffled 
in some of his pursuits, and not quite 
handsomely disappointed of some of 
the honours to which his claim was 
universally admitted, he never allowed 
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the alightest shade of discontent to rest 
upon his mind, nor the least drop of 
bitterness to mingle with his blood. 
He was 80 utterly incapable of rancour, 
that even the rancorous felt that he 
ought not to be made its victim. 

He possessed, in an eminent degree, 
that deep sense of revealed religion, 
and that zealous attachment to the 
Presbyterian Establishment, which had 
lon^ been hereditary in his family. His 
habits were always strictly moral and 
temperate, and in the latter part of his 
life even abstemious. Though the life 
and the ornament of every society into 
which he entered, he was always most 
happy and most delightful at home, 
where the buoyancy of his spirits, and 
the kindness of his heart, found all that 
they required of exercise or enjoyment; 
and though without taste for expensive 
pleasures in his own person, he was 
ever most indulgent and munificent to 
his children, and a liberal benefactor 
to all who depended on his bounty. 

** He finally retired from the exercise 
of that profession, the highest honours 
of which he had at least deserved, about 
the year 1812 , and spent the remainder 
of his days in domestic retirement, at 
that beautiful villa which had been 
formed by his own taste, and in the 
improvement and adornment of which 
he found his latest occupation. Pas- 
sing, then, at once, from all the bustle 
and excitement of a public life to a 
scene of comparative inactivity, he 
never felt one moment of ennui or de- 
jection ; but retained unimpaired, till 
within a day or two of his death, not 
only all his intellectual activity and so- 
cial affections, but, when not undel* the 
immediate affliction of a painful and 
incurable disease, all that gaiety of 
spirit, and all that playful and kindly 
sympathy with innocent enjoyment, 
which made him the idol of the young, 
and the object of cordial aiUchment 


and unenvying admiration to his friends 
of all ages.** ^ 

The following is stated to come from 
the pen of a friend : . 

“ The character of Mr Erskine^s 
eloquence bore i strong resemblance 
to that 'pf his noble brother, (Lord 
Srskine) but being much less 
sive, it was better calculated to leave a 
forcible impression : he had the art of 
concentratting his ideas, and presenting 
them at once in so luminous andirf^ 
sistible a form, as to render hip^'eamfi 
masters of the view he took of his sub- 
ject ; which, .however dry pr complex 
in its nuture, never failed to become 
entertaining and instructive in’ his 
hands ; for, to professional knowledge 
of the highest order, he united a most 
extensive acquaintance with history, 
literature, aud science ; and, a tho- 
rough conversancy with human life 
and moral and political philosophy. 
The writer of this article has witness- 
ed, with pleasure and astonishment, 
the widely different emotions excited 
by the amazing powers of his oratory ; 
fervid and affecting in the extremest 
degree, when the occasion called for 
it ; and no less powerful, in opposite 
circumstances,^ by the potency of wit, 
and the brilliancy of comic humour, 
which constantly excited shouts of 
laughter throughout the precincts of 
the Court, — the mirthful glee even ex- 
tending itself to the ermined sages, 
who found too much amusement in 
the scene to check the fascinating ac- 
tor of it. He assisted the great powers 
of bis understanding by an indefatiga- 
ble industry, not commonly annexed 
to extraordinary genius ; and he kept 
his mind open for the admission of 
knowledge, by the most unafFed^ted 
modesty pf deportment. The har- 
mony of his periods, and the accuracy 
of his expressions, in his most unpre- 
meditated speeches, were not among 
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the least of his oratorical accomplish- 
ments. » 

* “ In the most rapid of his flights, 

when his tongue could scarce keep 
pace with his thoughts, he never fail- 
ed to seize the choicest words in the 
treasury of our language. The apt, 
^ bea.utiful, and varied images which 
C(^n8tantly decorated his judicial ad- 
dresses, suggested themselves instan- 
jtan eously, and appeared, lilft the sol- 
Cadmus, in complete armour 
'^^^ahw^t.X^y^tipport the cause of their 
^creator, the most remarkable feature 
of wh ^ e ^ loQuence was, that it never 
made * mm^werve by one hair-breadth 
‘^Jroftrthe minuter details most befitting 
^is purpose ; for,|^vith matchless skill, 
he rendered the most dazzling oratory 
subservient to the uses of consummate 
special pleadings so that his prudence 
and sagacity as an advocate, were as de- 
cisive as his speeches were splendid. In 
person Mr Erskine was above the mid- 
dle size, well proportioned, but slen- 
der ; his features were all character^ and 
most strikingly expressive of the rare 
qualities of his mind. In early life his 
carriage was remarkably graceful — 
dignified and impressive as occasion re- 
quired it ; in manner he was gentle, 
playful, and unassuming, and so per- 
suasive was his address, that he never 
failed to attract attention, and by the 
spell of irresistible fascination to fix, 
and enchain it. His voice was power- 
ful and melodious, his enunciation un- 
commonly accurate and distinct, and 
there was a peculiar grace in his utter- 
ance which enhanced the value of all 
he said, and engraved the remembrance 

* of it indelibly on the minds of his 
hearers.’* 

Mr Erskine was first married to 
Christina, daughter of George Fullar- 
ton, Esq. Collector of the Customs at 
Leith, by whom he had three daugh- 
ters, (one of whom died young,) and 

• two sons. She died in 1804', and he 


afterwards married Mrs Turnbull, for- 
merly Miss Munro, an extremely ami- 
able and accomplished lady, who sur- 
vived him. 

John Philpot Cuukan was born* 
on the 24‘th July, 1750, at Newmarket, 
an obscure town in the county of 
Cork in Ireland. His parents were in 
humble circumstances, but his father is 
said to have been a man of some learn- 
ing, and his mother was distinguished 
by a strong masculine understanding. 
His own account was : — “ The only 
inheritance I could boast of from my 
poor father, was the very scanty one of 
an unattractive face and person like his 
own ; and if the world has ever attri- 
buted to me something more valuable 
than either face or person, or men^ 
earthly wealth, it was, that anoth(*r 
and a dearer parent gave her cbdd 
a portion from the treasure of her 
mind.'' The indications of capacity 
which John early displayed, so strong- 
ly affected Mr Boyse, the clergyman 
of the place, that he took him iuto his 
house, and gave him the rudiments of 
learning. He was then sent to the free 
school of Middleton, where he prepa- 
red himself to become a student of Tri- 
nity College Dublin. He went thither 
at the somewhat late age of nineteen, 
but soon distinguished himself by his 
proficiency in classical studies, for 
which he ever after retained a taste. 
The ambition of his parents, in which 
he originally acquiesced, was, that he 
should be a clergyman ; but after a 
shorten residence at College, his own 
taste, and the advice of his fellow-stu- 
dents, induced him to prefer the bar. 
This change was a deep disappoint- 
ment to his mother, who, when con- 
gratulated on her son's abilities, would 
exclaim, “ Oh, yes i but it breaks my 
heart to think what a noble preacher 
was lost to the church, when John dis- 
appointed us all, and insisted on being 
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a lawyer/* When congratulated on his 
having reached the first honours of the 
law, she replied, Don’t speak to me 
•f judges ; John was fit for any thing ; 
and had he but followed our advice, it 
•might hereafter be written upon my 
tomb, that I had died the mother of a 
bishop/* At college, young Curran 
had the reputation of being very 
clever and very wild/* and being full 
of ‘‘ wit, and fun, and fire,** his convi. 
vial society was eagerly courted. He 
was thus engaged in many of those 
schemes of extravagant frolic, preva- 
lent in this University, and which, be- 
sides placing him sometimes in awk* 
ward situations, led to frequent pecuni- 
ary embarrassments, always borne, how- 
ever, with gaiety and good humour. He 
made, notwithstanding, many respecta- 
ble friends, among whom the ablest ap- 
pears to have bcenone Apjohn, of whom 
he himself says, “ his abilities and attain- 
ments were so many and so rare, that 
if they could have been distributed 
among a dozen ordinary persons, the 
shares of each would have promoted 
him to the rank of a man of talent/* 
A premature death prevented him from 
being known to the world. 

From the University, Mr Curran 
went over to London, and became a 
student of law in the Society of the 
Middle Temple. He appears here for 
some time at least to have studied 
hard, and led a retired life. “ I never 
thought,** says he, “ solitude could 
lean so heavily on me as I find it does : 
1 rise, most commonly, in the morning 
between five and six, and read astfnuch 
as my eyes will permit me till dinner- 
time ; Lthen go out and dine, and 
from that till bed-time I mope about 
between my lodgings and the Park.** 
From a combined view to economy and 
aiMisement, he used to frequent the in- 
ferior eating houses ; and in one of his 
letters gives a view of London politics, 
which IS curious, as coming from him. 


Here,** says he, ** every coal-porter 
is a politician, and vends his maxims 
in public with all the importance of a 
man who thinks he is exerting himself 
for the public service; he claims the 
privilege of looking as wise as possi- 
ble, and of talking as loud, of damning 
the ministry/ and abusing the king, 
with less reserve than he would his 
own equal. Yet, little as these poor 
people understand of the liberty they 
contend so warmly for, or the measji^Fj^ 
they rail against, it rcconcilga-oneiao 
their absurdity, by consiSering tnat 
they are happy at so small an exj^ence 
as being ridiculous ; and they certainlv 
receive more pleasure from the prower 
of abusing, then th^ would from the 
reformation of what they condemn.** 
It was during Mr Currai/s residence 
in London, that his power of speak- 
ing, hitherto unknown to himself, first 
displayed itself. At college he shewed 
a hurried and confused utterance, which 
made him get the name of “ stuttering 
Jack Curran ;’* and even those who 
formed the highest ideas of his success 
at the bar, conceived that it would be 
only as a chamber counsel. A small 
debating club being formed at the 
Temple, he undertook one evening to 
open the debate. He says, ** I stood 
up — the question was the Catholic 
claims or th^ slave trade, I protest 1 
now forget which, but the difference, 
you know, was never very obvious — 
my mind was stored with about a folio 
volume of matter, but I wanted a pre- 
face, and for want of a preface the vo- 
lume was never published. 1 stood up, 
trembling through every fibre ; but re- 
membering that in this 1 was but imi- 
tating Tully, 1 took courage, and had 
actually proceeded almost as far as 
♦ Mr Chairman/ when to my astonish- 
ment and terror, I perceived that every 
eye was rivetted upon me. There were 
only six or seven present, and the little 
room could not have contained as many 
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more ; yet was it» to my panic-struck 
imagination, as if I were the central 
^ ohji ct in nature, and assembled mil- 
lions were gazing upon me in breath- 
less expectation. I became dismayed 
and dumb ; my friends cried ‘ hear 
him !* but there was nothing to hear.*^ 
He ventured, however, tt) a large thea- 
tre, ^called “ the Devils of T emple-bar/' 
where, however, he long confined him- 
f chiefly to aye and no, ‘^hose ma- 
Riid elements of Parliamentary elo- 
"™eneeu*U/3|,t length, one evening when 
^ .ortified by a good dinner and an extra 
glass.^^jyinch, and provoked by the 
jbsii r^ity and taunts of one of the 
^JpeSkers, he burst forth and produced 
S^n oration, which procured the ap- 
plause of the assembly, and was ho- 
noured, according to the usage of this 
learned body, with an invitation to a 
supper of cheese and porter. The 
spell being thus broken, he applied 
himself with the utmost diligence to 
the improvement of. his talents for 
oratory. His enunciation was natural- 
ly impeded, his voice shrill, and his ac- 
cent strongly provincial, or (to use his 
own expression^ “ in a state of na- 
ture to remove these defects, he 
adopted the practice o|^ daily reading 
aloud, slowly and distinctly, and of 
most studiously observing and imita- 
ting the tones and mapne^ of more skil- 
ful speakers. The success of this exer- 
cise and study was so complete, that 
among his most unrivalled excellencies 
as an orator, were the clearness of his 

• articulation, and* a peculiar, uninter- 
rupted, graduated intonation ; which, 
whatever was the aubject, whether 

‘ tender or impassioned, melodised every 
period. His person was without dig- 
nity or grace— short, slender, and in- 
elegantly proportioned. To attain an 
action, that might conceal as much as 
possible these deficiencies, he recited 
perpetually before a mirror, and se- 

• Iccicd the gcsticulalioij that he thought 


best adapted to hit imperfect stature* 
To habituate his mintj to extemporane* 
ous fluency, he not only regularly at- 
tended the debating clubs of London, 
but, both before and after his admis- 
sion to the bar, resorted to a system of 
solitary exercise, of which the irksome- 
ness cannot he well appreciated by 
those who have never practised it. He 
either extracted a case from his books, 
or proposed to himself some original 
question ; and this he used to debate 
alone,’ with the same anxious attention 
to argument Ind to diction, as if he 
were discussing it in open court. Mr 
Curran’s learning was never considered 
as profound ; yet, besides great classi- 
cal knowledge, he became familiar with 
the popular French and English au- 
thors. He made ever and anon vigor- 
ous plunges at the law, the repetition 
of which at length produced a compe- 
tent knowledge. One of his favourite 
studies was the Holy Scriptures, which, 
independent of higher claims, he parti- 
cularly admired as literary composi- 
tions. He drew from them frequent 
allusions in his speeches, and particu- 
larly derived from thqjn a power of 
solemn obtestation, that proved pecu- 
liarly effective in the awful circum- 
stances under which he was sometimes 
called upon to plead. 

Mr Curran came to the bar in 1775. 
An eminent judge laid it down as a 
principle that a man, to excel as a 
lawyer, must be without a shilling. 
Besides the full profession of this pri- 
mary requisite, Mr Curran had too 
many others not to be fully assured of 
success. Yet he displayed at first 
the same timidity which had been so 
striking in his youthful attempts at 
oratory. The first brief he received, 
when opened, dropped from his hands, 
and a friend who stood by was left to 
read it. His mouth, however, was soon 
opened, and he never after gave any 
room to consider timidity as one of his 
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faults. It is remarkable also, that all 
his orations wer? pronounced extem- 
pore, or at least with only the prepa- 
ration of a few hasty notes. Those 
made previous to some of his most 
celebrated speeches do not exceed four 
or five lines. He soon acquired the 
reputation of the most eloquent speak- 
er that had ever appeared at the Irish 
bar. His oratory has never been ful- 
ly appreciated on our side of the wa- 
ter. His speeches, never written out 
by himself, have been always imperfect- 
ly reported, and were pfrobably better 
suited in themselves for extemporane- 
ous delivery, than for being deliberate- 
ly read. Irish pleading, too, differs 
widely in its style from the gravity and 
technicality ofthe English, or even from 
the more free expanded reasoning of the 
Scottish. It is filled with the boldest 
flights of passion and fancy, marked 
by a tone of violent and airy exagger- 
ation, which no other nation could 
tolerate. It is seasoned, moreover, with 
a kind of broad humour, which we 
can scarcely relish. But what most 
astonishes us, is the strain of personali- 
ty which then ^t Jeast pervaded it. The 
barrister loaded with abuse not only 
the cause, but the private character of 
his opponent ; and not unfrequently 
the two parties passed direct from the 
bar to the field, to decide the contest 
with deadlier weapons. Nor were these 
invectives confined to the barrister, but 
were often, behind a very thin veil, point- 
ed directly against the judge. Such a 
proceeding, besides its indecency, was 
80 manifestly ruinous to tbe client, that 
one would think it must have been soon 
discouraged. On the contrary, among 
this bold- spirited people, such flights 
served only to give distinction to an 
advocate. Mr Curran is said to have 
derived a considerable accession of 
practice in consequence of an attack 
on Judge Robertson, who had thrown 
out a sarcasm on the smallness of his 


library ; Mr Curran, who knew him 
to be the author of some anonymous 
political pamphlets, replied, his li- 
brary might be small, but he thanked 
heaven that among his books there 
were none of the wretched productions 
of the franticpamphletteersof the day. 
I find it more instructive, my lord, to 
study good works than to compose b^d 
ones ; my books may be few, but the 
title pageH’give me the writers' names ; 
my shelf is not disgraced by any of sucTr^ 
rank absurdity, that their autWrs' 
are ashamed to own them.** Not less , 
strange would it appear tq a 
audience, to hear the^ pleader *endea,- 
vouring to conciliate the judge byTe-j 
calling the early days of social inter- 
course they had passed together, and 
their youthful companions now de- 
ceased ; and to see the two weeping 
and sobbing in concert. 

The Irish lawyers who rose to any 
eminence in their profession, usually 
aspired to make a figure in public life, 
and from the greater rarity of infor- 
mation among the gentry, in general, 
they obtained a higher place in Parlia- 
ment than the same class in England. 
The period was critical ; the country, 
during the greater part of his career, 
being torn by the utmost violence of 
contending factions. Ireland had been 
always an unfortunate and suffering 
country. England, from the first, acted 
to her more or less the part of a step- 
mother ; and the revolution, so auspi- 
cious to the rest of the empire, brought 
to her a great accession of evil. Her 
Catholic population, and attachment 
to the Stuarts, placed her in a hostile 
attitude to the sister country ; and 
even the >vhigs, the advocates of liber- 
ty, were the foremost in imposing re- 
straints and penalties upon Ireland. 
The state of landed property, and the 
relations which habit had established 
between landlord and tenant, were 
perhaps a more prolific and irremedia- 
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ble source of miscVy. Iii 1782, Ireland 
obtained an independent Parliament, 
'^and a free trade ; but notwithstanding 
these great boons, her people remained 
still dissatisfied. The French revolu- 
tion kindled the fire into a blaze. Ex- 
tensive associations were formed for 
effecting a separation frem England, 
an^l creating a republic. An executive 
directory was appointed, in imitation 
^f France ; and the mass of rfie nation 
P^ied themselves in acquiring the use 
^rWms, preparatory to the grand ap- 
,proaching struggle. In these circum- 
stanceii. violently opposed parties 
were farmed in the national councils. 
"Vne^aintained that concession, even 
itself reasonable, would at the pre- 
sent moment only embolden the; mal- 
contents, and that the true policy was 
to overawe them by a display of 
power and severity. The other called 
fc)r conciliation, and insisted that by 
granting the overt demands of Parlia- 
mentary Reform and Catholic Emanci- 
pation, all that was dangerous in the 
public discontent would be appeased. 
Without inqqijn^ whether thia last 
opinion could be held justly, we con- 
ceive there is no doubt it could be 
held honestly. By Mr^Curran it was 
adopted with the most enthusiastic and 
devoted zeal. He espoused the cause 
of the people less, i| h|i3 been said, 
with the warmth of a patriot, than with 
the romantic idolatry of a lover. His 
temper, ardent, generous, and impa- 
tient of controul, naturally inclined 
him to it ; and Eiis mind was always 
bound by the closest ties to that class 
from among whom he rose. Most of 
his leisure was spent at Newmarket, 
where he maintained the most intimate 
connection with all classes of4he inha- 
bitants. On his arrival there,’Tiis house 
was instantly crowded, and he was 
hailed by varied greetings, some in 
Fnglish, some in Irish, and some in a 
mixtureof both languages; whileothers 


appeared by deputy, being at that mo- 
ment in trouble that is, imprison- 
ed for some misdemeanour — from the 
efforts of which they wished the 
Counsellor's’* aid in relieving them. 
Both in the courts of Dublin and in 
the circuits, he held constant inter- 
course with the lower orders, and his 
familiar and accessible manners render- 
ed him, as it were, their personal ac- 
quaintance. Among the whole body, 
accordingly, the admiration of his ta- 
lents and attachment to his person were 
almost unbouifded. His person and 
character were so purely national, that, 
forgetting the difference of rank, they 
fondly considered him as one them^ 
selves^ and viewed his success as their 
own triumph. 

Mr Curran appeared with distinction 
in parliament, but did not reach the 
same eminence as Mr Ponsonby and 
Mr Grattan. His time was much en- 
grossed by professional pursuits, and 
he wanted probably those powers of 
solid and regular debate, which are re- 
quisite on such a theatre. He acted 
rather as a light skirmisher in aiding 
the movements of others. His present 
views soon involved him in open hosti- 
lity with Mr Fitzgibbon, afterwards 
Lord Clare, and Chancellor of Ireland, 
with whom he had begun life on a 
friendly footing. At Mr Curran’s first 
appearance in the House of Commons, 
Mr Fitzgibbon undertook to put 
down the young patriot and, among 
other things, called him a puny bab- 
bler;” Mr Curran replied in a strain 
of such keen invective, that a duel im- 
mediately followed. Their enmity con- 
tinued ; and Lord Clare, v^hen he be- 
came Chanifellor, \v:a8 so illiberal as to 
mark it, by excluding Mr Curran froip 
practice in his court. The barrister, 
however, seized an opportunity of re- 
venge, when called to plead before the 
privy council, in a case between the 
parliament and the city of Dublin. He 
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theiiy under a slight veil, drew a cha- 
racter of Lord Clare, so keenly satiri- 
cal, as delighted the by-standers, and 
extorted visible marks of agitation from 
the object of it. 

The rebellion now came, and proved 
the brilliant and fatal theatre of glory 
to Mr Curran. He was, at this time, 
strongly urged by the administration, 
particularly by Lord Kilwarden, to 
change his party. “ I tell you,*^ said 
the latter, ** that you have attached 
yourself to a desperate faction, that 
will abandon you at last, with whom 
you have nothing to expect but dan- 
ger and disappointment ; with us, how 
different would be your condition ?’* 
Mr Curran, however, replied, “ that he 
knew better than his friend could do, 
the men with whom he was associated ; 
that they were not a desperate faction | 
that their cause was that of Ireland ; 
and that, even though it should be 
eventually branded with the indelible 
stigma of failure, he would never re- 
gret that it was with such men, and 
such a course, that he had linked his 
final destinies.” He now undertook 
successively the defence of all the un- 
fortunate men who, before, during, and 
after the rebellion, were arraigned for 
high-treason. Never could more splen- 
did occasions be offered to that impas- 
sioned and pathetic eloquence in which 
he excelled. The crime of the sufferers 
was not of a nature to exclude interest 
in their fate, which was often accom- 
panied by the most affecting private 
circumstances ; and, though the guilt 
was usually undoubted, yet the impure 
character of the quondam associates by 
whose evidence they were convicted, 
and the dispositign of Ihe judges to 
overlook the strict forms of justice, af- 
forded ample ground for acuteness and 
argument. On one occasion, a clash of 
arms was heard in the court, evidently 
directed in a menacing manner against 
the pleader, who called out, “ You 


may assassinate, but you shall not in- 
timidate me but the noise was im- 
mediately silenced by the rebuke of thes, 
judge. The effect of these speeches was 
Heightened by their being pronounced • 
often at midnight, by the glare of 
torches, and amid crowds of specta- 
tors, whose agitated looks and gestures 
shewed them to have been sharers in 
the deeds which were now in judgment. 
The triai of Hamilton Rowan was the_ 
first and most celebrated of these qc- - 
casions ; it was followed by thos^ of 
.Jackson, Finnerty, Finney, (in which'’ 
he succeeded,) the Sheares^s^j^^Cann, 
Byrne, Bond. The insurreittion of 
180S, marked by the atrociousThur- ^ 
der of Lord Kilwarden, was attended 
with circumstances peculiarly pain- 
ful to Mr Curran. Mr Robert Em- 
mett, its original contriver, a young 
man of high accomplishments and ami- 
able manners, had been a visitor of Mr 
Curran’s, and, unknown to him, had 
formed an attachment to his youngest 
daughter. His apprehension took place 
in consequence of an attempt to see, for 
the last time, the obiect of his affec- 
tions. These particulars appearing from 
his papers, a warrant wasissued to search 
Mr Curran’s house, when several let- 
ters were found, proving Emmett’s share 
in the insurrection, and which were af- 
terwards use^d on his trial. This was 
to Mr Curran the first intimation of 
the attachment of his daughter to Em- 
mett, and he felt deeply the advantage 
which his enemies might make of such 
a circumstance. He immediately wait- 
ed upon Mr O’Grady, the attorney- 
general, and tendered his person and pa- 
pers to abide any inquiry which govern- 
ment might direct. That gentleman 
received him in the most friendly man- 
ner, and went with him to the privy 
council, when it appeared, that all the 
circumstances could be explained with- 
out the possibility of an unfavourable 
conjecture. 
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The next crisis of Mr Curran’s life 
occurred in 1806, when his political 
friends came into power. By an ar- 
rangement then made, upon the retire- 
ment of Sir Michael Smith, he was ap- 
pointed Master of the Rolls. Thismight 
in some respects be considered a fortu- 
nate situation, since it ranained with 
hiyn, after the speedy removal of his 
frieuds from office. He was not satis- 
^ed^ however, and wished fOr one to 
wdiioh greater political power and in- 
^^fl^nce should be attached. In the ex- 
perience of this employment, also, he 
found Jii«,^irita flag extremely, front 
Uie w^t of that bustle and excitation 
flitch he had been for twenty years 
"^involved, and which was suited to his 
character. In order to keep his mind 
in activity, he thought of literary em- 
ployments, and projected memoirs of 
his life, and even a novel ; but his 
aversion to written composition was so 
invincible, that he never could make 
any progress. He endeavoured to en- 
liven his time by visits to London, to 
Paris, and to Scotland. The society 
of the twok(j{|;mer places he greatly 
disliked ; of thelatter, we are happy 
to say, his opinion was very much to 
the contrary. In 1814, he resigned his 
office in favour of Sir llames McMa- 
hon, and spent the rest of his life chief- 
ly in the neighbourhood, of London. 
His constitution at length gave way 
under repeated paralytic affections, and 
he died on 18th November 1817. He 
left three sons and two daughters. 

John Thomas Duckworth was 
the son of the Rev. Henry Duckworth, 
■ rector of Fulmer, in Buckinghamshire, 
and was born at Leatherhead, Surry, 
in 1748. He entered the navy at the 
age of eleven, and continued in it ele- 
ven years, till, in 1770, he obtained the 
rank of lieutenant He was present at 
theengagementwithCountd’Estaigne, 
• and was covered with the blood of a 
negro, shot by his side, lie was soon 


after appointed master and commander 
of the Rover sloop-of-war. Being soon 
after obliged to bring the Vessel home 
in a sickly state, and encountering a 
difficult passage, he distinguished him- 
self by humanity and care towards his 
crew. The peace which occurred soon 
after, threw Obtain Duckworth out 
of employment for a number of years ; 
but when war broke out in 1793, he 
was immediately appointed to the Orion 
of 74 guns. He was present at Lord 
Howe's victory of the Ist of June, 
and his name occurs in the list of those 
who distinguished themselves on that 
occasion. In 1798, he was employed 
in the attack on Minorca, and though 
provided with very inadequate means, 
succeeded, by his boldness and enter- 
prize, in capturing that strongly for- 
tified island, which had always, we 
know not why, been an object of Bri- 
tish ambition. Being afterwards em- 
ployed on the Leeward Islands, on the 
breaking out of war with the northern 
powers, he was directed to reduce se- 
veral of those belonging to Denmark. 
His conduct in this service afforded so 
much satisfaction, that he received the 
honour of knighthood, with a pension 
of 10001. a-year. The short suspension 
of hostilities in 1802, was spent by the 
admiral in the bosom of his family; but 
the speedy renewal of war called him 
again into active service. After crui- 
zing for some time off Cadiz, he set 
out with a squadron for St Domingo, 
in order to intercept a fleet which the 
French had dispatched for the succour 
o( that important colony. He came up 
with them in the bay of St Domingo, 
and, notwithstanding all the attempts 
made by the French admiral to escape, 
he was overtaken by the activity of Sir 
John, and his whole squadron, consist- 
ing of five sail of the line, after a sharp 
conflict, destroyed or taken. T wo ran on 
shore, the other three were carried into 
Jamaica. On this occasion, Admiral 
Duckworth received the unanimous 
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thanks of both Houses of Parliament, 
and was presented by the corporation 
of London with a sword of the value of 
200 guineas. When the war on the con- 
tinent broke out in 1806, he was sent 
into the Mediterranean, with the view 
of compelling Turkey to desist from 
her operations against Russia, which 
weakened the efforts of that power in 
the common cause. This object was to 
be effected by a naval attack on Con- 
stantinople ; and the British fleet ac- 
tually succeeded in forcing the pas- 
sage of the Dardanelles, notwithstand- 
ing the forts by which it was guarded ; 
but its force was then found insuffici- 
ent to effect any further object. The 
expedition thus entirely failed ; but the 
public were inclined to impute the 
blame less to the admiral, than to the 
planners, who had weakened his force 
by detaching a great part of it, with- 
out motive or object, to attack Alex- 
andria, Admiral Duckworth, during 
the rest of his life, commanded on the 
Newfoundland and Plymouth stations. 
He died on the 14th April 1817, lea- 
ving the reputation of a great, humane, 
and experienced commander. Near the 
end of his life, he had the affliction of 
losing an only son, a colonel in the 
army of the Duke of Wellington in 
Spain, 

Death during this year ceased not its 
havoc among the great onesof the earth. 
In this year died the Duke of Nouth- 
umberland, bearing a name which re- 
calls all the pomp of the feudal ages, 
combined v\ ith a fortune which enabled 
him to emulate royal splendour. He 
possessed also mere personal merit than 
is usually attached to such favourable 
circumstances of birth and fortune. 
Though disappointed, very unhand- 
somely as he thought, by ministry, in 
the nomination of a governor to Tyne- 
mouth fort, he volunteeied his services 
on occasion of the American war, where 
he distinguished himself on several oc- 


casions, At the battle of Lexington, 
he came opportunely to the succour of 
Colonel Smith ; and General Gage, in 
his dispatch, observed, “ that too much 
praise cannot be given to Lord Percy 
for his remarkable activity during the 
whole day.'* On his return to England 
he was well seceived by ministers, and 
appointed first Colonel, and then Lieu- 
tenant-general. A propositionwas even 
made to place him at the head of the 
commission sent out to treat with the 
American government ; but this pro- 
posal failed, in consequence of Lord' 
Percy demanding the honou r of t he Gar- 
ter before setting out, whil^j-^nisters 
only promised it after his returiJ.- On 
the 6th June, 1786, he succeeded to 
the title of Duke of Northumberland. 
He had been married in 1764, at the 
age of twenty-one, to Lady Anne Stu- 
art, third daughter of the Earl of Bute. 
This union proved unfortunate, and was 
dissolved by parliament in March 1779. 
He was afterwards married to the beau- 
tiful Miss Burrell, whom he met at 
Spa, when she particularly excited his 
admiration by her filial ^are of Sir 
Peter Burrell her father, who had re- 
aired thither for the benefit of his 
ealth. The duke, after his accession 
to the title, spent most of his time in 
the bosom of his family. Though his 
general support was given to Mr Pitt, 
he maintained always an independent 
character, and was often found voting 
against the minister. While managing 
his affairs with order and economy, he 
maintained all the pomp suited to his 
high rank. Alnwick Castle, the seat 
attached to his vast domains, North- 
umberland-house, his town residence, 
and the beautiful villa of Sion on the 
Thames, were all enlarged and impro- 
ved by him. At Alnwick, he kept up 
an image of the feudal times, by holding 
two or three days of the week as pub- 
lic days, in which his table was open 
to all who chose to enter. The “ Percy . 
tenantry*’ composed a formidable bo- 
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dy of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
equipped and paid by himself. He gave 
also great attention to the improve- 
ment of his estates and the comfort of 
his tenants. During a great part of 
his life, he was subject to habitual ill 
health, which obliged |jim repeatedly 
to* seek the milder climate of Disbon. 
At length his constitution yielded to 
repeated attacks, and hecx{^red on the 
10th of July 1817. 

Thenameof Marlborough, though 
not so ancient as that of Northumber- 
iand,yccHls still higher ideas of Bri- 
tish /lory. George, the third Duke, 
Vas born on the 26th January, 1738. 
He originally entered upon the mili- 
tary life, a natural destination, which, 
however, he soon quitted, and devoted 
himself entirely to peaceful pursuits. 
Having repaired to Italy, he employ- 
ed himself, under the advice of Mr 
Jennings, the celebrated coiinoiseur, in 
collecting a noble cabinet of antiques, 
paying large sums for many of the spe- 
cimens. On his return, he added to 
his cabinet fnet^arneos and intaglios of 
the Arundelian collection. His Mar- 
riage of Cupid and Psyche was pro- 
nounced, by Horace Walpole, to be 

the finest remain of ancient sculpture 
of that kind.’' The cabinet was en- 
graved, at the Duke’s expcncc, by 
Bartolozzi, and formed a most splen- 
did work, in two voliimewS, which, how- 
ever, was not published, but only pre- 
sented to some jftiblic institutions, and 
a few distinguished virtuosi.- He be- 
stowed also much care in the orna- 
ment of Blenheim, employing, for this 
purpose, the celebrated planner, known 
by the name of Capability Browne. A 
magnificent wall was made to enclose 
a vast extent of ornamented country, 
including farms, parks, gardens, and 
all the varieties of rural scenery. The 
landscape had before wanted water, 
but the stream of the Glyme was now 
turned into it, and was made to expand 
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into a lake of two or three hundred 
acres in extent. The Duke likewise 
shewed always a taste for the mathe- 
matical sciences, particularly astrono- 
my. He had a splendid observatory 
fitted up at Blenheim ; and he present- 
ed to the University of Oxford one of 
the finest and largest telescopes which 
London artists could produce. He was 
a generous contributor to the wants 
of the neighbouring peasantry, and to 
the public charities of the city and 
county. Hoi had been feeling the in- 
firmities of advanced age, but was not 
supposed in any immediate danger, 
when, on the morning of the 30th 
January, he was found dead in his bed, 
in the 79th year of his age. 

In looking abroad, the most eminent 
deceased character appears to be Mar- 
shal Massena. In the absence of 
Buonaparte, he ranks as the oldest and 
most illustrious of that series of great 
military commanders who have adorn- 
ed the recent annals of France. He 
w^as born at Nice, in 1755, of humble 
parents. He did not enter the mili- 
tary service till the commencement of 
the revolutionary war, when he obtain- 
ed the place of an inferior officer, and 
served during the invasion of Pied- 
mont, in 1793. He soon distinguish- 
ed himself, and, in an army where me- 
rit commanded speedy promotion, was 
successively raised to the situations of 
superior officer, general of brigade, 
and general of division. In 1795, he 
commanded, under Buonaparte, the 
right wing of the army of Italy, and 
during that splendid campaign, which 
laid the foundation to the latter of 
fame and greatness, Massena afforded 
such effectual aid, that the general-in- 
chief used to call him, “ the favourite 
child of fortune.” He appeared first 
as a separate commander in 1799, at 
a most critical period for the French 
revolutionary government. The cam- 
paign had been most disastrous ; Jour- 

p 
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dan and Moreau were obliged to re- 
treat before the Archduke Charles, 
and the Russians, under Suwarrow, had 
driven the French entirely out of Italy. 
A fresh army of that nation, under 
Korsakoff, was now traversing Swit- 
zerland, for the purpose of marching 
directly upon Paris. Massena met him, 
and a dreadful battle ensued, which, 
after lasting three days, terminated in 
the total overthrow of the hitherto un- 
conquered Russians. In 1800, after 
the return of BuonapcKrte, Massena 
commanded in Italy, and was obliged, 
with a vast inferiority of force, to make 
head against Melas. He exerted all 
the resources of skill and bravery in 
the defence of Genoa, and maintained 
his ground till iSapolcon, with a fresh 
army, arrived in Italy, and decided the 
campaign by the battle of Marengo, 
In 1805, while Buonaparte led in per- 
son the grand army into Germany, he 
entrusted that of Italy to Massena, 
who was there opposed to the Arch- 
duke Charles. The entire overthrow 
and destruction of Mack, however, 
rendered it impossible for the Arch- 
duke to hazard a conflict. He re- 
treated without loss, and even repulsed 
his rival at Caldiero, so that Massena 
had no opportunity of distinguishing 
himself, but joined the grand army, and 
was present at Austerlitz. After this, 
he was for some time unemployed, and 
it was suspected that his long-establish- 
ed military reputation, only rivalled 
by that of Moreau, inspired jealousy 
into Napoleon, who preferred entrust- 
ing commands to officers of his own 
raising. Still his services were called 
for when any urgent necessity arose. 
Such was that of the Austrian war in 
1 809. At the first memorable attempt 
to pass theDanube,Massenacommand- 
ed the 5th corps, and took a most ac- 
tive part in coveiing the retreat of the 
army, after their disastrous repulse. 
On this occasion his merit was warmly 
acknowledged, and he obtained the 


title of Prince of Essling, in addition 
to that which he had formerly borne, 
of Duke of Rivoli. His next employ- 
ment was at the head of the army des- 
tined to drive the English out of Por- 
tugal. It has been alleged, that this 
undertaking w^s pitched upon with a 
presentiment of its ill success, and in 
contemplation of the loss which his re- 
putation nyght sustain from the failure. 
Certain it is, that the campaign was 
unfortunate. At first, indeed, the 
English army retreated before him ; 
but he was unable to gain any advan- 
tage over it, or finally to malf&’a,ijy im- 
pression on its lines in front of L.sbon. 
At last he was obliged to retreat, and 
baffled in his attempts to relieve Al- 
meida and Ciudad Rodrigo, which 
were retaken before his eyes. Yet 
he never was reproached with any im- 
portant errors ; and the campaign was 
judged, by military men, rather to re- 
flect glory on his adversary, than dis- 
grace upon^iim. He lost the favour 
of Buonaparte, however, and at the 
capture of Paris, in 1814*, filled the 
obscure situation of gfirvernor of T6p- 
lon. On the 16tli April, he sent in 
his adherence to the provisional govern- 
ment, with many professions of fideli- 
ty and devotion to the Bourbons. He 
was decorated by the king with the 
cross of St Louis ; received letters of 
naturalization, and other honours. Yet, 
on the landing of Buonaparte, his con- 
duct appeared from the first doubtful, 
and he finally joined his cause. It 
would not appear that he enjoyed any 
peculiar confidence, since he held na 
command at the battle of Waterloo, 
and was merely placed at the head of 
the national guard at Paris, where 
he obtained credit for the tranquillity 
which he maintained in that city. Af- 
ter the return of Louis, he was de- 
nounced by the inhabitants of Mar- 
seilles ; but no measures were taken 
by the court in consequence, and he 
was allowed to enjoy his immense for- 
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tune at his seat near Paris, A long 
and violent illness, in the ^course of 
which he entirely lost his sight, was 
the precursor of his death, on the lOth 
April, 1817. He left two sons, and 
a daughter married to Count Rielle. 

• 

Jean Suffrein Maury, was born 
cfti the 26th June, 1746, at Valreas, 
iri the county of Avignon# He em- 
braced the profession of the church, 
and came at an early age to Paris. He 
soon attracted general admiration by 
his eloquence. The panegyric of St 
X.ouir|/ pronounced at the Louvit, 
beforf the French Academy, brought 
him first into notice^ and afterwards 
that of St Augustin, pronounced before 
the Assembly of the French Clergy. 
He drew the notice of the court; was 
appointed to preach before the king 
2 ft Versailles during Christmas and Ad- 
vent, and was presented with several 
valuable benefices. When a vacancy 
therefore occurred in the French Aca- 
demy, his friends conceived him entit- 
led to come forward as a candidate, 
and he waf zealously supported by 
Marmontel, then secretary to that 
body. His warmth and impetuosity 
of temper, however, h 2 ui raised him a 
number of enemies, who now, with 
La Harpe at their head^united in op- 
posing his entrance into the Academy. 
He triumphed over all opposition, and 
was |dmitted. It was after the revo- 
lution that he began to take a promi- 
nent part in puolic life. With un- 
bounded zeal he espoused the cause 
of royalty, and in defending it soon ac- 
quired the character of one of the first 
orators in the Constituent Assembly, 
a body rich- in eloquent men. His fa- 
culty of speaking extempore, a tare 
talent in France, gave him a great 
advantage over his opponents. His 
speech opposing the union of the dif- 
ferent orders into one assembly, was 
the first that remarkably distinguished 
him. At this time he determined up- 


on leaving France, but was stopped at 
Peronne, and put under arrest. The 
assembly, however, ordered him to be 
released, and he soon after, on the 23d 
August, reappeared upon the tribune^ 
to oppose the despotic union in one 
body of the executive and legislative 
powers. On the 9th November, he 
inveighed with great energy against the 
proposal for alienating the property 
of the church. On this occasion, a 
girt called out from the gallery, “ Mez* 
seurs lespreti^Si they are shaving you ; 
if you stir so much, they will cut 
you.** He attacked Mirabeau*s plan 
of assignats^ forcibly demonstrating its 
illusory and ruinous nature. Among 
his other speeches were those against 
restraints upon the residence of the 
king, and against the union of Avig- 
non with France. There was none, 
however, more universally admired by 
men of all partgs, than that upon the 
admission of men of colour to the pri- 
vileges of French citizens. Amid such 
eager exertions in an unpopular cause, 
Maury soon found himself the object 
of so violent an emnity, as placed even 
his life in danger. One night he was 
on the point of falling a sacrifice to the 
fury of the populace, who, seizing him, 
called out a la lanterne^ (kang him to 
the lamp-post.) The Abbe had the 
presence of mind to cry out, “ When 
you have done so, will it give you the 
better light ?** In the most dread ex- 
tremities, a bon mot never lost its em- 
pire over the French mind ; this ac- 
cordingly saved the life of its author* 
After such an adventure, however, he 
deemed it highly expedient to lose the 
least possible time in placing himself 
beyond the limits of France. He ef- 
fected his purpose, and visited svicces- 
sively Brussels, Coblentz, and Cham- 
berri, all which cities he entered in a 
sort of triumph : so warm were the ap- 
plause^ of the royalists who had fixed 
their Htead-quarters in these places. — 
He now repaired to Rome, where the 
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Pope loaded him with honours. In 
1792, he was created Apostolical Nun- 
cio, to officiate at the coronation of 
the Emperor Francis, which took place 
at Frankfort. In 1793, he was invest- 
ed with the bishoprick of Nice ; and 
in 1794, with that of Montefiascone ; 
and in the same year, he was raised to 
the dignity of Cardinal, the highest 
which Rome has to bestow. In 1798, 
he escaped only by a lew minutes from 
the French troops which were entser- 
ing Rome. After having devoted him- 
self so long, and with such zeal to the 
royal cause, the Cardinal, in 1805, 
formed the resolution of seeking ad- 
vancement from an opposite quarter. 
He wrote to Buonaparte, requesting to 
be permitted to return into France. 
He might plead, indeed, that this was 
a change rather of men than of prin- 
ciples, since every thing republican 
had long been effaced from the French 
government, and thed^spoticprinciples 
of the ancient monarchy more than re- 
established. Bonaparte received with 
open arms a new adherent, who would 
throw lijstre on his government and 
church establishment. The Cardinal 
was immediately made a member of the 
Institute, and on the 14th of October 
1810, an imperial decree constituted 
him Archbishop of Paris, the highest 
dignity in the Gallican church. From 
this time he was never seen to miss an 
opportunity of appearing at the head 
of the clergy, to congratulate the Em- 
peror on evt ry success obtained by his 
arms. His charges inculcated in the 
most strenuous manner loyalty and at- 
tachment to the existing government. 
At theentrance of the alliesinto France, 
he published an animated charge, ur- 
ging the people to rise against the in- 
vaders. On the 5th April, 1814, he 
sent in his sifnple adherence to the 
Bourbons, but without attempting to 
express any zeal or attachment in their 
cause. He experienced no favburs ; 
his name was erased from the Institute, 


and he was obliged to retire to Rome, 
where the Pope threw him into prison 
for having accepted of the archbishop- 
rick without his permission. At the 
end of a year he was released, and died 
at Rome in April 1817. 

r 

We conclude this chapter with a 
name, one of the brightest in the page 
of history„^nd the lustre of whose pa- 
triotism faction could never sully or 
obscure. — Thaddeus Kosciusko was 
born in Poland about the year 1752. 
His fatherwas of good birth, but small 
fortune ; and the son was cclTfcck'^^ed in 
the school of cadets at Warsaw.v; Ac- 
cording to the plan of that institution, 
the king sent annually four of the pu- 
pils into foreign countries, to complete 
themselves in tactics and the military 
art. Kosciusko was selected as one of 
these four, and was sent to Paris, where 
he was placed in the Military Academy 
at Versailles. He acquired here a 
thorough knowledge of the technical 
part of the art, particularly the engi- 
neer department. On returning home 
he was seized with an urdent and 
romantic passion for a young lady, 
greatly his superior in rank, and suc- 
ceeded in gaining her affections ; but 
her father, on being informed of his 
pretensions, gave a peremptory re- 
fusal, and forbade his daughter to 
see him. Kosciusko now persuaded 
the young lady to an elopement • but 
while conveying her out of Poland, 
he was pursued and overtaken. He 
put himself on his defence ; but find- 
ing that he could preserve his mis- 
tress only by killing her father, he 
chose rather to yield her up. After 
this painful adventure, he determined 
to (fiiit for a time his native country. 
His active mind sought employment in 
America, where the war of independ- 
ence had newly begun. He was well 
received by General Washington, who 
appointed him his aid-de-camp, and 
whom he followed in all his campaigns. 



BIOGRAPHY. 


229 


Chap. I*]] 


He here knbibed at once that love of 
liberty, and skill in war, which pre- 
pared him for the arduous theatre on 
which he was to act, Poland had long 
suffered under accumulated wrongs ; 
but in 1791, the cup of her sufferings 
began to run over. The nation rose, 
and sought b}^ one grand effort, to de- 
liver herself from the foreign armies 
which trampled her under ^foot. Kos* 
ciusko, in this crisis, devoted himself 
to his country. Poniatowsky, from 
his rank, obtained the place of com- 
mander-in-chief ; but Kosciusko had a 
highly Cv.rnmand under him, was p»e* 
sent |at every engagement, and every 
•where distinguislied himself. It was 
supposed by many, that if invested 
with the chief command, he might have 
obtained greater success. Even after 
the unfortunate issue of this contest, 
he did not despair. He repaired to 
Paris, where, by representing to the 
principal members of the Convention 
the justice of his cause, and the advan- 
tage of exciting a diversion against 
Prussia, he procured the funds neces- 
sary for kiv enterprise. About the 
middle of February he appeared in the 
south of Poland, and collecting a cho- 
sen band of follower*, defeated the 
Prussian corps iu that quarter, and 
made himself master of Cracow. He 
now issued a proclannatibn, inviting the 
Polish nation to rise and assert its inde- 
pendence. The cry, ^^^.Long live Kos- 
ciusko,” echoed through the streets of 
Cracow ; and am assembly of the lead- 
ing men in the town-hall declared him 
commander-in-chief of the liberating 
army of Poland. He then marched 
upon Warsaw, and completely defeat- 
ed Woronzow, who, with a Russian 
corps, attempted to oppose, his pro- 
gress. On arriving at Warsaw, he 
found the Russians already driven out 
by the exertions of the inhabitants. 
The cause of Poland inspired now the 
highest hopes ; the whole country was 
unitcdi and 70,000 men were under- 


stood to be already in arms. The 
King of Prussia, however, hastened to 
enter Poland with his whole force, and 
having occupied Cracow, advanced up- 
on Warsaw, which being unfortified, 
he expected to take with ease. Kos- 
ciusko, however, entrenched himself so 
strong in front of Warsaw, that the 
Prussians, alarmed by risings on their 
own frontier, found themselves obliged 
to retreat. Russia meantime was col- 
lecting all her strength for a decisive 
blow. At length an immense army, 
under the terrible and invincible Su war- 
row, entered this devoted country. Ko- 
sciusko hastened to engage before all 
the Russian reinforcements had form- 
ed. The battle took place on the lOth 
of October. Never did tlie valour of 
this heroic chief shine more bright than 
on this glorious and fatal day. It be- 
gan in favour of the Poles ; but a too 
rash pursuit involved part of their force 
in the toils of the enemy, whose over- 
whelming numbers at length caused a 
total defeat. Kosciusko having three 
horses killed under Inin, was wounded 
in falling from the last, and obliged to 
surrender — 

Hope, for a season, bade the world fare- 
well. 

And freedom shrieked, when Kosciusko 
fell.” 

The Supreme National Council, in- 
deed, published an address, in which 
they exhorted their countrymen not 
to bury with his fate all the hopes of 
their country/* but the march of Suwar- 
row upon Prague, and the successful 
storm of its ramparts, soon caused the 
curtain to fall over all the hopes of Po- 
lish independence. Catharine did not 
even shew any magnanimity in the use 
of her guilty triumph- She threw in- 
to dungeons Kosciusko, and his friend 
Niemchevitch, the poet of independ- 
ence, whose strains had roused his 
countrymen to resistance against Rus- 
sian aggression. It must be mention- 



230 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. CChap. 1. 


ed to the glory of Paul, that on his 
accession^ he immediately liberated 
the Polish patriot, and even proffered 
vrealth and dignities, which were not 
accepted. Kosciusko now went over 
to America, where he spent two years, 
and was treated with the highest dis- 
tinction. On his return he visited Lon- 
don, when the Whig Club presented 
him with a sword, in testimony of na- 
tional esteem. When Buonaparte, in 
1806, entered Poland, he published a 
proclamation in Kosciusjfo'a nnme, in- 
viting the Poles to join him ; but the 
hero disowned it, and declined all al- 


liance with one who ruled only by the 
sword. Similar overtures, made by the 
Emperor Alexander, were also reject- 
ed. He lived in proud independence, 
superior to fortune and to kings. His 
last years were spent in a retired man- 
ner at Soleure, where he distinguish- 
ed himself by his generosity to the poor. 
He had a highly cultivated mind, and 
was passiopately fond of poetry, par- 
ticularly the works of the English 
poets, with which he was well ac- 
quainted. He died in October 1817, 
in the 65th year of his age. 

* f 
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The most prominent literary character 
deceased in these islands during the 
present year, was Richard Lovell 
Edgeworth. He was the son of an 
Irish gentleman, of good family and 
some forfuii^, who, after spending part 
of his life in the profession of the law. 
withdrew into the country. The sub- 
ject of this memoir wasUorn in 1744^, and 
received the first rudiments of educa- 
tion from his mother. This lady, from 
some mismanagemerfl at his birth, lost 
the use of her right side ; and, from be- 
ing a sprightly and active young wo- 
man, was never after able to leave her 
couch. This accident led her to cul- 
tivate still more the habits of reading 
and'reflection, to which she was already 
addicted to a degree very uncommon 
in that age, when any thing beyond 
reading the Bible, and casting up a 
week’s household accounts, was con- 
sidered a very idle waste of time. She 
seems to have conducted her son’s edu- 
cation in a very judicious manner. Her 
last advice was, “ My son, learn to say 
NO to which she added, “ Your in- 
ventive faculty will lead you eagerly 


into new plans ; and you may be daz- 
zled by some new scheme, before you 
had finished, or fairly tried, what you 
had begun. Resolve to finish — never 
procrastinate.'’ He received the ru- 
diments of classical education at War- 
wick. There, he says, he began to 
observe in his schoolfillows the varie- 
ties of temper and disposition ; and he 
derived great advantage from spending 
the vacations with a Mrs Dewes, in 
the neighbourhood^ who had a great 
taste for reading and literature. Be- 
fore going to college, a sister’s mar- 
riage occurred, the festivals at the ce- 
lebration of which developed all his 
propensities for gaiety. He spent the 
morning in shooting, in which he soon 
acquired such skill as to kill eight birds 
out of ten ; while in the evening he was 
the most incessant and unwearied of 
the dancers. Every interval of these 
exercises was employed in exhibiting 
to his companions the most extraordi- 
nary feats of agility. In one of these 
frolics, he foolishly celebrated a mock- 
marriagewith a very young lady, which 
was rendered of consequence only \fy 
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the alarm with which his father was 
seized, and the process of jactitation 
raised by him in the courts. Being 
nowsent to Dublin College, Mr Edge- 
worth spent six months in all sorts of 
idleness and dissipation. His father, 
seeing he was doing no good, sent him 
to Oxford, where he recommended him 
to the care of Mr Elers, a man of ta- 
lents, and bred a lawyer, but who ha- 
ving unfortunately married an heiress, 
resigned himself to indolence, and be- 
came finally involved in his affairs. Mr 
Elers declaicd himself ready to under- 
take the task ; but warned his friend, 
that he had three handsome daughters, 
without any fortune to leave them. 
The honourable nature of this decla- 
ration only increased the confidence of 
old Edgeworth in the care wliich would 
be taken of his son’s education. So it 
was, however, that Richard, who was 
born a ladies’ man, and who saw few 
ladies except the Miss Elerses, made 
love to one of them, and carried her 
off to Gretna Green. His father was 
80 unreasonable as to be very angry at 
this step, which arose so much from 
his own arrangements 5 however, the 
mother at length reconciled them. Mr 
Edgeworth does not appear to have 
made a bad husband ; but he makes ra- 
ther too little secret in his Memoirs of 
the little felicity derived from this union. 
He says, “ My wife was prudent, do- 
mestic, and affectionate; but she was 
not of a cheerful temper. She lament- 
ed about trifles ; and the lamenting of 
a female with whom we live, does not 
render home delightful.” He adds, 
that she had no sympathy in any of 
his tastes or pursuits ; and that his chief 
support was found in the determina- 
tion to bear with fortitude the evil 
which he had brought upon himself. 

A visit to Bath during one of the 
vacations, introduced Mr Edgeworth 
for the first time into the fashionable 
circles. He saw the old Duke of De- 
vonshire, who, with disgust and cha« 


grin painted in his countenance, ex- 
hibited a lesson of the power possess- 
ed by the smiles or frowns of princes. 
He saw also Beau Nash, the popu- 
lar monarch of Bath,” and Lord Ches- 
terfield, who had reigned for half a 
century over the world of fashion. Mr 
E. saw only His remains, and looked 
in vain for that fire which he expected 
to see in the eye of a man of wit and 
genius. Shortly after, he was launch- 
ed into the greater world of London, 
where he was introduced to a most ex- 
tensive acquaintance by his intimacy 
with Sir Francis Delaval. This gen- 
tleman, the gayest of the gay, n\ade it 
his business to amuse the fashionable 
world by the display of ingenious toys. 
Mr Edgeworth had already employed 
himself a good deal in mechanical con- 
trivances, which seem even to have been 
his prevailing taste ; and being now 
ready to consecrate to Sir Francis’s 
service the fruits of his ingenuity, with- 
out claiming the merit of them, he be- 
came an inseparable companion of this 
important personage. The mechani- 
cal skill often displayed L-; Sir Fran- 
cis, attracted the notice of men of sci- 
ence ; while the gay and ojjeii house 
which he kept, rendered many of them 
frequent visitors. Among these are 
mentioned Dr Knight of the British 
Museum, Dr W aLSon, Mr Wilson, and 
Mr Espinasse, the electrician. Be- 
side^ these, and the whole fashionable 
world, the house was crowded with 
players, gamblers, and non-descript 
characters of every description. Mr 
Edgeworth, whose mind, like a came- 
leon, seems always to have reflected 
the objects before it, does not seem to 
have spent his time very wisely ; but 
he accumulated extensive information 
upon manners and society. The am- 
bition of the men of haul ton in that 
day, seems to have been to astonish each 
other, and gain bets, by the exhibi- 
tion of wonderful feats and contrivan- 
ces ; certainly at least as rational as the 
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modem mode of Hsing to distinction, 
by excelling in the qualities appro- 
priate to grooms. Lord March, af- 
terwards Duke of Queensberry, Ten- 
nison Shaftoc, Lord Eglintoun, Mr 
Thynnc, Lord Effingham, and Colonel 
Brereton, are mentioned among the 
ephemeral leaders of fashibn. At length 
Sir Francis broke his heart, for the 
death of the Duke of Y ork ; not of any 
regard for that prince, but because he 
was disappointed of the hopes of ad- 
•vanccment founded upon his favour. 

Mr Edgeworth was soon after in- 
troduced to a better society. Having 
heard j.it Chester of a carriage invented 
by Dr Darwin, on a new principle, he 
set his ingenuity to work, and found out 
the contrivance himself- At London 
he submitted it to the Society of Arts, 
handsomely acknowledging the Doctor 
as the original author; and on its be- 
ing well received, wrote a letter to him- 
self with the tidings. The Doctor took 
him for a coachmaker ; but thinking 
him meritorious in that capacity, gave 
him an invitation to his house. Mr 
Edgewort# ' .vent accordingly, and Mrs 
Darwin discovered sooner than herhus- 
band the real quality of her guest. He 
describes Darwin as “ a»large man, fat 
and very clumsy ; but intelligence and 
benevolence were painted in his coun- 
tenance.’’ He was soon^introduced to 
Miss Seward, then in the height of 
youth and beauty, and of the most ele- 
gant and brilliant conversation. The 
same channel introduced him to Mr 
Day, so distinguished for his high tone 
, of morality and philosophy, combined 
, with solitary and eccentric habits. Al- 
though no two people could be more 
diametrically opposite than he and Mr 
Edgeworth, the closest friendship was 
j soon formed between them. Mr Edge- 
I worth was constantly contriving car- 
I riages and machines ; and though none 
of them ever came to any practical use, 
J the ingenuity they displayed, conncct- 
j cd him with a body of able men, who 


in this part of England were applying 
science to the uses of manufactures and 
common life. He thus enumerates 
them. — Mr Kcir, with his knowledge 
of the world, and good sense ; Doctor 
Small, with his benevolence, and pro- 
found sagacity ; Wedge wood, with his 
unceasing industry, experimental va- 
riety, and calm investigation ; Bolton, 
with his mobility, quick perception,' 
and bold adventure ; Watt, with his 
strong inventive faculty, undeviating 
steadiness, ani^ unbounded resource; 
Darwin, with his imagination, science, 
and poetical excellence ; and Day, with 
his unwearied research after truth, his 
integrity and eloquence ; — formed al- 
together such a society, as few men 
have had the good fortune to live with.'* 
He was introduced by Mr Keir to a 
London society of very eminent lite- 
rary and scientific men, who met once 
a-week at a coffeehouse ; — John Hun- 
ter was chairman ; Sir Joseph Banks, 
Dr Solander, Sir C. Blagden, Dr 
George Fordyce, Dr Milne, DrMas- 
kelyne, Captain Cook, Sir G. Shuck- 
burgh, Lord Mulgrave, Smeaton, and 
Ramsden, were among the members. 
They had adopted what appears a very 
odd method of narrowing the compe- 
tition f©r entrance.— “ In the society 
of Slaughter’s coffeehouse, we practi- 
sed every means in our power, except 
personal insult, to ti^y the temper and 
understanding of each candidate for 
admission. Every prejudice, which his 
profession or situation in life might 
have led him to cherish, was attacked, 
exposed to argument and ridicule. The 
alignment was always ingenious, and 
the ridicule sometimes coarse. This 
ordeal prevented, for some time, the 
aspiration of too numerous candidates ; 
but private attachments at length sof- 
tened the rigour of probation ; the so- 
ciety became too numerous, and too 
nohLe^ and was insensibly dissolved.” 

In 1770, Mr Edgeworth's father 
died, and having succeeded to his pro- 
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perty, he gave up all thoughts of fol- 
lowing out the profession of the law. 
He seems to think, that if his father, 
who was ambitious that he should ex- 
cel in this pursuit, had placed him in 
Dublin, where he would have seen per- 
sons raised by it to the first political 
eminence, he would have been smitten 
with the ambition of making a figure 
in public life, and have begun a course 
of regular application. We question, 
however, if any thing would ever have 
overcome his habits of frague and de- 
sultory pursuit. He now went to re- 
side for two or three years to Lyons, 
artly with a view to the education of 
is eldest son. This son he had de- 
termined to educate strictly upon the 
plan delineated in Rousseau's Emile ; 
and to this plan he adhered amid all 
the remonstrances of his friends, and 
the ridicule of the public. He dressed 
him in jacket and trowsers, with arms 
and legs bare, and allowed him to run 
about wherever he pleased, and to do 
nothing but what was agreeable to 
himself. In a few years he found that 
the scheme had succeeded completely, 
so far as related to the body ; the 
youth’s health, strength, and agility 
were conspicuous ; but the state of his 
mind induced some perplexity- He 
had all the virtues that are found 
in the hut of the savage he was 
quicks fearless, generous ; but he knew 
not what it was to ode^» It was im- 
possible to induce him to do any thing 
that he did not please, or prevent him 
from doing any thing that he did 
please. Under the former head, learn- 
ing, even of the lowest description, was 
never included. Rousseau himself was 
not very much edified with this speci- 
men of his system. At Lyons, the 
boy became complete master of his tu- 
tor, whom he treated with the utmost 
contempt. In fine, this child of na- 
ture grew up perfectly ungovernable, 
and never could, or would, apply to 
any thing ; so that there remained no 


alternative but to allow him to follow 
his own inclination of going to sea. 

During Mr Edgeworth’s stay at 
Lyons, he rendered himself useful„to 
the inhabitants by assisting to turn 
the course of the Rhone, which hem- 
med in the city, and prevented its ex- 
tension. HeVas recalled to England 
by the death of his wife, who had re- 
turned thither to be confined, and died 
in childbed. He makes no pretence 
to grief upon this occasion, and, in- 
deed, had a successor already in his 
eye. During a visit to Lichfield, he 
had been deeply smitten with Miss 
Honora Sneyd, a cousin of MVss Se- 
ward’s, and whose beauty and accom- 
plishments that lady has so enthusi- 
astically celebrated. As soon, there- 
fore, as decency could possibly permit, 
he paid his addresses, which were at 
once accepted. The hints given by 
Miss Seward, that Honora was thus 
jilting Major Andre, seem confuted, 
although there had been an attachment 
between them, the fulfilment of which 
was prevented by his w'ant of fortune. 
Honora appears, from co^^L'’’jrring tes- 
timonies, to have been very superior 
both as to character and intelligence, 
and erttirely suited to her husband’s 
disposition. After six years, however, 
spent in the highest matrimonial feli- 
city, she disc&vevcd sypiptoms of con- 
sumption, which constantly increa- 
sing, became at length fatal. Mr 
Edgeworth seems to have felt more 
than usual upon thisnoccasion, and the 
account he gives of her last moments 
appears to us very interesting. 

Three days before she died, I was 
suddenly called up to her room. 1 found 
her in violent convulsions. Youth, 
beauty, grace, charms o*f person, and 
accomplishments of mind, reduced to 
the extreme of human mdsery, must 
have wrung the most oburatc heart. 
What must her husband feel at such a 
moment ! — I felt her pulse, and whis- 
pered, * you are not dying.’ She look- 
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ed at me with an effort of resolution 
and kindness, to tl||nk me. When the 
fit seized, she begged of me to sit 
down beside her bed. I took out my 
pencil, and determined to note what- 
ever she said and did at this awful pe- 
riod, an employment that might en- 
able me to bear with mibre fortitude 
the scene that I was to witness. She 
floon fell asleep, and wakened smiling. 
« I am smiling,' said she, ‘ at my ask- 
ing you to sit beside me as a sort of 
•protection, and at my being afraid to 
die in my sleep, when 1 never felt afraid 
of dying when awake.* The ensuing 
days sjie talked, during the intervals 
of dosing, about the education of her 
children, and about every thing which 
concerned my happiness. She recom- 
mended it to me in the strongest man- 
ner to mafry her sister Elizabeth. 

After my having sat up all the 
night of the 30th of April, I was sud- 
denly called at six o*clock in the morn- 
ing. Her sister Charlotte was with 
her. The moment that I opened the 
door, her eyes, which had been fixed 
in death, ^ squired sufficient power to 
turn themselves towards me with an 
expression of the utmost tenderness. 
She was supported on pillows. Her 
left arm hung over her sister's neck 
beyond the bed. She smiled, and 
breathed her last I • 

. At this moment I heard some- 
thing fall on the floor. It was her 
wedding ring, which she had held on 
her wasted finger*to the last instant— 
, remembering, with fond superstition, 
the vow she had made, never again to 
, lose that ring but with life. She never 
moved again, nor did she seem to suf- 
fer any struggle. 

Thus died Honora Edgeworth. 
The most beloved as a wife, a sister, 
’ and a friend, of any person I have ever 
I known." 

The hint about Elizabeth was not 
I lost on Mr Edgeworth. Although 
[ thi^ lady was handsome and accom- 


plished, he had not hitherto been par- 
tial to her, nor she to him $ however, 
from this time they began to view each 
other with more favourable eyes. Se- 
rious strictures were, however, raised^ 
not without some reason, on account 
of the nearness of the relation. Pam- 
phlets appeared on the subject; and it 
was with some difficulty that a clergy- 
man was prevailed upon to perform 
the ceremony. The rest of Mr Edge- 
worth’s life was spent on his estate in 
Ireland, as a country gentleman, in 
which capacity he seems to have acted 
well. By a judicious mixture of favour 
and firmness, he improved both his 
estate and the condition of his tenantry, 
though his period of seven years for a 
lease seems too short. In politics, he 
seems to have been always actuated by 
a warm patriotic zeal, mixed with a 
surprising absence of party spirit. He 
had an opportunity of serving Ireland 
quite in his own way, by assisting in 
forming a telegraphic communication 
through the country. After a matri- 
monial union of seventeen years, his 
third wife died of the same malady as 
her sister. Although now past fifty, 
Mr Edgeworth scarce lost a year till he 
was united to Miss Beaufort, daughter 
of Dr Beaufort, author of a Memoir 
on the Topography of Ireland. His 
best friends were alarmed at this step, 
considering the disparity of years, and 
the numerous children of three succes- 
sive families, some of them grown up, 
over.whom the young lady was called 
to preside. Miss Edgeworth, how- 
ever, who was the person likely to be 
most painfully affected, assures us, 
that the choice was made with such 
judgment as to form only an addition 
to the domestic felicity at Edgeworth 
town. At the same age Mr Edge- 
worth began his career as a public 
speaker, having become, for the first 
time, a member of the Irish Parlia- 
ment. On the question of the Union, 
he does not seem to have taken a very 



236 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. [Chap. 2. 


dedsive side ; but he rendered a real 
and important service to his country 
by the active part which he took in 
introducing into it an improved system 
of education. He took a great share 
also in the measures for reclaiming that 
immense quantity of bog with which 
a great part of Ireland is covered. Af- 
ter all, it was to literature and science 
that the greater part of his time was 
devoted. He was not a voluminous 
author, and the only work of any ex- 
tent written entirely himself being 
that on Professional Education, pub- 
lish in 1808, in one volume 4to. He 
wrote also the following Essays for so- 
cieties. 

Philosophical Transactions . — Essay 
on the Resistance of Air. Vol. Ixxiii. 
—1783. Account of a Meteor. Vol. 
Ixxiv.— 1784. 

Transactions of the Jloyal Irish Aca- 
demy , — Essay on Springs and Wheel- 
Carriage. Vol. ii. — 1788. Essay on 
the Telegraph. Vol. vi, — 1795. 

Mr Edgeworth undervalued, not 
quite we apprehend without reason, 
his own talents for writing. His fa- 
vourite and most active exertion was 
in exciting and directing the talents of 
his daughter, and, indeed, his own 
name would never have stood so high in 
the literary world, if it could not have 
been said of him, “ Behold the father 
of Maria.’’ Yet his friend, Mr Day, 
had such an unspeakable horror for 
female authorship, that Mr Edge- 
worth, though he combated that opi- 
nion, never ventured, during his life, 
to produce his daughter in this capa- 
city. After the death of Mr Day, her 
literary fame became the favourite ob. 
ject of his ambition. Besides the trea- 
tises on Practical Education, and on 
Irish Bulls, which were professedly 
joint publications, Miss Edgeworth 
gives the following account of his su- 
perintepdence over thoseworks, which 
.were written entirely by herself. 

** Whenever I thought of writing any 


thing, I always told him my first rough 
plans ; and always^pvith the instinct of 
a good critic, he used to fix immedi- 
ately upon that, which would best .an- 
swer the purpose. — ‘ Sketch that, and 
shew it to me.' — These words, from 
the experience of his sagacity, never 
failed to inspire me with hope of suc- 
cess. It was then sketched. Some- 
times, when I was fond of a particular 
part, I lised to dilate on it in the 
sketch ; but to this he always object- 
ed — ‘ I don’t want any of your paint- 
ing — none of your drapery i — 1 can 
imagine all that — let me sec the bare 
skeleton.* \ 

<< It seemed to me sometimes im- 
possible, that he could understand the 
very slight sketches I made ; when, 
before 1 was conscious that I had ex- 
pressed this doubt in my countenance, 
he always saw it. 

‘ Now my dear little daughter, I 
know, does not believe that i under- 
stand her.’ — Then he would in his own 
words fill up my sketch, paint the de- 
scription, or represent the character 
intended, with such life^i *hat I was 
quite convinced he not only seized the 
ideas, but that lie saw, with the pro- 
phetic eye o^ taste, the utmost that 
could be made of them. After a 
sketch had his approbation, he would 
not see the fliliiig it up, till it had been 
worked upon for a week or fortnight, 
or till the first thirty or forty pages 
w^ere written ; then they were read to 
him, and if he thought them going on 
tolerably well, the pleasure in his eyes, 
the approving sound of his voice, even 
without the praise he so warmly be- 
stowed, were sufficient and delightful 
excitements to ‘ go on and finish.’ 
When he thought that there was spi- 
rit in what was written, but that it re- 
quired, as it often did, great correction, 
he would say, ‘ Leave that to me : it 
is. my business to cut* and correct-— 
yours to write on.* His skill in cut* 
*hi8 tlccision in criticism was pc- 
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culiarly useful to me. His ready in- 
vention and infinite resource, when I 
had run myself into difficulties or ab- 
surdities, never failed to extricate me 
at my utmost need. It was the happy 
experience of this, and my consequent 
reliance on his ability, decision, and 
perfect truth, that relieved me from 
the vacillation and anxiety to which 
I was so much subject, that J[ am sure 
I should not have written or finished 
any thing without his support. He 
'inspired in my mind a degree of hope 
and confidence, essential in the first 
instance to the full exertion of the 
mental powers, and necessary to en- 
slire perseverance in any occupation. 
Such, happily for me, was his power 
over my mind, that no one thing I ever 
began to write was ever left unfinished.*' 
Mr and Miss Edgeworth visited in 
company Paris and Edinburgh, with 
the latter of which places, much gra* 
tilication is expressed, particularly from 
the society assembled at Mr Dugald 
Stewart's, Mr Edgeworth, in his old 
age, witnessed the formation of a much 
more gent-ial taste in Ireland for litera- 
ture and for literary society than when 
he first settled there, the consequence 
of wdiich was, that lift society was 
more extensively courted and liked. 
He enjoyed perfect health till his 71st 
year, when his sight began to fail, 
l^hich he predicted would be the fore- 
runner of a general decline, as it actual- 
ly proved. He continued, however, 
all his usual pursuits, and made even 
overstrained exertions, from his con- 
scientious zeal to finish every thing. 

- He was particularly fatigued by some 
experiments on wheel-carriages, made 
for the Dublin Society, in May, 1316, 
and remained ever after a complete 
invalid. Amid severe bodily pain, he 
retained the full possession of Us fa- 
culties, and shewed the utmost com- 
“ placency and kindness to his family. 
His last words were, I die with the 
soft feeling of gratitude to my friends. 


and submission to the God who made 
me." Hediedonthel^th June, 1817. 

Dr William Thomson, the most 
rapid and indefatigable manufacturer * 
of books in the present or perhaps any 
age, was born in the parish of Forte- 
viot, in Strathearn, about six miles to 
the west of Perth. His father was 
in the humbler ranks of life, and by 
the joint trades of carpenter and build- 
er, supported, with difficulty, a family 
of thirteen children. At the parochial 
school, however, young William ob- 
tained the elements of education ; and 
his promise of talent appeared soon so 
remarkable, that Mr Randall, clergy- 
man at Inchture, in the Carse of Cow- 
rie, took him into his house as a com- 
panion to his son, and inculcated in his 
mind, with little success, the doctrines 
of the most austere and rigid Calvin- 
ism. After three years residence here, 
he was removed to Perth, where he 
studied under Mr Martin, a very emi- 
ment teacher, and had for companion 
Lord Mansfield, then at the same 
school. At the age of fifteen, he was 
scut to the University of St Andrews, 
which, in proportion to the numbers 
attending it, has produced an uncom- 
mon number of eminent men. Hefound 
in the same class, Thomas, now Lord 
Erskine, Dr George Hill, Profes- 
sor Playfair, and several others who 
have since risen to distinction. This 
University was then much indebted to 
the care of Thomas Earl of Kinnoul, 
who filled tlie office of Chancellor, and 
who, by inspection, by bestowing 
prizes, and personal notice, encoura- 
ged all the young students who gave 
marks of ability. Thomson soon drew 
his notice, and excited peculiar inter- 
est from having been born on his pro- 
perty ; he became thus the object of 
his lordship’s steady and constant pa- 
tronage. To the youths among the 
Scottish peasantry who display any 
•peculiar promise, the grand object of 
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ambition is to be zminister; and though 
William’s vocation by no means lay in 
this direction, it appeared the only line 
in which interest and the facilities of 
education afforded him the prospect of 
attaining a situation suited to his abi- 
lities. By applying his powers to the 
study of divinity, he excelled in it as 
he had done in classical learning and 
metaphysics. His noble patron now 
received him into his house, and placed 
under his management the extensive 
library wdiich he had coaected ; an em- 
ployment which, besides its other ad- 
vantages, afforded ample opportunities 
of gratifying a thirst for knowledge. 
He sent him also to spend two sessions 
in Edinburgh, where he must have ex- 
tended his information and views, but 
where he is supposed to have coatract- 
ed that taste for conviviality which 
followed him through life ; his turn 
for wit and humour causing his com- 
pany to be much courted by the gay 
spirits of the metropolis. After being 
admitted as preacher, he obtained the 
situation of assistant and successor to 
Mr Portcous, the old clergyman at 
Monivaird, Lord Kinnoul allowing 
him 50L a-year till he should draw the 
income of the benefice. Having now 
an opportunity of sitting in the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Church, he be- 
gan to speak w ith success, and recom- 
mended himself to the favour of Dr 
Robertson and Blair, whose party he 
espoused. One of his sallies is parti- 
cularly recorded. The presbytery of 
Auchterarder, so distinguished by ri- 
gid Calvinism, that not content with 
the Church Confession of Faith, they 
had framed acrecd for themselves called 
the Auchterarder Creeds had objected 
to the reception of a young man. Law- 
son, as pastor. Their real reason was 
probably very different ; but they rest- 
ed their opposition on the singular 
ground of his total want of polish 
and gentility. Thomson, after stating 


the serious arguments in favour of the 
young man, excited a laugh by sup- 
posing John the Baptist to have ap- 
peared among their presbytery in ^he 
guise described in the New Testament, 
when he supposed him to be interro- 
gated, ‘‘ Pray, sir, who is your bar- 
ber ? We should be ashamed to' be 
seen with you in the town-lane 'of 
Auchtera-der.” This speech is un- 
derstood to have contributed much to 
the decision in favour of Lawson. 
Meantime Thomson held a course of’ 
life not altogether becoming the cleri- 
cal character, especially among a body 
so distinguished by the strictness and 
purity of their morals as the Scottish 
clergy. His sermons were usually the 
fruit of a hasty preparation on the 
Sunday morning ; while the week was 
spent in hunting, fishing, or in festive 
parties at the houses of the neighbour- 
ing lairds. At length his convivial in- 
dulgences extended so far as to excite 
a serious clamour, heightened, as his 
friends assert, by envy of his talents 
and favour with the Earl of KinnouL 
He found it expedient, howe^Ver, to re- 
sign his charge, and repair to London, 
where talents like his might be expect- 
ed to meet wit*h adequate reward. 

With his residence in London begins 
the life of Dr Thomson as a writer. A 
fortunate circumstance brought him 
into notice. Principal Watson, of S\. ^ 
Andrews, author of the interesting 
histories of Philip II. and Philip III, 
had died, leaving the^latter work in au 
unfinished state. Dr Robertson and 
Mr Dempster of Dunnichen success- 
fully recommended Thomson««for wri- 
ting the continuation. This he execu- 
ted with greater pains than he has pro- 
ved in most of his subsequent publica- 
tions, and in a manner so highly re- 
spectable, that Dr Adam Smith pro- 
nounced his the best part of the work. 
Its 'success recommended him to the 
notice of the booksellers, and he conti- 
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nued, during the rest of his life, to exer- 
cise the functions of an author by pro- 
fession. Although haste often produ- 
ced negligence, yet the readiness with 
which he undertook every thing, and 
the celerity with which he executed it, 
secured him always an agnple share of 
employment. This, however, is a trade 
wKich is in danger of leading to an ob- 
livion, not only of fame, hmt of any 
very strict principle. Or Thomson has 
been characterized as one who wrote 
many books under his own name, and 
more under those of other men. In 
regard to these last, some had no ex- 
istence, unless by their name on the ti- 
tle-page ; others contributed a few 
notes or some verbal information, upon 
which our compiler founded a regular 
book. Among those may be mention- 
ed Newtc*s Travels through Scotland, 
J(^hn Lane Buchanan's Travels in the 
Hebrides, Swinton’s Travels through 
Norway, Denmark, and Russia, Sted- 
man’s Narrative of an Expedition in 
Suriiiam, Harrison's Commentary on 
the 13ible. In his preface to the Tra- 
vels in Norway, &c. he enlarges on his 
own advantages, when compared to 
those of Wraxall and Cox, who had 
made only a hasty tour through these 
countries, .while he had spent several 
years in them, solely occupied in col- 
lecting information. Republished pro- 
bably a greater number without any 
name at all, among which are the 
“ Man in the Moon," and Mam- 
moth, or Human Nature Displayed on 
a Great Scale,'' two Philosophical Ro- 
mances ; Memoirs of the war in Asia, 
from 1780to ITS!*; History of France, 
in vols. 8vo. ; History of Spain, in 
3 vols. 8vo. ; Travels in Scandinavia, 
2 vols. 8vo. See, He translated also 
numberless works, among which the 
principal aie Cunningham's History of 
Great Britain, from the Latin, and 
Acerbi's T ravels in Lapland, from the 
Italian. It is supposed he would have 


undertaken translations from the He- 
brew and Persian, though he was igno- 
rant of both, rather than refuse offered 
employment. He wrote also largely 
in periodical works, being long the 
chief contributor to the English Re» 
view, and largely concerned at differ- 
ent times in the Critical, the Analyti- 
cal, and in the European Magazine. 
He held for several years the entire 
property of the English Review, but 
found, that without the exertions of a 
bookseller, its^sale’ could not be sup- 
ported, and suffered it to be absorbed 
into the Analytical. In his critical ca- 
pacity, his own works came frequently 
under review, and were treated with all 
the indulgence and favour which might 
be expected. From newspapers also 
he derived extensive profit. He iVas 
reckoned the best parliamentary re- 
porter of that day, when this depart* 
ment was not so respectably and dili- 
gently filled as now ; though he was 
apt to supply from his own store the 
deficiencies of the Speaker. He wrote 
also essays, paragraphs, summaries, and 
every thing for which money could be 
got ; and as these little pieces were 
always paid in ready cash, he found 
them often more convenient than the 
long dated bills which he received for 
his more elaborate performances. In 
his political principles. Dr Thomson was 
always distinguished by the most signal 
impartiality, contributing with equal 
liberality to journals on the most op- 
posite sides, and making nodistinction, 
unless in favour of that whose payment 
was most ample. His writings formed 
the main support at once of the White- 
hall Evening Post, a devoted ministerial 
print, and of the Political Herald, a zea- 
lous oppo$itiof! paper. In the first of 
these, he compiled the weekly abridgej- 
ment of politics j but it may be men- 
tioned to his honour, that on the dis- 
covery of the conduct of Aris, the go- 
vernor of Cold- Bath-Fields, his huiria- 



240 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. CChap. 2. 


Hity led him vehemently ta inveigh 
against that personage ; and though 
his sentiments were similar to those ex- 
pressed by Mr Pitt, they were deemed 
not sufficiently orthodox for the vehi- 
cle in which they were conveyed. Its 
readers were speedily assured that this 
eummary would henceforth be written 

by another hand and Thomson 
thus lost a guinea a- week which he had 
been accustomed to receive for this 
task. When the question of the slave 
trade came under discu^twon,the weight 
of West Indian gold prevailed over any 
scruples, and he lent his pen to its de- 
fence. He espoused also with zeal the 
cause of Mr Hastings ; and besides any 
more solid rewards, was honoured with 
an audience of him and his lady, from 
which he seems to have derived higher 
pride than there *was altogether room 
for. Among his political labours must 
not be omitted the editing of Dods- 
ley^s Annual Register, from 1790 to 
1800 inclusive. 

Notwithstanding these various em- 
ployments, the finances of Dr Thomson 
were always in a narrow and distressed 
state ; partly, it is probable, from the 
false hopes and estimates inspired by so 
precarious an income, and not a little 
from the too convivial habits in which 
he always indulged. Hisfavourite com- 
panion for a long time was Dr Gilbert 
Stuart, a man of the same irregular ta- 
lents and character with himself ; and at 
the Peacock, in Gray V Inn Dane, they 
quaffed libations which were often pro- 
longed till break of day. Dr StuarPs 
constitution sunk i’nderarcgimen«which 
his more robust rival was able to with- 
stand. Dr Thomson, however, was a 
family man, and was twice respectably 
married. His second wife, in particular, 
is much praised for the prudence and 
propriety with which she educated her 
family. She is the authorof four novels. 
The Labyrinth of Life, Excessive Sen- 
sibility, Fatal Follies, and the Pride of 


Ancestry. He had a son, who went 
to Bombay, and afterwards two daugh- 
ters, who were married there, but died 
before himself. His last work was Me- 
moirs relative to Military Tactics, to 
which a preface was contributed by 
Dr Glenie. ^For several years before 
his death, he lived in a retired manner 
at Kensington gravel pits, where, no 
longer distracted by proofs, revises, 
the clamour of printers, and the re- 
monstrances of booksellers, he tran- 
quilly employed himself in the educa- 
tion of his children. He died on the 
i6th of March 1817> in the 71 st year 
of his age. 

D A.VID Williams was the son of a 
Welsh gentleman near Cardigan, who 
injured his fortune by speculations in 
mines. David was educated wfith a 
view to the exercise of clerical func- 
tions among the society of Methodists. 
Accordingly, he had scarcely arrived 
at the age of manhood, when he\ob- 
tained the charge of a congregation 
at Frome, Somersetshire. His views, 
however, soon changed, and at the age 
of twenty-two he is found officiating 
at Exeter, as an Arian minister. He 
had influence enough with his congre- 
gation to make them adopt a Sccinian 
liturgy, but hoon after quarrelled with 
them, not without the charge of some 
irregularities in his own conduct. 
pairing now to London, he was ad- 
mitted to perform the duties of a dis- 
senting congregation at Highgate. He 
was soon after employed to assist, in 
drawing up a petition from a number 
of dissenters, and some members of the* 
Church of England, praying relief 
from the subscription of the thirty-nine 
articles. His performance on this occa- 
sion, however, gave little satisfaction, 
being judged to be deeply tinged with 
Deism, towards which creed he was fast 
verging. Soon after, his speculative ha-- 
bits led him to project an Academy, to 
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be conducted on the principles unfold* 
ed in the Emile of Rousseau. The me- 
chanical sciences were taught by expe- 
riments made by the pupils themselves 
on ^common and familiar objects ; the 
refinements of grammar, poetry, and 
metaphysics, were reserved till a ma- 
turer age. The school was governed 
by a system of laws sanctioned by the 
scholars themselves, and oflfenders were 
tried by a jury of their schoolfellows. 
This plan, in an age fond of novelty, 
.met with wonderful success ; the Aca- 
demy, established at Chelsea, though 
the terms demanded were high, expe- 
rienced a rapid increase in the num- 
Ijer of its pupils. This prosperity was 
overcast by the death of his wife, whom 
he had married at the time of first set- 
ting up this establishment. The event 
wholly unmanned him ; and yiejding to 
a romantic extravagance of grief, he 
quitted the school, without motive or 
explanation, left the scholars to shift 
for themselves, and withdrew into a re- 
mote part of the country. The Acade- 
my was of course dissolved. 

Mr Williams, on returning to Lon- 
dtriTTh a^ew months, when the first pa- 
roxysm of his grief had abated, found 
himself without any professional em- 
ployment or means of sAsistence. He 
had recourse now to a very extraordi- 
nary scheme. We have already noticed 
the freedom of his religious opinions. 
i 5 ^^uring the time when he held the Aca- 
demy at Chelsea, he had diligently em- 
ployed his mind in the formation of a 
new creed, which was to supersede every 
other. He has been said even to have 
obtained the assistance of Dr Frank- 
lin, through which aid, and his own 
intense meditation, he at length drew 


up onei of which the following is an 
entire copy I believe in God. 
Amen.” This elaborate conaposition 
being transmitted to Voltaire and the 
King of Prussia, letters were received 
expressive of their entire approbation. 
Thus encouraged, Mr Williams deter- 
mined upon endeavouring to establish 
a new form of worship, founded on 
this single basis. A chapel for this 
purpose wasopenedin Margaret Street ; 
and, as free-thinking might be consi- 
dered characteristic of the age, a large 
audience was (Expected. Those, how- 
ever, who have rejected Christianity, 
do not usually addict themselves much 
to any religious ideas or habits. I his 
temple of natural religion, tliough of 
small dimensions, was soon found much 
too large for any audience that was like- 
ly to frequent it. The only support was 
derived from General Melville, a man 
of amiable dispositions and some intel- 
ligence, who had composed a creed not 
quite so concise as that of Mr Williams, 
and certainly as mystic and incompre- 
hensible as any of those could be, which 
it wa9*intended to supersede.^ A good 
dinner, which the general was accus- 
tomed tp bring in at the close of the 
service, alone kept up for a little some 
shew of a congregation, but could not 
prevent the establishment from at lengtli 
dying of itself. 

After the failure of these schemes, 
Mr Williams was left to depend for 
subsistence chiefly on the produce of 
bis pen. Experiencing the inconveni- 
ences of such a life, he was led to the 
only project which has bad a perma- 
nent influence, that of the literary fund. 
This e8tablishment,destined for the re- 
lief ofindigent and deservingaut hor8,ex. 


* We shall only quote the first article. 1. That by nature I now am, and ever 
have been, while awake, and in a state of sensibility, passively existing under an 
incessant succession of conscious sensations and resensations, produced by causes in- 
ternal or external ; both these sensations and resensations, naturally and necessa- 
rily implying my existence ; but the latter only so implies my identity** &c. 

yOL. X. PART I. ‘ Q 
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cited at the time a great degree of inte- 
rest. A numberof subscribers were ob- 
tained, and it has ever since continued 
to carry on its operations. In the course 
of twelve years, the sum of 16801, 8s. 
has been distributed among a hundred 
and five persons ; and their operations 
are said to have been of late years consi- 
derably extended. Still we cannot help 
agreeing with Sir Richard Philips, that 
the scale of the Institution, and the 
scanty pittances distributed, bear but 
a slender proportion tqjthe wealth and 
generosity of the British nation. 

On the breaking out of th^ French 
Revolution, Mr Williams’s fame as are- 
former, procured for him the notice of 
the republican faction. He was na- 
med a French citizen, and was invited 
by Roland, ftnd other heads of the 
Brissotine party, to assist in the forma- 
tion of a new constitution. This visit, 
however, afforded him little satisfac- 
tion, as he soon perceived the want of 
vigour and union among his own party, 
and, on the other hand, the desperate 
designs and rising ascendancy of the 
jacobins. I’he evil omens derive^l from 
these circumstances being quickly ful- 
filled, he was obliged to return to Eng- 
land, without fulnlling any of the ob- 
jects for which his journey had been 
undertaken. Soon after, his health 
began to decline, and his circumstances 
continuing narrow, he was invited to 
take up his residence in the house of 
the Literary Fund, Gerard Street, So- 
ho, where he acted as resident director 
of the Institution. Here he subsisted 
on his little fortune, and was carefully 
attended by a niece, till, on the 29th 
June 1816, his long illness terminated 
in death. 

The deportment of Mr Williams h 
described as dignified and decorous, 
and his conversation animated. Not- 
withstanding the dogmatic zeal which 


he shewed for his paradoxical opiniona, 
there was so much courtesy and affa- 
bility in hi^ Uianners, that he lived on 
intimate habits with many whose vie;w8 
were the most decidedly hostile. His 
own, indeed, were so little obtruded in 
conversation, that many who had been 
long acquainted with him, continued 
to consider him as a clergyman in the 
full exercise of his official duties. To- 
wards th^‘ end of his life, indeed, his 
opinions appear to have been sensibly 
modified, and to have been no longer . 
characterized by that fiery zeal for re- 
ligious and political reform which mark- 
ed their early progress. The following 
are some of his principal writings. 

Essays on Public Worship, Patriot- 
ism, and Projects of Reformation. 
l2mo. 1778. — Sermons on Religious 
Hypocrisy. 2 vols. 8vo. 1774*. — A 
Liturgy, containing the Universal 
Principles of Religion and Morality. 
8vo. 1776. — Lectures on the Univer- 
sal Principles of Religion and Moral- 
ity. 2 vols. 4?to. 1779. — Letters on 
Political Liberty. 8vo, 1782. — Let- 
ters on Education. 3 vols. 8yo. 1789.' 
— Claims of Literature, containihg’the 
Origin, Motives, Objects, and Trans- 
actions of th*v Literary Fund. 8vo. 
1803. Second Edition. With Life and 
Portrait. 1816. 

James Glenie. This eminent ii\^- 
thematician was born at a small towT... 
on that part of the coast of Fife, situ- 
ated on the Frith of .Forth. This tract, 
though fallen from the commercial 
prosperity which it once enjoyed, has 
produced, in our days, an uncommon 
number of eminent men, and particu- ' 
larly more mathematicians of the first 
rank, than all the rest of Scotland put 
together.’*^ Young Glenie was educa- 
ted at St Andrews, where his acquire- 
ments, particularly in mathematical 


We need only mention the names of Leslie and Wallace. 
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knowledge, soon attracted the notice 
of the professors, and of Lord Kin- 
noul, the chancellor. He was at first 
destined for the church, and entered 
with zeal on a course of theological 
studies ; but was afterwards impelled 
to seek a more adventiirous life,^and 
one affording greater scope for his pe- 
cifliar talents. On application to Lot^ 
Adam Gordon, then conviander in 
chief for Scotland, he obtained an ap- 
pointment in the artillery, and was 
sent out to America, where the war 
had just broken out. He was placed 
under the command of General St L$- 
ger, appointed to co-operate with the 
unfortunate expedition under Bur- 
goyne ; and our young officer greatly 
distinguished himself by the manner in 
which he saved a small detachment un- 
der his command, when placed in a si- 
tuation of extreme danger. In consi- 
deration of this service, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of first lieutenant. 
Meantime, during the intervals of lei- 
sure, he cultivated, with unabated zeal, 
his favourite science ; and through the 
Baron Maseres, transmitted 
U^umbcr of papers to the Royal So- 
ciety. That learned body esteemed 
them 80 highly, that ^hey admitted 
him a member without solicitation, and 
without exacting any fees. At the end 
of the war, he returned to England, 
Inhere he found that his fame had pre- 
ceded him ; and here he was welcomed 
by many persons of distinction. He 
obtained, in parficular, the notice of 
the Duke of Richmond, then occupy- 
ing the place of Master-general of the 
Ordnance, a connection which seemed 
to offer the most Mattering prospects 
of promotion. The result, however, 
was very different. That ingenious 
but fanciful nobleman had formed a 
scheme for fortifying the whole coast 
of England, so as to render it impreg- 
nable to any maritime attack. 'This 
plan he wished to fortify by the opi- 
nion of Mr Glenie, whom he therefore 


sent for, and explained it to him at full 
length. The uncompromising honesty 
of Glenie induced him at once to ex- 
hibit the plan in its true light. He 
proved to the duke, that it was con- 
trary to every military rule ; that it 
would be of no avail for the purpose 
intended, and would involve an ex pence 
which would build a navy sufficient to 
defy all the maritime powers of Eu- 
rope. The duke having in vain at- 
tempted to make him a convert, dis- 
missed him. rf was not enough, how- 
ever, for Glenie to forfeit all the pro- 
spects of favour, which might have 
opened to him from supporting the 
hobby of his patron. He was prevailed 
upon by Mr Courtenay, then a lead- 
ing member of opposition, to embody, 
in a pamphlet, all the arguments which 
he had stated to the duke. The pam- 
phlet blew in the air the whole of this 
immense line of fortification ; the ar- 
guments appeared so unanswerable, that 
the proposal, though supported by all 
the influence of ministry, and by the 
high popularity of the duke, was ne- 
gatived by the casting vote of the 
Speaker. The Duke of Richmond was 
a worthy and amiable man — but still 
he was a man — and it could scarcely 
be expected, perhaps, that such a de- 
feat from a lieutenant of engineers, 
could meet his forgiveness. Mr Gle- 
nie's hopes, therefore, were now all to 
be derived from opposition members, 
at whose instigation he imprudently 
threw up his commission, and with- 
drew to America. At Halifax, how- 
ever, he attracted the notice of the 
Duke of Kent, and seemed again in 
the road to favour. But he embarked, 
idly it should seem, in the local politi- 
cal disputes, and having obtained a seat 
in the Assembly, set himself in direct 
opposition to the measures of govern- 
ment. His prospects of fortune being 
thus ruined, he was obliged to return 
home, where they were little less pro- 
pitious. His merit, however, induced 
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the Earl of Chatham to give him em- 
ployment as engineer extraordinary ; 
and the East India Company gave him 
an appointment at Croydon, in the in- 
structing their young military cadets, 
which yielded an emolument of 4001. a- 
year. Here, however, he involved him- 
self in quarrels with a superior in pow- 
er ; and his appearing as an evidence 
in the celebrated case of Mrs Clarke, 
was supposed to have given much of- 
fence to government. The Company 
made an alteration in its^establishment, 
in consequence of which his services 
were dispensed with ; and he had no 
farther promotion to hope from the 
existing administration. He made next 
a voyage to Copenhagen, on a specu- 
lation, which proved unsuccessful. Af- 
ter his return, he took lodgings near 
Pimlico, where he died in great po- 
verty. 

Mr Glenie possessed a \igorous and 
athletic form, which promised a long 
life. He possessed a native independ- 
ence of mind, and shrewdness or cha- 
racter, tiiixed with a certain simplicity 
and credulity, which rendered him ill 
fitted to make his way in the world. 
His friends asserted, and seemingly 
with reason, that the measures which 
ruined him, were all taken from strict- 
ly honest and conscientious motives. 
Yet it seems difficult not to suspect 
some kind of perversity in the system 
which he invariably pursued, of setting 
himself in direct opposition to every 
one, from whom he had any favour or 
promotion to expect. ^ 

This year the literary world lost a 
meritorious member in the Rev. Wil- 
liam Beloe. He was born in 1757, 
and was the son of a respectable cler- 
gyman at Norwich. After being well 
initiated in the rudiments of classical 
learning, by the Rev, Matthew Raine 
at Hartforth ; he had the good for- 
tune to be four years un^er the tuition 
of Dr Parr at Stanmorc. He was then 


removed to Cambridge, where he ob- 
tained the Declamation Prize, and 
otherwise distinguished himself. After- 
wards Dr Parr, being appointed hold 
master of Norwich free-school, chose 
Mr Beloe as his assistant. From the 
Bishops of London and Lincoln, and 
LoAi Rosslyh, he obtained the rec- 
torship of All- Hallows, the prebenda- 
ries of Lincoln Cathedral, and of Pan- 
eras. A Her leaving Norwich, he be- 
came Master of Emanuel College, 
Westminster. In 1804, he was ap- • 
pointed one of the librarians of the 
British Museum ; which situation he 
lost through an act of unheard of 
treachery in a person whom he had ad- 
mitted to see the books and drawings. 

He employed himself much in literary 
composition. His first great work was 
the translation of Herodotus, which 
was very favourably received, and Ins 
become a standard work. That of 
Aulus Gellius has been less known, 
only perhaps from the inferior reputa- 
tion of the original author. Hi's Anec- 
dotes of Literature and Scarce Books, ^ 
recently completed in six voly.r^a 
contain also a great variety of curiors 
and useful information. Mr Beloe Vas 
combined with Mr Nares in the editor- 
ship of the British Critic, which he 
continued to the end of the forty-se- 
cond volume. He made also several 
translations from the French, and as- 
sisted in the editing of some importan't^l 
works. After struggling for some 
years with differenr maladies, he was 
seized^in March 1817, with a violent 
illness, which terminated his life on the 
11th April, in the 60th year of his, 
age. He left a widow, four sons, a 
daughter, and several grand children. 

Dr Alexander Monro, the first 
of the name, born 1697, has been ge- 
nerally considered as the founder of 
that Medical School of Edinburgh, 
which has become the most distinguish- 
ed in the three kingdoms. His pilace, 
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both as a teacher and practitioner, was 
fully supplied by his son, Alexan- 
der, usually called, by way of distinc- 
tioirj, Secundus* He was the youngest 
son, and born on the 20th of March, 
1733. He had the advantage of car- 
rying on his general studies under Mac- 
laurin for mathematics. Sir John Prin- 
gle, for ethics, and Dr Stewart for ex- 
perimental philosophy. In his eigh- 
teenth year, he began his mAlical stu- 
dies under his father, whom he soon 
Jbegan to assist in dissection. So great 
was the reputation which he acquired 
at College, and by his Inaugural Dis, 
Acrtation, that the Patrons of the Uni- 
versity determined to secure to that se- 
minary the benefit of his abilities, by 
electing him, in the twenty-second 
year of his age, Professor of Anatomy 
and Surgery, jointly with his father. 
A,s the old gentleman, however, was 
still fully equal to the performance of 
his duties, young Monro was enabled 
to consult his improvement by visit- 
ing London, Paris, a\id other parts of 
,.the continent. He derived particular 
a residence at Berlin, in 
house of the celebrated Professor 
Ml^kell, to whom he repeatedly ex- 
■* pressed his gratitude. returned to 
Ldin burgh in 1758, and the following 
year became a Fellov«)|af the College 
of Physicians. He became also the col- 
logue of his father as Secretary to the 
^“i^lI!osophical Society of Edinburgh, 
pr Monro Primus had long officiated 
in that capacity, tt^what was called the 
Medical Society, and had published six 
volumes of Essays, written by mem- 
bers of that body. But, about the year 
1750, a proposal was made to unite the 
physicians and philosophers into one 
Society ; which being strenously sup- 
ported by Maclaurin, Lord Karnes, and 
pavid Hume, was accordingly accom- 
plished. The two Monros cbntinued to 
be Medical Secretari^^ wWle 
Hume held that place for the philo- 
sophical department ; but as the latter 


soon went abroad, the duty devolved 
entirely upon the former. Young Mon- 
ro, even while a student, had publish- 
ed several Essays in the Transactions 
of the Society, which gained him great 
reputation. He continued to enrich, 
in this manner, its volumes, of two of 
which he may be considered as the edi- 
tor. At length, in 1782, this Society, 
chiefly through the exertions of Prin- 
cipal Robertson, was established on a 
more extended scale, including litera- 
ture, as well a.^medicine and philoso- 
phy, and was incorporated by royal 
charter, under the title of the Roijal 
Society. Dr Monro's extensive en- 
gagements, however, did not allow him 
any longer to officiate as Secretary, 
though he still continued a counsellor, 
and made several valuable communica- 
tions. Since the session 1758-.59, the 
whole charge of teaching the anato- 
mical chair had devolved upon him, 
and was discharged with the greatest 
industry and eminence, JJis high re- 
putation had raised him also to the 
most extensive medical practice in 
Edinburgh. Amid all these avocations, 
he continued to enrich science with 
valuable discoveries. In 1758, he had 
published at Berlin, a treatise on the 
Lymphatic Vessels, which proved those 
vessels to be much more widely dif- 
fused than had previously been sup- 
posed. This gave rise to a contro- 
versy with the celebrated Dr William 
Hunter, who claimed the honour of the 
same discoveries. In fact, it appears 
that those two eminent men had been 
carrying on observations separate from 
and independent of each other. Dr 
Monro published in 1783, “ Observa- 
tions on the Sl^6ture and Functions of 
the Nervous System in 1785. The 
Structure and Physiology of Fishe^, 
compar^with those of men and ot]^ 
animals plimd' in 1788, A d^j-ip- 
tion of all the P>ur-sic Mucosx in ti^e 
Human Body."' These were all print,- 
ed in folio, with a view to contain 
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Aumerous plates wjth which they were 
illustrated. His last publication was a 
quarto volume, containing |hree trea- 
tises, on the Brain, the Eye, and the 
Ear, published in 1797- Notwith- 
standing the care with which all these 
organs had been examined, he made 
considerable additions to our know- 
ledge of them. — Amid these various 
and laborious avocations, Dr Monro 
did not deny himself all relaxation. 
Gardening was a pursuit of which he 
was passionately fond; and he had anex- 
cellent garden at Craig^ockhart, near 
Edinburgh, where he had a cottage, 
in which he never slept, not chusing to 
do so out of Edinburgh ; but he fre- 
quently spent there a social day with 
his excellent colleague Dr Duncan, 
and other friends of congenial taste. 
He had also a strong partiality, which 
a superficial observer would not have 
expected, in favour of theatrical amuse- 
ments. No one enjoyed more the hu- 
mour of that excellent comic party, 
which Foote at one time formed in 
Edinburgh ; while at the splendid 
pathos of Mrs Siddons, the tears were 
seen rolling down his cheeks. He did 
not refuse to join in a laugh against 
his own profession ; and, it is alleged, 
accommodated Foote with his own red 
cloak, to be employed in the attire of 
the Mock Doctor. — In 1800, finding 
his health decline, he began to receive 
the academical assistance of his son, 
the present Professor of Anatomy ; 
but he continued to deliver the most 
important part of the lectures till 
1808*9, when he closed his academi- 
cal labours, to the infinite regret of 
numerous students. At the same time, 
he gave up his medical practice $ but 
survived till the 2d October 1817, 
when he died in the 85th year of his 
age. 

On the continent, this year was 
marked by the death of an authoress, 
the most celebrated female in Europe, 


— Mad. de Stael Holstein. She 
was the daughter of virtuous and illus- 
trious parents. Her father was Neck- 
er, the celebrated Minister of Finance 
at the beginning of the French Revo- 
lution, whose various fortunes are well 
known. Her mother was Susan Cur- 
chod, the daughter of an obscure 
Protestant clergyman in Switzerland, 
whose beauty and accomplishments, 
much celebrated in her youth, attract- 
ed the admiration of Gibbon, who was 
only prevented by paternal remon-. 
strances from paying his addresses to 
her. She afterwards married Necker, 
who as partner in the banking-house 
of Thellusson, acquired such a reputa- 
tion for knowledge of business, as made 
him be called in a critical moment to the 
general management of the French fi- 
nances. Anne Louisa Necker wasbom 
at Paris in 1766. Her mother under- 
took the entire management of h*er 
education, and being endowed with' ex- 
tensive learning, and of lofty, religious, 
and moral principle, seemed well qua- 
lified for the task ; yet she was in some 
respects not perfectly suited to hei/ 
pupil. Her sense of duty, 
systematically applied to the minu^/rk 
occurrences of life, gave to her ma- 
nagement sonJithing mrmal and severe/ 
which accorde^ill with the vivacity 
and enthusia§m%f the young student. 
M. Necker, on the contrary, notwith- 
standing the gravity of his characteK^ 
was delighted with her lively sallies, 
and by encouraging them, tended to 
counteract the influence of her mother. 
Mademoiselle Necker, though with 
difficulty confined within the prescri- 
bed rules of behaviour, eagerly imbibed ’ 
the information communicated to her. 
Her ideas were farther unfolded by the 
literary society of Paris, which her fa- 
ther studiously assembled at his house. 
Mad. Huber, an early visitor, describl^s 
the attention paid by her at the age of 
eleven, to what was going on in this * 
brilliant society She uttered not 
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'^li.word, yet she seemed as if speakinc: 
in her turn, so much expresssion did 
her flexible features betray. Her eyes 
followed the looks and gestures of the 
speakers ; she appeared to seize their 
ideas before she heard them. She was 
mistress of every subject, even politics/' 
All the visitors took ncftice of her, ei- 
ther for their own amusement, or in 
compliment to Necker. She answer- 
ed all with ease and elegikice ; they 
took pleasure in attacking her, embar- 
rassing her, exciting in her that little 
imagination which already appeared so 
brilliant.” These premature intellep- 
tual exertions had an unfavourable ef- 
fect on the bodily constitution of Ma- 
demoiselle Necker ; and at the age of 
fourteen, her health appeared in an 
alarming state. Tronchin prescribed 
the absolute necessity of her removal 
to the country, of her being constant- 
ly in the open air, and giving up every 
kind of study. Her mother was in 
dismay at a prescription which broke 
up all her plans. It is probable, how- 
ever, that the mind as well as body of 
, the young patient derived new strength 
worn^being thus left for some time to 
expatiate at full liberty. She wander- 
ed through the woot^ of St Ouen 
with a friend of her own age, giving 
full scope to their imagination. This 
arrangement also thre\^ her more un- 
der the influence of her father, of all 
^hose leisure moments she could take 
advantage, and who found in her so- 
ciety his favouyte relaxation. The 
most brilliant qualities which she dis- 
played, could not console her mother 
for seeing her so different from the mo- 
del upon which she wished to have 
formed her. On being congratulated 
upon the admiration which her daugh- 
ter’s talents excited, she replied, ** It 
is nothing, absolutely nothing, to w^bat, 
I would have made of her.^' Made- 
moiselle Necker, however, is said never 
to have shewn any want of duty to her 
mother, though unable to confine her- 


self within the strict rules which she 
would have imposed. 

In 1784, M. Necker was dismissed 
from the finance ; and Mademoiselle 
Necker, sharing the adverse circum- 
stances of her family, withdrew with 
them to the retirement of Copet, on 
the lake of Geneva. Here she was 
seen by Gibbon, who describes her in 
a manner which does not shew much 
presentiment of th6 future splendour 
of her talents. He says, They, (the 
Neckers,) haje now a very trouble- 
some charge, the disposal of a baro- 
ness ; one of the greatest heiresses in 
Europe, wild, vain, but good-natured, 
and with a much larger provision of 
wit than of beauty." — ( Miscellaneous 
Works, vol. 1.) Her mother, he ob- 
serves, is determined that she shall 
marry only a Protestant, which leads 
him to wish that she could be wooed 
by some young Englishman. Fortune, 
however, had decreed otiierwise. She 
received the addresses of Eric Magnus 
^Baron de Stael, a Swedish nobleman 
of rank, with an amiable character, and 
agreeable person. As she objected to 
leaving France, King Gustavus III., 
who favoured his suit, appointed him 
ambassador at the court of France, 
with an assurance of continuing for 
several years in that situation. The 
union took place, but did not produce 
mutual happiness. The baron, a plain 
respectable man, with great simplicity 
of manners and conduct, was very little 
in unison with her lively, shewy, and 
enthusiastic temper. It must also be 
suspected, that one who could scarcely 
exist out of society, and whose whole 
ambition was to display her wit and 
talents, and to shine as the oracle of 
coteries, was not exactly suited to form 
the felicity of domestic life. Although, 
however, they lived a good deal separate, 
no open breach took place ; and in his 
last illness, she haltenedto him at Paris, 
and they were on their way to Switzer- 
land when he died. 
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Mad. de Stael mixed deeply in the 
political intrigues with which Paris 
was agitated during the stormy period 
of the Revolution. Her principles, in- 
herited from her father, were those of 
a moderate republican. In 1793, she 
fled from the tyranny of the Jacobins, 
but returned in 1795, and was suppo- 
sed to possess great influence in the 
counsels of the Directory. She was 
repeatedly denounced by Legendre and 
his party, as directing the political in- 
trigues of the time. Unable to pre- 
vail upon her father to quit the retire- 
ment of Copet, she divided her time 
between his residence and that of 
Paris. When Bonaparte, however, 
established an absolute government in 
France, she took a decided part against 
him. It is said, that in 1800, when 
the First Consul was passing the Alps 
into Italy, he went to visit the Necker 
family. After breakfast, Mad. de 
Stael craved a private audience, which 
she employed in giving a long lecture., 
on the mode in which France ought to 
be governed. Napoleon, to whom her 
views were probably very unwelcome, 
after a compliment on her talents, and 
on the good fortune of her children in 
having such a mother, asked if she 
educated them herself ; then saying 
that a division of his army waited, 
hastened away. In 1803, when she 
came to Paris, and formed an intimate 
connection with M. Benjamin Con- 
stant, he had the meanness to banish 
her to the distance of forty miles from 
that capital ; and when she attempted 
to settle at Rouen and Montmorency, 
notice was sent, that these were with- 
in the prescribed limits ; she therefore 
left France. Devoted to Parisian so- 
ciety, she felt exile as the most exqui- 
site misery ; yet it may be mentioned 
to her honour, that she never sought 
to abridge it by any concession in point 
of principle. To this circumstance, 
so painful to herself, the public was 
probably indebted for her best works. 


written to cheer the gloom of retire- 
ment, and as the only channel by which 
her powers could now display them- 
selves. Indeed, melancholy seemed al- 
ways the muse that inspired her ; and 
her earlier works were usually written 
under the pressure of some family mis- 
fortune. She had composed very early 
some little dramas, one of them on the 
death of ][<ady Jane Gray ; but her 
genius was first known to the world 
by “ Letters on the Writings and 
Character of Rousseau,” some pas- 
sages of which rivalled the eloquence 
of Rousseau himself. During the ac- 
tive period of the French Revolution, 
her mind, turned entirely to politics, 
produced only political pamphlets. 
She wrote, “ Defence of the Queen — 
Epistle to Misfortune — Reflections on 
Peace, addressed to Mr Pitt— and on 
Internal Peace.** Her work, On the 
Influence of the Passions upon the 
Happiness of Individuals and of Na- 
tions,” published in two parts, 1796*7, 
was written with ability, and com- 
bined temporary politics with general 
views of society. Her next 
Literature Considered in its Connec^* 
tion with Social Institutions,” was 
thought by sowie to display the influ- / 
ence produced in her mind by the 
society of M. Schlegeh In 1803, 
appeared ITelphine,** which caused 
a strong sensation on the continent^ 
though, from various causes, it never ^ 
acquired much popularity iu this coun- 
try. Two years aft>:r, she produced 
“ Corinne, or Italy,” which must al- 
ways retain its place as the first of her 
works, and as one of the most charm- 
ing that ever was written. The living 
picture of this country, so magnificent, 
and so filled with interesting recollec- 
tions, is here incorporated with the 
thoughts and adventures of some most 
striking and original characters. Philo- 
sophy, passion, and fancy, are united, 
and insensibly blended together ; the 
deep feeling of the German school is bar- 
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inlnMOUsly combined with the flowing 
ease of the French, and in some degree 
with the solid reflectionof the English. 
In. 1811, appeared “ Germany,” a 
work which gives, in many respects, 
an admirable picture of that extraor- 
dinary people ; yet it has not the charm 
of Corinne ; it wants th^ dramatic in- 
terest, and that strain of melancholy 
and tender enthusiasm, which rendered 
the other so exquisitely plefsing. 

The strongest sentiment in the mind 
• of Mad. Stael, was the attachment to 
her father. It is described by her 
biographer as embracing the whole gf 
her existence, and acquiring daily new 
strength. Even his love of retirement 
and tranquillity, the points in which 
he most differed from herself, were 
exaggerated as proofs of an almost in- 
credible greatness of mind. She found 
inexhaustible pleasure in his conversa- 
tion, which was carried on between them 
on the most equal footing. Her love 
was increased by tender regret for his 
fall, for the calumnies raised against 
him, for his bodily sufferings, and ap- 
|T)rqach’»’g decline. On this last subject 
\ier sanguine and thoughtless spirit 
nllide her liable to illusion. ** She 
would pass instantly tiom the most 
anxious solicitude to the completcst 
security. So full of life herself, she 
could not believe in d^th.” When 
^ome one mentioned him as old, she 
declared with anger that she would 
consider as her worst enemy, any one 
who should rep^t such an assertion. 
The consequence was, that he was 
seized with his last illness in her ab- 
sence, and died before she could reach 
him — a circumstance which she consi- 
dered as one of the greatest misfortunes 
of her life. 

Mad. Stael was not so much famed 
tor her maternal, as her filial affection ; 
she was even accused of coldness and 
severity towards her children ; her in- 
timate friends, however, assure us, 
that this proceeded from principle. 


and indicated no want of tenderness. 
One of them quotes from a letter writ- 
ten on the illness of a daughter the fol- 
lowing expressions : What would be- 
come of a mother, trembling for the 
life of her child, without prayer ? This 
situation would make us find out reli- 
gion, if we had never even heard of it 
before.” She complains elsewhere of a 
certain ‘‘ maternal modesty,” which 
made her say less to her children than 
she felt. She had no opinion of any 
extraordinary ^systems of education, 
and blamed that too ostensible devo- 
tedness of parents to their children, 
which made them, she thought, vain 
and selfish. She disapproved also of 
making children acquire learning in 
the shape of play, thinking that only 
the most superficial knowledge could 
thus be acquired, and that it supersed- 
ed that habit of resolute application, 
which forms one of the chief benefits 
of study. She had no wish to have her 
daughter brilliant, gay, and celebrated 
like herself ; she was displeased even 
when she saw any propensity to imita- 
tion. Echoes tire me,” said she, “ I 
have enough of myself in myself, and 
I want to hear something else than the 
sound of my own voice.” 

'I’he conversation of Mad. de Stael, 
seems to have been brilliant and for- 
midable. She appears to have sought 
in it a scene of too high aiid constant ex- 
citement. She laboured, as it were, 
under a superstitious dread of ennui* 
Sometimes when the conversation 
became dull, she would break out, 
merely in the view of creating a sen- 
sation, with some paradox calcula- 
ted to revolt some of those present 
in the strongest manner ; she would 
then amuse herself in bringing round 
the doctrine, and explaining it ^ away 
till it was cleared of what was offen- 
sive. She was not satisfied that per- 
sons were witty, unless they were also 
animated, and used to say of one 
who spoke with indiflerence, How 
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can he expect me to attend to him^ 
«rhen he does not do himself the ho- 
nour to attend to himself.” The plea- 
sure derived from her conversation has 
been compared even by a friend, to 
that derived from seeing the perform- 
ances of a rope-dancer. 

After the restoration of the Bour- 
bons, Mad. de Stael had full liberty 
to return to Paris, where since that 
time she has chiefly resided. In 1814? 
she paid a visit to London, where she 
was received with the jjighest distinc- 
tion. She died at Paris in July, 1817» 
in the 53d year of her age. Her re- 
mains were conveyed to Copet, and 
interred with those of her parents. 
The Duke de Noailles, M. Schlegel, 
the State Councillors and leading cha- 
racters of Geneva and the neighbour- 
ing country, attended. 

Since her death, have been publish- 
ed, Considerations on the French 
Revolution,” not popular here, but 
which has been described as the most 
profound, though not the most elo- 
quent of her works. Appended to it 
is an Account of England, written with 
considerable ability, though not nearly 
so elaborate, as what she has written 
on France and Germany. 

If Europe was deprived in Madame 
de Stael of one of its greatest literary 
characters, it lost in Werner, a name 
equally illustrious in science. Abraham 
Gottlob Werner was a native of Sax- 
ony, and was born on the 25th Sep- 
tember, 1750, at Wehrau, in Upper 
Lusatia. His father being the manager 
of a forge, he was surrounded from in- 
fancy with the objects to which his 
life was to be devoted. Brilliant frag- 
ments of mineral were daily presented 
to the boy as playthings ; and before 
he could pronounce their names, he 
amused himself in arranging, tossing 
them about, and breaking them. These 
early specimens he always preserved, 
and continued to shew them, as the 


foundation of a collection, which.4^- 
terwards became one of the richest in 
Europe. As he grew up, the passion 
for minerals always gained new strength, 
and it was happily accompanied with 
another equally powerful, the love of 
method. This appeared in every thing, 
even in books, which he took more 
pleasure in arranging than in perusir^g. 
This method, applied in a pre-eminent 
degree to ^lis favourite study of miner- 
als, produced that systematic arrange- 
ment of them, which has rendered his 
name so celebrated. At the age of 
twenty-four, he published a “ Treatise 
on the external Characters of Minerals." 
It formed only a pamphlet of a fe)v 
sheets, and is remarkable as being al- 
most the only written composition of 
the author. The object was to dis- 
tinguish the varieties and species of 
minerals by a nomenclature, expressing 
the minutest differences in their exter- 
nal qualities, and thus to form a ge- 
neral language, by which all mineralo- 
gists mi^t understand each other. He 
thus did for mineralogy what Linnaeus 
had done for botany. The same effec^ 
also followed, of giving to the Science, 
at first sight, a technical and repul^ve 
aspect ; but it^ utility was soon appre-^ 
ciated, and caused its universal adop- 
tion throughout Germany. In 1775, 
Werner was ^appointed Professor and 
Inspector of the Cabinets of Frey berg, 
the chief mining district of Saxon^^ 
and perhaps in Europe. He was thus 
enabled to devote hi|n6elf entirely and 
professionally to the pursuit for which 
he felt the warmest inclination, and 
with every advantage for its prosecu- 
tion. Having given to mineralogy a ‘ 
language, his powers of method were 
now applied to forming it into a sys* 
tem. The first object was mineralogy 
simple, or what he calls oryctognosy, 
being the classification of minerals con- 
sidered simply as detached substances. 
This he made strictly according to 
their external qualities of fracture. 
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iisir^nessy lustre, without any re« 
garfl to their chemical analysis. Cuvier 
accuses him of too much neglecting 
their crystalline forms, which were af- 
terwards so ably illustrated by Hauy. 
The next branch was Geognosy^ or 
the composition, structure, and mode 
of formation of the earth. This is the 
part of his system which has excited 
the strongest interest in this country, 
in consequence of its directajpposition 
t5 that promulgated by Hutton. Ac- 
, cording to Werner, the whole surface 
of the earth is deposited from waters 
which originally covered it entirely, 
but which drying up .gradually, leit 
room for the production of dry land, 
and of organized bodies ; but our li- 
mits cannot admit of any detailed view 
of it. Next came geographical minera- 
logy, or a view of the distribution of 
minerals over the different countries 
and tracts on the surface of the globe. 
Lastly, economical mineralogy, or the 
application of minerals to the uses and 
purposes of life. These were the sub- 
jects of his Lectures, but in his conver- 
ition he gave to the science a much 
idei' extension. Tracing families, 
^;:jbes, and nations, to their supposed 
origin in the most elevated part of a 
■mountain chain, he maSe geology the 
key, as it were, to the history of the 
world. He even traced tp it the laws of 
military art ; and future generals, he 
i “thought, would do well to lay the 
foundation of theirstudies atFreyberg. 
Strangers who heard him discourse in 
this mariner, were apt to regard him as 
a visionary. The enthusiasm, how- 
ever, which prompted these views, 
powerfully warmed the imaginations 
of youth. There is said, indeed, to 
have been an indescribable force and 
charm in his language and conversa- 
tion. Those who heard him develope, 
is if by inspiration, the extensive views 
which he had formed, and the innu- 
merable relations which his genius 
ha(} discovered, could scarcely avoid 


being smitten with similar ardour* 
Many who came to Frcyberg, with 
the mei’e view of gaining a general 
idea of the science, ended with de- 
voting their lives to it. Nothing, in- 
deed, could exceed the pains taken by* 
him in the instruction of his students ; 
his time, his exertions, were entirely 
devoted to them. When they were 
too numerous to see his specimens 
conveniently, he divided them into two 
parts, and lectured twice. He com- 
monly had some of them at table with 
him, and in case of occasional necessity, 
he even afforded pecuniary assistance. 
The same attention to method, which 
regulated his scientific arrangements, 
prevailed in all the concerns of life. 
Etiquette and ceremony, which were 
longer preserved in Germany than in 
any other country, were especially pre- 
served in him ; and he regulated the 
dishes on his table with the same care 
as the minerals in his cabinet. There 
was onl^ one occasion when all cere- 
mony ceased, and all ranks became 
equal in his eyes ; this was when mi- 
nerals were handled awkwardly, or so 
as at all to stain their lustre. When 
he heard of one of his pupils who had 
become a great minister or general, he 
would exclaim, Wonderful ! he ne- 
ver knew how to touch a stone.** Ano- 
ther peculiarity, more to be regretted, 
was his almost invincible aversion to 
the act of writing. It was seldom that 
the most intimate friendship, or the 
strongest esteem, could extract a letter 
from him. At length, in order to avoid 
self-reproach, he gave up altogether 
opening those that were sent to him. 
Hence, the letter announcing his elec- 
tion as a member of the French Aca- 
demy of Sciences, an honour reserved 
only for a few of the greatest men in 
Europe, remained unanswered, and he 
knew the fact only by accidentally 
looking into an almanack. When his 
sister' sent by express from Berlin a 
paper for his signature on some im- 
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portant family affair, he allowed the 
messenger to wait two months at the 
inn before he could submit to the in- 
tolerable labour of affixing hi|name to 
it. The consequence of this reluctance 
was, that except the small treatise al- 
ready mentioned, and another not much 
longer, On Veins, none of his dis- 
coveries and observations have been 
committed by himsell to writing. It 
must be confessed, however, that nei- 
ther his fame, nor the diffusion of his 
doctrines, in any degrcf suffered by this 
omission. Secluded within a small Sax- 
on town, without authority in his own 
country, or connection with persons in 
power, he acquired a glory and an in- 
fluence over Europe, scarcely equalled 
by that of any other individual. He 
saw his views, which originally appear- 
ed so strange and novel, universally 
adopted. According to M. Villefosse, 
he has formed all the mines of the vi orld 
into a subterraneous country, regulated 
by fixed laws, and of which I^eybcrg is 
the acknowledged capital. The fame of 
Werner, like that of Socrates, has been 
diffused by his disciples. On the conti- 
nent, Karsten, Humboldt, Von Buch, 
DauhuissoiijBrochant and many others, 
taught, wrote, and explored the globe 
upon his principles. This country is 
fortunate enough topossessin Professor 
Jameson, probably the most learned and 
authentic expositor of his system. Mr 
Jameson, in his first attempts to intro- 
duce it, was assailed by opposition and 
even ridicule. These, however, soon 
gave way before the genuine merits of 
his system, which was soon adopted by 
a large proportion of the most eminent 
n\en of science, while even those who 
adhered to an opposite geological the- 
ory, admitted its excellence in the clas- 
sification and description of minerals. 
Edinburgh now contains a Natural 
History Society, taking its name from 
Werner, over w'hich Mr Jameson pre- 
sides, and which has distinguished it- 


self by the production of a number of 
valuable papers. 

The regular life led by Werner, and 
the care which he took of his health, 
inspired his friends with sanguine hopes 
of a prolonged life. Unfortunately his 
health, hitherto firm, sunk beneath the 
fervour of hfs patriotism. The misfor- 
tunes which befel Saxony at the en^ of 
the last war, preyed so severely on. his 
mind, tffet he never recovered from 
their effects. He sought in vain to ob- 
tain relief by removing to Dresden, 
where he died in the 67th year of his 
fige. His remains were conveyed to 
Freyberg, where he was interred witix 
extraordinary pomp. 

Jean Claude Delamethrie was 
born at Clayette, a small town of Mai- 
ennois, iu France, on the 4t*h Septem- 
ber 1743. He shewed from his egir- 
liest years symptoms of a peculiar cha- 
racter; took no interest in childish 
sports, but spent his time in profound 
meditation, and in reading abstruse 
works. He was at first destined for 
the church, for which his vigws seeri 
to have very ill fitted him ; but, on tf e 
death of his elder brother, he betook 
himself, at tlje age of twenty- two, to' 
his father’s profession of medichie. 
After spending five years in this study, 
he took a disgust to it, and at length 
determined not to follow any regular 
profession, but to give himself up 
wholly to the strange and wild specu- 
lations with which pis head was teem- 
ing. The gravity and sedateness of 
his youthful temper had now degene- 
rated into spleen and austerity. In 
order to free hiinself from all trouble ‘ 
and restraint, he agreed, upon recei- 
ving an annuity, to give up all claims 
upon the property of the family. At 
the same time he determined never to 
marry, partly for the same reasons, and 
partly from scruples of conscience, ^ 
because, being disposed to consider 
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existence as an evil, be thought it un- 
justifiable to communicate it to other 
beings. His first work was entitled, 
« Principles of Natural Philosophy/' 
in which he made the most decided 
profession of atheism, and rendered 
it the basis of his system of phy- 
sics. He denied the possible creation 
and annihilation of matter, and concei- 
ved all its properties to be the result 
of powers necessarily inherent in it.>— 
He endeavoured to revive the antiqua- 
• ted division into four elements ; and all 
his book was filled with speculations 
equally extravagant. As the booksel- 
lers of Paris would not venture to pub- 
lish dt, he printed it at Geneva. Next 
appeared, “Physiological Views,’* full 
of still wilder theories, in which he 
represented animals and vegetables as 
the product of crystallization ; and the 
vital power as consisting in galvanism. 
He now removed to Paris, and form- 
ed connections with the men of science 
in that metropolis. Plaving contribu- 
ted extensively to the Journal cle Phy^ 
sique^ he became, in 1785, editor of that 
Journ::!. It seems he possessed some 
of the requisite qualities, industry, 
punctuality, extensive information, and 
a strict sense of literacy justice. Be- 
^deshis extravagant speculations, how- 
ever, he had a violent self-love and 
jealousy of rivalship, which made him 
undervalue the most important disco- 
veries made by his contemporaries. He 
set himself in direct opposition to the 
new chemical system of Lavoisier, and 
insisted on continuing to use the word 
pure air, instead of oxygen. In the 
same spirit he attacked Hauy’s doc- 
trines of crystallography. When he 
was unable to deny the value of any 
discovery, he searched for passages in 
old works which appeared to antici- 
pate it, and republished them, in order 
to shew that it was not original. The 
most useful direction that his pursuits 
took, was that of mineralogy and geo- 
lo|Jy ; and the “ Theory of the Earth," 


which he published in 1795, is reckon- 
ed his best work, or at least that which 
contains the fewest absurdities. When 
the professorship of Natural History 
in the College of prance became vacant 
by the death of Daubenton, he consi- 
dered himself unjustly treated in the 
preference given to Cuvier, a much 
younger man, and who did not then 
possess the great fame which he has 
since attained. He afterwards, how- 
ever, became joint lecturer, having the 
departments oimineralogy and geolo- 
gy allotted to him. He made his Lec- 
tures on these subjects very interest- 
ing, by the exhibition of specimens, 
and by making excursions with his pu- 
pils to the neighbourhood of Paris. 
He suffered severely in consequence of 
the Revolution, which both injured the 
family-property, and stopped the sale 
of his Journal ; and he owed much on 
this occasion to the generosity of Cu- 
vier. On the return of peaceable times, 
he immediately renewed his Journal, 
and, in 1804?, published “Considera- 
tions on Organised Beings,” in the 
same wild strain as all its predecessors. 
In 1812, he had a severe attack of 
apoplexy ; and though he resumed his 
literary occupations, he continued in an 
infirm state till Ist July, 1817, when 
a second shock carried him off, in the 
74?th year of his age. In the course 
of thirty-one years that he conducted 
the Journal de Phi/sique, he inserted 
in it nearly 120 papers, which, with 
his other works, made him one of the 
most voluminous writers of the age. 
He was accustomed to boast of this 
circumstance, not reflecting, that a 
smaller quantity of writing, better con- 
sidered and digested, would have been 
much more useful to the public. 

The scientific world of Paris lost 
this year another ornament in Charles 
MIissier. He was born at Badon- 
villiers in Lorrain, and early devoted 
himself to the study of astronomy. He 
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became the pupil and confident of the 
celebrated Delisle, under whose direc- 
tion he was the first to discover the re- 
turn of Halley's famous comet. He 
thenceforth devoted himself to the ob- 
servation of the heavens, and particu- 
larly of comets, nineteen of which were 
discovered by him between 1758 and 
1800. He passed whole nights in the 
observation of celestial jmenomena, 
while the days were employed in mark- 
ing the spots on the sun^ or in making 
charts of his numerous observations. 
In 1770, he was admitted member of 
the French Academy, on the same day 
with Cassini. He never sought wealth ; 
but the Revolution deprived him of all 
means of support ; and he had some- 
times difficulty in obtaining oil for his 
nightly lamp. After the fall, how- 
ever, of the Jacobin government, the 
Convention assigned him honourable 
places in the Institute, and in the Board 
of Longitude. After sixty years de- 
voted to astronomy, he became blind, 
like Eratosthenes, Galileo, and Cassini. 
He made numerous contributions to 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Sci- 
ences, — the Conmissance des Temps, 
the Ephemerides of Vienna, the Phi- 
losophical Transactions^ the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences of Berlin, 
and other collections. In conjunction 
with the learned Pingre, he edited the 
Voyage of the Marquis of Causton- 
vaux, (4?to. Paris, 1768.) He died at 
Paris in 18172 at the age of 87, 

Science also suffered by the death of 
Alexis Marie Rochon. He was 
born at Brest on the 21 st February, 
1761, and, being accustomed from in- 
fancy to the view of maritime objects 
and scenery, he contracted a passion 
for them, and devoted his life to the 
improvement of nautical science. In 
1765, he became a correspondent of 
the Academy of Sciences ; and soon 
after was nominated astronomer to the 
marine. In 1768 he was sent out to 


the East Indies, and employed himself 
in determining the position of the 
islands and shoals which intervene be- 
tween the coasts of India and the Isle 
of France. During this period he vi- 
sited Madagascar, and published one 
of the most valuable accounts of that 
island which we yet possess. Return- 
ing in 1772, he brought home with 
him the mpst beautifuLcrystals of Ma- 
dagascar quartz that had been hither- 
to seen. He discovered the property 
of double refraction possessed by this 
body, and conceived the happy idea of 
applying it to the measure of angles.— 
Such was the foundation of the micro- 
meter invented by him. He felt an 
ardent zeal for the improvement of his 
native province, and particularly of the 
port of Brest. His representations in- 
duced the government to adopt the 
measure of opening a navigable canal 
across Brittany, between the ports of 
Brest and Nantes. He was also ap- 
pointed chief civil engineer of Paris, and 
immense hydraulic works were, in the 
course of the last ten years, begun and 
executed under his direction. He died 
in the beginning of April, 1817, in the 
77th year of his age. 

We could have wished here to in- 
troduce a memoir of Deluc, the phi- 
losopher of Geneva ; but, as we have 
not yet collected materials adequate to 
the subject, we shall reserve this till 
the following year. 

On the opposite side of the water, 
this year is marked by the death of a 
person of some merit and importance, 
—Dr Timothy Dwight, President 
and Professor of Divinity in Yale Col- 
lege. He was born at Northampton, 
in the state of Massachusetts, in May, 
1752. After completing his studies, 
and on the commencement of the Ame- 
rican war, he was invited to accept the 
office of chaplain, in which capacity 
he was attached to the division com- 



BIOGRAPHY. 


Chap. 2.] 


m 


manded by General Putnam. He was 
distinguished by the facility with which 
he adapted himself to, and rendered 
himself ^^>0 peculiar mode of 

clerical duty. After the peace, he was 
chosen to represent the town of North* 
ampton in the general court of Boston. 
Possessing poetical tasM, he publish* 
ed, in 1785, an epic poem, called the 
“ Conquest of Canaan.” In 1794, he 
published “ Greenfield Hillf ' descrip, 
tive of the place of his residence, situ- 
• ated on the coast of the Sound of Long 
Island. His reputation as a preacher 
was constantly increasing, being dig* 
tinguished for the clearness of his 
thoughts, the copiousness and elegance 
of his diction, and for the distinctness 
and warmth of his elocution. On 
the death then of President Stiles, in 
May, n^S, Mr Dwight was named by 
the public voice as the fittest person 
to succeed. He was elected, and dis* 
charged his duties with such ability, 
that the college soon began to flourish 
beyond former example. His labours 
seem indeed to have been very great, 
since, besides the general superintend* 


ence of the college, he undertook the 
entire instruction of the senior class in 
rhetoric logic, metaphysics, and ethics ; 
and heard each week two disputations. 
As professor of divinity, he delivered 
every S unday forenoon, aLecture,form- 
ing part of a general course of theo* 
logical science, completed infouryffirs ; 
while in the afternoon, he gave a Ser* 
mon on miscellaneous topics. His 
course of divinity he left revised, and 
in a state ready for the press. In the 
same state wqpe found a number of 
miscellaneous discourses and disserta- 
tions connected with the proofs of 
Christianity and Biblical literature. He 
left also, ready for the press, another 
laborious work — an Account of the 
States of New England and of New 
Y ork, collected in various tours through 
this territory, during the last twenty 
years of his life. He contributed nu* 
merous papers to the Connecticut Aca* 
demy or Arts and Sciences, in the for* 
mation of which he had taken a very 
active part. He died on the 11th Ja. 
nuary, 1817.* 


' ** The materials for this and the preceding Chapter, are in Annual Biography and 
Obituary, London 1818 ; — The Monthly, Gentleman, and Edinburgh Magazines * 
Thomson's Annals of Phikisophy.— Edinburgh Philosophical Journal.— Life of .John 
Philpot Curran, by his son William Henry Curran, 2 vols. 8vo.— Memoirs of 
Richard Ia)vell Edgeworth, by himself, and Maria Edgeworth, 2 vols. 8vo.— Me- 
moires de Mad. Stael.— Account of the Life, &c. of Dr Alexander Monro, Secundus, 
by Andrew Duncan, sen. M. D. 8vo.— Private and Oral Information. 
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CHAPTER II r. 


VIEW OF IMPROVEMENTS IN SCIENCE DURING THE YEaR. 


Davys Safety Lamp, and Researches an^ Flame. -^Artificial Freezing of Wa- 
ter, — Preservation of Volatile and Deliquescent Substances. — The Oxy- Hy- 
drogen Blow-pipe. — Security of Steam- Boats. —Geography qf Plants. 


In taking a yiew of the accessions made 
during the year to the different branches 
of physical science, it is not our inten- 
tion to enter into any detail of minute 
particulars. The’ object will rather 
be to embrace those grand and lead- 
ing discoveries, which retain a per- 
manent interest, and form an era in 
the department of human knowledge 
to which they belong. Among these, 
the following are the most promi- 
nent 

Davy’s safety lamp, and re- 
searches ON FLAME, 

While the improvements made in 
science afford to accomplished minds 
a high rational plea&ure, independent 
of their application to the useful arts, 
their influence on the latter contributes 
materially to those sentiments of re- 
spect and of gratitude which mankind 
at large entertain towards them ; and in 
proportion to their operation as pro- 
moting public wealth and the general 
comfort of society, such sentiments are 
elicited with the greater promptitude 
and warmth. On this account, it is 
with feelings of no common admiration 
that we congratulate the public on the 


discovery of the safety-lamp of Sir 
Humphrey Davy, by means of which, 
subterranean mines, which hitherto 
could not be visited without the risk 
of ruinous explosions, are rendered 
accessible without danger, ^ 

In the coal mines of Newcastle and 
most other coal districts, an evolution 
of inflammable gas, called by chemists 
carbureted hydrogen, and by the work- 
men, fire-damp, is liable to take place, 
and to accumulate in situations in 
which no regular ventilation is kept 
up. Wherever a mine, or a division of a 
mine, has been for some time left with- 
out ventilation, it is always dangerous 
to approach it with a lamp or candle, 
and in cases in which the rashness of 
individuals has allowed them to neglect 
the danger, or in which accumulations 
of the inflammable gas have been more 
rapidly formed than they were aware, 
an immense volume of an explosive 
mixture, has in many instances been 
set on fire, and explosions have been 
roduced by which numerous lives 
ave been lost ; persons who have es- 
caped immediate death have been mi- 
serably scorched, and the machinery 
connected with the works has been de- 
stroyed. Various preventives have been 
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suggested for destroying or removing 
these gases, or for lighting the mines 
where they are lodged, without the 
risk of explosion. 

Sir Humphry Davy, on the invita- 
tion of the Sunderland committee form- 
ed for the express purpose of obviating 
these dangers, went to that part of the 
cgimtry to investigate the subject, and 
the result of his investigations, and the 
’ lnultiplied experiments dictated by his 
inventive genius, and conducted with 
. unwearied perseverance, havcbeen com- 
pletely satisfactory. It is unneces- 
sary to mention the various expediei\f8 
previously suggested for lighting the 
ipines. One was that of the steel mill, 
consisting of a wheel with large. steel 
teeth, made to elicit sparks from flint 
during its revolutions ; light is thus af- 
forded, while the heat generated is not 
sp high as to explode the gas. Plans 
also were attempted for supporting the 
flame of a close lamp by air introduced 
from without by a tube, either with or 
without machinery. These and other 
measures, however, were either ineffec- 
tual ortoo cumbersome for general use, 
or laboured under both disadvantages 
together. 

Sir H. Davy’s first e3?|)eriments con- 
-sis^ed in examining the combustibility 
of this gas, the proportions of mixtures 
of it with atmospheric «ir which are 
combustible, and the circumstances oc- 
curring during combustion by which 
the process is liable to be arrested. He 
found that this g^s differs from other 
inflammable gases in its combustibility, 
requiring a much higher temperature 
^ to produce explosion. He fpund also 
thamhe flame generated in combustion 
or explosion, did not pass through me- 
tallic tubes of small bore, and a certain 
proportional length. He ascertained 
a|; tlie same time the quantities of azote 
and of carbonic acid, which, by their 
presence, extinguished flame, an effect 
which he found to arise from their 
cooling power. On the data thus pro- 

VpL. X, TAUT I. 


cured, he first constructed a lamp which 
gave light through glass, but was close 
in every part, with the exception of 
two or three small orifices beneath for 
admitting air to support the flame, and 
one above to give passage to the smoke 
and residual gases. These orifices ad- 
mitted only a limited quantity of aerial 
fluid into the lamp, and such a quanti- 
ty of azote and carbonic acid was pro- 
duced as prevented the explosion of 
the fire-damp, while the nature of the 
apertures rendfredit incapable of com- 
municating any explosion to the sur- 
rounding air. 

In this lantern the air admitted was 
only sufficient to support a certain size 
of flame: the mixture of fire-damp and 
air being gradually admitted, the first 
effect of the fire-damp was to produce 
a larger flame round that of the lamp, 
and this flame consuming the oxygen 
which the flame of the lamp required, 
and the standard of the power of the 
air to support flame being lowered by 
the admixture of fire-damp, and by its 
rarefaction, both the flame of the fire- 
damp and that of the taper or lamp 
were extinguished together. The azote 
and carbonic acid present, by mixing 
with the fire-damp, prevented explo- 
sion in any part of the lantern. As 
the air gradually became contaminated 
with fire-damp, this fire damp was con- 
sumed in the body of the lantern, and 
the air passing through the chimney 
contained no inflammable mixture. In 
an experiment made on this point, Sir 
H.Davy gradually threw an explosive 
mixture of fire-damp and air into this 
lantern from a bladder. By a rapid 
jet of gas he produced an explosion in 
the body of the lantern. There was no 
tendency to a communication of the 
flame through the apertures below j 
the flame did not appear to extend up- 
wards farther than the lower aperture 
of the chimney, and the explosion mere- 
ly threw out from it a gust of foul air. 
The principle of this lamp being esU- 
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bHshed, was applied in various forms^ a most brilliant light in a mixture of 
the simplest of which was a close Ian* one part of coal-gas with seven of air; 
tern, in which the apertures by which the -lower part of tl\e flame is green, 
the air was admitted, and those from the middle purple, and the upper part 
which it passed, were covered with blue. Sir H. Davy made various ex- 
brass wire gauze of 3 ^ of an inch in periments on the application of the 
thickness, with interstices not more principle to mixtures much more rea- 
than of an inch in diameter. oily explosive* than any that are liable 

Such was the invention first announ- to occur in coal-mines. He tried cy- 
ced by this eminent philosopher. It linders of 6400 apertures to the square 
was soon followed by another, the same inch, in rtdxtures of carbureted hy- ’ 
that is now adopted in actual practice, drogen with oxygen, and even of oxy- 
This has the advantage^of continuing gen with pure hydrogen, and though . 
to burn in an explosive mixture of fire- the wire became intensely red-hot, ex- 
damp, and giving light by the combus- plosions never took place ; the com- 
tion of the fire-damp itself. This in- bustion was entirely limited to the in- 
vention consists in surrounding the terior of the lamp. In all these expe- 
flame of a lamp or candle on all sides riments, there was a noise like that 
and above with a wire sieve, the effi- produced by the burning of hydrogen 
cacy of which is in proportion to the gas in open tubes, 
minuteness of its apertures. The This safety-lamp is now universally 
coarsest which has been tried with employed, and where explosions have 
perfect safety, contains 24 apertures since occurred, they have arisen from 
to the inch, or 576 to the square inch, negligence and foolish hardiness in 
the wire being of an inch thick ; omitting the lamp altogether, [or re- 
the finest has 6400 apertures to the moving the gauze cover, or some other 
square inch, and the wire of an inch imprudence. Hence the lamps used by 
thick. When a lighted lamp is received the workmen are now kept shut by 
into a ring soldered to a cylinder of means of a padlock, of which an ofli- 
wire-gauze covering the flame, and cial person keeps the key, 
having no apertures except those of Theseextraordinary results led their 
the texture of the gauze, and the whole illustrious discoverer to many curiwaS 
being thus prepared, is introduced and interesting inquiries respecting the 
into the most explosive mixture of nature and communication of flame, 
carbureted hydrogen and air, the cy- It is worthy of remark, however, 
linder becomes filled with a bright that he advances, in the outset, a po- 
flame, which continues to burn as long sition which is altogether untenable, 
as the mixture is explosive. When which he considers^as best explaining 
the carbureted hydrogen is to the air the results which he obtained, “ that 
^8 1 to 12 , the flame of the wick ap- flame must in all cases be considered 
pears within the flame of the fire- as the combustion of an explosive mix- 
damp ; when as 1 to 7 , the flame of ture of inflammable gas and air ; that 
the wick disappears, and that of the it cannot be regarded as a mere com- 
flre-damp alone is seen. bustion at the surface of contact of 

Whep thp thickest wires are used in the inflammable matter, a fact which, 
the gauze, it becomes strongly red he says, is proved by holding a taper 
hot, particiilarly at the top, yet no pr a piece of burning phosphorus 
explosion takes- place. The flame is within a large flame made by the com- 
brighter the larger the apertures of bustion of alcohpl : the flaine of the 
the gauze are ; and the cylinder of candle or of the phosphorus will ap- 
625 apertures to the square inch, gives pear in the centre of the other flame, 
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proving that tliere is oxygen even in its 
interior part.’^ When this philosopher 
observed such a result, it must have 
been deception arising from sortie 
disturbance of the flame, by which 
oxygen was admitted to^ its centre. 
The uniform effect is, when we con- 
vey a piece of burning phosphorus in 
a* platinum spoon into the centre of % 
flame of alcohol, taking eye to avoid 
agitation, that the combustion of the 
phosphorus instantly ceases ; when we 
remove it into the open air, it reepm- 
mences, and so on alternately, as long 
as any remains unburnt. While it^is 
in the air, it is covered with its pecu- 
liarly brilliant flame. While in the in- 
terior of the flame of alcohol, we only 
see the yellow surface of the melted 
matter, like that of a quantity of melted 
bees-wari. Theinteriorofaflamearising 
from an extended surface of a burning 
body consists entirely of combustible 
matter in a state of volatilization ; it 
excludes the atmospheric air, which 
only comes in contact with its exterior 
surface, and the combustion at this 
surface forms the flame. The heat 
evolved at the surface of combustion 
is very high, as our philosopher pro- 
ceeds to observe ; it is perhaps as high 
•SS any we are acquainted with. Mr 
Tennant was in the habit of shewing, 
that a small filament of platinum may 
be fused in the flame of a common 
candle. Now it may be remarked 
that, if such a high temperature were 
extended through the interior of the 
flame, it would display much more 
powerful energies in fusing bodies than 
it docs. Platinum would be fused in 
larger masses, if quite surrounded with 
such a temperature j but the limitation 
of it to a thin superficial stratum sub- 
jects it to dissipation, as soon as a body 
pf any considerable thickness of sub- 
stance is placed in it. Even a long 
piece of wood, held for some lime 
across a broad flame, is brought out 
ficarcely altered by that situation, ex- 


cept at the points corresponding to 
the surface of the flame* 

With the exception of this mistaken 
view of flame, the researches of this 
author are as instructive as they arc 
curious. 

He has investigated, in a beautiful 
manner, the cause of the light emitted 
by flame, and the differences of this 
light as exemplified in the combustion of 
different materials. He finds by com- 
paring a diversity of facts, that the 
light of a flarfe of carbureted hydro- 
gen, for example that produced by 
the combustion of a stream of gas in 
our artificial gas-lights, arises from the 
decomposition of the gas towards the 
interior of the flame, where, he says, 
the air is in smaller quantity, (but 
where we maintain that there is no ad- 
mixture of air at all ; ) a portion of 
solid charcoal in the form of a tenui- 
ous powder is there generated, which, 
first by its ignition, and then by its 
combustion, increases in a high degree 
the intensity of the light. The flame 
produced by an explosive mixture of 
coal-gas and common air, within a 
wire-gauze cylinder, emits a much 
fainter light. This arises from the 
air being thoroughly mixed with the 
inflammable gas, as is proved by the 
following beautiful experiment. Sir 
H. Davy held a piece of wire-gauze 
over a stream of coal-gas issuing from 
a small pipe, and inflamed the gas 
above the gauze, which was almost in 
contact with the orifice of the pipe. 
It now burned with its usual bright 
light. On raising the wire-gauze, so as 
to admit more atmospheric air in to mix- 
ture with it, the light became feebler, 
and at a certain distance the flame as- 
sumed the precise character of that of 
an explosive mixture burning within 
the lamp ; but the heat was now greater 
than when the light was much more 
vivid ; and a piece of platinum wire, 
held in this obscure flame, became in- 
stantly white hot. Now this is cer- 
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tainly best explained by admitting 
thaty where that gas is in contact and 
mixture with airt the temperature ge- 
nerated burns both the ingredients of 
the compound, u e. the carbon and 
hydrogen, at once ; but immediatelj 
within the surface of a common lumi- 
nous flame, the high temperature be- 
ing applied without the contact of any 
oxygen to snpport combustion, the 
decomposition takes place, and the 
charcoal evolved emits a brilliant light 
in consequence of its sfinple ignition. 
The charcoal thus evolved and igni- 
ted, is not burned till it rises to the 
summit of the flame, where it comes 
in contact with oxygen. Hence it is 
found, that a piece of wire-gauxe held 
across the summit receives no depo- 
sition ; but when moved lower in a 
parallel direction, it receives a depp- 
sition of charcoal till it reaches near 
the bottom of the flame, and now, 
the gas not being at all decomposed, 
no such deposit appears. On this prin- 
ciple, the flame of phosphorus and of 
zinc burning in oxygen or common 
air, gives an intense light ; because 
the products of those coihbustions, 
phosphoric acid and oxide of zinc, are 
solid bodies ; while the flames of pure 
hydrogen and sulphur, in which volatile 
matter alone is generated, are feeble. 
The light of burning sulphur, hydro- 
gen, and carbonic oxide, may be great- 
ly improved by introducing solid mat- 
ter, even though incombustible ; such 
as amianthus, a coil of platinum wire, 
or metallic gauze, or throwing into 
them a line incombustible powder, 
such as oxide of zinc. 

Our eminent countryman prosecuted 
further the laws of combustion as ap- 
plied to gaseous bodies. He investiga- 
ted the effect of rar^action as produ- 
ced In two different ways by the re- 
moval of pressurie and by the applica- 
tion of he^t. 'He made experiments 
on the combustion of similar jets of 
different gases, in a medium various- 
ly rarefied by the air-pump. He found 


that those gases which require the 
least heat for their combustion, burn 
in more rarefied air than others $ those 
which in their comhmtionproduce most 
heat, also bum in a comparatively rare 
medium; that the rarefaction only ope- 
rates by rendering the supply of heat in 
consequence of the combustion slower. 
He found that explosive mixtures, when 
rarefied by^ heat, were equally coiri- 
bustible, and exploded even at a less 
elevation of temperature, less cooling 
agency being in this case exerted by 
the gas itself. — He found that when 
gases are subjected to sudden com- 
pression, this does not produce com- 
bustion, except by the heat which it 
evolves ; and that the doctrines main- 
tained by Higgins, Berthollet, and Dr 
Murray, that heat suddenly applied, as 
by the electric spark, kindles a gas by 
the compression of one part of the gas 
arising from thesudden expansion which 
the heat produces in another, are er- 
roneous. 

Sir H. Davy then explored the laws 
of that influence which admixtures of 
foreign gas, including an excess of 
either of the gases actually concerned, 
exert in preventing explosion ; an influ- 
ence which het observed, and of which 
he availed himself in constructing the 
first form of his safety-lamp. This in- 
fluence dependis on their cooling agen- 
cy ; and on comparing, in this parti- 
cular, the different kinds of gases, he 
found it to be in some inverse ratio to 
their density. — ^Tho:r operation, as 
applied to different combustible bodies 
during their combustion, is in exact 
inverse proportion to the heat which 
their combustion requires. This ge- 
neral principle is elegantly demonstra- 
ted by the following simple experi- 
ment. Into a long bottle with a nar- 
row neck, introduce a lighted taper, 
and let it burn till it is extinguished ; 
stop the bottle, and introduce another 
lighted taper ; it will be extinguished 
before reaching thebot tom of neck ; 

then introduce a small tube contain- 
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iiig the mixture for producing hydro^ 
gen ga 8 » and this gas kindled, and 
burning aa it issues from the mouth of 
the tube ; the hydrogen burns in what* 
ever part of the bottle it is placed, as 
it requires less heat to support its com- 
bustion than a taper does. After the 
hydrogen is extinguished, sulphur will 
burn for some tiitiei if introduced in a 
state of combustion : after its extinc- ' 
tion, phosphorus, if introtluced, will 
be luminous^ as in the air; and, if heat- 
ed, will produce a dense yellow flame. 

In dense atmospheres, the qpoling 
influence of superfluous gases in pre- 
venting combustion, is greatest, i et 
there is so much more matter present, 
entering into combustion, as to pro- 
duce a compensation. In rare atmo- 
spheres, the cooling influence of the 
superfluous gas, (for example, the azote 
in the higher regions of our atmos- 
phere,} is 80 much diminished, that the 
comparatively small quantity of oxy- 
gen contained in a given extentof space, 
supports a combustion nearly as vivid 
as that which takes place in lower si- 
tuations, in which it is more dense. 

These, and other varied researches, 
are applied to illustrate the operation 
of wire gauze, and othq^ tissues or sys- 
tems of apertures permeable to light 
and air, in intercepting flame. 

It seems singular that, after all, he 
should lay so much weight on hia de- 
finition of flame, that it is gasams 
matter heated so highly as to be lumi- 
nous, beyond the white heat of solid 
bodies, when the influence of the evo% 
lution of solid matter has been so well 
illiibtrated by his own experiments. 
Whether the blue colour of the flame 
of hydrogen, and others not con- 
taining solid matter, is owing to the 
high temperature, and is effect of 
.it, or is the direct separation of the 
latent matter.of light effected by cqtti- 
bustion, is a problem pot at all eluci- 
^ted by any of his views ^ but enough 
is -made known to shake, in some mea- 


sure, the doctrine of the separate ma- 
teriality of light, ahd to lead us to 
view it as an effect of caloric, a phe- 
nomenon of pure Ignition. It is by 
no means proved, that any elastic fluid, 
while it continues in other respects un- 
changed, is capable of being made lu- 
minous by a rise of temperature. 

Sir H. Davy clearly shews that it 
is entirely by its cooling influence 
that wire-gauze arrests the communi- 
cation of flame. The hottest flames 
are the most difficult to stop, and re- 
quire the smallest apertures. A tissue 
of 100 apertures to the square inch 
will stop the flame of alcohol, but not 
that of hydrogen gas. A tissue which 
would transmit the flame generated by 
the explosion of hydrogen with air, or 
even that of olifiant gas, (the heavy 
carbureted hydrogen), will atop an cx- 
losion from fire-damp. A minute 
ame is extinguished by introducing 
round it from above, a very small ring 
of copper, while a ring of platinum 
of the same dimensions will produce 
no such effect. The conducting power 
of the metal, and the mass 6 f it which 
is emplo]^ed, promote it, and it is also 
most easily produced in flames which 
give out least proportional heat, and 
those which require the highest tempe- 
rature to produce or to preserve them. 
A flame is divided by the wire-gauze 
into numerous smaller flames, each of 
which is extinguished in passing its 
aperture till the wire is raised to a heat 
sufficient to produce the combustion 
of the surrounding explosive mixture, 
A flaine, in rapid motion, is transmit- 
ted through apertures which will not 
transmit one in slow motion. But, 
however rapid the motion, all flames 
maybe arrested by increasing the cool- 
ing surface, by diminishing the size of 
the aperture, or by increasing iU depth; 
If the flame of an explosion is pon fined 
on , all sides except one, it will pa^S 
through an aperture in consequeticef 
of the forcible motion given to it id 
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that direction. Nay, if in the bottom 
of a lamp covered with wire-gauze, 
an orifice be made a little larger than 
the meshes of the gauze, the readier 
egress afforded at this point will make 
it pass, whereas if a plurality of ori- 
fices of this size be made in difierent 
directions, the fiame will be arrested. 
These curious facts demonstrate, that 
the interruption of flame by solid tis- 
sues, which are permeable to light and 
air, depends on no recondite or my- 
sterious cause, but sipiply on their 
cooling powers. 

On the 8th of January, 1817, the 
inventor gave to the Royal Society 
this highly encouraging report on the 
facility with which these principles 
l^d been practically applied. It 
his/' says he, been now for ten 
months in the hands of hundreds of 
common miners in the most dangerous 
mines of Britain, during which time 
not a single accident has occurred 
where it has been employed ; while, in 
other minesmuch less dangerous, where 
it has not been adopted, some lives have 
been lost, and many persons burned.” 

The value of this invention is so 
much the greater, as the liability to 
such explosions continues to increase 
with the comparatively greater depth 
below the surface of the earth to which 
the workings are successively carried. 

ARTIFICIAL FREEZING OF WATER. 

Mr Leslie has announced to the 
public a new method of freezing wa- 
ter, by the substitution of a substance 
more easily procured and managed, in- 
stead of the sulphuric acid. The princi- 
ple of his former process is well known. 
It is to create such a rapid evaporation 
from a surface of water as will be suf- 
ficient, by the abstraction of caloric, to 
create a cold, by which that part of 
the water which is not evaporated is 
converted into ice. This is done by 
placing idle water, in a small vessel. 


under the receiver of an air-pump, 
over a wide basin of sulphuric acid, 
and then exhausting the air of the re- 
ceiver. The e> laustion removes the 
pressure from tiie surface of the wa- 
ter, which, under other circumstances, 
forms an obstacle to the evaporating 
process. If this were the whole ef- 
fect, however, a pcirtion of the wat^r 
thus evapdrated, or converted into 
invisible vtpour, would quickly oc- 
cupy the place of the air, and keep 
up a pressure on the evaporating sur- 
face, which would oppose the conti- 
nuance of the evaporation. But the 
sulphuric acid possessing a strong at- 
traction for water unites with it^ and 
condenses it from the state of vapour 
as fast as it is formed, and thus allows 
the evaporation to proceed. The cool- 
ing process is maintained and extend- 
ed, and the result presents itself in the 
freezing of the water. Mr Leslie has 
lately announced, ih^Ltporphi/ritic trap, 
reduced to powder, possesses the pro- 
perties of absorbing water, though not 
to the same extent as sulphuric acid, 
and that, by increasing the quantity, 
it can be applied with equal success in 
this beautiful and useful experiment. 
The rock whi(^h the Professor employ- 
ed was obtained from the Calton-lwll 
at Edinburgh, where it was exposed 
to view by tfce forming of a public 
walk. He first perceived its power 
by its influence on his hygrometer. 
The rock, after being pounded and 
roasted, was put int^ a saucer about 
seven inches wide, and a shallow cup, 
of porous earthen-ware, three inches 
in diameter, was placed at the height 
of h^^lf an inch above it, and the whole 
covered with a low receiver. On ex- 
hausting the air from this receiver till 
the gage stood at two tenths of an 
inch, the water, in a very few minutes, 
was converted into a cake of ice. This 
powdered rock absorbs the 50th part 
of its weight of moisture before its ab- 
sorbing power is diminished one half, 
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and the 25th part, before it ia reduced 
to one fourth. When completely sa- 
turated with humidity, it holds nearly 
a,fifth part of its whole weight. Since, 
^ therefore, the quantity of heat ab- 
stracted by the process of evaporation 
is adequate to the congelation of about 
eight times an equal Quantity of wa- 
to that which is evaporated, the 
dry pulverized green- stone, or garden 
*’ mould, is capable of frdbzing more 
than the sixth part of its weight of 
' water ; a larger proportion, however, 
ought to be employed, to secure suc- 
cess, and promote expedition. 
contents of two quart-decanters, for 
.instance, poured into a saucer of a foot 
diameter, may be employed to freeze 
half, or three quarters of a pound of 
water in a hemispherical cup of porous 
earthen*ware. After each process, it 
.should be dried again, and kept accu- 
rately stopped up from the influence 
of the atmosphere. In hot countries 
exposure to the sun will be sufficient 
to dry it. Ice may therefore be pro- 
cured at sea, or in tropical climates, 
with very little trouble, and no sort of 
risk or inconvenience. Failures have 
been complained of in the attempts 
made to repeat Mr JLieslie's experi- 
ments, These have arisen either from 
the imperfection of the air-pump, or 
some deviation from •the directions 
which he has given. We find, forex- 
ample, in some foreign woiks, a direc- 
tion that the dish of water should be 
at a considerably distance from the ab- 
sorbing surface of sulphuric acid ; no 
doubt, under the idea that the cold is 
likely to be best maintained when the 
cooling body is placed at a distance 
from that which is heated by the ab- 
sorption and condensation of the mois- 
ture. A larger and longer receiver is 
. thus employed. But it is when the 
water is placed near to the sulphuric 
acid, or absorbing earth, and when the 
receiver is quite low, that the experi- 
n>ent succeeds best. 


In some further experiments, the 
Professor found that parched oat-meal 
possesses a still greater power of ab- 
sorbing humidity than the trap-rock. 
With a body of this substance, a foot 
in diameter, and rather more than one 
inch deep, he has frozen a pound and 
a cjuarter of water, contained in a he- 
mispherical porous cup ; and the ab- 
sorption is capable of containing the 
state of congelation for a considerable 
time. When this experiment was re- 
versed, and the surface of the water 
double that of the meal, the latter sub- 
stance acquired an additional heat of 
50 degrees of Fahrenheit. The power 
of oat-meal, in this particular, has been 
long employed by the farmers in this 
country in curing hams, by immersing 
them for a length of time in a repo- 
sitory of oat-meal. The superfluous 
moisture was thus removed from the 
muscular fibre, and the curing was ac- 
complished, although, from a total ig- 
norance of the principle, it was not 
employed systematically, nor the most 
advantageous methods understood.— 
Greater delicacy is required in the ap- 
plication of heat to oat-meal, for dry- 
ing it, than to trap-rock, as the latter 
is not liable to be burnt by a hasty 
and excessive heat, as is the case with 
a vegetable matter* For this reason, 
many may still prefer the trap-rock, 
though the quantity of it required to 
produce a definite effect is larger. In 
cases in which the lightness of the ma- 
terials employed may be considered as 
an object, as in travelling, perhaps 
one of the best substances would be 
trap-rock, imbued with muriate of 
lime. This salt is well known to have 
a powerful attraction for moisture, but 
is rendered inconvenient when sepa- 
rately used, from the circumstance of 
requiring a high heat to reduce it to 
a solid state, and the great care re- 
quired to stir it during its consolida- 
tion, that it may not run into a bard 
compact mass, which in this state at- 
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tracts humidity very feebly, and has 
a toughness which prevents it from 
being pulverised. This disadvantage 
will be obviated by having it diffused 
through powdered rock, where it will 
form an extensive surface, by adhe- 
ring to all the particles of the powder. 
For the purpose of preserving this or 
any other hygrometric substance from 
the atmospheric humidity, the impro» 
ved apparatus mentioned in the next 
article will be found very effectual. 


PRESERVATION OF VOLATILE AND DE- 
LIQUESCENT SUBSTANCES. 

Much disadvantage has been experi- 
enced from the imperfection of the ap- 
pWatus employed for the purposes ex- 
pressed in our title. Volatile acids es- 
cape from the best stoppered bottles. 
The case is the same with aether, par- 
ticularly in hot climates; and it is well 
known tomineralogists that the mineral 
called Lomonite cannot be preserved 
entire, because the moisture which it 
imbibes from the air makes it crumble 
into fragments. This inconvenience 
they have been in the habit of obvia- 
ting, by giving it a coating of gum, 
a plan which must disguise the surface. 
It is also known that there are some 
beautiful extraneous fossils of pyrites, 
which, even when inclosed in glass ves- 
sels accurately stopped with sealing 
wax, attract moisture, and are gradu- 
ally destroyed by a process of efflores- 
cence, from the formation of crystals 
of sulphate of iron. An apparatus has 
therefore been proposed by I)r Dewar, 
in Dr Thomson's Annals of Philoso- 
phy, which is suiEciently simple, and 
the principle accurate. This consists 
of a bottle made with a deep circular 
rim round its shoulder, not rising quite 
80 high as the mouth of the bottle. In 
the cavity formed by this rim, a quan- 
tity of mercury is coutaiaed, and an 


inverted glass cup, or tumbler, the 
mouth of which is adapted to the ca- 
vity, is immersed in the mercury, co- 
vering thus the neck and stopper of 
the bottle. The bottom of the invert- 
ed cup is loaded to sink it to a proper 
depth in the mercury, and to keep it 
steady. This^'apparatus may- be ren- 
dered carriageable by a circle of cork 
passing between the inverted cup and 
the contairfing rim, and a piece of lea- 
ther or bladder tied over the whole. 

Among the various uses to which 
this apparatus is applicable, is that of 
preserving the muriate of lime, or soil 
which powerfully attracts humidity ; 
substances which, from their ch-anli- 
ness, are preferable to sulphuric acid, 
for the formation of ice, by the pro- 
cess invented by Professor Leslie. 


THE OXY-HYDUOGEN BLOW- PIPE. 

In the hands of the chemist and 
practical mineralogist, the blow-pipe 
is an instrument of primary import- 
ance, the value of which, as arising 
from the extent of its application, has 
only,, in recent times, been fully appre- 
ciated. Ill the examination of ores and 
minerals, it supersedes many of the 
toilsome and repulsive operations of 
the furnace. Ib is an instrument which 
requires no preparation, and the che- 
mist can operate with it on a small 
specimen, and can, in a few minutes, 
obtain a result as precise and satibfac- 
tory as was formerly afforded by a pro- 
cess of several hours. The flame of the 
bloW'pipe was always known to be of 
an intense temperature, though limited 
to a minute space, and substances which 
could -not be melted by it were pro- 
nounced infusible. The forms of this 
instrument, and the improvements 
which it has undergone, in order to 
adapt it to convenience, are numerous. 
But it was reserved for these two last 
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years, to bring it to a state of incom- 
parably greater perfection, and to in- 
crease its power in an incalculable de- 

A very convenient apparatus for pro- 
ducing a jet of elastic fluid was first sug- 
gestedby Mr Brookes, The instrument 
was executed, and afterwflrds variously 
improved, by Mr Newman. It consisted 
of* a strong copper vessel, of a paral- 
lelepiped shape, into which the gas 
was forced by a condensing syringe. 
•Its elasticity then made it to issue with 
great force from a narrow orifice, com- 
manded by a slop-cock. A jet of oxy- 
gen could, in this manner, be impelled 
on th» flame of a lamp, forming a much 
more powerful flame than that gene- 
rated by the blowing of atmospheric 
air. Or hydrogen could be emitted 
in the same manner ; or the two could 
.bf^'emitted from separate reservoirs, to 
create an intense heat, by their com- 
bustion at their point of contact. 
Powerful instruments w'ere thus ob- 
tained ; but they have been infinitely 
surpassed by an expedient, the sugges- 
tion of which strikes us not so much 
from any ingenuity in the invention, 
as by the boldness which could con- 
ceive it practicable wil^iout extreme 
dahger. This consists in introducing 
into the reservoir now mentioned, the 
most explosive mixture* of hydrogen 
and oxygen gases, in the same propor- 
tion in which they combine to form 
water, two volumes of hydrogen to 
one of oxygen. *When this mixture, 
in a condensed state, is made to issue 
by a.jiarrow orifice, and the jet igni- 
ted, a flame is produced of a tempe- 
rature much higherj and possessed of 
powers much greater, than any heat 
previously known. But what prevents 
it from communicating the combustion 
tp the interior of the reservoir, and 
creating an explosion which will de- 
stroy the apparatus, and endanger the 
experimenter This accident is obvi- 
ated by various means. The force of 


the jet opposes, in itself, an obstacle 
to the retrograde progress of the flame. 
Its force is greatest at the very orifice 
of the tube. This, while it affords the 
materials of the strong combustion, 
has a cooling power, by which the 
part of the flame nearest to it is cooler 
than its other parts, and it is only at a 
certain distance that the flame exists 
at all. But it was one imperfection of 
this instrument, in its original form, 
that the jet always became weaker the 
longer it contir^ued after one repletion 
of the reservoir. When its force is to 
a certain degree reduced, the flame is 
very apt to extend inward, and pro- 
duce a disastrous explosion. One great 
improvement, therefore, has been given 
to it, that of fixing the condensing sy- 
ringe in such a direction, and with 
such solidity, that the operator can, 
with the one hand, keep up the sup- 
ply of the mixed gases to the reser- 
voir, while, with the other, he conducts 
the experiments at the flame. This 
also enables him to keep up an expe- 
riment for a longer time. Jt ought, 
however, to be accompanied with a 
gage for shewing the degree of the 
condensation in the interior, by the 
compression of a portion of air in a 
glass tube, confined by mercury, that 
a real uniformity may be commanded. 

Another form of the blow-pipe, 
which has been employed by some of 
the Italian philosophers, is to super- 
sede the use both of the metallic re- 
servoir and the condensing syringe, by 
a simple bladder, fitted with a tube and 
stop-cock, and subjected to pressure 
by heavy weights laid on a board. The 
force thus exerted is uniform, till the 
materials are expended, and if an ex- 
plosion should happen, it is attended 
with much less danger. Various ex- 
pedients have been adopted for avert- 
ing the consequent danger, in cases of 
actual explosion ; such as, making the 
side of the reservoir farthest from the 
operator the weakest, that the dircc- 
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tor of it may not imply exposure of 
his safety. Another is, the interposi- 
tion of a strong screen of thick deal 
between the operator and the reser- 
voir, the tube from which the jet pro- 
ceeds, and the handle of the syringe 
being made to pass through holes in 
this screen. A third expedient is to 
employ a reservoir of copper, of great 
thickness, imbedded in a case of thick 
wrought iron, and altogether so strong 
as not t6 give way when the contents 
are inflamed. These vessels are sub- 
jected to proof, before being applied 
lo experimental purposes. 

The most important object, how- 
ever, with regard to security, is to 
construct the instrument in such a 
manner, that the risk of internal com- 
bustion will be altogether obviated, 
'i'his is attempted by various expedi- 
ents. One is to have a small cavity con- 
nected with the orifice, from which the 
mixture issues, which has no gazeous 
connection with the main reservoir, but 
allows the transmission of the gas from 
the latter in successive bubbles, through 
water* or oil. The explosion then will 
not extend farther than the smallest 
cavity, and consequently will be much 
h ss violent, f his plan, however, has 
Mometimes failed, and explosions of the 
w}u)le contents have taken place where 
it was employed. The experimenters 
have not attached the duedegree of im- 
portance to the cor;//V/g influence of the 
liodies intended to arrest the transmis- 
i>it)n ol the exploding flame, otherwise 
tiiey would not have preferred oil to 
water ; and mercury seems not to have 
been thought ot. j'he narrowness of 
the tubes, through which the flame 
passes, is one great point for security, 
))ut it limits the power of the instru- 
ment. Plans have therefore been de- 
vised, to render these two objects com- 
patible : One was to. make tlie gas pass 
through a plurality of parallel tubes of 
very small calibre, on its way to the 
orifice, which is sufficiently large to 


afford an instrument of the greatest 
power. Another to employ fine wire- 
gauze, extended across some part of 
the tube. This is either in a single 
piece, or several are closely applied to 
one another. Through the whole of 
the improvements, however, the cool- 
ing power of the substances is as much 
kept out of view, as if those concern- 
ed had never read Davy’s Researches 
on Flame, '-and had satisfied themselves * 
with loose reports of the ultimate effi- 
cacy of the safety-lamp in arresting itS' 
progress. They recommend a bundle 
of glass-tubes, of narrow bore, for se- 
curity, and even wooden tubes (for ex- 
ample the natural longitudinal pores of 
cane) have been proposed. The su- 
perior efficacy of the best conducting 
metals, for such purposes, has not been 
at all appreciated. This efficacy ought 
undoubtedly to be employed, andmigl;t 
be greatly increased by keeping such 
tubes cold by external applications, 
such as water, snow, or freezing mix- 
tures. If forming a bundle of parallel 
tubes, they should not be in mutual 
contact, but held together at the ends 
by some metallic connection. It would 
not be difficult to make a set of expe- 
riments on th,c elfect of tubes of defi- 
nite materials, various in their calibre 
and their length, and cooled in a cer- 
tain manner. ‘The structure of a blow- 
pipe, absolutely secure from explosion, 
might thus be determined. Probably 
the force of the current of issuing gas, 
as shewn by the pre^psure applied, may 
be overlooked in such experiments, 
and such a form of the blow-pipe fix- 
ed upon as will be secure when that 
pressure is as small as is consistent 
with the keeping up of a flame. Thai 
such a one might be obtained, there is 
every reason to believe. There is a 
discreditable clumsiness in operating 
with an instrument, with which we are 
obliged to use precautions to secure 
our own lives, while we anticipate the 
risk of having our experiments irtter- 
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rupted by the bursting of the appara- 
tus, and the shattering of the windows 
of the laboratory. Some crazy pre- 
terjders to philosophy seem to delight 
in these explosions, as adding eclat to 
their pursuits, but they certainly evince 
a deficiency in the application of phi- 
losophical principles. * 

Jiut though this instrument admits 
of improvement, it has even, in its pre- 
sent state, created a new er% in physi- 
cal science. The effects of it are re- 
ducible to two general heads — the fu- 
sion of substances formerly considered 
as unalterable by heat, and the decorp- 
j)osition of compounds which had pre- 
vioufJy not been decomposed, except 
by the agency of galvanic electricity. 
The experiments have been chiefly 
made by Dr Clarke, Professor of Mi- 
neralogy at Cambridge, whose name, 
ififlsequeutly, has been particularly as- 
sociated with this brilliant groupe of 
Lhscoveries. The most conspicuous 
instances of these two sorts of effects, 
ire the following. 

Gold was volatilized by it, and ex- 
hibited a beautiful halo of a lively rose 
colour. 

Brass-wire burned rapidly. Very 
stout iron-wire was r|ipidly burned 
with brilliant scintillations. Copper- 
wire was rapidly fused, but did not 
burn. Platinum was fiMsed the instant 
It was brought into contact with the 
Ignited gas, and the melted metal ran 
down in drops. The rnctal even caught 
fire, and continue^ to burn witli scintil- 
iations similar to those of iron-wire in 
oxygen-gas. 

Lime was exposed to the blow-pipe, 
Mip^jorted by a spiral piece of platinum 
wile, '^rhe platinum being in this case 
rapidly fused and burned, the lime was 
obtained in a state of evident fusion, 
the upper surface being transparent, 
and the inferior black. The fusion of 
hme was always accompanied by a 
lambent purple flame. 

Magnesia was repeatedly fused into 
light porous glass, or amber-coloured 


globules. There were appearances of 
the reduction of this earth to the me- 
tallic state, for, when mixed with oil, 
it was reduced, by the heat of the 
blow-pipe, to a slag. This immedi- 
ately fell into a white powder, proba- 
bly by reacquiring oxygen. The fu- 
sion of this earth, and also of lime and 
strontites, was accompanied by a pur- 
ple flame, and the appearance of com- 
bustion. 

Barytes was easily fused, exhibiting 
the appearance^f a metallic slag, which 
was again restored to the state of an 
earthy oxide. Strontites was fused 
with greater slowness, and a mass of 
shining metal appeared in the centre, 
which, after being exposed for a few 
minutes to the air, assumed a white 
earthy appearance. During these ex- 
periments, the platinum employed be- 
came tarnished, as if an amalgam had 
been spread over its surface. A cru- 
cible of carburet of iron was subse- 
quently employed, but the appearances 
of the fused masses were the same. 

Silex and alumina, when submitted 
to the blow-pipe, were each fused into 
a yellowish transparent glass. When 
supported by platinum, they commu- 
nicated to it no such tarnished appear- 
ance as in the case of the preceding 
earths, and thus afforded no suspicion 
of the formation of a metallic matter. 

These experiments are extremely in- 
teresting. it had been already disco- 
vered, by means of the voltaic electri- 
city, that lime, barytes, and strontites, 
were compounds of peculiar metals 
with oxygen. The success in de- 
composing magnesia, silica, and alumi- 
na, had been n^ore equivocal. With 
these facts the results of the experi- 
ments with the blow pipe correspond- 
ed ; but that the reduction of any of 
the earths to the metallic state could 
be effected by mere heat, was a fact 
not anticipated. 

Soda and potash, which had been 
so readily decomposed by the voltaic 
battery, and subsequently by the affi- 
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ntties of iron aided by the application 
of a white heat under proper conhne- 
ment, were submitted to the blow- 
pipe, but they were fused and Tolati- 
lized with such rapidity, that they al- 
most instantly disappeared. Would it 
not be practicable to obtain the pure 
metah, sodium and potassium, from 
these alkalis, by making the blow-pipe 
to act on them while surrounded by 
hydrogen or azotic gas. Perhaps the 
reduction would be completed before 
the volatilization coul(^^ be produced. 
Many interesting experiments might, 
at any rate, be made, by precluding, 
in this manner, all subsequent combus- 
tion. 

Some of the most refractory native 
compounds were submitted to the same 
powerful agent. 

Rock crystal and common quartz 
were both fused. They lost nothing 
of their transparency, but were full of 
bubbles. 

Noble opal, flint, and chalcedony, 
were perfectly fused into a white ena- 
mel — Egyptian jasper into a greenish 
glass. 

A fine dodecahedral crystal of blue 
sapphire, exhibited, during fusion, the 
singular appearance of greenish glass 
balloons swelling out in grotesque 
forms, which remained fixed when the 
mineral became cool. 

Topaz, cymopliane, pycnite, anda- 
hisite, cyanite, and wavellitc, formed 
each a white enamel. 

Talc, of the purest foliated varieties, 
was fused into a greenish glass. 

The American hydrate of magnesia 
was peculiarly difficult of fusion ; but 
by the utmost intensity of the heat it 
was fused into an opake enamel, in- 
vested with a thin layer of limpid 
glass. 

Common chalk was fused into a 
yellowish grey enamel. By Continu- 
ing the heat, a clear pearly glass was 
obtained, resembling thesiheious pearl 
of Tuscany. 


Plumbago was fused into a magne- 
tic bead. 

Grey oxide of manganese, after be- 
ing exposed to a powerful heat in a 
crucible, to drive off the water, and 
prevent decrepitation before the blow- 
pipe, was fused with great ease into a 
metallic slag,* which admitted the ac- 
tion of the fire, and exhibited a shining 
metallic surface with the lustre of iron, 
but somexthat darker. 

The metalloidal crystallized oxide 
of manganese, which is free from iron, 
was instantly reduced to a brilliant 
metal, rather whiter than iron. 

The black oxide of cobalt was re- 
duced to a silvery white metal, pcssess- 
ed of ductility. 

The dark oxide of uranium was re- 
duced to a metal resembling steel. 

The siliciferous oxide of cerium was 
reduced to a metal, which, on cooling;,, 
crystallized on the surface. When 
filed, it exhibited a bright metallic lus- 
tre, and preserved its metallic form un- 
altered by the action of the atmosphere. 

Some of the most difficult and in- 
teresting of the experiments were re- 
peated, particularly those on barytes 
and strontites. The pure barytic earth 
in a pulverize/1 state, was made up in- 
to a paste with lamp-oil, which, by its 
carbon, aided the reduction of the 
earthy oxide, *and the barium^ or pure 
metal, was evolved. This, in its pu- 
rest state, was fully brighter than sil- 
ver, though soon restored to the state 
of an oxide, (that i?^ the original ba- 
rytic earth,) by exposure to the atmo- 
sphere. This metal has not a .great 
specific gravity in proportion to the 
weight of the earth ; and hence some 
fastidious literary critics pronounce it 
quite barbarous to retain the name 
of barium, on the same principle 
that oxygen, or the acidifying matter, 
ought to have been deprived of this 
Lavoisierian name the moment it was 
found to be also an alkalizing materi- 
al, not considering that very good 
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names are often the result of accident ; 
aud that it is by no means necessary 
that the name should express the na- 
ture, or even the most leading proper- 
ty, of a body. It is enough if it ex- 
presses some feature of its history 
which was once remarkable. Bari- 
um is not a heavy metal f but it is the 
matal of barytes, or the heavy earth : 
artd a correct taste will not imperious- 
ly demand, in this instance? a change 
of nomenclature. The name plato- 
iiium has been proposed for it. Per- 
haps some will startle at this term, 
as threatening us with a vocabulary, 
which reminds us of that of the old 
alchymists. 

One of the most interesting results 
is the reduction of boron to the me- 
tallic state. Boron is a substance of 
an olive colour, obtained from the bo- 
rffific acid, and of which, in union with 
oxygen, that acid consists. Boron 
was considered in the same light with 
phosphorus and sulphur, as a simple 
combustible ; but it now appears to be 
an oxide, as a metallic globule was ob- 
tained from it by the blow-pipe. 

The fusion of wood tin ore, found 
in the veins passing through granite in 
Cornwall, is considered^as a result of 
some importance in geology, proving, 
in opposition to the Huttonians, that 
the granite rocks had never been in a 
state of igneous fusion. 

One effect of this improved instru- 
ment on chemical mineralogy has been, 
to banish from if, the distinction of 
bodies into the fusible and infusible. 
The -most refractory have been fused 
by it. The only remaining exception 
is charcoal,— and glimpses of evidence 
have been afforded by some experi- 
ments, that this substance also may be 
fused. 

. Several interesting alloys were form- 
ed by this instrument, some of which 
Will probably be turned to account in 
the arts. 

Many of Dr Clarke's most intercst- 
ii*g experiments were repeated in Lon- 


don by eminent men without success ; 
and a susj^icion arose of some over- 
sight on the part of this gentleman, in 
estimating the changes produced. On 
the other hand, these experiments, as 
performed by him, were witnessed by 
respectable observers. Their results 
have been confirmed by the ample tes- 
timony of the scientific men of Cam- 
bridge, and by the repetition of the 
same experiments in the hands of Dr 
Trail of Liverpool and others. ’ 

Accidentalimpuritiesinthegasesem- 
ployed, eran accidental defect of adjust- 
ment of the one gas to the other, will 
disappoint any experimenter wishing to 
obtain the most difficult of the results 
of Dr Clarke. The hydrogen should 
always be obtained from the decompo- 
sition of water by zinc and sulphuric 
acid, and the oxygen from the hyper- 
oxymuriate (or chlorate) of potash— 
that obtained from other sources be- 
ing contaminated. When the expe- 
riments fail, it very often happens that 
success may be obtained by adding to 
the gas employed a small quantity of 
hydrogen. The bore of the tube from 
which the gas issues, requires atten- 
tion. Dr Clarke, on one occasion of 
failure, found that he was employing 
a tube of an inch in diameter, in- 
stead of these minute sizes not 
being easily distinguished by the eye. 

We have only mentioned a few of 
the numerous results which this instru- 
ment has afforded. We anticipate the 
application of important improvements 
both for perfecting its security, and 
for extending its power. For this last 
purpose, we would suggest the expe- 
dient of combining the blow-pipe with 
the burning-glass, by inflaming the 
mixed gases in the space occupied by 
the concentrated solar rays. 

SECURITY OP steam-boats. 

Mechanical science never appears in 
so imposing an attitude, when it il- 
luminates and guides those operations 
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which are conducted on a large scale ; 
and, at the same time, involve a com- 
plication of principles, and call for in- 
genuity in the contrivance of practical 
expedients. On this account, naval 
architecture forms one of the most in- 
teresting branches of practical mecha- 
nics ; and, for the same reason, the 
steam-engine has super-eminent claims 
to our admiring attention. 'J’he ap- 
plication of steam to the impelling of 
boats and vessels, has, of late years, 
created a new era in the navigation of 
rivers, and in coasting. The facilities 
of local communication which have 
thus been procured, have been duly 
prized, and amply employed by the 
public. This art has received many 
successive improvements, and is un- 
doubtedly susceptible of many more. 
But it has given much uneasiness to 
find, that steam navigation has been 
occasionally liable to accidents of a 
most dreadful nature, from the explo- 
sion of the boiler. It has therefore 
been justly reckoned a matter of the 
highest importance, to inquire into the 
causes of these accidents, and the means 
of future security. And, in order that 
the public might not in this instance 
be dependent on the characters of in- 
dividuals, it has called for the interfe- 
rence of the legislature. We have, 
therefore, the pleasure of noticing the 
lieport of the Select Committee ^ ike 
Home of Commons, appointed to coiu 
sider of the means of ' preventing the 
mischief of explosion Jrom happening 
on hoard steani-hoats. This Report 
chiefly consists of the information ob- 
tained by the examination of the most 
intelligent and experienced engineers. 
In the course of the evidence given, 
some highly interesting ^tter was con- 
tained, throwing a light on the present 
state of improvement of steam-engines 
in general, a subject on which we have 
nowhere any comprehensive disserta- 
tion, but wh^t is now in a great mea- 
sure antiquated. In the preamble of 


this Report, after noticing the great 
advantages arising from the application 
of steam, it is added, Such consider- 
ations have rendered your committee 
still more averse, than when they en- 
tered on the inquiry, to propose to the 
House the adoption of any legislative 
measure by which the science and in- 
genuity of our artists might even ap- 
pear to be fettered or discouragt*d. 
But thcy'*apprehcnd that a considera- 
tion of what is due to public safety 
has, on several occasions, establisheu* 
the principle, that where that safety 
n?ay be endangered by ignorance, ava- 
rice, or inattention, against which in« 
clividuals are unable, either from w^ant 
of knowledge, or of the power, to pro- 
tect themselves, it becomes the duty 
of Parliament to interpose. In ill us 
tration of this principle, many iiistancec 
might be given; the enactments fc-., 
pccting party-walls in building, llic 
qualification of phyticians, pilots, occ. 
the regulations Respecting stage-coach 
es, &c. seem all to be grounded upon 
it. And your committee are of opi- 
nion, that its operation may, with at 
least equal propriety, be extended to 
the present case, on account of the dis- 
astrous consequences likely to ensue 
from the explosion of the boiler of a 
steam-engine in a passage-vessel ; and 
that the causes by w'hich such acci- 
dents have generally been produced, 
have neither been discoverable by the 
skill, nor controllable by the power of 
the passengers, evep when they have 
been open to observation. Your com- 
mittee find it to be the universal opi- 
nion of all persons conversant in such 
subjects, that steam-engines of some 
construction may be applied with per- 
fect security, even to passage-vessels ; 
and they generally agree, though with 
some exceptions, that those called high 
pressure engines may be safely used, 
with the precaution of well construct- 
ed boilers, and properly adapted safety- 
valves ; and further, a great majority 
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I of opinions lean to boilers of wrought 
fe iron, or metal_, in preference to cast 
I iron." The explosion in the steam- 
I pacjcet at Norwich, is stated to have 
\ been occasioned by the improper con- 
struction and materials of the boiler, 
and the over-loading of the safety- 
valve. Similar explosions have arisen 
fro^n similar causes. The means of 
preventing them are stated to be easy, 
and those recommended arefromprised 
in the following regulations : 

• That all steam-packets carrying 
passengers for hire, should be register- 
ed at the port nearest to the place fronj, 
or to which they proceed. 

. “ That all boilers belonging to the 
engines by which such vessels shall 
be worked, should be composed of 
wrought iron, or copper. 

That every boiler on board such 
.si^sC^am- packet should, previous to the 
packet being used for the conveyance 
of passengers, be submitted to the in- 
spection of a skilful engineer, or other 
person conversant with the subject, who 
should ascertain, by trial, the strength 
of such boiler, and should certify his 
opinion of its sufficient strength, and 
of the security with which it might be 
employed to the extent proposed. 

That every such boiler should be 
provided with two sufficient safety- 
valves, one of which sho«ld be inacces- 
sible to the engine-man, and the other 
accessible, both to him and to the per- 
sons on board the packet. 

That the injector shall examine 
such safety-valves, and shall certify 
what is the pressure at which such 
safety-valves shall open, which pres- 
sure shall not exceed one-third of that 
by which the boiler has been proved, 
nor one- sixth of that which, by calcu- 
lation, it shall be reckoned able to sus- 
tjiin. 

That a penalty shall be inflicted 
on any person placing additional weight 
on either of the valves.^* 

The chairman was directed to move 


the House, that leave be given to bring 
in a bill for enforcing the necessary re- 
gulations. 

To shew that these results were not 
matters of mere opinion, but founded 
on minute attention to facts, we here 
subjoin some particulars which appear- 
ed on the evidence. 

The preference given to wrought 
iron, or copper, is founded partly on 
their greater strength, when compared 
to cast iron of the same thickness, and 
partly on their <lifFerent ways of yield- 
ing to a pressure from within, whicli 
they are not able to bear. When a 
cast-iron boiler is exploded, it breaks 
into numerous fragments, which, like 
those of a bomb-shell, spread destruc- 
tion on all sides. A boiler of tliesc 
more ductile metals very often merely 
rends at the weakest part, and the is- 
suing of the steam at the rent prevents 
all farther injury. This, however, may 
take place with great suddenness, and 
the steam may scald those who are ex- 
posed to it, and thus either kill them, 
or inflict the utmost misery. Nor are 
they altogether exempt from flying in 
pieces by a pressure from within ; at 
least, they are liable to be separated 
into two parts, one or both of whicli 
may be carried to a great distance, and 
with irresistible force. This has been 
the nature of some of the accidents 
which have occurred. One of the most 
faulty constructions is that in which 
one part of the boiler is of wrought, 
and the rest of cast iron. A long cy- 
lindrical boiler of wrought iron, for ex- 
ample, has had flat circular ends of cast 
iron adapted to it. These two materials 
being differently expanded by the same 
heat, the boiler receives a strain by 
the effort at disjunction, occasioned by 
the one not yielding to the expanding 
force of the other which is united to 
it. It is to be hoped, that no more of 
this construction will be made. When 
very strong and large boilers arc re- 
quired, there is a difficulty in construct- 
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ing them so as to be rendered steam- 
tight. It is not easy to keep the pieces 
up to the requisite heat while they are 
joined. They are made to overlap, 
and are connected by numerous iron 
rivets ; these being put in hot, con- 
tract during the operation of riveting, 
and no longer fill the hole through 
which they have been driven. The 
holes thus made likewise weaken the 
plates of iron ; and sometimes they are 
so close together, that this becomes 
their weakest part. <Thc best form 
of a boiler, is that of a cylinder, with 
hemispherical ends. Copper is on one 
account preferable to wrought iron, 
that it is leas liable td waste and lose 
its requisite strength by oxidation. 
Cast iron, notwithstanding the disad- 
vantages which have been mentioned, 
admits of being formed into boilers of 
such thickness, and so small diameter, 
as to be secured against the risk of ex- 
plosion. Such are those of Wolff's 
engines, which are generally used in 
the Cornish mines, and have never been 
known to explode, but probably re- 
quire too great a weight for the pur- 
poses of navigation. One disadvantage 
of the cast iron is the uncertainty of 
its thorough solidity, as during the fu- 
sion it is liable to have cavities formed 
by the expansion of volatile matters, 
which do not escape before cooling. In 
breaking up pieces of melted iron of 
this kind, unexpected large cavities 
have been found. Hence, the strength 
of cast iron cannot be inferred with any 
accuracy from its apparent thickness. 
It can only be ascertained by being put 
to. the proof, and for all boilers this is 
requisite. 

The proof consists of first filling the 
boiler with water, and then loading the 
safety-valve to any point required ; then 
injecting the water by a forcing pump, 
till the safety-valve, with the additional 
weight upon it, is raised. It is owing 
to the gradual deterioration, and weak- 
ening of the boiler by the heat and 


moisture, that the precaution of pro- 
ving it every six months is required. 
It is desirable that this operation should 
be even more frequent, as the rapi^iity 
of the deteriorating process cannot be 
predicted. The operation of proving 
IS conducted without any sort of risk, 
as the bursting of a vessel from the 
pressure of water is not attended \)(ith 
an explosion like that arising from-an 'i 
clastic fiifid, but is a simple separation 
at the weakest part. 

One cause of explosion that ma^ 
occur in the high-pressure engines is, 
V^hen the whole water of the boiler has 
been expended, and the bottom of it 
heated intensely. A fresh quar^tityof 
water now admitted, may generate a 
volume of steam of such extent, and 
with such suddenness, that the boiler 
flics in pieces with the utmost violence 
An ingenious contrivance proposeb'V'r, 
obviating this occurrence is, to have 
one or two holes in the bottom rivet- 
ted with lead. When the water is re- 
moved, and the temperature subse- 
quently raised, the lead is melted, the 
steam passes out at the holes and ex- 
tinguishes the fire, and all danger is 
prevented. 

But the mpst frequent cause of ex- 
plosion is the mismanagement of the 
safety-valves. These have been too 
frequently under the entire care of per- 
sons unfit for such a charge, wlio have 
thoughtlessly either fia^ed the valves 
immoveably, or loaded them with a 
much greater weight than the boiler 
could withstand, from the mere vanity 
of making their engine movewith great- 
er power, and thus increase the veloci- 
ty of the motion of the boat. The 
weight is sometimes placed on a lever, 
on the principle of the steelyard ; and 
having, by a motion of the boat, or by 
some other accident, slipped to a great- 
er distance from the fulcrum without 
being observed, has given occasion to 
one of these melancholy catastrophes. 
Ou this account, it is an object to tvilh- 
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hold this power from any servant, 
which is very well accomplished by 
means of an additional safety valve, to 
which the engine-man has no access, 
and which, though loaded a little more 
than the other is intended to be, is in 
this respect far under the limit of safe- 
ty, as ascertained by proving. The 
v^Jves should be of such a construction 
as never to be obstructed by friction 
or by oxidation. Conical^ones are in 
this respect objectionable. Those which 
■lie flat, on a circular orifice, are to be 
preferred. Another has been contri- 
ved, of a hemispherical form, the convex 
surface of which lies on an orifice pro- 
xided.with a corresponding cavity, and 
the weight is attached to its inferior 
part, so as to hang within the boiler. 
The advantage of this form is, that it 
retains its situation under all varieties 
fnclination to which the apparatus 
is liable from the motions of the boat. 
The valve which is placed out of the 
power of the engine-man, is within an 
iron box, or frame, under a lock, of 
which the proprietor keeps the key. 
Sometimes a chain is attached to it, 
which passes through the box, so that 
any person concerned may, by pulling, 
ascertain whether or not it moves with 
sufficient freedom. 

The engines are often provided with 
a mercurial gage, which shews tlie ex- 
isting pressure under all its variations, 
hy the rising and falling of a column 
of mercury contained in a syphon open 
at both ends, tlu^one being within the 
boiler, and the other without. If 
this column is made an inch in diame- 
ter, and the height of the tube equal 
to that pf the maximum intended pres- 
sure. it will operate as a safety-valve ; 
because, when the pressure rises above 
this limit, the mercury is forced out, 
and the steam follows it, relieving the 
boiler from its pressure. 

It is to be hoped that, by the en- 
actments now contemplated, wc shall 
be -secured from these dismal accidtnls 
VOL. X. I'AKT 1. 


in future. It is of the utmost conse- 
quence that, when they occur, the 
causes of them should be thoroughly 
investigated ; and it is gratifying to 
find, from the evidence, that the zeal of 
several intelligent engineers has led 
them, on different occasions of this 
kind, to repair as volunteers to the 
spot, for the purpose of satisfying 
themselves on the actual causes of 
them. In the constructing of engines, 
and in the management of them on the 
part of the pi^)prietors, so much cha- 
racter is at stake, that we trust the 
safety of steam navigation will now be- 
come infallible. 


GLOGRAPHY OF PLANTS. 

The natural history of plants, though 
a highly attractive study, on account 
of the* utility of many of the species, 
and the beauty and order which pre- 
vail among them all, has on those who 
proceed a certain way in it a discoura- 
ging effect, on account of the vast 
multiplicity of the objects compre- 
hended in it, the slight characteristics 
by which they are otten distinguished, 
and the difficulty of remembering the 
numerous terms which aic subservient 
to description and nomenclature. It 
is therefore a matter of great import- 
ance, for adding facility and interest 
to botanical pursuits, to have land- 
marks on which the mind can rest, 
which will serve to guide the student 
in exploring particular parts, and pre- 
vent him from becoming bewildered. 
Such are many of the natural divisions 
which the constructors of scientific 
systems have pointed out. But the 
science becomes still more interest- 
ing, when these divisions are rendered 
subservient to the elucidation of im- 
portant laws of the physical world, 
which preside over the process of ve- 
getation. Plants vary in their adap- 
tation to circumstances ; the circum- 
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stances formed by diversity of situa- 
tion on the surface of this globe are 
different, and in every situation they 
are definite. The diversities of aspect 
of the vegetable kingdom, as depend- 
ing on localities, are very great, and 
they form subjects of study which 
prove interesting, not merely on their 
own account, but from the association 
which they form with physical science. 
The physical distribution of plants, as 
regulated by diversities of soil, and 
the degrees and variatian of tempera- 
ture and of moisture, is a department 
of botanical study, which not only be- 
comes signally subservient to the arts 
of life in the culture of the garden and 
of the field, but has also the merit of 
giving animation and relief to the task 
of making ourselves acquainted with 
tlie species of plants. This part of 
botany only begins to be cultivated 
with the /.eal which it so justly c!> ims ; 
and it is our duty, in this place, to 
take notice of a conspicuous accession 
which has been made to it by the ce- 
lebrated Humboldt, This philoso- 
pher, along with his travelling com- 
panion Bonpland, explored the botany 
of South America, and they have be- 
gun to publish in a splendid form the 
results of their labours, in a succession 
of fasciculi of figured plants belonging 
to equinoctial America. Two volumes 
of these have appeared, which, though 
they have not the merit of economy, 
l;aye that of novelty and splendour in 
a very high degree. The plants belong 
to species iiot previously known, and 
are figured and coloured in an exqui- 
site manner. It is to the Prolegomena 
accompanying this work, and which 
liave been separately published in Pa- 
ris in the Latin language in 1817, that 
the interest of the scientific botanist is 
most powerfully diiected. 

TJie subject of this elegant little 
work is, the Geographical Distribu- 
tion of Plants. Jt contains a pleasing 
general view of the botanical dibco- 


veries made by Bonpland and himself 
in South America. The species which 
they found, independently of the cryp- 
togamia, amounted to 5500. Of these, 
3000 were altogether unknown to for- 
mer botanists. This great accession 
arose from the novel field which they 
occupied. Former naturalists had con- 
fined their inquiries to the vicinity gf 
the coast. But these two travelled 
11, COO milA in the interior of the con- 
tinent, in woods, in open plains, and 
at every variety of altitude. The num- 
ber of species which have been already 
discovered in equinoctial America by 
European botanists, is conceived to 
amount to 13,000. But, far from Wing 
exhausted, this subject is only newly 
opened, and much remains to be done 
by botanists resident for yeai-s in par- 
ticular fertile districts. The author 
enters into some speculations for esti; 
mating the total number of species, 
and the relative fecundity of difl’erent 
zones in the different continents, from 
data furnished by the partial Floras al- 
ready in our possession. The Flora 
of Iceland amounts to 350 Phenoga- 
mous species ; of Lapland to 500 ; 
of Egypt to 1000 ; of Atlas, in Al- 
giers, to 1600 ; of Germany more 
than 2000 ; of France, Piedmont, Sa- 
voy, and Belgium, 3700 ; that of 
North Amenta contains only 2900. 
But when wc consider the compara- 
tive extent of the latter region, we 
are obliged to conclude, that the dis- 
proportionally small jiumber of its ve- 
getable species is owing to our hitherto 
limited knowledge of the subject. Cer- 
tain causes conspire to render the equi- 
noctial pans of America particularly 
rich. These are chiefly the intense 
heat and abundant moisture in low ai- 
tuations, and the great diversity of 
climate in higher elevations. Another 
interesting circumstance which comes 
under the notice of Humboldt, is the 
absence of gregarious plants. In tem- 
perate count lies, it everywhere hap- 
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pens that large tracts are occupied by 
one, or a very few species, to the ex- 
clusion of others ; as the three species 
of Erica, especially the Vulgaris, in 
our extensive heaths ; the Festuca 
Qvina in our moors and mountains ; 
and the Poa Annua in our rich pas- 
tures. Such an exclujfive occupation 
of the soil seldom occurs in tropical 
regions ; hence, in the latter, the spe- 
cies arc liable to be diversified at every 
step of our progress. 

'J'he number of species now known 
are as follows : — 

Ag.unous Plants, (lOOO 

piieiy)gain()us 1‘lants of I^umpe, 7000 

‘Ditto of the 'reinperite Zmiv in 

Asia, loOO 

Ditto of Dqiiinoetial A<'.ia and its 

Islands, P>00 

Ditto of Ali'iea, dOOO 

J)itto of lVinp(Tate Ainerie.j, (both 

Ileiuis})hores,) ‘1000 

Ditto of Kquinocti.il America, . 13^000 

Ditto of New Holland, uiid Islands 

of the PiKutie, ,7000 


1 . 1,000 

When we consider, that of these 
not more than 1 100 ^^cre known to 
^.he Greek, Roman, and Arabian wri- 
ters, we perceive what an ample field 
Jms been in our days l:vd open by the 
labours of the uaturahst, and are en 
couraged to anticipate a ricli haivest 
of additional discoveries. 

Tlie following geographical grada- 
tion in tlie aspect of tlie vegetable 
kingdoni is observed : 'J'hat Monoco- 
tyledonyis plants, compichending the 
grasle^nd rushes, form in the torrid 
zoncVjjlarly one fifth of the whole ; 
"N^iJ^tempcratc, one-fourth ; and in 
th^frigid, oiie^ third of the Pheno- 
Trfff^ous species. I'hc Palms, llro- 
^ Mu stc, and Canmc, scarcely 

]*as4>'.the tropics. With regard to the 
Agamoiis plants, (/. c, the Crypto- 
gainia of Limj,cu&, vsith the exclu- 


sion of the order of Ferns,) when 
compared with the Phenogamous, 
they equal the latter in their num- 
ber of species in Eapland, Greenland, 
Iceland, and Scotland. In France, 
they are to the latter as 1 : 2, iii the 
torrid .zone, as 1 ; .5. Annual plants 
are almost peculiar to the temperate 
zone- In the polar regions, the seeds 
are generally destroyed by the winter 
cold ; and in the torrid zone, they 
are prevented from springing by the 
luxuriant aiid,hushy character of the 
vegetation v/ith which the soil is pe- 
rennially covered. In projiortioii as 
the mean heat of the climate is dimi- 
nished, the natural orders of Malva- 
ceoE*, Euphorbire, Legurniiioj^x, Com- 
positac, and Rubiacece, are reduced : 
w'hile the orders Juncete Cyperoidca^, 
Gramiiicce, Ericex, Rhododendra, 
Caryophyllcx’, Amentacex, and Coni- 
ferx increase, not in the absolute, but 
ill the relative numbers of their species. 
In the GramiiiLic of Eapland, the 
tribes of Andiopogynex and Pa nice x* 
disappear. Of the Cyperoidex, no spe- 
cies with distichous squainu; is found. 
Among jlowcrs of the order Compo- 
site, the radiatx are very rare. 

Comparing the temperate zones of 
the two continents, we find in Ame- 
rica the Evicex, Rhododcndia, Ameii- 
tacex, Malvacex, and Conifeix, much 
more numcroub in America ; the Um- 
belhfeix, Labiate, Caryophylk x, and 
Crucifenc, much less numerous. Be- 
tween the tropics, the Labiatx and 
Glumacex are diminibhed in tlieir rc- 
Iktioii to the whole IMienogamons spe- 
cies ; the Cruciferx and Umbelhferic 
are almost entirely wanting. Tlic Le- 
guminosx, Malvacex, and Euphor- 
biactiC, are incredibly abundant. New' 
families of unusual aspect here meet 
our viev/ ; as tfie Proteacex, Dios- 
mex, C'asuariiK ce, Oillcniaccx, and 
Calccolarix, which are almost peculiar 
to the .soutticrn lieinispherv!. t)t ninety- 
eight known specie vj of i’ahus, fuity- 
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seven belong to the torrid zone of 
America. In New Holland, only six 
have hitherto been found. Humboldt 
and Bonpland added eighteen or twen- 
ty new species to the former catalogue, 
having found this number either in 
flower or in fruit. On the old conti- 
nent, the Chamserops humilis, or fan- 
leaved palm, extends to 44° N. lati- 
tude. In North America, the Cha- 
mierops Palmetto extends only to 34°, 
where the winter-cold is equal to that 
of 44° in Europe. In the equinoctial 
regions of the New World, the fami- 
lies which exhibit the greatest num- 
ber of species, are the Piperaceae, 
Bignonia?, Urtica:, Terebinthinae, Me- 
lastomiae, Capparides, Passiflorae, So- 
laneae, Boragineae, and Rubiaceae. Of 
the Piper and Peperomia, they ga- 
thered 88 species ; 80 of Solaniim 5 
32 of Psychotria ; 41 of Bignonia ; 
45 of Lobelia ; 47 Baccharides ; 23 
Buddlejae ; 42 Convolvuli ; 41 Lauri ; 
and 19 Tournefortiae, of which more 
than three-fifths were new, Adanson 
had affirmed, that no Umbellatas or 
Cruciferx occur between the tropics. 
But thirty species of the former, and 
nineteen of the latter, were found by 
Bonpland and Humboldt, although 
never in hnv situations, but always at 
considerable elevations, where the mean 
annual temperature was under 58. 

When the number of species is con- 
sidered in relation to that of the gene- 
ra under which they are arranged, we 
find the proportion of genera larger as 
we proceed from the plains of the in- 
tertropical countries towards the Poles* 
or ascend to higher situations. In 
France, tlie Phenogamous species are 
3345, and the genera 0’S3 ; /. c, as 
57 : 10. In Lapland, the species are 
497 » arid the genera 202 ; i. e as 
23: 10. These facts are in themselves 
interesting ; but we cannot follow the 
author in his attempts to establish on 
such data a computation of the num- 
ber of species that the carih produces, 


as it is impossible to anticipate any 
fixed law to be followed in this parti- 
cular, in localities hitherto unexplored. 

The temperate zone in America, 
compared to that of the Old World, 
does not seem to contain a larger num- 
ber of Phenogamous species, but, as 
far as the 50th degree of latitude, it 
excels in the variety and the splendoqr 
of its productions. No where on the 
European continent, at the parallel of 
43 or 45, do we find tall trees bearing 
flowers from 3 to 8 inches in diameter, 
and leaves from 1 to 2 feet in length, 
like those of the Magnolia tripetala, 
and glauca. In the zone where the 
mean annual heat corresponds to»that, 
of Paris and of Berlin, grows the Lirio- 
dendron tulipifera, with a trunk from 
80 to 140 feet high j the Pavia lu- 
tea and Ohioemis, Cornus florida, and 
Rhododendron maximum, the most, 
conspicuous decorations of the kingdom 
of Flora. The Gleditsia Triacanthos, 
bearing a striking similarity of charac- 
ter to the Tropical Acaciae, advances 
as far north as 41^. The Laurels, Pas- 
sion-flowers, Cassiae, Cacti, Schran- 
kiae, Bignoniae, Crotones, Cymbidia, 
and Limodora, reach Virginia and be- 
yond it. , 

In the southern hemisphere, where 
the land is so much less extensive, and 
the surrounding seas contribute to pre- 
serve a greater equality of temperature 
at different seasons of the year, the pro- 
ductions of the intertropical latitudes 
extend nearer to the Pole than in the 
northern. Such are the Arborescent 
Filices, and the Epidendra, remarkable 
for the beauty of their flovi’ers- and 
which grow at a southern latHii^ile of 
46 ^. 

Of the ConiferoB, only two oV tb «\!b 
are found in tropical countries al>mo- 
derate elevations. These belong tv1(th9, 
temperate and the frigid zones. 
Strobuliferac and Galbutiferje prefer . 
northern hemisphere; the Podocarp^ilfe' 
Dacrydium, Araucaria, and Callitris/. 
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are partial to the southern. On the 
mountains of South America, our tra- 
vellers found a new species of Podocar- 
pKS, but none of the genus Pinus, or 
Abies, although, from the isthmus of 
Panama northward, the mountains of 
Mexico, and those of Qanada, are co- 
ja»ped with close forests of pine, con- 
taining the genera Abies, Juniperus, 
Cupressus, and Taxodium, mingled 
with the Pinus. 

The author illustrates, by particular 
enumeration, the observation already 
mentioned, of the comparative paucity 
of gregarious species between the tro- 
pics. In the forests of Orinoco, there 
is no*prevailing species, or even genus, 
from which the localities can derive a 
descriptive appellation. There are 
hardly any gregarious plants in the 
pla^s, except the Rhizophora Man- 
gle, Sesuvium Portulacastrum, Cro- 
ton argenteum, Bambusa Guadna, 
Bougainvillea and Godoya, which 
abound in the delightful groves at the 
sources of the Amazons ; but, as we 
proceed northward, or rise higher in 
the elevated land, the gregarious spe- 
cies become more numerous : Among 
these are the Escallonia Myrtilloides, 
Brathis juniperina, and the different 
species of Molina. 

With regard to the differences of 
actual species which diark the two 
continents, these are greater than has 
hitherto been supposed. Of 2890 
Phenogamous species described in the 
Flora AmericJE Dorealis of Pursh, 385 
are also natives of Europe, — among 

1 76 Glumaceae, 32 Composi- 
ciferae, and 1 8 Caryophylleae, 
lem are undoubtedly import- 
he Old World, and others 
minutely examined, be found 
let species. Some, however, 
illy common to the two Con- 
the Circaea Alpina, Iris Si- 
rex curta, Einnea Borealis, 
lortmanna, Betula nana, Sa- 
ide, Potentilla auserina, So- 


lanum Dulcamara, Polygonum avicu- 
lare. Anemone nemorosa. Arbutus 
uva ursi, Vaccinium religiosum, several 
species of Veronica, Rumex, Epilo- 
bium, Chenopodium, Cerastium, Are- 
naria, and Ranunculus. 

Even the temperate zone of the 
southern hemisphere contains species in 
common with Europe. The Phleum 
Alpinum of Switzerland, is found at 
the Straits of Magellan. Forty-five 
Phenogamous species are common to 
New Holland^nd Europe, one-half of 
which are glumaccous ; these are found 
at a distance of 1500 leagues from those 
parts in which they occur in the north- 
ern hemisphere. They are not found 
even on the highest mountains of the 
torrid zone, so that there is no conti- 
nuity of the two habitats. 

A question has sometimes been con- 
sidered as difficult of solution, whether 
any plants are common to the equi- 
noctial regions of the two continents ? 
With regard to the Agamous species, 
mosses grow which are quite common 
in Europe, as the Fiinaria Hygrome- 
trica, Bryum Serpyllifolium, and some 
others. The woods of Orinoco pro- 
duce the Octoblepharum Albidum of 
Hedwig, which grows also in Africa 
and New Holland. The case is simi- 
lar with many of the lichens. It is 
supposed that the minute seeds of these 
plants arc wafted from one continent to 
another by the winds. Of the Filices, 
very few are common to both regions, 
as the Lycopodium cernuum and Taxi- 
folium, Marsilea quadrifolia, Salvinia 
natans, Aspidium punctulatum, and 
Asplenium monanthemum. 

But the Dicolyledonous division of 
the Phenogamous plants, in the two 
regions, are totally distinct, except 
such as have been imported. A few 
Mgnocolyledonous plants are common 
to both, such as Cyperoidese and Gra- 
mineae. This law of total difference 
in the Dicolyledonous species is similar 
to what is observed to take place in 



278 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. CChai?. 3. 


the animals of the same regions, which, 
as Buffon has pointed out, are totally 
distinct on the two continents. ' The 
law does not apply to the frigid and 
temperate zones, either in tht. animal 
or vegetable kingdom. 

The climate of the New World dif- 
fers remarkably from that of the Old, 
under the same parallel of latitude. 
The medium annual heat decreases 
more in America as the latitude rises 
to the north. It is between 40® and 
45°, that in both continents the de- 
crease is most rapid. In America, the 
mean temperature is generally the 
same with what it is 7° farther north 
in Europe ; but the distribution of the 
temperature between different seasons 
of the year, is very different. In Ame- 
rica, the winters arc colder, and the 
summers warmer. The summer of 
Philadelphia, lat. 40®, is the same a& 
that of Rome, lat. 42®, while the win- 
ter resembles that of Vienna, lat. 48® 
13'. AtQuebec, the summer is warmer 
than at Paris, the winter colder than 
at St Petersburg. In the northern 
parts of the Chinese empire, the sea- 
sons, in this respect, resemble those 
of America, and even exhibit a still 
greater contrast at the two opposite 
seasons. In America, the summers 
are warmer than even under the same 
parallel in Europe. This accounts for 
the extension of the Magnolia, and 
other magnificent trees, so far to the 
north. In studying the geography of 
plants, the mean heat of the whole 
year must be considered as producing 
effects quite different from the mean 
heat of summer. The countries to the 
west of the Alleghany mountains are 
warmer than the eastern provinces— 
hence the same plants extend three or 
four degrees farther north in Louisiana 
and the country of the Ohio — sucl\as 
the .^sculus Flava, Gymnocladus Ca- 
nadensis, Aristolochia Sipho, and Gle- 
ditsia Monosperma. 

It has been generally believed, that 


the tropical regions of Africa and Asia 
are warmer than those of America. 
This has partly arisen from the ob- 
servations having been made in sandy 
deserts in the old continent, from the 
colour of the spirit of wine in the ther- 
mometers used imbibing additional 
heat from the solar ray, and from*lh^»^ 
extremes of heat having been more no- 
ticed than the medium. The tem- 
perature is so much regulated by lo- 
cal circumstances, that it is not easy 
to form an accurate comprehensive 
comparison. So far as 34® of south- 
ern latitude, viz. at the Cape of Good 
Hope, Part Jackson, and Buenos 
Ayres, the mean temperature the' 
same as at an equal distance from the 
equator narthward. From that to 59®, 
the differences between the southern 
and northern hemispheres are greater 
in summer than in winter. It is en-» 
tirely from the greater coldness of the 
S'Ummers that these parts of the south- 
ern world can be pronounced colder 
than the northern. The winters are 
in fact milder. On this account, the 
equinoctial evergreens extend farthest 
into the southern temperate zone. 
There is no doubt, that, when we go 
to a very higk latitude, we find the 
polar ice of the southern world much 
more extensive than that of the north 
pole. Yet It Is equally true, that at 
50® south, the cold is les-s intense than 
in Russia or in Canada. 

That part of the geography of plants 
which is most minutely illustrated, as 
being most closely connected with the 
practical labours of the authors, is a 
tabular view of the localities tl\^e dif- 
ferent zones. Each zone is^^^ided 
into regions, depending on e'V.vatiqn 
above the level of the sea. V 

1. The equatorial zone. TW^x,- 
tends 10® on each side of the eqaitos. 
It is divided into three regionS^^f 
different elevations, and marked by *jlif- 
ferenccs of temperament, — the wa^, 
the temperate, and the cold ; the fiiVt 

r 
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reaching 1800 feet above the sea. — 
Here a perpetual heat prevails ; and, 
where moisture is supplied, there is a 
perpetual vegetation. The fallingleaves 
have their places supplied at all sea- 
sons. The earth abounds with luxu- 
riant arborescent productions, but cx- 
h ibilff none of those flovtery meadows, 
TSnsisting of soft and tender herbs, 
which are the chief ornaments of north- 
ern Europe. The mean Iseat is from 
86® to 78®. The lowest temperature 
which Humboldt observed at Cumana 
was 70®, the highest 91®. The shores 
of the Pacific are kept in perpetual ve- 
getation, principally by the heavy dews. 
Thejimmense forests of Oronoco have 
teen hitherto deemed impenetrable, for 
the intense heat, the huge serpents, al- 
ligators, jaguares, (a kind of tiger,) 
and various dangerous animals by which 
they are inhabited. 

Parts a little higher, as Cumanacoa, 
that fertile valley of New Andalusia, 
at the commencement of the mountain- 
ous country, enjoy an excellent cli- 
mate ; and this district is watered by 
frequent showers. 

We arc furnished with a copious list 
of the vegetable productions by which 
this warm region is characterised. — 
Among which are many Palms and 
Musie. The Cocos Nucifera, or co- 
coa-nut ; also the Swie^enia, or maho- 
gany-tree, Guayaciim, CiE.salpin’a, 
bonplandia Trifoliata, (which aftords 
the bark long known under the name of 
Angustura,)Mirnosie,Acaciic, Psycho- 
lot rile, and many others which become 
interesting by the figures which the 
author hj^is published. 

Tief.cmperate region of the cqua- 
toria^jjfme extends from an elevation 
feet to 6600. Here the cli- 
perpetually genial and saliibri- 
J9RS®uiiiting the beauties of spring and 
mj^mii. The medium annual heat is 
fivfn 72® to 

Jfn this region is situated Cocollar, 

14 


a most healthy mountain of New An- 
dalusia, surrounded by thick and hu- 
mid forests. Caraccas is a woody val- 
ley, which gradually stretches into an 
open plain, abounding with the The- 
obroma Cacao, or chocolate-bean. The 
temperature is mild, but the weather 
seldom clear, the sky being generally 
covered with clouds, which, after sun- 
set, reach the ground. Ibagiie, at the 
bottom of the Andes of Quindii, 
abounding in palms, enjoys one of the 
most serene and delightful climates in 
the world. In Lox a, in Peru, celebrated 
for the most valued species of Cincho- 
na, at an elevation of 6300 feet, the 
climate is pleasant, — the mean tempe- 
rature 66®. 

The plants of this middle region, 
are the arborescent Filices and Cincho- 
nae. Some species of this last genus, 
the lancifolia and ovalifolia, extend to 
situations as high as 10,000 feet. Al- 
so several palms, Psycfiotriae, Peper- 
omiae; Dorstenia, Myristica, and Epi- 
dendrum. 

Above this is situated the cold re- 
gion, including all those more eleva- 
ted parts which are capable of sup- 
porting any smt of vegeration, and ex- 
tending to 11*, 800 feet above the level 
of the sea. The lower part of this re- 
gion is green, with abundant vegeta- 
tion, while the upper is naked and ste- 
rde. 

The lower part is cold — generally 
clear; the winds sharp ; the vales are 
well wooded, and abound in rivulets ; 
the summits of the hills bare and cloud- 
capped. 

In this part is Almagiicr, a city of 
New Granada, on the western sideof the 
Andes, Pasto, and Santa Fe de Bogo- 
ta. Caxamarca, on an elevated plain, 
which is fertile in barley, 8800 feet 
above the sea : The mean tempera- 
ture is 62®. The city of (juito, about 
150 feet higher, where the mean tem- 
perature is 59®, ranging during the 
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day from 63® to 67® — during the night 
from 48® to ,52®, resembling the month 
of May at Paris. 

The middle subdivision of the cold 
region, which commences at an alti- 
tude of 9600, consists of rough soli- 
tudes, called by the Spaniards Pa- 
ramos, exposed to great vicissitudes 
of weather, frequently visited by storms 
of wind, rain, and hail, and moistened 
by the melted snow descending from 
greater heights. Here the immediate 
influence of the sun is generally ob- 
structed by a cloudy sky. The mean 
heat is from 53® to 40®. Even in this 
inhospitable region* are situated some 
large towns, as Micuipampa in Peru, 
near the silver-mines of Hualgayoc, 
where the thermometer at mid-day 
stands at 40®, or from that to 48® — in 
the night, between 31® and 34°. Hu- 
ancavelica, formerly celebrated for its 
mines of cinnabar, at an altitude of 
10,800 feet, has, over the whole year, 
a temperature like that of the month 
of March at Paris. 

The uppermost part of the cold re- 
gion, reaching from a height of 1 1,400 
to 14,760 feet, the limit of perpetual 
snow, exhibits naked rocks, clothed 
with lichen, and here and there some 
scanty grasses. It is scarcely habit- 
able for the cold, and is often render- 
ed impassable by falls of snow. The 
mean annual temperature is from 41® 
to 34®. Even in this region, at a 
height of 12,600 feet, hovels are found 
inhabited through the whole year, and 
surrounded by cattle, mules, and hor- 
ses, which live on the pasture. 

The cold region is that of Oaks, of 
the Wintera, and the Escallonia. The 
Palma quinduensis, Cinchona lancifo- 
lia and Ovalifolia, Rubia nitida^ Vero- 
nica Peruviana, Salvia squalens, Al- 
chemilla aphanoides, Andromeda re- 
ticulata, Lobelia androsacea, Pingui- 
cula calyptrata, Plantago rigida, Aren- 
naria pauci flora. In the neighbour- 
hood of the snowy parts grow the Ri- 
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bes frigidum, and Alchemilla nivalis. 
Many others are enumerated belong- 
ing to genera which are unknown in 
this country. 

2. The author proceeds to give* a 
similar account of the climate and ve- 
getation of the zone lying between 
17° and 21® N. lat. Here, as in the 
equatorial, the warm region reaenVt, 
1800 feet above the sea. The tem- 
perate region, from this to 6600. In 
this the plains on the hills of New Spain 
are extremely fertile in the Cerealia. 
The cold region reaches to 14,000. 

All this part of Mexico is exposed 
to' cold winds from the north, which 
lower its medium temperature^ and 
make it liable to vicissitudes. 

3. The account given of the tem- 
perate zone applies chiefly to those 
parts of the old continent which have 
been scientifically surveyed, viz. Cau- 
casus, the Pyrennees, and the Swiss 
Alps. On Caucasus, the inferior li- 
mit of perpetual snow is 9900 feet 
above the sea ; the upper limit of the 
Rhododendron Caucasicum is 8280 
feet ; that of the Pyrus aucuparia, or 
mountain ash, and Salix caprea, 7500 ; 
of the Betula alba and Azalea ponti- 
ca, 6300 ; of the Cerealia, oats and 
barley, 6120;* of the Piniis silvestris, 
(the Scotch fir,) 5470; of the oak, 
2700. 

On the Pyrennees, the limit of perpe- 
tual snow is at 8400 feet. The upper 
limit of the Pinus uncinata and rubra, at 
7500. The silver fir, at 6000. The yew, 
at 5400. The Norwhy spruce, which 
on the Alps reaches the limit of trees, 
is not found at high elevations in the 
Pyrennees. The Saxifraga w'^pfositi- 
folia,Gentiana acaulis and Ra!;,li^ cuius 
glacialis, grow above the snI V Iji^/K 
Close to this line beneath, ara^.'^und 
the Ranunculus parnassifolius, 
ana verna, Silene acaulis, Draba^y^^- 
lis, and Azalea procumbens. I. 

In the Swiss Alps, the snow lirf]* is 
at 8220 feet. The upper limit of v|ic 
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Salix herbacea, retusa and reticulata, 
at 7620; of the Rhododendron fer- 
rugineum and hirsutum, at 7020 ; of 
the Norway spruce, at 5520 ; of the 
Sc6tch fir and the Larch, at 5220; 
of the white birch, at 44<00 ; of the 
Cerealia, at 3300 ; of the vine, at 1680. 

4 The laws of temperature and ve- 
■gftSfion, as applied to the frigid zone, 
ate remarkably interesting. The dif- 
ference of mean heat, wheik compared 
to temperate countries, is much great- 
er in winter than in summer. The 
winter cold increases much more than 
the summer heat diminishes. The de- 
ciduous trees and herbaceous plan\3 
are nearly the same as at 48®. There 
i*s much less diversity found in the as- 
pect of vegetation when we proceed 
from Paris to the arctic circle and 
beyond it, than in rising from the sea 
shore to the summits of the Andes, 
where, at every season of the year, the 
temperature is so different. At St 
Petersburgh the temperature in July 
is equal to that of August in London. 
At 68J° N. Lat., in the hills of Lap- 
land, at Eiiontckis, the temperature in 
July is equal to that of Edinburgh, 
but this warmth is of shorter duration. 
In equinoctial countries, at high ele- 
vations, there is no day throughout the 
year that can be compared in point of 
temperature to lower l^ing situations. 
The tropical plants kept in hot-houses 
in the south of huropc admit of being 
exposed for a month to the open air, 
but none of them admit of being mo- 
ved from the tropical plains, at any 
time, to the higher regions. Hence 
the numljer of plants which are com- 
tnon lo/ Jie hills and the plains in eqiii- 
nocti||^f:ountrie8, is very small. In 
the number of Phenogamous 
which are common to both si- 
^wfens, is, according to the estimate 
i^£jPccandolle, 500. From this cause 
tr<jKical plants are delicate, and easily 
deltroyed by change of temperature. 
Virile those of the temperate zone on- 


ly suffer a diminution of their vegeta- 
tive vigour by an unfavourable expo- 
sure. 

Lapland is the principal country be- 
longing to the frigid zone which has 
been botanically and philosophically 
surveyed. In that country the infe- 
rior limit of perpetual snow is 3300 
feet above the sea ; the upper limit of 
the Rhododendron laponicum, 2880 ; 
of the white birch, 1680 ; of the Pinus 
silvestris, or Scotch fir, 9J0. Above 
the snow line a^re found the Ranuncu- 
lus glacialis, Saxifraga oppositifolia, 
Silene acaulis. Ranunculus nivalis, 
Saxifraga nivalis, and Draba alpina. 
Between the snow line and the superi- 
or limit of the Rhododendron laponi- 
cum, are found Rumex digynus, (a 
plant common in the Highlands of 
Scotland, )Empetrum nigrum, or crow- 
berry, Pedicularis hirsuta, Andromeda 
tetragona, and hypnoides. The bil- 
berry and common heath, which, in the 
Alps, extend as high as the snow line, 
grow at no higher elevation than 1980 
feet in Lapland. In that country the 
first warm weather of the season of 
vegetation, rouses the plants with in- 
credible celerity, from the long sleep 
of winter. It is found, that in all 
places under the snow-line, the heat 
of the earth is greater than that of the 
sui rounding air. The covering of snow 
prevents the winter cold from penetra- 
ting the soil. This circumstance con- 
tributes to the vegetative process in 
summer. The heat in summer being 
six times greater immediately under 
the snow-line in the frigid zone, than 
it can ever be in equinoctial countries, 
the trees grow within a much shorter 
distance beneath it. This is owing 
chiefly to the length of the days in 
the vicinity of the poles. The weather 
in summer is clear and steady, and 
numberless bees feed on the blossoms 
of the Salix herbacea. The length of 
time that the sun remains above the 
horizon compensates for the greater 



282 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. [Chap. 3. 


obliquitf of bis rays. The earth round 
the inarshy places is dry, and covered 
with the rein- deer lichen, affecting the 
feet of the traveller with a burning 
heat, and inducing a local disease in 
the feet of the rein-deer. 

After these accounts, Humboldt 
gives an enumeration of the plants 
which grow in the neighbourhood of 
the snow-line of each zone. This enu- 
meration is interesting, although we 
cannot here introduce it. Some gene- 
ral observations alone ^can be stated. 
In each zone, the tribes of plants 
which grow in the plains, have some 
congeners in the higher regions. It ap- 
pears somewhat singular, that of two 
species of the same genus, and other- 
wise very similar to one another, the 
one should flourish in the cold moun- 
tains, and the other in the plains, near 
the level of the sea. On the whole, the 
same tribes prevail on the tops of the 
mountains within the tropics, and in 
the cold countries surrounding the pole. 
Towards the snow line of the Andes, 
the Labiatae, Rubiaceae, Malvaceae, and 
Euphorbiacea;,arc almost wanting, and 
the same orders become rare under the 
polar circle. The Ericinae and Gra- 
mineae become more frequent in both 
situations. This law of consentaneity 
is not, however, universal. The Com- 
positae (the class Syngencsia of Lin- 
naeus) abound on the heights of the 
Andes, though they become rare in 
northern climates. When the distance 
between the limit of perpetual snow 
and the upper limit of trees or woody 
plants is compared in the different 
zones, it difl'ers widely, being seven and 
a half times greater in the torrid zone 
than in thefrigid,aiid four times greater 
in the temperate. It farther appears 
that the kinds of trees found in the 
highest situations, in the dillerent 
zones, by no means belong to the same 
tribes. The Amcntacex* and Couiferae 
are the highest in the Caucasus, the 
Alps, and the Pyrennccs. In the An- 


des, the high corresponding situations 
can only maintain shrubs witb coria- 
ceous leaves, such as the Escalloniae, 
Alstoniae, Thibaudiae, Araliae, GuaU 
theriae, and Vacciniae, which can bear 
a nocturnal cold of 29°, without being 
destroyed, while they do not require, 
in the day, a 'higher temperature than 
50° or 53°. Hence they are in flowerp 
and in fruit, at all times of the year. 
The Pines/* and other Coniferae, which 
grow at considerable heights in the 
temperate zone, do not thrive so near- 
the snow line in Lapland, because they 
require summers rather long than warm. 
Hence, the Beech, which does not grow 
80 high on the Alps as the Pines, is 
much above them in Lapland. The di- 
minuiion of heat, as we ascend from 
the level of the eea, is not equally ra- 
pid at all heights. Under the equator, 
it suflers much less diminution beti^een 
3000 and 6000 feet, than within any 
equal interval either above or below. 
Hence the greaf extent of the tempe- 
rate region. This is not owing to the 
form of the Andes ; the extended 
plains on the mountains are at much 
greater heights, about 7000 or 8000 
ujet. 

Humboldt gives a statement of the 
kind of temperature most favourable 
for certain plants, which are import- 
ant in the art*?, as the chocolate plant, 
the indigo plant, the Platano barton, 
which affords a leading article of food 
in South America, the sugar cane, 
the coffee shrub, which is a tropical 
suhalpine plant, the cotton plant, the 
date tree, the orange tree, the olive, 
the chcsniit, and the vine. >*This last 
gives good wine where tliL^}m<*dium 
heat of the year is betweci»?’'^li° and 
50°, being in winter 31°, and’^i sr4- 
mer 66° or 68°. This takes as 

far north as .50° in Europe, b^^^itb 
farther than 40° in America. 

The cerealia, wheat, rye, bar cy, 
and oats, are cultivated advantaget^* us- 
ly, though the mean annual heat should 
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be under 29^, provided that of sum- 
mer is 52® or 53®. Hence barley gives 
good crops in Lapland, wherever the 
medium summer heat is not under 4*7® 
or 48®. This plant and the potatoe,are 
found as far north as 691®, near Lynge, 
in the low plains, and at 68®, near Mu- 
nia'^ha, 600 feet above the level of 
the sea. The alleged celerity of the 
growth of the Cerealia in that coun- 
try, applies to oats and barl?y, but not 
to rye or wheat. 

Mr Wahlemberg has also contri- 
buted much to this new and interest- 
ing branch of botany, by the disser- 
tations which he has published on the 
olimate and vegetation of Lapland, 
of Switzerland, and the Carpathian 
mountains ; and Mess. Engelhardt 
and Parrot, in their Travels on Mount 


Caucasus. But Humboldt has made 
much greater exertions than any other 
to lay down principles of general ap- 
plication. Yet, notwithstanding his 
transcendent merit, it cannot be ex- 
pected that all his results will prove ac- 
curate, when applied to every situa- 
tion. He does not always explain 
the manner in which his data are pro- 
cured, so that his conclusions mav 
sometimes be just, where the reader 
does not find them satisfactory. It is 
by extending the local Floras of coun- 
tries, and of districts, and then com- 
paring them extensively with one an- 
other, that this delightful branch of 
Natural History will be best impro- 
ved, and it offers at present a rich field 
for the labours of the practical and 
scientific botanist. 
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of the Polar Ice, and Plan (f an Expedition to the Pole. 


T H ere is no channel by which modern 
Europeans have more extended both 
their power and their knowledge, than 
by the wide exploration of those dis- 
tant regions of the globe, the very ex- 
istence of which was unknown to an- 
tiquity. For this they are chiefly in- 
debted to the improvement in the art 
of navigation, and to the maritime en- 
terprizes, which this has enabled them 
to undertake. These began by dis- 
closing new worlds, almost equal in 
extent to the old, and profusely co- 
vered with the most brilliant forms of 
wealth. Nor did they cease, till they 
had traced a path across the most vast 
oceans, and surveyed the outline of 
the most remote and inaccessible coasts. 
The circumnavigation of the globe, 
which formed the glory of Drake and 


Magellan, forms now an easy voyage 
for a common trading vessel. Since 
the adventurous career of Cook, the 
general arrangement of the earth^s sur- 
face, and the grand divisions of land 
and sea, may be considered as finally 
fixed. Yet are there not wanting im- 
portant and extensive features, which 
continue still withdrawn from our ob- 
servation. Although the great out- 
lines of Asia and Africa be .pretty ac- 
curately ascertained, there ^ ar • vast 
tracks in the interior of thAe, Conti- 
nents, which mountains, dea^ts, the 
violence of the climate, and thV .^.ead 
of its savage occupants, have 
barred against European appi^acK 
The north still erects her barr^' of 
ice, whose wide circle awfully guards 
the circumpolar regions ; and if it ^yver 
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opens to the adventurous navigator, 
opens perhaps only to shut him in for 
ever. To force these last entrench- 
menjSp within which nature has en- 
closed herself, is the ambition of the 
present age. It cannot indeed hope 
the discovery of unknown worlds and 
golden realms, such as drowned the 
enterprize of the early navigators. Yet 
the expeditions to which it prompts, 
derive still ^a deep interest ^rom the 
grandeur of the objects of nature amid 
Svhich they are carried on, and the 
formidable dangers with which they 
are beset, Britons displayed not highe^ 
courage when, in Egypt or Spain, 
tl\,ey charged the invincible legions of 
France, than when they seek know- 
ledge across the burning sands of 
Africa, and over the steeps and eter- 
nal 8now& of the Himalaya. Nor is 
th^ aspect of nature less terrific in that 
northern world,— 

‘ Where v/intcr holds his unrejoicing court, 
Aud in his airy hall the loud misrule 
Of driving tempest is for ever heard,” 

and where elements are continually 
at work, by which the adventurer 
may be dashed in a monient to pieces. 
The exploratory expeditions which 
have been, and are to be made, possess 
thus a character of peril and adven- 


ture, fully equal to those of the ear- 
liest navigators, and greatly surpassing 
what their successors have for a long 
time encountered. 

It is now a considerable time since> 
whether in the wide career of mari- 
time enterprize, or in the bold pursuit 
of nature into her last recesses, Bri- 
tain has taken the lead of all other 
nations. The names of Cook and of 
Park have eclipsed those of the adven- 
turers, though eminent, sent forth 
from the other# countries of Europe. 
The spirit which produced them seems 
still as active as ever, not only in the 
nation, but more particularly in the 
administration, some members of 
which seem animated with the most 
laudable zeal in this cause. There is, 
therefore, every prospect of farther 
accessions to the glory which Britain 
has already gained in this career. It 
appears advisable, therefore, to devote 
a chapter to the record of what has 
been done in this department, whether 
it be of countries newly discovered, or 
those already known observed with 
greater precision. Even in those which 
have been formerly the most fully ex- 
plored, the narrative of the recent tra- 
veller may enable us to trace the 
changes which time has effected in 
the state of society and civilization. 


AFRICA. 


Among the regions which, from the 
mysteiiou', darkness that surrounds 
them, have excited curiosity and in- 
terest, Africa has long stood pre-emi- 
neii^^ Rumour has conveyed impres- 
sions, perhaps exaggerated, of king- 
^ms in its interior, greatly surpassing 
in wealth and civilization the semi- 
ba^harous regions on its coast. But 
grand subject of curiosity has al- 


ways been the course of its interior 
rivers. The direction which a river, ne- 
ver to be navigated by us, may take 
through savage and unknown regions, 
may be represented as a matter in 
which we are very little concerned. 
But there is in the human mind a laud- 
able desire of completed knowledge, 
which makes it rest uneasily in any 
partial or truncated view of a grand 
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object. The course of the Nile, that 
main object of ancient curiosity, is 
now considered as at least approxi- 
mated. With the moderns, the great 
question has been about the Niger. 
Park indeed settled the long disputed 
question, whether it flowed east or 
west ; but this discovery, which ex- 
hibited it pouring its immense stream 
into the unknown depths of interior 
Africa, not towards any natural or 
usual termination, only deepened the 
mystery in which its course was in- 
volved. Under these circumstances 
was formed the grand double expedi- 
tion, one part of which was destined 
to ascend the Congo, and the other to 
descend the Niger, hopes being enter- 
tained that a meeting would take place 
at some point of the mighty stream of 
the Niger- Congo j for it was upon 
Park’s hypothesis of these two great 
rivers being one, that the plan was 
founded. None, in modern times, has 
been more completely equipped, or 
supplied with more ample means of 
becoming both effectual and useful. 
The command was given to Captain 
Tuckey, an experienced naval officer, 
who had acquired a greater measure 
of information than usually falls to the 
lot of his profession. Along with 
him, for scientific purposes, were Mr 
Smith, an eminent botanist, not unac- 
quainted with geology, and Mr Cranch, 
a self-taught but able zoologist. On 
the 3()th June, the expedition arrived 
off Malemba. The natives gave them 
at first a most cordial reception, be- 
lieving it their object to make up a 
cargo of slaves, of which they assured 
them they had a complete assortneent. 
On being slowly and reluctantly con- 
vinced of the contrary, the chiefs burst 
into furious invectives against the 
crowned heads of Europe, calling our 
own most gracious sovereign the 
Devil,” on account of the stop put to 
l^hc profits derived by th(in -fiom this 
infamous traffic. After sailing a few 


days, they found themselves in the 
deep channel of the Congo, where the 
line of 150 fathoms could not reach 
the bottom. The party felt much dis- 
appointment at the first view of this 
river, which, instead of the stupen- 
dous magnitude they had been taught 
to expect, scarcely presented the ap- 
pearance of a river of the first class. 
Besides its being then at the lowest, 
they do not seem to have made suffi- 
cient allowance for its extraordinary 
depth, which being to them absolute- 
ly unfathomable, rendered it impossi- 
ble to limit the mass of waters which 
it might bear into the ocean. It 
was bordered with immense swamps, 
overgrown with mangrove trees, which 
grow in the very stream ; and a so- 
lemn impression was produced by the 
deep silence and shade of those watery 
forests. They now made for Em- 
bomma, the emporium of the Congo. 
On landing here, a striking incident 
occurred, A negro, who officiated as 
cook's mate, proved to have been a 
prince of the blood, formerly entrust- 
ed to a Liverpool captain, who pro- 
mised to give him an European educa- 
tion ; but, true to his calling, chose 
rather to convey him to St Christo- 
pher’s, and sell him as a slave. A 
rapturous meeting took place between 
the father and son, and the event was 
celebrated as a festival by the whole 
village. Next day their ci devant cook 
appeared in all the pomp of African 
loyalty, with a tarnighed silk-embroid- 
ered coat, silk-sash, and a black glazed 
hat, with an enormous feather. Cap- 
tain Tuckey was now introduced to 
the Chenoo, or sovereign, who pre- 
sented an appearance similar to that 
of Punch in a puppet-show. He wore 
a jacket of crimson-plush, with' huge 
gilt buttons, pink sarsenet stockiffgs, 
red morocco half-boots, and an im- 
mense high crowned hat, embroidered 
with gold. It was found wholly im- 
possible lo convey to this august pei- 
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sonage any idea of the objects of the 
expedition. The terms of science and 
coriosity did not excite in his mind a 
single idea. He could put only two 
questions : “ Are you come to trade?** 
and Are you come to make war ?** 
upon which, during several hours, he 
rung continual changes, Without being 
able to conceive the possibility of a 
third alternative. At length, however, 
he became so far satisfied of their 
PS^aceeW^ntcntions, as to be willing 
"ft least to accept of a large present of 
brandy. 

Captain Tuckey now sailed up the 
river, here bordered by high ridges of 
rpckyc hills, till he approached the 
^ Yellala, or great cataract. Hoping to 
gain information about it, and the 
tracts above, he visited the Chenoo of 
Noki, whom he found seated in savage 
ppmp, the floor covered with lion and 
leopard skins, and dressed in a laced 
red cloak, and a high cap, ornamented 
with the feathers of the heron. It be- 
hoved the chiefs to approach this per- 
sonage with the utmost caution, since 
once to tread on the skins with which 
the floor was strewed, incurred, even 
for the highest, the penalty of slavery. 
The party did not obtam much cour- 
tesy, but succeeded in hiring guides. 
They were all struck with much sur- 
prise at the view of th® Great Cata- 
ract or Yellala, of the magnitude and 
force cf which they had formed very 
exaggerated ideas. Captain Tuckey 
says, that instead, of a new Niagara, 
they saw only a comparative brook 
bubbling over its stony bed;** and Dr 
Smith describes it as a pond of wa- 
ter only, with a fall of a few hundred 
yards. The river here has forced a 
passage between two high hills of na- 
ked granite, huge fragments of which 
still block up the stream, amid which 
the water roars furiously. It appears 
probable that, disappointed as to the 
expected appearance of the cataract, 
they underrated its real magnitude, for 


we cannot attach great probability to 
the hypothesis of part of it finding its 
way by subterraneous channels. Such 
as it was, it rendered it impossible for 
the vessels to ascend higher ; and the 
nature of the country, intersected by 
rugged precipices and deep ravines, 
rendered it impossible to convey the 
boats overland. They were thus ob- 
liged to undertake the land journey, 
which, through so rugged and broken 
a country, without a path or a guide 
on whom they^ould rely, was attend- 
ed with immense labour. The villages, 
of which the principal were Cooloo, 
Inga, and Mavoonda, occurred at great 
intervals, which obliged them often to 
sleep in the open air. At length the 
river began to widen, and they reach- 
ed a point, where all obstacles to the 
navigation ceased, and they were as- 
sured that it continued unobstructed 
for a great way. Just, however, as 
their voyage was beginning to assume 
a properous aspect, the presages b' gan 
to befelt of its fatal termination. Their 
constitutions were sensibly sinking un- 
der the accumulation of fatigue. Mr 
Tudor, a scientific volunteer, was first 
taken ill, and obliged to return down 
the Congo. Mr Cranch and Mr Gal- 
wey, an intelligent friend of Captain 
Tuckey, were soon obliged to follow 
the example. The commander him- 
self, felt the approach of disease, after 
strugglingfor some time against which, ‘ 
and the increasing obstacles to the 
journey, he deternuned to proceed no 
farther. Dr Smith, who was still well, 
expressed deep disappointment at this 
resolution, but he himself became soon 
so ill, that he could with diificulty be 
conveyed down the river. On Cap- 
tain Tuckey*s arrival at the Congo, he 
found Tudor, Cranch, and Galwey al- 
ready dead. Smith soon followed, and 
he himself, though not affected with 
fever, at length sunk under a total ex- 
haustion and depression, both of mind 
and body. Such was the fatal termi- 
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n»tidn of an expedition, which appear* 
ed to offer so fair a promise of import** 
ant and valuable results. 

Although the original object of this 
expedition failed, it was yet the means 
of gaining a much more accurate know- 
ledge, both of the physical and moral 
qualities of this part of Africa than we 
before possessed. From the able Sum- 
mary appended to the Narrative of the 
Voyage, W'e shall extract the passages 
tending to throw the most important 
light upon these partic^ilars. 

The country named Congo, of 
which we find so much written in col- 
lections of Voyages and Travels, ap- 
pears to be an undefined tract of ter- 
ritory, hemmed in between Loango on 
the north, and Angola on the south ; 
but to what extent it stretches inland, 
it would be difficult to determine ; and 
depends most probably on the state of 
war or peace with the contiguous tribes. 
All that seems to be known at present 
is, that the country is partitioned out 
into a multitude of petty states or Che- 
iiooships, held as a kind of fiefs under 
some real or imaginary personage li- 
ving in the interior, nobody knows ex- 
actly where. Captain Tuckey could 
only learn that the paramount sove- 
reign was named lUindtj Congo y and 
resided at a banza named Congo, which 
was six days journey in the interior 
from the Tall Trees, where, by the 
account of the negroes, the Portuguese 
had an establishment, and where there 
were soldiers and white women. This 
place is no doubt the St Salvador of 
the Portuguese. These chiefs have 
improperly been c.’.lled kings ; their 
territories, it would seem, are small in 
extent, the present expedition having 
passed at least six of them in the line 
of the river ; the last is that of Inga, 
beyond which are what they call bush- 
men, or those dreadful cannibals whom 
Andrew Battel, Lopez, Merolla, and 
others, have denominated Jagas, or 
Giagas, * who consider human flesh 


as the most ffelicious food> and gobleU 
of warm blood as the most exquisite 
beverage a calumny, which there is 
every reason to believe has not ,the 
smallest foundation in fact. From the 
character and disposition of the native 
African, it may fairly be doubted 
whether, thrdughout the whole of this 
great continent, a negro cannibal has 
any existence. 

“ That'portion of the Congo terri- 
tory, through which the Zahv- flows 
into the Southern Atlantic, is not very" 
interesting, either in the general ap- 
pearance of its surface, its natural 
products, or the state of society, and 
the condition of its native inhabitants. 
The first is unalterable ; the second ^ 
and third are capable of great exten- 
sion and improvement, by artificial and 
moral cultivation ; but with the excep- 
tion of the river itself, there are ‘pro- 
bably few points between the mouth 
of the Senegal and Cape Negro, on 
that coast, which do not put on a 
more interesting appearance, in a phy- 
sical point of view, than the banks of 
the Zaire. The cluster of mountains, 
though in general not high (the most 
elevated probably not exceeding two 
thousand feet,) are denuded of all ve^ 
gelation, with the exception of a few 
coarse rank grasses ; and the lower 
ranges of bills, having no grand fo- 
rests, as might be expected in such a 
climate, but a few large trees only, 
scattered along their sides and upon 
their summits, the most numerous of 
which are, the Adansonia, Mimosa, 
Bombax, Ficus, and palms of two of 
three species. 

“Between the feet of these hills, how- 
ever, and the margins of the river, the • 
level alluvial banks, which extend from 
the moutli nearly to Embomma^ are 
clothed with a most exuberant vege* 
tation, presenting to the eye one cem- 
tinued forest of tall and majestic tm^t 
clothed with foliage of never-fadiug 
verdure. Numerous islands art Til'S® 
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seen to rise above the aurface of the 
river, some mantled with the thick 
mangrove, mingled with the tall and 
elegant palm, and others covered with 
the Egyptian papyrus, resembling at 
a distance extensive fields of waving 
corn. Perhaps it may be said, that the 
great characteristic feature of the 
banks and islands of the lower part of 
the Zaire is the mangrove, the palm, 
the adansonia and the bombfx, with in- 
patches of papyrus ; and af- 
ter the alluvial flats have ceased, naked 
and precipitous mountains, resting on 
micaceous slate, which, through an ex- 
tent of at least fifty miles, forms the 
tjvo banks of the river ; the only in. 
^terruption to this extended shore of 
slate being a few narrow ravines in 
which the villages of the natives are 
situated, amidst clumps of the wine- 
p^lrri', and small patches of cultivated 
ground. On the summits of the hills, 
also, which Captain Tuckey distin- 
guishes by the name of plateaus, there 
is a sufficiency of soil for the cultiva- 
tion of the ordinary articles of food ; 
and here too, numerous small villages 
occur amidst the bombax, the mimosa, 
the adansonia and the palm ; but the 
soil on the tops and side| is of a hard 
clayey nature, incapable of being work- 
ed in the dry season, but sufficiently 
productive when mellow^ by the hea- 
vy rains, and with the aid of a heated 
atmosphere. 

“ The country however becomes 
greatly improved ^n every respect, be- 
yond the narrows of the river. Hi- 
therto the general characteristic fea- 
tures of the geology of the country 
were mica-slate, quartz, and syenite ; 
but here the rock formation, though 
not entirely, was considerably chan- 
ged ; the granite mountains and hills 
of pebbly quartz having given way to 
clay and ferruginous earth, and the 
nuca-slate to lime-stone. The banks 
of the Zaire are now no longer lined 
ivith continued masses of mica-slate, 
VOL* X* part I. 


but many rocky promontories of mar- 
ble jut into the river, with fertile vales 
between them ; and the reaches of the 
river itself stretching out into broad 
expanded sheets of water, resembling 
so many mountain lakes. The greater 
part of the surface was now fit for cul- 
tivation, and towns or villages follow- 
ed each other in constant succession, 
far beyond the limits of the Congo 
territory. Vegetation was more gene- 
rally diffused, as well a8.more varied ; 
and rills of cle#r water trickled down 
the sides of* the hills, and joined the 
great river. It was just at the com- 
mencement of this improved appear- 
ance of the country, where, from the 
sickly state of the party, and the loss 
of their baggage. Captain Tuckey was 
reluctantly compelled to abandon the 
further prosecution of the objects of 
the expedition : and in some respects 
it was fortunate he did, as had he pro- 
ceeded two or three days longer, the 
whole party must unquestionably have 
perished in the interior of Africa, and 
might perhaps never more have been 
heard of. 

The account which the mission- 
aries have given of the climate, corre^ 
sponds exactly with that which was 
experienced by Captain T iickey. * The 
winter,’ says Carli, ‘ of the kingdom 
of Congo, is the mild spring or autumn 
of Italy ; it is not subject to rains, 
but every morning there falls a dew 
which fertilizes the earth.’ None of 
the party make any complaint of the 
climate ; they speak, on the contrary, 
in their notes and memoranda, of the 
cool, dry,* and refreshing atmosphere, 
especially after the western breezes set 
in, which they usually do an hour or 
two after the sun has passed the me- 
ridian, and continue till midnight ; and 
when calm in the early part of the 
day, the st^n is said so seldom to shine 
out, that for four or five days together^, 
they were unable to get a correct aU 
titudt to ascertain the latitude. 
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w The aiimenlary plants are veiy 
various, and for the most valuable of 
thenif the natives are indebted to the 
Portuguese. The staple products of 
the vegetat>le world consist of manioc 
or cassava, yams, and tnaize or Indian 
corn ; to which may be added sweet 
potatoes, pumpkins, millet of two or 
three species, and calavanses ; they 
have besides cabbages, spinach, pep- 
er, capsicum, the sugar-cane, and to- 
acco. Of fruits they have the plan- 
tain or banana, papaw> oranges, limes, 
and pine-apples. The latter fruit was 
met with by Captain Tuckey grow- 
ing on the open plains near the ex- 
treme point of his journey, and far be- 
yond where any Europeans had advan- 
ced. This fruit, therefore, as well as 
the bananas, the one being from the 
West, the other from the East Indies, 
(or both perhaps from the West,) 
must have been carried up into the in- 
terior by the natives. The only beve- 
rage used by the inhabitants, except 
when they can get European spirits, 
is the juice of the palm-tree, of which 
there are three distinct species. It is 
usually known by the name of palm 
wine, and was considered by the whole 
party as a very pleasant and whole- 
some liquor, having a taste when fresh 
from the tree, not unlike that of sweet- 
ish cyder ; is very excellent for quench- 
ing the thirst, and for keeping the bo- 
dy gently open. When tapped near 
the top, the juice runs copiously out 
during the night, but very little is 
said to exude in the day time. One 
of the species yields a 'juice sweeter 
than the rest, and this being suffered 
to ferment, is said to produce a liquor 
of a very intoxicating quality. The 
trees are remarkably tall, and are as- 
cended by means of a flexible hoop 
which encloses, at the same time, the 
body of the person intending to mount 
aud the stem of the tree, against the 
hitter of which the feet are pressed, 

, the bacit i^sts kgain$t t;he hoop. 


At each step the hoop is moved upr 
ward with the hand, and in this way 
they ascend and descend the highest 
trees with great expedition t sheuld 
the hoop give way, the consequence 
must be fatal. 

They have no want of domestic 
animals to serve them as food, though 
very little care appears to be bestow^ 
ed on them. They consist chiefly" of 
goats, h(%8, fowls, the common and 
Muscovy duck, and pigeons'; '"a* few 
sheep, generally black and white, with 
hair instead of wool. The Chenoo of 
Embomma had obtained from the Por- 
tuguese a few homed cattle, but no 
pains whatever were taken to increase 
the breed. They have no beasts of 
burden of any description. Of wild 
animals the counti^ produces great va- 
riety, but the natives are too indolent 
and inexpert to convert them to any 
useful purpose. They have elephants, 
leopards, lions,bufiFaIoe8, large monkeys 
with black faces, and numerous spe- 
cies of antelopes, with which Africa 
every w^here abounds ; wild hogs, por- 
cupines, hares, and a great variety of 
other quadrupeds, from which an ac- 
tive people would derive important ad- 
vantages. Quinea fowl and red legged 
partridges are also abundant, large, and 
fine ; and wild pigeons, of three or four 
species, very plentiful. 

<< The country appears to be re- 
markably free from teazing and noxi- 
ous insects, excepting bugs and fle^ 
in the huts, and the black ants, which 
erect those singular mushroom-shaped 
habitations, some of which have ^wp 
or three domes, and sometimes occur 
in whole villages. The party suffered 
no annoyance from scorpions, scolo- 
pendras, musquitoes, which are almost 
universally swarming in warm clioiates* 
From the abundance of bees,{an4 tfre 
hills being well clothed with 
Congo might be made a land ^ 

With milk and Jipncy.* ' " ' . .j. 

*,^^None <>f^the„|>an8jaa 





8e*h t55^ “^Re 't>arty:\»%^^ of wjss'^«sti 
tfetft'} tnc fiil-^At ]^f)abfy’ni^^§(c«%ii« 
ing 6ne *htfndTed hut». Etiibotnma, 
Cooioo, arid Inga, are ^ch the re's!- 
dence of “a Chenoo ; the’firat sup- 
posed to consist of about sixty huts, 
eitfclusive of the Chenoois enclosure, 
and about Hve hundred inhabitants ; 
the second, one hundred huts, and from 
five to sik huhdred inhabitants ; and 
the tlM*. b^ng the last in tne line of 
tjitfffver mthin the kingdom of Con^o, 
of sevent^'hiitS,' and three hundred in- 
habitants. The party stationed at this 
banza understood, that the Chenoo 
could coOtmand about two hundred 
fighting men, one hundred of whom 
he can arm with musquets ; and with 
this force he conceives himself to be 
the dread and terror of bis enemies. 
These banzas ate usually placed amidst 
groves of palms and adansonias. 

“ Leaving out the paramount sove- 
reign of Congo, whose existence seems 
to be rather doubtful, the component 
parts of a tribe or society would ap- 
pear to consist of — 1. the Chenoo ; 2, 
the members of his family ; 3. the 
Mafooks ; 4. Foomos ; 5. fishermen, 
coolies and labouring people ; 6. do- 
mestic slaves. • 

“ The title and authority of the Che- 
rioo are hereditary, through the female 
line,'va.8 a precaution to mSke certain of 
the blood-royal in the succession j for 
although the number of the Chcnoo^s 
wives 18 unlimited, none but the off- 
spring of ber whcf is descended from 
royal blood, can inherit ; and in de- 
fault of issue from any such, the off- 
spring of any other princess married to 
^ private person, lays claim to the 
chiefship, and the consequences are 
sttc^h as might be expected ; feuds and 
civil broils arise, which terminate only 
destruction of the weaker part^. 
A Chenoo’s daughter has the privilege 
of chusingber own husband, and the 
8 ^e fixes upon is not at liberty 
tatefuse | but !l is a ^rilous distinc- 


tion wbldhfs thus edfifeited uponbihiy 
as she hiss also the privile|p6 of dispo- 
sing of him into slavery, in the evStit 
of his not answering her expectatibns* 
Aware of his ticklish situation, he is 
sometimes induced to get the start of 
her, and, by the help of some poison- 
ous mixture, with the efficacy of which 
the people of Congo are well acquaint- 
ed, rids himself of nis wife and bis feari 
at the same time. 

** When a Chenoo appears abroad, 
one of his greaf officers carries before 
him his sceptte, or staff of authority, 
which is a small baton of black wood, 
about a foot in length, inlaid with lead 
or copper^ like the worm of a screw, 
and crossed with a second screw, so 
as to form the figures of rhomboids. 
What their native dresses may be 
yond the sphere of communication 
with European slave-dealers, is not 
exactly known ; but little more, pro- 
bably, than an apron of some skin- 
cloth, or grass-matting ; the lion’s skin 
to sit upon, was said to be sacred tb 
the Chenoo, the touching of which hr 
tbe foot of a common person, is death 
or slavery. From the cataract down- 
wards, the ridiculous cast-off dresses Of 
French and Portuguese generals, form 
no part of the native costume of Congo, 
which, with the exception of an apron, 
anklets, bracelets, and necklaces, may 
be presumed to be neither more nor 
less than sheer nakedness. 

•• The members of the Cbcnoo^s fa- 
mily are his councillors, by who&C ad- 
vice he acts in all matters of import- 
ance ; and it is remarkable, that their 
consultations are generally held under 
the boughs of the Jic^ reltgiosa. In 
case of war, the elder# remain behind 
to take bare of the village, while the 
brothei^s, sons, or nearest relations 6f 
the Chenoo, are usually sheeted to fcOn- 
duct, tinder hiifi, their warlikebxpedi- 
tsons. " / \ , 

** Mafooks are tbe Opltactbri 6f 

tlie ibiseniies, which are chktiy drived 
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from trade ; towards the lower part of 
the river, they begin by acting as lin- 
guists or interpreters between the slave 
dealers of the interior, and the Euro- 
pean purchasers ; but, having made a 
fortune, which was frequently the case 
in this once lucrative employment, they 
purchase the rank of Mafook, and from 
that moment are said to be dumb, and 
utterly unable any longer to interpret. 

“ The Foomos are composed of that 
class of the society who have houses 
and lands of their owK, two or three 
wives, and perhaps a slave or two to 
work for them ; they are, in fact, the 
yeomanry of the country. 

“ The fishermen, coolies, and la- 
bouring people, appear to consist of 
those who have no fixed property of 
their ow'n, but act as the labourers and 
peasantry of the country, and are very 
much at the disposal of the Chenoo or 
chief, though not slaves. 

Domestic slaves do not appear to 
be numerous, and are not considered 
as common transferable property, and 
only sold for some great offence, and 
by order of the council, when proved 
guilty. Saleable slaves are those uii- 
happy victims who have been taken 
prisoners in war, or kidnapped in the 
interior by the slave-catchers, for the 
sake of making a profit of them ; or 
such as have had a sentence of death 
commuted into that of foreign slavery. 

The worst feature in the negro 
character, which is a very common one 
among all savage tribes, is the little 
estimation in which the female sex is 
held ; or rather, their esteeming them 
in no other way than as contributing 
to their pleasures and to their sloth. 
Yet, if this was the extent to which 
female degradation was subject, some 
palliation might perhaps be found in 
the peculiar circumstances of the state 
of the society; but the open and bare- 
faced manner in which both wives and 
daughters were offered for hire, from 
the Chenoo or chief, to the private 
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gentleman^ to any and all of th^ 
sons belonging to the expedition,, was 
too disgusting to admit of any excuse. 
Some of the Chenoos had no less than 
fifty wives, or women, and the Ma- 
fooks from ten to twenty, any of which 
they seemed ready to dispose of, for the 
time, to their white visitors ; and the 
women most commonly, as may well 
be supposed, were equally ready to 
offer therrfselves, and greatir offended 
when their offer was not accepted; 
would seem, however, that whether 
they are lent out by their tyrants, or 
on their own accord, the object is sole- 
ly that of obtaining the wages of pros- 
titution : the heart and the possions 
had no share in the transaction. It is, 
just possible, that this facility in trans- 
ferring women to the embraces of stran- 
gers, is confined to those parts of the 
country w’htre they have had commu- 
nication with Europeans, who have en- 
couraged such connexions ; though it 
must be admitted, that, on the present 
occasion, very little difference, in this 
respect, appears to have been observed 
on the part of the women, in places be- 
yond where slave-dealers are in the ha- 
bit of visiting. Captain Tuckey, how- 
ever, says, tl)^t in no one instance, be- 
yond Embomma, did they find the 
men allant en avant in their offer of the 
women; but -the Embomma men said, 
falsely, it is to be hoped, that it was 
only their ignorance, and the little in- : 
tercourse they had with white men, 
that prevented it and that any of 
them would think themselves honour- 
ed by giving up his wife or daughter 
to a white man. 

No such licentious conduct, it 
would seem, is sanctioned among them-’ 
selves 5 where natives are the only par- 
ties concerned, an intrigue with ano- 
ther man’s wife entails slavery on both 
the offenders ; and if the wife of a Che- 
noo should go astray, he inflicts wh^it 
punishment he may think fit on the 
lady, but the paramour must sofftr 
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death. Mr Fitzmaurice atatesj that 
an instance of this kind occurred while 
he was stationed at Embomma. The 
m^n was first carried to Sherwood^ the 
inate of a slave-ship then trading in the 
river, and offered to him for sale | but, 
on being rejected, those who had charge 
of him bound his hands *and feet, and, 
without farther ceremony, threw him 
into the river. 

<< It is a strange incoiftistency of 
feeling, that, in all uncultivated 
^ ‘societies, the weaker sex should be 
doomed to perform the most laborious 
drudgery. In Congo, the cultivati9n 
of the land, and the search after food 
i/I the, woods and oq the plains, fre- 
^ quently the catching of fish, devolve 
wholly on the women ; while the men 
either saunter about, or idle away the 
time in laying at full length on the 
ground, or in stringing beads, or sleep- 
ing in their huts : if employed at all, 
it 18 in weaving their little mats or caps, 
a kind of light work more appropriate 
to the other sex, or in strumming on 
some musical instrument. 

“ Their indolent disposition, how- 
ever, does not prevent them from in- 
dulging an immoderate fondness for 
danc.ng, more especialljjon moonlight 
nights. No feats of activity are dis- 
played in this species of amusement, 
which consists chiefly ip various mo- 
tions of the arms, and gesticulations of 
the body, not altogether the most de- 
cent. The pleasure it affords is an- 
nounced by hearfy peals of laughter. 
They are also fond of singing ; but it 
M only a monotonous drawling of the 
voice, not very well calculated to de- 
light the ears of the auditors. Their 
musical instruments are, a sort of gui- 
tar , or lyre, of the rudest kind, horns, 
chells, and drums ; and sometimes ca- 
labashes, filled with small stones, to 
make a rattling noise. They have songs 
on love, war, hunting, palm wine, and 
» variety of subjects, some of which 
ht?ebf5cn attempted to be written down 


and translated by Captain Tuckey, but 
in 80 imperfect a manner, and so much 
defaced, as not to admit of being made 
out. 

‘‘In all the memoranda of the gen- 
tlemen employed on the expedition, 
the natives of Congo are represented 
as a lively and good-humoured race of 
men, extremely hospitable to strangers, 
and always ready to share their pit- 
tance, sometimes scanty enough, with 
the passing visitor. In one of the notes 
only, they are characterized a-s shrewd, 
cunning, and thievish. Men living in 
a state of society like theirs, have oc- 
casion for all their shrewdness and cun- 
ning ; but, with respect to their thie- 
vish propensity, though common to al- 
most all savage and half-civilized tribes, 
the testimony of Captain Tuckey is 
rather in favour of their honesty. It 
is true, that when returning down the 
river in a sickly and helpless condition, 
and in great haste and anxiety to reach 
the vessels, some trifling advantage was 
taken to pilfer part of their baggage | 
but it is in favour of these people, that, 
considering all the circumstances of the 
distressed situation of the party, they 
were able to bring away with them any 
part of their scattered property. 

“ The stature of the men of Congo 
is that of the middle size ; and their 
features, though nearest to those of 
the negro tribe, are neither so strong- 
ly marked, nor so black as the Afri- 
cans are in general. They are not only 
represented as being more pleasing, but 
also as wearing the appearance of great 
simplicity and innocence. Captain 
T uckey could not discover among the 
people any national physiognomy ; but 
few mulattoes ; and many had the fea- 
tures of southern Europeans. The dis- 
covery, l>y the party, of burnt bones, 
and of human skulls, hanging frpm trees, 
might have led to the injurious idea ojF 
their being addicted to the eating of 
human flesh, had no further in<|uiriet 
been made concerning them ; accounii 
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of cannibalism have l^en inferred by 
travellers on appearances no better 
founded than these ; and it is probable^ 
that the many idle stories repeated by 
the Capuchin and other missionaries to 
Congo, of the Giagas and Anzicas, 
their immediate neighbours, delighting 
in human flesh, may have had no other 
foundation than their fears, worked 
upon by the stories of the neighbour- 
ing tribes, who always take care to re- 
present one another in a bad light, and 
usually fix upon cannibalism as the 
worst. 

Ignorance has always been ac- 
counted the prolific mother of super- 
stition* Those of the negroes of Congo 
would be mere subjects of ridicule, if 
they were harmless to society, which, 
however, is not the case. Every man 
has his fetiche^ and some at least a do- 
zen, being so many tutelary deities, 
against every imaginable evil that may 
befal them. The word is Portuguese, 
feiti^o, and signifies a charm, witch- 
craft, magic, &c. ; and what is remark- 
able enough, it is in universal use among 
all the negro tribes of the Western 
Coast. 

** There is nothing so vile in nature, 
that does not serve for a negro’s fe- 
tiche ; the horn, the hoof, the hair, the 
teeth, and the bones of all manner of 
quadrupeds ; the feathers, beaks, claws, 
skulls, and bones of birds ; the heads 
and skins of snakes ; the shells and fins 
of fishes ; pieces of old iron, copper, 
wood, seeds of plants, and sometimes a 
mixture of all, or most of them, strung 
together. In the choice of a fetiche, 
they consult certain persons whom they 
call fetiche*men, who may be consider- 
ed to form a kind of priesthood, the 
members of wWch preside at the altar 
of superstition. Asa specimen of these 
senseless appendages to the dress and 
the dwelling of every negro, the follow- 
ing represents one which the wearer 
epn^idered as an infallible charm against 
poison i the materials are^ an European 


padlock, in the iron of which they bavp 
contrived to bury a cowrie shell, and 
various other matters, the bill of a bird, 
and the head of a snake ; these are sus- 
pended from a rosary consisting of Ihe 
beans of a species of dolichos^ strung al- 
ternately with the seeds of some other 
plant. Others, with some little varia- 
tion, are considered as protections 
against the effects of thunder and light- 
ning, agaiu't the attacks of the alliga- 
tor, the hippopotamus, snakes, lions, 
tigers, &c. &c. And if it should so- 
happen, as it sometimes does, that, in 
spite of his guardian genius, the wearer 
should perish by the very means against 
which he had adopted it as a precau- 
tion, no blame is ascribed to any negli- 
gence or want of virtue on the part of 
the fetiche, but to some offence given 
to it by the possessor, for which it has 
permitted the punishment. On* this 
account, when a man is about to cotn- 
mit a crime, or do that which his con- 
science tells him he ought not to do, 
he lays aside his fetiche, and covers up 
his deity, that he may not be privy to 
the deed. Some of the persons of the 
expedition shewed to one of the chief 
men a magnet, which he said was very 
bad fetiche for black man ; he was too 
lively, and had too much saveyJ* 

We cannot forbear adding the very 
learned observations of Mr Brown, on 
the botanical character of the Congo 
territory, as compared with that of 
other tropical regions. 

“ The relation which the vegetation 
of the eastern shorts of equinoctial 
Africa has to that of the west coast, 
we have at present no means of deter- 
mining ; for the few plants, chiefly 
from the neighbourhood of Moza^n- 
bique, included in Loureiro’s Flora 
Cochinchinensis, and a very small num- 
ber collected by Mr Salt on the same 
part of the coast, do not afford inate- 
rials for comparison. 

The character of the collections 
of Abyssinian plants, made by Mr Sah 
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ifi 'liia tivira jounieysi forming part of 
3ir Joftfph Banks’s herbanum^ and 
amounting to about 260 species, is 
somewhat extratropical, and has but 
little afiinity to that of the vegetation 
of the west coast of Africa. 

To the Flora of l^ypt, that of 
Congo has still less relation, either in 
the number or proportions of its natu- 
re families : the herbarium, however, 
includes several species wlflch also be* 
long to Egypt, asNymphae alotus, Cy- 
’ perus papyrus and articulatu8,Spheno- 
clea zeylanica, Glinus lotoides, Ethulia 
coiiyzoides, and Grangea maderaspa- 
tana. 

, Of the many remarkable genera 
and orders characterising the vegeta- 
tion of South Africa, no traces are to 
be found in the herbarium from Congo. 
This fact is the more worthy of notice, 
because, even in Abyssinia, a few re- 
mains, if I may so speak, of these cha- 
racteristic tribes, have been met with ; 
as the Protea Abyssinica, observed by 
Bruce, and Pelargonium Abyssinicuro, 
and Geisorrhiza Abyssinica, found by 
Mr Salt, 

Between the plants collected by 
Professor Smith in the island of St 
Jago, and those of thg Congo herba- 
rium, there is very little affinity ; great 
part of the orders and genera being 
different, and not mordthan three spe- 
cie^, of which Cassia occidentalis is one, 
being common to both. To judge 
from this collection of St Jago, it 
would seem that the vegetation of the 
Cape Verd Islands is of a character in- 
termediate between that of the adjoin- 
ing continent and of the Canary Islands, 
of which the Flora haa, of course, still 
less connexion with that of Congo. 

“It might perhaps have been ex- 
pected, that the examination of the vi- 
, cinity of the Congo would have thrown 
some light on the origin, if I may so 
express myself, of the Flora of St He- 
lena. This, however, has not proved 
to be the case ; for neither has a single 


indig<enoua species, nor have any of the 
principal genera, characterising the ve- 
getation of that island, been found ei- 
ther on the banks of the Congo, or on 
any other part of this coast of Africa. 

“ There appears so be some affinity 
between the vegetation of the banks of 
the Congo, and that of Madagascar 
and the Isles of France and Bourbon. 
This affinity, however, consists more 
in a certain degree of resemblance in 
several natural families and extensive 
or remarkable# genera, than in identity 
of species, of which there seems to be 
very few in common. 

“ The Flora of Congo may be com- 
pared with those of equinoctial coun- 
tries still more remote. 

“ With that of India, it agrees not 
only in the proportions of many of its 
principal families, or in what may be 
termed the equinoctial relation, but al- 
so, to a certain degree, in the more ex- 
tensive genera of which several of these 
families consist ; and there are even 
about forty species common to these 
distant regions. 

To the vegetation of equinoctial 
America it has certainly much less affi- 
nity. Several genera, however, which 
have not yet been observed in India or 
New Holland, are common to this part 
of Africa and America : and there are 
upwards of thirty species in the Congo 
herbarium, which are also natives of 
the opposite coasts of Brazil and Gui- 
ana.” 

A fate similarly and equally fatal 
attended the military part of the ex- 
pedition, which, under Major Peddie, 
was destined to descend the Niger. In- 
stead of following the traces of Park, 
and ascending the Gambia, he deter- 
mined upon the route by the Rio 
Nunez, and the country of the Fou- 
lahs, which was shorter, indeed, but 
difficult and unexplored. On reaching 
Kacundy, at the head of the Rio 
Nunez, he was seized with fever, and 
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difed. The ccmmand then devolved on habitants, and the inhuman traffic made 
Captain Campbell, who, on the let of those whom the frequent chance of 
February, set out from Kacundy. By shipwreck on this unknown shore de-* 
this time they had lost so many of livers into their hands. But the chief 
their beasts of burden, that it was ne- interest arises from his meeting with 
cessary to employ, in transporting the Sidi Hamet, an extensive travelling 
baggage, the fine Arabian horsts dc- mercliant, who,, in that capacity, had 
signed for the use of the f'fficers, who visitt d Tombuctoo and other parts of 
proceeded on foot to the great peril iSoudan. The particulars of his jour-i 
of their health. After a painful march neys were taken dowm by Riley from 
of about twelve days, the party ar- his own verbal narrative. He descri* 
rived at Panietta, about 150 miles be- bed Tombuctoo as six times more po- 
yond Kacundy. Althbugh Captain pulous than Mogadore, which would 
Campbell, in commencing his journey, make it contain upwards of 200,000 
had held a communication with the inhabitants. The population appear- 
King of the Foulahs, and obtained ed to him, as it had done to Adams, 
protestations of friendship, the natives to be entirely negro ; and he says, 
were struck with evident alarm when ‘‘ the people of Tombuctoo do not 
they saw so great a body of foreigners fear or worship God like the Moosel- 
about to enter their territory. Under mans, but like the people of Soudan.^* 
variouspretexts the party were detained According to him, there is a ‘separate 
at the frontier for four months, during town, divided off from the other by a 
which they had to struggle with all strong wall, in which Mahometans are 
the hardships of an unhealthy climate, permitted to reside. Like Adams, he 
At length the prevalence of disease, described the ordinary houses as built 
and the exhaustion of all their equip, of earth and reeds, but those of the 
ments and supplies, placed them un- great men as built of stone; that of the 
der the necessity of returning. By king, as large and lofty. There is on- 
this time nearly all their animals were ly a small river in the immediate vici- 
dead, and they were obliged to have nity of the town, whence the inhabi- 
their baggage transported by the na- tants are supfilied with water, and 
tives, a system which exposed them to when it dries up, as it occasionally 
constant vexation, and frequent pillage, does, they are obliged to go to the 
Theyarrived at Kacundy, with the loss great river, situated about an hou;:’8 
of only one man, but in a very ex- ride of a camel to the south, 
hausted state, and Captain Campbell, Besides his journeys to Tombuctoo, 
two days after, sunk under the pres- Sidi Hamet gave an account of an- 
6ure of disease and distress of mind. other, which, if genuine, extends still 

further our knowledge of interior A fri- 
During the present year, a narra- ca. He accompanied thence a cara- 
tive was published, which excited con- van, sent by the King or Shegar, to a 
siderable interest, though .doubts still great city called Wassanab, situated 
exist as to the degree of credit due to far to the east and south. Two hours 
it. It is from the pen of James Ri- ride brought them to the banks of the 
ley, master of the brig Commerce, great river, (Niger), which he calls 
who, in 1815, was wrecked on the Zolibib, (evidently the Joliba of . 
desert coast of Western Africa. He Park), and they followed its course, 
gives the usual description of the dreary For six days its direction continued a 
and desolate character of that vast little to the south-of-east, then a high ' 
plain, of the rude character of the in- mountain turned it more to the south- 
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can. They afterwards left the river, 
but, aftertravellin g fifteen days through 
a rocky and hilly country, again joined 
it. .They now continued their journey 
for thirty-six days, all of which, ex- 
cept six, were along the banks of the 
river, which flowed constantly south- 
east, and at last nearly south. At last 
they came to Wassanah, a great city, 
containing twice the population of 
Tombuctoo, and situated m a highly, 
cultivated country. The river is so 
broad that a man can with difficulty 
be seen on the opposite bank. On 
each side is a ridge of mountains, wi(h 
plains intervening. The city is envi- 
yned’with a very large wall, built of 
•'Stones without cement ; the houses of 
the same materials, roofed with reeds 
and palm leaves. The king was a tall 
young man, called Oleeboo, who re- 
sides in a large and lofty palace, built 
of stone, with a species of cement. He 
was said to a have a hundred and fifty 
wives, and ten thousand slaves ; he rides 
on an elephant, attended by two hun- 
dred guards. The people had boats 
made of large trees hollowed out, hold- 
ing from ten to twenty persons ; and 
the king’s brother told one of Riley’s 
companions, that they v;pre in the ha- 
bit of carrying slaves down the river, 
first south and then west, when they 
came to the great tvaten, where they 
sold ‘them to a pale people, who, by 
the commodities they gave in exchange, 
were evidently li,uropeans. The voy- 
age would occupy three moons. The 
Wassanese, who had been down the 
river, added, that the pale people lived 
in great boats, and had guns, making 
a noise like thunder. The importance 
of this information, if genuine, with a 
view to the great question of the ter- 
mination of the Niger, is sufficiently 
:).bviou3. 

Amid the disastrous result of all the 
preconcerted attempts tocxplore Afri- 
ca, thif year was marked by the un- 


expected opening of a communication 
with an African kingdom, surpassing 
in splendour and civilization any of 
the hitherto-discovered native states. 
Rumours had, indeed, been received of 
Asiente, Asiante, or Ashantee, as a 
great country, situated behind those 
states on the Gold Coast with which 
the Furopeans were accustomed to 
hold intercourse. Even the Tripoli 
merchants mentioned this place to Mr 
Lucas as the termination of their great 
caravan route «cross Africa. It re- 
mained, however, to Europeans little 
more than a name till, in 1 808, a tragical 
series of events conveyed the most for- 
midable impression of its power and 
existence. A war having broken out 
between this nation and that of the 
Fantees, the most powerful state on 
the Gold Coast, t* e Ashantees, with a 
great force, invaded the territories of 
the latter. The Fantees, totally rout- 
ed, fled into Anamaboe, whither they 
were pursued by the victors, who put 
all to the sword except those who 
escaped into the English fort. Tt too 
was besieged, but was successfully de- 
fended by a handful of the Btitish 
against the immense force of the ene- 
my. The Ashantees, struck with ad- 
miration at the valour displayed by 
their new opponents, shewed a desire 
to open a communication with them. 
The British, on the other hand, were 
struck, not only with the wealth and 
splendour, but even with the orderly 
deportment, polished manners, and 
correct moral feeling displayed by 
this new people. The Ashantees, in 
return, eager for improvement, and 
particularly for opening an inter- 
course with the sea, shewed every dis- 
position to cultivate European con- 
nexion. Two subsequent invasions, in 
1811 and in 1816, drew closer the in- 
tercourse between the two nations, 
and at length it was determined to 
send a mission to Cummazee, the ca- 
pital of Ashantee. Mr James, Mr Bow- 
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dicb, ?4id Mr Hutchison, were placed 
at its head. The detailed narrative of 
this mission was not given to the pub-^ 
lie till some time after the period of 
which we are treating. Meantime^ the 
following letter, published at the time, 
gives a good idea of the first impres- 
sion made on the English by the view 
of this vast and barbarous capital. 

Cummazee, June 1817. — Our jour- 
ney hither by roads almost impassable, 
and through wilds seldom traversed 
(having, in our passage through one 
forest, been four days deprived, by its 
impervious foliage, of the light of the 
sun, ) has been additionally lengthened 
by the indisposition of one of our party 
on the road, and our detention within 
thirty miles of this place a whole week, 
during the deliberation of the king on 
the propriety of our admission into his 
capital. We are, however, at length 
safely lirrived within Cummaxee, and 
have scarcely yet recovered from our 
surprise at the grandeur and decorum 
which it exhibits. The limits of my 
time will not permit more than a hasty 
description of a few of the leading ob- 
jects which have here arrested our at- 
tention. On our entrance into the city, 
containing a population of 200,000 
souls, we were most graciously recei- 
ved in full state by the king, whom 
we find a prince liberal in his senti- 
ments, dignified in his deportment, and 
of a generous disposition. His court 
is most splendid, and when he appears 
in state, he is usually attended by 
2000 persons ; among his numerous 
attendants, we notice his cook, who is 
preceded by a massy service of plate. 
Our reception was highly flattering. 
After saluting his Majesty, we passed 
along a line of vast extent, consisting 
of the cahoseers of the countries and 
towns tributary to Ashantee and their 
troops, and were then placed beneath 
a large tree to receive their compli- 
ments in return ; the whole ceremony 
of introduction lasting from two till 


eight o’clock. Our party has been 
also honoured with a visit by the mo- 
ther and sisters of the king ; they are 
women of dignified and affable man- 
ners, and appear totally free from that 
curiosity common to the lower classes 
of the natives : the easy and elegant 
manner in which they were ushered in 
and out of our abode by the captain 
in waiting, might have raised a blush 
in many a Ihodern European courtier. 
A short sketch of the palace and its 
decorations may not be uninteresting. 
On our first visit we waited, accord- 
ii]^ to the custom of the place, a con- 
siderable time in one of the outer 
courts. The buildings consist of a 
variety of oblong courts and regular 
squares, the former presenting arcades 
along one side, some of round arches 
symmetrically turned, having a skele- 
ton of bamboo ; the architraves and 
bases exuberantly adorned with very 
bold fan and trellis work of Egyptian 
character ; they have a suite of rooms 
over them, with small windowsof wood- 
en lattice, of intricate but regular car- 
ved work, and some with frames of 
gold. The squares have a large apart- 
ment on each side, open in front, with 
two 8upporti|[}g pillars, which break 
the view, and give it all the appearance 
of the proscenium of the stage of the 
older Italian ^♦heatres : they are lofty 
and regular, with cornices of a very 
bold fanwork in alto relievo ; a drop 
curtain of curiously plaited cane is 
suspended in front, ^nd in each we ob- 
served splendid furniture— such as 
chairs embossed with gold, stools and 
couches of rich silk, or scattered re- 
galia. The roost ornamented part of 
the Palace is that appropriated to the 
women,— -we have passed through it 
once. Except two open door ways, 
the front of some of these apartments 
is closed by pannels of curious open 
carving, conveying a striking resem- 
blance at first sight to a florid Gothic 
skreen ; one front' was entirely dosed. 
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had two curious doors of a low 
Saxon arch, and strengthened or bat- 
tened with wood work, carved in high 
relief and painted red. Doors chan- 
cing to open as we passed through this 
quarter of the palace, surprised us with 
a glimpse of large apartments in corners 
we could not have imagiifed — the most 
secret appearing the most superb. In 
our daily course through the palace 
there is always a delay of%everal mi- 
nutes before the door separating the 
•squares is opened: the inmost square 
is the council chamber. To-day, after 
a delay of nearly an hour ( which seems 
an indispensible ceremony) in the out- 
er coqrt, where we were amused with 
^ constant variety of parade and bustle, 
from the passing to and fro of the dif- 
ferent dignitaries and their retinue, we 
were conducted to a large inner court, 
where the king, encircled by a varied 
pVofusion of insignia, even more sump- 
tuous than we had yet witnessed, sat 
at the end of two long files of coun- 
sellors, caboseers, and captains. They 
were all seated under their umbrellas 
of scarlet and yellow cloth, silks, 
shawls, cotton of glaring variety, and 
decorated with carved and golden pe- 
licans, panthers, baboons, crescents, &c. 
Oft the top ; their shape* generally that 
of a dome. Distinct and pompous re- 
. tinues were placed aroqnd, with gold 
elephant tails to keep off the flies, 
old-headed swords, embossed mus- 
ets, and many other splendid novel- 
ties, too numerous for insertion. Each 
chief was supported by the dignitaries 
of his own province to his right and 
left, and it was truly concilium in con-- 
^'ilio. We have observed only one horse 
, here, which is kept by the Chief Cap- 
tajn, more for state than use ; .the great 
pe.ople all riding bullocks. The pre- 
sents from the Company to his Majes- 
ty called forth a surprise^ only equal- 
led by his warm and dignified acknow- 
ledgment of them ; his feelings are e.vi- 
^eptly most auspicious towards us, and 


we have only to dread the jealousy of 
the Moors, many of whom are tributary 
to this monarch ; or the intrigues of 
other neighbours, more dangerous, as 
they are more civilized and artfuL” 

The friendly footing in which Bri- 
tain stood with Mahomed Ali, the 
Pacha of Egypt, gave an opportunity 
to the enterprize of her travellers to 
push their researches in that direction. 
Egypt itself being one of the most 
frequented rouAes of modern travellers, 
and carefully examined by the savans 
employed in the French expedition, 
was supposed to present little novel- 
ty, though more diligent research has 
shewn otherwise. Curiosity was first 
attracted by Nubia, the region situa- 
ted on the upper part of the Nile. 
With the exception of a limited exr 
cursion by Norden, it had not been 
traversed by modern travellers, who 
could not venture themselves unpro- 
tected among its barbarous inhabi- 
tants ; yet Nubia presents monuments 
almost rivalling those of Egypt in gran- 
deur, and of a character so distinct, as 
to be objects of curiosity even to those 
who have most fully surveyed the lat- 
ter. While the temples of Egypt are 
edifices raised above ground, those of 
Nubia are excavated rocks, and some 
almost of mountain magnitude have 
been hewn into temples, and chiselled 
into sculpture. Mr Legh was the first 
adventurer in this career. After lea- 
ving Syene, the southern boundary of 
Egypt, the first striking object con- 
sisted in the cataracts, which did not 
appear to answer the fame of antiqui- 
ty. They were merely formed by the 
river forcing its way in a contracted 
channel, among rocks of granite, or 
rather syenite, which formed several 
ledges across it ; yet “ the wild disorder 
of the granite rocks, which present 
every variety of grotesque shape, the 
absence of all cultivation, the murmur 
of the water, and the savage and deso- 
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late character of the whole scene, form feet in length, thirty* in breadth, and 
a picture that exceeds all power of twenty-four in height, 
description.** The mountains on both ** There are many Greek inscrip* 
sides, which, in Upper Egypt, had left tions on the Propylon, which, like the 
a valley of a few miles in breadth, now two we copied, because they were the 
entirely closed in, leaving scarcely a most legible, seem only to record the 
few patches, on which dates could be devotion of those who have visited 
planted. The varied population of these sacred buildings. 

Egypt was supplanted by the Bara- There were very few of the Ro- 
bras or Berbers, who are described man Emperors who lived so long ^8 
as a harmless^ frank, and honest peo- the perioef ^mentioned in the inscrip- 
ple^ though rigid Mahometans. Mr tion. 

Legh penetrated, witiiout difficulty, << Guerfeh Hassan is about nine 
to Dehr or Derri, but was there some- miles below Dakki, and here we found 
what roughly treated by the Cacheff, an excavated temple that far surpasses 
who exacted from him a 6ne Damascus any thing we had witnessed above or 
blade, worth 500 piastres. This ad- below Essouan, and is indeed 'i atu- 
venture deterred him from advancing pendous monument of the labour be- 
further than Ibrim, which he found stowed by the ancients on their places 
destroyed by the Mamelukes. Hei of devotion. The area or outer court 
thus did not penetrate deep into Nu- is formed of six columns on 

bia, nor to Ipsambul, its most striking each side, attached to which columns 
and remarkable monument. The fol- are statues of priests, rudely sculptu- 
lowing details, however, will be found red, as at Sibhoj. This area is sixty- 
interesting : — four feet in length, and thirty-six in 

‘‘ On the 28th we arrived at Dakki. breadth. The width of the door into 
The Propylon and Temple here are the temple is six feet, and the passage 
quite perfect, and the hieroglyphics is formed by three immense columns on 
are much better preserved than any each side, to which are attached colos- 
we had seen above Essouan ; they are sal statues of priests. They stand on 
in high relief. pedestals three feet three inches high, 

‘^TheTemple consists of four apart- and are themselves eighteen feet six 
ments, two of which seem to have been inches high. They are scarcely inju- 
restored, or of more recent date than red, are ornammted with girdles, car- 
the others ; at their junction on the ry each a crosier in his hand, and their 
outside, on the western wall, is an in- rich dress, formerly covered with paint 
scriptioii relating to Adrian, but we and gold, and gigantic proportions, 
could not decipher it. Two columns have a most imposing appearance. On 
form the entrance into the Temple, entering the first chamber of the tem- 
and in the last apartment, where the pie, we found in each of the side-walls 
hieroglyphics are most beautiful, there four niches, containing each of them 
is a pedestal of red granite. three figures, which have formerly 

** The height of the Propylon is been painted, and all of them have 
about fifty feet, its front ninety feet, some reference to the attributes of isis 
and its depth at the base is eighteen and Osiris : though a little mutilated^ 
feet. they are, upon the whole, in good pre-. 

The space between it and the servation — the niches in which they 
Temple is forty-eight feet, and the stand are six feet six inches square. 
Temple itself measures eighty-four The first chamber is forty -six feet 
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i^x inched long, thirty- five feet three 
inches wide, and twenty-two feet three 
inches high. 

U The hieroglyphics are considera- 
bly defaced. 

« From the second chamber, which 
measures thirty-fonr fe/jt six inches 
wide, and fifteen feet six inches long, 
we passed into four smaller apartments 
that resemble those we found in 
the excavated temple at Dehr. At 
the end of the two largest of these 
apartments, we observed blocks of 
stone standing in recesses in the walls, 
which, from the hollow sound thay 
gave on being struck, we endeavour- 
^ to •raise, but, from our inadequate 
•'means, were obliged to give up the at- 
tempt they are most probably se- 
pulchres. 

The third chamber, that may pro- 
perly be called the Sekos, is eleven 
feet in breadth, and fifteen in length. 
At the farther end of it stands the al- 
tar, three feet three inches high, and 
three feet broad ; immediately behind 
the altar are four statues sitting on a 
kind of bench eleven feet long, which, 
like the figures themselves, is cut out 
of the solid rock. We asked our- 
selves — Whom do they represent— 
Isis, Osiris, Apis, and Serapis ? They 
greatly resemble one another. We 
“■ ffvund no inscription iji this temple, 
which is a most astonishing monument 
of labour and ancient raagni^ence. 
The various apartments we had ex- 
plored, together with the statues that 
ornament them, are all hewn out of 
the living rock. 

y On the 2d March we visited the 
ruii.ed temple of Kalaptshi- Close to 
• the water’s edge is a quay or landing- 
place, from which an elevated stone- 
pavement, about eighteen feet wide, 
led to the temple. 

** The front of the Propylon is a 
hundred and twenty feet, its depth at 
the base about twenty-four, and wc 
^stimated its height at fifty feet. It 


was joined to the Temple by two co^ 
lonnades, of which one column alone i» 
now standing. 

“ There is a portico of four beauti- 
ful columns, each with different cap^ 
tals, in front of the Temple, and the 
intercolumniaiions are half-walled up 
with ornamented stones. The pronaos 
was decorated with two columns on 
each side, and its dimensions are sixty- 
six feet in length, and thirty-six feet 
in breadth. 

“ Beyond wl found three chambers 
of the following dimensions — 

“ First chamber, thirty-six feet in 
length and twenty feet in breadth. 

“ Second chamber, thirty feet in 
length and eighteen feet in breadth. 

Third chamber, thirty-six feet in 
length and eighteen feet in breadth. 

** The entrance into the first is or- 
namented with a large square slab, 
with hieroglyphics most beautifully 
Sculptured. We could discern the fi- 
gure of Isis with Orus at her breast^ 
and various other representations of 
the Egyptian gods. The hierogly- 
phics in the second and third chambers 
have, on the contrary, been painted, 
and wherever the plaster with which 
they had been concealed by the religi- 
ous zeal of the early Christians has 
fallen off, they are observed in a state 
of great preservation. Many smaller 
apartments lead out of the three great 
chambers thus described ; and there 
are also several situated above them. 
In the interior or body of the Propy- 
lon we counted at least twelve-rooms, 
into which the light is admitted by 
oblong niches cut in the outside wall. 

The Temple of Kalaptshi is in a 
state of 80 much greater dilapidation 
than the other ancient buildings we 
examined, that it is probable it has 
been ruined by some violent means; 
The quarries which furnished the 
stone with which the Temple is built^ 
are close to it, and are of a very fine 
sand-stone. 
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We left Kahiptihi, and about five 
o^clock the same evening laUded under 
the mountains of El Umbarak’at. The 
rock consists of red and grey granite. 
The whole plain is covered with ruins, 
consisting chiefly of inclosures about 
fifty feet square, formed by walls which 
are built with a slope from the angles 
to the middle. It is impossible to con- 
jecture for what purpose they were in- 
tended, but we counted no less than 
twelve of them in the ^lain. Among 
the fragments lying aobut are to be 
observed several stones richly orna- 
mented, and many with the common 
representation of the Winged Globe. 
Besides the square-inclosures mention- 
ed above, are two small Temples, one 
of which is converted into a house, 
and is in a state of great preservation. 
Within it are four beautiful columns 
with rich capitals, and the other or- 
naments without are well sculptured. 
The Temple is about eighteen feet 
square, and the diameter of the co- 
lumns three feet six inches. 

The second Temple, which has 
been used as a church, is much ruined, 
and two columns only are standing. 

At Sardab, about fourteen miles 
below, we met with another square-in- 
closure, similar to those at El Umba- 
rakat, but much larger. In the centre 
of the north wall is a gateway, from 
which, at the distance of about four 
hundred yards, is an elegant small 
Temple of Isis. Six beautiful co- 
lumns of three feet diameter are stand- 
ing. The capitals of the two to the 
north are square, with faces on each 
front, similar to those at Koum Ombos 
and Dendera ; the two next have the 
common capitals (the lotus) of Egyp- 
tian temples ; and the two to the south 
are ornamented with vine leaves and 
grapes. There arc hieroglyphics only 
on one of the columns ; they represent 
the offering of the lotus to Isis, whose 
figure is well sculptured t--**near her are 
sheaves of corn. These columns and 


capltals'are in good tnste-^he T¥mph^ 
itself measures twenty-two feet by thir- 
teen. 

On the morning of the 4 th, 
went to the ruins of Debod^, Consist- 
ing of a small Temple with three gate- 
ways. An iu'^losed pavement has led 
from the water side to the Temple, in 
front of which is a portico of four co- 
lumns. ,, 

** The intercolumniations are half- 
walled up. Out of the first and second 
chamber you pass into four or five 
smaller ones, in the last of which are 
two large blocks of granite, with 
niches cut into them about eighteen 
inches deep ; they are similar to‘ thosr 
described by Denon at Philse and Gaw 
el Keber, supposed to be the cages of 
the sacred birds, and called by him 
Monolithic Temples. 

Having satisfied our curiosity in 
examining the remains at Debod^, we 
returned to our boat, and arrived at the 
island of Philae about eleven o’clock. 

The excavated Tern pie of Guerfeh 
Hassan, and the ruins of Dakki, and 
Kalaptshi, appeared to us to rival some 
of the finest specimens of Egyptian ar- 
chitecture. 

** The same character of massive so- 
lidity is common to both, but, upon 
the whole, the stones which formed 
the walls of the Nubian temples did 
not appear to be so well wrought, nor 
80 nicely joined together, as they are 
in those we had seen in Egypt. On 
the- other hand, the style of execution 
in some of the hieroglyphics and other 
ornaments, indicates a degree of per- 
fection in the arte, which renders it 
difficult to discover their comparative 
antiquity.^* 

A letter from Mr Salt, pur British 
consul in Egypt, states thus the mertt 
recent intelli^nce respecting Abyssi- 
nia. 

My last letters from that couutiy 
(or rather last intelligence, for it WaS 
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brpugkt, together wkh some lettereof 
old date, by a Coptic Christian) in** 
formed me of the death of my old 
frieody Ras Welled Selasse; and of 
great disturbances having taken place 
among the chiefs, as might be expect- 
ed, in contest for the supreme power. 
Mr Pearce, I understand, remains with 
a nephew of the late Ras ; a young 
m’an of some talent, who commands 
the province of Enderta : but Axum, 
where the king resides, Andows, and 
the rest of Tig re, have submitted to a 
young chieftain whom I have frequent- 
ly had occasion to mention in my tna- 
vels, named Subyadis,— the same who, 
n one occasion in battle, stood upon 
rock, and cried to Pearce, * Do not 
come too near, for I am afraid for your 
life ! '—his followers having had it in 
theij^ poi^er to kill him at their plea- 
sure. 

In Mr Pearce's last letters, he in- 
forms me of a sad change in his situa- 
tion. A short time previous to the 
Ras's death, it appears that the old man 
had become nearly childish, and had 
permitted himself to be ruled by a Cop- 
tic priest, who had a short time before 
entered into the country to take on 
himself the office of Abuna. This 
man, biassed against Pearce by some 
of his enemies, had the cruelty, not 


only to rob poor Petfrde of his house 
and garden, become endeared to him 
by six years' labour for its improve- 
ment, but he even proceeded so far as 
to denounce both him and his compa- 
nion Coffin ; to interdict the priests 
from opening the churches or admini* 
stering the sacrament, and the Ras from 
hearing or giving council, until our two 
Englishmen should have had every 
thing in the world taken from them, 
should be stripjped naked, excepting a 
rag round their middle, and be led 
round the market place, flogged, and 
driven by beat of drum out of the do- 
minions <of his children.' This, as 
Pearce adds, ‘ struck him like thun- 
der,' and he prepared for resistance 
and death, sooner than submit to such 
horrible indignity. Happily, he was 
not put to the dreadful test ; for, af- 
ter ^ two days had elapsed, (during 
which they neither eat nor drank, and 
the churches had been shut, and all 
the orders fulfilled,) every chief that 
was then in Chelicut attended on the 
Ras, went before the Ras and the Abu- 
na, and assembled priests of the Trini- 
ty Church, and solemnly declared that 
the Abuna should go back to Egypt, 
rather than they would be guilty of 
such barbarity to persons who had be- 
haved 80 well among them.^ " 


ASIA. 


This year was distinguished by a 
rare event, from which considerable 
expectations were formed— an embas- 
sy to the court of China. The plan 
originated in an interruption experi- 
enced by the British trade, which has 
long been carried on exclusively in the 
river and port of Canton. The local 
authorities had taken considerable um- 
brage at some proceedings of the Bri- 
tish ^easel^tpi^i^ticularly at the capture 
8 


of several American ships within the 
Chinese limits. This dissatisfaction was 
clearly manifested by repeated insults 
to the Company's agents, and by de- 
priving them of many of their usual 
accommodations. These injuries be- 
came at length so serious, that the 
committee managing the 'Company's 
affairs, had recourse to the step of put- 
ting a sudden and entire stop to all 
commercial intercourse. This bold 
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measure was successful. In losing the 
British trade, Canton lost its principal 
support, and saw even a great part of 
its inhabitants deprived of their daily 
bread. The people murmured loudly, 
and were preparing remonstrances to 
the Imperial Court, which invariably 
makes the governors responsible for 
any evil which befals their province. 
The local authorities took the alarm, 
and judged it necessary to prevent 
such an issue, by unconditional sub- 
mission to the BritishMemands. Al- 
though this storm had blown over, 
the Company were led to conceive the 
wish of establishing their intercourse 
on a more solid basis, by obtaining for 
it the imperial sanction. They ap- 
plied, therefore, to the British admi- 
nistration, for an embassy, the ex- 
pence of which they undertook to de- 
fray. The application was readily 
granted ; Lord Amherst was placed 
at the head of the mission, and was to 
be joined at Canton by iSir George 
Staunton and Mr Elphinstone, whose 
local knowledge rendered their aid of 
the greatest importance. Mr Elphin- 
stone’s place as secretary, however, 
was ultimately supplied by Mr Ellis. 

At Canton unfavourable rumours were 
spread ; but before, leaving that city, 
they received friendly communications, 
and assurances of welcome. They set 
sail, and, entering the Yellow Sea, land- 
ed, in the end of July, at the mouth of 
the Pei ho. They were received and 
conducted to the capital by three 
mandarins of considerable rank, who, 
though they shewed occasionally symp- 
toms of haughtiness, behaved upon the 
whole in a tolerably polite manner. In 
the course of the journey, however, it 
became incumbent on them to declare 
positively, whether the ambassador was 
prepared to performed the ko-tou, or 
act of prostration, nine times repeated, 
with the head knocked against the 
ground. The embassy, which we think 
rather odd, had not fully made up their 
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minds upon this essential point. The 
government at home had told Lord 
Amherst, that, though the ko-tou was 
to be avoided if possible, yet, in 
the objects of the embassy could not 
be otherwise obtained without it, they 
did not prohibit compliance. Lord 
Amherst and Mr Ellis were inclined 
to have yielded, and not to have thrown 
away upon a point of ceremonial a 
voyage of iaJOOO miles, and an expence 
of 200,000/. But Sir George Staun- 
ton, and the members of the Canton 
mission, took the most decided part 
c\n the other side. They maintained, 
that compliance would degrade the 
English character in the mind of the 
emperor, and would thus do much more » 
injury to the national interests, than 
they could derive of benefit from any 
favour which this humiliation could 
purchase. The Canton members ought 
certainly to have been good judges up- 
on the subject, although we should 
be ourselves inclined to go along with 
the ambassador and secretary. How- 
eveivthis consultation ended in announ- 
cing a decisive and final determination 
against the performance of the ko-tou. 
The mandarins used every means of 
persuasion ; ^hey asserted even the 
most scandalous falsehoods, pretending 
that Lord Macartney had really per- 
formed the ka-tou, and producing.;?,:.'"’' 
imperial edict to that effect ; nay. they 
had even the effrontery to appeal to 
Sir George Staunton, who had been 
present, trusting that he would not 
give them the lie to their face. How- 
ever, when all would avail nothing, 
they at length said, that the emperor 
would see them upon their own terms, 
which consisted in kneeling upon a • 
single knee. The Chinese were now 
eager for dispatch, and, setting out on 
the 28th of August, from Tong-chon, 
the port of Pekin, they arrived before 
night, in view of that city. They did 
not enter, however, but were driveni 
during the whole night, round thf 
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w^lls, till they found themselves^ by 
daybreak, at the imperial palace of 
Ytien^Mien. They were ushered in- 
to a small antichamher, which they 
found filled with mandarins and prin- 
ces of the blood. The scene which 
now ensued was so curious and im- 
portant, that we shall give it in the 
words of Mr Ellis. 

Mandarins of ail buttons * were in 
waiting ; several princes ot the blood, 
distinguished by clear ruby buttons, 
and round flowered badges, were among 
them : the silence, and a certain air of 
regularity, marked the immediate pre- 
eence of the sovereign. The small 
^artrfcent, much out of repair, into 
^hich we were huddled, now witness- 
ed a scene, I believe, unparalleled in 
the history of even oriental diploma- 
cy. .Lord Amherst had scarcely ta- 
ken his seat, when Chang delivered a 
message from Ho, ( Kooiig-yay,) sta- 
ting, that the emperor wished to see 
the ambassador, his son, and the com- 
missioners, immediately. Much sur- 
prise was naturally expressed ; the pre- 
vious arrangement for the eightii of 
the Chinese month, a period certainly 
much too early for comfort, was ad- 
verted to, and the uttc. impossibility 
of his excellency appearing in his pre- 
_ sent state of fatigue, inanition, and de~ 
Tltkncy of every necessary equipment, 
was strongly urged. Chang was very 
unwilling to be the bearer of this an- 
swer, but w^as linally obliged to con- 
sent. During this time the room had 
filled with spectators of all ages and 
ranks, who rudely pressed upon us to 
• gratify their brutal curiosity, for such 
it may be called, as they seemed to re- 
gard us rather as wild beasts than mere 
strangers of the same species with them- 
selves. Some other messages were 
interchanged between the Koong-yay 


and Lord Amherst, who, in addition 
to the reasons already given, stated the 
indecorum and irregularity of his ap- 
pearing without his credentials. In 
his reply to this it was said, that in 
the proposed audience, the emperor 
merely wished to see the embassador, 
and had no intention of entering upon 
business. Lord Amherst having per- 
sisted in expressing the inadmissibili- 
ty of the proposition, and in transmit- 
ting, through the Koong-yay, an hum- 
ble rec^est to his Imperial Majesty, 
that he would be graciously pleased to 
wait till to-morrow, Chang and ano- 
ther Mandarin finally proposed that 
his excellency should go over to the 
Koong-yay ’s apartments, from whence 
a reference might be made to the em- 
peror, Lord Amherst having alleged 
bodily illness as one of the reasons for 
declining the audience, readily saw, 
that if he went to the Koong-yay, this 
plea, which, to the Chinese, (though 
now scarcely admitted,) was in gene- 
ral the most forcible, would cease to 
avail him, positively declined compli- 
ance. This produced a visit from the 
Koong-yay, who, too much interested 
and agitated to heed ceremony, stood 
by Lord Amherst, and used every ar- 
gument to induce him to obey the em- 
peror's commands. Among other to- 
pk:s, he used that of being received 
with our own ceremony, using the 
Chinese words, ne mun tih lee,” your 
own ceremony. All proving ineffec- 
tual, with some roughness, but under 
pretext of friendly violence, he laid 
hands upon Lord Amherst, to take 
him from the room ; another manda- 
rin followed his example. His lord- 
ship, with great firmness and dignity 
of manner, shook them off, declaring, 
that nothing but the extremest vio- 
lence should induce him to quit that 


i ^ The buttons in the order of their rank arc as follows: Ruby red, worked coral, 
Jhooth coral, pale blue, dark blue, crystal, ivory, and gold. 
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room for any other place but the re- 
sidence assigned to him ; adding, that 
he was so overcome by fatigue and bo- 
dily illness, as absolutely to require re- 
pose. Lord Amherst further pointed 
out the gross insult he had already re- 
ceived, in having been exposed to the 
intrusion and indecent curiosity of 
crowds, who appeared to view him ra- 
ther as a wild beast than the represent- 
ative of a powerful sovereign. At all 
events, he entreated the Koong-yay to 
submit his request to his Impei^l Ma- 
jesty, who, he felt confident, would, 
in consideration of his illness and fa- 
tigue, dispense with his immediate ap- 
pearance. The Koong-yay then press- 
ed Lord Amherst to come to his apart- 
ments, alleging that they were cooler, 
moie convenient, and more private: 
This Lord Amherst declined, saying, 
that he was totally unfit for any place 
but his own residence. The Koong- 
yay having failed in his attempt to per- 
suade him, left the room for the pur- 
pose of taking the emperor’s pleasure 
upon the subject, 

^^Duringhis absence, an elderly man, 
w’’hose dress and ornaments bespoke 
him a prince,* was particularly in- 
quisitive in his inspection of our per- 
sons, and inquiries ; his chief object 
seemed to be to communicate with Sir 
George Staunton, as the person who 
had been with the former embassy ; 
but Sir George very prudently avoid- 
ed any intercourse with him. It is not 
easy to describe the feelings of annoy- 
ance produced by the conduct of the 
Chinese, both public and individual: 
of the former I shall speak hereafter, 
of the latter 1 can only say, that no- 
thing could be more disagreeable and 
indecorous. 

A message arrived soon after the 
Koong-yay’s quitting the room, to 
say that the emperor dispensed with the 
ambassador’s attendance ; that he had 


further been pleased to direct his phy- 
sician to afford to hid excellency every 
medical assistance that his illness might 
require- The Koong-yay himself soon 
followed, and his excellency proceed- 
ed to the carriage. The Koong-yay 
not disdaining to clear away the crowd, 
the whip was used by him to all per- 
sons indiscriminately ; buttons were no 
protection^: and, however indecorous, 
according to our notions, the employ- 
ment might be, for a man of his rank, 
it could not have been in better hands.’’ 

According to the emperor’s pro- 
mise, his physician was speedily in at- 
tendance ; but this proved a fatal kind- 
ness to the embassy. The mandarins, 
habituated to a system of despotism, 
had grounded the non-appearance of 
Lord Amherst solely upon his being 
seized with a sudden illness. The. phy- 
sician, therefore, was not a little surpri- 
sed to find him in perfect health, and 
with no visible impediment to have pre- 
vented him from making his appear- 
ance. This observation he immediate- 
ly reported to the emperor, who, sei- 
zed with violent indignation, deter- 
mined upon the immediate dismissal 
of the embassy. In two hours they 
received an order to set out for Can- 
ton, without a momeni’s delay. Their 
treatment, which was at first very in- 
different, imfiroved in the course-ut 
the journey through China, and hopes 
of recall were even held out ; but these 
were not fulfilled ; and, on their arri- 
val at Canton, they found an edict, 
bitterly reproaching them for the dis- 
respect shewn to the emperor, and di- 
recting them to be sharply reprimand- 
ed by the viceroy. 

Wc are disposed to make every al- 
lowance for the sudden and critical si- 
tuation in which Lord Amherst was 
placed; at the same time we think he 
decidedly erred in refusing the prof- 
fered audience. To a monarch accus- 


* Tlic y ure distinguished by round badges. 
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tomed to have his presence considered 
as an honour almost divine, it could not 
fail to prove highly offensive. The 
deficiency in dress andequipment would 
have been excused by the circumstan- 
ces of the case, upon which there was 
an immediate opportunity of personal 
explanation. As to his'own fatigue 
and inanition,” the discomfort arising 
from these ought not surely to have 
been considered on so vefy serious an 
occasion. There seems no ground for 
conjuring up, by anticipation, imagi- 
nary wrongs ; or for supposing that 
compulsion would have been used to 
mthtce them perform the ko-tou. An 
outrage so violent, and attended with 
60 much indecorum, was never in any 
case very likely, but least of all on a 
hurried and unceremonious occasion 
like the' present. As to the being 
§tared at like wild beasts, this could 
not be considered as an official pro- 
ceeding, or as at all sanctioned by the 
emperor, and ought not, therefoie, to 
have influenced the conduct held in re- 
gard to him. After all, it seems very 
clear, that without a full compliance 
with the usages and ceremonial de- 
mands of this semi-barbarous court, 
no favour is to be hoped. It does not, 
indeed follow, that much is to be ex- 
pected, even from the most unlimited 
compliance. On the contrary, wc in- 
cline to think, that a mistake was com- 
mitted in expecting any benefit from 
this or from any embassy. To so vast 
an empire, the trade of England can- 
not be a great object ; and the nation- 
al pride causes it to be viewed as much 
less than it really is. A timid govern- 
ment, therefore, averse in its natuie to 
foreign commerce, would never hesi- 
tate, on the slightest alarm or caprice, 
^ subject it to unqualified prohibition. 
The only real hold that England has, 
is upon the local government, to whom 
the trade is a very considerable object ; 
[and accordingly, experience has shewn 
|that they wii) be very slow in proceed 


ing to extremities against it. It seems 
therefore the safest course to deal, in 
preference, with them, and to avoid, ra- 
ther than court, any notice from the 
head of the empire. 

This embassy made scarcely any sen- 
sible addition to our knowledge of 
China. This empire, indeed, is not 
much the subject of discovery. Time 
and place make little change upon it j 
—its usages remain from age to age, 
and every city throughout the em- 
pire can scarc<jy be distinguished from 
another, unless by magnitude. Mr 
Ellis, indeed, seems to have felt parti- 
cularly little curiosity on the subject, 
and to belong rather to the class of 
travellers, who may travel from’ Dan 
to Beetsheba, and say it is all barren. 
He declares himself to have arrived at 
the positive conclusion, that the Chi- 
nese are a most uninteresting* nation ; 
and observes, millet-fields, willow- 
groves, Junks, half-clothed inhabitants, 
with little eyes and long tails, women 
with prettily dressed hair, but ugly 
faces, — these are the daily and un- 
changing objects.*^ The little favour 
with which they were treated, prevent- 
ed any opportunity of seeing the in- 
terior of Pekin, or of the other great 
cities. They caught, however, a hasty 
view of Nankin, — and we shall extract 
Mr Ellis’s view of the present state of 
this great southern capital. 

“ Three gentlemen of the embassy 
and myself succeeded in passing com- 
pletely through the uninhabited part 
of the city of Nankin, and reaching 
the gateway visible from the Lion 
hill ; our object was to have penetrated 
through the streets to the Porcelain 
Tower, apparently distant two miles ; 
to this, however, the soldiers who ac- 
companied US, and who, from the wil- 
)ing? ess in allowing us to proceed thus 
far, were entitled to consideration, 
made so many objections, that we de- 
sisted, and contented ourselves with 
proceeding to a temple on a neigh- 
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bouring hill, from which we had a 
very complete view of the city* We 
observed a triple wall, not, however, 
completely surrounding the city. The 
gateway which we had just quitted 
would seem to have belonged to the 
second wall, that in this place had en- 
tirely disappeared. The inhabited part 
of the city of Nankin is situated to- 
wards the angle of the mountains, and 
even within its precincts contains many 
gardens. I observed four principal 
streets intersected at «rght angles by 
smaller ; through one of the larger a 
narrow canal flows, crossed at inter- 
vals by bridges of a single arch ; the 
streets were not spacious, but had an 
appearance of unusual cleanliness. 
Another gateway, and the Porcelain 
Tower itself, are the only buildings 
of sufficient height to fix the eye. 
Our elevated position at the entrance 
of the temple attracted the notice of 
the inhabitants, and we perceived a 
tide of population flowing from the 
city towards us. We at this moment 
ascertained that the distance either 
from the gateway or the temple hill 
to the streets was scarcely a quarter of 
a mile, so that if we had at once pro- 
ceeded to the streets we might have 
effected our object before the crowd 
collected ; as it was, we were obliged 
to make all haste in using our eyes 
before we were overwhelmed. Unfor- 
tunately we had not brought a tele- 
scope with us, which deprived us of 
the advantage that we otherwise should 
have derived from our proximity to the 
Porcelain Tower. 

“This buildinghas been described by 
60 many authors in all languages, that 
it would be equally useless and unplea- 
sant both to myself, and to those who 
may chance to toil through these pages, 
to make extracts. My own observa- 
tion only extends thus far, that it is 
octagonal, of nine stories ; of consi- 
derable height in proportion to its 
base, with a ball at the very summit, 


said to be gold, but probably only 
gilt, resting immediately upon a pin- 
nacle with several rings round it. The 
colour is white, and the cornices ap- 
pear plain. Its Chinese name is Lew- 
lee-Paou-ta or Pao-ling.tzu, and it is 
said to have occupied nineteen years 
in building, and to have cost twenty- 
four hundred thousand taels, or eight 
hundred thousand pounds of money. 
The date answers to A. D. 1411. I 
should suppose, judging from Lin tsin 
tower, that the facing is probably 
white tile, to which the title of porce- 
lain has been given, either by Chinese 
vanity or European exaggeration. The 
temple, near which we stood, js re- 
markable for two colossal dragons 
winding round the pillars, mentioned, 
I believe, by old travellers. 

I was much pleased with the 
whole scene ; the area under our view 
could not be less than thirty miles, 
throughout diversified with groves, 
houses, cultivation, and hills ; this ex- 
panse might be said to be enclosed 
within the exterior wall, and formed 
an irregular polygon. The horizon 
was bounded by mountains, and by 
the waters of the Yai)g4se*kiang. Our 
gratification was not a little heighten- 
ed by the thought that wc were the 
first Europeansin their national dresses, 
who had beep so near this city for 
more than a century.’^ 

Dr Abel seems to have looked on 
with a more observant eye, and gleaned 
some particulars with regard to the 
domestic economy of the nation, which 
are not uninteresting. 

“ Whilst the embassy remained at 
Tung-Chow, we were not permitted 
to enter the city, but to visit its sub- 
urbs at pleasure. These were com- 
posed of long dirty streets, lined with 
paltry shops and houses of public en- 
tertainment. Much the greater num- 
ber of the former were filled with the 
winter-dresses of the Chinese. Thc^ 
skins of every species of animal withinj 
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their reach, from the ermine to the 
raouvse, had been converted into appa- 
rel. I’he most common were deer, dog, 
goat, and squirrel skins. Rat and 
mouse skins sewn together, and formed 
into long cloaks, were also frequent, 
and had in the eyes of a stranger a 
very singular effect. Indeed, there 
was nothing that gave so peculiar a 
character to the streets, as the fur- 
cloaks with long sleeves hanging up 
before the doors, and looking like so 
many decapitated Chinese. Many of 
these dresses had been handsome ; the 
ermine-cloaks having sometimes col- 
lars of sable, and linings of silk richly 
figurcid. They were all, however, 
second-hand, and possessed the true 
Chinese smell. It was impossible to 
obtain their common prices, as the 
salesmen, through the influence of our 
attendant soldiers, always asked of us 
more than their real value. I gave 
fourteen Spanish dollars for a deer- 
skin cloak. 

“ These furs were formerly chiefly 
brought from Siberia in caravans. 
These, according to Mr Bell, were 
allowed by the emperor's favour to 
remain in free quarters during their 
stay at Pekin, and hav^ the liberty to 
dispose of their goods, and buy others, 
without the exaction of any impost. 
The value of one of them was reckoned 
to amount to four or five hundred 
thousand roublef^ and yielded a return 
of at least double that sum. The 
Chinese also obtained a large supply 
of sables from the Tonguese, who in- 
habit the southern branch of the river 
Amoor. They still derive them from 
these sources, but also obtain a large 
supply from North America. 

“ Next in number to the fur-shops, 
were those of the druggists. These 
/were remarkable for their superior 
cleanliness ; and, in the arrangement of 
their various drawers and jars, greatly 
jresembled those of Europe. The me- 


dicines vended in them appeared to be 
all from the vegetable kingdom. 

The public- houses were large open 
sheds, fitted up with tables and benches, 
and afforded the means of gambling 
and drinking to the lower class of the 
Chinese ; and were generally filled 
with players at dominos or cards, who 
seemed to enter with intense earnest- 
ness into their game. The cards were 
small pieces of pasteboard, about two 
inches in length, and half an inch in 
width, having%lack and red charac- 
ters painted upon them. The beve- 
rage most largely partaken of in these 
houses was tea and wine ; but sam- 
tchoo was also drunk. This liquor, 
which, from the quantity w'e met with 
in China, must be in general use, more 
resembles alcohol in flavour an d strength 
than any other spirit with which I am 
acquainted. It sometimes, indeed, has 
a smoky flavour, resembling that of 
whisky. It is distilled from rice or 
millet, and flavoured, the Chinese said, 
by the seeds of the bamboo. The 
wine, according to De Guignes, is 
nothing more than water in which rice 
or millet has been fermented. All the 
guests in these houses were smoking 
from pipes of various length, from two 
to five feet, formed of the young and 
slender twigs of bamboo, fitted with 
bowls of white copper, about the size 
of a thimble. 

“ Having seen so many people on 
the banks of the Pei-ho exhibiting all 
the exterior marks of sordid poverty, 
we felt no surprise that many of them 
should be driven to mendicity for the 
means of existence. At Tung-Chow 
we met with the first of the many 
proofs which occurred to us in China, 
that it extensively prevails in that 
country. Beggars frequented the sub- 
urbs, some of whom were miserable 
objects of deformity, and all exhibited 
the marks of extreme penury. One 
man, who occasionally crossed my 
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path^ was withered in his thighs and 
legs, which he writhed about for the 
purpose of extorting charity. 'J'hose 
who were not prevented by disability 
of body, followed us through the 
streets and into shops, not quitting us 
till they were relieved, or driven back 
by the soldiers. On some occasions 
they prostrated themselves before us, 
exhibiting vile examples of human de- 
gradation, and, knocking their heads 
to the earth, exemplified the nature of 
the kotow* 

My observation on the extent of 
mendicity in China is, I am aware, at 
variance with the remark of the learn- 
ed author of * Travels in China,’ that 
he ' did not observe a single beggar 
from one extremity of China to the 
other, except in the streets of Canton.’ 
Our opportunities of visiting the cities 
of China being more frequent than 
those possessed by that gentleman, 
may perhaps explain the contrariety 
of experience ; or the opposite cha- 
racters of Kien-Lung and Kea-king, 
the emperors who filled the Chinese 
throne at the respective periods of 
Lord Macartney’s and Lord Am- 
herst's embassies, may have occasioned 
a very different management of the 
internal affairs of their empire. Kien- 
Lung, of an active mind and enlarged 
policy, making frequent journeys 
through his empire, examining in his 
own person the state of his people, or 
employed in his palace in .•>crutinizing 
the reports and actions of his ministers, 
would be infinitely more competent to 
revent the extremes of poverty among 
is subjects, than Kea-king, the vic- 
tim of jealous fear, struggling against 
rebellion, and unacquainted with the 
condition of his people, except through 
the representation of his favourites, 
whose falsehood or truth he is from 
all accounts too weak to estimate." 

“ The Chinese are less fastidious 
than perhaps any other people in the 


choice of their food, feeding on those 
animals which amongst other nations 
are considered unclean, and upon the 
parts of animals which are usually rc*- 
jeeted with disgust. They prove in- 
deed that the means of human suste- 
nance are mu^h more numerous and 
widely diffused than is commonly sup- 
posed. The wealthy, indeed, live upon 
food which all over the world would 
be considered wholesome and luxuri- 
ous ; and, of the kinds of meat con- 
sumed by other nations, like beef the 
least, and pork the most ; to these 
they add venison, sharks’ fins, bfche 
de mer, and birds’ nests bought at en- 
ormous prices. The middling classes 
live chiefly upon rice and on pork, 
which w’e found the best meat in 
China ; horse-flesh is eaten by the 
Tartars, and is sold in the markets at 
a higher price than beef. It has beer 
justly remarked by some writer, that 
it would be much more difficult to say 
what the lower class of Chinese do 
not, than what they do eat. Dogs, 
cats, and rats, are exposed for sale in 
the markets, and eaten by those who 
can atford to purchase other food. In 
a shop at Ta-tiing, the same price, 
about eighteer-peiicc, was asked of 
one of the embassy for a pheasant and 
a cat. In a country where a dreadful 
destruction ofvegtiable food is some- 
times produced by the ravages of lo- 
custs, it is fortunate fF the inhabitants 
can find nouriohment in the bodies of 
their plunderers ; and that such is the 
case in China, where, according to the 
statement of various writers, swarms 
of locusts in some provinces often eat 
up every “ green thing,” is not impro- 
bable, as our boatmen considered grass- 
hoppers roasted alive a very delicate 
repast. The ordinary nutriment of 
these people, like that of all the low-*, 
est class of Chinese, was what Adam 
Smith has fitly called the ♦ nastiest 
garbage.’ They fattened on the blood^^ 
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and entrails of the fowls killed in our 
boats, and eagerly seized the vilest 
offals that could be rejected from a 
slaughter-house; and when these could 
not* be obtained, ate rice or millet, sea- 
soned with a preparation of putrid 
fish that sent forth a stench quite in- 
tolerable to European (Organs. The 
Chinese, as De Guignes has remarked, 
are utterly insensible to bad smells. 

“ Before 1 take leave of China, I 
should be glad to state what is the im- 
pression on my mind with regard to 
the natural character of its people ; 
but find it very difficult to form an^ 
conclusion respecting it, even to my 
own satisfaction. Persons travelling 
111 a country in which they are looked 
upon by the government as objects of 
jealousy, and by the people as beings 
in all respects inferior to themselves, 
inust'have continually to contend with 
prejudices likely to defeat their at- 
tempts at forming a correct estimate 
of the inhabitants. With the higher 
or belter informed classes of society, 
for they are essentially the sanie in 
China, we had very little intercourse 
that was not purely official or ceremo- 
nious ; and on all these occasions found 
them so cased in the armour of form, 
that it was impossible to reach their 
natural character, or to depend on 
their information as the.simple state- 
ment-of matters of fact. My own op- 
portunity of conversing with a man 
of rank, I have already had occasion 
to meiition in the course of this work, 
and at the same time to point out his 
pronencss to falsify. He seemed only 
anxious to please the person he was 
conversing with at the time, with very 
little regard to veracity. Our most 
extensive intercourse was with the tra- 
ding part of the community, of whom 
I have little to add to whai I have 
before stated, namely, that in their 
dealings with the embassy they gene- 
proved themselves cheats, when 
jheir interest did not compel them to 


be honest. It is but fair, however, to 
remark, that the principle of cheating 
is so legitimated amongst them by the 
general practice and toleration of their 
countrymen, as to be considered rather 
as a neccosary qualification to the suc- 
cessful practice of their calling, than 
as an immoral quality. In some in- 
stances, I found the love of gain cu- 
riously contrasted with a ready dispo- 
sition to give. Those who had ex- 
acted from me with the greate- t per- 
tinacity all thpjjt could obtain whilst 
bargaining with me in their shops, 
would freely give me their much va- 
lued plants that decorated their court- 
yards. On the banks of' the Pei- ho, 
after purchasing of an itinerant sales- 
man, under the usual circumstances, 
some trifling article, I stopped to ex- 
amine a well wrought chain, apparent- 
ly of silver, from which his little ap- 
paratus was suspended. He imme- 
diately unfastened, and begged me to 
accept, and was evidently much mor- 
tified at my refusing, it. 

Of the middling class of people, if 
such there were distinct from that of 
the mercantile, we had no opportunity 
of judging, excepting as they might 
form a part of the crowds which sur- 
rounded us in the neighbourhood of 
towns and cities. In these assem- 
blages, an eager curiosity assimilated 
the characters of the whole mass. 

“ Amongst the lowest orders of 
Chinese, abject penury appeared to 
have extinguished most of the quali- 
ties which distinguish man from infe- 
rior animals, save that of national im- 
portance; for even these people prided 
themselves on being members of the 
‘ celestial empire.' 

** In the peasantry alone, were wc 
likely to find any approach to what 
might be called the radical character 
of the people ; and as far as my ex- 
perience has gone respecting it, it is 
all in favour of its simplicity and amia- 
bleness. Before my unlucky illness, I 
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was often enabled to get amongst them, 
apart from my fi lends and usual at- 
tendant soldiers, and always found 
them mild, forbearing, and humane.*^ 
After all, the main contribution 
made by this expedition to our infor- 
mation respecting the world, w'as af- 
forded by the return voyage of the 
Alccste and Lyra, made, not along the 
coast of China, but by Corea and the 
Loochoo Islands. The particulars of 
this voyage are narrated in an interest- 
ing manner by Mr M^^eod, surgeon 
of the Alceste, and particularly by 
Captain Hall of the Lyra. After ma- 
king the northern circuit of the Yel- 
low Sea, where they saw the great wall 
majestically sweeping over the moun- 
tains, they came upon the coast of Co- 
rea, where they discovered, in latitude 
26° 14' north, longitude 127° 52' I" 
east, agroupe of islands, to which Cap- 
tain Hail gave the name of his father, 
Sir James Hall. In passing along the 
Corean coast, they experienced a good 
deal of curiosity and courtesy, but at 
the same time the most eager anxiety 
to prevent their landing, and alarm 
when they attempted it. One old 
chief came on board, with a beard 
reaching below the middle, an immense 
robe flowing round him, and a hat, 
whose brim reached more than three 
feet across. He was hauled on deck, 
with his bulky appendages, behaved 
with great gaiety and courtesy, and 
curiously examined every quarter of 
the vessel. The English at length 
urged so strongly the proposal of re- 
turning his visit on shore, that he could 
not with decency refuse. His distress, 
however, was evidently extreme ; and, 
no sooner were they landed, than he 
burst into tears, and becoming always 
more agitated, at length sobbed, and 
even bellowed aloud. The English 
were at length obliged in pity to re- 
turn to the ship ; and they were de- 
prived in this manner of all opportu* 


nity of making observations upon the 
country. In the course of their voy- 
age they made the important discove- 
ry. that a g:eat part of what had been 
laid down in the maps as part of Coi ea, 
consisted of an immense archipelago of 
small islands. The number of these 
was beyond calculation ; and, during a 
sail of upwards of one hundred miles, 
the sea continued closely studded with 
them. From one lofty point, a hun- 
dred and twenty appeared in sight ; 
and probably such an archipelago of 
islets is not to be found in any other 
part of the world.' 

The most interesting part of the ex- 
pedition, however, consisted in the vi- 
sit to the Loochoo, or, as they are call- 
ed by Mr M‘Lcod, Lewchew islands', 
a favoured spot, where nature and so- 
ciety appear under one of their most 
pleasing aspects. The English, though 
their landing was guarded by jealous 
restrictions, enjoyed the most intimate 
social intcicoiir?e with several of the 
chiefs, who were constantly on board, 
and gave them occasional entertain- 
ments on shore. Fiom what he thus 
saw, Mr M‘Leod is enabled to give 
the following particulars. 

“ The island of Lcwchew is about 
fifty miles long, and from twelve to 
fifteen broad ; Napa-kiang, our posi- 
tion, (and witliin five miles of Kint- 
ching, the capital,) lying in latitude 
26° north, longitude 127° 52' H 
east. This is its south-west point, the 
main body of the island extending from 
hence noith a little eastwardly. It is 
washed on the one side by the North- 
ern Pacific Ocean, and on the other by 
the Tung-hai, or Eastern Sea. 

“ The rocks about it are all of the 
coral kind, and immense masses, some 
assuming very odd shapes, were seen 
every where along the sea-shore ; and 
many of the same formation were found 
on the higher land, at some distance 
from the beach, whose situation is not 
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easily to be accounted for, unless we 
suppose them to have been elevated by 
the force of volcanic fire. 

It is the principal island of a group 
of rtiirty-six, subject to the same mo- 
narch, and the seat of the government. 
The natives trace their history back to 
a period long anterior to*the Christian 
era ; but their first communication with 
the rest of the world, when their ac- 
counts became fully corroborated and 
undisputed, was about the year 605, 
when they were invaded by China, who 
found them at that time — a time when 
Englan.d and the greater part of Eu- 
rope were immersed in barbarism — the 
same kind of people they are at the 
f resent day, with the exception of a 
few Chinese innovations ; or, at least, 
they appear to have altered but in a 
very slight degree. Indeed, it is very 
obvious that a revolution in manners, 
and alteration of habits, are by no means 
so likely to occur with a people thus 
living in an obscure and secluded state, 
as among those who have a wider in- 
tercourse with other nations. The on- 
ly connection which the Lewchewans 
have had with their neighbours, and 
that but very limited, has been with 
Japan and China, from neither of whom 
they were likely to receive any exam- 
ple of change.’' 

The island of Lew^hew is situate 
in the happiest climate of the globe. 
Refreshed by the sea-breezes, which, 
from its geographical position, blow 
over It at every period of the year, it 
is free from the extremes of heat and 
cold, which oppress many other coun- 
tries ; whilst from the general confi- 
guration of the land, being more adapt- 
ed to the production of rivers and 
streamlets than of bogs or marshes, 
one great source of disease in the warm- 
^ cr latitudes has no existence ; and the 
people seemed to enjoy robust health ; 
lor we observed no diseased objects, 
por beggars of .any description, among 
^them. 


“ The verdant lawns and romantic 
scenery of Tinian and Juan Fernan- 
dez, so well described in Anson's voy- 
age, are here displayed in higher per- 
fection, and on a much more magnifi- 
cent scale ; for cultivation is added to 
the most enchanting beauties of nature. 
From a commanding height above the 
ships, the view is, in all directions, pic- 
turesque and delightful. On one hand 
are seen the distant islands, rising from 
a wide expanse of ocean, whilst the 
clearness of thi^ water enables the eye 
to trace all the coral reefs, which pro- 
tect the anchorage irnmediately below. 
To the south is the city of Napafoo, 
the vessels at anchor in the harbour, 
with their streamers flying ; and in the 
intermediate space appear numerous 
hamlets scattered about on the banks 
of the rivers, which meander in the val- 
ley beneath ; the eye being, in every 
direction, charmed by the varied hues 
of the luxuriant foliage around their 
habitations.* Turning to the east, the 
houses of Kint-ching, the capital city, 
built in their peculiar style, are obser- 
ved, opening from among the lofty 
trees which surround and shade them, 
rising one above another in gentle as- 
cent to the summit of a hill, which is 
crowned by the king's palace ; the in- 
tervening grounds between Napafoo 
and Kint-ching, a distance of some 
miles, being ornamented by a conti- 
nuation of villas and country-houses. 
To the north, as far as the eye can 
reach, the higher land is covered with 
extensive forests. 

About half a mile from this emi- 
nence, the traveller is led by a foot- 
path to what seems only a little wood ; 
on entering which, under an archway 
formed by the intermingling branches 
of the opposite trees, he passes along 
a serpentine labyrinth, intersected at 
short distances by others. Not far 
from each other, on either side of these 
walks, small wicker doors are obser- 
ved, on opening any of which, he is 
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surprised by the appearance of a court- 
yard and house, with the children, and 
all the usual cottage-train, generally 
gamboliftg about ; so that, whilst a man 
fancies himself in some lonely and se- 
questered retreat, he is, in fact, in the 
middle of a populous, but invisible, 
village. 

Nature has been bountiful in all her 
gifts to Lewchew ; for such is the fe- 
licity of its soil and climate, that pro- 
ductions of the vegetable kingdom, 
very distinct in their^iature, and ge- 
nerally found in regions far distant 
from each other, grow here side by 
side. It is not merely, as might be 
expected, the country of the orange 
and the lime; but the banyan of India 
and the Norwegian fir, the tea- plant 
and sugar-cane, all flourish together. 
In addition to many good qualities, 
not often found combined, this island 
can also boast its rivers and secure har- 
bours ; and last, though not least, a 
friendly, and a happy race of people. 

Many of these islanders displayed 
a spirit of intelligence and genius, which 
seemed the more extraordinary, con- 
sidering the confined circle in which 
they live ; such confinement being ah 
most universally found to be produc- 
tive of narrowness of mind. Our friends 
here were an exception to the general 
rule . — Madera Cosj/ong, one of our 
most constant and intimate friends, ac- 
quired such proficiency in the English 
language, in the course of a few weeks, 
as to make himself tolerably under- 
stood. He evidently came on board, 
in the first instance, as a spy upon our 
conduct, before they were satisfied that 
we meant no harm ; and no man was 
ever better adapted for this duty ; for, 
as his conciliatory and pleasing man- 
ner won upon all hearts, he had there- 
fore a natural access every where ; and, 
had ^ stratagems or schemes’ existed, 
he of all others was the most likely to 
have discovered them. 


Not assuming his proper charac- 
ter, which was that of a man of some 
distinction, until his mind was satis- 
fied about us, and then doing so witli 
frankness, is a proof that such were 
his original motives. To acquire our 
tongue, he marked the sound of any 
English word for the most familiar ar- 
ticles of the table, or terms of conver- 
sation, and noted them in symbols of 
his own language, with their significa- 
tion, which enabled him, with slight 
reference to his vocabulary, to manage 
without having recourse to the inter- 
preter. If he happened to be walk- 
ing on shore with any of the officers, 
he would not lose the sound or^ mean- 
ing of a word because he had not his 
book with him, but scratched it on the 
leaf of a tree, and transcribed it at his 
leisure. His first attempt to connect 
a sentence was rather sudden and un- 
expected. Rising to go away one 
evening after his usual lesson, he slow- 
ly articulated, ‘ You give me good 
wine, — I tank you, — I go shore.’ — 
He delighted in receiving information, 
and his remarks were always pertinent. 
The map of the world, witli the track of 
the ship across the various oceans from 
England to Lewchew, with the differ- 
ent intervening continents and islands, 
were pointed out and explained to him, 
which he, as, well as others, seemed 
to trace with peculiar care, and at 
last, in a great degree, to comprehend, 
although the subject was, in the first 
instance, entirely new to them ; for 
they certainly had no idea of the vast 
extent or figure of the globe. He was 
gay or serious, as occasion required, 
but was always respectable ; and of 
Madera it might be truly said, tliat he 
was a gentleman, not formed upon this 
model, or according to that rule, but 
stamped as such by the sovereign 
hand of Nature.’ 

7'hey all seemed to be gifted with 
a sort of politeness which had the fair-^ 
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est claim to be termed natural ; for 
there was nothing constrained, nothing 
stiff or studied in it. 

Captain Maxwell having one day- 
invited a party to dine with him, the 
health of the King of Lewchew was 
drank in a bumper. — One of them, im- 
mediately addressing himSelf with much 
warmth and feeling to the interpreter, 
desired him to state how much they 
felt gratified by such a compliment ; 
that they would take care to tell it to 
every body when they went on shore ; 
and proposed, at the same time, a 
bumper to the King of the En^e/ecs. 
A Chinese mandarin, under the li£.e 
circurpstances, would, most probably, 
ftave chin-chinned (that is, clenched 
his fists) as usual ; he would have sni- 
velled and grinned ihc established num^ 
her of times, and bowed his head in 
slavish submission to the bare mention 
of his tyrant’s name ; but it never would 
have occurred to him to have given, in 
his turn, the liealth of the sovereign 
of England.’^ 

“ The Lewchewans arc a very small 
race of people, the average height of 
the men not exceeding five feet two 
inches at the utmost. Almost the 
whole animal creation here is of dimi- 
nutive size, but all excellent in their 
kind. Their bullocks seldom weigh- 
ed mure than SoOlbs., i)iit they were 
plump and well-conditioned, and the 
beef very fine ; their goats and pigs 
were reduced in the same proportion, 
their poultry seeming to form the on- 
ly exception. However small the men 
might be, they were sturdy, well-built, 
and athletic. The ladies we had no 
opportunity of measuring, but they 
appeared to be of corresponding sta- 
ture. 

“ These islanders, most probably, 
.originated from Japan or Corea, ha- 
^ good deal of the Corean linea- 
ments, but rather milder, and soften- 
ed down.. They are obviously not of 
'Chinese oiigin, having nothing what- 


ever of that drowsy and elongated eye 
which peculiarly distinguishes the lat- 
ter ; nor would it seem that the few 
Chinese and their descendants settled 
on the island freely mixed with the 
Lewchewans, the national features and 
the natural disposition of the two peo- 
ple being perfectly distinct, and dif- 
fering in every respect. Neither have 
they any mixture of Indian blood, be- 
ing quite as fair as the southern Eu- 
ropeans ; even those who are most ex- 
posed being scisccly so swarthy as the 
same class of society in Spain or Por- 
tugal.’* 

The narrative of Captain Hall i's 
still more interesting ; but as it con- 
sists of a lively dramatic picture of 
the successive scenes which passed be- 
tween the two nations, it does not so 
easily admit of abridgment. We can- 
not, however, forbear inserting the ac- 
count of the scene which took place at 
parting, bctw'cen the English officers 
and this amiable people : 

“ At day-break on Sunday the 27th 
of October, we unmoored ; upon wliich 
the natives, seeing us take up one of 
our anchors, naturally thought we 
were going to get under weigh imme- 
diately, and give them the slip, with- 
out bidding them adieu ; which was 
very far from our intention. The 
alarm, however, spread immediately, 
and brought the chiefs off to the ships 
in a great hurry ; not in a body, in 
their upual formal way, but one by 
one, as they could find separate canoes 
to paddle them from the shore. f>ld 
Jeema called on board the Lyra on 
his way to the frigate ; he was a good 
deal agitated, and the tears came into 
his eyes when 1 drew a ring from my 
finger and placed it on his, iu exchange 
for his knife, which he took from his 
girdle to present to me. 

“ The other chiefs called alongside 
on their way to the frigate, but they 
went on when I told them that I was 
just going to the Alccate myself. In 
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the mean time Maddera came on board, 
with the sextant in his hand ; he was 
in such distress that he scarcely knew 
what he was about. In this distracted 
slate he sat dawn to breakfast with 
us, during which he continued light* 
ing his pipe, and smoking as fast as he 
could ; instinctively drinking and eat- 
ing whatever was placed before him. 
After a time he recovered his compo- 
sure in some degree, and asked me what 
books it would be necessary for him to 
read in order to enable h^m to make use 
of the sextant ; I gave him a nautical 
almanack, and told him that he must 
Understand that in the first instance : 
he opened it, and attentively looking 
at the figures for a few minutes, held 
up his hands in absolute despair, and 
being at last forced to confess that it 
was a hopeless business, put the sex- 
tant into Its case, and bade us farewell. 
Before he left the Lyra, he gave Mr 
Clifford his pipe, tobacco-pouch, and 
a crystal ornament ; saying, as he held 
them out, ‘ You go Ingeree, you give 
this to your childs.* Mr Clifford gave 
him a few presents in return, and ex- 
pressed his anxiety to be always re- 
membered as his friend. Maddera, 
with great earnestness, and with the 
tears streaming down his cheeks, pla- 
ced his hand several times upon his 
heart, and cried, < Eedooshee, eedoo- 
shee My friend, my friend ! 

“ To me he gave a fan, and a large 
picture of a man looking up at the sun, 
drawn, he said, by himself : he proba- 
bly meant in his picture some allusion 
to my usual occupation at the observa- 
tory. After he had put off in his boat, 
he stood up and called out several 
times, * Ingeree noo choo sibittee yoo- 
toosha,^ I shall ever remember the Eng- 
lish people. When he went to the Al- 
ceste, one of the chiefs remarking that 
he had neither his hatchee-matchce on 
nor his robes, told him that it was not 
respectful to wait upon Captain Max- 


well, for the last time, in his ordinary 
dress ; particularly as all the others 
were in full array. Maddera, who, 
poor fellow, had been too much con- 
cerned about other matters to think of 
dress, was shocked at this apparent ne- 
glect of propriety, and went immedi- 
ately to apologize to Captain Max- 
well, who took him by the hand, and 
gave him a present, telling him, at the 
same time, that he was always loo hap- 
py to see him, to notice what dress he 
had on. 

“ On going to the Alceste, I found 
the chiefs seated in the cabin, and all 
looking very disconsolate. We tried in 
vain to engage them in conversntion ; 
but their wonted cheerfulness had quite 
deserted them ; and, indeed, it was na- 
tural that they should be so affected, 
for (unlike their visitors! ) these simple 
people could have had little experience 
of parting scenes, 

1 took this opportunity of giving 
each of the chiefs some trinket, as a 
farewell present, and they in return 
gave me their pipes, fans, and knives, 
accompanied by many friendly expres- 
sions. 

“ Mutual assurances then passed be- 
tween us, of being long and kindly re- 
membered, and they rose to take leave ; 
upon which Ookooma, who, as well as 
the others, was much agitated, endea- 
voured to say something, but his heart 
was full, and he could not utter a word. 
The rest did not attempt to speak ; 
and before they reached their boats, 
they were all in tears ! 

“ Maddera, who was the last to quit 
the ship, cried bitterly as he wrung the 
hands of his numerous friends, who 
crowded round him, and loaded him 
with presents. 

While we were heaving up the an- 
chor, the natives assembled not only, 
in canoes round the ships, but in vast 
crowds upon the neighbouring heights; 
and, as we sailed away, they all stooc] 
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Up, and continued waving their fans 
and handkerchiefs, till they could be 
no longer distinguished/* 

To Captain Hall’s habits of geolo- 
gical observation, we are indebted for 
a description of the coral reef, that re- 
markable production, so widely diffu- 
sed over the Pacific ; 

The examination of a coral reef 
durring the different stages of one tide, 
is particularly interesting. When the 
tide has left i£ for some time, it be- 
comes dry, and appears to be a com- 
pact rock, exceedingly hard and rag- 
ged ; but as the tide rises, and tl^ 
waves begin to wash over it, the coral 
worms^protrude themselves from holes 
which were before invisible. These 
animals are of a great variety of shapes 
and sizes, and in such prodigious num- 
bers, that, in a short time, the whole 
surface of the rock appears to be alive 
and in motion. The most common 
worm is in the form of a star, with 
arms from four to six inches long, 
which are moved about with a rapid 
motion, in all directions, probably to 
catch food. Others are so sluggish, 
that they may be mistaken for pieces 
of the rock, and are generally of a dark 
colour, and from four five inches 
long, and two or three round. When 
the coral is broken, about high-water 
mark, it is a solid hard stone, but if any 
part of it be detached at a spot which 
the tide reaches every day, it is found 
to be full of worms of different lengths 
and colours, some being as fine as a 
thread, and several feet long, of a 
bright yellowr, and sometimes of a blue 
colour. Oftiers resemble snails, and 
some are not unlike lobsters in shape, 
but soft, and not above two inches 
long. 

“ The grow'th of coral appears to 
^ease when the worm is no longer ex- 
posed to the washing of the sea. Thus, 
a reef rises in thft form of a cauliflower, 
tUl its top. has gained the level of the 
highest tides, above which the worm 


has no power to advance, and the reef 
of course no longer extends itself up- 
wards. The other parts in succession 
reach the surface, and there stop, form- 
ing in time a level field, with steep 
sides all round. The reef, however^ 
Continually increases, and being pre- 
vented from growing higher, extends 
itself laterally in all directions. But 
this growth being as rapid at the up- 
per edge as it is lower down, the steep- 
ness of the face of the reef is still pre- 
served. These^re the circumstances 
which render coral reefs so dangerous 
in navigation ; for, in the first place, 
they are seldom seen above the water ; 
and, in the next, their sides are so 
steep, that a ship’s bows may strike 
against the rock before any change of 
soundings has given warning of the 
danger.” 

The Alceste having taken on board 
the ambassador at Canton, closed her 
voyage by a signal disaster, which -yet 
tended to render conspicuous the dis- 
cipline and good conduct of British 
seamen. In passing through the rocks 
and shoals of the Straits of Banca, the 
last dangerous passage they had to en- 
counter, notwithstanding the strictest 
precautions, the ship, about half-past 
seven one morning, struck on a reef of 
sunken rocks, and remained immove- 
able. As it was soon evident, that 
any attempt to move her would be at- 
tended WMth the most fatal conse- 
quences, the only object was to land 
the passengers and cargo. The boats 
employed for this purpose had great 
difficulty in effecting a landing, in con- 
sequence of the mangrove trees grow- 
ing to a considerable distance out of 
the water ; and it was three miles be- 
fore a small opening appeared, through 
which, by scrambling from rock to 
rock, they at length obtained a foot- 
ing on land. It was necessary, then, 
to cut away the jungle before finding a 
spot on which they could rest, and 
which exhibited now a singular scene 
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of wreck : — Numerous books, or as it 
was termed, a literary manure,” 
were spread on the ground in all direc- 
tions, whilst parliamentary robes, court 
dresses, and mandarin habits, intermix- 
ed with check shirts and tarry jackets, 
were hung around, in wild confusion, 
on every tree. They had not boats 
sufficient to convey the whole crew to 
a place of safety, and after serious con- 
sultation, Captain Maxwell judged it 
best, that Lord Amherst and suite 
should be conveyed tG?'!3atavia, whence 
'vessels could be sent to bring off those 
that remained. The party thus left, 
however, were in a very serious predi- 
fiament, having only a limited amount 
of provisions, and water not more than 
sufficient to last for five days. This 
last want was a subject of great alarm, 
till, by digging very deep, they found 
a well of sweetish water, which afford- 
ed a pint daily to each man. This dan- 
ger was soon succeeded by the appear- 
ance of a number of Malay proas, 
which took hostile possession of the 
ship, and placed themselves in a mena- 
cing attitude towards the party on 
shore. It was soon announced that 
they were landing. Under all the de- 
pressing circumstances attending ship- 
wreck — of hunger, thirst, and fatigue, 
and menaced by a ruthless foe, it was 
glorious to see the British spirit 
staunch and unsubdued. All armed 
themselves, though some only with 
pikes made of large trees, pointed with 
spike- nails. After hovering round for 
some time, two of the proas at length 
came so near, that an encounter took 
place. They fought with desperation, 
and, when they found themselves rout- 
ed, disdaining quarter, plunged into 
the sea and drowned themselves. Their 
number, meantime, constantly increa- 
sed, and at length they had mustered 
sixty proas, with from eight to twenty 
men each, with which tliey kept the 
English in a state of the closest block- 
ade. ‘'Awful as our situation now was. 


and every moment becoming more so, 
starvation staring us in the face on one 
hand, and without hope of mercy from 
the savages on the other, yet were there 
no symptoms of depression or gloomy 
despair — every mind seemed buoyant.” 
At length a person in the loftiest look- 
out tree descried a distant sail, which 
appeared to him larger than a Malay 
vessel. After twenty minutes of anxi- 
ous expectation, the news was confirm- 
ed, and that it was a sqilare-rigged ves- 
sel. The Malays, on discovering it, 
raised the blockade and made off ; and 
it was soon discovered to be a cruizer 
sent by Lord Amherst, having on 
board Messrs Ellis and Hoppner, The 
sufferings of the crew were now termi- 
nated, and they were happily conveyed 
to Batavia. 

In India, very important intelligence 
was this year communicated to the 
Asiatic Society, respecting that re- 
markable chain of mountains which 
forms the northern boundary of that 
extensive region. In his paper upon 
that subject, Mr Colebrooke begins by 
observing, that when he formerly pre- 
sented to the Society, the narrative of 
the journey of Messrs Webb and Rap- 
er, he had stated his conviction, that 
the chain of the Himmalaya is one of 
the most elevated on the globe, and 
only rivalled or surpassed by the Cor- 
dilleras or the Andes. Since th.at time, 
he had been prosecuting the same in- 
quiry, and considered the evidence to 
be now sufficient to authorise the un- 
qualified assertion, that “ the Himma- 
laya is the loftiest range of Alpine 
mountains which has yet been noticed ; 
its most elevated peaks greatly exceed- 
ing those of the Andes.” This had 
been long suspected, or, indeed, belie- 
ved, in India, by those who observed,, 
that, from the plains of Bengal, at the 
distance of upwards of 150 miles, the 
Himmalaya were seen extending, in 
continued line, through more than two 
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points of the compass, appearing, in 
clear weather, like white cliffs, with a 
very distinctly defined outline. Cap- 
tain,Turner, too, in crossing the moun- 
tains of Bootan into Thibet, had pass- 
ed a range of mountains covered with 
everlasting snow, among^ which Cha- 
malari forms a conspicuous peak. It 
appeared evident from the peculiar 
form of this peak, from bearings of 
the range, and from these being the 
only snow-covered mountains in Boo- 
tan, that this must be the range seen 
from Purnea, Rajemahl, and other 
stations in Bengal, at the distance gf 
not less than 232 miles. The possi- 
Ijility tf being seen at this distance im- 
plies a height of not less than 2S,000 
feet. Mr Colebrookc, himself, twenty 
years ago, had taken the altitude of a 
consgicuous peak of the Himmalaya at 
1', from a station which, according 
to Major Kennell’s map, was distant 
not less than 150 miles. This gives 
an altitude of not less that 26,000 feet. 
As the distance was, however, too 
great, more weight was placed on the 
observations made by Colonel Craw- 
ford, in 1805, along the northern front- 
ier, from Behar to Roliilcund. Bear- 
ings were there taken, of every re- 
markable peak of the snowy range 
which could be seen from more than 
one station, and an elevation was in- 
ferred at least equal to the above. The 
drawings and journal of the survey 
were unfortunately lost. Further ob- 
servations were afterwards made by 
Lieutenant-Colonel ('olebrooke in his 
survey of Rohilcund. At Pililibit, 
the elevation of a peak, distant IJ4 
miles, was taken at 1° 27', and at 
JePhpur, where it was distant 90 
miles, at 2^ 8'. These data, after a 
very large allowance for refraction, 
•give a height of upwards of 20,000 
feet. More recently, and nearly, Lieu- 
tenant Webb had made a series of ob- 
J»ervations. upon the remarkable peak 
♦^>f Jamunavatarijorthe mountain which 


gives rise to the Jumna. He had ta- 
ken its elevation from the positions of 
Nagun-ghati and Chandrabadani, at 
ifhe respective distances of 54 and 63 
geographical miles. The obserrations 
gave a height of somewhat md!*c than 
20,000 feet ; and as the stations were 
5000 feet above the plain of Bengal, 
the elevation of Jamunavatari above 
that plain might be estimated at more 
than 25,000 feet. As observations 
among mountains, however, were li- 
able to many iJjfficulties and inaccu- 
racies, it was thought that a very care- 
ful and elaborate survey made from the 
plain, though at a greater distance, 
might be more satisfactory. This was 
made by Lieutenant Webb from Go- 
rakhpur, with regard to the remark- 
able peak of Ihoahalagirh (the white 
mountain of the Indian Alps.) The 
result gave, on the lowest computa- 
tion, 26,462 feet ; to which is to be 
added 400, being the height of the sta- 
tion itself above the sea. Although all 
these observations, from their distance, 
were by some represented as at least 
doubtful, yet subsequent observation 
seems to have fully confirmed them. 
At same time with these impor- 
tant observations of Mr Colebrooke, 
was communicated to the public, the 
narrative of an enterprizing traveller, 
who had penetrated into the very heart 
of this immense chain. Mr Moorcroft, 
accompanied by Captain Hearsay, un- 
dertook a journey into Thibet, with 
the view of obtaining specimens of the 
celebrated shawl-goat, peculiar to that 
country. His olyect was also to sur- 
vey the lake of M^anasarovvara, an ob- 
ject of religious veneration in India, 
and from which the great streams of 
the Ganges and the Brahmapoutrahave 
been supposed, though erroneously, to 
derive their souice. Mr Moorcroft 
found nothing new till after passing 
the vicinity of the celebrated shrine of 
Bhadrinath, to which Mr Webb had 
penetrated in 1808. He then entered 
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a narrow and tremendous pass formed 
by the mountain-stream of the Dauli, 
and bordered by almost perpendicular 
cliffj rising to an amazing height. Orf 
the declivity of these were vast forests 
of pine-trees, some of which might have 
made masts for a ship of war. Many 
of them, from their height and the 
magnificence of their foliage, were mis- 
taken by him for cypress and cedar. 
The tracks made through the broken 
precipices of this tremendous pass seem 
to have been of the m€3t rude and pe- 
rilous nature. The mountaineers were 
indeed bound to keep them in repair; 
but they considered it quite enough if 
they preserved a track by which goats 
and sheep could scramble. These are 
the only animals who are ever attempt- 
ed to be conveyed by this route. Some- 
times vast masses of rock are detached 
from the precipices above, and descend, 
burying all the roads, tracks, and 
bridges, beneath ; and such a disaster 
is always slowly and imperfectly re- 
paired. Sometimes large stones de- 
scend in showers, to the serious danger 
of the traveller who is travervsing a nar- 
row path on the edge of a precipice. 
.The few little hamlets that occ^r serve 
merely as summer habitations to the 
natives, who retire to lower grounds 
during the winter. The pecple were 
extremely rude and filthy, and though 
professing the Hindoo religion, laid 
themselves under no restrictions as to 
any food they were able to procure. 
They were dressed in coarse clothes, 
made of the wool of their own sheep, 
neither bleached nor dyed. As the 
party approached Niti, which forms 
the summit of the pass^ they felt strong- 
ly that difficulty, of respiration, which 
is produced by the thin air on the sum- 
mit of the highest mountain chains. 
It was experienced only in ascending, 
or in attempting to sleep ; neither in 
sitting, nor in walking downward. 
Sometimes the whole frame was affect- 
ed, and a giddiness in the head appear- 


ed to threaten apoplexy. The parts 
of the skin exposed to the air became 
sore and very red, and blood burst from 
the lips. An extraordinary rariafion 
of temperature was felt in the course 
of the day. In the morning, all the 
coveringsthevcouldobtain were scarce- 
ly sufficient for warmth ; but, as the 
day ad vancedjcoat after coat wasthrown 
off, till at mid-day they could scarcely 
endure a single robe ; but, in the course 
of the afternoon, the process was en- 
tirely reversed. In the morning, all 
the neighbouring mountains were seen 
covered with new-fallen snow, which 
melted in the course of the forenoon. 
At length they reached the siinrmit of 
the pass separating Hindostan from the 
northern world of Asia — a naked tract, 
from which all trace of vegetation had 
disappeared. They now saw to the 
cast the mighty Caillas, which raised 
its snow-capped summit over the lake 
of Manasarowara. At Niti, however, 
they found considerable difficulty in 
being allowed to proceed. An order 
had arrived from the Chinese govern- 
ment, to prevent all persons who were 
white, or wore white clothes, from en- 
tering their territory. The incmbera 
of the expedition, however, having 
gained the friendship of some of the 
villagers, succeeded in getting an inter- 
pretation put Cpon these words, which 
did not include them, and were allow- 
ed to proceed. They came to Daba, 
the first town of the U rides, as this 
part of Thibet is called, a place oddly 
perched on the top of a number of ir- 
regular eminences, with narrow chasms 
intervening, and a lofty hill rising be- 
hind. The natives of this country, 
whenever they can, build their towns 
in such a situation. The hill behind 
shelters them from the cold blast, and 
the ravines carry off the melted snows- 
and superfluous moisture. The tem- 
ple here, dedicated to Narayan or 
Vishnu, contained the greatest assem- 
blage of Hindoo deities that Mr Moor- 
6 
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croft had ever seen. The principal 
object of worship was represented by 
an image of gihied copper, about twen- 
ty fcet high. Although poverty reign- 
ed among the people, the gelurns, or 
monks, appeared to enjoy abundance. 
They were a dirty, greAsy, good-hu- 
moured, happy set of persons, carrying 
oq a good deal of trade, and received 
the English very hospitably. The go- 
vernor at first expressed great displea- 
sure at their having been allowed to 
come so far ; but, having been some- 
how convinced that they were neither 
Gorkhalis ( iiili.ihitants of Nepal) nbr 
Einngij, (Europeans), he allowed them 
to proceed on to Gerti;pe, the empo- 
rium of tlie Uncles, partieulat ly for the 
shawl wool. Oil the I7ih, they arri- 
ved at Gel tope, which they found to 
consirfit merely of a multitude of black 
touts, made of blankets, fastened by 
hair, and liavii);*' flags cd celoiirt^d silk 
and cloth fix 1 to tne top. A vast 
surrounding p. iin a])t-eared, covered 
witli sluc'p, goa?.-,, aiui or 'l ar- 

tarian oxen, in the most piodigious 
numbers, not less, it was tiiought, man 
forty thousand head. I hey found the 
Deba, or governor, iu a bouse built 
rudely of sods, and roofttl with branch- 
es of trees. On being convinced that 
they were neither Goikbali nor Ei- 
lingi, and on a good price being uftrT- 
<nl Tor tile j-hawi wool, he stated the 
directions ot h.a / overiunc nt, that none 
should be ^oid unless to Ladak, ior the 
Cashmiiuiu market; but, as tiicy ap- 
jreaied to be persons of consequence, 
and had come from so great a distance, 
he w< uld ^'ive it to them for the same 
price that he got from the Cashmirian 
merchants. He gave them permission 
also to visit tlie IVJanasarovvara, on con- 
dition, however, ot liicir rcuirning into 
•India by tin* wny tln-y had come, in- 
stead of a ddierent one winch they had 
VUended. 'Fhe 'Eartars of Ladak, il 
H-ems, had been in the custom or lay- 
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ing waste this country, till the Chinese 
government assigned it in jaghire to 
the Grand Lama, in reverence of whom 
tliey entirely desisted, only stipulating 
as above for tlie moiiopoly of the wool. 
Mr Moorcroft lierc learned, that the 
Russians, called Ooroos, came fre- 
quently to Yarciin J, a commercial town 
about fifteen days^ journey north, and 
that a party of them had even reached 
Gertopc. 

On the July, Mr Moorcroft 

left Gertope, and, on the 5th August, 
came in view of the celebrated and sa- 
cred waters of the Maiiasarowara. 
They form an iriegular oval, about 
fifteen miles long, -and eleven broad. 
Immense crags iiang over the lake ; be- 
hind whicli ri^e to an amazing height, 
the snow- clad bummits, on one side of 
the Hiirnnalc b, and on the other of 
the Caliias mountain. The water is 
clear, imercunibered by weeds, and fre- 
quented bv vast numbers of grey wild- 
gee-e, ana by aquat’c eagles. All the 
locks aie studded with convents, which 
appeared to he the abode of recluses of 
boiii sexeh, and derived a picturesque 
appearance, fiom the stieamcrs of va- 
ru'us coiouied cloth ar.d hair which 
floateei tioin poles fixed to the roofs 
aiul cornels of the buildings. After 
the most drngent cxaitiinaiion and iii- 
ejuiry, Mr Ivioorcroit was convinced 
tual no river flowed out of tin’s lake. 
As ill iieaith, iiowevcr, prevented him 
frcun making the entiie circuit himself, 
some uncertainty suil h.ing^ on the 
question. There appears even to be 
an opposite report prevalent in the 
country ; and it seems scarcely proba- 
ble, that a mountain-laki‘, fed by such 
vast snows, should dispose of all its 
waters by mere evaporation. Mr M. 
could only see at a distance the blue 
wateis of the Rawanhrad, reported as 
a lake four times larger than the other, 
and enclosing some lofty mountains in 
the rotm of an island. After this, as 
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the season was advancing, he lost no 
time in recrossing to Himmaleh. 

That part of the world where a clus- 
ter of immense islands forms a species 
of continent, under the name of Aus- 
tralusia, acquired, about this time, a 
greater importance than formerly. 
Only a corner of New Holland had 
been selected by Britain as a recepta- 
cle for the secondary class of her con- 
victs ; and this very destination point- 
ed it out as a forlorn ait'J desolate re- 
gion, whither no European would vo- 
luntarily repair. Now, however, whei 
commerce had bound so closely the 
most distant regions, and when the 
pressure of want was felt so severely 
at home, no p^rt of tlie globe where 
good unoccupied land could be had, 
was considered too distant to go in 
search of it. The coast of New South 
Wales, therefore, and tiie neighbour- 
ing island of Van Diemen, began to be 
the object of spontaneous eniigratjon, 
even for the respectable classes of so- 
ciety. In tiiis view, as well as in that 
of geographical inquiry, it became im- 
portant to explore tiie interior contents 
of this vast mass of continent. The 
precipitous range of the Bine Moun- 
tains, ruiining parallel to the cou^'t, 
was for some time supposed to present 
an impenetrable burner. At length, 
ttirough the exei cions of Governor 
Macqiiarrie, an opening was discover- 
ed, and a new township, called Ba- 
thurst, founded on the opposite side. 
Following up this discovery, the Go- 
vernor despatched Mr Evans upon a 
farther expedition, the result of vvhicii 
waa communicated in Britain during 
the present year. The official account 
is given as follows : — 

On the loth of May, (1 SI 5), Mr 
Evans commenced his tour of disco- 
very, and on the 2d of June, finding 
his provisions would not enable him to 
proceed farther, he began to retrace his 


course back to Bathurst, where he ar#. 
rived on the 12th June, having beep, 
absent thirty-one days,— -In the course 
of this tour, Mr Evans has been so for- 
tunate as to travel over a vast number 
of ricli and fertile vallics, with succes- 
sions of hills well covered with good 
and useful timber, chiefly the stringy 
bark and the pine, and the whole coun- 
try abounding with ponds and gullies' 
of fine water ; he also fell in with a 
large river, which he conceives would 
become navigable for boats at the dis- 
tance of a few days’ travelling along 
its banks : from its course he conjec- 
tures that it must join its waters vvitli 
those of the Macquarrie River ;^and 
little doubt can be entertained, that 
their joint streams must form a navi- 
gable river of vcjy considerable size. 
j\t a distance of about 60 miles from 
Bathurst, Mr Evans discovered a num- 
ber of hills, the points of which ended 
in perpendicular heads, from 30 to 40 
feet high, of pure limestone of a misty 
grey colour. At this place, and also 
throughout the general course of the 
journey, kangaroos, emues, ducks, &c, 
were seen in great numbers, and the 
new river, to which Mr Evans gave 
the name or the Lachlan^ abounds with 
fish ; although, from tlie coldness of 
the season, he was not able to catch 
any of them. Jn tlie course of this 
tour Mr Evans also discovered a very 
unusual and extraordinary production, 
trie proper or scientific name of which 
cannot at present be assigned to it It 
possesses much of the sweetness and 
flavour of manna, but is totally diffe- 
rent in its appearance, being very while, 
and having a roundish irregular sur- 
face, not unlike the rough outside of 
confectioner’s comfits, and of the size 
of the largest hailstones. Mr Evans 
does not consider it to be the produc- 
tion of any insect, tree, or vegetable of 
the country ; and from hence the most 
probable conjecture appears to be, thajlt , 
it is a production of the same . 
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with that which is found in Arabia, 
and there called < wild honey,* or ‘ the 
Almighty’s sugar plums,’ and there 
supposed to be a dew. Where this 
substance was found most plentiful, 
Mr Evans saw the kangaroo in im- 
mense docks, and wild J:bwl equally 
abundant. 

The natives appeared more nume- 
rous than at Bathurst ; but so very 
wild, and apparently so much alarmed 
at the sight of white men, that he could 
not induce them to come near, or to 
hold any intercourse whatever with 
him. • 

“At the termination of the tour, 
Mr Ev*ans saw a good level country, 
of a most interesting appearance, and 
a very rich soil ; and he conceives that 
there is no barrier to prevent the tra- 
velling farther westward, to almost any 
extent that could be desired. He states, 
that the distance tr.ivellcd by him on 
this occasion was 142 measured miles 
cut ; which, witii digressions to llie 
southward, made the total distance 1.55 
miles from Bathurst. He adds, at the 
same time, tliat, having taken a more 
diicct line back to Bathurst than that 
by w'hich he left it, he made the dis- 
tance then only 115 mik« ; and he ob- 
seives, that a good road may be made 
all that length wuihout any consider- 
able difficulty, there luft being. more 
than three hills which may not be 
avoided. 

“ From the entire tenor of Mr 
Evans’s narrative or this tour, it ap- 
pears, that the country over which he 
passed, has even exceeded the country 
leading to, and surrounding Bathurst, 
in richness, fertility, and all the other 
valuable objects for the susteiidnce of 
a numerous population.” 

• The voyages of Cook, Peron, and 
Flinders, had very nearly completed 
the circuit of the coast of New' Hol- 
land ; but* there remained still a con- 
siderable tract of its western coast, 


which was supposed to be soobstrucirr 
ed by shoals and coral reefs, as to ren- 
der navigation impracticable. This 
desideratum was supplied by a British 
officer in the course of a common voy- 
age, undertaken without any view to 
discovery. We shall give the narra- 
tive as it was transmitted from New 
Holland. 

“ His Majesty’s armed brig Kan- 
garoo, commanded by Lieutenant Jef- 
fries, sailed frqin Port Jackson the 
19th of April, 181.5, for the island of 
Ceylon, for the purpose of conveying 
to their regiment the various detach- 
ments of the 73i that had remained, 
and who, with their families, amount- 
ed to about one hundred persons in 
number. Intending to make the pas- 
sage through Torres Straits, Captain 
Jt tfries ran along the coasts as far as 
Harvey’s Biy, which lies in about 
21|° S. latitude ; when finding the 
weather grow thick and unfavourable 
as he appro.icIied Wreck Reef, he 
formed a lesolution to try the passage 
iubide the Great Barrier Reefs, wdiicli 
commence in about 2 and extend 
as far as lat. 10^ S. Captain JefFiies 
follow'ed Captain Cvook’b track along 
the coast of New Holland, coiibicler- 
ing it in all respect preferibie to the 
outer passage, in which almost every 
vessel that has adopted it h.^s fallen in 
with unknown reefs and shoals. Ha- 
ving observed that officer’s track as 
nearly as was possible, until ho reach- 
ed tJiat part of the coast which lies off 
Endeavour River, Captain Jeffries was 
left to his own judgment in running 
down an immense trac^ that had been 
hitherto unexplored. (->n tiic 2Sih of 
April at noon, he rounded Breaksea 
Sprit, Harvey’s Bay, and hauled in 
towards the coast to the westward ; 
passed the Keppe! island, and anchor- 
ed at Point pow'cn, for the purpose 
of getting fresh w'aterjas her old stock, 
which had been taken on board at P<yrt 
Jackson during an extremely dry 
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•on, had become putrid. The launch, 
upon her watering expedition, was 
driven fifteen miles to leeward of Port 
Bowen, by an unexpected gale of wind, 
and this accident detained the vessel 
several days. After leaving Port Bow- 
en, Captain Jeffries continued as nearly 
as possible in the track of oiir cele- 
brated but unfortunate countryman, 
and alw’ays ran down in the day-time 
such parts of the coast as Captain 
Cook had passed by night, deriving 
thence an occasion of f^escribing pla- 
ces, which, in Captain Cook’s unli- 
mited extent of observation, have un- 
avoidably escaped his more minute at- 
tention. 

** Having passed Northumberland 
and Cumberland islands, Captain Jef- 
fries made Whitsunday Passage upon 
Whitsunday, asCaptain Cook had pre- 
viously done in the Endeavour, thirty- 
five years before, from which ciicuni- 
stance the passage took its name. 
There is sr^mething pleasingly coinci- 
dent in the circumstance of two Bri- 
tish commanders having upon that par- 
ticular day anchored in tiiC sSame re- 
mote and unfrequented spot — the 
knowledge of which brought to re- 
collection the immortal Cook, and fill- 
ed the mind with reverential awe and 
sympathy. 

“ At Cape Sandwich, Captain Jef- 
fries had communication with the na- 
tives, who were very friendly, and con- 
veyed fruits to the vessel. The men 
are rather stouter than the natives of 
this southern part of the coast ; but 
in point of industry, or apparent ge- 
nius, there is scarcely any difference. 
They have a ffuit among them in 
shape and colour resembling the man- 
gosteen of the east, and in taste the 
English.niedlar. By the 2Sth of May, 
Captain Jeffries had proceeded as far 
as Captain Cook’s track extended, he 
having there borne away, from a con- 
sideration that the coast beyond that 
strait was an impracticable labyrinth. 


In the evening Captain Jeffries hove 
to off Turtle Island, intending to ex- 
amine the coast to the northward be- 
fore he w'cnt outside the reef ; and as 
the inshore passage had never been 
tried, it was examined with the most 
minute attention, and found to be all 
clear as far as the eye could traverse. 
By so encouraging a prospeer, Cap- 
tain Jeffries w'as led to determine on 
the experinnent, and more particularly 
so from the recollection, that w'henever 
Captain Cook stood off he had mostly 
met with difficulties. 

From this day (the 29th) till the 
1st of June, Captain Jeffries continued 
by day to sail along that unexplored 
coast, and at night bringing up under 
the lee of some rock, reef, or shoal, 
which were numberless. On the night 
of the 3(>th of May, Captain Jeffries 
anchored underalarge group of islands, 
to which he gave the name of Flin- 
ders’ Group. Ascending a high moun- 
tain, at daylight, he exammed the 
coast, and perceived a cliain of reefs 
along it as far as the e) c could pene- 
trate. Weighed, and standing along 
the coast close in shore, arrived at the 
entrance of an amazingly extern ive bay, 
or gulph, at least thirty miles in depth, 
to whicli l«e gd've the name of Prm^ 
cess Chaikdle liay \ the land about 
this part of the coast appeared much 
finer than any other Captain Jeffries 
had seen, presenting a fuu green, mo- 
derately w'ooded, and bearing a con- 
siderable resemblance to the interior 
of tliii (Van Diemen’s Land) island. 

“ Captain Jeffries found a safe and 
clear passage from three to five miles 
off the shore, and from seven to nine 
miles appeared a continuation of the 
reef and sand banks commencing off 
Endeavour River, or rather from Cape 
Grafton, from w'hence the cliain w^as 
first discovered. 

** On the 1st of June, at half past 
twelve, the vessel fell in suddenly with 
a dark red coloured water, which, from 
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the vertical position of the sun, was 
not perceived until within fifty yards ; 
the helm was instantly put hard at 
port, and the vessel going between 
five and six knot p, cleared a coral shoal 
which had given the red colour to the 
water, within the narrcA*^ di‘^tance of 
ten yards. This danger was first ob- 
served by the captain, who was fortu- 
nately at the mast-head with three 
seamen, employed for the look out. 
Upon examination, the changed colour 
of the water was found to have been 
occasioned by a bed of mushroom co- 
ral rock, about four feet under wat^r. 
The latitude of this dangerous rock is 
13® 3^' 5" S. and the longitude, by 
lunar observation, 143® 4-7' E.*’ 

The vessel came now upon the part 
of the coast explored by Captain Bligb 
in the Bounty’s launch. In passing 
Cape York, he discovered it to belong 
to an island, not to the main land, as 
heretofore supposed. 

About the same time, the following 
account was received of the progress 
of discovery and improvement in the 
new colony of Van Diemen’s Land. 

“ The resources of the isle of Van 
Diemen are daily developing ; two 
harbours, by the bold and enterpri- 
zing perseverance of an individual, in 
a whale boat, have been discovered on 
the bleak and western shore of the 
isle. The southernmost of those har- 
bours, named Port Davey, is of the 
utmost importance to the navigator, 
as it lies about nine miles to the north- 
ward of South West Cape ; and is a 
most excellent harbour, divided into 
two arms extending some miles into 
the country. On the shores of this 
hatbour are great quantities of the 
timber named Huon Pine. The su- 
perior value oi this wood for every 
purpose of joiner s and cabinet work, 
from the closeness, regularity, and 
beauty of its grain, is generally ac- 
knowledged ; It will also be eminently 


serviceable in building of boats, espe- 
cially whale-boats, from its lightness, 
buoyancy, and indestructibility from 
worms ; it thus hecomes a valuable ar- 
ticle to the architect, boat- builder, and 
merchant. 

To the northward of Port Davey, 
in latitude 48® 10' S. and longitude 
14.5® 30' E., is another harbour named 
Macquarrie Harbour, of very consider- 
able extent, into which a river, that 
runs a eonside^able distance through 
the country, disembogues itself. Un- 
fortunately at a small distance from 
the mouth of the harbour, or rather at 
the harbour’s mouth, is a bar that ex- 
tends across its entrance, having no 
more than nine feet water over it, 
which will for ever render it impossi- 
ble to be navigated but by very small 
craft. Mr M‘Carty gave the follow- 
ing description of the harbour • 

To gratify my own mind respect- 
ing the harbour and river lately dis- 
covered on the west coast of Van Die- 
men’s Land, known by the names of 
Macquarrie Harbour, andGordon Ri- 
ver, I for the second time sailed in my 
brig (the Sophia) for that harbour. 
On the fifth day we came to anchor 
outside of the bar in seven fathom wa- 
ter, to \vait for the tide, as the cur- 
rent runs at the rate of six and seven 
knots an hour, and there not being 
more than one and a half fathom wa- 
ter over the bar. Captain Feen con- 
ceiving he could make out a channel, 
kept the starboard shore on board 
close in shore ; the soundings, after 
passing the bar, were seven Lthoms, 
then ten, and regularly decreasing to 
two fathoms at the distance of twenty 
miles from the bar, where we were 
obliged to bring up ; not having suffi- 
cient water to proceed further. From 
the entrance of the harbour we en- 
countered shoals for the first ten miles, 
having a very narrow channel between 
them. We then continued our course 
up the harbour in a whale-boat ; ha- 
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viiig advanced about two miles fur- 
ther, we found on the northern shore 
a quantity of coal ; the first we obs^'r- 
ved was on the beach, and washed by 
the salt water ; an immense bed, but 
how deep we could not ascertain. On 
further inspection, we found tlie bank 
from the river was nearly ail coal, in 
strata of six feet thick, then a few feet 
strata of clay, and then coal a^ain. 
We much lamented the impossibdity 
of procecdini^ with the bri^r to this 
place. Oil t.he followincr day we con- 
tinued our course up the harbour, to 
the entrance of Gordon River ; we 
computed the distance from the mouth 
of the harbour to Gordon River to be 
about fifty miles. Pursuing our course 
up the river, we arrived at the First 
Falls, (similar to the Falls of Der- 
went,) and which we considered to be 
fifty miles furtiier in land, through, 
as we supposed, the western moun- 
tains, as It runs nearly due cast from 
the harbour’s mouth. Wc then pro- 
cured our cargo by drifting tlie wood 
down to the brig ; and on our return 
down the river, Captain Feen made 
another attempt to sound a passage, 
in which he happily succeeded ; so 
that there is no doubt but any vessel 
that can cres^ the bar at the entrance, 
may go within half a mile of the Falls 
and iay at anchor within ten yard-^ of 
the coal mine, "i'iie mountains on the 
northern shore, where the coal is, are 
barren, but tiie rest are generally co- 
vered with myrtle and pine- 

** In addition to the above great 
discovery of an inexhaustible mine of 
coa4 coal has been found at various 
places on the isle ; and more is likely 
to be discovered on continuing our re- 
searches, Good slate has been found, 
and a limestone quarry has been open- 
ed and worked within a mile and a half 
of Hobart-town, the mortar from 
which is extremely good for mason’s 
work ; but not so good as shelhlime 
(which is to be had in the greatest 


abundance) Tor the plaisterer’s use. 
For the benefit of the farmer, most 
excellent marie abounds everywhere ; 
and limestone has been discovered in 
various parts of the country. On Mr 
Gunning’s beautiful estate at the coal- 
river, lime of a very good quality has 
been made, ar.’d might be carried on 
to any extent- From these two natu- 
ral productions, limestone and marie, 
we derive immediate and future advan- 
tages ; immediate, from the facility 
with w'hich lime can be obtained for 
erecting buildings on the newdy settled 
farms, and for the improvement of the 
buildings on the old ; the future ad- 
vantage is, that when the general, lich, 
and highly fertile soil of the i4e should 
be exhausted by a succession of crops, 
or a system of bad husbandry, then 
the lime and marie will be manures of 
incalculable value. But so very rich 
and productive is the soil, and ro ge- 
nial the clime to every species of lius- 
bandry, that it will be a long series of 
yeais before recourse must be had to 
either one or the ether. These are 
natural advantages the country of Port 
Jackson doth now pos'^css, and which 
will enable tlie agriculturists of Van 
DIemen’^ Land to cany on their con- 
cerns with much greater success than 
the inhabitants of Poit Jackson will 
ever be enabled to do, as neither marD 
nor limestone have hitherto been found 
on the eastern side of the Blue Moun- 
tains.*' 

To the cast of New Holland are 
found the two islands which compose 
NewZcaland ; anextensive tract, equal- 
ly favoured hy nature, but the ferocity 
of whose inhabitants seemed to forbid 
the approach of all civilized neigh- 
bours, Yet even here, missionary zeal 
has adventured, and has devoted it- 
self to the conversion of these rude 
savages. An opening was afforded by 
a remarkable incident. Duaterra, a* 
New Zealand chief, formed the reso- 
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Itition of visiting Britain, professing a 
peculiar anxiety to see King George. 
To effect this purpose, he entered as a 
copimon sailor on board a British ves- 
sel, and worked liis way to England. 
Here, however, he was extremely ill 
treated by the sailors, cpuid obtain no 
information as to the country, nor even 
a sight of King George. He con- 
sidered himself fortunate in meeting 
with Mr Marsden, who was going out 
as principal chaplain to New H«>lland, 
and undertook to convey him to his 
native country. Mr Marsden laid hold 
of this opportunity to obtain permis- 
sion for the establishment of a mission 
]\'^*w Zealand. Duaterra assigned 
him a grant of land, and did every 
thing possible to render his situation 
comfortable. This chief made now ex- 
trao^-dinary efforts to improve and cU 
^^ilize his native country. He said 
triiimpliantly to Mr Marsden, “ 1 have 
now introduced the cultivation of wheat 
into New Zealand ; New Zealand will 
become a great country in two years 
more ; 1 shall be able to export wheat 
to Pori .Jackson, to exchange for hoes, 
axes, spades, tea, sugar,*' 5cc. He 
had actually laid down the plan of a 
little town to be built «flcr the Euro- 
pean fashion, when a premature death 
uiifortiinalely put an end to his pro- 
jects. Another chief, Tippahee, who 
spent some time at Port Jackson, 
shewed an equal capacity of improve- 
ment. The colonists,'* says Mr 
Nicholas,* “ still hold in remembrance 
many of his remarks, which equally 
shew the solidity of his understanding 
and the justness of his conceptions. 
0*1 our remonstrating with him on the 
ab^urdlty and inconvenience of his cus- 
toms, he immediately censured some 
of our own as far more ridiculous, and 
many <>f liis arguments were both ra- 
tional and convincing. Like most of 


the New Zealand chiefs, he wat high* 
ly tattooed, a mode of disfiguring the 
face which is generally practised by all 
the savage trines in the Pacific Ocean, 
The barbarous process consists in 
pricking on the face with a sharp in- 
strument, a variety of semicircular and 
other figures, and rubbing into the 
punctures a kind of blue paint, or 
sometimes charcoal, which gives to the 
countenance a most disgusting appear- 
ance, and makes it truly hideous to the 
eye of an European. On being laugh- 
ed at one day by a gentleman for ha- 
ving disfigured his face in so unnatural 
a manner, the sagacious chief immedi- 
ately retorted with pointed sarcasm ; 
telling him he was quite as much an 
object of derision himself for having 
put powder and grease in his hair, a 
practice which he thought was much 
more absurd than the tattooing. 

** He could not reconcile the rigour 
of our penal code with his owm ideas 
of justice, which were certainly regu- 
lated by fctrong feelings of humanity. 
A person who had been sent out to the 
colony as a convict, liaving stolen some 
pigs during the time the ctiief happen- 
ed to be there, was condemned to 
death, and Tippahee, on being made 
acquainted with the crime and the 
punishment, inveighed against the lat- 
ter as unnecessarily cruel and unjustly 
severe. Reasoning on the subject with 
a great deal of natural logic, he said, 
if the man had stolen an axe or any 
thing ehe of essential utility, he ought 
to suffer death, but not for stealing a 
pig, to which he was prompted most 
probably by hunger. Pie interested 
himself very warmly in favour of the 
culprit, and earnestly pressed the go- 
vernor for his pardon, while dining one 
day with a large party at his excel- 
lency's table ; but he was tokl it was 
impossible it could be granted^ as the 


"Narrative of a Voyage to New Zealand. 2 V'oU. 8vo. 1817. 
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man had acted in direct violation of 
the laws of his country, which secured 
to each individual the safe possession 
of his property, and punished with 
death all those who would deprive him 
of it by theft or robbery. ‘ Then/ 
said Tippahee, ‘ why you not hang 
Captain — - V pointing to the com- 
mander of a vessel, whose name I do 
not immediately recollect, but who 
was then sitting at table ; — ‘ Captain, 
he come to New Zealand, he come 
ashore, and iihi (stole) all my pota- 
toes — you hang up Captain .* The 

company w’ere much pleased with this 
strong and pointed reasoning of Tip- 
pahee, and the captain appeared quite 
abashed at so sudden an exposure of 
his conduct, for he had in reality act- 
ed as the chief represented ; having 
sent a boat's crew on shore with orders 
to dig up his potatoes, which tliey did, 
without offering to make the least re- 
muneration for them. 

“ Tippahee, however tenacious at 
first of his own manners and customs, 
becoming, during his short residence, 
more habituated to ours, and acquiring 
a clearer knowledge of their conveni- 
ence and utility, gave them a decided 
preference. He also evinced an anxi- 
ous desire to profit by them as much 
as possible ; while he held the habits 
in which he had been educated himself 
in the most sovereijrn contempt. Be- 
ing taken one day to see a rope-walk, 
and shewn the method of making small 
twine, some of which was spun before 
him and the process explained, he was 
so affected by the contrast of our en- 
lightened knov\ ledge with the bai bar- 
ons ignorance of his own countrymen, 
that he burst into tears, and exclaimed 
in the bitterness of his regret, ‘ New 
Zealand no good!* Had this chief 
made a longer stay at Port Jackson, 
and been properly instructed in agri- 
culture, there is no doubt but he would 
on his return have made considerable 
improvements among his people, and 


given them a turn for habits of indus- 
try and laudable exertion, which arc 
the first and most necessary steps to- 
wards a state of humanized pulture. 
Gratitude is a prominent feature in<the 
character of the New Zealander ; and 
Tippahee, on his return to his own 
country, did^mot fail to evince it, for 
he rendered csseniial services to the 
different ships that afterwards touched 
at the Bay of Islands.’^ 

The missionaries continued to be 
w^eli treated by the New Zealanders, 
and found the domestic character of 
that people quite different from that 
w'hich they displayed when inflamed 
by hostile passions, In his peaceful 
pursuits,’* says Mr Nicholas,' “ the 
New Zealander appears social, cheer- 
ful, frier, dly, and hospitable, disposed 
to kind offices, and faithful to his en- 
gagements ; but war effects a -total 
transformation in the man, and it is 
then only that he becomes a cruel, fe- 
rocious, and untameable tavage.** He 
adds, that Mr Mart>den and he slept 
amid this race of ferocious combatants, 
with a feeling of as full security as if 
they had been in the heart of their 
friends in England. Yet it was not 
long since this spot had been the scene 
of a dreadful sragedy. A New Zea- 
land chief, called George, who had 
been at Port Jackson, wishing to ob- 
tain a passage home, engaged himself 
as a sailor on board of the Boyd, Cap- 
tain Thomson. The captain, dissa- 
tisfied with his work, and thinking 
George pretended sickness, caused him 
to be tied to the gangway and flogged. 
As George urged fiis character of a 
chief as a protection, the captain treat- 
ed this claim with disbelief and deri- 
sion. George was heard muttering, 
with dreadful emphasis, that he would 
find it to be true ; but from that time 
he concealed all appearance of resent- 
ment. As soon, however, as the ves- 
sel arrived in Wang Arroa Bay, he, 
hastened to his friends, and opened to 
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them the tale of his wrongs. The reso- 
lution of vengeance was instantly form- 
ed. A great number having insinuated 
themselves on board the vessel, watch- 
ed the moment of tlie captain going 
on shore, when he was instantly seized, 
and an attack commenced on the sailors. 
The ship was speedily t3ken, when a 
general massacre commenced, termi- 
nirted by a frightful scene of cannibal 
festivity. Only a woman and three 
children were saved, who were after- 
wards brought home by Captain Berry 
of the ship City of Edinburgh. 

At this time, the agency of Britis*h 
missionaries produced an important 
change in the state of Otaheite and 
the neighbouring islands. Christiani- 
ty had been embraced by Pomarrie, 
the king ; but the party attached to 
the aticient idolatry having gained the 
ascendancy, he, with his adherents, 
were exiled to the island of Eimeo. 
A violent civil war then ensued be- 
tween the insurgent cliiefs, till, one 
party having gained the mastery, the 
fugitives were invited back f.-om Ei- 
meo. Pomarrie returned, though not 
without fear, and his friends were re- 
instated in the possession of their lands ; 
but the idolatrous party still annoyed 
them with secret hostility, and felt a 
des’re to avtuige the caus|? of their gods. 
At length they formed a scheme to at- 
tack their ad vt rsancs on Sunday, while 
engaged in devotlvuial exercises, when 
it w^as supposed they would be in no 
condition to make any effectual resist- 
ance. 'riie Christians, however, were 
aware of their situation, and like the 
old Scottish Covenanters, attended 
worship vvirh arms in their hands, so 
that the assailants were quite deceived 
in their expectations. They met with 
^ a sharp repulse, which, as their chief 
happened to fall, was soon converted 
into a total defeat. This victory re- 
established Pomarriein the sovereignty 
of the island.; and as, by the advice of 


the missionaries, he was induced to use 
his victory with moderation, and to ab- 
stain from thecruelties usually practised 
on such occasions, the adverse party 
wcreeiuirely cancillated. They renoun- 
ced their gods, who, they thought, had 
deceived them, and agreed to the ge- 
neral establishment of Christianity in 
Otaheite. This was speedily follow- 
ed by the founding of schools, the ex- 
tension of useful culture, and of all 
the forms of European civilization. A 
similar change Hiad taken place to a 
great extent in the islands of Hua- 
heine, Raiatea, Tahaa, and Borabora. 
Should this state of things continue 
iindi-sturbed, it will improve, in every 
respect, the condition of these islands ; 
at the same time, we cannot applaud 
the conduct of the missionaries in ur- 
ging the converted chiefs to peri>ecule 
the idolaters, by destroying their gods, 
and demolishing their Jiio^aes. Such 
proceedings are inconsistent with every 
principle of toleration, and have been 
the source of sanguinary wars, the 
seeds of which are by no means ex- 
tinguished. 

Some interesting particulars were 
this year communicated by a peculiar 
channel respecting the Tonga, or, as 
we were taught to call them by Cap- 
tain Cook, the Friendly Elands, in the 
Pacific Ocean. They were taken from 
the deposition of William Mariner, 
wlio, in the manner to be now related, 
ha I been detained in them for several 
year-^. He had sailed in 1806 in the 
Port-au-Prince, a vessel destined for 
the southern whale-fishery. On arri- 
ving at Eefooga, a dispute between 
the master and crew prevented due 
precautions from being tal«en. A bo- 
dy of 300 natives having got on board 
the vessel, seized it, after massacring all 
the crew, except Mariner and another, 
who were below in the magazine. Af- 
termuchdismay, and seeing no hope of 
escape. Mariner determined to come up 
and get himself killed at once ; but on 
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h'& presenting himself in an unresisting 
posture for that purpose, he was told 
that they were now masters of the ship, 
and that he would not be hurt. He 
was carried before several chiefs, and 
at lengtli to Finow, the How or king 
of the island, who being a man of an 
active and curious mind, took much 
pleasure in the conversation of the 
stranger. He was ordered, however, 
to deliver up his books and papers, as 
no witchcraft was allowed to be prac- 
tised in the island, 'l^us led to an ex- 
planation of the fate which had over- 
taken the missionaries left there by 
Captain Wilson, from the ship Duff. 
It had been from the first observed, 
that they built a house, in which they 
shut themselves up to sing and perform 
ceremonies. This, however, would not 
have led to any serious consequence, 
had thee not been on the island one 
Morgan, a convict escaped from Bo- 
tany Bay. The missionaries having 
represented this person in unfavoura- 
ble, and doubtless true colours, exci- 
ted his resentment, which he gratified 
in the most crindnal manner. He in- 
formed the naiives, that these strangers 
had come among them with the sole 
view of introducing the pestilential dis- 
ease, which was then raging ; that 
their books were iii'^trumems of ma- 
gic ; and their secret assemblies held 
for the purpose of carr\ing on incan- 
tations to produce this effect. The 
chiefs took these statements into seri- 
ous consideration, and became more 
and mory persuaded of their truth, 
from the loud noise which look place 
at these ceremonies, and from the care 
taken, w'C know not why, to exclude 
the natives At length it was repre- 
sented, that if the strangers continued 
singing in this m^inncr, the whole island 
would boon be depopulated. Inflamed 
with fury, they at length rushed in 
and made a general massacre. 

In the course of tlie communication 
betwc;:n Mariner and the king, the cu- 


riosity of the latter was strongly ev- 
erted on the subject of writing, parti- 
cularly after he had seen Mariner write 
a letter for any European captain who 
might touch at Tonga. 

“ This mode of communicating sen- 
timents was^an inexplicable puzzle to 
Finow ; he took the letter again and 
examined it, but it afforded him no fn- 
formation. He thought a little wuh- 
in himself ; but his thoughts reflected 
no light upon the subject. At length 
he sent for Mr Mariner, and desired 
him to write down something : The 
letter asked what he would choose to 
have written ; he replied, put down 
me. He accordingly w’rote, ^F^enon\^ 
(spelling it according to the strict 
English orthography ) ; thechiefthen 
sent for another Englishman, who had 
not been present, and commanding Mr 
Mariner to turn his back, and lock 
another way, he gave the man the pa- 
per, and desired him to tell what that 
w'as : he accordingly pronounced aloud 
the name of the king, upon which Fi- 
iiow snatched the paper from his hand, 
and, with astonishment, looked at it, 
turned it round, and examined it in all 
directions. At length he exclaimeil, 

‘ This is ncitfter like myself nor any 
body else ! — where are my eyes - 
where is my head ? — where are my 
legs? — How uan you possibly know 
it to be I V — Anil then, without stop- 
ping for any attempt at an explanation, 
he impatiently ordtred Mr Mariner to 
write Bomething else ; and thus em- 
ployed him for tkree or four hours in 
putting down the names of different 
persons, places, and things, and ma- 
king the other man read them. I’his 
afforded extraordinary diversion to Fi- 
now, and to ail the men and women 
present, particularly as he now and 
then whispered a little love anecdote, . 
which was strictly written down, and 
audibly read by the other, not a little 
to the confusion of one or otiier of the 
ladies present ; but it was all taken in 
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good humour, for curiosity and asto- 
ni'^h merit were the prevailing passions. 
How their names and circumstances 
could be communicated through so 
mysterious a channel, was altogether 
• past their comprehension. Fmow had 
long ago formed his opinj^on of books 
and papers, and this as much resem- 
bfed witchcraft as any thing he liad 
ever seen or heard of. Mr Mariner in 
vain attempted to explain. He had 
yet too slender a knowledge of their 
language to make liimself cicarly un- 
derstood ; and, indeed, it would not 
have been an easy matter to have exr 
plained the composition of elementary 
sounds,* and of arbitrary signs expres- 
sive of them, to a people whose minds 
were already formed to other modes of 
thinking, and wliose language had lew 
expre^shms but what concerned the or- 
dinary affairs of life. 'I he only ration- 
al mode would have been, to have in- 
venud a system of spelling, and to 
have gone through the usual routine 
of teaching it. Fmow, at Itngth, 
ihought he iiad got a notitui oi it, 
and explained to those about him that 
it \va.s very possible to put down a 
mark or sign r^f something tliat had 
been seen both by ibti writer and 
reader, and which should be mutually 
understood by them ; but Mr Mari- 
ner immediately infonnf'd him, that 
lie could writ** down any thing that 
he had never seen. The king directly 
whispered to liim to put d'oog<io Ahoo 
(the king of Tonga, whom he and 
roiibo Nieuha had assassinated man)r 
vear.s before Mr Mariner’s arrival), 
i his was accordingly done, and the 
other read it ; when Finow was yet 
more astonished, and declared it to he 
l^^ejXiost .wonderful thing he had ever 
heard of. He then desired him to 
.write * Tarky,’ the chief of the garri- 
son of Bea, whom Mr Mariner and his 
companions had not yet seen; (this 
chief was Jblind in one eye). When 
‘ i arky* wa# read, Finow inquired 


whether he was blind or not } th» 
was putting writing to an unfair test ! 
and Mr M iriner tofd him that be had 
only written down the sign Standing 
for the sound of his name, and not for 
the description of his person. He was 
then ordered to write, ‘ Tarky, bliini 
in his left eye,' wtiich was done, and 
read to the increased astonishment o? 
every body. Mr Mariner then told 
him, that, in several parts of the world, 
messages were sent to great distances 
through the sanfe medium, and. being 
folded and fastened up, the bearer 
could know nothing of the contents ; 
and that the hi'^tones of whole nations 
were thus handed down to posterity, 
without spoiling by being kept (as he 
chose to express himself). Finow ac- 
knowledged this to be a most noble 
invention, but added, that it would not 
at all do for the Tonga islands ; that 
there would be nothing but disturb- 
ances and conspiracies, and he should 
not be sure of his life, perhaps, ano- 
ther month.” 

The discourse on the subject of mo- 
ney appears also very characteristic. 

“Mr Manner was going on to shew 
the convenience of monev as a medi- 
um of exchange, when Filimoeatoa 
interrupted him. saying to Finow, I 
iiiider'^tand how it is ; money is less 
cumbersome than goods, and it is very 
convenient f»ir a man loexcfiange away 
his goods for money ; which, at any 
other lime, iic could exchange again 
for tlie same or any other goods that 
he might want ; whereas the goods 
themselves might have spoilt by keep- 
ing ( particularly if provisions) but the 
money he supposed would not spoil ; 
and although it was of no true value 
itself, yet being scarce and difficult to 
be got without giving something use- 
ful and really valuable for it, it was 
imagined to be of value ; and if cvet*y 
body considered it so, and would rea- 
dily give their goods for it, he did not 
see but what it was of a tort of real 
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▼alue to all who posseiised it, as lon^ 
as their neighbotirs chose to take it in 
the same way. Mr Mariner found he 
could not give a better explan ition, 
he therefore told Filimoeatoo that his 
notion of the nature of money was a 
just one. A fter a pause of some length, 
Finow replied that the explanation did 
not satisfy him ; he still thought it a 
foolish thing that people should place 
a value on money, when they either 
could not or would not apply it to any 
useful (physical) purpose. — ‘ If,’ said 
he, ‘ it w»ere made of iron, and could 
be converted into kiiive*?, axes, and 
chi‘^els, there would he some sense in 
placing a value on it ; but as it was, he 
saw none. If a man,’ he added, * has 
more yams than he wants, let him ex- 
change some of them away for pork or 
gnatoo ; certainly money was much 
handier, and more convenient, but then 
as it would not spoil by being kept, 
people would store it up, instead of 
sharing it out, as a chief ought to do, 
and thus become selfish ; whereas, if 
provision was the principal property 
of a man, and it ought to he, as being 
both the most useful and the most ne- 
cessary, he could not store it up, for it 
would spoil, and so he w'ould be ob- 
liged either to exchange it aw^ay for 
something less useful, or share it out 
to his neighbours, and inferior chiefs 
and dependents, for nothing.’ He con- 
cluded by saying, < I understand now 
very w'ell what it is that makes the 
Papalangis (English) so selfibh ; — it 
is this money !’ 

“ When Mr Mariner informed Fi- 
now that dollars were money, he w'as 
greatly surprised, having always taken 
them for playing-counters, and things 
of little value ; and he was exceeding- 
ly sorry he had not secured all the dol- 
lars out of the Port-au-Prince, before 


he had ordered her to be burnt — * I 
had always thoug'ht,’ said he, ‘ that 
your ship belomrcd to some poor fel- 
low, perhaps to King George’s cook ; * 
for Captain Cook’s ship which belong- 
ed to the king, had plenty of beads, 
axes, and looking-glasses on board, 
whilst yours had nothing but iron- 
hoops, oil, skins, and twelve thousand 
playing-counters, as I thought them ; 
but if every one of these were money, 
your ship must have belonged to a very 
great chief indeed.’ ” 

After some years’ residence, Mr Ma- 
nner was enabled to make his escape 
on board the Favourite, Captain Fish, 
from Port Jackson, who was "coming 
to take up a cargo of sandal-wood at 
the Feejee islands. Finow, the old 
king, was dead ; but his successor was 
so delighted with the view of the ship, 
that he petitioned to be conveyed *to 
England, a request wliich the Captain, 
unluckily we think, refused. 

A..t the commencement of the pre- 
sent year, the attention of the public 
had been almost exclusively fixed upon 
central Africa in proportion as re- 
peated disappointment damped the 
hopes which that quaiter had excited, 
their eyes were attracted towards an- 
other region and element. In the early 
pciiods of naVal discovery, the .Polar 
Seas had afforded a grand theatre for 
the display of British courage. It 
was there that the Hudsons, tlie Fro- 
bishers, and the Baffins, acquired a 
fame scarcely surpassed by that of any 
modern navigators. For more than 
two centuries, however, the spirit of 
exploration had withdrawn itself in a 
grtat measure from that field. All 
attempts to proceed to the north aud 
to the ecist, had been stopped by bar- 
riers of impenetrable ice ; and the sea. 


^ At these iskndi a cock i« considered one of th« lowest of mankind 'in point cf 
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into which Davis’s Straits affords an 
entrance, was supposed to be establish- 
ed by Baffin as a bay, shut in on every 
side by land. About fifty years ago, 
however, Mr Daines Baringloii col- 
^ lected, and laid before the Royal So- 
' ciety, a number of facts tending to 
prove the possibility of approaching, 

, or- even reaching, the pole. These 
made so great an impression, that Cap- 
tain Phipps, afterwards Lord Mul- 
grave, was despatched upon an at- 
tempt to penetrate to that farthest 
boundary of the world. He was stop- 
ped, however, by the ice in the neigh-^ 
bourhood of Spitzbergen, and the en- 
terprize^was never resumed. The pub- 
lic^ attention was now called afresh to 
this subject ; and Mr Barrow set on 
foot that series of expeditions which 
have issued in such important disco- 
verjes, ‘and promise others still more 
important This, however, belongs to 
the following year. At present we 
shall only introduce the observations 
on the polar regions suLmiited by Mr 
Scorcsby to the Wernerian Society. 
These, made by an intelligent and 
scientific navigator in the course of 
many years experience in the whale- 
fishery, convey much m^re accurate 
ideas, than can be derived from the 
hasty and superficial remarks of for- 
mer navigators. His account of the 
formation of ice, and the varied forms 
and aspects under which it presents 
itself, is so extremely interesting, that 
we shall take the liberty of extracting 
entire a large portion of it. • 

’ “Greenland is a country where every 

( object is strikingly singular, or highly 
magnificent. The atmosphere, the 
la rid, a nd the ocean, each exhibit re- 
mTrkabfe or sublime appearances. 

“ With regard to the atmosphere 
several peculiarities may be noticed, 
viz. Its darkness of colour and densi- 
ty* its frequent production of crys- 
tallised snow in a wonderful perfec- 


tion and variety of form and texture? 
and its astonishing sudden changes 
from calm to storm, — from fair wea- 
ther to foul, and vice vena. 

“ The land is ol itself a sublime ob- 
ject ; its stupendous mountains rising 
by steep accliviiies from the very mar- 
gin of the ocean to an immense height, 
terminating in rigid, coi^ical, or pyra- 
midal, summits ; its surface, contrast- 
ing its native protruding dark-colour- 
ed rocks, with its burthen of purest 
snow ; the whole tiewed under the den- 
sity of a gloomy sky, forms a picture 
impressive and grand. Its most re- 
markable inhabitant is the White or 
Polar Bear, which indeed also occurs 
on the ice. This ferocious animal 
seems to be the natural lord of those 
regions. Hp preys indiscriminately on 
quadruped, fowl, reptile, and fish ; all 
behold him with dread, and flee his 
presence. Lhe seals signify their fear 
of him by their constant watching, and 
betake themselves precipitately to the 
w'atcr on his approach. Carrion, there- 
fore, (of whicii the carcase of the whale 
is at a certain season the most plenti- 
ful,) affords him a passive, sure, and 
favourite food. His »ense of smelling 
is peculLirly acute. — In his marcli, he 
is frcqueiiily observed to face the 
breeze, to rear his head, and snuff the 
passing scent, whereby he can disco- 
ver the nearest route to his odorous 
banquet, though the distance be incre- 
dibly great. 

“ 1 he water of the ocean is not the 
least interesting of the elements, par- 
ticularly as affording the bed, and part- 
ly the materials ^or the most prodigi- 
ous masses of ice. Its colour is pecu- 
liar. Its products are numerous, and 
of particular importance. It is here 
that the huge Mysticetus, or Whale- 
bone Whale, takes up his residence, 
and collects his food ; — it is here that 
he sports and astonishes, by his vast 
bulk and proportionate strength • 
and it is here that he becomes the ob- 
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jeot of maritime adrenture^ and a source 
of commercial riches. 

** Of the inanimate productions of 
Greenland, none perhaps excites so 
much interest and astonishment in a 
stranger, as the ice in its great abun- 
dance and variety The stupendous 
masses, known by the name of ice- 
islands, floating^mountains, or icebergs, 
common to Davis’ Straits, and some- 
times met with here, from their height, 
various forms, and the depth of water 
in which they ground/ are calculated 
to strike the beholder vNith wonder : 
yet the fields of ice, more peculiar to 
Greenland, are not less astonishing. 
Their deficiency in elevation, is suffi- 
ciently compensated by their amazing 
extent of surface. Some of them have 
been observed near a hundred miles in 
length, and more than half that breadth ; 
each consisting of a single sheet of ice 
having its surlace rai-ed in general four 
or 'jix feet above the level of the wa- 
ter, and its base depressed to the depth 
of near twenty feet beneath. 

“ The ice in general is designated 
by a variety of appellations, distin- 
guisiiing it .iccording to the size or 
number of pieces^ their form of aggre- 
gation, thickness, nausparency, &c. 
1 perhaps cannot belter explain the 
terms in common acccpiaiion amongst 
the whale-lisliers, than by marking the 
disruption of a field. The thitkest and 
strongest field cannot resist the power 
of a hec vyswell ; indeed, such are much 
less capable of bending without being 
dissevered, than the tliinner ice, wdiicli 
is more pliable. Wlien a field, by the 
set of the current, drives to the south- 
ward, and being destrlcd by the loose 
ice, becomes c.xpo'-ed to the eflVcts of 
a grown swell, it piesenlly breaks in* 
lo a great many pieces, tew of which 
will exceed forty or fifty yarci.s in dia- 
melcr. Now, such a number of these 
pieces collected togetiier ;n close con 
tact, so that tliey cannot, from the top 


of the ship^e mast, be Been 

termed a pack, ' ^ ^ i 

When the collection of pieces 
be seen across, if it assume a circular 
or polygonal form, the name of patch 
is applied; and it is called a stream 
when its shape is more of an oblong, 
how narrow soever it may be, provid- 
ed the continuity of the pieces is pre- 
served. 

Pieces of very large dimensions, 
but smaller than fields, are called floes, 
— thus, a field may be compared lo a 
pack, and a floe to a patch, as regards 
their size and external form. 

“ Small pieces which break off, and 
are separated from the larger masses 
by the effect of attrition, are called 
brash-ice, and may be collected into 
streams or patches. 

Ice is said to be loose or open, 
when the pieces are so far separated as 
to allow a ship to sail freely amongst 
them ; this has likewfi';e been called 
drift-ice. 

“ A hummock is a protuberance 
raised upon any plane of ice above the 
con.wion level. It is frequently pro- 
duced by pressure, wdiere one piece is 
squetZ' d upon ani ther, often set upon 
its edge, and that position cemert- 
ecl by the Irost. Hummi^cks are like- 
wise formed, by pieces of ice mutual- 
ly ciubhing ea::h other, ilie wreck be- 
ing coacervaied upon one or both of 
them. To hummocks, the ice is in- 
debted for its variety of fanciful shapes, 
and its picturesque appearance. They 
occur in gAit numbtrs in heavy packs, 
oil the edges and occasionally in the 
middle of fields and floes. They often 
attain the height of thirty feet or up- 
wards. 

A calf is a portion of ice which 
has been depressed by the same means 
as a hummock is elevated. It is kept , 
down by some larger mass ; from be- 
neath wdiich it shews itself on one side. 

I have seen a calf so deep brosldl 
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that «bip sailed over it without 
touching, when it might be observed 
ou both sides of the vessel at the same 
time ; this, however, is attended with 
considerable danger, and necessity 
*^Ione warrants the experiment, as calves 
have not unfrequently (by a ship’s 
touching them, or disturbing the sea 
near them,) been called from their sub- 
marhie situation to the surface, and 
with such an accelerated velocity, as 
to stave the planks and timbers of the 
ship, and in some instances, to reduce 
the vessel to a wreck. 

Any part of the upper superficies^ 
of a piece of ice, which comes to be 
immersed beneath the surface of the 
wafter, obtain the name of a tongue. 

A bight signifies a bay or siuuo- 
sity, on the border of any large mass 
or body of ice. It is supposed to be 
called Bight from the low word bite, 
to take vn, or entrap ; because, in this 
situation, the ships are sometimes so 
caught by a change of wind, that the 
ice cannot be cleared on either tack ; 
and, in some cases, a total loss has been 
the consequence. 

«• When tlie sea freezes, the great- 
est part of the salt it contains is depo- 
sited, and the frozen spongy mahs pro- 
bably contains no salt, but what is na- 
tural to the sea-water filling its pores. 
Hence, the generality ice affords 
fresh-water when dissolved. As, how- 
ever, the ice frozen from sea-water 
does not appear so solid and transpa- 
"'irent as that procured from snow or 
rain-water, sailors distinguish it into 
two kinds, accordingly as it seems to 
'have been formed from one or the 
7 other. 

1 “ What is considered as salt-water 
icCjUporous, while, and in a great 
me^ut^lg Opaque, (except when in very 
thin pieces) yet transmits the rays of 
ligiit with a grcenisii shade, it is 
softer* and swims lighter than fresh- 
water ice, and when dissolved, produ- 
ce! water sometimes perfectly fresh, 


and sometimes saltish ; this depends 
in a great measure on the sitnatton 
from whence it taken : sueh parts 
as are raised above the surface of the 
sea in the form of hummocks, appear 
to gain solidity by exposure to the 
sun and air, and are commonly fresh, 
whilst those pieces taken out of the 
sea are somewhat salt. , Although it 
is very probable, that this retention of 
salt may arise from the sea-water con- 
tained in its pores, yet I have never 
been able to obtain, from the water of 
the ocean, by experiment, an ice either 
compact, transparent, or fresh. That 
the sea- water has a tendency to pro- 
duce fresh ice, however, is proved from 
the concentration observed in a quan- 
tity exposed in an open vessel to a low 
temperature, by the separation of the 
salt from the crystals of ice, in the pro- 
gress of the freezing. Thus it is, that 
in the coldest weather, when a ship 
exposed to a tempestuous sea, is wash- 
ed with repeated sprays, and thereby 
covered with ice, that in different places 
obstructing the efflux of the water 
overboard, a portion always remains 
unfrozen, and which, on being tasted, 
is found to contain salt highly concen- 
trated. 

Some naturalists have been at con- 
siderable pains to endeavour to explain 
the phenomena of the progressive for- 
mation of the ice in high latitudes, and 
the derivation of the supply, which is 
annually furnished, for replacing the 
great quantities that are dissolved and 
dissipated by the power ot the waves, 
and the warmth of the climate into 
which it drifts. It has frequently 
been urged, that the vicinity of land is 
indispensable for its formation. Whe- 
ther this may be the case or not, the 
following facts may possibly deter- 
mine. 

“ I have noticed the process of free- 
zing from the first appearance of crys- 
tals, until the ice had obtained a thick-* 
ness cf more than a foot, and did not 
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find that the land iifForded any assist- 
ance or even shelter, which could not 
ha«?e been dispensed with during the 
operation. It is true, that the land 
was the cause of the vacancy or space 
free from ice, where this new ice was 
generated ; the ice of older formation 
had been driven off by easterly winds, 
assisted perhaps by a current ; yet this 
new ice lay at the distance of twenty 
leagues from Spitzbergen. But I have 
also seen ice grow to a consistence ca- 
pable of stopping the progress of a 
ship with a brisk wind, even when ex- 
posed to the waves of the North Sea 
and Western Ocean, on the south as- 
pect of the main body of the Green- 
land ice, in about the seventy-second 
degree of north latitude- In this si- 
tuation, the process of freezing is ac- 
complished under peculiar disadvanta- 
ges. I shall attempt to describe it*s 
progress from the commencement. 

The fiist appearance of ice whilst 
in the slate of detached crystals, is call- 
ed by the sailors sludge, and resembles 
snow when cast into water that is too 
cold to dissolve it. This smooths the 
ruffled sea, and produces an effect like 
oil in stilling the breaking surface. 
These crystals soon unite, and would 
form a continuous sheet, but, by the 
motion of the waves, they are broken 
into very small pieces, scarcely three 
inches in diameter. As they strength- 
en, many of tht m coalesce, and form a 
larger mass. The undulations of the 
bt'd stiil continuing, these enlarged 
pieces strike each other on every side, 
whereby they become rounded, and 
their edges turned up, whence they 
obtained the name of pancakes : seve- 
lal of ifiesc again unite, and thereby 
continue to increase, forming larger 
pancakes, until they become peihaps 
a foot in thickness, and many yards in 
circumference, 

“ When the sea is perfectly smooth, 
the freezing process goes on more re- 
gularly, and perhaps more rapidly. 

11 


The commencement is similar to that 
just described ; it is afterwards conti- 
nued, by constant additions, to its un- 
der surface. During twenty-four hours 
keen frost, it will have become two or 
three inches thick, and in less than 
forty-eight hours time, capable of sus- 
taining the weight of a man. 'J'his is 
termed bay-ice. whilst that of older 
formation is distinguished into light 
and heavy ice ; the former being from 
a foot to about a yard in thickness, 
and the latter from about a yard up- 
wards. 

. “ It is generally allowed, that all 
that is necessary in low temperatures 
for the formation of ice, is stilbwater : 
Here then, it is obtained. In every 
opening of the ice at a distance from 
the sea, the water is always as smooth 
as that of a harbour ; and as I have ob- 
served the growth of ice up to a foot 
in thickness in such a situation, during, 
one month’s frost, the effect of many 
years we might deem to be sufficient 
for the formation of the most ponder- 
ous fields. 

** There is no doubt, but a large 
quantity of ice is annually generated 
in the bays, and amidst the islands of 
Spitzbergen Mwhich bays, towards the 
end of summer, are commonly empti- 
ed of their contents, from the thaWing 
of the snow' oil the mountains causing 
a current outwards. But this will not 
account for the immense fields which 
are so abundant in Greenland. These 
evidently come from the northward, 
and have their origin between Spitz- 
bergen and the pole. 

** As strong winds are khown to pos- 
sess great influence in drifting off tho 
ice, where it meets with the lectst re- 
sistance, may they not form 
in the icc far to the north, as well as 
in latitudes within our observatibn ? 
Notwithstanding the degree iti Vi^hich* 
this cause may prevail is 'tfnicmainj 
yet of this we are as^^ured, that^theice 
on the west coast of Spitzbergen, has 
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always a tendency to drifty and actu- 
ally does advance in a surprising man- 
ner to the south or south-west; whence^ 
some vacancy must assuredly be left in 
the |)lace which it formerly occupied. 

^ << These openings, therefore, may be 

readily frozen over, whatever be their 
extent, and the ice may in* time acquire 
—all the characters of a massy field. 

It muait, however, be confessed, that 
from the density and transparency of 
the ice of fields, and the purity of the 
water obtained therefrom, it is difficult 
to conceive that it could possess such 
characters if frozen entirely from t\e 
water of the ocean ; — particularly as 
young ice is generally found to be po- 
rous and opaque, and does not afford 
a pure solution. The succeeding the- 
ory, therefore, is perhaps more conso- 
nant to appearances ; and although it 
may not be established, has at least 
probability to recommend it. 

** It appears from what has been ad- 
vanced, that openings must occasion- 
ally occur in the ice between Spitz- 
be^gen and the pole, and that these 
openings will, in all probability, be 
again frozen over. Allowing, there- 
fore, a thin field, or a field of bay-ice 
to be therein formed, a ^perstructure 
may probably be added by the follow- 
ing process. The frost, which con- 
stantly prevails during nine months of 
the year, relaxes towards the end of 
June Of the beginning of July, where- 
by the covering of snow, annually de- 
posited to the depth of two or three 
feet on the ice, dissolves. Now, as 
this field is supposed to arise amidst 
the older and heavier ice, it may readi- 
ly occupy the whole interval, and be 
cemented to the old ice op every side ; 
*vheiU^j.^the melted snow has no means 
of escape. Or, whatever be the means 
•of its retention on the surface of the 
young field, whether by 
tion of higher ice, the elevation of its 
border by tjie pressure of the surround- 
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ing ice, or the inwulanty of its own 
surface, several in^s of ice must be 
added to its thickness on the returning 
winter, by the conversion of the snow- 
water into solid ice. This prekress re- 
peated for many successive y^ars, or 
even ages, together with the enlarge- 
ment of its under-side from the ocean, 
might be deemed sufficient to produce 
the most stupendous bodies of ice that 
have yet been discovered ; at the same 
time that the ice thus formed, would 
doubtless corr^pond with the purity 
and transparency of that of fields in ge- 
neral 

** Fields may sometimes Have their 
origin in heavy close packs, which, be- 
ing cemented together by the inter- 
vention of new ice, may become one 
solid mass* In this way, are produced 
such fields, as exhibit a rug^d, hum>^ 
mocky surface. 

<< Fields commonly make their ap<* 
pearance about the month of June, 
though sometimes earlier they are 
frequently the resort of youn^ whales ; 
strong north and westerly winds expose 
them to the Greenlandmen, by driving 
off the loose ice. Some fields exhibit a 
perfect plaint without a fissure or hum- 
mocky So clear indeed, that 1 imagine, 
upon One which 1 saw, a coach might 
be driveP a hundred miles in a direct 
line, without any obstruction. Most 
commonly, however, the surface con- 
tains some hummocks, which some- 
what relieve the uniformity of intense 
light, by a tinge of delicate green, in 
cavities where the li^ht ^ains admit- 
tance in an oblique direction, by pass- 
ing through a portion of ice. 

** The iPvanabl;^ tJlidency of fields 
to drift to the south-westward, eveff 
in calms, is the means of many being 
vearly destroyed. They have frequent- 
ly been observed to advance a hundred 
miles in this direction, within the space 
of due month, notwithstanding the oc- 
currence of winds from every quarter. 
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On emerging from^ amidst the smaller 
ice, which before sheltered them, they 
are soon broken up by the swell, are 
partly dissolved, and partly converted 
into drift ice* The places of such are 
supplied by others from the north* 
White bears here find an occasional ha- 
bitation, and will travel many leagues 
from land upon the fields. They have 
been repeatedly met with, not only 
upon these continuous sheets of ice, 
but on the ice of close packs, to the 
utmost extent to which ships have pe- 
netrated. 

The occasional rapid motion of 
fields, with the strange effects produ- 
ced on any opposing substance, exhi- 
bited by such immense bodies, is one 
of the most striking objects this coun- 
try presents, and is certainly the most 
terrific. They not unfrequently ac- 
quire a rotatory movement, whereby 
their circumference attains a velocity 
of several miles per hour. A field, 
thus in motion, coming in contact with 
another at rest, or more especially with 
A contraiy direction of movement, pro- 
duces a dreadful shock. A body of 
more than ten thousand millions of tons 
in weight, meeting with resistance, 
when in motion, the consequences may 
possibly be conceived I The weaker 
field is crushed with an awful noise ; 
sometimes the destruction is mutual ; 
pieces of huge dimensions and weight 
are not unfrequently piled upon the 
top, to the height of twenty or thirty 
feet, whilst doubtless a proportionate 
quantity is depressed beneath. The 
view of those stupendous effects in safe- 
ty, exhibits a picture sublimely grand ; 
but where there is danger of being 
overwhelmed, terror and dismay must 
be the predominant feelings. The whale- 
fishers at all times require unremitting 
vigilance to secure their safety, but 
scarcely in any. situation, so much, as 
when navigating amidst those fields. 
In foggy weather they are particular- 
ly dangerous, as their motions cannot 


then be distinctly observed* It may 
easily be imagined, that the strongest 
ship can no more withstand the shock 
of the contact of two fields, than a 
sheet of paper can stop a musket-ball. 
Numbers of vessels, since the establish- 
ment of the fishery, have been thus de- 
stroyed ; sorfie have been thrown up- 
on the ice, some have had their hull: 
completely torn open, and others hr^ve 
been buried beneath the heaped frag- 
ments of the ice.’^ 

“ The term icebergs has commonly 
been applied to those immense bodies 
of ice, situated on the land, filling 
the valleys between the high moun- 
tains,*' and generally exhibiting a square 
perpendicular front towards the sea. 
They recede backward inland to an ex- 
tent never explored. Martin, Crantz, 
Phipps, and others, have described 
those wonders of nature, and all’ agree 
as to their manner of formation, in the 
congelation of the sleet and rains of 
summer, and of the accumulated snow, 
partly dissolved by the summer sun, 
which, on its decline, freezes to a 
transparent ice. They are as perma- 
nent as the rocks on which they rest. 
For although large portions may be 
frequently separated, yet the annual 
growth replaces the loss, and proba* 
bly, on the whole, produces a perpe- 
tual increase. I have seen those sty- 
led the Seven Icebergs, situated in the 
valleys of the north-west coast of 
Spitzbergen; their perpendicularfront 
may be about 300 feet in height ; the 
green colour, and glistening surface 
of which, form a pleasing variety in 
prospect, with the magnificence of the 
encompassing snow-clad mountains, 
which, as they recede from the eye, 
seem to •‘rise crag above crag/* in 
endless perspective. 

“ Large pieces may be separated 
from those icebergs in the summer sea- 
son, when they are particularly fragile, 
by their ponderous overhanging mass- 
es, overcoming the force qf cohesion ; 
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6f otherwise, by the powerful expaiN 
sion of the water, filling any excavation 
or deep-seated cavity, when its dimen- 
sions are enlarged by freezing, there- 
by Vxerting a tremendous force, and 
) bursting the whole asunder. 

^‘Pieces thus, or otherwise detached, 
are hurled into the sea with a dreadful 
"'’Crash ; if they are received into deep 
whter, they are liable to be drifted off 
the land, and, under the form of ice- 
islands, or ice-mountains, they like- 
wise still retain their parent name of 
ice-bergs, I much question, however, 
if all the floating bergs seen in t^e 
seas west of Old Greenland, thus de- 
rive their origin ; their number is so 
great, and their dimensions so immense. 

** If all the floating islands of ice 
thus proceed from disruptions of the 
icebergs generated on the land, How 
is it that so few are met with in Green- 
land, and those comparatively so di- 
minutive, whilst Baflin^s Bay affords 
them so plentifully, and of such ama- 
zing size ? The largest I ever saw in 
Greenland, was about a thousand yards 
in circumference, nearly square, of a 
regular flat surface, twenty feet above 
the level of the sea, and as it was com- 
posed of the most densif kind of ice, it 
must have been 150 or 160 feet in 
thickness, and in weight about two 
millions /of tons, Bui masses have 
been repeatedly seen in Davis’ Straits, 
near two miles in length, and one-third 
as broad, whose rugged mountainous 
summits were reared with various spires 
to the height of more than a hundred 
feet, whilst their base must have reach- 
ed to the depth of a hundred and fifty 
yards, beneath the surface of the sea. 
Others, again, have been observed, 
po^i^sj^ssing an even surface, of five or 
six square miles in area, elevated thirty 
yards above the sea, and fairly run 
aground in water of ninety or a hun- 
dred fathoms in depth ; the weight of 
which, m^ist have been upwards of two 
thousand millions of tons !” 


“ Icebergs, though often dangerous 
neighbours, occasionally prove useful 
auxiliaries to the whale-fishers. Their 
situation, in a smooth sea, is very little 
affected by the wind : under the strong-* 
est gale, they are not perceptibly mo«» 
ved; but, on the contrary, have the 
appearance of advancing to windward, 
from every other description of ice 
moving so rapidly past their*, on ac- 
count of its finding less r^-sistance #om 
the water, in proportion as its depth 
beneath the Surface is diminished. 
From the iceberg’s firmness, it ofteu 
affords a stable mooring to a ship m 
strong adverse winds, or when a state 
of rest is required for the performance 
of the different operations attendant qii 
a successful fishery. The fisher like- 
wise avails himself of this quiescent 
property, when his ship is incommod- 
ed or rendered unmanageable by the 
accumulation of drift-ice around, whert 
his object is to gain a windward situa- 
tion more open, He gets under the 
lea of the iceberg, — the loose ice soop 
forces past the berg, — the ship remains 
nearly stationary. — and th'i wished-for 
effect seldom fails to result. Mooring 
to lofty icebergs is attended with con- 
siderable danger; being sometimes fine- 
ly balanced, they are apt^to be over- 
turned ; and whilst floating in a tide- 
way, should their base be arrested by 
the ground, their detrusion necessarily 
follows, attended with a thundering 
noise, and the crushing of every object 
they encounter in their descent. Thus 
have vessels been often staved, and 
sometimes wrecked, by the fall of their 
icy mooring. Men and boats are a 
weaker prey, — the vast waves alone 
occasioned by such events, at once 
overwhelming every smaller object, 
within a considerable distance of tjbte 
rolling mountain. 

All pure ice becomes exceedingly 
fragile towards the close of the whale- 
fishing season, when the temperate air 
thaws its surface. Bergs, on being 
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struck by an axe, for the purpose of 
placing a mooring anchor, have been 
Known to read asunder and precipitate 
the careless seamen into the yawning 
chasm, whilst occasionally the masses 
are hurled, apart, and fall in contrary 
directipns with a prodigious crush, 
burying boats and men in one com- 
mon ruin^ The awful effect produced 
by ,a solid mass many thousands of 
tons in weight, changing its situation 
with the velocity of a falling body, 
whereby its aspiring summit is in a 
moment buried in the ocean, can be 
more easily imagined than described I’* 
« The mass of ice lying between Old 
Greenland on the west, and the Rus- 
sian portion of Europe on the east, 
though varying considerably in parti- 
culars, yet has a general outline stri- 
kingly uniform. 

On the east coast of West Green- 
land, a remarkable alteration has, how- 
ever, taken place. That part extend- 
ing from the parallel of Iceland to 
Staten-Hook, was, before the fifteenth 
century, free of ice, and could always 
be approached in the summer season, 
without hinderance. After a consi- 
derable trade had been carried on be- 
tween Iceland and the Main for up- 
wards of 400 years, singular as it may 
l^>pear, of a sudden the polar ice ex- 
tended its usual limits, launched down 
by the land to the Southern Cape, land 
•o completely barricadoed the whole of 
the eastern coast, that it has not since 
been accessible* The fate of the 
wretched inhabitants is unknown; but 
they are generally supposed to have 
penshed from the want of their usual 
supplies, or from the increased cold- 
ness of their atmosphere. 

“ In various countries, changes of 
climate to a certain extent have oc- 
curred, within the limits of historical 
record ; these changes have been com- 
monly for the better, and have been 
considered as the effects of human in- 
dustry, in draining marshes and lakes, 


felling woods, and cultivating the 
earth : but here is an occurrence, the 
reverse of common experience, and con- 
cerning its causes I am not prepared to 
hazard any conjecture. 

** This icy barrier, at present, with 
each recurring spring, exhibits the fol- 
lowing general outline . — After doub- 
ling the southern promontory cf Green- 
land, it advances in a north-eabU rn di- 
rection along the east coast, enveloping 
Iceland as it proceeds, until it reaches 
John Mayne’s Island. Passing this 
island on the north-west, but frequent- 
ly enclosing it likewise, it then trends 
a little more to the eastward, and in- 
tersects the meridian of London in the 
7l8t or 72d degree of latitude. Ha- 
ving reached the longitude of 6, 8, or 
perhaps 10 degrees east, in the 73d or 
74th degree of north latitude, it sud- 
denly stretches to the north, sometimes 
proceeding on a meridian to the lati- 
tude of 80% at others forming a deep 
sinuosity, extending two or three de- 
grees to the northward, and then south- 
easterly to Cherry Island ; — which ha- 
ving passed, it assumes a direct course 
a little south of east, until it forms a 
junction with the Siberian or Nova 
Zemblan coast 

“ That remarkable promontory, 
formed by the sudden stretch of the 
ice to the north, constitutes the line of 
separation between the east or whale- 
fishing, and west or sealing ice of the 
fishers ; And the deep bay lying to the 
east of this point, invariably forms the 
only pervious track for proceeding to 
fishing latitudes northward. When 
the ice at the extremity of this bay 
occurs 80 strong and compact as to 
prevent the approach to the shores of 
Spitzbergen, and the advancg^OSrtb- 
ward beyond the latitude of 75° or 
76°, it is said to be a close season; 
and, on the contrary, it is called an 
open season, when an uninterrupted 
navigation extends along the western 
coast of Spitzbergen to Hackluyt’s 
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Headland. In an open seasony there- 
fore, a large channel of water lies be- 
tween the land and the ice, from 20 
to 50 leagues in breadth, extending to 
thc^ latitude of 79® or 80®, and gradu- 
ally approximating the coast, until it 
at length effects a coalition with the 
north-western extremity, by a semi- 
circular- head. When the continuity 
of the mass of ice, intervening between 
West Greenland and Nova Zembla, is 
thus interrupted in an open season^ 
the ice again makes its appearance on 
the south of Spitzbergen, proceeding 
from thence direct to Cherry Islaikd, 
and then eastward as before. 

“ Such is the general appearance of 
the margin or outline of the polar ice, 
which holds, with merely partial 
changes, for many successive seasons. 
This, outline, however, is necessarily 
more or less affected by storms and 
currents : their more than ordinary 
prevalence in any one direction, must 
cause some variety of aspect in parti- 
cular places, which becomes more espe- 
cially apparent in the vicinity of land, 
where its coasts afford marks by which 
to estimate the advance and retreat of 
the ice.^^ 

Mr Scoresby submift, moreover, a 
plan, by which it appears to him at 
least posable to reach the north pole 
by proewding over the*8urface of the 
icc. Without giving any positive opi- 
nion as to the practicability of this 
scheme, we must at least admit it to 
be highly ingenious, and being, per- 
haps, the first time thSt the idea was 
started, had probably a great effect in 
turning the public mind in this direc- 
tion. Mr Scoresby says, 

“ With regard to the probability of 
explo'-’^'.g the regions more immediate- 
ly in the vicinity of the pole than has 
yet been accomplished, or even of 
reaching the pole itself, — I anticipate, 
that without reference to the reason- 
ing on which the opinion is grounded, 
it might be deemedf the frenzied spe- 


culation of a disordered fancy. I flat- 
ter myself, however, that I shall be 
able to satisfy the Society, that the 
performance of a journey over a sur-* 
face of ice, from the north of Spits- 
bergen to the pole, is a project whkh 
mi^t be undertaken, with at least a 
probability of success. 

** It must be allowed, that many 
known difficulties would require to be 
8urmounted,-»many dangers to be en- 
countered,— and that some circum- 
stances might possibly occur, which 
would at once annul the success' of 
the undertaking. Of these classes of 
objections, the following strike me as 
being the most formidable, which, af-< 
ter briefly stating, I shall individually 
consider, in their order t 

** I. The difficulty of performing at 
journey of 1200 miles, 600 going and 
600 returning, over a surface of ice,— 
of procuring a sufficient conveyance, 
—and of carrying a necessary supply' 
of provisions and apparatus, as well iHs 
attendants. ' 

The difficulty may be cncreascd 
by 

(«•) Soft snow ; 

(6.) Want of the continuity 'of 
the ice ; . ^ ^ ' 

(c.) Rough ice; and * 

(c?.) Mountainous ice. | 

2. The difficulty of ascertaining 

the route, and especially of the rettii'il,; 
arising from the perpendicularity dr 
the magnetical needle. 7' 

3. Dangers to be appl-ehended^ 

(n.) From excessive cold ; • ^ 

(5.) From wild beasts. 

“ 4?. Impediments whidh would 
trate the scheme : . v ; 

(ff.) Mountainous laOd; ' 

( ) Expanse of Sea ; - * 

(c.) CoiiiitaUt doudy Atmosphere. 
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« T. It is evident that a journey of impossible that the return should be 
1200 miles, under the existing difficult effected on foot, with sledges for the 
ties, would be too arduous a task to provisions and apparatus, 
be undertaken and performed by hu- Soft snow would diminish the 

man exertions alone, but would re- speed, and augment the fatigue of the 
quire the assistance of some fleet qua- animal ; to avoid which, therefore, it 
drupeds, accustomed to the harness. would be necessary to set out by the 

Rein-deer, or dogs, appear to be the close of the month of April or the be- 
most appropriate. If the former could ginning of May ; or at least, som^- 
sustain a sea voyage, they might be time before the severity of the fri*st 
refreshed on the northern part of Spitz- should be too greatly relaxed, 
bergen, which affords their natural (i.) Want of continuity of the 

food. They could be yoked to sledges ice, would certainly occasion a trouble- 
framed of the lightest materials, adapt- some interruption ; it might neverthe- 
cd for the accommodation of the ad- less be overcome, by having the sledges 
venturers, and the conveyance of the adapted to answer thepurpose of boats[; 
requisites. The provisions for the ad- and it is to be expected, that although 
venturers, for compactness, might con- openings amidst the ice should occur, 
sist of portable soups, potted meats, yet a winding course might in general 
&c., and compressed lichen for the be pursued, so as to prevent any very 
rein-deer. The instruments and appa- great stoppage. 

ratus, might be in a great measure ‘‘ (<'*•) Many of the most prodigioiSs 
confined to indispcnsables, and those fields, are; entirely free from abrupt 
of the most portable kinds ; such as hummocks, from one extremity to the 
tents, defensive weapons, sextants, other, and field ice, as it appears in 
chronometers, magnetic needles, ther- general, would be easily passable, 
mometeis, See, “ (d,) The degree of interruption 

“As the rein-deer is, however, a de- from mountainous ice, would depend 
licate animal, difficult to guide, and on the quality of its surface. If, as is 
might be troublesome if thin or bro- most probable, it were smooth, and 
ken ice were required to be passed, — free from abrupt slopes, it would not 
dogs would seem in some respects to prevent the success of the expedition, 
be preferable. In either case, the ani- “ 2. The directs route would be 
mals must be procured from thecoun- pointed out, fi5r some part of^he way 
tries wherein they are tiained, and dri- at least, by the magnetic needle ; and 
vers would probably be required WMth when its pole should be directed to- 
them. The journey might be accele- wards the zenith, should that posi- 
rated, by expanding a sail to every fa- tion ever obtain, the sun would be the 
vourable breeze, at the same time, the only guide. OY, the position of the 
animals would be relieved from the op- true north being once ascertained, three 
pression of their draught. It would sledges on a line, at a convenient dis- 
appear from the reputed speed of the tance apart, might enable the leading 
rein-deer, that, under favourable cir- one to keep a direct course. A chro- 
cumstaiices, the journey might be ac- nometer would be an indisperisahle re- 
compiished even in a fortnight, allow- quisite, as the opportunity for lunar 
ing time for rest and accidental delays, observations could not be expected to 
It would require a month or six weeks occur sufficiently often. Were the 
with dogs, at a moderate speed ; and, pole gained, the bearing of the sun at 
in the event of the failure of these ani- the time of noon, by a chronometer 
mals on the journey^ it does not seem adjusted to the meridian of North-west 
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Spitzbergen, would afford a line of di- 
rection for the return ; and, the po- 
sition in regard to longitude (were the 
sun visible) could be corrected, at least 
twi^e a-day, as the latitude decreased. 
The degrees of longitude being so con- 
tracted, any required position would 
be pointed out by the watch, with the 
. greatest .precision. 

3. (a) Among the dangers to be 
apprehended, the coldness of the air 
stands prominent. As, however, the 
cold is not sensibly different, between 
the latitudes of 70® and 80^ with a 
strong north wind, it may be presu- 
med, that at the pole itself, it ^oufd 
be ver;^ little more oppressive than at 
the borders of the main ice, in the 81 st 
degree of north latitude, under a hard 
northerly gale ; and since this cold is 
supportable, that of the pole may be 


deemed so likewise. The injurious 
effects of the severity of the weather, 
might be avoided by a judicious choice 
of woollen clothing ; the external air 
being met by an outward garment of 
varnished silk, and the face defended 
by a mask, with eyes of glass. The 
exterior garihent would, at the same 
time, be water-proof, and thus capa- 
ble of shielding the body from acci« 
dental moisture. 

(^). The white bear is the only fe- 
rocious animal known to inhabit those 
regions, and he rarely makes an attack 
upon man. At any rate, he might be 
repulsed by any offensive weapon. 
And, as the prey of the bears is scarce 
in the most northern latitudes, they 
would not probably occur in any abun- 
dance.*' 




OCCASIONAL AND FUGITIVE 


POETRY 

WHICH APPEARED DURINCl THE YEAR. 


MONODY ON THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE. 

By Thomas Campbell^ Esq. 

Britons ! although our task is but to show 
The scenes and passions of fictitious woe. 

Think not we come this night without a part 
In that de^ sorrow of the public heart. 

Which like a shade hath darken’d every place. 

And moisten’d with a tear the manliest face. 

Ihe bell is«scarcely hush’d in Windsor’s piles. 

That toll’d a requiem through the solemn aisles. 

For her, the Royal Flower, low laid in dust. 

That was your fairest hope, your fondest trust. 

Unconscious of the doom, we dreamt, alas ! 

That e’en these walls, ere many months should pass, 
(Which but return sad accents for her now) 

Perhaps had witness’d her benignant brow. 

Cheer'd by the voice ye would have raised on high 
In bursts of British love and loyalty. 

But Britain, now thy Chief^ thy people, mourn. 

And Claremont’s home of love is left forlorn : 

There, where the happiest of the happy dwelt. 

The scutcheon glooms — and Royalty hath felt 
A grief that every bosom feels its own — 

The blessing of a father’s heart o’er thrown— 
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The rnost beloved and most devoted bride 
Torn from an agonized husband’s side. 

Who, long as Memory holds her seat, shall view 
That speechless, more than spoken, last adieu ! 
When the fix'd eye long look’d connubial faith. 
And beam’d affection in the trance of death. 

Sad was the pomp that yesternight beheld. 

As with the mourner’s heart the anthem swell’d. 
While torch succeeding torch illumed each high 
And banner’d arch of England’s chivalry — 

The rich-plumed canopy — the gorgeous pall — 
The sacred march— and sable-vested wall— 
These were not rites of inexpressive show. 

But hallow’d as the types of real woe. 

Daughter of England ! for a nation’s sighs, 

A nation’s heart went with thine obsequies ; 

And oft shall Time revert a look of grief 
On thine existence, beautiful and brief. 

Fair Spirit ! send thy blessing from above 
To realms where thou art canonized by love ; 
Give to a father’s, husband's bleeding mind. 

The peace that Angels lend to human kind ; — 

To us, who, in thy loved remembrance, feel 
A sorrowing, yet a soul-ennobling zeal, 

A loyalty that touches all the best 
And loftiest principles of England's breast - 
Still may thy name speak concord from the tomb. 
Still in the Muse’s breath thy memory bloom — 
They shall describe thy life, thy form po'irtray ; 
But all the love that mourns thee swept away 
*Tis not in language or expressive arts 
To paint— ye feel it, Britons, in your hearts. 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Gentle and mild, approaching Winter’s sway 
Comes on, divested of its wonted gloom : 

A darker pall descends on England’s day— 

The night of death— the winter of the tomb.— 

J’he fairest flow'r of England’s royal line. 
Untimely blasted, withers on its stem ! 

And mingled boughs of dark-leaved cypress twine 
Their fun'ral wreath, with England’s diadem. 
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Mourn, Isles of Britain ! Empire of the wave. 

In dust and ashes veil thy prostrate head ; 

Where are thy budding hopes ? To the dark grave 
Consign’d— the narrow chambers of the dead.— 

In vain, pF6ud City ! through your countless ways. 
Unnumber’d hands the feast of lights prepare. 

Lo ! for your*choral songs and festive blaze. 

The death-bell tolls — and fun’ral torches glare. 

Oh, bow’rs of Claremont ! in your princely halls 
The halcyon drearn of youthful love is o’er ; 

For ever silent — through your echoing wall% 

The voice of gladness shall resound no more. 

• 

Within those walls, where all the smiling train 
Of pure domestic bliss so late hath been. 

What gloomy shades of desolation reign 1 

What awful contrast marks the solemn scene I 

For buoyant hope, the silence of despair — 

Sad weeping mourner, for th* expecting crowd*^ 

A lifeless infant, for the promised heir— 

For jewell’d robes, the coffin and^the shroud. 

Pale, cold, and silent, on that narrow bier 

iSlie lies — so late in Jiealth and beauty’s glow ; 

Dear to all hearts — to one, alas ! how dear — 

What words can paint I Oh God I assuage his woe. 

Approach, unthinking Youth ! this awful scene 

Shall wean thy heart from earth and earthly trust — 
Shall eloquently teach, how frail and mean 
Are man’s designs — himself an heap of dust. 

ilow unavailing Youth, and Wealth, and Power, 
From Death's insatiate grasp his prey to save — 
How powerless to protract, for one short hour. 

The mortal stroke— the triumph of the Grave. 

Nor these alone — for Virtue’s lovelier plea 
Of Truth and Innocence alike was vain 
It was the Lord’s inscrutable decree — 

And where’s the arm that may His arm restrain ? 

Yea, ’twas His will, that she, whose early fate 
From every eye calls tender sorrows down. 

Should for immortal change her mortal state— 

, An earthly sceptre for a heavenly crown ! 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS, 


Spoken bp Mr Kemble to the Edinburgh Theatre^ on the 29lh March f 1817- 
Whi1*ten by Sir Walter Scott, Bart. 


As the worn war-horse, at the trumpet's sound, 
Erects his mane, and neighs, and paws the ground — 
Disdains the ease his generous lord assigns. 

And longs to rush on the embattled lines, 

So I, ypur plaudits ringing on my ear. 

Can scarce sustain to think our parting near ; 

To think my scenic hour for ever past, 

And that those valued plaudits are my last. 

Why should we part, while still some powers remain. 
That in your service strive not yet in vain ? 

Cannot high zeal the strength of youth supply, 

And sense of duty fire the fading eye : 

And all the wrongs of age remain subdued 
Beneath the burning glow of gratitude ? 

Ah, no ! the taper, wearing to its close. 

Oft for a space in fitful lustre glows ; 

But all too soon the transient gleam is past, 

It cannot be renew'd, and will not last ; 

Even duty, zeal, and gratitude, can wage 
But short-lived conflict with the frosts of age. 

Yes 1 it were poor, remembering what I was, 

To live a pensioner on your applause, 

To drain the dregs of your endurance dry. 

And take, as alms, the praise I once could buy. 

Till every sneering youth around inquires, 

“ Is this the man who once could please our sires !** 
And scorn assumes compassion's doubtful mien, 

To warn me off from the encumber'd scene. 

This must not be ; — and higher duties crave 
Some space between tjie theatre and grave ; 

1 hat, like the Roman in the Capitol, 

I nuiy adjust my mantle ere 1 fall ; 

My life’s brief act in public service flown, 

The last, the closing scene, musl be my own 
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Here, then, adieu ! while yet some well-graced parts 
May fix an ancient favourite in your hearts. 

Not quite to be forgotten, even when 
You look on better actors, younger men ; 

And if your bosoms own this kindly debt 
Of old remembrance, how shall mine forget — 

Oh how forget ! — how oft I hither came 
In anxious hope, how oft return'd with fame ! 

How oft around your circle this weak hand 
Has waved immortal Shakespeare’s magic wand. 

Till the fall burst of inspiration came, 

And I have felt, and yod have fann'd the flame ! 

By memory treasured, while her reign endufes. 

These hours must live — and all their charms are yours. 

• 

Oh favour'd land ! renown'd for arts a»d arms. 

For manly talent, and for female charms. 

Could this full blossom prompt the sinking line, 

What fervent benedictions now were mine 1 
But iny last part is play'd, my knell is rung, 

When e’en your praise falls faultering from my tongue ; 
And all that you can hear, or 1 can tell. 

Is — Friends and Patrons, bail, and fare you wei.l I 


ODE BY THOMAS CAMPBELL, Esq. 


lUciied after the Dinner on occasion of Mr Kemble*s Retirement from 

the Stage. 


Pride of the British stage, 

A long and last adieu 1 
Whose image broug^. th’ heroic age 
Reviv'd to.FancjPView. 


brou g ^.l 

^ancivv 

wi 


Like fields refrq^'d with dewy light. 
When the l^n smiles his last — 

Thy parting presence makes more bright 
Our memory of the past. 


And Memory conjures feelings up. 
That wine or music need not swell. 
As high we lift the festal cup. 

To « Kemble, Fare thee well." 
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His was the spell o'er hearts^ 

Which only Acting lends— 

The youngest of the sister Arts, 

Where all their beauty blends. 

For ill can Poetry express 

Full many a tone of thought sublime ; 

And Painting, mute and motionless. 

Steals but one glance from Time. 

But, by the mighty Actor brought. 

Illusion’s wedded triumphs ^ome — 

Verse ceases to be airy thougltt. 

And Sculpture to be dumb. 

Time may again revive, 

^ But ne^er efface the charm. 

When Cato spoke in him alive. 

Or Hotspur kindled warm* 

What soul was not resign’d entire 
To the deep sorrows of the Moor ? 

What English heart was not on fire. 

With him at Agincourt ? 

And yet a majesty possess’d 

His transport’s most impetuous tone. 

And to each passion of his breast 
The Graces gave their zone.^ 

High were the task — too high. 

Ye conscious bosoms here. 

In words to paint your memory 
Of Kemble and of Lear. 

But who forgets that white discrowned head. 

Those bursts of Reason's half-extinguish’d glare. 
Those tears upon Cordelia* s bosom shed, 

In doubt more touching than despairt 

If 'twas reality he felt — 

Had Shakspeare's self amidst you been. 

Friends, he had seen you melt. 

And triumph'd to have seen ? 

And there was many an hour 
Of blended kindred fame. 

When Siddons’s auxiiiar power, 

*And sister magic came. 



POETRY. 




Together at the Muse’s side 

Her tragic paragons had grown— 

They were the children of her pride. 

The columns of her throne. 

And undivided fhvour ran. 

From heart to hearty in their applause- 

Save for the •gallantry of Man» 

In lovelier Woman’s cause. 

Fair as some classic dome. 

Robust and richly graced. 

Your Kemble’s spirit was the home 
Of Genius and of Taste — 

• 

Taste, like the silent dial’s power. 

That, when supernal light is given. 

Can measure Inspiration’s hour. 

And tell its height in Heaven. 

At once ennobled and correct, 

His mind survej^d the Tragic page ; 

And what the Actor could effect. 

The Scholar could presage. 

These were his traits of worth— 

And must we lose them now ? 

And shall the scene no more shew forth 
His sternly-pleasing brow ? 

Alas ! the lyoral brings a^tear — 

*Tis all a transient hour below. 

And we, that would detain thee here. 
Ourselves as fleetly go. 

Yet shall our latest age 

This parting scene review— 

Pride of the British stage, 

A long and last adieu ! 
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TO THE SPIRIT OF KOSCIUSKO. 

Unnoticed shall the mighty fall ? 

Unwept and unlamented die ?— • 

Shall he^ whom bonds could not enthral. 

Who planned, who fought, who bled for all. 
Unconsecrated lie? 

Without a song, whose fervid strains 
Coul’d wake the blood of patriot veins 1— 

No I — thus it ne'er shall be : and fame 
Ordains to thee a brighter lot-; 

While earth — while hope endures, thy name. 
Pure — ^liigh — unchangeable — the same — 

Shall never be forgot ; 

*Tis shrined amid the holy throng ; 

'Tis woven in immortal song ! — 

Yes !— Canapbell of the deathless lay. 

The rapt adorer of the free, 

Has painted Warsaw's latest day, 

In colours that resist decay. 

In accents worthy Thee ; 

Thy bands on battle-field array'll. 

And in thy grasp the patriot blade i 

Though thou hast bade our world farewell. 
And left the blotted lands beneath, 

In purer, happier realms to dwell ; 

With Wallace, Washington, and Tell, 

Thou sharest the laurel wreathe — 

The Brutus of degenerate climes I 
A beacon-light to other times ! 


ON THE LATE MR HORNER, 


“ Monihus date lilia plcnuJ** 


If dying worth could consecrate the ground. 

Or dying Genius give a lasting name 
To scenes where its pure spirit breath'd around. 
To scenes that saw expire its soul of flame ; 

3 





How blest the spot, where Horner’s steps delay’d 
To seek for health beneath a milder skj. 

Where closed hiS €ye»6 tl^ion 4his world of shade, 
When Britain*s fondest hopes were doom’d to die! 

There Italy, the land of heroes, lies, 

And kindred frames are blended with the dust,' , 
That tasted freedom in their native- skies, 

And hated tyranny, and loved the just 

How soon has Heaven resumed the gift it gave,- 
As too aspiring for a longer stay, ^ 

To early excellence an early grave : 

Mis powers were not intended to decay : 

• 

His was a mind to sacred virtue dear — • ' 

A soul that, spurning far each crooked avt, ‘ ' 
With learning deep, with love of honouTr cle^r, ‘ 
Shew’d the directness of a noble heart : * ' 

Form’d still the Patriot’^ glory to command, 

To lighten wisdom in its loftiest dome. 

To throw a lustre on. his native land,- 
To be the sunshine of his native home. 

Full many an eye that watch’d his bright career, ' 
Along the path where perfect honour lies, 

Was dinim’d with sorrow as it left the sphere ; 

For who shall tell the loss when HoR^^ER dies ! 

Departed ncjvv to join the glorious few, 

Where all the great of every age are met, 

Hearts to their country’s good for ever true. 

The iights»of other worlds that never set. 

Oh I fain would he whose hand attempts to twine 
A with’ring garland for his honour'd grave, 

To real hards the lofty theme resign, 

And mourn in silence o’er the print they gave. 

Full many a sun has tinged those mould’ring tow’rs. 
Since first th’ abode of liberty they rose; 

And often shall they soothe the wanderer’s hours, 
Before the evening of their glory close : 

There glides the Arno in Etrurian pride, 

By Pisa’s walls, wheri lia^Piiing toTlie sea^ 

There, too, shj^lF Memory o'dr his'tomb provide, 

To point to all \vhat stdte^rde^^h&^hi to 
Abcrdci^UyM Mnrch\in\7. 

VOL. X. part I. 
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SONNET. 

On receimng the Scenes qflnfancyfrom a Lady. 

Departed patriot of the Border land, 

Leyden, I love thy animated lay. 

That sweird, though mouldering fast into decay, 

The magic harp of ancient Teviot*s strand ; 

Which, tuned to harmony at thy command. 

Flings its^wild notes by glen and flowery brae. 

Then sweeps along the wold, and dies av/ay 
In solemn cadence by the breezes fann’d. 

But O ! if e'er I loved these strains of thine, 

I love them more that thou'rt forever gone 
To worship at a pure and heavenly shrine ; 

Yet more I love them, being the gift of one 
Tp me a friend, of all friends most sincere, 

And dearer even than thy Aurelia dear ! 

H. 


VERSES 

hecited at the anniversary of burns, 
January ^ 1917 . , 


O FOR that heart-subduing strain, 

'That rang o'er thy lamented bier, 

Glencairn ! the generous and the good, 

For thou wast to our poet dear ! 

Had friends been all as thee — sincere. 

And sever’d only by the tomb, 

This night might not have claim'd a tear 
Of anguish, for his wayward doom ! 

O for those bold and trancing tones. 

That thrill’d each passion’s inmost cell ! 

Obedient to their potent power, 

For I have tale of woe to tell ; 

Although a deeper requiem fell. 

What time his cold green turf was spread ! 

Yet deeper sorrow shall not swell, 

Beside his dark and narrow bed. 
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Yes I I have tale of woe to tell, 

With nature^s ruth immix’d, unshared : 

Ah Scotland ! why, with alien look, 

Didst thou behold thy native bard? 

When poison^ shafts assailed him hard^ 

Wing’d on tlie chilling blasts of fate, 

Why coldlyjingcr’d that regar<4 

Which came at last, but came too late? 

Why from his plough, on fallow-field. 

Didst thou seduce the peasant boy. 

As crafty fowler lures his prey, ^ • 

With bribes, and smiles but to destroy ? 

There, long he might have lived in joy. 

And sung among his*blithe compeers, 

Of home-delights that never cloy, 

And all that humble life endears. 

Who, in the meteor gleam of wealth, 

Or rank, or fashion, may confide ? 

Fie on the glare of polislfd life. 

With all its selfishness and pilde ! 

Give me the cottage-ingle side — 

Sincerity still lingers there ; 

And Truth, with Reason for its guide. 

Around the lowly hearth repair. 

Peace to the cottage evening-fire, 

Blazing so merrily and clear. 

When ancient tale and song go round, 

Of wizaill-spcll, or deed of weir ! 

O let us ever mind, that here 

Our bard in Fancy's school was bred ; 

And saw h^r airy form appear. 

To bind the holly round his head. 

# ^ • 

How glow’d his youthful spirit then ! 

The pulses of his heart beat high. 

For new was life, and love, and hope, 

And nature to his ardent eye. 

He saw her workings in the sky. 

When Winter spread its pall of gloom. 

When Spring laugh’d through a dewy eye, 

Or Autumn shed its yellow bloom. 

Like sunny smiles before the storm, 

These days of transient rapture end. 

And wants and woes, in lengthening train, 

Whereeer he turn’d his steps attend : 
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Ah ! why was then no helping hand 
Stretch'd forth to succour and to save. 

Till kindred nations vainly blend 

Their griefs o’er an untimely grave ? 

Land of our fathers ! bleak and stern. 

Who now shall raise the patriot lay, 

And sing on thy romantic hills, 

The glories of thine early day ? 

Thy Doric harp hangs in decay, 

Unheeded, on the elder-tree ; 

Its master naQuldering in the clay, 

Who waked its wildest minstrelsy 1 

J. G. 


VERSES 

ON BURNS'S PUNCH-BOWL. 


Written ’extern pore, at the house of R — 15 — , Esq. by one of the Gentlemen pre- 
sent, when BiTiiNs’s Punch-Bowl (after dinner,) was introduced, full primed with 
excellent whisky-toddy. 


Tiiou bonie, tosh, wee, modest bowl. 

When wayward fate would dare to scou], 

How aft thou’s cheer’d Burns’ drooping soul. 

When prim'd wi' nappy, 
Round him and thee care then might growl. 

But he was happy. 

Though death, felonious, snatch’d away 
The richest gem frae Scotia's lay ; 

And left thee fatherless to stray 

'Mang deeps and shallows. 
End now thy woes, thou's found thy way 

'Mang honest fallows. 

For here's mysel, a funny loun ; 

And there’s my jovial neighbour B— n ; 

A better chiel to our Auld Town 

V Ne'er came before, 

He's drawn us round thee,— >now we'll drown 

A’ care— encore ! 
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Sae fill the glassi but e’er we pree. 

Round this dear relict reverently. 

Well brighten Scotland’s downcast e'e, 

For sair she mourns, 
And toast thy honoured memory, 

Immortal Bvkiss I 


TO 

GEORGE CHALMERS, Esq. 

The Possessor of a Table and Wine-Glasses which belonged to Thomson the PoeU 
By John Tayloh, Esq. 


Friend Chalmers, lis a noble treat 
At Thomson's hallowed board to meet — 

’ The bard of Nature's sphere — 

The bard who, long as ages roll. 

And nature animates the whole. 

Taste, virtue will revere. 

*Tis surely form’d of Britain’s oak, 

That bears her thunder's dreadful stroke 
O'er all her subject main ; — 

For, lo ! * Britannia’s sacred laws, 

And * Libefty's congenial cause. 

Inspired his patriot strain. 

Not Arthur’s, with his knights around, 

By fond tradition long renown’d. 

Should equal thine in fame. 

Nor that where plates the Trojans ate, 

Portentous of a happier fate, . 

Though graced with Virgil’s name. 

The poet’s goblets, too, are thine— 

With votive bumpers let them shine. 

In Thomson’s praise to ring, 

Whose Works, through Summer’s parching glow, 
Sear’d Autumn, Winter's blighting snow. 

Win bloom in endless Spring. 


Poems by Thomson. 
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THE MOSLEM BRIDAL SONG. 

From the Italian. 

There is a radiance in the sky, 

A flush of gold, and purple dye. 

Night lingers in the west, the sun 
Floats on the sea. — The day’s begun. 

The wave slow swelling to the shore 
Gleams on the green like silver ore ; 

The gro;e, the cloud, the mountain’s brow. 
Are burning in the crimson glow' ; 

Yet all is silence, — till the gale 
Shakes its rich pinions from the vale. 

It is a lovely hour, — though heaven 
Had ne^cr to man his partner given. 

That thing of beauty, fatal, fair. 

Bright, fickle — child of flame and air ; 

Yet such an hour, such skies above. 

Such earth below, had taught him Love. 

But there are sounds along the gale 
Not murmurs of the grot or vale — 

Yet wild, yet sw^eet, as ever stole 
To soothe the twilight wanderer’s soul. 

It comes from yonder jasmine bower. 

From yonder mosque’s enamell'd tower. 

From yonder harem’s roof of gold. 

From yonder castle’s haughty hold : 

Oh strain of witchery ! whoe’er 
That heard thee, felt not joy was near ^ 

My soul shall in the grave be dim. 

Ere it forgets that bridal hymn. 

’Twas such a morn, ’twas such a tone 
That woke me visions I are you gone ? 

The flutes breathe nigh, — the portals now 
Pour out the train, white veil'd, like snow 
Upon its mountain summit spread. 

In splendour beyond man’s rude tread ; 

And o’er their pomp, emerging far 
The bride, like morning’s virgin star. 

And soon along the eve may swim 
The chorus of the bridal liymn ; 

Again the bright procession move 
To take the last, sweet veil from Love. 

Then speed tliee on, thou glorious sun / 

Swift rise, — swift set,— be bright— and done. ' 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE. 

SlR^ 

^Herewith I send yoi^an original Poem, by Lord Byron, taken from the 
>‘^ilver-mounting of a goblet made out of a human skull, found at Newstead.* 

J. T. 


Start not ! nor dream my spirit fled ; 

In me behold the onl5r skull 
From which (unlike a living head) 
Whatever flows is never dull. 

I lived — I loved — I quaff’d, like thee : 

I died,— let earth my bones resign ; 

Fill up ! thou canst not injure me, — 

The worm hath fouler lips than thine. 

Better to hold the sparkling grape, 

Than nurse the earth-vvbrnfs slimy breed ; 
And circle in the goblet’s shape 
The drink of gods, than reptiles feed. 

Where’er niy wit perchance hath shone 
In aid of others, let me shine ; 

And whAi, alas ! our brains are gone, 
What nobler substitute than wine ? 

Quaff whilst thou canst, another race 
(When thou and thine, like me, are sped,) 
May rescue thee from death’s embrace. 
And rhyme and revel with the dead. 

Why not ? since through life’s little day, 
Our heads should sad effect produce ; — 
Redeem’d, from worms and wasting clay. 
This chance is thine to be of use. 


* On digging near the Abbey, for the purpose of making a cold-bath, several hu-*- 
man skulls were found, two or three of them in a very perfect state ; one of these his 
Ibrdship formed the horrid idea of having fitted up as a goblet, which was filled with 
ale, and hapd^d about to his guests after their cheese 1 
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EPISTLE 

TO THE 

EMPEROR OF CHINA.' 

Bv Dr John Wojlcot, {Olim Peter Pindar, Esq.) 

Retur/jiing with the blush of shame 
For England’s darken’d sun of “fame. 

How sadly will this tale in history sound ? 

Forced like poor prisoners to submit. 

Sublime ambassadors and suite — 

Penned like poor cattle that are driven to pound! 

Forced at Tunkoo to pass a night, 

Without one candle's glimmering light ; 

Squeez'd in a dreary dungeon cheek by jowl ; 
Without a chair, without a bed 
To rest the weary, sleepy head ; 

Resembling prisoners in the old Black Hole 1 

Watch’d as they wander’d through the land, 
(Quang Tagin, leader of the band,) 

Just like a pack of hounds, towards Pekin ; 
Yin-Tagin, a sharp overseer. 

Deputed to bring up the rear. 

Marching in quality of whipper-in.” 

An empty purse — a string of stones — 

What gifts from the great throne of thrones ! 

Fie, Kia King ! how shabbily this looks I 
Our Prince, in loftiness of soul. 

Will bid them in the kennel roll. 

Or fling them to his chimney-sweeps or cooks ! 

Had our ambassadors, indeed. 

Vouchsafed on floors to knock the head, 

(A crouch they scorn’d, the nose sublimely bearing,) 
Courtiers had said — Our ample ship 
Has made a pretty trading trip, 

And for a paltry sprat obtaiiiM a herring.*’ 

Pall-Mall will howl, poor Windsor mourn, 
Dreaming of presents in return. 
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Loading th' Alceste as deep as she could swim ; 

So cramm’d with treasures of the East, 

From stem to stern with bag and chest, 

The straddling tars could scarcely wag a limb. 

Thou never didst vouchsafe, perhaps, 

To cast thine eye sublime on maps ; 

And therefore, fancying thyself all-mighty. 

Hast treated us with pompous scorn — 

Beneath thy notice, beggars born. 

No better than the folks of Otaheite ! 

Know, should old England’s genius froVn, 

Her thunder soon would shake thy crown. 
Reduce thee from an ^agle to a wren. 

Thine high imperial pride to gall. 

Force thee to leap the Chinese wall, 

To feed on horse with Tartar tribes again. 

Insulted by a Chinese crew, 

Thou knowest what one ship dared do, 

Which, blazing, seem’d to emulate Algiers ; 

Which, for Old England’s glory fired, , 

Blew, with a patriot rage inspired. 

Walls, guns, and lanterns, all about their cars. 

Reflect, what Britons can perform ; 

Of France, who faced the hostile storm, 

(France that on realms had fix’d her tiger pats) : 
Then chain’d, his ruthless rage to mock, 
Napoleyn to a barren rock — 

By all deserted but his neighbour rats. 

’Tils no\jf full time to close th’ Epistle ; 

Thy pride may bid the Bard go whistle. 

Though thank’d by monarchs for his flattering lays : 
Kings are ambitious of rny song ; 

But, mark, thou successor of Kien Long, 

First mend thy manners, ere thou gain’st my praise. 
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EPILOGUE TO TOUCHSTONE. 

SPOKEN BY MRS ALSOP. 

(^Singing without,) 

On ! what will become of me? 

Oh ! what will I do ? 

Nobody coming to marry me, — 

Nobody coming to woo ! 

(^Enterbtg.) 

Now, ladies ! is our poet's usage fair. 

To baulk us thus, and laugh at our despair? 

To let the w^orld in me an arrant flirt see. 

Who pops the question as she bobs a . curtsey. 

Could he not catch in his satiric net 
Our kindred animal, a male coquet ? 

Are they so scarce ? Pray, ladies, look around. 

Scarce ? Bless 'em, no — I'm sure they here abound. 
Oh! ye y^emendous host of lad 3 '^-kil!ers ! 

Ye oglers, whisperers, waltzers, and quadrillers ! 

Who, doubtless, think our sighs and sad mishaps. 

So many feathers in your coxcomb caps. 

You think I am blind perhaps — that may be true — 

But I've rny quizzing-glass as well as you. 

There enters one, would any heart entice ; 

Dear youth ! who make your conquest at half-price. 
Fluttering the benches through each neighbouring box, 
Then, lolling, trim his hj^acinthian locks. 

AVo'nt »ir, take Miss Bcckey off the shelf? 

Oh no ! You're wedded to your owm sweet self? 

And you, ye fair, how perilous ^mur cases. 

Who meet their fierce assault of lobby graces. 

Yet hear these sounds each ray of hope bedimming— 

A d — n'd good house — but very few fine wotnen !" 
Nay, some like pictures, shifted for a light. 

Are seen through half the town in one short night. 

O'er their fond victims glance, and disappear, 

Rob some poor poet of his listeners here, 

Then at the opera, crowding the last cranny. 

Obscure Mozart, and rival Don Giovanni. 

Soon they may scorn us for a novel fury. 

And Talma's pic nics desolate old Drury. 

Speed ye, sweet souls ! — my tongue 1 now must guafd. 
To beg a word for Plaj^er, and for Bard. 

We live, you say, in a degenerate age ; 

We toil, you cry, for a degenerate stage. — 



AdieU) ye bards ! whose wit for ages thrives^ 

Ye Garricks — Barrys — Abingdons, and Clives ! 

Our Poet, for himself, the charge will own. 

And mourns, with Comedy, her vacant throne. 

Yet while unfriended, she must needs give place 
To each adventurous alien from her race, 

Let critics grant some share of their applause, 

To a weak straggler in the good old cause. 

The happier skill of happier days to learn, 

Let me too hope — degenerate in my turn, 

Yet proud, while you with generous eye implore me. 
To do but half my mother did before me. 


THE LEGEND OF DUNBAR. 

Loud Patrick from his home lies far, 

And the death-bird screams over old Dunbar : 
His hound has forgotten his native land ; 

His war-horse stoops to another hand ; 

No traveller treads that lonely way. 

Save the palmer from Cheviot's mountains grey. 
And that pale musing wand’rer sighs, 

With blighted cheek, and hollow eyes. 

As on his pilgrim-staff reposed 
He leans beside the church-yard bound, 

Gazing on many a mossy mound. 

O'er gentle hearts for ever closed. 

He loves u{?on that turf to rest, 

Yet there is in his lonely breast 
No relic of love hallow’d days. 

Such as in sweet remembrance stays. 

Like summer flow'rs that softly breathe. 

Though time has shrunk the rosy wreath. ' 

The fountain of his joy is dried, 

And the rich channel it supplied 
Is now a chasm dark and deep, 

Where weeds and baleful serpents creep. 

A mourner sits in the roofless aisle 
Of old Dunbar s forsaken pile ; 

Where, stretch'd uponliis shield of pride, 

A warrior's form lies sanctified ; 

^ With upraised palms together prest. 

Signing his hope of holy rest. 
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Lady V* the Palmer said, and frowned, 
Thy locks are smooth and jet-black yet, 
Thine eyes for lovers* lamps are fit. 

Why sitt'st thou on this lonely mound ?*' 

On that fair lady’s face awhile. 

Dwelt such a chill and changeless smile. 

As parts the pale lips of tlie dead. 

When life, but not its look, is fled- 

** I have seen royal banners bow’d. 

And now the wild fox hides her young. 
Where nobld Patrick’s trophies hung. 

While wine-cups cheer’d his vassal crowd, 

** He lies forgot — yet there is one 
Who would not blame a secret sigh. 

From pomp and mirthful pageants now. 

To grace his long past obsequy ! 

The pages of his bier are gone, 

The banner and the pall are roll’d 
They gave him here a silent stone. 

And deem'd the tale of mourning told. 

They urge the feast, the dance, the race, 
To wear that printless tale away — 

I only see his vacant place. 

And grieve at even grief’s decay. 

O, who would smile on living worth ? 

The noblest is remember’d not ; 

O, who shall welcome honour’s birth. 

When honour^s self lies here forgot ! 

But, Palmer, thou hast hoary hair, 

And many a year of brooding care 
Has sunk thy cheek, and dim’d thine eye. 
Tell, then, if aught beneath the sky, 

Is happiness, which man may share 

Lowly the Palmer bent his knee — 

Thy thoughts are earthly things above. 
Yet happiness on earth may be. 

And aged men teach the mystery. 

It has the eye and voice of love, 

But walks and dwells with charity. 
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Love has a tongue which dare not praise^ 
But language in its silence dwells— 

Love has an eye that cannot gaze, 

Yet with a glance its secret tells. 

The lip, the cheek, have rnagic speech, 

A blush may plead — a smile persuade ; 
But hearts al^e dumb, and none can teach 
The rebel tongue to lend them aid. 

And charity, from mortal sight. 

Retires its busy glance to shun ; 

She walks in shadow, but has light 
From him whose eye is in the sun. 

* • 

She loves the valley, and her rest 
Is the world-wearied heart’s recess ; 

And once, when man was Eden’s quest. 

He knew, and call’d her happiness.** . 

Smiling, the lady stoop’d to fill 
Her maple cup at Deva’s rill. 

“ Palmer ! (she cried,) the widow’s cruise 
Yields not the spicy purple juice ; 

Yet take this draught — a boon so small 
She weeps to give — but gives thee all.'"' 

Softly she smiled, and meekly spoke, — 
Why shook the Palmer as he quaff’d. 

From hands so fair the gentle draught ; 
With liftecl eye and loosen’d cloak. 

Back from his shining armour thrown ? 

The red light of the fading west. 

Seem’d on feis shrivell’d brow to rest. 

Like glory on a broken throne. 

Fair lady, thou hast taught me well 
How happiness on earth may dwell.— 

It is when bending by the grave 
Of him w ho stung my trusting heart. 

And rent away its dearest part, 

I learn to bless, forgive, and save 1 

Thou know’st me now ; but never yet 
Did hate the cup of peace repay : 

A dagger’s hilt would ill befit 

The hand which thus on thine I lay. 
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'* I loved thee when no '^e bat mine 
Upon thy virgin beauty dvBselt,-— 

I loved thee— for no heart birt thine 
A captive's silent sorrows felt, 

** Thy husband wronged met — I am he 
Whose vengeance- laid thy banners low ; 

But never to a nobler foe 

Did holy earth give sepulchre. 

They said thy monarch's heart was chilL — 

But, la,dy ! look on mine, tfnd learn. 

How deep beneath a frozen hill 
A never-dying dame may burn. 

** Fair Agnes ! Iceland springs are soft, — 

The sun in polar climes is bright, — 

And love’s own gentle planet oft 
Beams fairest in the wintry night. 

♦ 

Lady I yon pale round moon shall wane. 

Ere with his piJgrim-staft' again 

A palmer at thy gate shall stand. — 

Then fill the goblet to the brim, 

The taper and the hearth-fire trim : 

Thy boon may bless a monarch's hand. 

Turn, mourner, to thy home, and prove 
Kings vanquish noble foes by love.” 

Ere the new moon's silver horn was bow'd> 

The lady sat in her castle proud. 

High in her hall a goblet shone. 

Of the onyx pale and the purple stone ; 

And its base was a gem, so pure and bright. 

It seem’d an orb of golden light. 

The heart- worn pilgrim's sorrows sank 
Whene'er of that precious cup he drank. — 

But he who would its sweetness prove. 

This legend on its brim may see. 

If his eye and tongue are true to love, 

And his heart and hand to charity. 

« « 
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SONNET TO 

There^ on the streamlet’s bank — her grassy bed—* 
In careless posture, loosely robed, she lies ; 

One lily arm thrown circling o'er her eyes. 

And one, the downy pillow to her head. 

Her silken hair, in wavy ringlets shed, • * 

Half veils her red cheek from the burning skies ; 
And on her thin-robed bosom softly dies 
The murmuring breeze in odorous gardens bred. 

O sweet and beautiful the dreams must be, 

That visit such a frame when sleep has sealed 
Its mortal sense, and left the immortal free ! 

Yet visions more divine thou canst not see. 

Than the real bliss, to mortal- sense revealed. 
That raps my soul while gazing thus on thee. 

Kmigsbcrg, July 25, 1817. 


• STANZAS. 

While thou at eventide art roaming 
Along the elm-o*ershadow'd walk, — 

While past the eddying stream is foaming. 
And falling down, — a cataract, — 

Where I to thee was wont to talk, * 
Think thou upon the days gone by. 

And heave a sigh ! 

When sails the moon above the mountains. 
And cloudless skies are purely blue. 

And sparkle in the light the fountains. 

And darker frowns the lonely yew, — 

Then be thou melancholy too. 

When pausing on the hours I proved 
With thee, beloved ! 
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When wakes the dawn upon thy dwellings 
And lingering shadows disappear ; 

As soft the woodland songs are swelling 
A choral anthem on thine ear ; 

A^use — for that hour to thought is dear^ 

And then its flight remembrance wings 
To by-past things. 

< 

To me through every season dearest ; 

In every scene, — by day, by night, 

Thou present to my mind appearest, 

A quenchless star, for ever bright, — 
lyjy solftary, sole delight, — 

Alone, in wood, by shore, at sea, 

I think of thee I 


CARLISLE YETTS. 

White was the rose in his gay bonnet. 

As he faulded me in his broached plaidie ; 

His hand whilk clasped the truth of luve, 

O it was aye in battle readie ! 

His lang lang hair in yellow liahks 
Waved o’er his cheeks sae sweet and ruddic ; 
But now they wave o’er Carlisle yetts * 

In dripping ringlets clotting bloodie. 

My father’s blood’s in that flower tap. 

My brother’s in that hare-bell blossom ; 

This white rose was steep’d in my luve’s blood. 
An’ I’ll ay wear it in my bosom. 

When I first cam by merry Carlisle, 

Was ne’er a town sae sweetly seeming ; 

The white rose flaunted o’er the wall. 

The thistled banners iar were streaming ! 

When I cam next by merry Carlisle, 

O, sad sad seem’d the town, an’ eerie ! 

The auld auld men cam out and wept— 

“ O maiden, come ye to seek yerc dearie ?” 
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There's ae drap of bluid atween my breasts. 

An* twa in my links o* hair so yellow : 

The tane I'll ne'er wash, and the tither ne'er kame^ 
But I'll sit and pray aneath the willow. 

Wae wae upon that cruel hbart, 

Wae wae upon that hand sae bludie. 

Which feasts in our richest Scottish bluid. 

And make& sae mony a doleful widow ! 


THE 

BARD^s FAREWELL TO HIS BROKEN LUTE. 

Alas, for thee ! abandon'd Lute 1 * 

"i'hy voice is husli’d — thy chords are mute. 

Yet ’mid thy silver strings. 

Zephyr in sportive mazes playing. 

The fleeting melody delaying. 

Still waves his airy wings ; 

And as their light touch jjjibrates o'er 
The dulcet chords so sweet before. 

They breathe a tender sigh. 

Plaintive as Mem’ry fondly heaves. 

When tracing o'er her sybil-leaves 
She dwells on scenes gone by. 

• 

'Tis but a sigh !— thy notes are dead ; . 

The magic of thy sound is fled. 

And, rear'd by early woe. 

The heart that bade these notes awake. 

The heart that loved them,— could it break. 

Were hush'd for ever now! 

The touch of an untutor'd hand, ^ 

The stroke of time — which none withstand, 

Have raarr'd thy tuneful sound ; 

But o'er thy Minstrel's hapless fate 
Time presses with a deadlier weight 
And bows him to the ground ! 

The soul of song" that warm'd his lay 
Fades, as the rosy light of day 
Sinks into evening gloom ; 

Day's slumbering light may wake again, 

. But nought shall w^ake the dying strain 
That echoes from the tomb ! 

VOL. X. part 1, 2a, 
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!► * 

Welcome that tomb !~its dark recess 
Is peaceful in its loneliness 

There anguish cannot groan^ 

There all the ties that bind the.souU 
Love's tenderest bonds of soft control^ 

Are brokexv^likq thine own ! 


THE FRIENDS' FAREWELL. 

The day is fading ftom the sky. 

And soft the twilight breathes 
Its^ balmy and luxuriant sigh 
Through summer’s blushing wreaths : 
That sigh is Hope's desponding knell ; 

Its every murmur sounus — Farewell 

The days that late so kindly sped, 

Are as a vision/pnss’d ; 

The hours they number’d all are fled. 
Too bright — toci^gay to last ! 

And fond remembrance traces o'er 
Each scene that we behold no more. 

Our friends around our cottage hearth. 
In fancy’s eye are seen ; 

We trace on the retentive earth. 

The steps where they have been : 

A shrub, a flower, nof cull’d in vain. 

Recalls them to our minds again. 

There is a pensive pure delight 

In friendship's warm regret 

For those wno beam'd upon our sight ; 

^ Like suns that cloudless set. 

Which cheer'd with heart-enlivening ray 
Young Pleasure's brief but happy day. 

Sweet is the memory of that time 
When joy and mirth were ours ; 

When Peace and Pleasure lov'd to twine 
Their mingled wreath of flowers. 

Say, Did the garland bloom in vain ? 

Or, will its sweets revive again ? 
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The brighter shines resplendent day 
The da^er evening seems ; 

And morning’s sunbeams break their way 
Though clouds abate their gleams ; 

But still we hail the jocund lights 
Nor think upon approaching night. 


And wheif the summer’s gentle dew 
Falls on the lonely flower. 

E’en as it trembles to the view 
Within its greenwood bower— 
"*We^resage, from its tender ray, 

The dawning of the brighter day ! 


CROOKBARROW HILL, 

WoKCESTERSHIHE, 

Accounted the largest Barrow in Etigland. 

Tomb of the mighty brave ! sublime afar, 

Rear’d by the chiefs of elder days. 

When the stern Piet and Briton rush’d to war, 

Glory’s proud cenotaph not vain essays. 

What though unknown the hero’s name. 

Deathless his fame i 
• 

Temple of God ! fair nature’s shrine. 

With holy awe is seen the labour'd mound- 
immortal is tfle great design ; 

Successive verdure crowns the ground ! 

Amid the landscape lifts its conic form. 

The scatter’d lightning’s blaze, and winter’s liowling storm. 

Repose is thine, eternal as the world ! 

The warring elements, the wreck of time. 

The earthquake shock that ruin hurl’d — 

Still thou art seen in years sublime. 

Ages around thee undistinguish’d lie, 

But thou, preserved by heaven, art sacred in the sky. 
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THE COUNTRY SURGEON. 


Agricolam laudai 

Sub gain cantum consultor uhi ostia pulsal. 


Luckless is he, whom hard fates urge on 
To practise as a country surgeon — 

To drag a heavy galling chain. 

The slave of all for paltry gain — 

To ride, regardless of all weather. 

Through frost, and snow, and hail together — 
To smile and bow when sick and tired, 
Consider'd as a servant birred. 

At every quarter of the compass, 

A surly patient makes a rumpus. 

Because he is not seen the first, 

(For each man thinks his case the worst.) 
And oft at two points diametric, 

Call’d to a business obstetric. 

There lies a man with broken limb, 

A lady here with nervous whim, 

Who, at the acme of her fever, 

Calls him a savage if he leave her. 

For days and nights in some lone cottage 
Condemn’d to live on crusts and pottage, 

To kick his heels, and spin his brains. 
Waiting, forsooth, for labour’s pains ; 

And that job over, happy he. 

If he squeeze out a guinea fee. ♦ 

Then worn like culprit on the wheel, 

He sits him down to hasty meal ; 

He sits ! when, lo ! a patient comes, ' 

With rotten tooth and putrid gums : 

The doctor takes his dentist tools. 

Fixes the screw, and tugs and pulls ; 

His dinner cold, his hands this mess in, 

All for a shilling or a blessing. 

Now comes'the night, with toil opprest. 

He seeks his bed in hope of rest : 

Vain hope, his slumbers are no more, 

Loud sounds the knocker at the door, 

A farmer’s wife, at ten miles distance, 
Groaning, calls out for hfe assistance : 
Fretting and fuming in the dark, 

He in the tinder strikes a spark. 

And, as he yawning heaves his breeches. 
Envies his neighbour bless’d with riches. 
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ELEGY 

TO THE MEMORY OF JOHN LOWE, 

Author of the pathetic and popular Ballad, “ Mary’s Dream.” 


:John l ^we wai bom at Kenmure, in Galloway, in the year 1750 ; he now lies buried near 
FTeffericks burgh, Virginia, under the shade of two palm-trees ; •but not a stone is there on 
which to write, Mary, weep no more for me .” — See Cromck's Remaim of NUhtdale and 
GnUotvay Song,] 


«Far distant retiring^ the Muse folds her pinions^ 

Attuning her lyre to the dictates of woe ; 

Far distant from Scotia’s enlighten’d dominions. 

She mourns the sad fate of her favourite Lowe. 

The wild-flow’rs are faded that deck’d the sage mountain 
On which he delighted at morning to pore. 

And sing to the Naiads that guarded the fountain. 

Who weep for thine absence, sweet bard of Kenmore. 

The banks of Rapp’hanock his cold clay’s immuring, 

And thither she wanders in sorrow to weep j 

Though clouds of oblivion his worth are obscuring. 

The sparks of his genius O never shall sleep. 

• 

Beneath the tall pine-tree majestic ascending, 

Where youthful Vertumnus implanted his store ; 

Where blooms the wide climber, its claspers e:ttending, 

She found the lone grave of the bard of Kenmore. 

Now low on the grave-sward, dejectedly musing. 

The Genius of Fancy reclines with her lyre ; 

Far distant her wailing the mock-bird’s diffusing. 

And Echo* responsive the Dryads inspire ; 

Who pause from their sporting, and pensively ponder. 

And sigh with the zephyrs that undulate o'er ; 

Who oft hear the feeling, as thither they wander. 

Breathe, Peace to thine ashes, sweet bard of Kenmore—” 

And those that are love-lorn, and strangers to gladncijs. 

By smooth-flowing Ken, or the niurinuring Dee; 

Who seek from their lute-strings a balm for theif sadness, 
fihall find it in breathing a requiem for thee. ^ 
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And, Airds, as thy beauties are genially blooming. 
Amidst thy recesses shall Pity deplore. 

That mute is her minstrel, with grief unassuming, 

V^iile Memory reveres him as bard of Kenmore. 

A. Kynk, 


TO THE PRIMROSE. 

By John Maynb. 

By murm’ring Nith, my native stream, 

I've hail’d thee with the"* morning’s beam — 
Woo’d thee among the falls of Clyde, 

On Leven's banks, on Kelvin side ; 

And now, on Hanwell's flow’ry plain, 

I welcome thy return again ! 

At Hanwell ! where romantic views. 

And sylvan scenes, invite the Muse ; 

And where, lest erring man should stray. 
Truth’s blameless teacher leads the way. 

Lorn tenant of the peaceful glade. 

Emblem of virtue in the shade. 

Rearing thy head to brave the storm, 

'fhaf would thine innocence deform. 

Of all the flow’rs that greet the spring. 

Of all the flow’rs the seasons bring. 

To me, while doom’d to linger here. 

The. lowly Primrose shall be dear. 

Sprung like a Primrose in the wild. 

Short, like the Primrose, Marion smil’d — 
The Spring, that gave her blossoms birth. 
Tore them for ever from the earth ! 

Nor left, ah me ! one bud behind 
To tranquillijie a parent’s mind. 

Save that sweet bud that strews the way. 
Blest Hope, to an eternal May. 

Lorn tenant of the peaceful glade. 
Emblem of virtue in the shade 1 
Pure as the blossoms on yon thorn — 
Spotless as her for whom we mourn ! 

Of all the flow’rs that greet the spring. 

Of all the flow’rs the seasons bring. 

To me, while doom’d to Huger here*, 

TJio lowly Primrose shall be dear. 
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SONNET, 

By James Edmeston. 

Sorrow turns the red rose white. 

And cliastens the flame of the wildest eye. 

Quenches the beaming smile of ligh.t. 

And swells the bosom with many a sigh : 

Sorrow saddens the summer song. 

And bids the notes more softly flow. 

Slowly and ladenly along. 

In mellow'd tones of woe. 

Yet lovelier far is the cheek of Grief, 

From Sorrow’s pencil pale ; 

And lovelier far is the song of Grief, 

That moans like the mountain-gale ; 

Than the brightest glance that joy hath darted 
From the light of the brightest eye ; 

Than the gayest song of th;^ merry-hearted. 
When Mirth sat laughing by. 

Hackney, 


SONNET, 

«)N VIEWING THE GRAVE OF CHURCHILL, AT HOVER. 

By Arthur Brooke. 

Churchill I although thy misdirected song 
Sought but the plaudits of a transient fame ; 
Wasting the rich glow of a Ireaven-born flame 

In the vile conflict with a clamorous throng ; 

Yet to thy shade these honours shall belong — 

The Muse has graced thee with a poet's name, 

And it shall still be thine ; and that proud claim 

Hallow thy grave these mouldering heaps among. 

Princes shall perish — kings must be forgot, 

( Save where in lasting shame some tyrant lies ) ; 

But in the tomb, whate’er its earthly lot. 

Genius exults — the poet never dies ! 

* Still shall sonic answering hearts in homage bow. 

Though o’er the humblest turf, — as mine does now. 


END OF PART I. 
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TRIALS AND LAW PROCEEDINGS. 

STATE TRIALS. 


Cashman, Hooper and Otiieks, 

FOR Stealing Fire-Arms du- 
ring TiiK Spa-Fields Riot. 

Old Hailey i Monday, Jan. 20. 

John Cashman, John Hooper, Rich. 
Gamble, William Gurniel, and John 
Carpenter, were brought to the bar, 
and ^tood indicted capitally for bur- 
glariously breaking am? entering the 
d-welling house of W. A. Beckwith, in 
the day time ( some persons being there- 
in), and with stealing therefrom fire- 
arms amounting to 200/. and upwards, 
his property, on the 2d of Decem- 
ber. 

The jury were then charged, and 
the prisoners were put on their trial. 

Mr Bollard having stated the indict- 
ment, 

Mr Gurney proceeded to address 
the jury, and to describe the circum- 
stances under which the prisoners stood 
<;har^d. He described the arrival of 
, ^he mob in front of Mr Bcckwith^s 
shop, in Skinner-street, on Monday, 


December 2d, acting under the orders 
and directions of leaders. Cashman, 
Gamble, Gunnel, and Carpenter, he 
described as having taken an activepart 
in breaking into Mr Beckwith’s shop, 
and taking from thence the arms de- 
scribed in the indictment, and he said 
he should prove, by satisfactory evi- 
dence, that Hooper was present on 
that occasion, armed, and directing and 
abetting the other robbers by whom 
the house had been assailed ; and he 
should farther prove, that he was not 
only present there, but had accompa- 
nied the mob from Spa-fields to Mr 
Beckwith's house, and from thence to 
the Royal Exchange, where he was se- 
cured. Having entered into some far- 
ther details of the outrages which were 
committed on the 2d December, and 
in which the prisoners were actively 
employed, he proceeded to call evi- 
dence to prove the case. 

Mr Beckwith was ^-st called ; he 
stated that he lived in the parish of St 
Sepulchre ; that lie was a eun-maker ; 
that on the 2d December last he went 
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frr»ni home, leaving a considcrablequan- 
tity of trims and pis oh in his windows 
and shop ; he returned at three in the 
afternoon, and found his shop in a very 
demolished state. The windows of the 
shop were broken, and the frames also, 
and from 150 to 200 guns, and about 
100 pair of pistols, powder,^ shot char- 
ges, 8cc, had been stolen. The value 
of the whole of the articles was 1 S ll/. 
13s. 6d. 

J. Roberts, apprentice to Mr Beck- 
with. — On the 2d of December, about 
twenty minutes after twelve, a young 
man, supposed to be young Watson, 
came to his master’s shop. About a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, a mob 
of 400 or .500 came, and said thty 
would have the young man out of the 
house. Some person broke the cast 
side window with a stick ; the glass 
was broken first, and then the frames. 
They then put their hands in, and came 
into the shop, and took the guns out. 
Witness saw the prisoner, Cashman, 
in the shop, taking from the drawer 
some shot charges ; he also look out 
about twelve guns, and distributed 
them amongsi the mob. He gave them 
out to them at the door. Witness 
thought that Gunnel was the man who 
broke the east window, but he would 
not take it on him to swear it. 

G.Lydyard is a hair-dresseron Snow 
Hill. — On the morning of 2d Dcccm* 
ber he heard the report of a pistol, and 
he went into Mr Beckwitli’s shop. At 
first there were about ten persons be- 
fore the door, snd shortly after a mob 
of 200 ; — they carried a flag, upon 
which was written “Justice.” They 
seemed to ask for their leader, but 
they did not say who he was. There 
was a person in a diayman’s dress, who 
broke one window with a stick, and 
another man, dres^^ed as a sailor, broke 

the window op the east side On the 

windows being broken, the pistols were 
taken by boys, and the guns by men. 
Five or six men mailed into the shop, 


and began to seize upon the arms in 
the glass-cases. The shop was almost 
entirely rifled. In the coure of the 
plunder of the shop, saw the prisoner 
Cashman there ; lie had hold of Grif- 
fin, a person who was in the shop, and 
who had just returned, having gone for 
hand-ciifl's for the man who was in cus- 
tody. Saw Cashman go into the count- 
ing-house and take out arms tv\icc, as 
many as he could carry. He threw 
them out to the mob. — Gamble 
opposite the shop, before the windows 
were broke ; he was close to the east 
window. He then had no gun nor any 
thing else in his hand. Saw him short- 
ly after with a gun. 

C. Griffin lives in Skinner-street, 
Snow Hill. On the 2d December went 
into Mr Beckwith’s shop ; first thing 
I saw was Wordll,an officer, sea^'ching 
a man who had sliot Mr Platt. WeiTu 
after some haiid-culFs ; returned in ten 
minutes ; found a mob at the ourside of 
the shop; the shop was then safe. Soon 
after some windows were broken by a 
drayman, with a kind of broomstick. 
Gunnel was the man. After the win- 
dow was broke, in came Hooper and 
Cashman ; they came from a flag which 
the mob had. Saw the flag as I went 
for the hand-cufis in Hooper’s hand in 
the Old Bailey. Was laid hold of by 
Hooper on his coming into the shop. 
Cashman came and asked what was the 
matter? He collared me also, and a 
third man came up, but who the third 
man was I cannot tell. When Hooper 
came in 1 had hold of the handle of 
the door, they pulled it open. Hooper, 
before he came from the standard, 
cried out, “ Follow me I follow me !” 
upon that the rush at the door was 
made. Did not think the window 
would have been broken but for this. 
Hooper pulled out a pistol from un- . 
der his coat and pointed at me, saying 
“ 1 can do that as well as you,' ' 1 ha- 
ving taken up a blunderbuss. ^ ^ 

J. Dynaii is a boot-maker, Snow 
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Hill. Saw Cashman bringing out some 
fowling-pieces from the shop, four in 
number ; he came out with them in 
his arms, and gave them to the people 
at the door ; he saw Carpenter in the 
middle of the mob, with two pistols in 
his hand. . 

J. Middleton is a whole-sale station- 
er in S1<.inner- street. On the 2d De- 
cember, saw a number ot persons pass 
dowfi to Mr Beckwith's house ; 1 re- 
cognized Hooper most certainly'. He 
was conversing with a man that car- 
ried the flag, and 1 think he took the 
flag. My opinion was, that he was^li- 
recting the mob. He had a pistol, and 
a cockade in his hat, and the flag was 
tri-coloured, 

J. Page, a drayman, was in War- 
wick-laiie with his dray about two on 
the ckiy of the riot. The witness knows 
'^Gunnel, and saw him that day in New*- 
gate- street ; he had a gun in his hand, 
and was with a great number of peo- 
ple going to Cheapside, preceded by a 
flag. 

D. Cartwright, police officer, was at 
the Royal Exchange on the day of the 
mob, and assisted in taking Cashman. 
When he (witness) got the gun into 
his hand, he found that it was load- 
ed, and said to Ca-ihman, “ Why, there 
is something in this to which Cash- 
man replied, “ 'i'herc* is certainly, I 
'brought it with me to kill or be kill- 
ed.*' This witness produced the gun 
which Cashman had when taken. 

Mr Alley, on behalf ol* the prison- 
ers, now addressed the Court, and sub- 
mitted, that the present indictment 
could not be maintained. That the 
crime of which, from the evidence, there 
was proof against the prisoners, was 
one of a much greater magnitude than 
that for which the indictment had been 
hud. It was th .t of high treason, in 
levying war against the King, of which 
•the^*iony for which they were now 
•^larged appeared one of the overt acts. 
It was evident that it was not for the 


pu»-poseof plunder the mob had collect- 
ed — the causa lucri was not apparent. 

Mr Justice Park. — That is for the 
jury to decide. 

Mr Alley, in continuation, obser- 
ved, that the prisoners were deprived, 
by the present mode of indictment, of 
the advantages which they might have 
if accused of high treason, for in that 
they would have the benefit of challen- 
ging 35 jurors, and counsel would be 
heard in their defence. — The very con- 
nection which had been established be- 
tween the taking of the arms and the 
assemblage at Spa-fields was sufficient 
to shew that treason, not plunder, was 
the object, and therefore, he submitted 
to the Court, the prisoners ought to 
hare been indicted for high treason, 
not for the felony. 

Mr Curwood followed on the same 
side. 

Mr Justice Park said, the Court 
w'ere of opinion, that there was no 
foundation for the objection. There 
was a question which had been fairly 
brought for the decision of the Jury 
— whether certain acts had been com- 
mitted by the prisoners or not. 

The prisoners being called upon for 
their defence, all denied any mischie- 
vous intention, or the commission of 
any act of violence. 

Mr Justice Park proceeded to sum 
up the evidence. The offence imputed 
to the prisoners, viz. that of entering 
the dweWing-house of Mr Beckwith, 
and stealing arms, was made capital by 
the statute of William the Third. It 
was not necessary that all the prison- 
ers should have entered the house ; if 
they were aiding and abetting, that 
was sufficient to institute the offence 
with which they were charged. 

Just as he had finished, the Lord 
Mayor introduced Griffin, who stated 
that it was Cashm^iP, not Hooper, 
who had presented the pistol at him. 

Mr Justice Park censured Griffin 
fur his former inaccuracy. 
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The jury, at five minutes past four, 
retired ; and at twenty-three past six 
returned, finding Cashman Guilty, and 
the other four Not guilty. 

On the following day, Jenkin, Rich- 
ard, and Simmons, were found guilty, 
and William Matthews, and John Han- 
son, guilty of Simple Larceny. 

James Watson the elder, was in- 
dicted for cutting and maiming, but as 
this was found to have taken place in 
the course of a scuffle, the charge was 
departed from. 

After the trials, James Watson the 
elder, James Watson the younger, 
John Hooper, Thomas Preston, and 
Thomas Cashman, were apprehended 
afresh, and indicted on a charge of 
conspiracy and riot. The charge was 
afterwards extended to High Treason, 
and the result will be seen in the fol- 
lowing trial. 


James Watson tjje Elder, for 
High Treason. 

Court of Kin^s Bench, Monday, Juned. 

The indictment contained four counts. 
1. Compassing and imagining to put 
the King to death ; 2. Compassing and 
imagining to depose the King : 3. 
Levying war ; 4. Conspiring to levy 
war against the King, in order to com- 
pel him to change his measures. 

The Attorney General explained the 
law of treapon, and enumerated the se- 
ries of overt acts as they will appear 
in the evidence. He concluded : 1 shall 
call a great many winesses, but only to 
the most important facts appertaining 
to the various transactions, A witness, 
who was privy to the conspiracy, is 
subject to this. He must be consider- 
ed to have been an accomplice. So he 
was beyond all doubt, but the law ad- 
mits his testimony ; and beyond all 
doubt he is a competent witne^s, if 
confirmed by others. But perhaps, 
though unconfirmed, the law, in many 


cases, though it docs not declare him 
incompetent, yet it would be too much 
to say a reliance should be put upon 
his testimony, in capital cases like this, 
where the life of a fellow subject is at 
stake. But say, nevertheless, that with- 
out this evidence of an accomplice be- 
ing allowed here, as cogent and strong 
evidence against the prisoner, you will 
say there is cogent and strong evidence 
against the prisoner of overt acts of 
treason upon this indictment. But I 
know I shall confirm this winiess up- 
on many circumstances, of the foun- 
dation for which there is no doubt.— 
The other persons who were accompli- 
ces with him in what he did will be so 
strongly corroborated by other evi- 
dence, there will be hardly any point 
in which he will not be confirmed by 
persons who were not accomplices^ and 
who were ignorant as to what those 
circumstances led, until we came to in- 
quire into them, and they confirmed 
this man in all that was necessary to 
the case. All doubt will now be re- 
moved, by which 1 shall have made out 
a case from these transactions in sup- 
port of the indictment, namely, con- 
spiring and imagining the death of the 
king, intending to depose the king, 
also levying war for the purpose of de- 
posing his majesty. 

In a trial, which lasted seven days, 
it is obviously impossible to introduce, 
more than the most important evidence. 

Thomas Storer, a printer, in Fetter- 
lane, deposed, that he knew the prisoner. 
He remembered seeing him on Wed- 
nesday, 6th Novemberlast, at his house. 
He then presented a paper to the wit- 
ness to be printed by the following 
evening. It purported to be a Memo- 
rial to the Prince Regent, to be distri- 
buted at a public meeting. Witness 
told him, that the time was so short it 
could not be done. Prisoner read part 
of it to him, namely, that the lanv’ was 
to be divided into parishes, and the 
rental to be distributed among the 



STATE TRIALS. 


people. The meeting was to take 
place on the following day, at the 
Carlisle public house in Shoreditch. 

Vincent George Dowling was at the 
Spafields meeting on the 15th of No- 
vember. — Witness saw a flag at the 
meeting, which was exhibited from the 
window of the Merlin’? cave. It was 
a tri-cgloiired flag, formed of green, 
white, and red ribands, with an in- 
scription on it. Some of the words 
were, Justice, Humanity, and Truth. 

, Hunt proposed an adjournment to the 
first day of the meeting of parliament. 
The younger Watson proposed, as^an 
amendment, that it should be Monday 
fortnight. The crowd was there from 
one o’clock till near five. Witness saw 
an advertisement, which announced the 
intended meeting. — Mr Copley ob- 
serve^d, the manuscript was not produ- 
«'ced, therefore the printed copy could 
not be given in evidence, but was over- 
ruled by Lord Ellenborough ; it was 
then read. It commenced in these 
words : — << England expects every man 
to do his duty,” and was signed by 
Dyall and Preston. — Witness saw si- 
milar placards on the walls. He went 
to the Spafields meeting on the 2d of 
December, about elev 4 'n o’clock. He 
saw a tri-coloured flag, and another, 
with the inscription, — “ The brave sol- 
diers are our friends, t«eat them kind- 
. ly.’' Some of the persons assembled 
wore tri-coloured cockades. The cen- 
tre of attraction seemed to be a wag- 
gon, into which several people ascend- 
ed. There was considerable confu- 
sion. After some time, Watson mount- 
ed the waggon, and waved his hand 
for silence. Young Watson and Hoop- 
er were in the waggon, and sulv^e- 
qiiently, he saw Preston in it. Wit- 
ness produced his short- hand note ta- 
ken on the spot, which he said v\as as 
correct as he could possibly take it 
^inid^» the circumstances : he admitted 
U'«t he might be mistaken in a word, 
Jioni the iiijconvcnieiiues to which he 


was exposed in the crowd ; he had 
made a transcript, which he handed to 
the Court, reading the speech of the 
prisoner from his original notes. Wiien 
the elder Watson had concluded, as the 
witness thought rather abruptly, and 
as if he had been interrupted, Watson, 
junior, came forward and harangued 
the multitude. Of this speech the 
witness also read the note he had ta- 
ken. When Watson, junior, had con- 
cluded, he jumped down from the wag- 
gon, seizing one of the tri-colouredflags, 
and went out of the field at the head of 
the mob : all who were in the wag- 
gon left it at the same moment. The 
witness did not notice whether the el- 
derWatson jumped down at that time ; 
as far as he observed, all who were in 
the waggon followed young Watson. 
He believed that Hooper and the 
younger Watson had tri-coloured 
cockades in their hats, but as to the 
latter he was not certain. He thought 
that the flag young Watson took in hia 
hand was the larger one : the witness 
followed the crowd towards Coppice- 
row ; at the corner of Coppice-row he 
saw Mr Stafford, chief clerk of Bow- 
strcet-office, who endeavoured, with 
otherassistance,to impede the progress 
of the mob ; he thought that at that 
time the flag had changed hands, and 
was in the custody of a man in a sail- 
or’s jacket. The crowd rushed on 
down Coppice-row, but the witness 
saw the elder Watson standing at the 
corner, near a public house : the wit- 
ness went back to inform the magi- 
strates, on hearing the exclamations 
from the crowd, of Come to the 
Tower,” or, ** to the Lord Mayor.” 
He saw one man with a short sword, 
and another, as he believed, with a 
pistol, or something like one. The 
witness returned to a house beyond 
the Merlin’s^Cave, and went into the 
City to see what w as^oing there. Af- 
ter returning from the crowd which 
went down Coppice-row, the witness 
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aaw the elder Watson with another 
part of the crowd, going the same way 
with the former division, but not with 
the same rapidity. The witness after- 
wards went to the Minories, passing 
Mr Beckwith* 8 house in Skinner-street, 
which was much demolished. He came 
up with the mob in the Minories ; 
he found Mr Brandon’s and Mr Ray's 
houses partially demolished : they 
were gun-smiths. In the front of the 
shop of the former he saw some mus- 
kets and pikes piled, and a long gun 
that looked like a duck gun. He met 
the mob coming up the Minories, some 
armed, and others unarmed ; they had 
guns, swords, pistols, dirks, and other 
weapons, with a small piece of ord- 
nance upon wheels : it was drawn by 
two sailors ; some were charging their 
pieces, and some were discharging them 
in the air. He continued with the mob 
until the arrival of the horse-guards, 
in about ten minutes ; some crying, 
but he could not tell who, To Spa- 
fields." He returned to Spalields af- 
ter the dispersion of the mob by the 
horse-guards ; and when he arrived 
there, he found still a numerous meet- 
ing assembled. 

Mr John Stafford, chief clerk of 
Bow-street. — On the December 
last, a great concourse of people had 
assembled in Spafields. Knew there 
was to be a meeting. Had been at the 
former meeting on the 15th November. 
Then Hunt and others addressed the 
populace from the window of the Mer- 
lin’s Cave. Saw a flag displayed close 
to the house, of three colours, green, 
white, and red. Could not make out 
the whole inscription that day. Saw 
“ Nature,**-— Justice," — Truth,** 
and some other words. Did not hear 
the motion of adjournment. A great 
many police officers were in attendance 
expecting the business to begin about 
one o’clock at tlil^ Merlin’s Cave. Ar- 
rived there about half-past twelve ; 
found a great number of persons col- 


lected, and in the low^er part of the 
field there was a great concourse of 
persons round a waggon, from which 
the horses had been taken. Two flags 
were in the waggon, one of them he 
had seen at the preceding meeting, 
and took down the words exactly. 
^Mr Hobler, clerk to the Lord May- 
or's Court, who had the flag in his 
custody, produced it ; the inscription 
was, Nature to feed the hungry,-— 
Truth to protect the oppressed, — and 
Justice to punish crimes."^ — There 
was another flag in the waggon of the 
same colours, but without inscription, 
and a banner in* the centre. A young 
man was addressing the populace, a'nd 
Watson senior stood close to him, ra- 
ther behind. He tlioiiglit that round 
the waggon there were some thousands 
of persons. Heard many words f)f the 
young man’s speech, but made no me- 
morandums: he spoke loud, and the 
mob cheered frequently : the speech 
seemed to consist chiefly of interroga- 
tories, the mob gave answers every now 
and then, “ no, no," and yes, yes," 
with huzzaing, &c, then quitted the 
spot, and proceeded towards Coppice- 
row, leaving the young man speak- 
ing. Shortly -after, heard a greater 
noise than usual proceeding from that 
spot ; was about fifty or sixty yards 
off, turned his* head, and saw all in 
the act of jumping down from the 
waggon, the flags and the banner were 
removed. The mob moved towards 
the corner of Coppice-row : the flags 
moved in the same direction. A small 
part of the populace preceded the 
flags : when the flags approached he 
looked round for assistance, but saw 
iKjtfie ; rushed forward and seized the 
flag without an inscription. Endea- 
voured to break the pole, but was un- 
able ; however he got the flag under 
bis feet, and then Limbrick, the ofii- 
cer, came to bis aid; struggle^ for 
some time, but at last the flag was'*/-'^^ 
scued, a small slip of the green remain- 
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ing in his hand. At the instant he 
was driven from the flag saw Limbrick 
contending with a man who had the 
frame ; jumped upon and broke a part 
of it, which he used as a weapon of 
defence. Limbrick pulled out the in- 
scription, and another officer took the 
rest of the frame. This*struggle ob- 
structed •the mob a little, but after- 
wards they rushed on in a direct line 
towards Skinner-street. 

Sir James Shaw examined by the So- 
Itcitiii:c£i»*''*^ral. — Rccollec ed the 2d 
of December last. Was at the Royal 
Exchange, about half past twelve. 
Saw the mob in Cornhill ; the Lord 
Mayor ^ind himself went in pursuit. 
Saw them at the Royal Exchange. 
Intercepted them in Threadneedle- 
street. Saw several persons, and a flag 
of threj? colours upon a long pole Per- 
eVived no arms. Seized the flag and 
pole. Believes the flag produced in 
Court to be it. Delivered it with the 
prisoners to the master at Lloyd’s. 
Thinks there were three inscriptions 
on the flag. After his relurii, heard 
the report of a gun, and saw a musket 
taken from a man. To the centre of 
the Excliange heard two shots. The 
mob dispersed after the flag was taken. 
Heard two guns fired under the door 
of the Royal Exchange. The Lord 
Mayor had directed tlicifi to be shut. 
Seyefal persons seized were then in the 
Royal Exchange with them. 

Cross-examined by Mr Copley. — 
Did not see any effects of the two shots 
fired : cannot say whether there was 
any thing more than powder. Went 
about twelve o’clock to the Mansion- 
house. Immediately proceeded to meet 
the mob. There were the Lord Mayor 
and himself, a Mr White, and two con- 
stables, It was earlier than the con- 
stables were ordered to attend, and 
found only three constables at Guild- 
hall; i*iien they went, there were alto- 
, eight persons ; had no arms, 

hirst saw the mob in Cornhill, past 


the front of the Exchange. Went 
through the south to the north gate, 
and met the mob between the north 
gate and the old Stock Exchange, pro-* 
ceeding towards the Bank. When first 
met, they dispersed ; and for the time 
made no resistance. Some struggle was 
made to retain the colours. No per- 
sonal alarm was felt by any of the par- 
ty. Preparations were made to pre- 
vent riot previously to the 2d of De- 
cember. Has no recollection of any 
thing on the 15th November. All 
magistrates knew of the intended meet- 
ing on the 2d December ; and officers 
had intimation of it. Saw many hand- 
bills : this was two or three days be- 
fore the meeting. Before the gates 
were re- opened, set off in pursuit of the 
rioters so far as Leadenhail-street, and 
learned that they were completely dis- 
persed : we then returned. Did not 
for a minute think they were to attack 
the Exchange. 

By the Solicitor-General,— —The 
guns were discharged after the colours 
were taken, and tlie mob dispersed. 

By Mr Wethcrell. There were 

none hurt. Saw no traces of a shot. 
Neither of the three poles produced 
were the one seized. 

John Hall, Esq. by Mr Richard- 
son. — 1 am a merchant in London, 
and Sheriff of Essex ; live in the Cir- 
cus, Minories : saw the mob 2d of 
December. Having heard of the ap- 
proach oft the mob, 1 went to Mr 
Rea’s shop, which I assisted in shut- 
ting, in consequence of the affray at 
Mr Beckwith’s. While I was so oc- 
cupied, the mob arrived at Brander 
and Pott’s. I advised to shut up the 
shop. They attacked the windows and 
door of the shop with pickaxes and 
but-ends of mubkets. I saw one of 
the mob make his way in through an 
aperture effected above the door, a 
faii-light. In the meaff time the shut- 
ters were broken away. I saw them 
remove arms, guns, and swords, from 
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the shop, and give them out to the po* 
pulace. Those on the outside were 
loading and filing oft' in the air a kind 
of feu dc joi(\ I proceeded to the 
Tower for astJistance, w^hich was refu- 
sed. I then returned with the view 
of marking some of those who might 
be the heads of the mob. They had 
broken the front window, and attacked 
Mr Houston’s dour, over Rea’s shop, 
and made a passage through. It 
might be at Iea>t ten minutes before it 
was broken through. They placed a 
brass field-piece opposite to the door ; 
it appeared loaded up to the brim, as 
I judged, from something like wadding 
seen hanging at the mouth of it. They 
rushed in, plundered* and delivered 
arms to those without ; saw none of 
the persons since ; but yesterday in 
Court, the features of Thistlewood 
struck me as those of one of those I 
observed in the mob. The only doubt 
on my mind arises from the whiskers 
and eye-brows, which appeared of a 
lighter colour ; he wore a great coat 
closely buttoned : He had no weapon. 
I saw none of the other pri-oiiers. 
They delivered their arms before the 
soldiers appeared. 

Charles Meyell, one of the horse- pa- 
trole belonging to Bow-street, swore 
to taking the prisoner into custody, 
near Highgate, with a pistol in his 
possession, and upon searching him 
found some papers. The pistol being 
now put in his hand, he s^aid it was 
the same he took from the prisoner ; 
he also identified tome of the papers. 

The papers were then put in, and 
read by Mr Barlow ; the first was in 
this form and in these words. 

Commit. P. S. 

Sir F. Burdett Mr G. J. Evans 

Lord Cochrane H. Hunt, Esq. 

Mr A. Thistlewood Mr Hardy 

Mr J. Watson Mr R. O'Connor 

Mr Gale Jnius^" Mr Blankford. 

Jyli'pr Caitw right 


The next paper was in these terms ; 

Westmr. Rd. 

Form three divis. 

Collect and meet at Lon. Br. Pro- 
ceed to the Old Man. 

Lond. Rd. 

Form three div. Collect numbers, 
and go on where will be met and be led 
to the Old Man. 

Padgton. To proceed to St. Gs. 
Barricade. Proceed to Hlb. Br. Bar- 
ricade. Branch oft* to T. B. 

1. St Giles’s: broad pay.*^^of .Hol- 
born bars ; Chancery-lane. 

.. 'A Carey-street, Temple-bar. 

3. Theobald’s-road, Gray’s-inn-lane ; 
Elm-street. 

4. St John’s-street, Old-street-road. 

5. Whitechapel. 

G. Tower. 

7. 

8. T. L. R. 

John Castles, examined by Mr Gur- 
ney. He first became acquainted with 
the prisoner in October la^t, at a so- 
ciety of Spenceans, meeting at the 
Cock in Grafton-street. At the first 
interview Watson told him, that he 
had a plan for subverting the govern- 
ment, with a few steady fellows. In 
consequence of this intimation, the 
witness entered into the project ; and 
having met vith the two Watsons, 
Preston, Hooper, Thistlewood,* the 
two Evanses, Harrison, and some 
others, they went among the public- 
houses and found many out of employ, 
and some said they would rather die 
any how than be starved to death. 
This report induced Thistlewood and 
him to go again ; they found them at 
the public-houses, and told them that 
probably they should soon want them 
for a job. Upon asking how many 
could be got together in a short time, 
they were told that five or six hundred 
could be procured. From then4<*they 
called at the public-houses in 
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street, which the soldiers frequent who 
are on duty at the theatre ; they saw 
eight or ten, and gave them some beer ; 
they inquired how they were used by 
their officers, and what their pay was ? 
From thence they went to Vinegar- 
yard, to the house frequented by those 
who were at Drury-lane J there they 
had the ‘Same conversation. Some of 
the soldiers spoke with violence against 
the government^ for soldiers being dis- 
charged without pensions after the 
w ^Thiv ^Lwood gave the witness two 
three shilling pieces, and directed him 
to go to all the houses, and collect aa 
many people as he could. The next 
day, Tly^tlewood, Watson, and Har- 
rison met him, to talk how they could 
collect all the force possible ; he and 
Thistlewood went to the Fox under 
the Hjll, a public house under the 
Adelphi, by the water side, frequented 
by those who work on the 'I'hamcs ; 
they talked with those they found out 
of employ, and enquired how many 
men they could furnish for a job ; they 
they were told fifty or sixty ; the wit- 
ness went to several other public houses 
to find people out of employ, and he 
was told if he found one more violent 
than others to take his jiame and ad- 
dress, and communicate it to Thistle- 
wood ; an appointment was made in 
Greystokc-place for Fritkiy following, 
at eleven ; he got there precise to time, 
but there was nobody in the house ; 
in coming away he met Thistlewood, 
and they went back ; Watson had not 
come with the key, but he soon after 
arrived, and they went into the house ; 
soon after young Watson arrived ; he 
announced that he and Thistlewood 
had inspected the barracks to see how 
they could best be fired, but there was 
no mode of getting the people toge- 
ther. The pike-head was produced— 
Thistlewood said it was a famous wea- 


pon, acd said he would have 250 made. 
AU-lSe committee was there but Har- 


rison. The witness reported that he 


and Watson had also inspected the bar- 
racks, to see how all the avenues might 
be fired at once— that there were six 
avenues to King-street barracks, and 
only two to Portman-street barracks. 
Watson was desired to calculate how 
much combustibles it would take to 
fire all the avenues at the same time, 
and they appointed the next Sunday 
for a general meeting of the commit- 
tee, at eleven, to arrange the whole 
plan. They met on the next Sunday ; 
in the mean time, he had ordered 250 
pike-heads of Bentley, and paid him 
10.9. in advance. Thistlewood said he 
had inquired where handles were to be 
got, and they might be obtained some 
place behind the King^s Bench. The 
next Sunday they all met, and a box 
was fetched down stairs for a seat, for 
there were neither chairs nor tables in 
the house ; the house was searched, to 
see that no one was concealed, and 
they began their deliberations. This- 
tlewood produced a map of London — 
first the roads were marked out to the 
places of attack. They were arranged 
where every man was to take his sta- 
tion as generals ; the committee were 
all generals. Dr Watson proposed 
Thistlevvoodtobe commander-in-chief, 
as he found all the money. They were 
to be armed with pikes and different 
other weapons, whatever they could 
get. Watson the cider was to set fire 
to the Portman-street barracks ; the 
materials M^ith which fire was to be set 
to the barracks was talked of — pitch, 
tar, rosin, turpentine, spirits of wine, 
sulphur, See. The thing was to be 
done by attacking and setting fire to 
the barracks at every avenue, at one 
o'clock in the morning. All the per- 
sons met in the streets were to be stop-r 
ped. Gentlemen's carriages were to 
be stopped, the horses taken from 
them, and mounted by men who were 
to act as cavalry. Afi^r this, witness 
was to join the elder Watson at the top 
of Oxford-road, near the Park, after 
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having seen tliat none escaped from 
the burning of the barracks. Harrison 
was also to join there with the two 
pieces of artillery ; a volley was to be 
fired to shew that tliey had got the 
guns ; this was the signal of their ha- 
ving got the guns. Some pikemeii 
W’cre to be left at Hyde- park gate to 
protect the guns. They were then to 
proceed to Park- lane — to bairicade the 
avenues to the Park, Portman-street, 
and all the entrances in that quarter, 
to prevent any cavalry coming in that 
might be out of quarters. Tliey were 
then to go on to the Picadilly gate, 
(witness means the turnpike gate at 
the corner of Hyde Park, Picadilly ;) 
that gate was to be chained and bar- 
ricaded, and a party was to be left 
there to fire on any horse that might 
come from the country — then to pro- 
ceed to Chai iiig-cross and the liridgc, 
(witness means Westminstcr-bridge ) 
and barricade all thereabouts, to stop 
any troops that might come in by tlie 
way of Clielsea. As soon as Thistle- 
wood and the younger Watson had 
secured the guns, wliich witness al- 
ready said they were ordered to take, 
they were then to attack the gun- 
smiths^ shops and oil shops — every shop 
where any arms or combustible mate, 
rials could be got. Tliistlcwood and 
young Watson were to block up every 
place from Gray’s Inn-lane to St 
Giles’s, w'hcre Thistle wood was to 
make his grand stand ; argun was to 
point upTottei'.ham-court-road ; Pres- 
ton’s business was to attack the Tower ; 
young Watson was to proceed from 
St Giles’s to Cumberland-gatc, bar- 
ricading all the avenues on the right as 
he went on ; Preston, if be failed of 
taking the Tower, was to barricade 
London -bridge against any artillery 
that might cemefrom Woolwich — then 
to barricade Wliitechapel against any 
troops comin^^Lbat W'ay ; Preston was 
attcr that to join the main body at the 
Bank, winch was kiiouii by the cant 


name of “ the Old Lady/’ as the 
Tower was by the name of “ the Old 
Gentleman,” or “ the Old Man,” — 
’twas all the same. Whilst these plans 
were forming, Thistlewood asked the 
doctor (Watson) what the combusti- 
bles w'ould cost, and how much would 
be wanted fo'r each avenue to the bar- 
racks ? Thistlewood bid the'doctor to 
calculate it : the doctor made a calcu- 
lation that the whole would cost some- 
thing short of 1(X)/.; Thistlewood then 
said, “ Don’t spare a maTccr-'-f^ 
let us nnist them well the paper on 
which the calculation had been made 
was destroyed when used — it was usual 
to destroy such papers when ^hey had 
done with them. When Thistlewood 
said, “ let us roast them well,” Dr 
Watson (meaning the prisoner at the 
bar) observed, that the combustibles 
would burn so rapidly, and the stench 
would be 80 strong, as to stifle them 
all (the soldiers in the barracks) in a 
few minutes. Next day, after this plan 
was settled, witness and the younger 
Wtitson were desired to go look for a 
house between the two barracks, to be 
near to them, in which the combusti- 
bles and arms were to be lodged ; they 
were to say t*he house was wanted for 
any trade they chose — they said an oil 
and colour shop, because then the com- 
bustibles cowld be brought in there 
without suspicion. The whole com- 
mittee was present when this business 
w^as settled. 

This plan of a general insurrection 
was, however, given up, in consequence 
of the desertion of one of the members 
of the committee, who disapproved of 
young Watson’s imprudence; and it 
was then determined to have a meeting 
in Spa-fields, and to commence the 
disturbance from that quarter, break- 
ing into all the gunsmiths’ shops be- ^ 
tween tliat place and the Tower, which 
it was agreed should be then di^ved, 

The witness went over minuteiy",;ill, 
tlx' transactions preparatory to the 
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meeting of the 15th of November, with 
the reason for the disappointment as 
to the rising at the trial. He then 
proceeded to the steps taken for the 
subsequent meeting of the 2d of De- 
cember, the material facts of which are 
already known. 

Cross-examined by Mr Wethcrall. 
—You tire described to be a prisoner 
in Tothill-fields Bridew'cll. How long 
have you been a prisoner in that cus- 
tody ? — From the 9th of February, I 
^ 

Tpon what charge were you com- 
mitted ? — High treason. • 

Have you been, since your commit- 
ment tew Tothill-helds Bridewell, con- 
stantly in ccuifinemcnt, or have you 
been walking about with an olliccr at- 
tending you ? — I have been out with 
an ofTwer attending me. 

(After a great deal of evasion, wit- 
ness confessed that he believed he w'as 
taken round London for the purpose 
of procuring evidence to contirm his 
own.) 

Did you not believe that you were 
going round to get evidence ? — I did 
believe it of course ; 1 must believe 
it. 

Jn his further examination, witness 
owned that, with the exception of the 
pikcrheads he had made as a model 
for the prisoner, he had brought none 
at his business of a smith for twelve o*r 
fourteen years ; that he was twice com- 
mitted for crimes ; that, on one occa- 
sion, ho was apprehended at Guildford 
for uttering forged notes. 

You were tried at Guildford ? — 
Lo. 

No 1 Why not ? — I was admitted 
an evidence. 

Wiiat, the same accident happened 
there as on the present occasion ? — It 
did. 

Namely, that you were committed 
Upon a’ charge, and afterwards became 
a V‘’it*ness against the persons who were 
committed on the same charge ? — Be 


so good as to repeat the same ques- 
tion. 

The question was repeated, and the 
answer was, “ It did happen.^' 

What became of the man against 
whom you gave evidence ? — He was 
hanged. 

Did you make any, and what bar- 
gain then, with the Bank of England, 
before you were admitted an evidence ? 
— I did not. I told them I had been 
innocently dragged into it, and that L 
would communicate the whole of the 
circumstances ; I did so, and told them 
where wc got the forged notes. 

It was Davis who was executed. 
Another man, concerned in the transac- 
tion, called Greenaway, pleaded guilty, 
and was transported. Castles only es- 
caped. Castles stated, that he had been 
apprehended at Abergavenny, charged 
with aiding Colonel Prevoiti, a French 
prisoner of war, to escape. But it ap- 
peared that he had previously commu- 
nicated with Bow-street. Witness was 
acquainted with Kennett, who uas 
some time ago hanged ; and was like- 
wise acquainted with Warner, who 
disappeared ; and w'ith Dickins, im- 
plicated with Vaughan ii^ seducing 
persons into crimes, and then inform- 
ing against them. Witness was mar- 
ried, Fie had sent his wife into York- 
shire. Cohabited since his marriage 
with the late Mrs Thoms, who kept a 
house, which (after much prevarica- 
tion) he Slid, he believed, was let for 
the purpose of prostitution. 

Cross-examined on the subject of the 
alleged treason — Fie stated, that he had 
made various attempts upon smiths, 
soldiers, and sailors, to join the insur- 
rection ; that they proposed, after gain- 
ing possession of the Bank, to defend 
it by glass bottles thrown from neigh- 
bouring windows ; that Preston was a 
shoemaker, and Hooper was of the 
same business, or a ccmler ; at the din- 
ner in Bouvciie-strcct, at which Mr 
Hunt was present, witness gave the 
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toast, May the last of kings be 
strangled with the guts of the last of 
priests/’ but Hunt and the rest ob- 
jected to it, and it was not drunk ; that 
witness had received money to support 
him, and buy a fine new dress, from 
Mr Stafford, of Tothill-fields Bride- 
well. 

Mr Wetherall, counsel for the pri- 
soner, maintained, that all the ex- 
ternal features of the case were known 
within a short time after the 2d of 
December. All was known but that 
which was disclosed when Mr Castles 
came forward, and would the jury suf- 
fer the judgment of a British court of 
justice — would they suffer the charac- 
ter of British jurisprudence, to depend 
on the testimony of that indescribable 
villain ? Would they suffer that man 
to influence their decision ? Would 
they attend to that mercliant of human 
blood, who had lived so long on plun- 
der and on blood-money ? Would they, 
while animated with that spirit of ho- 
nour and truth which distinguished a 
British jury — would they suffer four 
human victims to be immolated to that 
atrocious wretch, Castles ? Could it be 
thought that this would be endured by 
the British people ? Eveiy thing was 
known against one of the prisoners, 
that was now known, but what Castles 
had stated ; and till he came forward, 
the individual was to be tried for a 
misdemeanor. Every thing that gave 
his offence the colour of tfteason was 
supplied by Castles, and the life of that 
unhappy man now depended on the 
degree of credit which the jury might 
give to his evidence. He would assert, 
that no one material fact which he had 
stated had been confirmed. This “ fla- 
grant war/’ as it had been called, was 
to commence at half-past twelve at 
night. The palisades in front of the 
bouses in Picadilly were to be taken 
up, to stop thevoad through the turn- 
pike, and the horses w’ere to be taken 
fr om the hackney coaches to carry it 


into effect. Combustibles, or medica-* 
ments, were to be placed at the en- 
trance of the barracks, in such a way 
as to stink the soldiers to death. This 
falsehood he supposed to have been 
framed in consequence of its being 
known to Castles that the prisoner was 
a chemist. Castles had been corrobo- 
rated in his statement respecting the 
taking of a house, or the intention to 
do 80 , by Mr Coaser, a very respecta- 
ble man, the landlord of the house, 
but it was not difficult to beBe.va,.^hat 

the b y house bully of forty might 

hove prevailed on a young man of 
twenty to do this for some other pur- 
pose than that which he had bf?en sta- 
ted to have in view. This fellow might 
have induced him to do so, to forward 
some object of his own, as it had been 
seen he went lying over all the, town. 
Wherever he went a lie travelled with 
him. From the evidence of the sol- 
diers, it appears, that two men had 
been harangued on the Tower walls ; 
Castles had stated that there were fif- 
ty. This was a tolerable sample of a 
lie. Castles had said two persons spoke 
together, the soldiers had said, they 
were addressed but by one. It had 
been proved that Castles and Watson 
had been seen together walking to- 
wards the barracks. But what proof 
was there that there had been such a 
plot as Castles had described, for firing 
the barracks, and stinking the soldiers 
to death ? The prisoner might have 
been seen with Castles at different 
times and places, but in nothing had 
the latter been corroborated that could 
be held to prove the existence of such 
a plot. In his plan for cutting off the 
communication with Woolwich, Cas- 
tles had been a little deficient in the 
naval part of the arrangement. He 
had seemed to forget that there was a ^ 
small aperture passing through the 
city called the Thames. His Vaarned 
friend had — he would not say led^3i> 
that would be offensive, but had con- 
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ducted Him pretty well throujrb this 
difficulty, and the communication had 
been cut olF by water as well as by 
land. All the vessels in the Thames 
were to be taken, and this was not 
enough, they were to go out to sea, 

' and take the remaining ships of his 
majesty's navy, and all tftis was to be 
effected* by six generals of division, 
one of whom was so lame that he could 
not ride on horseback. Could any one 
for, a moment believe so ridiculous a 
been formed ? And disbe- 
lieving the first plan, would the jury 
credit the second, of which they were 
told by Mr Castles ? If the public were 
not ripet for a revolution in Oxford- 
street, where General Thisllevvood 
w^as to make his grand stand, was it 
reasonable to conclude that they should 

* be able# to succeed at that time, in any 
part of the metropolis ? He submitted 
the whole story was unworthy of cre- 
dit. On the 2d of December, Castles 
went to the Tower, found an extra 
guard there on account of the meet- 
ing ; but instead of going to Spa- 
fields to apprize his accomplices of this 
fact, and of the gates being shut, that 
they might take their measures accord- 
ingly, no more was heatd of him but 
that he went to little Britain. He ab- 
scondjed, but wdiat really became of 
hmhe ( Mr Wetherall) Would hereaf- 
ter 8l^ew. The banners and the names 
put down for the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety proved no intention to com- 
mit higl> treason. Had the trial last- 
ed much longer, he thought he should 

• have been enabled to prove an allitera- 
tion of crime against Mr Castles on 
all the letters of the alphabet. Begin- 
ning with B, there was b — dy-house, 
bullying, and bigamy. These were 
proved, and it was shewn, that one 
^wife who might have been brought for- 
ward as a confirmatory witness ; who 
was the only person that could prove 

p or '^liprove many things that he had 
asserted, had been sent out of the way. 


If he went on with the alphabet, when 
he came to F, he found forgery and 
felony against Mr Castles. From the 
former charge he got clear, by shed- 
ding the blood of his companions. Cas- 
tles had committed a larceny in connec- 
tion with this business, for he had ta- 
ken away the chairs, tables, the boxes, 
and other miserable furniture of the 
room, from where they had been ac- 
customed to meet, which it was admit- 
ted had belonged to Preston. If they 
went further on with the history of 
Castles, they would find him assisting 
the most inveterate foe of England, 
by aiding French prisoners to escape. 
Going further back, through other 
scenes of disgrace, they would find him 
in the infamous and degrading situa- 
tion of a bully at a b — dy-house. Such 
was the life of this man. It had com- 
menced in turpitude and vice — had 
mounted up to the depravity of shed- 
ding the blood of the associate of his 
guilt, and now attained its full con- 
summation in crime, by urging on un- 
happy men to commit acts of outrage, 
in order to betray them for the blood- 
money. While in that Court, he had 
worn the coat, waistcoat, and breeches 
of the crown: his very clothes had al- 
ready been paid for out of the wages 
he was by and by to receive as his full 
recompence for selling the blood of the 
risoners now before their Lordships. 
8 the attorney. general to construe the 
circumstances ot a riot into proof of a 
flagrant civil war ? He cannot do it 
without contravening the law which 
has existed for centuries. He cannot 
do it without violating every prece- 
dent, and casting, by implication, a se- 
vere reflection upon every attorney- 
general that has preceeded him. Was 
this an attempt to overturn the state 
— what had they to prove it — a little 
flag ? a little speech made from a wag- 
gon — a little tampering" with the sol- 
diers ? very little indeed ; a little speak- 
ing to the Tower walls ? a little tu- 
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mult ? a little breaking of windows ? 
a little letting off of gunpowder. Yes, 
very little of each. What then was 
constructive treason ? Why, the put- 
ting together a number of little facts, 
accumulating a number of trifling cir- 
cumstances into the solemn and pon- 
derous offence of treason ; was this 
charge any thing more at the best ? — 
When did the treasons begin in this 
case ? Was it when Sir J. Shaw, with 
his right arm, stopped it, and dispersed 
the rebel army ? Oh no ! it was when 
the orators leapt down from the wag- 
gon, after the speeches were made, for 
80 it was laid in the record. Why, at 
that time there were magistrates in the 
field, the military was at hand, though 
that was a fact he had obtained from 
one of the crown witnesses with a deal 
of difficulty ; the Lord Mayor of the 
city of London was prepared, the 
Tower was closed ; why then not stop 
the proceedings if it was all a treason ? 
The meeting had been announced a 
fortnight before by hand-bills ; there 
was no secrecy ; the police was well 
informed of what was to be done, and 
might have prevented all the mischief, 
if any treason was intended. Why was 
not the meeting of the 15lh of Novem- 
ber a treason ? — The flags were there, 
and speeches were made ; and these 
were the overt acts of treason. 

Mr Wethcrall then expatiated on 
the danger to which men of warm 
tempers might he exposed by having 
such men as Castles about tliem ; and 
lie stated, that Castles himself was the 
leading man in all transactions with the 
soldiers — and that ninety nine words 
out of a hundred were spoken by him. 
And now, gentlemen, (said he,) I 
shall sit down with an assertion which 
I have so often made in the course of 
my address to you — it is, that if these 
transactions are to be interpreted by 
any constructi«.n whatever into trea- 
son, it will be incompatible with the 
free agency of British subjects. 


Mr Hunt and several others were 
examined for the prisoner; after which, 
Serjeant Copley for the prisoner, and 
the Solicitor- General for the crown, 
addressed the jury. On the seventh 
day, Lord Ellenborough delivered his 
charge, when the jury, after retiring 
for about an’ hour and three-quarters, 
brought in a verdict of Not Guilty* 


Jeremiah Brandretii foil-Hiqij 
Treason. 

Special Commission — Derby, October 
15, 16, 17. 

The Attorney-General opened the 
case. He should endeavour to shew, 
that the prisoner, with others, had pro- 
jected a plan fur overturning the laws 
and government of this country ; and 
it was perfectly indifferent to enquire 
what they designed to establish in its 
place, whether a national convention, 
or a mere state of anarchy ; or whether 
they had no definite object of any 
kind. The only question for their con- 
sideration was, did the prisoners con- 
template the s-ubversioii of the govern- 
ment, and take any measures for effect- 
ing this object. If they did entertain 
such a design, and attempt to carry it 
into execution by insurrection and hos- 
tile force, then they had, unquestion- 
ably, according to the laws of Eng- 
land, committed palpable high^treason. 
It would appear, as he apprehended, in 
the course of the evidence, that the pri- 
soner had joined with others in arran- 
ging a plan for the atchievement of 
some public purpose, by means of hos- 
tile force and violence ; that althougli 
not present at all the meetings of the 
conspirators, he was active in endea- 
vouring to advance their plans ; that 
he was commonly designated* by the 
“ Nottingham Captain,^' and had^Wen 
appointed to lead, conduct, and com- 
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mand a division of the rebel army which 
was expected to be formed. 

The learned counsel then went over 
the facts as they will appear in the evi- 
dence, and concluded, that the pri- 
soner was there — that he was the leader 
and encourager of the insurrection-— 
that he was what was cillcd the Not- 
tingham. Captain — that he organized 
the party — that he formed the order of 
march — that he shewed the plans and 
maps by which he was guided in lead- 
.ing-Xhem on. There could be no doubt 
gome of the witnesses might not be able 
to identify his person, because, by al- 
lowing his beard to grow, and appear- 
ing as ,he now did in court, he had 
somewhat changed himself from what 
he was, and took every means of con- 
cealing his identity. This, however, 
could /lot avail, as sufheient evidence 
could be brought, that he was the same 
person who was at the head of the par- 
ty, and directed their motions. He 
submitted, that if he could establish the 
facts which he had mentioned, he should 
sufficiently make out a substantive act 
of treason in levying war. There was 
here a hostile force — arms were collect- 
ed — a band of men for a general pur- 
pose was organized — the body march- 
ed on in warlike array, and compelled 
all whom they met to join them ; and 
they openly professed dhe design of 
overturning the established constitu- 
tion of the country. There could not 
be a more shocking mode of levying 
war. It was, in every respect, treason 
in the eye of the law to assemble in 
arms, to profess the intention by force 
to accomplish any general purpose con- 
trary to the established authorities of the 
country. The Attorney-General thus 
concluded: — < What answer my learned 
friend can give, I am sure I know not ; 
but unless he can alter facts — unless he 
can prove the prisoner to be a different 
person^ it appears to me impossible, ac- 
cc)^d:mg to the law and evidence of the 

VOL. X. PART II. 


case, to resist the proof which is to be 
laid before you. I am sure the prisoner 
has all the means of defence which an 
intelligent and impartial jury can af- 
ford — 1 am sure he has all the means 
which a learned and candid Court can 
give — I am sure he has all the means 
which the talents, ingenuity, and learn- 
ing of a counsel can supply. He has, 
then, all the means which Englishmen 
can have for their defence at the bar of 
their country.' 

The following witnesses were then 
called • 

Anthony Martin is in the service of 
Messrs Outram and Jessop, iron-found- 
ers at Butterbury, which is within a 
mile of Pentridge. On Sunday the 
8th of June, he went to Pentridge with 
John Cope, who was also in the service 
of Messrs Outram and Jessop. They 
went into Weightman's Croft, a little 
below the White Horse public-house, 
which was kept by Mrs Weightman. 
After a little time, a girl came and 
called them to go into the house. They 
went accordingly, and were shewn into 
the parlour. There were a good many 
persons there, and more came after- 
wards. They were all talking about 
this revolution. The prisoner Brand- 
re th was there — ^he was called « Cap- 
tain.” His dress was different to that 
he now wore. He wore grey trowsers, 
and a brown great coat — he was sha- 
ved and decent. George Weightman, 

Ormond IJooth, the two JosephWeight- 

mans, Thomas Weightman, and Wil- 
liamTurner were there, Brandreth had 
a map in his hand, and was pointing 
out where they were to assemble ; he 
said there was no good to be done, ex- 
cept by a complete overthrow of the 
government. There were particular 
places marked on the map with crosses. 
As the people came in, some of whom 
knew Brandreth, and others of whom 
did not, they asked ^estions respect- 
ing the revolution. Shirley Astbery 
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was one of those who came in. There 
was a general conference as to what 
proceedings were to be taken for the 
overturning of the government. It was 
settled that they should assemble the 
next night at dusk. The Pentridge 
people were to meet at Pentridge, and 
the Wingfield people at a stone-quarry 
about two miles distant. They were 
all to proceed to Nottingham forest, 
to meet a large party there, and to take 
the town. They were to reach the fo- 
rest at two o’clock in the morning of 
Tuesday. It was understood there was 
to be a general rising throughout the 
country, but Pentridge and Wingfield 
were to meet at dusk. Sheffield, Man- 
chester, and many other places were to 
rise, as stated by Brandreth. William 
Turner, when he came to the White 
Horse, asked where was the estimate 
of their guns and pikes — they said they 
had none. Upon which, he asked 
why they had not ; and said his parish 
(Wingfield) was forwarder than any 
other ; for they had an estimate of every 

f un, sword, and pistol, that they had. 

le added, that they had forty in a 
Stone quarry to spare. It was then 
agreed, that in order to provide them- 
selves with arms, they were to go and 
demand them ; and if they could not 
get them by fair means, to take them 
by force. Witness remained at the 
White Horse from ten in the morning 
tillthree in the afternoon, during which, 
a great many persons came in — perhaps 
forty. Their conversation throughout 
the day, related to the revolution. 

SherleyAslberygave nearly the same 
evidence. 

James Shipman lived at Southwing- 
field in June last ; lodged with Joseph 
Booth — was at his door on Monday 
night, the 9th of June, at about half 
past eight — saw Brandreth there — 
George Weigh tman was with him — 
asked them w^lj^ere they were going ? 
Brandreth said, to an old barn up in 
the fields ; and added, that there was a 


meeting there of Crich, Pentridge, 
Wingfield, and Alfreton parishes— 
There were arms and ammunition, and 
more would be taken on the way as 
they went to Nottingham — a band of 
music was to meet them, as well as 
thousands more who were on Notting- 
ham forest. Witness asked them what 
they must do for provisions when so 
many thousands were gathered toge- 
ther ? He said there would be bread 
and beef, and half a pint of rum for 
each man. Witness then asked what 
would become of the women and chrl- 
dren ? He said there w'ould be a pro- 
visional government sent down to re- 
lieve the wives and children of those 
who were gone away. An olif woman 
clapped him on the shoulder, and said, 
** My lad, we have got a magistrate 
here he said, “ You will have a differ- 
ent one, that will allow you plenty.’^ 
On farther conversation, Brandreth 
said, that England, Ireland, and Scot- 
land, were to rise that niglit ; and that 
clouds of men would come from the 
north, and sweep all before them ; and 
every man that would not go would be 
shot upon the place. Witness said, if 
they did all ri^e, the shipping would 
come and heat them. George Weight- 
man then saief, “ Come along — I am 
already half an hour too late.” Brand- 
reth said to witness, “ Come along 
with us, and you shall have a g^od 
gun.” He did not go with them, and 
they went away towards the barn. 

Thomas Turner, examined by Mr 
Gurney — was apprehended on'this bu- 
siness, and remained in custody ever 
since. Previous to his being appre- 
hended, lie lived at Southwingfield wdth 
his father — he was a frame- work knit- 
ter — he was at Southwingfield on the 
9th of June — he left his father’s house 
a little before 9 — he was accompanied 
by Samuel Liidlam and John Walker 
- — they went to the meeting-house close 
to Colonel Halton’s gates — saw^Wil- 
liam Turner, George Weightman, '^nd 
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a strange man, two or three hundred 
yards from the village. This strange 
man he afterwards found to be the Not- 
tingham Captain — the prisoner was the 
man. They were all three armed with 
guns. When witness joined them, they 
all went to Hunt’s barn, in a field of 
'•Colonel Halton’s. 13e^ore they went 
there, William Turner was loading his 
gnn with a bullet. George Weight- 
man said, Come along ; I expect an 
engagement very soon with Jessop s 
men, at Butterly furnace.” Witness 
asked, who the stranger was ; and 
Turner said,“ That’s our Captain from 
Nottingham." 

On getting near Hunt’s barn, about 
a score joined them — they were armed 
with pikes and guns, and one sword or 
two. George Weigh tman said, “ they 
must go to a field of Mr Topham’s, and 
the Tcntridgc people would meet them 
there.” Before they set off, William 
Turner and tiie prisoner formed them 
into ranks. Witness received a bag of 
bullets to carry — lie carried them in 
preference to a pike. |"Two pikes, with 
spear heads of rough workmanship, 
were then produced.^) These v/ere 
what he meant by pikes. The prison- 
er then gave the word to march. They 
went to Mr Hardwick’s house, and 
from thence to Henry Tomlinson’s. 
Witness did not g ^ ^ith them, but 
the nearest way to meet them at 
Topham* s-close. The three Ludlams 
met them there — they had pikes in their 
hands. It was tlicn arranged that 
GeorgeWeightman should go in search 
of others of the party ; and if he met 
them, to bring them to Partridge-lane ; 
and George Weightman carried the 
bag of bullets with him. Witness and 
the rest of the party then went to Eli- 
jah Hall’s. Turner and the prisoner 
were the commanders all the way. — 
When they got there, Elijah Hall was 
outside the house, and the door was 
'faftoned against him. The prisoner 
asked him for his gun, but Mr Hall 


was unwilling to give it. After some 
dispute the gun was handed out of the 
window, and the prisoner received it. 
The prisoner added, that he understood 
he had more arms. Hall said he had 
not ; on which the prisoner said he 
knew he had, and if he did not give 
them, the door should be broke open. 
At last the door was opened, and the 
prisoner, witness, and several others, 
followed Mr Hall in. The prisoner 
struck Mr Hall ; and, presenting his 
gun, said, if he did not give up his 
other arms he would shoot him. Wit- 
ness laid hold of his arm, told him not 
to use the man ill, for he did not think 
he had any more arms. The prisoner 
took a candle and went up stairs to seek 
some ; he found none, but brought 
young Hall down, and forced him to 
accompany them. He went very un- 
willingly. The three Ludlams, Joseph 
Turner, Swaine, and Bromley, were 
with them. Bocker was there also, 
and said, he had longed for that day to 
come often, and it had come at last. 
They next went to Isaac Walker's, and 
got a pistol, which the prisoner put up 
in his apron, which was wrapt round 
his body like a belt. Their next visit 
was to Henry Bed wick — he heard a 
window break, but did not see the mis- 
chief done. They afterwards went on 
to Samuel Hunt’s, who brought out 
bread and cheese, and told them to eat 
what they liked, and he would dress 
and go along with them. He did dress, 
and Daniel Hunt, his man, went along 
wdth them. JosephTurner had a sword, 
and the others were armed with guns 
and pikes. From Hunt’s, they went 
to Mr Epworth’s. Witness heard the 
prisoner rattling at the door, but it was 
not opened. The prisoner called for 
some one to come and break it open ; 
upon his calling, Samuel Hunt took 
up a stone and flung it at the door 
twice. The prisongijr went from that 
door to a little window, which was broke 
out. The prisoner was asking those 
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within to give them arms out, and open 
the door. They did neither ; but some- 
body denied the arms, upon which the 
prisoner fired in at the window. Wit- 
ness could not say whether he fired his 
gun or his pistol. Witness ran to the 
window, and saw a man lying on the 
floor, whom witness understood to be 
Robert Walker. Witness said to the 
prisoner, he should not have shot that 
poor innocent man ; upon which he 
said, it was his duty to do it ; and if 
he said any more about it, he would 
blow his brains out. After that, some 
arms were given out. They now pro- 
, ceeded to Pentridge-lane-end, where 
they met several others, wdio were all 
armed. Witness heard the party call- 
ing the men up, and getting arms where 
•they could find them. When they were 
collected together again, the prisoner 
marshalled them, and said, if there were 
any military men among them, they 
must turn out, and keep the men in or- 
der. Charles Swaine then turned out 
— he had been in the militia ; and he, 
with the prisoner and T urner, put them 
into ranks two deep. Those with guns 
were put in front, and those with pikes 
were put in the rear. When arranged, 
they were ordered to march, and they 
went to Pentridge, when more houses 
were attacked, among others, they w^ent 
to Mr Booth’s, from whose premises a 
poney was taken. They subsequently 
went to Butterly Iron-works. George 
Weightman took the poney-*— the par- 
ty about this time might be threescore, 
or more, strong. Heard that Weight- 
man went to Nottingham on the po- 
licy ; he afterwards saw him return. 
From the Iron-works they marched 
away, under the command of the pri- 
soner, to Ripley-town-end. On their 
arrival there, the prisoner ordered them 
to halt, and give three huzzas — they 
did so, and they marched to Codner, 
They stopped atV public-house, where 
the prisoner ordered out some ale — the 
ale was brought, and they were here 


joined by Samue Hunt, Joseph Tur- 
ner, and Edward, and some other men. 
The prisoner and William Turner or- 
dered the landlord to make out the bill, 
which amounted to 28s. The prison- 
er then said, he need not be afraid of 
being paid, for he would see him paid. 
They then marched on towards Not- 
tingham. When they came to Lang- 
ley-mill, George Weightman rode up 
— the prisoner and many surrounded 
him, and asked him how they got on 
at Nottingham. He said, they were 
going on very well— the town was taken 
— the soldiers would not march out to 
attack them — and they were to march 
forward. They did march fo-ward. 
Witness w^ent with them beyond East- 
wood ; by this time several of the par- 
ty dropped off. Witness also quitted 
them, and left William Turner avd the 
prisoner marching on. Before witness 
left the party, some of them tried to 
get away, when the witness said, if 
they did not turn again, he would stop 
them. He levelled his gun at the same 
time. A gun went off by accident, and 
a man was wounded. Witness, wdien 
he left, threw away his pike. In his 
way back, he was taken by the caval- 
ry, and afterwards shewed where some 
of the pikes were thrown. 

Elijah Hall, senior and junior, con- 
firmed the tcstimimy of Turner, as to 
the proceedings at their house. 

Mary Hepworth examined. I am a 
widow, occupying a farm in Soulh- 
wingfield. On the 9th of June, my 
family at home consisted of one son, 
two daughters, myself, and two men- 
servants. We were alarmed, about ele- 
ven at night, by a loud thundering at 
the door, and men’s voices demanding 
admittance, and our men and guns, I 
got up, and went down stairs, and said, 
that the doors should not be opened ; 
and that we would not part with men 
or guns. The people outside then at^ 
tempted to force admittance at ‘the 
kitchen window at the back of the 
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house. They brokeithe window, and 
forced the shutters in. At that time 
myself, my son William, my daughter 
Emma, and the men-servants, named 
Robert Fox, and Robert Walters, had 
come down stairs. The men on the 
outside said to my son William, We 
"must have your men or^your guns, or 
we wijl, blow your brains out.” At 
the time the window was broken, they 
fired in. Robert Walters was wound- 
ed by the contents of the gun — he 
died of the wounds. He was sitting 
upon a chair, opposite the window, ap- 
parently lacing his boots at the time; of 
the firing. He was wounded in the 
neck. I was in such an alarm, that I 
thouglit it was my son William that 
was shot. The men said, that if our 
guns were not delivered, we should all 
be murdered. The gun we had in the 
house was immediately fetched, and de- 
livered out of the window. They then 
demanded our men. W^e told them 
that they had shot one of them, and 
they could not have the other. They 
said they would serve us the same. No 
man was delivered up. After they were 
gone, we found a pike near the door, 
and several stones outside. The door 
appeared to have betiyi bored by the 
pike. 

JSamuel Fletcher examined. On the 
9th* of June, I lived at JL^entridge -lane- 
end. I and my family went to bed at 
11 at night. At 12 we were disturb- 
ed by a knocking at the door — I 
jumpe^d out of bed, went to the win- 
dow, and saw a body of men, to the 
number of 30, at the window. As 
soon as I looked, five or six of the men 
levelled guns at me. When I opened 
the window I said, Holloa !*' They 
said, “ Your arms ! your arms ! d — ii 
your eyes, your arms !” — I said,“ what 
arms — They said, You have got 
two or three guns.*' — I said, “ I had 
^but one gun, and I did not know that 
that gun was at home.”— -They said, 
that if I did not fetch it down, they 


would blow my brains out.— I said 
“ Well, well, let us have time.” — I ran 
down stairs, and up another pair of 
stairs, to where my man slept, and I 
found that part of the house beset by 
another party. Finding the house sur- 
rounded, I ordered my servant, Wil- 
liam Shipman, to deliver up the gun. 
Upon his delivering it, they said, « Get 
yourself dressed, and come with us, or 
we will blow your brains out.” Ship- 
man dressed himself. One cried “Come, 
Shipman another said, “ Come, Wil- 
ly.” He went ; but he was very un- 
willing to go ; he cried very much. I 
said to him, “ Thou must go, d — n 
’em ; thou knows ’em all ; they come 
from Pentridge and Wingfield ; thou 
can run away when thou can find an 
opportunity.” He went accordingly, 
but returned next day. 

Mr George Goodwin examined. I 
am one of the managers of the Butter- 
ly Iron-mills, under Mr Jessop. Be- 
fore the 9th of June we had several of 
our men sworn in as special constables, 
for the purpose of preserving the peace. 
The neighbourhood was in a very dis- 
turbed state. In the night of Monday 
the 9th of June, we had assembled our 
men thus sworn in as constables, to 
the number of nearly 100. They were 
kept together until day-light, between 
half a mile of Ripley and our premises. 
During the night, we had heard shots 
fired, horns blowing, shouts, and dif- 
ferent s(jrts of voices. Throughout 
the night this continued. It was a lit- 
tle before twelve that we heard the 
first shot fired. We had before heard 
other noises. It appeared that there 
were very unusual preparations. We 
apprehended our works would be at- 
tacked. Next morning the greater 
part of our men went home. They 
were armed with guns by us. The 
others, to the number of thirteen, re- 
mained with us. Tl^ other came down 
with Mr Jessop and me to the works, 
to deposit the pikes in safety. Just af« 
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ter that had been done, we were join- 
ed by another party of our men, so 
that we were about 30 strong. Soon 
after this, about a quarter past three, 
we observed a man riding fast by on 
horseback. It was George Weight- 
man, mounted on Mr Booth’s horse. 
He is the son of the woman who keeps 
the White-horse public-house at Pen. 
tridge. She is sister to Thomas and 
John Baker. George Weightman was 
riding on the road towards Notting- 
ham. I called out, “ Stop !” but he did 
not. He looked over his shoulder, and 
rode on. Shortly after, I observed a 
body of men approaching, at about the 
distance of a hundred yards, on the 
road fromPentridge to Butterly. There 
yrere about 100 in number. They were 
drawn up in regular array, two deep, 
in military order ; or, as a military man 
would say, in close column, two abreast. 
They were armed with guns and pikes. 
There were perhaps two or three un- 
armed, but the remainder appeared to 
be armed. They were marching with 
the prisoner at their head as Captain. 
When they got to the gates of the 
foundery, the prisoner ordered the men 
to halt. He said, “ Halt ! — to the 
right face ! — front He was armed 

with a gun and pistol in his belt, which 
appeared like an apron. The men then 
faced towards the works, and formed 
a curved line round the premises. The 
prisoner then knocked at the door with 
the butt end of his gun. I was stand- 
ing at the door, and said, “ What do 
you want ? What is your bu jincss 
— He said, “ We want your men!” 
—1 said, “ you shall not have one of 
them — you are too many already, ex- 
cept for a better purpose. Disperse ! 
Depend upon it the law is too strong 
for you. You have haltcis about your 
necks. You’ll be hanged.'' — I he pri- 
soner made no reply to this. I then 
observed persoiiS^ui the ranks whom I 
knew, particularly Isaac Ludlam, who 
armed with a spear ; James Tay- 


lor, armed with^a gun ; and Issaac 
Moore, armed with a fork. These 
three were together in the front rank. 
I addressed Ludlam, and said, Good 
God, Ludlam, what are you doing on 
such a business as this ? You have got 
a halter about your neck — go home J'* 
— To enforce this admonition, 1 push- 
ed him towards the office on cur pre- 
mises. I reminded him of his family, 
and the danger they were in. I advi- 
sed him to go home. He might have 
taken refuge in the office if he chose, 
but he did not ; he said, “ 1 am too 
bad already ; I can’t turn back ; I must 
go on.'* — None of these three went in- 
to the office ; but Samuel Booth’s son, 
and some others, took refuge there. 
The Captain then ordered his men to 
march on ; and they finally went towards 
Ripley. Shortly after they were.^gone, 
1 perceived another body of men, to 
the number of 40 or 50 ; but they did 
not come near the office. Shortly af- 
ter this, I observed William Weight- 
man, brother to George. There was 
another young man wath him, named 
Taylor. Weightman appeared to be 
going the most direct road to Notting- 
ham. I seized his horse’s bridle, suppo- 
sing he was gokig to join the rebels. I 
told him he was. He owned he was. 
I said, “ You are going to join these 
fellows.** — At' first, he said 1 had no 
right to stop him on the highway. He 
at last said, he was going for that pur- 
pose ; but if I would let him go, he 
would go home. He accordingly turn- 
ed his horse’s head. He had a blue 
smock frock on him ; nnd as he turn- 
ed, 1 saw under him a bag, which I 
supposed to contain bullets. I again 
made a dash at his horse, I told him 
I must have that bag. He said I should 
not. I said, You rascal, 1 must ; it 
is full of bullets, and you are going to 
take them to join the rebels." 1 seized 
him by the collar ; upon which he said 
he would deliver them up quietly- 
admitted that they were bullets, and 
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that he was taking them for that pur- 
pose ; but he said that he was obliged 
to do so, as they had threatened to kill 
him. I afterwards obtained possession 
of the bullets. Besides the bullets, 
there were moulds for cartridges. These 
were the bullets, and were in different 
8152^. [^Here the bag add its contents 
were produced, and identified by the 
witness.] I here was a stocking full 
of bullets, and the rest were loose in 
the bag. They seemed calculated for 
. a variety of bores. 

Lancelot Rolleston examined.— -In 
consequence of the alarm excited ©n 
the 9 th of June last, he attended at 
the town of Nottingham. He found 
the town in a very agitated state ; 
groups of people were collected in va- 
rious places, and there was a general 
apprehension in the town. On the 
morning of the 10 th, he went on the 
road towards Eastwood on horseback. 
At a village within a mile of East- 
wood, the people were much alarmed, 
and most of them out of their houses. 
The military were in the barracks. 
Witness proceeded till he came within 
a quarter of a mile of Ea-^twood : he 
then met a considerable body of men 
armed with pikes. He i^turned to Not- 
tingham — gave information of what he 
had. seen to two magistrates, Mr Mon- 
day and Mr Kirbey ; and having procu- 
•red eighteen dragoons, commanded by 
Captain Phillips, proceeded with them 
towards Eastwood again. When they 
had got to Kimberley, about two miles 
short of Eastwood, and four from Not- 
tingham, the people told them, the mob 
hearing of the approach of the sol- 
diery, had dispersed. They proceed- 
ed on the road, and found a great 
number of pikes and guns which had 
been thrown away. Within a mile of 
Eastwood witness saw a party retreat- 
ing on the left, and he and a dragoon 
followed them. Captain Phillips went 
on after the general body. Those 


whom* witness went after were thirty 
or forty in number : he secured two 
or three ; they had thrown away their 
arms. He then followed Captain Phil- 
lips — They came up to the main body 
at Langley.mill. They were at that 
time dispersed, and the dragoons were 
pursuing them in all directions. Thirty 
were taken and brought to Netting- 
ham. 

Mr Cross addressed the Court and 
jury, endeavouring to prove that there 
was nothing in the facts that appear- 
ed in evidence that could amount to 
high treason — What, he would ask, 
could be apprehended from a few 
drunken paupers, who made no secret 
of their actions, and even invited con- 
stables to be present at their delibera- 
tions ? and. yet such was the ground 
upon which the first overt act of con- 
spiring to overturn his majesty^s go- 
vernment was founded. He next con- 
tended, that from all the evidence 
which had been adduced, it was only 
to be collected that these people, as 
their own declarations made manifesty 
were only seeking for food, and by a 
provisional government, meant such a 
government as would satiate the hunger 
of their starving families. The learn- 
ed gentleman then proceeded to ridicule 
the forces of the insurgents— who, he 
observed, upon being approached by 
one magivStrate and one soldier, fled in 
all directions. There was not time, in 
fact, for the magistrate to draw the 
riot-act from his pocket ; and if the 
riot-act had been read, he had no 
doubt the present indictment for high 
treason had never been heard of. The 
rioters, however, fled without it ; and 
yet such conduct was pronounced levy- 
ing war against the powerful King of 
England. Had the poor people been 
furnished with a round of beef and a 
big loaf, for which they were alone so- 
licitous, their animojftty would have 
been at end. Upon the whole, he com 
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tended, that although this was .a riot 
of ^reat enormity, as it really was, yet 
it did not amount to high treason. 

Mr Denman followed on the same 
side: the Solicitor- General charged 
the jury, who brought in a verdict of 
Guuly* 

In the following days William I'lirn- 
er and Isaac Ludlam were severally 
tried, and convicted on the same evi- 
dence. George Weigh tman was next 
tried. The case for the prosecution 
being closed, Mr Cross addressed the 
jury in behalf of the prisoner. He 
did not attempt to controvert the law 
of high treason as laid down by the 
Judges. He merely urged, that 
Weightman had been deluded into the 
commission of that crime, for which 
he then stood arraigned, and for which, 
if found guilty, he must atone by the 
forfeit of his life. He trusted, how- 
ever, the jury would see grounds for 
a merciful verdict. He had evinced, 
even in the midst of tumult and vio- 
lence, a strong disposition to humanity 
and mildness. Recollecting that he was 
only the instrument of others ; con- 
sidering that he was young and inex- 
perienced 5 and that he had yet, if it 
pleased those who had the dispensa- 
tion of his fate, a long life before him, 
he had no doubt, he would never fail 
to reflect upon the suffering, in which 
the incaution of early youth had invol- 
ved him. This reflection, there was 
every reason to hope, woulfl serve to 
correct his errors, and restore him to 
his country, a faithful and grateful 
subject of that sovereign, to whose 
mercy a just appeal was never made 
in vain. He therefore took leave to 
implore that the jury would recom- 
mend him to mercy. He was en- 
couraged to hope, that his application 
would not be unavailing, and chat 
this anniversary of the reign of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, would form a new 
era in restoring harmony to the coun- 
try. 


Mr Denman followed, and made a 
similar appeal to the mercy of the 
jury. The Attorney: General in re- 
ply observed, that unless impelled by 
duty, he would never step in between 
any prisoner and the royal mercy. 
The Judge then summed up, and the 
jury returnedia verdict of Guilty^ b.ul 
strongly recommended the prisoner to 
mercy. 

It was now intimated by the Crown 
Solicitor, to the agents for the prison- 
ers yet untried, that if they would 
withdraw their plea of ‘‘ Not Guilty,’* 
the intended prosecution of them 
would be abandoned, and they might 
expect the mercy of the Crown. This 
proposition was immediately acceded 
to ; and the whole of the prisoners 
would be brought into Court this 
morning. Weightman and three others 
were transported, the others condemn- 
ed to various terms of imprisonment, 
according to their degrees of guilt, and 
their claims to lenity upon the score 
of former good character. The sen- 
tence of the law was carried into exe- 
cution against Brandrethy Turner^ and 
Ludlam. 


Alexander McLaren and Thomas 
Baird, tor Sedition. 

Hisrh Court of Justiciary, Edinburgh, 
3d April, 1817. 

The following contains the most 
essential part of the indictment. 

The said Alexander McLaren did, 
at a public meeting held at Dean Park, 
in the vicin’ty of Kilmarnock, on the 
7th day ot December, 1816, attended 
by a great multitude of persons, chief- 
ly of the lower orders, wickedly and 
feloniously deliver a speech, containing 
a number of seditious and inflammatory 
remarks and assertions, calculated to 
degrade and bring into contempt the 
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government and legislature, and to 
withdraw therefrom the confidence 
and affections of the people, and fill 
the realm with trouble and dissension ; 
in which speech there were the fol- 
lowing, or similar wicked and sedi- 
tious expressions : — “ That our suf- 
fei^gs are insupportable is demon- 
strahsd.tp the world; and that they 
are neither temporary, nor occasion- 
ed by a transition from war to peace, 
is palpable to all, though all have not 
the courage to avow it. The fact is, 
we are ruled by men only solicitous 
for their own aggrandizement ; ai\d 
they care no farther for the great bo- 
dy of the people, than they are subser- 
vient to their accursed purposes. — If 
you are convinced of this, my country- 
men, I would therefore put the ques- 
tion — Are you degenerate enough to 
bear it ? shall we, whose forefathers 
set limits to the all-grasping power of 
Rome : Shall we, whose forefathers, 
at the never-to-be-forgotten field of 
Bannockburn, told the mighty Ed- 
ward, at the head of the most mighty 
army that ever trod on Britain’s soil — 
‘ Hitherto shalt thou come, and no 
farther — Shall we, I say, whose fore- 
fathers defied the effqrts of foreign 
tyranny to enslave our beloved coun- 
try, meanly permit, in our day, with- 
out a murmur, a base* oligarchy to 
.feed their filthy vermin on our vitals, 
and rule us as they will ? No, my 
countrymen. Let us lay our petitions 
at the foot of the throne, where sits 
our august prince, whose gracious na- 
ture will incline his ear to listen to the 
cries of the people, which he is bound 
to do by the laws of the country. But 
should he be so infatuated as to turn 
a deaf ear to their just petition, he 
has forfeited their allegiance. Yes, 
my fellow-townsmen, in such a case, 
to hell with our allegiance.^^ Which 
^eech the said Alexander McLaren 
did afterwards cause to be printed and 
published. .And the said Thomas 


Baird, having been present at the said 
meeting, did afterwards print and pub- 
lish a seditious tract or statement, con- 
taining a number of seditious and in- 
flammatory remarks and assertions, 
such as — “ and a House of Commons 
—but the latter is corrupted ; it is 
decayed and worn out ; it is not really 
what it is called ; it is not a House of 
Commons,” &c. 

The prisoners, who were at large 
on bail, appeared at the bar, and the 
indictment having been read over, they 
pleaded Not Guilty^ 

After some discussion concerning 
the relevancy, a jury was chosen, and 
the Lord Advocate called the follow- 
ing witnesses. 

Andrew Finnic, merchant in Kil- 
marnock, attended the meeting at 
Dean Park : there were about 4000 
present, mostly of the lower orders. 
The prisoner, McLaren, opened the 
proceedings by a speech explaining the 
nature of the meeting, which was to 
deliberate as to the necessity of pe- 
titioning for parliamentary reform# 
Witness did not recollect particularly 
his speech, except one passage near 
the end, viz. “ Let us lay our peti- 
tions at the foot of the throne, where 
sits our august Prince, whose generous 
nature will incline his ear to hear the 
cries of his people, which he is bound 
to do by the constitutional laws of the 
country, and we are thereby bound to 
give him ,our allegiance ; but if he 
should be so infatuated as to turn a 
deaf ear to the general cries of the 
people, to hell with allegiance Wit- 
ness afterwards saw a printed pamph- 
let, containing the proceedings of the 
meeting, and M‘Laren’8 speech ; and 
the one shewn him in Court was one 
of them. There is some difference be- 
tween the printed speech and the one 
as delivered ; the words “ he (the 
Prince) has forfeite^his allegiance,^* 
were never mentioneo. Mr Baird did 
not speak at the meeting ; but witness 
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heard him observe, that it was a pity 
the expression about allegiance had 
been mentioned. McLaren said to the 
committee, that if there was any thing 
wrong in his speech, to keep it out al- 
together ; and Baird said, that the pas- 
sage about allegiance was a very inde- 
cent expression. M*Lar( n told wit- 
ness, that the passage about allegiance 
was a quotation from Shakespeare. 

William Merrio, wright in Kilmar- 
nock, also attended the meeting in 
’Dean Paik, and corroborated the 
statement of the preceding witness. 
The words made use of by McLaren 
were wishing the people to address 
the throne, and he said to hell with al- 
legiance, or such allegiance, if tlie Re- 
gent turned a deaf ear to the voice of 
the people. M‘Laien spoke in fa- 
vourable terms of his Royal Highness, 
as his august Prince, and in terms 
suitable to a loyal subject. 

Hugh Crawford, printer in Kilmar- 
nock, printed the pamphlet ; part of 
the manuscript was brought to the 
witness by David Andrews, writer in 
Kilmarnock. Witness thinks he saw 
the prisoner Baird once attending the 
printing. Witness has not been paid, 
but he looks to Mr Andrews, Mr Fin- 
nic, and Mr Baird for payment ; the 
latter got about five or six dozen of 
copies. 

Thomas Murray, journeyman to the 
preceding witness, printed the pamph- 
let. The pannel, Baird, vxm twice or 
three times at the office, along wi:h 
Mr Andrews, and they looked over 
the first proof. 

James Johnston, muslin-agent in 
Kimarnock, was member of the com- 
mittee along with M‘Larcn, Baird, and 
others, who drew up the resolutions 
afterwards read to the public meeting. 
There was a meeting of the commit- 
tee afterwards, about printing the 
speeches, and Mi‘Laren and Baird were 
present. Witness gave in his own 
speech, but he never read the pamph- 


let, nor even his own speech. Wit- 
ness has heard McLaren say, that the 
words “ to hell with our allegiance’^ 
were not in the original manuscript ; 
he did not hear the speech delivered. 
McLaren complained that he had been 
misrepresented in the words following^ 
the word fb” and ending withy^al- 
legiance,’* which he said he never had 
made use of. This complaint was 
made on the day M‘Larcn received 
his indictment. — (Cross-examined.) 
Witness has heard the prisoner Baird 
often complain, that it was a pity the 
passage about allegiance had been 
spoken at all. Witness has occasion 
to know the distressed state of the 
weaving trade ; an active weaver, work- 
ing fourteen hours a-day (from an 
average witness has made among his 
workmen), can make only Ss. 6d. 
weekly, and it is even better than some 
time back. The meeting was solely 
held to petition parliament and the 
Prince Regent. Witness has known 
McLaren for eight years, and never 
saw any thing in him but quiet and 
orderly conduct. He was a member 
of the liflc corps at Kilmarnock. He 
objected particularly to the printing of 
his speech, as*it had been made up in 
a hurried manner, and he had no in- 
tention that morning of speaking at 
all. « 

Mr Grant here read an extract 
from the petition, as in the printed 
journals of the House of Commons, in 
which the petitioners complain of the 
corrupt representation, and that seats 
were bought and sold as openly as 
tickets for the opera. Witness declares 
they are the words used, and the peti- 
tion was ordered to lie on the tabic of 
the House of Commons. 

Hugh Wilson, weaver in Kilmar- 
nock, attended the public meeting : 
.Tolu.ston was pre‘.cs, and McLaren 
spoke first. Has seen the printed state- 
tneiit, and it seemed correct ; it was 
sold at Baird’s shop, and witness bought 
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the copy now shewn him there, for 
fourpence. — ( Cross-examined, ) — The 
object of the public meeting was to 
petition parliament and the Prince Re- 
gent for reform. It was a very stormy, 
windy day, and there was a gieat dif- 
ficulty of hearing. Witness has known 
aren for some years,* and always 
considered him a loyal and peaceable 
subject. — Witness has heard him argue 
on politics, and he always took the 
government side of the question. 

. David Bow, shopman to the prison- 
er, Baird, proved the selling of the 
pamphlet at his shop to the extent of 
some dozens. They were sold at dif- 
ferent otJier places. 

James Samson, weaver, stated, that 
the account of his speech, as given in 
the pamphlet, is nearly correct. He 
did not compose it himself ; he got it 
from the prisoner, Baird, and read it 
at the meeting. — He said a Mr Burt 
had sent it to him to read at the meet- 
ing, as he could not attend himself. 

The declarations of tlie prisoners 
were then read, wdiich closed the case 
for the crown. 

Exculpatory Proof. 

James Samson callecJ back. The 
object of the public meeting was, to 
petition parliament, and for no other 
purpose. Different persons were pro- 
posed in the committee to open the 
meeting. McLaren was proposed, and 
he declined ; he suggested other per- 
sons, and witness was one ; but upon 
their refusal he undertook it himself. 
M‘Laren was remarked as one of the 
most loyal men in the place where he 
dwelt, and he always argued in favour 
of the government, against the opposi- 
tion. 

John Andrew, Esq. chief magistrate 
of Kilmarnock, recollects the public 
meeting. The prisoner, Baird, met 
him one or two days before, and said 
he had been appointed by the commit- 
tee to ask his permission to meet ^ 


but, if he refused, they would give it 
up. Witness said, he did not approve 
of it, but he did not think he had any 
power to stop it. The meeting was 
held, and no tumult or riot ensued. 
Mr I3aird is ^ highly respectable man, 
and was a captain in a volunteer corps. 

The Rev. James Kirkwood gave Mr 
Baird an excellent character. He has 
conversed with him on politics, and he 
expressed a desire that the popular 
part of the constitution should be 
strengthened and increased by a refor- 
mation in the House of Commons, but 
only by means the most constitutional. 

John Wyllie, surveyor of taxes, 
knows Mr Baird, who appears a friend 
to the constitution, but inclined to a 
reform in the representation in the 
House of Commons. 

John Brown, writer, Kilmarnock, 
considers Mr Baird as one of the most 
respectable persons in Kilmarnock. 

The evidence having been closed on 
both sides, 

The Lord Advocate addressed the 
jury, in a speech which occupied two 
hour# and a half. In commenting up- 
on the evidence, his lordship observed 
that nothing was farther from the wish 
of his majesty’s government than to 
prevent the undoubted right of the 
subject to petition both the throne and 
the parliament ; but still, when meet- 
ings were duly called for that purpose, 
it was the bouiiden duty of persons 
addressing the assembled multitude, to 
keep exactly to the business for which 
such meeting was called, and not by 
inflammatory and seditious remarks 
and assertions to degrade and bring 
into contempt the government and le- 
gislature, to withdraw the confidence 
and affection of the people, and fill the 
kingdom with bloodshed, trouble, and 
dissension. In the present case the 
meeting had been held with the osten- 
sible purpose of petitioiiing for reform ; 
but the prisoners are found vilifying 
and abusing a component and essential 
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part of the constitution — nay, encou- 
ragingand advising the people to throw 
off their allegiance, if what thei^ con- 
ceived their petition was refused. 
His lordship then entered, at very great 
length, into the definition of the crime 
of sedition, and quoted ^he cases of 
Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Gerald, 
in 1793, 4?, and 5, as illustrative of his 
argument ; and concluded by calling 
upon the jury to return a verdict of 
guilty against both prisoners. 

Mr Clerk, as counsel for M‘Laren, 
addressed the jury. He observed, that 
the meeting here held was for a legi- 
timate purpose, viz. to petition the 
throne, and both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. No riot, no confusion had taken 
lace — the civil magistrate had given 
is consent— and petitions, couched in 
even stronger terms than the speeches 
upon the hustings, had been received 
by both Houses of Parliament and laid 
upon the table. [|Here the learned 
counsel read a number of petitioiis from 
the printed journals of the House of 
Commons, to shew that language of 
even a more offensive nature had been 
stated to the House, and these peti- 
tions received and laid upon the table.] 
When a person attends a meeting for 
the cause of reform, and states his opi- 
nion to the public assembled, the fair- 
est interpretation ought to be put on 
what is there said ; and it was unfair 
to cull out particular clauses and ex- 
pressions, to found against l>im a charge 
of sedition. After commenting at 
length on the general features of the 
case and evidence, the learned counsel 
concluded v^ith appealing to the feel- 
ings and good sense of the jury, from 
whom he confidently expected a ver- 
dict of acquittal, 

Mr Jeftrey addressed the jury, as 
counsel for Mr Baird, in an eloquent 
speech of three hours and a half. The 
right of petioipng, he contended, was, 
since the glorious Revolution, the in- 
herent right of every Briton. When 


assembled to consider grievances^ was 
it for a moment to be supposed, that 
persons, such as had assembled at this 
public meeting, would express their 
ideas in such refined terms as those in 
a different station of life, and with a 
superior education would do ? The li- 
berty of speech upon such occasions 
was licensed, not only by th^ constitu- 
tion, but by every law authority in 
England ; in so far as expressions, 
much more inflammatory than those 
here charged, were daily used upon 
the hustings in the southern part of the 
Jcingdom, without the persons so ex- 
pressing themselves being laid hold of 
by the public prosecutor. The fact 
was, that the law of England mildly 
looked upon her children, when ex- 
pressing their grievances, and probably 
overstepping the strict bounds of cor- 
rectness of speech, in the same light as 
a physician would look upon a patient 
in a slight fever or delirium, rather to 
be cured by emollient than coercive 
medicines. If, then, the people of Eng- 
land had the glorious right of stating 
their grievances with all the phlegma- 
tic characteristics of that nation, was 
the hot and stormy Scotchman, smart- 
ling, as he imagined himself, under 
supposed grievances, not entitled to ex- 
press himself, unless in terms of the 
strictest propriety and decorunfi, be- 
cause an obsolete law had made that 
sedition which was perfectly consistent 
w ith the rights of a free nation ? Weak 
must that government be, ^\{hich was 
under the necessity of catching at the 
unguarded expressions of a few ob- 
scure individuals. The right of peti- 
tioning, the learned counsel observed, 
for annual parliaments and universal 
suffrage, was legitimate and constitu- 
tional ; — these were principles recog- 
nized in the theory of our constitu- 
tion ; and although the jury might be 
of a different opinion, yet, God forbid 
that any man should be punished for 
differing from them in. opinion, while 
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what he had in view was a fair and 
legitimate object of pursuit. The cases 
of Muir, Palmer, and others, in 1793, 
/i, and 5, had been brought forward, 
but these cases had not the smallest 
analogy. At that time, a neighbour- 
ing nation had, from newly-imbibed 
pririH^les, thrown off thrtr allegiance 
to the legitimate monarch, — they had 
declared themselves enemies to all 
crowned heads, and declared they 
would assist all those not satisfied with 
their government ; — persons imbibing 
such principles in this country had 
formed themselves into societies — inta 
clubs in every little town aid hamlet 
—-into a convention, calling themselves 
‘‘ The Delegates of the People to ob- 
tain Universal Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments,’’ and, under these pre- 
texts, demagogues had gone over the 
country, sowing the poisonous princi- 
ples of the French revolutionists in 
every corner. But, in the present case, 
a few inhabitants of a provincial town, 
meeting constitutionally for a legiti- 
mate purpose, upon a green in the im- 
mediate vicinity of their residences, 
and where, in all probability, they ne- 
ver might meet again for the same 
purpose, preparing their»petitions, and 
dispersing quietly without riot or dis- 
order, it was most preposterous to sup- 
pose, that any individur-4, addressing 
such a meeting in the warm language 
of a man, knowing himself to be free, 
could be said to be guilty of sedition, 
or comparable to the persons who had 
been brought to trial in 1793, 4, and 
5.— The learned counsel, after express- 
ing a fear that he had exhausted the 
jury, as he had exhausted himself, con- 
cluded his speech with calling upon 
the jury to acquit the prisoners. 

The Lord Justice Clerk, at eleven 
o’clock, began to sum up the evidence. 

’ His lordship read, from Hume’s Trea- 


tise on the Criminal Law of Scotland, 
that author’s definition of the crime of 
sedition. His lordship then comment- 
ed upon the obnoxious passages quo- 
ted in the indictment, observing, that 
it was his opinion, and that of his 
brethren on the Bench, (Lords Her- 
mand, Gillies, Pitmilly, and Reston,) 
that they were of a seditious nature. 
His lordship then went over, at consi- 
derable length, the evidence adduced, 
to shew in how far it went to convict 
the prisoners, observing, that if the 
jury were satisfied of their guilt, and 
the seditious tendency of the libel, they 
would find accordingly ; but if, on the 
other hand, they should be of opinion, 
that, from the former excellent charac- 
ters of the prisoners, and the whole 
circumstances of the case, the public 
prosecutor had failed in making out a 
criminal intent, they would return a 
verdict of acquittal. 

At one o’clock, on Sunday morn- 
ing, the jury were inclosed, and direct- 
ed to return a written verdict on Mon- 
day morning at 10 o’clock. 

Monday, April 7. 

This morning the Court met, and 
the jury returned a verdict, finding the 
prisoner M‘Laren, by a plurality of 
votes, Guilty of the crimes libelled ; 
and all in one voice finding Baird also 
Guilty of the crimes libelled — but, in 
consideration of their former good 
character, tinanimously recommended 
them to the mercy of the Court. 

The Lord Advocate then craved the 
judgment of the Court. The Judges 
having delivered their opinions, the 
Lord Justice Clerk, after a suitable 
admonition, sentenced the prisoners to 
six months imprisonment in the jail of 
Canongate, and to find caution for 
good behaviour for three years ; Baird 
in 200/. and McLaren in 40/. 
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Neil Douglas, Universalist 
Preacher, for Sedition. 

JJish Court of Justiciaru^Edinhurs^h* 
May 26, 1817. 

The Court proceeded to the trial of 
Neil Douglas, universalist preacher, re- 
siding in Stockwell-street, of the city 
of Glasgow, indicted and accused of 
sedition. 

The following extract contains the 
charge against the prisoner : 

‘‘ You the said Neil Douglas did 
wickedly, slanderously, falsely, and se- 
ditiously, in the course of the prayers, 
sermons, or declamations uttered by 
you, assert and draw a parallel be- 
tween his Majesty and Nebuchadnez- 
zar, King of Babylon, lemarking and 
insinuating, that, like the said King of 
Babylon, his Majesty was driven from 
the society of men, for infidelity and 
corruption : and you, then and there, did 
further wickedly, slanderously, falsely, 
and seditiously assert, that his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent was a 
poor infatuated wretch, or a poor in- 
fatuated devotee of Bacchus, or use 
impressions of similar impoi t ; and you, 
then and there, did wickedly, slander- 
ously, falsely, and seditiously assert 
and draw a parallel between his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent and Bel- 
shazzar, King of Babylon ; remarking 
and insinuating that his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, like the said 
King of Babylon, had not taken warn- 
ing from the example of his father ; 
and that a fate similar to that of the 
said King of Babylon awaited his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, if he did 
not amend his ways, and listen to the 
voice of his people ; and further, time 
and place aforesaid, you did wickedly, 
slanderously, falsely, and seditiously 
assert that the House of Commons 
was corrupt, a'nd that the members 
thereof were thieves and robbers ; that 


seats in the said House of Parliament 
were sold like bullocks in a market ; 
or use expressions of similar import : 
and further, time and place aforesaid, 
you did wickedly, slanderously, false- 
ly, and seditiously assert, that the laws 
were not justly administeted within this 
kingdom ; afid that the subjects o^ his 
Majesty were condemned without trial, 
and without evidence, or use expres- 
sions of similar import.’^ 

Alexander Gollan, now or formerly 
residing in Tobago Street, Calton of 
Glasgow, w^as the first witness called. 
He was a patrole for the county of 
Lanark-^nce or twice attended Mr 
Douglases preachings — place crowd- 
ed, mostly f>f the lowest orders — it 
was on Sunday, about six o’clock, in 
the month of January or February. 
He generally ran upon politics — re- 
collects one text from v, of Daniel — 
Mr Douglas made a simile, or repre- 
sented George III. and the Prince 
Regent to be like Kings Nebuchad- 
nezzar and Belshazzar; he instanced 
the King of France, as not having* 
listened to the voice of the people, and 
brought himself to the block. — That 
it was necessary to have a reform, and 
by petitioning, he had no doubt it 
w'ould be obtained. In his prayer, he 
prayed the Lord to convert tlie Prince, 
whom he called infatuated, and to dis- 
perse the counsel about him, and place 
wise and faithful counsellors round the 
throne. In his lecture he said, that 
every person, according to his situa- 
tion, would be punished for his crimes, 
and that the Prince would be punish- 
ed for a series of time, for not listen- 
ing to the voice of the people. He 
found fault with the suspension of the^ 
If abeas Corpus act, but said nothing 
about those who passed the suspension 
of it. 

Witness recollects the prisoner say-, 
ing that he conceived a common exe- 
cutioner to be a far more honouraole 
situation than a king, because the one 
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only took one or two lives in the year, 
but the king thousands. He spoke 
of the Prince Regent as being with 
his Bacchanalian Court, or used simi- 
lar expressions. He said nothing of 
the fate of Belshazzer. He spoke un- 
commonly quick, faster than witness 
could take up what he said. Witness 
went to.h.ear him out of curiosity. He 
said that God had punished the King 
for his unjust doings to the nation. He 
said, that as Belshazzar had drunk 
wine out of the forbidden vessels, so 
the Prince Regent was not taking a 
warning by his father, and was noj; 
lending an ear to the prayers and sup- 
plications of the people, and that God 
would undoubtedly punish him for it 
afterwards. Both in prayers, sermon, 
and lecture, he said that corruption had 
crept into the House of Commons. 

James Waddell, surgeon in Glas- 
gow, has also heard Mr Douglas 
preach, he thinks in p'ebruary last ; 
he went from motives of curiosity.-— 
The discourse was altogether novel, in 
discussing politics whilst pi caching the 
gospel. He was occasionally very vio- 
lent. The impression on witness’s mind 
was, that he was drawing a parallel 
betwixt NebucLadnczzai^aiid the King, 
and Belshazzar and the Prince Re- 
gent, and that the King was deprived 
of his reason for his sins^ and crimes ; 
he cannot recollect the exact words, it 
is merely the impression on witness’s 
mind, and he liad no doubt at the time. 

Alexander Taylor, town - ofucer, 
Glasgow, said, that he had heard the 
pannel preach, and he was sent twice 
particularly to hear him. That he 
preached from Daniel, and he said, 

. while preaching, that seats in the House 
of Commons were sold like bullocks in 
a market, and that the House was vast- 
ly open to corruption ; that he com- 
, pared Great Britain to Babylon, and 
he hoped the happy period was come 
for its downfall ; that he advised his 
hearers to pray to turn the heart of 


the Prince, as a good prayer would 
have more effect than 10,000 men : 
that he quoted John Knox as an ex- 
emplary character, and spoke in disre- 
spectful terms of the King and Prince 
Regent, particularly of the latter, and 
drew a parallel between Belshazzar 
and the Prince Regent, much against 
the latter : that kings deserved the ven- 
geance of God, particularly the Euro- 
pean kings : that he said there was 
such corruption in Parliament, that 
the laws were not properly admini- 
stered. 

John M^Callum, town officer, Glas- 
gow, said, that he was sent by the Ma- 
gistrates to hear the pannel preach, 
cither in February or March : that he 
was then preaching about Belshazzar’s 
feast, and said that Britain was the 
mystical Babylon mentioned in the 
Scriptures ; that he made allusion to 
all kings and rulers ; but does not re- 
collect his making any particular use 
of it against the King or Prince Re- 
gent. J'he pannel made some allu- 
sions to the House of Commons, but 
does not recollect them now. 

Matthew Lowdon, tailor, Glasgow, 
said, that he heard Mr Douglas preach 
three times last winter upon the hand- 
writing Belshazzar saw upon the wall : 
that lie alluded to Nebuchadnezzar be- 
ing driven from the society of men, 
and alluded to the King also, who was 
driven from men’s society, but not in- 
to those of^ beasts ; and that this had 
no effect upon the Prince Regent, who 
behaved like Belshazzar : that he was 
very animated, and called the House 
of Commons a corrupted house ; he 
prayed for the King and Prince Re- 
gent, and that they might get better 
counsellors, and that the heart of the 
poor infatuated Prince might be turned. 

Hugh Paterson, labourer, Glasgow, 
said, liidt he remembers going to hear 
Mr Douglas preach ^wice, either in 
March or Febiuaiy, and lie preached 
out of Daniel ; and he remembers hear- 
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ing him in his prayer, call the Prince 
Regent a poor wretched or infatuated 
being, he not taking a warning by his 
father’s fate: that Nebuchadnezzar 
had been driven from the society of 
men for his sins, and that our King had 
been the same. I^he pannel compared 
the Prince Regent to Belshazzar, by 
drinking out of the vessels of the Tem- 
ple of Jerusalem, along with his wives, 
concubines, and courtiers, and pollu- 
ting them: that LouisXVI. of France 
had lost his life by bad counsellors, 
and that the Prince Regent also would 
not listen to poor petitioners, owing to 
bad counsel. 

John Weddell, tobacconist, Glas- 
gow, said, that he went, about ten or 
twelve weeks ago, to hear the pannel 
preach three times, and that the text 
was Daniel, v. ; that the impression on 
his mind at the time was, that Mr 
Douglas said that the Prince Regent 
was as lit for a gibbet as a throne ; but 
there was a great deal of confusion at 
the time ; this was the lir&t night he 
heard Mr Douglas, and the service w'as 
begun before he went there, but recol- 
lects nothing else. When he went the 
second time, the pannel said that some 
of those who were concerned in the 
battle of Waterloo thought it an ho- 
nour, but, for his part, he thought it 
a disgrace. The declarations of the 
pannel which were admitted by the 
pannel’s Counsel, were then read, and 
closed the proof for the Ckowii. 

Exculpatory Proof, 

Allan Campbell, teacher in Glas- 
gow, is a regular attender of Mr Dou- 
glas’s chapel : attended his evening 
lectures in February and March last : 
remembers him lecturing on Ncbuc- 
hadne z z ar and Bels h a z z ar , an d d ra w in g 
a partial parallel betwixt them and the 
King as to his derangement. He ne- 
ver said the Kiiig had been afflicted on 
account of his infidelty and sins — he 
prayed that the King might be resto- 


red to his throne, if not to one in hea- 
ven. He always spoke of the King 
with respect, and generally prayed for 
him. He thinks Mr Douglas prayed 
more fervently for him than any mi- 
nister in the Established Church whom 
witness has heard. Never heard him 
say that the 'Prince Regent was an in- 
fatuated wretch, or a devotee of* Bac- 
chus — he can safely swear so. On the 
9th of March, witness was told there 
were spies in the house, and he paid 
particular attention to the discourse 
that evening — there was nothing said 
about the House of Commons — never 
heard him say it was corrupt or unjust, 
or that the members were thieves and 
robbers. He always spoke highly of 
the law^s and administration of justice. 
Witness recollects of him saying, the 
Sunday after his son’s trial, 4:hat he 
deemed it a high honour to be a na- 
tive of a country where the laws were 
so impartially administered — his son 
had been tried and convicted of swind- 
ling, and this was seriously said from 
the pulpit. Witness knows Mr Dou- 
glas in private life ; he always spoke 
highly of the Government and Con- 
stitution — he was a friend to reform, 
but he deprecated all rioting or force, 
but by petition. He advised his hear- 
ers to have nothing to do with the riots 
which took place in the Calton last 
summer. He never heard him say that 
the Prince Regent was as lit for a gib- 
bet as a throne. 

William Warrell, weaver in Glas- 
gow, also regularly attended Mr Doug- 
las's chapel, and recollects him lec- 
turing on Nebuchadnezzar ; he com- 
pared him to the King, principally on 
account of the length of their indispo- 
sition ; he said the head was afflicted 
for the sins of the nation. He pray- 
ed that the King might be restored to 
his tliroiie and reason in the same man-- 
ner as Nebuchadnezzar; he recom- 
mended to his hearers to pray for the 
King, He applied the term thieves 
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and robbers, from the 10th chapter of 
St John, to ministers of the church 
who came in by patronage, as not co- 
ming in by the door, but climbing up 
some other way. In every other par- 
ticular, this witness corroborated the 
testimony of the preceding. 

William Nisbet, weavcp in Glasgow, 
in cv‘er.y particular, corroborated the 
evidence of the two preceding. 

John RentouljCandlemaker in Glas- 
gow, also attended Mr Douglas’s cha- 
.pel regularly for twelve years, and was 
present at all his evening lectures in 
February and March last. Remcme 
bers Mr Douglas making mention of 
the nan^e of the King, but cannot re- 
collect any thing about an allusion to 
Nebuchadnezzar — never heard him 
make use of the expressions in the in- 
dictment. He must have heard him 
if he liad. He used to pray for the 
King more earnestly than any minister 
witness ever heard — he always spoke 
of him with respect. In other parti- 
culars this witness corroborated the 
preceding. 

David Young, weaver in Glasgow, 
and John Chalmers, gave similar testi- 
mony. 

Mr Jeffrey stated thi^t he had seve- 
ral more witnesses in attendance, but 
lie considered it quite unnecessary to 
take up the time of the Court at this 
Jatc hour with calling any more. 

The Solicitor-General addressed the 
jury for the Crown. He acknowledged 
that thq evidence adduced against the 
prisoner had fallen far short of what 
he had had reason to expect ; it had 
not been such, he admitted, as to war- 
rant a verdict of Guilty on any of the 
charges ; but though this had not been 
made out, he would expect a verdict 
of Not Proven. 

Mr Jeffrey then followed on behalf 
of the prisoner. He stated, that as 
nothing had been proved against Mr 
Douglas, he was not bound to suffer 
such a stain on his character as a ver- 
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diet of Not Proven would attach to 
it, and he confidently expected a ver- 
dict of Not Guilty. 

The Lord Justice Clerk said, after 
what had been so ably stated by the 
Counsel on both sides, he would leave 
the case entirely with the jury. 

The jury having retired for a few 
minutes, returned a vim voce verdict by 
Mr Dundas of Dundas, their chan- 
cellor, unanimously finding the prison- 
er Not Guilty, 

The Lord Justice Clerk, after a 
short admonition to Mr Douglas, ad- 
vising him in future to be more care- 
ful in the selection of his subjects for 
the moral and religious instruction of 
his hearers, dismissed him from the bar. 

Mr Douglas thanked the Court, and 
added, that he ever had, and ever would 
pray sincerely for his Majesty and the 
Royal Family. 


Andrew Mackinlay for Admini- 
stering UNLAWFUL Oaths. 

Court of Justiciarj/y Edinhurghy 
July 19. 

The Lord Advocate having open- 
ed the case, John Campbell was called 
for the crown, and after some objec- 
tions, allowed to give his evidence. 

John Campbell, sworn and examined, 
in initiulidjfSy if he had received any 
reward, or promise of reward, for be- 
ing a witness. He answered, he had. 
The Lord Advocate moved that the 
witness’s words should be taken down. 
The witness was then desired to state 
distinctly, how and in what manner. 
Depones, That he was apprehended, 
along with the prisoner, he thinks, up- 
on the 22d day of February last, with- 
out cause assigned, or without a war- 
rant. He was called^before the She- 
riff on the Tuesday or Wednesday fol- 
lowing, and examined, and asked, if 
c 



S4* EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817- 


he knew what he was brought there 
for ; he said he did not know ; and 
the Sheriff insisted he did, and that it 
would be wisdom in him to make his 
breast clean. After some similar con- 
versation, the Sheriff went out, leaving 
the witness with Mr Salmond, and he 
is not sure if there was any other per- 
son present. Mr Salmond said, ** John, 
I suppose you are not awaie that 1 
know so much about this business 
and added, I suppose you do not 
know that I have the oath you took 
at Legget’s, on the 1st of January 
Witness denied it. After several exa- 
minations before the Sheriff, and be- 
ing often closetted with Mr Salmond, 
one of these times, after using many 
entreaties, and these having failed, 
Mr Salmond began railing against the 
risoners as villains, who had betrayed 
im (the witness,) for whom he ex- 
pressed a great respect ; and added, 
“ John, I assure you, I have six men 
who will swear you took that oath, 
and you are as sure to be hanged as 
you are in life.” Depones, That up- 
on this he answered him, if he got six 
men to swear so, they would perjure 
themselves ; Mr Salmond said, “ John, 
John, it is impossible six men could 
be got to penure themselves.’^ After 
this, Mr Salmond said, You will 
ruin yourself if you persist in this way ; 
but, if you take the other way, you 
will do yourself much good,” De- 
ones. That after much cpnversation, 
e said, he was not much afraid of 
what came one way, and he could not 
see any good the other, Mr Salmond 
said, that the Lord Advocate was in 
Glasgow, and he would come under 
any obligations if he would be a wit- 
ness : That shortly after this he was 
taken before the Sheriff, when Mr 
Drummond, the Advocatc-Depute, 
came into the room, after which he 
was examined ; but the subject of the 
obligation was ^not mentioned ; and 
soon after he was removed to Edin- 


burgh Castle ; That when In the cas- 
tle, he was visited by Mr Drum- 
mond, who told him Mackinlay had 
been served with an indictment, and 
that his name was in the list of wit- 
nesses ; that now was the time for him 
to determine whether he would be a 
witness or ncl. Witness said, he would 
not ; and he, Mr Drummond-, knew, 
that if he did, he need not go back to 
Glasgow, as he could not live there : 
That Mr Drummond said, he might 
live somewhere else, and change his 
name ; but witness said, he would not, 
?nd that it would be much the same, 
if he lived in any other manufacturing 
place, as in Glasgow : That M»' Drum- 
mond said he was thinking of a plan to 
write to Lord Sidmouth, to get him 
into the Excise, and that if the witness 
chose, he would write, and shew him 
his lordship’s answer. Witness an- 
swered, he did not choose the office of 
an exciseman, and remarked, at the 
same time, it was the only office under 
government he was capable for ; but 
as it was an office exposed to risk and 
ill-will, he did not chuse it, as he had 
formerly been a peace-officer : That, 
at this conversation, no person was 
present but Mr Drummond ; and he 
was with him in the castle several 
times. At the first interview, Mr 
Drummond asked him what he want- 
ed to have ? Witness remained silent, 
and made no answer* Mr Drummond 
then stated, that if he gave such in- 
formation as would please the Lord 
Advocate, he would neither be called 
for as a witness, nor brought to trial : 
That he said that was a very uncer- 
tain matter, and he did not know what 
information they wanted, or that he 
could give more than they already 
had ; and that if his information did 
not please the Lord Advocate, he lay 
open to every attack that might be 
made against him. Mr Drummond 
said, ‘‘ 1 wish to do every thing to 
favour yoU| and will give you a day or 
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two to think of it. Do you wish that 
I should call back again After 
some hesitation witness said, you may 
do as you please. In a few days Mr 
Drummond came back again, and said, 
Now, Campbell, this is the last time, 
you must determine now.” Witness 
asked him if he had wilttcn to Lord 
Sidmouth ? Mr Drummond answered, 
no ; as he had rejected it. Mr Drum- 
mond asked if he had made up his 
mind yet ? Witness said, he had, up- 
.on conditions. He asked what these 
were : A passport to go to the conti- 
nent. Mr Drummond answered, Ite 
supposed nobody could stop him. Wit- 
ness said, being a meclianic, the law 
of the country did not allow him to 
get it. He answered, with a smile, 
“ If that is all, there can be no ques- 
tion you will get it, and means to car- 
ry you there.” They were standing 
when this took place ; and witness said, 
upon these conditions, he would be a 
witness, provided his wife were taken 
into consideration. Mr Drummond 
said, Campbell, sit down, and let us 
understand each other properly, as I 
would not wish that we should misun- 
derstand each other at the latter end.” 
They then sat down, and witness men- 
tioned to Mr Drummond that his wife 
was very delicate, and in poor circum- 
stances, having nothing»but what she 
•earned ; and if it was known that he 
was to be a witness, she might suffer 
ill-will from the public. Mr Drum- 
mond tJien said, “ Poor woman, she 
will be ill off ; write a letter to her, 
give it to Captain Sibbald, and mark 
a one pound note on it.*' Sibbald 
would bring it to him, and he would 
enclose the note. Mr Drummond also 
desired him to write her that he was 
to be witness, and to leave Glasgow, 
and go to his (witness's) father's at 
Symmington in Ayrshire. Witness 
aaid that would be the first thing that 
would make it known in Glasgow, as 
she could not read writing well. Af- 


ter some conversation about writing 
to some friend at Glasgow, it was 
agreed that witness should write a let- 
ter to his wife, stating, that a friend 
of his would send her a one-pound note 
to bear her expenccs to Edinburgh 
by the coach, and she would receive 
money there to carry her back. This 
letter was given to Mr Sibbald in con- 
sequence of the conversation with Mr 
Drummond ; but some days after, it 
was brought back to Mr Drummond, 
who told him, that the Lord Advo- 
cate disapproved of such a letter, but 
that Mr Salmond, at Glasgow, had 
been directed to send for the witness’s 
wife, and tell her to come to Edin- 
burgh. After stating this, Mr Drum- 
mond read a letter from Mr Salmond, 
stating, that he had bought her a ticket 
to come in the coach to Falkirk, and 
from thence to Edinburgh ; but she 
was unwell, and could not come, but 
would come in a day or two ; and the 
witness then burnt the letter he had 
written. It was mentioned by Mr 
Drummond, that the Sheriff was co- 
ming to examine him, and he and his 
Substitute, Solicitor-General, Procu- 
rator-Fiscal, and a clerk came in. On 
the first question being put— “ Well, 
Campbell, what have you got to say in 
this business ?” he answered, suppo- 
sing he was concerned in that affair, 
and was to tell the whole truth, he 
did not consider either himself or his 
wife safe ;*and that without he got a 
passport to the continent, and means 
to carry him there, he could not be a 
witness. Upon which Mr Drummond 
said to the Solicitor-General, An- 
swer you that.” The Solicitor-Ge- 
neral then ordered the clerk to write 
these words, as he thinks ; — ‘‘ Where- 
upon the Solicitor-General assures the 
declarant, that every means necessary 
will be taken to preserve him and his 
wife, and that he wilt get a passport 
to quit the country and go to the 
continent, and the means to carry him 
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there.” During this time, the Sheriff 
was walking up and down the room, 
which is pretty large ; he was desired 
to come and sign this ; when be came 
and sat down at the table, and, after 
perusing the paper for some time, said, 
** I will not sign this and stated, 
that he being an officer of the crown, 
it was his duty to see justice done ; 
and he could assure the witness, that 
if he was to sign that paper, he would 
have much to answer for ; for when 
he was brought as a witness, if he said, 
he had received no reward, nor pro- 
mise of reward, and that paper be pro- 
duced, he would perjure himself. Wit- 
ness answered, No, if it was consider- 
ed as a means of his preservation ; and 
he was supported in the same argu- 
ment by Mr Drummond. Upon which 
the Sheriff said. “ He would sign no 
such paper.” Mr Drummond propo- 
sed that it should be put down that he 
should go into one of the British co- 
lonies, but the Sheriff refused this 
also ; adding, “ that he was willing to 
put down, that every means should be 
used for the preservation of him and 
his wife, but nothing more.” A pause 
ensued ; and Mr Drummond looked 
at the witness, and said, “Now, Camp- 
bell, you know best whether you will 
be a witness on these terms or not.” 
Witnessremained silent, and Mr Drum- 
mond said, “ Now, Campbell, do you 
believe w^e are able to do that for you 
which you expect without its being 
set down on paper ?” and, at this time, 
the Sheriff was sitting at the table. 
Witness said, he knew they were able, 
if they were willing. Mr Drummond 
said, ** Would he rely upon them for 
that.” Witness said, “ May I Mr 
Drummond said, “ You may and 
then witness said loudly, “ Then I 
shall rely on you as gentlemen.” Short- 
ly after this, he was allowed to write 
hia own declarq^ion, all excepting one 
part relating to Mr Kerr. A few days 
after, the Sheriff, Procurator- Fiscal, 


and a clerk, came up to have the nar- 
rative signed, when the Sheriff ad- 
vised him to go home to his loom when 
he got rid of this, and let them rule 
the nation as they chose. Vv'itness an- 
swered, that if he thought he was to 
go hack to his loom again, he would 
rather be sci'-vcd with an indictment, 
even after all he had written ; tc which 
the Sheriff said, he had nothing to do 
with that, as it remained between him 
and others. Witness was again visited 
by Mr Drummond, when he ordered 
Captain Sihbald to give him plenty of 
books, which he got, to the extent of 
nearly 100 volumes. About a fort- 
night or three weeks ago, he .wrote a 
letter to Mr Drummond, stating, he 
wanted some clothes and money for his 
wife, lie received a pair of sliocs from 
Mr Sibbald, by orders of Mr,.Drum- 
mond ; and received for ansv\er from 
Captain Sibbald, that he could not get 
any money at present, but that he 
would get it after the first trial. He 
wrote another letter to Ml Drummond, 
stating, a part of what was stated iii 
his declaration, as a gentle demand for 
money, and received the same answer 
from Captain Sibbald, who said he re- 
ceived It from, Mr Drummond : That, 
although the engagement was not in 
W’nting, in consequence of the inter- 
ference of tine Sheriff, and winch wri- 
ting was immediately burnt in his pre- 
sence ; yet he considers it an existing 
engagement, upon the performance of 
w’hich he thinks himself entitled to re- 
ly ; and that the declaration he made 
and gave to the Sheriff of Mid-Lo- 
thian, was made upon a reliance on that 
engagement ; That at the conversation 
with Mr Drummond, when he got the 
order to get books, he had been cited 
as a witness on the trial of Mackinlay, 
and the first book was on the 22d of 
April last, in the week Mr Drum- 
mond went the circuit : That the id^a 
of danger to himself was first suggest- 
ed by the Sheriff and Fiscal of Glas- 
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^row, who asked, If it was for fear of 
his life that he would not be a wit- 
ness ? He cannot 6ay> he thought his 
hfe in danger, but he did not like to 
go back to Glasgow, after being a 
witness : In none of the conversations 
with any of the gentlemen above-men- 
tioned, was any attompt*made in any 
way to instruct him as to what ^he 
sfiould pay in giving evidence. ^ The 
witness then signed his declaration in 
presence of the Court. 

• Mr J L fTrcy proposed to call Sir Wil- 
licim Rae, to corroborate certain parts 
of Campbell’s declaration, which was 
agreed to by the Lord Advocate. 

The Court then spoke at some length 
on the competency of the last witness, 
and decided that he could not be exa- 
mined, as he came forward to give his 
evidences under the impression that he 
was to receive a certain lemuneration, 
or had made an agreement to that ef- 
fect. 

After 8ev(‘ral other witnesses had 
been called, the Lord Advocate rose, 


and addressed the Court, stating, that 
in consequence of the disappointment 
he had experienced in the turn which 
the evidence he had adduced had ta- 
ken, he found he could not receive the 
verdict which his former impressions 
had led him to cicpect. He, therefore, 
would not take up the valuable time 
of the Judges and jury, in going far- 
ther into a discussion which could nei- 
ther be beneficial to the country nor 
to the pannel. He, therefore, left it 
to the jury to return a verdict of not 
prox)e)iy or 7iot guillyy as they deemed 
most proper. 

Mr Jeffrey complimented the Lord 
Advocate and the other counsel for 
the Crown, for their conduct on this 
occasion ; and stated, that he had not 
seen an occasion on which the conduct 
of the Court had been directed to the 
maintenance of the constitution and 
the liberty of the subject with more 
propriety. 

The jury returned a verdict of J^oi 
Proven. 


rillALS FOIl LIUEI.. 


• Thomas Jonathan Wooleii for a 
Political Libel. 

CourLof King\^ Bench ---Thursday^ 

June 5. 

The libel is contained in a paper, 
called the Black Dwarf, of which the 
defendant is author and printer. The 
following passage may afford a speci- 
men : — 

We start from the contrast of 
what we were with what we are, with 
iis much astonibhmeiit as if we could 
not have anticipated the change. But 
those who will not attend to their own 


affairs, must take from experience the 
lesson that others will invariably de- 
ceive theri, or betray them. Our mi- 
nisters have done both. The nation 
has to reproach them with the most 
infamous duplicity, the most dreadful 
treachery. They promised us that they 
would fight our battles, but they have 
fought their own. They talked of pa- 
triotism, when they meant plunder; 
and told us, we were fighting the bat- 
tles of regular governments abroad, 
when they have been reduced to the 
necessity, even in tjie boasted success 
of our arms, to destroy that constitu- 
tion themselves, which they pretended 
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they called upon us to pay, and com- 
bat to defend. The constitution which 
France could not assail, nor ever wish- 
ed to injure, has perished at St Ste- 
phens, perished ignobly, and without 
a struggle, among the representatives 
of the people, the guardians of the 
public purse. Have our ministers any 
farther object to achieve ? or will they 
be satisfied with the violation of our 
most important laws ? Will they be sa- 
tisfied with our toil as slaves, or must 
we bleed to appease the cause of free- 
dom and reform ? If we must, we have 
only to request of them, in the Ian- 
guage of Ajax, to destroy us in the 
open light of heaven, breathing our 
appeal to the God of Freedom against 
the agents of slavery and degradation. 

We embarked in the last •war to 
conquer France, and w^e have conquer- 
ed ourselves; our ministers have scarce- 
ly breathed from the contest of free- 
dom abroady and they are already in 
full armed mail against liberty at home. 
They would destroy the very name, 
but it is immortal. It starts fresh 
from the scythe of persecution. The 
blood of one martyred patriot is the 
dew that waters the soil, from which 
ahall spring a thousand and ten thou- 
sand heroes. The ministers might as 
well attempt to veil the sun by Act of 
Parliament, as to destroy public senti- 
ment by legislative restrictions. These 
are attempts that destroy themselves, 
and that provoke the crisis Uiat might 
have been avoided. The delusions 
practised by the ministers are now seen 
through, and despised or hated. It 
was not to subdue France, but to sub- 
jugate England to their yoke, that 
they have taxed, and lied, and urged 
us on to fight those who were not our 
enemies. We have been impoverishing 
our strength against the French, that 
we might at last be an easy prey to 
our own junto of rough-riders and po- 
litical jockies. They have pushed us 
on to dangers, while they gained some- 


thing by every step we took ; and 
now, when a nation of paupers suppli- 
cate for foody they are threatened with 
imprisonment and even death. Every 
man that falls a victim to this state of 
things is virtually murdered ; and, al- 
though the laws of man may not be 
able to reach \)r punish the murderers, 
HeaTen’sall-secing eye will mark them, 
and demand a signal retribution from 
the guilty head. 


4 ‘‘ Mr Canning has been living all hia 
days on the life-blood of the constitu- 
tion ; and with his own exertions, and 
the indefatigable exertions of his me- 
ritorious companions, at this figurative 
scene of blood, the life- spring of the 
constitution is almost drained ; yet the 
appetite of Mr Canning is not half sa- 
tiated ; he would drink it to the last 
dregs, and sit with hungry looks upon 
the exhausted treasures of his coun- 
try. The appetite of our statesmen 
for plunder seems to be increasing, as 
the finances of the state diminish. The 
retrenchment to which they have been 
compelled to resort, has consisted only 
in the unjust dismissal of the poor and 
meritorious servants of the state, that 
the salaries of their useless superiors 
might he inc»?ased, and such men as 
Castlercagh bribe such men as Can- 
ning to associate in a league for the 
oppression of their country. Such is 
the unblushing impudence of Can- 
ning’s brazen features, that he dares 
to sit as a legislator in an assembly 
from which he ought to be dismissed 
with execration. What comparison 
can be made in point of actual guilt, 
between the miserable being who com- 
mits a petty theft under the influence 
of distress, and the statesman who 
takes advantage of a sacred trust to 
betray the confidence of a nation, anc^ 
prey like a vulture on the life-blood of 
the empire ? When the gibbet is pre- 
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pared for I he one, the scaffold should 
be ready for the other ; the sacred 
name of justice should not be profaned 
by the punishment of the one, while it 
is mocked by the escape of the other. 
A country that would prosper should 
aUvays remember, that the vices of 
high life, which occasioiMhe distresses 
of the ‘lower orders, ought to be visit- 
ed in their origin, and not in their ef- 
fects. A wretch, who is driven to 
violence to obtain food, may be pitied 
and pardoned without any extension 
of charity ; but the villain of choice 
is deserving of condemnation without 
pity, and death without remorse.” 

The» defendant spoke in his own 
cause, and was answered by the At- 
torney-General. 

Mr Justice Abbott summed up to 
the jury ; leaving it to them to decide, 
whether the productions were or were 
not libels, expressing his opinion very 
decidedly in the affirmative. 

After the jury had turned round, 
and consulted for a few minutes, one 
of them asked his Lordship — suppo- 
sing they considered the facts to be 
true, whether they were still by law 
bound to find the publication a libel— 
whether facts were libejs ? 

Mr Justice Abbott answered, that 
the truth of the fact did not justify 
the libel ; and read to 4;hem the opi- 
nion of Lord Raymond upon the ques- 
tion. 

The jury retired for two hours and 
a half, Sind then returned to the Court, 
the foreman standing with three of his 
fellows at the door of thejudge’sroom; 
the other jurymen were behind them* 

The clerk then put the question in 
the usual form ; and the foreman an- 
swered, we find him guilty ; but three 
of the jurymen wish to state special 
grounds. 

Mr Justice Abbott.— Your verdict 


must be a general verdict of guilty, 
or not guilty. Do I understand you 
to say, that you find the defendant 
guilty ? 

The foreman bowed, and we believe 
added, “ Yes.” 

Is the verdict of guilty the v rdict 
of all the gentlemen of the jury ^ The 
foreman again bowed. 

After the jury impannelled for the 
trial of the second information had re- 
tired, Mr Chitty said, that he hoped 
it would not be considered as an im- 
pertinent intrusion, if he mentioned to 
his lordship, that three of the jurymen 
stated that they had not brought in 
their verdict guilty. 

Mr Justice Abbott. — When I put 
the question, the foreman answered in 
the affirmative, that it was the verdict 
of the whole jury. 

Mr Chitty. — Three of the jury uii- 
derstood that they were to go back 
and reconsider, as your lordship could 
only receive a general verdict. I pre- 
sume that the Crown only wishes to 
obtain a verdict by the unanimous voice 
of the jury. 

Mr J ustice Abbott, — I take it for 
granted, that the Crown only wishes 
to obtain a verdict by legal means — by 
the unanimous voice of the jury. There 
was no need for that observation. The 
verdict is recorded here. 

Mr Wooler. — Their error is not to 
prejudice my case. 

Mr Justice Abbott.— In the proper 
place you may apply. 1 have no wish 
to get a verdict which is not the ver- 
dict of the whole ; but it seems to me, 
that here I cannot listen to you ; the 
jury have retired, and some arc proba- 
bly gone home. 

The question was afterwards argued 
in the King’s Bench, and a new trial 
was ordered. The Attorney-General, 
however, gave up the prosecution. 
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James for Parodies on 

THE Litany, &c. 

Nov. 25th. 

The defendant had admitted judg. 
ment to go by default on an informa- 
tion charging him, a bookseller and 
stationer at Portsea, with printing and 
publishing a scandalous, infamous, and 
impious libel, tending to bring into 
contempt that part of the service of 
the Church of England, called the Li- 
tany. He was now brought up, on the 
motion of the Attorney. General, to re- 
ceive judgment. The officer of the 
Court was about to read the informa- 
tion of the libel, when the defendant 
interposed, and said, that he did not 
wish the Court to be troubled by the 
repetition of the offensive matter. He 
then put in two affidavits by himself, 
in which he deponed, that he had been 
fifteen years in business, and had not, 
until now, been accused of the slight- 
est infringement of the law. That he 
was entirely unconnected with, and un- 
known to the original publisher of the 
libels in question, which he had re- 
printed at the request of a travelling 
dealer, without being at all aware of 
their dangerous tendency ; for him he 
had struck ofl’250 copies, besides some 
that he had reseived for himself, the 
sale of which he stopped immediately, 
when he learnt their profan® and ille- 
gal nature, at the same time ordering 
the types to be dispersed. He had a 
wife and five children depending upon 
him for support. 

Other affidavits from persons resi- 
dent in Portsea were put in ; they gave 
thedefendant an excellent character for 
general loyalty and propriety of de- 
meanour. 

Mr Justice Baylcy, in passing sen- 
tence, observed, tliat the libels in ques- 


tion well merited the epithets bestow- 
ed upon them in the information ; they 
were calculated to undermine the foun- 
dation of all moral and religious duties, 
and to bring into ridicule and con- 
tempt the sacred ordinances of the 
Church ; to fill the minds, more espe- 
cially of the lower orders, with light 
and trivial matters, at a time when they 
ought to be devoted to the service and 
adoration of God. The case before 
the Court was certainly not one of the 
most aggravated description ; but if 
defendant had unpremeditatedly been 
the means of circulating these blasphe- 
mous productions, the evil with respect 
to others was the same ; a slight peru- 
sal of them was sufficient to convince 
any man who reverenced the sacred in- 
stitutions of his country, that they were 
profane and scandalous. It wa§ said, 
that the Creed of St Athanasius had 
been objected to by some of the ho- 
liest and ablest men. It might be so ; 
but their calm and learned discussion 
could be no warrant for an intemper- 
ate and impious attack like the present. 
With regard to others, who had first 
been guilty of this offence, they might 
or might not be more deserving of 
])unishrnent,theCourt always regiilales 
its sentcuce by the circumstances be- 
fore it, not aggravating the punish- 
ment in the casctcarliest brought before 
it, because it is the first, nor diminish- 
ing it in the latest, because it is the 
last. The sentence was, — That the 
defendant, for the first libel, should be 
imprisoned in Winchester jail for eight 
calender months, pay a fine of 100/. 
and give security for five years^ him- 
self in 300/., and two sureties in 130/. 
each. For the second libel, it was or- 
dered, that he should be imprisoned 
four calender months. 

N. B, The above parodies were the 
same for which Hone was afterwards 
tried. 
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WiLi-iAM Hone for Parodies. 

Court of Kinif.s Bench, Thursday^ 
jbcc, ISM. 

1st, Parody on the Catechism, 

• 

Mh Shepherd opened the plead- 
ings, and stated that this was an infor- 
mation filed by his Majesty’s Attorney- 
General, against William Hone, for 
printing and publishing a mischievous 
and profane libel upon the Church of 
England Catechism, the Apostle’* 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten 
Commaydments. The defendant had 
pleaded Not Guilty. 

The Attorney. General then stated 
the case to the jury. The libel was 
charged as an olfenee against the re- 
ligion and establibhed worship of the 
Church of England, as founded bylaw, 
and recognised by Act of Parliament. 
It had been said by all judges, in all 
times, and particularly by one of the 
most learned judges which this country 
ever produced — a judge learned in law 
as well as in science — a judge who was 
one of the best and most learned of 
men, he meant Sir M. Hale, who, in 
one short sentence, said, “ that Chris- 
tianity is parcel of the common law of 
England/* The service «f the Church 
•of England became a part of the sta- 
tute-law in the reign of Charles II., 
when the book of Common Prayer was 
corrected in its present form, and was 
annexed to the Act of Parliament as a 
part of the act itself, so as to become 
the enacting form of the Liturgy of 
the Church of England. Therefore, 
if to revile, or to bring into ridicule or 
contempt the Liturgy so established 
was not an offence, Christianity would 
be no longer parcel of the common 
law of England, nor could the logisla- 
ti.vc security to which he alluded be 
considered as a pai t of the statute-law ; 
because if this was not an offence, the 


law would not be equal to protect that 
which was a part and parcel of the 
law. Whatever might be the motive 
of the person who penned this parody, 
if it had a tendency to ridicule and 
bring into contempt the service of the 
Church, he would be clearly guilty of 
a libel. It was unnecessary for him to 
argue this proposition, in order to sa- 
tisfy the minds of the jury, for the in- 
ference to be drawn from tlie work, 
must be obvious to their understand- 
ing, by reference to its application. If 
they as fathers wished their sons and 
daughters to become Christians, if they 
wished their sons and daughters to hold 
in reverence these sacred subjects, he 
ordy desired them to read this parody, 
and tell him, whether, if they were to 
suffer any of their children to read it, 
or if they were to suffer it to be put 
into the hands of the lower orders of 
the community, (who, though they 
might have instruction to a certain ex- 
tent, were not able to cope with a dan- 
gerous work of this sort,) those chil- 
dren, or that class of the community, 
would have the same degree of reve- 
rential awe for those sacred works 
which was due to such subjects. That 
it was unnecessary for him, perhaps, 
now to read the libel in the terms set 
forth, because it would be read by the 
officer of the Court; they must, how- 
ever, be satisfied, that, though it might 
have been written for the purpose ot a 
political sqpib, yet it was a parody in 
such terms, as were obviously calcula- 
ted to bring the Church of England 
into ridicule and contempt. That it 
was a parody was beyond all doubt, be- 
cause the defendant had used the very 
terms employed in the service, and it 
was only necessary to refer the jury to 
the terms of the Cnurch Catechism, 
and compare them with the libel, to 
satisfy them on that point. (Here the 
learned Attorney-General illustrated 
his observation, by fTfst reading parts 
of the Church Catechism, and compa- 
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ring with the paiody. The recital of 
some phrases in the latter occasioned a 
burst of laughter in the lower part of 
the Court). 

Mr Justice Abbot — If there is any 
person of so light a disposition in Court, 
that he cannot forbear considering this 
as a subject of mirth, he ought, at least, 
not to disturb those who are more grave 
and sober men. 

The Attorney- General resumed, 
and said with increased warmth, that if 
this parody was so ridiculous as to excite 
mirth, he was not sorry for the ebulli- 
tion which called forth the animadver- 
sion of the learned judge, because it 
established the truth of his proposition, 
and manifested the tendency of the li- 
bel. It was impossible, however, for 
twelve men, who understood the nature 
of the law of England, as laid down by 
Sir M. Hale, to doubt that the pub- 
lication which he read was an obnoxi- 
ous and profane libel, tending to bring 
into ridicule and contempt the Liturgy 
of the Established Church. The case 
being fully and fairly under their con- 
sideration, he had no doubt they would 
give a verdict, conformably to the so- 
lemn sanction under which they were 
called upon to determine the guilt or 
innocence of the defendant. 

The publication was then proved, 
and the libel was put in and read. The 
following are a few specimens : — 

“ Q, Rehearse the articles of thy be- 
lief. — A. I believe in George the Re- 
gent Almighty,Maker of New Streets 
and Knights of the Bath ; — and in the 
present Ministry, his only choice, who 
were conceived of Toryism, brought 
forth of William Pitt, suffered loss of 
place under Charles James Fox, were 
execrated, dead and buried. In a few 
months they rose again from their mi- 
nority ; they re-ascended to the Trea- 
sury Benches, and sit at the right hand 
of a little man in a large wig ; from 
whence they laugti at the petitions of 
the People who pray for Reform, and 


that the sweat of their brow may pro- 
cure them bread. 

** I believe that King James the Se- 
cond w^as a legitimate Sovereign, and 
King William the Third was not ; that 
the Pretender was of the right line, 
and that the grandfather of George 
the Third wts not ; that the dynasty 
of Bourbon is immortal, and that the 
glass in the eye of Lord James Mur- 
ray was not Betty Martin. I believe 
in the immaculate purity of the Com- 
mittee of Finance, in the independence 
of the Committee of Secrecy, and that 
the Pitt System is immaculate. Amen. 


Q. You said that your Sureties did 
promise for you that you should keep 
the Minister s Commandments \ tell 
me how many there be ? A. Ten.— - 
Q. Which be they ? A. The same to 
which the Minister for the time being 
always obliges his creatures to iwear ; 
I the Minister am the Lord thy liege, 
who brought thee out of want and 
beggary into the House of Commons. 
1. Thou shalt have no other Patron 
but me. 2. Thou shalt not support any 
measure but nyne, nor shalt thou frame 
clauses of any bill in its progress to 
the House above, or in the Committee 
beneath, or when the mace is under the 
table, except it be mine. Thou shalt 
not bov/ to Lord Cochrane, nor shake 
hands with him, nor any other of my 
real opponents ; for I thy Lord am a 
jealous Minister, and forbid familiarity 
of the majority with the Friends of the 
People, unto the third and fourth cou- 
sins of them that divide against me, 
and give places of thousands and tens 
of thousands to them that divide with 
me, and keep my commandments, &c. 


<< Q. What is required of them who 
submit to the Test of Bribery and Cor- 
12 
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ruption ? A. To examine themselves 
whether they repent them truly of any 
former honour and patriotism, stead- 
fastly purposing henceforward to be 
faithful to the Minister, to draw on and 
off like a glove ; to crouch to him like 
a spaniel ; to purvey for him like a 
jackall, to be as supple W) him as Al- 
derman* Sir William Turtle; to have 
the most lively faith in the Funds, es- 
pecially in the Sinking Fund ; to be- 
lieve the words of Lord Castlereagh 
alone ; to have remembrance of nothing 
but what is in the Courier ; to hate 
Matthew Wood the present Lord 
Mayor, and his second Mayoralty, with 
all our heart, with all our mind, with 
all our soul, and with all our strength ; 
to admire Sir John Silvester the Re- 
corder, and Mr John Langley, and to 
be in charity with those only who have 
something to give,’* &c. 

Mr Hone addressed the jury in a 
speech of nearly five Iiours. He com- 
plained of various instances of ill-treat- 
ment which he had met with in the 
course of the prosecution, particularly 
from Lord Ellenborough, acknowled- 
ging, however, the attentions shewn 
him by Sir William Garrow, the At- 
torney-General. He ccynplained also 
of the cry raised against him in the 
public prints, where he had been re- 
presented as a blasphcmoiis and an im- 
pious miscreant, 'fhe jury were not 
to decide upon liis religious faith. 
Professing himself a Christian, he did 
it with ajl due reverence for the person 
and doctrines of the divine Author of 
that religion. He undertook to satis- 
fy the jury that these calumnies were 
without the slightest foundation, and 
that he should be entitled to a verdict 
of acquittal. On no occasion had he 
lent himself to the publication of any 
work tending to vilify or degrade the 
Christian religion, and he challenged 
tlip Attorney-General to point out a 
single passage in any work which he had 
ever written or compiled, which had 


that tendency. Considering the num- 
ber of w^orks he had written (for the 
greatest portion of his time was em- 
ployed in literary publications), it was 
impossible but tliat something must be 
found wdiich discovered the cloven foot, 
if he was really an enemy to religion ; 
but notwithstanding tlie multiplicity 
of these works, it would be found that 
he had never used expressions injurious 
to the sacredness of religion. 

Mr Hone then made complaints as 
to the manner in which juries were 
made up at the Crown -office. After 
some discussion on this subject, he pro- 
ceeded to what he called the subject- 
matter of his defence, and in a speech 
of considerable length, endeavoured to 
shew that the parody for which he was 
prosecuted, was innocent in itself, and 
could not have the tendency imputed 
to it. From his earliest years he was 
given to reading black-letter books, 
and in the course of his studies he had 
met with a vast number of works call- 
ed parodies, which had never been pro- 
secuted as libellous, or tending to bring^ 
religion into contempt, although they 
were equally deserving of such pro- 
ceedings as the present. No later than 
last October, a parody was published 
by Mr Blackwood of Edinburgh, in a 
Magazine conducted by that gentle- 
man, purporting to be a parody on 
certain passages in the Book of Eze- 
kiel, which, according to the doctrine 
of libel la;d down by the Attorney- 
General, might be considered as bring- 
ing religion into contempt, though the 
object of the parody was to ridicule 
certain individuals named Cleghorn and 
Pringle, with whom Mr Blackwood 
had some misunderstanding — the au- 
thors of this work were respectable 

Mr Justice Abbot interposed and 
said, he did not thin k their respectability 
would be increased by such a publica- 
tion. It was incumlTent on his Lord- 
ship to interpose and protest against it 
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being supposed that the work alluded 
to was innocent in its tendency. Any 
publication tending to bring the Holy 
Scriptures into ridicule or contempt, 
was extremely offensive. 

The Attorney-General rose and ob- 
jected in point of law, that the defend- 
ant had no right to bring in aid of his 
defence libels of the same kind, which 
might have been published by other 
persons in former times. As well might 
the publisher of obscene books produce 
upon the table of the Court volumes of 
obbcene books, in order to justify the 
publication under prosecution. 

]\Ir Hone said, that this was the on- 
ly line of defence left him, and he sub- 
mitted that he was entitled to shew by 
such means that tlic work for which 
he was prosecuted, was such as could 
not produce the effect imputed to it. 
It was impossible, that in these en- 
lightened times — in this age of good 
sense, such a publication could work 
the mischief alleged. He would, how- 
ever, abstain from reading any more of 
the parody which the Court had con- 
sidered objectionable. He could pro- 
duce books which would cover the ta- 
ble, containing parodies which might 
have been the subjects of prosecution, 
if they had been deemed libellous. It 
was only necessary for him, however, 
to make a selection ; the first of which 
was a parody made in 1518 by the 
founder of the reformed religion, the 
celebrated Martin Lutlier„ published 
in Dr Jortin’s Life of Erasmus. It 
was a parody on the first verse of 
the Psalms. The next was a parody 
by Dr John Boys, Dean of Canter- 
bury, oil the Lord’s Prayer, to be 
found in a printed volume of the Ser- 
mons of that reverend divine. He next 
adverted to a work, called “ The Fair 
Circassian,” by the Rev. Mr Coxal, 
being a free paraphrase upon the Can- 
ticles, or Solomon's Song, but which, 
for its obscenity, he would not read. 
Ill the Foundling Hospitalof Wit, was 


a parody upon the first and second 
chapters of the book of Preferments, 
evidently a political squib. Among a 
great many other works to which he 
referred, for the purpose of his argu- 
ment, were the following, viz. a paro- 
dy written upon the Catechism by Mr 
John RccvcvSf the King’s patentee for 
printing the Common Prayer ; the 
Chronicle of the Kings of England, 
in 174*0, by Mr Dodsley; a parody up- 
on the Kings of Israel; the Royad ; 
the Dutch Prayer, edited by Mr Her- 
riot, known to be in the service of go- 
vernment. 

Mr Justice Abbot — It is a very im- 
proper publication. The question is, 
not how long the business of profane 
parody has continued ; the question 
for the jury is, whether this is a pro- 
fane parody ? It might as well, be* said, 
that the long continuance of crime is a 
justification of fresh crimes. I cannot 
suffer profane parodies to be read. You 
may state the nature of them, but I 
cannot suffer them to be read. The 
effect of them upon this inquiry is an- 
other question. 

Mr Hone resumed, and said, al- 
though he might not be suffered to 
read them, yct,.thcy were of importance 
to his defence, for the purpose of shew- 
ing his ignorance that he was commit- 
ting any criniie against religion by this 
publication. 

The next parody he adverted to, 
was one on the Te Deum, which was 
printed by a most loyal bookseller in 
six different language3,and intended for 
circulation among all the troops on the 
continent. The publisher was Mr 
Richardson of Cornhill, a very respect- 
able man ; the languages in which it 
was printed, were Latin, English, Ger- 
man, Italian, French, and Spanish. 
It began (in English) thus : — 

“ O Emperor of France, we curse thee, 

We acknowledge thee to be a tyrant. 

Thou murdering Infidel, all the world detest 
thee ; 
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To thee all nations cry aloud, 

Boiiey ! Koney ! Boney ! 

'I'iiuu art universally execrated.” 

Mr Justice Abbott interrupted the 
(lefcMidant, and said, that he had read 
enough to slicvv the character of this 
publication ; it was a n^ost improper 
' one. 

Mr Hone continued, — Yet it had 
never been proceeded against ; for it 
was on what was called the right side, 
and the religious scruples which were 
'now displayed were not even thought 
of. lUiL he should now speak of a pa- 
rody of a person of much more impor- 
tance than Mr Richardson ; it was Mr 
Canning, one of the present ministers, 
who was one of those who directed the 
Attorney General to institute this pro- 
secution, It was in ridicule of certain 
pcrsoiis*in this country, who were said, 
by the writer, to be the followers of 
LiCpaux, one of the men who had made 
themselves famous in die French revo- 
lution, and who was said to have pub- 
licly professed atheism ; such at least 
seemed to be the assertion of the paro- 
dy. It began thus, — 

Last of tlie anointed five, hchuld and least, 
'Fhe director i.d Lama, sovn-ei*;!! pricat, 
Lepaux, whom atheists worship; at whose 
nod, 

Bow Iheir meek heads, — the men without a 
God. 

Ere long, perhaps, to this astonish’d isle, 
Eresh Irom the shores of subjugated Nile, 
hliall Buonaparte’s victor fleet protect 
'The genuine theo-plnlaiithropic sect; 

The sect of Marat, Mirabeau, Vidtaire, 
Led by their ponti iT, good l.a Rcveillerc. 
Rejoiced, our clubs shall meet him, and in- 
stal 

The holy hunch back in thy dome, St Paul : 
While countless votaries, thronging in his 
train. 

Wave tlieir red caps, and hymn this jocund 
strain : — 

‘ Couriers and Stars, sedition’s evening host, 
ThouMorning Chronicle, and Morning Post, 


Whether ye make the rights of man your 
theme. 

Your country libel, andyour God blaspheme. 
Or dirt on private worth and virtue throw. 
Still, blasphemous or blackguard, praise Le- 
paux ! 

And ye five other wand'rlng batds that move 
In sweet accord of h.irmony and love, 
Coleridge and Soutlicy, Lloyd, and Lamb 
and Co. 

Tune all } our mystic harps to praise Lepaux. 

Priestley and Wakefield, humble, holy men. 
Give praises to Ins name with tongue and 
pen ; 

I’helwall, and ye that lecture as ye go. 

And foi* your pains get pelted, praise l.c- 
paux. 

Praise him eacli jacobin, or fool, or knave. 
And your cropp’d heads in sign of worship 
wave ; 

All crec]>ing creatures, venomous and low, 
Paine, Williams, Godwin, Holcrolt, praise 
Lepaux. 

And thou Leviathan, on ocean’s brim 
Hugest of living things that sleep and swim; 
'1‘hoii in whose nose, by Burke’s gigantic 
hand, 

'fhe hook was fix’d to drag thee to the land ; 
With Coke, Colquhoun, and Anson, in thy 
train. 

And Wlutbrcad wallowing in the yeasty 
main ; 

Still as ye snort, and puff, and spout, and 
blow, 

In pufling, and in spouting, praise Lepaux.” 

Now it was plain, that the object of 
Mr Canning’s parody was the same as 
that of his^owm. It was political ; and 
it proved, that the ridicule which the 
authors of the parodies attempted to 
excite was not always intended to fix 
on the production parodied. He should 
now shew, that parodies might be writ- 
ten with the most laudable, and even 
with religious intentions. He remem- 
bered hearing the Rev. Rowland Hill 
say, that the l)evil had beauties enough 
in his service, and that he should try 
to enlist them in the service of Christ. 


* The Duke of Bedford. 
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That popular preacher had, in fact, 
bestowed much attention, and even ex- 
pence, on the music of his chapel, and 
had parodied the most popular or pro- 
fane songs, that is to say, had set to 
the same tunes words, the general dis- 
position of which resembled the songs 
in question. Rule Britannia was one. 
In the work, well known to Baptists, 
and other denominations of dissenters, 
called Rippon’s Selection, published 
by Dr Rippon, were many hymns set 
to profane tunes. The hymn, 

“ There is a land of pure delight. 

Where saints immortal reign,” &c. 

was set to the tune of Drink to me 
only with thine eyes, and I will pledge 
with mine.’* Another was set to the 
tuneof“Tell me, babbling Echo, why.*' 
And one, comparing the Christian's 
view of futurity to the prospect which 
Moses had of the promised land from 
the banks of the Jordan, was set to 
Buonaparte's March. Yet this was 
done by most pious men, who not on- 
ly did not intend to degrade the devo- 
tional poetry which they adapted to 
profane or popular tunes, but who did 
not even fear that such associations 
would have a bad effect upon their 
flock. 

He should now attempt to prove, 
that he had not that intention which 
WuS charged in the indictment, to create 
impiety and irreligion. Frpm the be- 
ginning to the end of the production 
in question the subject and the object 
was political. It was intended to ri- 
dicule a certain set of men whose only 
religion was blind servility, and who 
subjugated their wills and understand- 
ings to persons who they thought 
would best promote their secular inte- 
rests. The principles which he as- 
cribed to those persons were so enu- 
merated as to contrast with the duties 
which Christianity enjoined, and the 
Christian principles shone more bright 


as contrasted with infamous time-ser- 
vingness. He should quote another 
parody, ascribed to Mr Jekyll, now a 
Master in Chancery, on that well- 
known songof Mr Gay's, called“ Black 
eyed Susan." The parody began thus : 

‘‘ All in the D6wns the fleet was moor’d, 
The streamers wavingiii the wind. 

When Castlereagh appear'd on board. 

Ah ! where shail I my Curtis find ? 

Tell me, ye jovial sailors, tell me true, 

Does my fat William sail among your crew ? 

William, who high upon the poop, 

^ Rock’d by the billows to and fro. 

Heard, as he supp’d his turtle- soup. 

The well-known Viscount’s voice below. 
The spoon drops greasy from his savoury 
hands, 

And quick as lightning on the deck he 
stands.” 

Mr Justice Abbott said, he could 
not conceive how this could be deem- 
ed relevant. It was his duty, a« a 
Judge, to prevent the names of indivi- 
duals from being unnecessarily intro- 
duced or ridiculed. 

Mr Hone said, he conceived the in- 
troduction of this parody was necessa- 
ry. His position was, that a parody 
might be written on any work without 
an intention to ridicule it. This was 
an apposite and t^triking instance. No 
one could suj^pose that Mr Jekyll, or 
whoever it was that wrote that paro- 
dy, intended to ridicule the classical 
song in question. 

Mr Justice Abbott, — You have read 
enough to shew that. If your position 
be, that there may be parodies which 
do not ridicule the works parodied, 
and that this is one of them, you have 
fully established it. 

Mr Hone said, he, in that case, 
would not trouble the Jury with more 
of it ; he was sorry he had occasion to 
detain them so long, though, for his 
own part, he was not half exhausted* 
He was, however, obliged to mention 
some publications which he had before 
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omittedy and which would strongly 
shew the impunity which publishers of 
works of a description similar to his 
own had enjoyed. They were the 
works of that celebrated caricaturist 
Mr Gilray ; works to which, in point 
of execution, nothing could be supe- 
rior. Some of them hft had before 
him; one of them was the niasterpiece 
of Gilray. It was the Apotheosis of 
Hoche, the French general of division, 
to whom the expedition against Ire- 
land, planned by the Directory, was 
entrusted. It represented Hoche m 
tri. coloured robes, with his jaek-boote 
falling from his legs, and with a halter 
round his head in the form of a wreath, 
a guillotine in his hand as a harp, on 
which he seemed to be playing. In 
this shape he seemed to be ascending 
to heaven ; but to what heaven ? There 
was the rainbow, indeed, spoken of in 
the Revelation ; but, above, instead of 
the seraphim and cherubim, which are 
represented as surrounding the throne 
of Justice and Mercy, were grotesque 
figures with red night-caps and tri-co- 
loured cockades, having books before 
them on which were inscribed Ca ira, 
and the Marseillois Hymn. Instead of 
angels, were Roland asd Condorcet, 
Marat and Petion, and many nameless 
figures, with poison, and daggers, and 
pistols, and the different implements of 
•death. The holy army of martyrs 
were parodied by headless figures, hold- 
ing palm-branches. But this was not 
all. The symbol of the mystery of the 
Trinity, — of the tri-une essence of the 
Divinity, — was represented by a tri- 
angle with a plummet, in the midst of 
which was inscribed Equality, and from 
it, instead of rays of glory, daggers 
and bayonets were represented diver- 
ging. Under this triangle were the ten 
commandments, beginning, “ Thou 
shalt have no other God but* me,” 
meaning Equality, which was inscri- 
bed above ; upon the thirtieth and 


fortieth generation shalt thou have no 
mercy at all.” 

Mr Justice Abbott, — You have read 
quite enough of this. You have shewn 
that it is a most improper publica- 
tion, it matters not by whom pub- 
lished# It is to no purpose that you 
shew, that there have been blasphemous 
libels before your time ; you must shew 
that your own publication is not one. 

Mr Hone continued, — The Jury 
would see what the real difference was 
between Mr Gilray and him. Mr Gil- 
ray, who published these things to 
serve the purposes of the Administra- 
tion, had a pension from Government. 

The Attorney General said, it was 
not before the Court that Mr Gilray 
had a pension. They knew nothing 
of Mr Gilray. 

Mr Hone said, he had his informa- 
tion on this subject from the relations 
of that gentleman. He had seen a 
plate of this same gentleman's, which 
might be called a parody on the taking 
up off Elijah, and leaving his mantle 
to Elisha. And who was in the place 
of Elijah and Elisha in Mr Gilray’s 
print i Why, Mr Pitt was taken up 
to heaven, and his mantle was left to 
his political associates, among whom 
were the present Ministers, those who 
instituted this prosecution. 

Mr Hone complained afresh of the 
hardships he had suffered. He had 
passed nights of anxiety and agony ; 
and he was*brought to defend himself 
under all the disadvantages which a 
poor man could labour under. The 
public had been prejudiced against him. 
The newspapers throughout the coun- 
try were filled with false and ignorant 
charges against him. His character 
was blasted. Yet, be the result of this 
trial what it might, he should be glad 
he had an opportunity of defending 
himself ; and he felt that he had done 
so to the satisfaction of every honest 
man, and, next to the consciousness of 
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innocence, that was what he valued 
most. 

Evidence was called to prove, that 
Mr Hone had ceased to publish the 
libel, on learning that it had given of- 
fence. 

The Attorney General replied at 
length. 

Mr Justice Abbott explained the 
grounds of the legal proceedings. The 
Attorney General had said, and truly, 
that the Christian religion was part ol 
the law of the land, and any offence 
against it was therefore an offence 
against the law. The defendant main- 
tained, that the application of the li- 
bel was purely political, although a re- 
ligious form had been adopted ; but, 
admitting the fact, it did not follow 
that the tendency of it was not to pro- 
mote profaneness and irreligion. As 
an authority against it, and a higher 
could not be stated, his lordship 
should quote one of the commandments 
parodied, — Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain, for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain.’’ Did 
not this libel take the name of the Al- 
mighty in vain ? Did it not, allowing 
it to be political in some degree, apply 
the sacred name of the Creator to light 
and trivial matters ? Was it not the 
application of the offices of religion 
and public worship to matters compa- 
ratively insignificant ? His lordship 
then proceeded to read and comment 
upon the early parts of the libel, ob- 
serving, when he arrived at the parody 
on the Lord’s prayer, that it was un- 
necessary faither to shock the ears of 
the jury ; the publication would be 
handed to them, and they might judge 
for themselves. The question here 
was not what had been done in former 
times, but what the defendant had done 
in the present. It was no question, 
whether he were or were not in him- 
self a religiously disposed man ; it was 
to be hoped that he was so ; but it 


could neither increase nor diminish the 
measure of his criminality. His lord- 
ship was fully convinced, that the pro- 
duction was highly scandalous and ir- 
religious, and therefore libellous ; but 
if the jury were of a different senti- 
ment, their verdict would, of course, 
be an acquittal. It, however, seemed 
to admit of no doubt or difficulty. 
The design and effect were plain upon 
the face of the libel ; and, to young 
and unexperienced minds, the conse- 
quence of a perusal might be most in- 
jurious. What but a feeling of impie- 
ty', if not of ridicule, could exist on the 
mind of a child during divine service, 
if, on the Saturday night or .Sunday 
morning, this publication had fallen in 
its way ? His lordship then handed 
the publication to the jury, desiring 
them to read it attentively, and to make 
up their minds as to its object and ef- 
fect. 

The jury retired, and, after delibe- 
rating about half an hour, returned 
with a verdict of Not Guilt ij> 

2d, Parody on the Litany^ 

Dec. 19. 

Mr Shepherd opened the pleadings, 
and the Attorney-General state?d the 
case to the ju^y. He observed, that 
the defendant was charged in the first 
count of the information, with an im- 
pious and profane libel, being a parody 
on the part of the Common Prayer, call- 
ed the Litany ; and the second count of 
the indictment charged the libel as a 
seditious one. To the nature of the 
libel, as described in the first count, 
however, he would particularly direct • 
their attention ; because he would 
broadly and flatly assert, that any man 
who scoffed at, who ridiculed, who 
made parodies of the Prayer of the . 
Established Church, was guilty of 
blasphemous and impious libels. If 
ever there was a prayer constructed by I 
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any human creature for the purpose of 
offering to his Deity ; if ever there was 
a supplication oflFered to the Redeemer 
for the forgiveness of the sins of men, 
which was sublime and solemn, that 
which was ridiculed in the present in- 
stance was one. It was utterly impos- 
sible that any man couM parody that 
sacred form of prayer witlyiut having 
impious and profane ideas in his own 
mind, and inculcating those ideas on 
the weak minds of others. 

It was not possible for any person 
to read that publication without hor- 
ror and disgust, unless that person 
were one in whose mind were raised 
the impious and blasphemous principles 
which it was the nature of the libel in 
question to inculcate. Here the At- 
torney-General, in an impressive man- 
ner, read that beautiful reiteration of 
the names of the Redeemer in the Sup- 
plication, and then adverted to the imi- 
tation in the libel. 

The followingis a short specimen : — 

“ O, Prince ! ruler of the people, 
have mercy upon us, thy miserable sub- 
jects. 

Oh, House of Lords 1 hereditary 
legislators, have mercy upon us, pen- 
sion-paying subjects. • 

“ O, House of Commons I p'-oceed- 
ing Trom corrupt borough-mongers, 
liave mercy upon us, y*^ur should-be 
* constituents. 

“ From an unnational debt ; from un- 
merited pensions and sinecure places ; 
from an extravagant civil list ; from 
utter starvation — Good Prince, deli- 
ver us ! 

“ From taxes levied by distress; from 
jails crowded with debtors ; from poor- 
houses overflowing with paupers — 
Good Prince, deliver us 1 

“ From a Parliament chosen only by 
one-tenth of the taxpayers; from 
taxes levied to pay wholesale liuman 
butchers their subsidies, from false 
doctrines, heresy and schism, which 
have obscured our once glorious con- 


stitution; from conspiracies against the 
liberty of the people ; and from ob- 
stacles thrown in the way of the ex- 
ertion of our natural and constitutional 
rights^: — Good Prince, deliver us ! 


By your feelings as men, by your 
interests as members of civil society, 
by your duty as Christians — O Ru- 
lers, deliver us ! 

“ By the deprivations of millions, by 
the sighs of the wudow, by the tears 
of the orphan, by the groans of the 
aged in distress, by the w^ants of all 
classes in the community, except your 
own and your dependants — We be- 
seech ye to hear us, O Rulers ! 

That it may please ye tolessen the 
cares of the world unto all bishops, and 
church dignitaries ; giving their super- 
abundance to the poor clergy, and no 
longer taxing us for their support — 
Wc beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers I 
That it may please ye to place with- 
in the bounds of economy the expen- 
diture of all the royal family — W e be- 
seech ye to hear us, O Rulers ! 


O, House of Lords, that taketh 
away so many tens of thousands of 
pounds in pensions — Have mercy upon 
us ! • 

“OjHouseof Commons, that votest 
away the money of the whole nation, 
instead of that of those only who elect 
you — Have mercy upon us ! 

“ O Prince hear us !'* 

The defendant here commenced hia 
defence. He preceded it, by remark- 
ing, that he conceived every man his 
enemy, who interrupted the proceed- 
ings of the Court by any thing so in- 
decent as laughter.* He then commen- 
ced the same line of argument as yes- 
terday, and began reading a parody. 
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Lord Ellenboroiigh.— It would be 
well to tell you, if you are about to read 
irreligious parodies made by others, I 
shall not receive them. The commis- 
sion of a crime by many individuals, 
does not lessen the guilt of one indi- 
vidual. It is my decided purpose not 
to receive them, as it would be illegal, 
and therefore you may use your own 
discretion whether you chuse any long- 
er to dilate on that which I declare ju- 
dicially ought not to be received in evi- 
dence. 

The defendant. — I would ask your 
Lordship, whether you mean to send 
me from this place to a prison ? If you 
do, you may prevent me from addres- 
sing the jury, but if you do not, let me 
make my defence. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Y ou may state 
what you are now stating if you think 
fit, but that shall not be received as 
evidence, which, from its nature and 
description, cannot be legal evidence. 

Defendant. — I state seriously that 
I do not know what your lordship 
means. 

Lord Ellenborough? — 1 have stated 
enough to be intelligible. 

Defendant. — Not to me. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Well, I can- 
not help it. Goon. You will use your 
own discretion, whether you choose to 
dilate. 

Mr Hone then read the same paro- 
dies as on the former days, with seve- 
ral others, particularly some dn the Li- 
tany itself. The first he mentioned, was 
from the “ Rump, or an exact Collec- 
tion of the choisest Poems and Songs, 
relating to the late Times. By the 
most eminent Wits, from Anno 1639, 
to Anno 1661. London, 1662." 


ALetant for the New-Year. 

From all and more than I have written here, 
I wish you well protected this new year j 
From civil war and such uncivil things. 

As ruin Law and Gospel, Priests and Kings ; 


From those who for self ends would all b«- 
tray, 

From such new saints that pistol when they 

From flattering faces with infernal souls, 
From new reformers such as pull down 
Paflls, &c. 

Then followed another from the same 
book, called “ The City of London's 
Litany,” from which he read a short 
extract, — 

“From rumps tliat rule against customes and 
laws, 

Fnom a fardel of fancies styled a Good old 
Cause, 

From wives that have nails that are sharper 
than claws, 

Good Jove, deliver us all. 

From men who seek right where it’s not to 
be had, 

From such who seek goed where ail things 
are had, 

From wise men, far worse than fools or 
men mad, 

Good Jove, &c. 

The next was from a ‘‘ Collection of 
the newest and most ingenious poems, 
&c. against Popery,” published soon 
after the Revolution. 


A New Photestant Litany. 
r 

From cobweb-lawn-charters, from sham 
freedom banters, 

Our liberty-keepers and new gospel-plant- 
ers, 

And the trusty kind hands of our great quo 
warrantors, 

Libera nos Domine. 

From high-court commissions, to Rome to 
rejoin us, 

From a Radamanth chancellor, the western 
Judge Minos, 

Made head of our church by new jure di- 
vinos, 

Libera nos, &c. 

From a new-found stone doublet, to the old 
sleeve of lawn, 

And all to make room for the Pope-Lander 
spawn, 
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To a born through bed curtains 
close drawn. 

Libera nos, &c. 

From resolving ore night where to lye in 
to morrow, 

And from cunning back-door to let mid- 
wife thorow. 

Eight months full grown^ man-child born 
without pang or sorrow, 

L|bera nos, Ac. 

From a god-father Pope, to the heir of a 
throne. 

From three Christian names to one sur-name 
• unknown, 

With a Tyler milch-nurse, now the mother's 
milk’s gone.” » 

Libera nos, &c. 

There was one from the second part 
of the same Collection, beginning, — 

From immoderate fines and defamation. 
From I>raddon’s merciless subornation, 

And from a bar of assassination, 

Libera nos Dominc. 

Mr Hone read many others in the 
same spirit. There was one which he 
had omitted in regular order, which he 
should now mention. It was a parody- 
on this very Litany, by Ben Jonson, 
which he should now mention, in a 
farce called Cynthia’s Revels. — 

AiT(iQ. From Spanish shrugs, French faces, 
tmirks, irps, and all affected humours. 

Chorus — Good Mercury, defend us. 
Pha, From secret friends, sweet servants, 
loves doves, and such phantastique humours. 
Chorus — Good Mercury, defend us, 
Amo, »From stabbing of armes, flap-dra- 
gons, healths, whiffs, and all such swagger- 
ing humours, 

Chorus~~,Good. Mercury, defend us. 
Phat From waving fannes, coy glances, 
gleckes, cringes, and all such simpring hu- 
mours, 

Chorus — Good Mercury, defend us. 

As this indictment was also laid for 
sedition, he attempted to sheV that 
t?he attacks upon government were le- 
gitimate and well-founded. 

The Attorney-General replied ; and 


Lord Ellenborough then proceeded to 
charge the jury.-^They would recollect 
the evidence they had heard on the part 
of the defendant, that he had stopped 
the circulation of this work on the 27th 
of February ; but when he told them 
this, it was no matter of consideration 
of « guilty, or not guilty.” Every 
man might endeavour to do away his 
offence by a sort of reparation ; he 
had however had the painful duty of 
sitting, when the crime of forgery was 
brought before him, in cases where the 
money had been sent back ; but so 
little had this been attended to, that 
the severest penalties of the law had 
been enforced. The fact which the 
defendant has proved, could only have 
effect in mitigation of punishment. 
The information charged that this was 
an impious and profane libel ; it was 
a libel on one of the most beautiful 
compositions that ever came from the 
hands of men. It was a part of the 
ritual even before the Protestant form 
of worship was established, and to 
bring this into ridicule, to endeavour 
to write down the Litany, was impious 
and profane. It was said, that there 
was no intention, but the law consider- 
ed that every man intends that which 
he has done. The smallness of the 
price for which these works were sold, 
only accelerated the sale, and increased 
the danger. One offence could not be 
justified by another ; on the contrary. 
It was aggravation to say, that persons 
had done so before, and thence to add 
to the number. As to going up to the 
time of Martin Luther, Boyce, and so 
on, the habits of those times were to- 
tally different ; the first scenic perfor- 
mances were mysteries or representa- 
tion of incidents in sacred writ. Lu- 
ther himself was not very temperate 
when he engaged in controversy. There 
were many things of the parodies that 
had been read, that must be consider- 
ed as profane and impious, but this of 
the defendant transcended them all in 
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magnitude. He would deliver them 
hia solemn opinion, as he was requi- 
red by Act of Parliament to do ; and 
under the authority of that act, and 
still more in obedience to his conscience 
and his God, he pronounced this to be 
a most impious and profane libel. Be- 
lieving, and hoping, that they (the 
jury) were Christians, he had not any 
doubt but that they would be of the 
same opinion. 

The jury, at a quarter past six re- 
tired ; at eight they returned, and their 
names having been called over, the 
foreman, in a steady voice, pronounced 
a verdict of Not Guiltij, 


Sdy On the Athanasian Creed, 

At half past nine, Mr Hone enter- 
ed the Court, preceded by twice as 
many books and papers as were pro- 
duced in his defence yesterday. He 
appeared extremely ill and exhausted. 

The Attorney-General rose and ad- 
dressed the Court as follows : — My 
Lord, I beg leave to state one circum- 
stance, and I do desire, that what I 
am about to state, may not be suppo- 
sed to arise from any desire on my 
part, not to proceed in this case, but I 
do observe in this Court, that the de- 
fendant appears to me to be very un- 
well ; it was at first pointed out to 
me by a friend of mine, and I think it 
right to say what I am about to say. 
I believe he does not wish to make any 
request to put off the trial, nor do I 
wish he should make that sort of re- 
quest. If he is not well, and he does 
not feel himself able to bring the whole 
feeling and force of his mind on his de- 
fence, as he ought to be able in such a 
case like this, I am sure I do not wish 
at present to proceed. I beg it may be 
understood, this suggestion arises from 
no wish on my part to postpone the 
trial, but from an anxious wish, that in 


a case like this, he should have all his 
bodily strength, and the full use of his 
abilities, in his defence, which certain- 
ly are great ; and if he has the slight- 
est wish not to go on from the fatigue 
he has undergone, without putting that 
wish in the shape of a request, I am 
perfectly agreeable to postpone the 
trial, for \ am very anxious that he 
should have every benefit in making 
his defence. 

Defendant. — I certainly feel very 
much obliged by the Attorney- Gene- 
ral’s kindness, and I am sure it is kind- 
ness. The present agitation — it is 
weakness. I was very much exhausted 
yesterday by what took place, nnd was 
very much hurried this morning to get 
down to the Court. 1 feel, 1 know 
I shall be perfectly well soon. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Y ou will make 
a discreet election for your own bene- 
fit. It won’t be in my power to stop 
for you when the trial has commenced. 
You will make your election, therefore, 
now that the Attorney- General kindly 
gives you the opportunity. 

The parody was read, of which the 
following is a short specimen : — 

“ Tor there is one ministry of Old 
Bags, another of Derry Down Tri- 
angle, and another of the Doctor. But 
the Ministry of Old Bags, of Derry 
Down Triangle, and of the Doctor, is 
all one ; the folly equal, the profusion 
co-eternal. Such as is Old Bags, such is 
Derry Down Triangle, and such is the 
Doctor. Old Bags a Montebank, 
Derry Down Triangle a Montebank, 
the Doctor a Montebank. Old Bags 
Incomprehensible, Derry Down Tri- 
angle Incomprehensible, thcDoctor In- 
comprehensible. Old Bags a Humbug, 
Derry Down Triangle a Humbug, and 
the Doctor a Humbug. And yet they 
are not three Humbugs, but one Hum- 
bug. ' As also they are not three In- 
comprehensibles, nor three Monte- 
banks, but one Montebank, and one 
Incomprehensible. So Old Bags is a 
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Quackf Derry Down Triangle is a 
Qiiackj and the Doctor is a Quack. 
And yet they are not three Quacks, 
but one Quack. So likewise Old Bags 
is a Fool, Derry Down Triangle is a 
Fool, and the Doctor a Fool. And yet 
they are not three Fools, but one Fool, 
&c.” 

Mr Hone, in his defen^, follov/cd 
a similar course as on former occasions. 
It was hoped, be had no doubt, by cer- 
tain very grave members of the Cabi- 
. net, my Lord Sidmoiith, and my Lord 
Liverpool, that William Hone could 
not stand the third day, that he would 
sink under his fatigues, and want of 
physicqj power. He can’t stand the 
third trial,'’ said these humane and 
Christian ministers. “ Wc shall have 
him now, — he must be crushed." Oh, 
no ! no^! no ! he must not be crushed. 
He had a spark of liberty in his breast, 
which, the more it was fanned, became 
the rriore intense in its brightness, and 
never would buffer him to be crushed 
in a just cause. This spirit would sup- 
port him under the most excruciating 
suffering, the most grinding oppres- 
sion, and would go with him to the 
grave. The consciousness of his inno- 
cence gave him life, spirit, and strength, 
to go through this third ordeal of per- 
secution and oppression. This was the 
last throw he had ; if Ite could shew 
his heart, the jury would see that he 
was a man of truth, and that he had 
no more idea of ridiculing the Athana- 
sian Cr^'ed, than he had of murdering 
that family to which he hoped he 
would be restored this night. But he 
begged leave to state, that he had rea- 
son to suppose his lordship’s father 
was not a believer in the Athanasiaii 
Creed. 

Lord Ellenborough. — It seems you 
know better than I do. 1 never heard* 
any thing of the kind. Whate^^er his 
belief or disbelief was, he is many 
years gone to his account. In com- 


mon delicacy, Mr Hone, not a word 
more upon that subject. 

Mr Flone. — There existed, he knew, 
considerable doubts upon the authen- 
ticity of that Creed ; — it being men- 
tioned by some, that St Athanasius 
had nothing to do with that Creed, but 
that it was actually a parody Upon the 
real Creed. Many doubts existed 
amongst some of the dignitaries of the 
Established Church on this Athana- 
sian Creed. 

Lord Ellenborough. — It is not al- 
leged to be Athanasius’ Creed here. It 
is only said to be commonly called the 
Creed of St Athanasius. 

Mr Hone. — Is it not then, as it would 
seem to be the Attorney- General's 
opinion, from the form of the informa- 
tion to which your lordship has just 
referred, that the Athanasian Creed 
becomes apocryphal, and cannot be 
viewed as it is by my prosecutor. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Yes; but the 
Act of Uniformity made it that which 
it is now described to be. 

Mr Hone. — The Act of Uniformi- 
ty ; God foibid that this act could have 
had the effect of making this what it 
is deemed to be from its import by 
some persons. God forbid that it could 
make all men think alike on such a 
subject as this. 

Lord Ellenborough. — It is not in- 
tended to have that effect. It merely 
operates to create uniformity amongst 
those whci conform to certain religious 
opinions. It is not intended to libel 
those of a different persuasion. 

The Attorney-General replied. 

Lord Ellenborough then charged 
the jury. He fully concurred in the 
law of the case as laid down by the At- 
torney-General. The defendant seem- 
ed under a delusion, when he supposed 
t^t parodies were exempted from pro- 
sSution for libels. He was wrong in 
that ; for there had been several pro- 
secutions for offences committed in that 
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shape. He mentioned the cases of 
Woolaston and Paine. Perhaps, there 
had never yet been a prosecution for 
parody. The only question for them 
was, whether this was a libel ? Did it 
force ludicrous and absurd images into 
the mind when the Creed was read ? 
The Father was Old Bags 5 the Son 
was Derry Down Triangle; and the 
Holy Ghost was the Doctor. The de- 
fendant asked whom the laugh excited 
by this was against ? But although the 
laugh might be against the persons re- 
presented under these terms, did not the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
form a part of the association in this 
laugh ? If they found that there was a 
mixed profanity of this kind in the 


subject of libel, they must find a ver- 
dict of Guilty ; if both the subject and 
the object of the parody were made ri- 
diculous in the conjunction, they must 
come to this conclusion. He hoped 
from their verdict, conscientiously and 
honestly found, a stop to the career of 
profanity and ‘impiety. Was the rising 
generation be overwhelmed with an 
inundation of immoral and irreligious 
publications ^ He had not a doubt but 
the parody before them was a profane 
and impious libel. 

At twenty minutes after eight, the 
jury retired to consider their verdict. 
At twelve minutes before nine they 
returned into Court, and pronounced 
a verdict of Noi Guilty^ 


CRIMINAL TRIALS. 


The Luddites at Leicester. 

Leicester Assizes f April I . 

At seven o’clock, a large assem- 
blage of the principal inhabitants met 
at the Exchange, and being sworn in 
special constables, proceeded immedi- 
ately afterwards to the Judge’s lod- 
gings, headed by Mr Mayor, with the 
magistrates of the borough, and escort- 
ed his lordship to the Castle, when 
the following prisoners were put to 
the bar, and severally arraigned ; 
Thomas Savage, aged 39 ; William 
Withers, aged 33 ; William Towle, 
aged 22.; John Amos, aged 30^ John 
Crowther, aged 40 ; Joshua Mitchell, 
aged 29 ; Samuel Caldwell, aged 29 ; 
James Watson, aged 21 ; John Cla|ie, 
aged 29. A jury was then attempted 
to be impann^led, but the objections 
of the prisoners, through the medium 
of their counsel, were so numerous. 


that it could not be effected. All the 
prisoners were then ordered from the 
bar, except John Clarke, alias Little 
Sam, who was put upon his trial, and 
a jury sworn ir. 

Mr Sergeant Vaughan opened the 
business in a very animated and elo- 
quent addressrto the Court, in which 
he paid a high compliment to the in- 
defatigable exertions of Mr Mundy, 
who, as a magistrate, had been princi- 
pally instrumental in bringing, the of- 
fenders to justice. 

The first witness called, was Mr 
J, Boden, partner in the firm of 
Heathcote and Boden. — Mr Boden 
had left the factory at eleven o’clock 
on the night on which the depredation 
was committed ; an extra guard had 
been added a few days before the out- 
rage by the foreman, in consequence 
of his apprehensions. When Mr Bo- 
den left, there were six regular guards, 
besides the watchman : within the fac- 
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tory xrcre fifty-five frames, finished and 
unfinished ; fifty-three were at work, 
twenty-three on the first floor, and 
thirty in the top story. On that night, 
ten or eleven men were employed, 
four or five on the first floor, and five 
or six on the second. After the out- 
rage had been committed, Mr Boden 
sent off immediately to* the police at 
Nottingham ; when he retijtned to the 
factory, about five o’clock in the 
morning, found all the frames destroy- 
ed, the lace had been cut, and burnt 
upon different parts of the floor ; most 
of the windows broken, apparently by 
stones from the outside ; and AshA*, 
one of the guard on that night, he 
found had been shot in the head. 

A jjiodel of the factory was in the 
Court; 

The second witness, John Asher, 
at aboat a quarter past twelve, heard 
a noise of footsteps coming up the 
yard, facing the casting-shop, heard 
tl\e dog bark, and a pistol go off, 
when the dog ceased barking ; imme- 
diately after saw three men in the shop, 
with something over their faces ; as 
soon as they came to the door-way, I 
pointed a pistol at them ; they had 
either two or three pistols ; my pistol, 
not being cocked, did not go off; 
turning my head on one side, some 
person came in and fired a pistol at 
me. I was shot at th*e back of my 
head ; I was stunned ; when I came 
to myself, I found I was under the 
work-bench, and was bleeding very 
fast ; two men stood over us upon 
guard, Webster and Ironmonger were 
lying by me ; heard a great knocking 
as if they were breaking the machines. 
They were swearing, aiM saying, 
“ Ned, do your duty.’’ The men with 
the pistols kept guard over me all the 
time, and said, if 1 stirred, they would 
blow my brains out : I was bleeding 
very fast ; I asked them if they would 
let me out, or fetch a doctor. I was 
afraid 1 should bleed to death ; they 


made no answer. In ten minutes, they 
said to the guardsmen, how is that 
man that is wounded ? the man said 
to me, how are you? 1 said I was 
very bad — he asked me if I could do 
a bit ^longer; I said I could, if they 
would make haste : he said they would 
not be long. They went in about five 
minutes, leaving me bleeding ; I was 
taken home ; but, before then, one of 
the men who had come in, said, shake 
hands with the wounded man ; Web- 
ster put out his hand, and I shook 
hands with Webster. 

The third witness was Mr Palmer, 
surgeon, of Loughbourgh, who was 
called in to Asher, and deposed to the 
state he found him in, having extract- 
ed a ball or slug, from his head, &c. &c. 

The fourth witness examined was 
John Blackburn, (one of the Lud- 
dites, who was admitted king’s evi- 
dence. ) After giving a long detail 
of the preliminary steps, he said, We 
went to Loughborough, Savage call- 
ed for a quart of rum at the White 
Lion ; Mrs Tyler delivered it to him ; 
1 then went to the Green Man, and 
drank a glass of ale for a signal ; they 
came out, and we went for the hatchets, 
and then went to Ashby-lane about 
half past eleven o’clock on Friday 
night, about 200 or 300 yards from 
the f^actory ; Bill Towle, William 
Burton, James Watson, Big Sam, 
Little Sam, Aaron Dahin, Jack Dis- 
ney, Christopher Blackburn, Savage, 
Amos, Old Crowder, Bill Withers, 
Joshua Mitchell, Jack Heill, Slater, 
myself, and James Towle, were there ; 
Savage had got the rum in his pocket. 
Withers produced pistols ; he saj^ 
they were loaded ; he had tried them 
beforehand, and they need not try 
them over again. Little Sam had a 
pistol; some had handkerchiefs over 
their faces, and some changed clothes 
with each other. Mitchell had his 
coat turned inside.out. Savage had a 
pistol. Savage produced the bottle 
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of runr, which was handed round. We 
could sec the factory ; some said we 
ehonlJ be half killed before we got 
in — it was a dead drop. Slater had 
one of the hatchets, Bill Towle and 
Burton had each one ; they stoo.d he- 
sitating how they were to attack ; 
they said, would I go first ? I said 
I would show them the place, when 
some set off running, and I ran. We 
seized a man, he was going towards 
the factory, he was threatened with 
instant death if he did not let us in 
without alarm ; he knocked at the 
outside door, a dog barked. Bill 
Towle chopped at the dog, the hatchet 
Bew out of his hand ; Jim Towle then 
shot at him : the cry was, Brush 
forwards, lads.’’ I saw my brother 
and Jim Watson in the place, (in the 
casting-shop) ; I went in, I saw three 
men sitting upon stools in the shop ; 
one stood up instead of lying dowm, 
which they were ordered to do ; one 
man took a pistol off the shelf and le- 
velled it at Christopher Blackburn, 
(his brother). 1 ran in and fired a 
pistol, and ran out, I saw the man 
fall ; he lay under a bench ; a guard 
was put over them. After it was all 
settled, Little Sam was set sentry over; 
I was fixed as a sentinel from the cast- 
ing-shop to the corner of Malt-Mill- 
lane. I loaded my own pistol after I 
had fired it ; I had my brother’s pis- 
tol. After we had been there a quar- 
ter of an hour, there was a c^ of more 
hands wanted, and I went up stairs ; 
they had almost broke the frames. 
Bill Towle and Slater were breaking 
the frames ; Little Sam was put sen- 
Aiel over one of the factory-men at 
the door leading into the casting-shop; 
Savage stood on guard over a woman 
whom he had in custody. I heard one 
pistol fired on the outside, about Malt- 
Mill-lane. The whole time at the fac- 
tory was about forty minutes. The 
pistols were all fired off when thejob 
was done ; some loaded three or four 


times. The numbers were called over; 
we called numbers as high as ninety, 
(having first called over the real num- 
bers), to make the folks believe we 
had more than we had. Big Sam told 
Slater to hit the desk which was in the 
shop ; he broke it open, and took away 
two pistols an(J a gun belonging to the 
fiictory. 

Blackbur i was then cross-examined 
by Mr Balguy. Several respectable 
witnesses were called, who corrobora- 
ted the evidence given in all the mate- 
rial points ; and, after a very minute 
summing up of the whole by his lord- 
slnp, the jury, in a few minutes, return- 
ed d verdict — Gniltij. 

On the following morning the Court 
met at eight o’clock, and did not finish 
till after eleven o’clock at iiiglit. Tho- 
mas Savage, William Withers, Wil- 
liam Towle, John C row’ t her, Joshua 
JMitchell, John Amos, and James Wat- 
son, were severally found guilty ; and, 
with the above John Clarke, received 
sentence of death. 

Samuel Caldwell, or Big Sam, who 
should also have been tried, fainted 
aw’ay in Court, and w^as in a fit for a 
considerable time. He w’as declared 
by the professional gentleman who at- 
tended him, to t)c too ill to know what 
he was about, and his trial stands over 
for the next as^^izes. John Slater, an- 
other of the accomplices, (who was 
tried with Towle, since executed), was 
indicted on another count, to which 
he pleaded guilty, and is to be trans- 
ported for life. 

John Clarke, or Little Sam, after 
his commitment to goal, had the evi- 
dence of Blackburn read over to him 
by Mr JNnindy, upon which he burst 
into tears, and said it w^as quite true 
in every respect, as far as he was con- 
cerned, and he requested to sign each 
sheet qf the deposition, which he w^as 
permitted to do. He was transporteij 
for life. 
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RottEB O'Connor ror Robbery of 
THE Irish Mail. 

County of Meath Assizes^ August 5. 

4 The indictment having been read, 
i ' Mr Serjeant Jibb, as leading counsel for 
the prosepution, stated the c^se against 
the prisoner. The learned cciiinsel con- 
fined himself to a simple relation of 
the facts which grounded the alleged 
charges of felony ; and adverted, in 
brief terms, to the evidence and circum- 
stances upon which he was instructed 
those charges would be sustained. In 
reference to Mr O’Connor, personally, 
he regretted as much as any individual 
even amongst the friends of the unfor- 
tunate gentleman, the unhappy situa- 
tion in which he was placed ; and 
sympathizing, as he did, in common 
with those around him, in its painful- 
ness, he declared he should feel the 
most sincere gratification in his acquit- 
tal. 

' Michael Owens, and Richard Wa- 
ring, the informers, gave a detail of the 
circumstances, representing INI r O’Con- 
nor as an active accomplice with them- 
selves in the robbery. ^ 

Thomas Thomson, Esq. solicitor to 
the post-office, stated, that in conse- 
qiieiKie of iidormation winch he recei- 
ved through Owens, he went to Dan- 
; gan, in company with Alderman Lar- 
^ ley and Captain Mockter. He pro- 
] ceeded to the house of the younger Mr 
O’Connor, on the Dangan demesne, 
and situated at a short distance from 
\ the prisoner’s house, and there found 
' the two blunderbusses which had been 
exhibited to the last witnesses. He 
[ - found them in the bed-room of Mr 
; O’Connor, standing against the chim- 
; iiey, in a conspicuous situation, and not 
1 . in any manner concealed. He received 
1 it^ormation concerning a watch, and 
seized an article of that description, 

I which he had met with, but found, on 


examination, it was not such a one as 
was described to him— -he therefore re- 
turned it. This witness next proceed- 
ed to state, that he met Mr O’Connor 
at the assizes of Naas, where he at- 
tended to prosecute the Owenses. He 
observed, in a jocose way, that “ when- 
.ever the Owenses were to be tried, he 
was sure to meet Mr O’Connor.” Mr 
O’Connor replied, that they were as 
great vagabonds as existed. The wit- 
ness mentioned, that notwithstanding 
that assertion of Mr O’Connor, he ap- 
peared at the trial, and gave these per- 
sons a general good character, which 
surprised witness so much, that he had 
him cross-examined as to the fact of 
his having had the conversation with 
him respecting these individuals, pre- 
vious to the trial. Mr O’Connor, as 
witness affirmed, had not denied that 
he talked of the Owenses as being very 
bad persons, but that he was not se- 
rious when he spoke of them. Wit- 
ness got nothing in the house of Mr 
O’Connor, jiin. but the blunderbusses; 
and as to the house of Dangan, the 
searching of that place was kit to Al- 
derman Darley, 

John Allen, farmer, was the next 
witness. He remembered the 4th of 
October, 1812. He saw Mr O’Con- 
nor on that day — having received a 
note from tha^ gentleman, desiring him 
to call on him. Mr O’C'onnor asked 
whether he had not heard of the mail 
robbery of the 2d, and he answered 
he had. He then asked, what would 
witness think if he heard the mail had 
been found on Dangan demesne ? Wit- 
ness answered, he should be sorry to 
hear it was the case, as from the cir- 
cumstance of a bag having before been 
found there, it would have a bad ap- 
pearance in the country. O’Connor 
then brought him into a room, and 
shewed him, lying on a table, the mail 
bags, some newspapers, lottery-tickets, 
broken notes, &c. *He further asked 
witness whether he could keep a se- 
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cret ? To which he replied, that he ne- 
ver abused any confidence that was re- 
osed in him. O’Connor then asked 
im, if he had not been security for the 
gaoler of Trim, and whether he was 
not, in consequence, likely to be a suf- 
ferer by the escape of Heavy and Sa- 
vage ? Witness replied he was securi- 
ty. O’Connor then said, that he had 
reason to know that Savage was lurk- 
ing about Dangan, and that he would 
put witness in the way of securing him. 
On being asked whether any oath was 
proposed to him by O’Connor, he said 
there was not. O’Connor had a red 
book in his hand at the time of asking 
him whether he could keep a secret, 
but proposed no oath. O’Connor had 
asked him what he would advise him 
to do with the bags ; and witness an- 
swered, to send them to the postmas- 
ter of Summerhill. 

On his cross-examination, this wit- 
ness stated, that he considered the se- 
cret he had to keep was, that Mr 
O’Connor had interfered in procuring 
the re-taking of Savage. He further 
asserted, that he took Mr O’Connor’s 
interposition on this occasion, to be an 
act of kindness, and intended to shew 
his gratitude to the witness, and his 
brother-in-law, the gaoler, for acts of 
civility received, while he (Mr O’Con- 
nor) was confined iu Trim gaol for an 
assault, for which he had been convict- 
ed. 

The following were the principal 
witnesses for the defendant : — 

Michael Parry, Esq. agent to Mr 
O’Connor, deposed, that on the 2d 
November, 1811, he had remitted to 
MrO’Connor 4*793/. — that on the 17th 
of August 1812, he remitted him 1400/. 
-—and that on the 27th September 
1812, he sent him 500/,, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing cattle at the fair of 
Ballinasloe. He had enclosed the 500/. 
in a letter to Mr O’Connor; and had 
written to the Bank of Ireland, ma- 
king them acquainted with the circum- 


stances, and desiring them not to pay 
the notes to any order but that of Mr 
O’Connor. His letter to Mr O’Con- 
nor was then in court, and he said he 
would, if permitted, refer to it. The let- 
ter was handed to him, and he read from 
it a mention of the inclosure of the mo- 
ney. Since the commencement of his 
intercourse with Mr O'Connor, their 
money deahngs amounted to 25,000/. ; 
and at the time of the alleged robbery, 
he would have transmitted him 2000/., 
if he wanted it. In the course of his 
dealings he never met with a more ho- 
nourable or upright man. Witness 
further stated, that the amount of Mr 
O’Connor’s rental in Cork, was 1 800/. 
per annum. 

Jeremiah Keller, Esq. barrister-at- 
law, stated he had known Mr O’Con- 
nor for a great number of years, during 
which, they had been intimateTriends. 
Mr O’Connor was formerly of the 
Munster bar. Speaking generally of 
his character, he conceived it to be ex- 
cellent. He would mention an in- 
stance of his disinterestedness and gene- 
rosity. He had married a lady in early 
life, without a fortune ; notwithstand- 
ing which, he had made a most liberal 
settlement upon her. Witness knew 
him afterwards to support the lady’s 
father in a creditable style, which he 
continued to do until his death. ' He 
thought it next to an impossibility that 
he would be guilty of such an act as 
had been imputed to him. 

Sir Francis Burdett said, he was 
acquainted with Mr O’Connor since 
1796, about the period he ( Str F.) had 
returned to England. He always en- 
tertained the highest opinion of his ho- 
nour and principles. On being asked 
whether he had any money transac- ' 
tions with Mr O’Connor, he answered 
it was unpleasant to allude to such mat- 
ters ; but as it was conceived to be use- 
ful to Mr O’Connor’s defence, he would 
mention, that embarrassments, which he 
need not parliculaiize, had rendered 
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dHFcrent small advances to Mr O’Con- 
nor necessary, and of which he (Sir 
F.) had never made any memorandum. 
A circumstance having at one time oc- 
curred, which he would not then ex- 
plain, he had written to Mr O’Connor 
to place 400/ to his credit, at his bank- 
er’s. Mr O’Connor, in answer, wrote 
to him, saying, he had not* a demand 
for 400/. but 1000/. and enclosed him 
his bond for that amount. On wit- 
ness’s next meeting him, he told Mr 
.O’Connor he had entirely misunder- 
stood his intentions, and, returning the 
bond, desired him to pay the money at 
his convenience. Witness said, he was 
once before in Ireland for a short time ; 
and that his present visit was for the 
purpose of serving Mr O’Connor as 
far as he was able. He was then ask- 
ed, from what he had known of Mr 
O’Connor, and calling him, as he did, 
his friend, what were his feelings on 
hearing of the charge of felony which 
had been preferred against him. Sir 
Francis replied, with great emphasis, 

I thought I should have sunk into 
the earth." Counsel observed, that it 
was well known the witness was a gen- 
tleman of large fortune ; and asked him 
whether or not he would have advan- 
ced him money if he had applied to him 
at the period of the imputed offence. 
Sir Franck replied, “ I "know not the 
sum of n™ley that I would not have 
placed at his disposal if he had applied 
to me.” 

The learned judge (Daly) address- 
ed a few words to the jury. He said 
there was certainly legal evidence to 
go to the jury ; but, in the course of 
his experience, he never knew a charge 
so strongly rebutted as that which it 
was produced to sustain. If the jury 
felt any reasonable doubts, he would 
recapitulate the evidence ; but, if they 
thought with him, it was unnecessary 
for him to do so. 

The foreman of the jury replied, 


that himself and his brethren were all 
of his lordship’s opinion. 

The verdict of acquittal was imme- 
diately pronounced. 


The Ashcrofts, &c. for Murder. 

Lancaster Assizes, September 5. 

James Ashcroft, the elder, aged 53 ; 
David Ashcroft, his brother, aged 48; 
James Ashcroft, the younger, aged32; 
William Holden, aged 47 ; and John 
Robinson, aged 53, charged with the 
murderof Margaret Marsden and Han- 
nah Partington, in the dwelling-house 
of Thomas Littlewood, at Pendleton, 
near Manchester, on the 26th day of 
April last, pleaded not guilty. 

The dreadful atrocity of the murder, 
unparalleled even by the murder of 
Marr and his family, the hour of the 
day, (two o’clockinthe afternoon), and 
the public place in which the horrid 
deed was perpetrated, together with 
the number of the accused, and the 
nicety of the evidence, had excited the 
very highest curiosity. At seven 
o’clock the Court was excessively 
crowded. Within the bar, the counsel 
could with difficulty find room to sit 
or stand. Without the bar all was 
one entire mass, that stood and moved 
as if inseparable. After a jury was 
sworn, th« elder Ashcroft flung his 
hand upwards with a theatrical air, 
and exclaimed, “ Not Guilty his 
brother followed his example, and his 
son, and Holden. Robinson scarcely 
raised his hand to young Ashcroft’s 
shoulder. 

Mr Cross, in a speech of great force 
and pathos, opened the case. It was 
his painful duty to detail, and their 
not less painful duty to investigate, 
the circumstances ^of a murder, the 
most atrocious which the experience 
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of any of them had observed. That 
the deed was perpetrated was not 
matter of question ; their only task 
was to select the perpetrators. Now, 
gentlemen, you will find the four pri- 
soners, on the evening of Fridiiy, the 
25th of April, met together in a pub- 
lic house in Manchester, not drinking 
and making merry, but engaged in 
cool, deliberate, serious, important 
consultation. You will find them on 
the next, the fatal day, walking back- 
wards and forwards near Mr Little- 
wood’s house, sometimes together, 
sometimes separate, now here, now 
there, at one time on the public road, 
at another time in the private path. 
Holden is seen in the kitchen between 
one and two o’clock ; the young wo- 
man that saw him, will swear to him. 
At two o’clock another young woman 
saw the kitchen window shut, when 
the murder must have been commit- 
ted. About three, young James 
Ashcroft, David Ashcroft, and Hold- 
en are seen coming out at the iron gate 
with bundles in their hands. They are 
again seen at the Black Horse, and at 
the Horse Shoe, In the evening 
young Ashcroft is seen in a play 
ground, flushed, probably with intox- 
ication, displaying a bundle of notes, 
and handfuls of gold. But liere 1 
must state the deeds perpetrated with- 
in the house. The family consisted 
of Mr and Mrs Lictlcwood, IMrs 
Marsden, an ancient lady, Jong in the 
family, and what is of importance, long 
before v/ell known to the Ashcrofts, 
and a beautilul young girl, the unfor- 
tunate Hannah I’artiiigton. Mr Lit- 
tlewood had a grocer’s shop in Man- 
chester, to which he and his wife re- 
gularly went every Saturday morning, 
when there is a market in IManches- 
ter ; they did so on Saturday, the 
2Gth, and left Mrs Marsden, and Han- 
nah Partington in the house. Mr Lit- 
tlewood had a veVy considerable sum 


of money in the house, which he kept 
in u drawer that he never locked; iu 
this sum were nineteen guineas in gold. 
All the money was taken away. The 
display of property, therefore, made 
by young Ashcroft, is pregnant with 
suspicion, especially when you will 
find it proved, that he could not pay 
2^. the day before. But old Ash- 
croft is stlill untouched. He is seen 
deliberating and walking with the rest, 
but he is not connected wuth Little- 
wood’s house. This man, then con- 
fined in the same cell with one charged 
VUth felony, but proved fully innocent, 
holds frequent conversations on the 
subject with his fellow prisoner, and 
with that impatience to unload a guil- 
ty conscience which criminals feci, 
and which prompts them to make dis- 
closures, however foul the dee^, or fa- 
tal the secret, to their associate ; he 
relates to him, that he kept watch in 
the three-nooked field, wdiile the others 
committed the atrocious act of mur- 
der. ’rhcvsc circumstances will derive 
confirmation from the contradictory 
confessions of the prisoners, and the 
anxiety of Holden to conceal the shirt 
he had on. It must be admitted that 
the property, has not been traced. 
There were no marks on the notes or 
the gold. Only a seven shillings piece 
was taken away, and a seven shillings 
piece was found on one of the prison- 
ers. Neither is any mark of blood 
found upon their clothes. The evi- 
dence consists of the circumstances I 
have detailed. If they satisfy your 
minds that the prisoners are guilty, 
you will of course find your verdict 
accordingly, however painful the task. 
If you can reasonably doubt the force 
of all the evidence that will be laid be- 
fore you, God forbid I should urge 
you to convict the prisoners. 

Martha Baker. — I keep the Crown 
and Anchor. 1 remember Mr Morti- 
mer being there on the 25th, in the 
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bar. I was there also. No one was 
with him for some time ; the first that 
I came in was David Ashcroft. I don^t 
/ jtiiow the persons or names of the three 
\ that came in together, and whom I in- 
f troduced into the bar. 1 saw them 
I come in at the lobby-door ; they said 
nothing, but appeared tcf be strangers 
in the house. Mortimer was there for 
about half an hour after I introduced 
them. David Ashcroft moved into 
the chair that Mortimer got out of, 
the other persons sat on a form at the 
table ; they sat two and two together, 
on opposite sides of the table, facing 
each other, with their hands on the 
table, tl^e right hand clasped in the 
left. They were conversing in a kind 
of whisper. I could not hear what 
they said. They continued till about 
eleven (i’clock, an hour after Morti- 
mer went away ; they were talking 
80 the whole of the time. They had, 
1 rather think, two gills a-piecc of 
ale ; three gills was the outside of it. 
I saw no laughing or joking to the 
best of my recollection. I sat and 
looked at them, wondering what they 
had so much to whisper about. 

Mary Hallows, (by Mr Cross.) — I 
lived on the opposite side of the turn- 
pike-road to Mr Littlewood’s. 1 went 
that day to Littlcw^ood’s pump. 1 
came across the road, at the iron 
gate, along by the front of the house, 
and into the yard to the pump. It 
was between one and two. 1 saw in 
at the window as I passed by the front 
of the house. I saw two in the kit- 
chen ; Mrs Marsden with her back to- 
wards the window, sitting between the 
window and the fire ; the other person, 
a man, sitting with his face towards 
the window. I had a clear view of 
him. In the yard I saw the young 
woman Hannah Partington. She had 
come for a shovel-full of coals. *I had 
some conversation with her. I went 
back with my pitcher the same way. I 
did neft look into tlie kitchen then. I 


have seen the man again. lie had on a 
yellow silk handkerchief, a dark coat, 
1 think blue, and a dark waistcoat. I 
saw him again on Monday following. 
I had told the magistrate of what I 
had seen. I went on the Monday in- 
to Littlewood’s parlour, for the pur- 
pose of looking if 1 could know the 
man. There were more than ten men 
in the loom. 1 looked, and immedi- 
ately knew him. It is William Hold- 
en. Before 1 spoke, he said, “ You 
are wrong, young woman.’ ' 1 said, 

“ I believe that to be the man I saw 
in the kitchen.” I have no doubt at 
all that he is the man. 1 looked par- 
ticularly at him as I passed the win- 
dow — 1 could hardly get past. He 
looked as earnestly at me. On Mon- 
day he had on the same handkerchief, 
I think the same coat, and a lighter 
waistcoat. Cvross-examiried by Mr 
Starkie. — I looked because I had sel- 
dom seen a man there ; and I looked 
to see if it was the girl’s father. He 
did not attempt to conceal himself. I 
could see him in every corner of the 
kitchen. 1 could not see Mrs Mars- 
den if I had not looked back. The 
situation he was in was most open to 
be seen. I did not stop at all ; 1 had 
lost sight of him when I saw Mrs 
Marsden. I saw a nice new handker- 
chief on the table. I looked at it. 
When a man looks a woman in the 
face, a modest woman does not look 
back agais. — Is it your practice ?— - 
( Mr Cross, ) She does not deserve this. 
— Judge — No, not at all. — I thought 
he would consider me a very impu- 
dent woman. I had no reason to look 
ill. I don’t know how I happened to 
look. 1 did look. Going back, I 
had my can of water, and could not 
well look in. I looked in when I had 
no reason, and did not look in when I 
had reason. He spoke on Monday 
before I spoke, but not before 1 had 
fixed my eye upon fiim. He was pla- 
ced in the same situation in the kitchen, 
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and I looked at him in the same way, 
through the window on the Monday. 
I can't tell what there is particular in 
his face, but I am fully persuaded that 
it is the man by his features, and his 
hair being straight over his forehead, 
and his round shoulders. 

Mr Cross. — If you should to-mor- 
row see the gentleman that has now 
questioned you, you would know him ? 
Yes, sir, I should. 

The Judge. — He has given you some 
reason. 

Mr Cross. — You have conducted 
yourself with great propriety. 

Mr Starkie objected to the pane- 
gyric on a witness. 

The Judge. — No, no, she has given 
her evidence with great fairness, I 
never saw a young woman bear an ex- 
amination better. It is for the jury to 
judge of credibility. 

Mr Thomas Littlewood.-— My house 
is in Pendleton. I have a grocer^s 
shop in Salford. My family consisted 
of myself, my wife, Mrs Marsden, in 
her 75th year, who lived with me ten 
years, Hannah Partington, in her 20th 
year, she lived with me two years. It 
was my custom to go, together with 
my wife, to the shop every market- 
day. We went on the 26lh about 
nine in the morning, and returned in 
the evening at eight. I had left about 
160/., 140/. in notes, and nineteen gui- 
neas in gold, half-a-guinea, and a seven- 
shilling piece. We left the money in 
a drawer where we slept ; the drawer 
was not locked. I saw the money at 
seven in the morning. There was plate 
in the kitchen. I heard of the alarm 
as I came to the iron-gate ; I went on 
in front of the house ; the shutters 
were to, but not fastened ; there is a 
loose board to fasten them, which the 
men did not understand. I tried the 
door, it was locked ; the yard-door 
was locked, and {he key in it. I go 
in at a lobby at the end of the house ; 

1 found the key of the door under the 


bear next morning. We took a lad- 
der and went in by an upper window ; 
some went in before me ; I went 
straight into the kitchen ; Mrs Mars- 
den was sitting in the chair she always 
occupied ; Hannah Partington was ly- 
ing under the dresser, with her knees 
bent towards her head ; they Were 
quite dead and cold ; the kitchen was 
covered with blood ; the poker was 
bent and very bloody ; the cleaver, 
which was always hung in the kitchen, 
I found in their bed-room, with a lit- 
tle blood on it ; the money was all 
gone ; the notes were 1/. and 21. Bank 
of England notes ; out of the same 
drawer were taken shirts ^nd silk 
handkerchiefs ; from other drawers, in 
the same chest, were taken shawls and 
things belonging to my wife ; all could 
be put into two or three small bundles ; 
a person, standing in the J'hree-nooked 
Field, can see the house and front- 
way as clear as if they were on the pre- 
mises. 

Cross-examined. — I never saw the 
Ashcrofts in my life. I did not exa- 
mine the wounds. I could not stand 
that. There was scattered blood, I 
did not see any account of examina- 
tions in the Manchester papers. Part- 
ington was a very handsome girl ; she 
had no sweetheart. I am sure she |iad 
none. • 

Ely Dyson, weaver, was passing - 
about four in the afternoon of the 26th. 
He saw James and David Ashcroft 
and Holden come out of Littlewood’s 
gate with a bundle. Did not suspect 
them, as they appeared to be gentle- 
men, but was surprised that they look- 
ed 80 earnestly at him. 

A number of other witnesses had 
seen the persons about the house at 
the time. 

William Collins.-— I was removing 
to Manchester, in April, on a Friday, • 
(25th.) Removed my things in a cart 
belonging to John Astlcy. When I 
got to Manchester, Richard Young 
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claimed the cart. He took me up, and 
got me taken to the New Bailey on Sa- 
turday forenoon. I was put into the 
lock-ups. On Sunday night, I saw 
old James. He was in the same cell 
with me the first night. I tell’d my 
case over, and he tell’d me his. One 
day, as he came back, I llaid, “ How 
are you going on now ?’* Hfe said, he 
was in very poor heart, forth^y brought 
fresh witnesses against him every time. 
He said it was very doubtful but what 
they would be all hanged. He said, that 
there was him and his son, and his bro- 
ther David and Holden, had made it 
up for to murder and rob Mr Little- 
wood's h«use. He said, that him and 
his son and Holden went ; but when 
they gaed nearly to Mr Littlewood's 
house, they saw some person, and they 
were afraid to go in ; that he went to 
a butcher’s shop for a little pith to rub 
his corns ; then they went past the 
Hare and Hounds, then turned back 
again ; they went down to see a raven 
kept by a gentleman, and then came 
back again. After they had passed 
Littlewood’s a third time, Holden 
went into a barber’s shop to shave him- 
self ; they went then to a place to buy 
some cheese and bread ; then they went 
to a public-house, where they had some 
beer I went down a lane into a field 
near Mr Weston’s maniffactory, and 
■ sat under a hedge in that field ; I saw 
my son James and Holden go into Lit- 
tlewood’s ; I was a-back of that hedge 
for a sigMial for them at the window ; 
if I seed any body go towards Mr 
Littlewood’s house, I was to lay my 
hat on a thorn that I sat under for a 
signal ; I never saw any body, and ne- 
’ yer lay my hat on the hedge ; after 
seeing them come out, I went towards 
them. Just as he said that, they put 
other prisoners in with us, and we ne- 
ver had any conversation after ^hat. 
W"e were never alone after that. 

, The Chief Baron summed up the 


evidence in a very luminous address of 
more than an hour and a half. To- 
wards the conclusion of it, David Ash- 
croft begged to be allowed to say 
somethjng farther. The Chief Baron 
said, it was quite irregular, but he 
would certainly indulge him. He then 
threw out many incoherent charges 
against the evidence for the prosecu- 
tion, and begged to have Mr Wright, 
a magistrate, and Mr Witherton, a con- 
stable, examined, to contradict Mary 
Hallows. 

The Judge said, he would allow it, 
but insisted that Mr Williams, the 
counsel for the Ashcrofts, and Mr 
Starkie, the counsel for Holden, should 
be sent for. 

After a considerable interval, Mr 
Williams appeared ; and, after he had 
conversed for a considerable time with 
his lordship and with the prisoners, 
David Ashcroft said, he would leave 
the case as it was to God Almighty, 
who, he hoped, would direct his lord- 
ship and the jury to do justice. 

James Ashcroft the elder, — O t 
may God, by his Holy Spirit, inspire 
the jury to perceive the truth, and to 
give a true verdict, for we are all inno- 
cent of this murder.” 

The Chief Baron. — I’ll listen to any 
thing for which you can offer evi- 
dence ; but you must not be allowed 
to make speeches of that kind. His 
Lordship then concluded, by a very 
impartial artd solemn peroration. 

The jury in two minutes returned 
their verdict. James Ashcroft the el- 
der, David Ashcroft, James Ashcroft 
the younger, and William Holden, 
Guilty, John Robinson, Not Guilty, 

James Ashcroft the elder. — This is 
murdering us in cold blood. God will 
reveal this injustice. I pray earnestly, 
that he would now send two angels to 
declare upon that table who committed 
thus murder. We ai;p innocent^ and I 
will declare so to the last. 
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David Ashcroft invoked God, and 
protested his innocence in the same 
manner. 

James Ashcroft the younger. — If 
I must suffer death for a crime I never 
committed, I implore your honour to 
look in mercy on my poor wife and 
children. (Here a tremendous shriek 
burst from a female in the crowd, 
who it was found was his unfortunate 
wife.) 

William Holden. — Silence, silence ! 
(flinging one arm towards Heaven, 
and the other towards his earthly 



will make amends for this. 

The Chief Baron. — Mr Shuttle- 
worth, proceed. 

The prisoners again repeated thdr 
innocence, and declared all the evi- 
dence against them to be perjuries and 
lies. 

The awful sentence of death was 
then pronounced. They were ordered 
for execution on Monday next. The 


Judge declared, that no sensible per* 
son who had heard the evidence, could 
have a doubt of their guilt ; that he 
owed it to justice to say, that he con- 
sidered the verdict the only one an 
intelligent jury could have returned. 
The moment sentence was pronounced, 
James Ashetoft the elder, waved his 
right hand, with a white bundle in it, 
over his head, and exclaimed aloud, 
« Glory to God !** David Ashcroft 
said, he hoped God would not allow” 
the injustice done to them to be al- 
ways unknown. James Ashcroft the 
younger said, he would meet a higher 
Judge with a conscience clear of this 
guilt. William Holden vociferated in 
a wild tone, “ There is Mr Nadin, and 
there is Mr Fox, (attorney for the 
prosecution,) and, before they leave 
the earth, God wull punish them." 
Hiiis they w^'re hurried away from the 
bar, while every person in Court was 
penetrated with a chilling horror at 
such a dreadful scene. 


rROSFXUTIOXS AND MISCELLANEOUS CASES. 


Mr Southey for the Suppression 
OF Wat Tyler ; whth Observa- 
tions MADE IN PaULKVMENT BY 

Mr Smith, and Reply by Mr 
Southey. 

Tuesday^ March 18 . 

In the Court of Chancery, Mr Hart 
moved for an injunction to restrain 
Messrs Sherwood, Neely, and Jones, 
from printing and publishing the poem 
of “Wat Tyler,” a juvenile production 
of Robert Southey, Esq. poet laureat. 
Sir Samuel Romilly resisted the ap- 


plication, on the ground that it was not 
such a publication as entitled the au- 
thor to the protection of the Court. 
He would venture to say, that a more 
dangerous, mischievous, and seditious 
publication, had never issued from the 
press. Clothed in the most seductive 
language, it was calculated to excite 
a spirit of disaffection and hatred to 
the government and constitution oi 
the country, as well as open rebellion 
against the sovereign. The LordChan- 
cellot was of opinion, that if the book 
deserved the character that had b£en 
given of it, he certainly, as a judge of 
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a court of equity, had no right to in- 
terpose ; it was the province of the 
Attorney-General to look to it. He 
should take the book home with him 
and read it, in order to satisfy his mind 
whether it had the pernicious tendency 
ascribed to it. The following day, 
the Lord Chancellor gave his opinion. 
His lordship said, he had given some 
attention to prior cases dn the same 
subject, and he found in all of them, 
that the Court had acted on the prin- 
ciple of not giving protection to the 
author of a work which was_, or must 
be, represented in a legal sense, as im- 
moral or seditious. He had no opi- 
nion tOtgive on the character or merits 
of the publication in question ; but it 
was a principle on which the Court 
uniformly acted, to refuse an injunc- 
tion in* every case where the author 
could not maintain an action for the 
infringement of a copy right. It was 
a singular feature in this case that the 
manuscript should have so long been 
neglected. With the merits of the 
publication, he, as a public individual, 
had nothing to do, as it did not lie 
within his jurisdiction. It was not, 
how^ever, a work that he could feel 
himself justified in grahting any pro- 
tection to. The courts of law had the 
cognizance of all libellous matters, and 
of all attacks on principle and charac- 
ter ; but his jurisdiction as Chancellor 
was solely confined to property. 

The injunction was refused. 

This trial was brought into notice 
by the observations made upon it in 
the House of Commons by Mr Wil- 
liam Smith, who observed, “ He did 
not think it dishonourable for any man 
to change his early sentiments, when 
the change arose out of mature re- 
flection, and appeared not to be con- 
nected with interested motives ; but 
it there was one thing more disgusting 
and offensive than another, it was the 
VOL. X. PART II. 


heat and malignancy of a renegade.** 
He then compared several passages of 
the poem with some articles which Mr 
Southey was understood to have writ- 
ten iij the Quarterly Review, and add- 
ed : “ The poem appeared to him the 
most seditious book that ever was 
written ; its author did not stop short 
of general anarchy ; he vilified kings, 
priests, and nobles, •and was for uni- 
versal suffrage, and perfect equality. 
The Spencean plan could not be com- 
pared with it.” 

To this attack Mr Southey publish- 
ed a reply, from which we select the 
following, as the most important pas- 
sages. 

“ For the book itself, (Wat Tyler), 
I deny that it is a seditious perfor- 
mance ; for it places in the mouths of 
the personages who are introduced, 
nothing more than a correct statement 
of their real principles. That it is a 
mischievous publication, I know ; the 
errors which it contains being espe- 
cially dangerous at this time. There- 
fore I came forward without hesitation 
to avow it j to claim it as my own pro- 
perty, which had never been aliena- 
ted ; and to suppress it. And I am 
desirous, that my motives in thus act- 
ing should not be misunderstood. The 
piece was written under the influence 
of opinions, which I have long since 
out-grown, and repeatedly disclaimed, 
but for which I have never affected to 
feel either shame or contrition ; they 
were taken up conscientiously in early 
youth ; they were acted upon in dis- 
regard of all worldly considerations, 
and they were left behind in the same 
straight-forward course, as I advanced 
in years. It was written when repub- 
licanism was confined to a very small 
number of the educated classes ; when 
those who were known to entertain 
such opinions wereexposed to personal 
danger from the populace ; and when 



66 EDINBURGH ANNUAL^ REGISTER* 1017. 


a spirit of anti-jacobinism was predo- 
minant, which 1 cannot characterize 
more truly than by saying* that it was 
as unjust and intolerant* though not 
quite so ferocious^ as the jacobinism of 
the present day. 

In my youth, when my stock of 
knowledge consisted of such an ac- 
quaintance with Greek and Roman 
history as is reqillred in the course of 
regular scholastic education, when my 
heart was full of poetry and romance, 
and Lucan and Akenside were at my 
tongue's end, I fell into the political 
opinions which the French revolution 
was then scattering throughout Eu- 
rope ; and following those opinions 
with ardour, wherever they Jed, I soon 
perceived that inequalities of rank were 
a light evil compared to the inequali- 
ties of property, and those more fear- 
ful distinctions which the want of mo- 
ral and intellectual culture occasions 
between man and man. At that time, 
and with those opinions, or rather 
feelings, (for their root was in the 
heart, and not in the understanding), 
I wrote Wat Tyler, as one who was 
impatient of ‘‘ all the oppressions that 
are done under the sun." The sub- 
ject was injudiciously chosen ; and it 
was treated, as might be expected by 
a youth of twenty, in such times, who 
regarded only one side of the question. 
There is no other misrepresentation. 
The sentiments of the historical cha- 
racters are correctly stated. Were 
I now to dramatize the same story, 
there would be much to add, but little 
to alter. I should not express those 
sentiments less strongly ; but 1 should 
oppose to them more enlarged views 
of the nature of man, and the progress 
of society. I should set forth with 
equal force the oppressions of the feu- 
dal system, the excesses of the insur- 
gents, and the treachery of the go- 
vernment ; and hold up the errors and 
crimes which were then committed, 
as a warning for this and for future 
ages. I should write at a man, not 


as a stripling; with the same heart, 
and the same desires, but with a ripen- 
ed understanding, and competent stores 
of knowledge. 

In my productions, Mr William 
Smith may have seen expressed an en« 
thusiastic love of liberty, a detestar 
tion of tyranny wherever it exists, and 
in whatever form ; an ardent* abhor- 
rence of all wicked ambition, and a 
sympathy not less ardent with those 
who were engaged in war for the de- 
fence of their country, and in a righte- 
ous cause— .feelings just, as well as 
generous in themselves. He might 
have perceived also frequent indica- 
tions, that, in the opinion of the youth- 
ful writer, a far happier system of 
society was possible than any under 
which mankind are at present exist- 
ing, or ever have existed since the pa- 
triarchal ages, — and no equivocal aspi- 
rations after such a state. In all this 
he might have seen something that 
was erroneous, and more that was vi- 
sionary ; but nothing that savoured of 
intemperance or violence. I insist, 
therefore, that in as much as Wat 
Tyler may differ in character from 
these works, the difference arises ne- 
cessarily from the nature of dramatic 
composition. I maintain that this is 
the inference which must be drawn by 
every honest <ind judicious mind, and 
I affirm that such an inference would 
be strictly comformable to the fact. 

Do not, however, sir, suppose 
that I shall seek to shrink from a full 
avowal of what my opinions have been; 
neither before God or man am I 
ashamed of them. I have as little 
cause for humiliation in recalling them, 
as Gibbon had, when he related how 
he had knelt at the feet of a confessor ; 
for vffiile I imbibed the republican opi- 
nions of the day, I escaped the athe- 
ism arid the leprous immorality which 
generally accompanied them. I can- 
not, therefore, join with Beattie in 
blessing 
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« The hour when I escaped the 

wrangling crew, 

From PyrrhS’s maze, and Epicurus* sty ;** 

for I was never lost in the onc^ nor 
defiled in the other. My progress 
was of a different kind. From build- 
ing castles in the air, to framing com- 
monwealths, was an eisy transition. 
The next step was, to realize the vi- 
sion ; and, in the hope of accomplish- 
ing this, I forsook the course of life 
for which I had been designed, and 
•the prospects of advancement which, 
I may say without presumption, were 
within my reach. My purpose 
to retire with a few friends into the 
wilds oi? America, and there lay the 
foundations of a community, upon 
what we believed to be the political 
system of Christianity. It matters not 
in what* manner the vision was dissol- 
ved. I am not writing my own me- 
moirs, and it is sufficient simply to 
state the fact. 

We were connected with no clubs, 
no societies, no party. The course 
which we would have pursued might 
have proved destructive to ourselves ; 
but as it related to all other persons, 
never did the aberrations of youth take 
a more innocent dircctidn. 

How far the writings of Mr Sou- 
they .may be’ found to deserve a fa- 
vourable acceptance from after-ages, 
time will decide ; but a name, which, 
whether worthily or not, has been con- 
spicuous in the literary history of its 
age, will certainly not perish. Some 
account of his life will always be pre- 
fixed to his works, and transferred to 
literary histories, and to the biogra- 
phical dictionaries, not only of this, 
but of other countries. There it will 
be related, that he lived in the bosom 
of his family, in absolute retirement ; 
that in all his writings there br^thed 
the same tbhorrence of oppresion and 
immorality, the same spirit of devo- 
tion, and the same ardent wishes for 
the amelioration of mankind ; and that 


the only charge which malice could 
bring against him was, that, as he 
grew older, his opinions altered con- 
cerning the means by which that^ame- 
lioration was to be effected ; and that, 
as he learnt to understand the institu- 
tions of his country, he learnt to ap- 
preciate them rightly, to love, and to 
revere, and to defend them. It will 
be said of him, that, in an age of per- 
sonality, he abstained from satire ; and 
that, during the course of his literary 
life, often as he was assailed, the only 
occasion on which he ever condescend- 
ed to reply was, when a certain Mr 
William Smith insulted him in parlia- 
ment with the appellation of Rene- 
gade. On that occasion it will be said, 
that he vindicated himself as it became 
him to do, and treated his calumniator 
with just and memorable severity. 
Whether it shall be added, that Mr 
William Smith redeemed his own cha- 
racter, by coming forward with ho- 
nest manliness, and acknowledging 
that he had spoken rashly and unjust- 
ly, concerns himself ; but is not of the 
slightest importance to me. 

“ Robert Southey.*’ 


Sir Montague Roger Burgoyne, 
FOR Non-attendance at Public 
Worship. 

Bedfordshire Lent Assizes^ 

This was an action of a very novel, 
as well as of a very extraordinary de- 
scription, and excited a considerable de- 
gree of interest throughout the coun- 
ty. The prosecutor, Dr Free, Rector 
of Sutton, appeared in court, dressed in 
his canonicals, prepared to take part 
in the conduct of his own cause. The 
Court throughout was crowded almost 
to suffocation. Tlte jury, which was 
common, having been sworn. 

Dr Free addressed the learned judge 
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on the bench. He observed, that he 
had been driven into Court on the pre- 
sent occasion, in consequence of a mo- 
tion made by the learned counsel on 
the other side, for judgment, in conse- 
quence of his not having proceeded to 
trial at the last assizes — aided by the 
remarkable fondness of the attorney, 
on the same side, for money. It was 
not hi& intention to have taken any far- 
ther steps in this business ; because he 
had observed, with satisfaction, that 
Sir Montague had begun to return to 
reason, by coming to church on the 
7th of April last. The steps taken by 
the defendant's legal advisers, however, 
had compelled him to come forward ; 
and, in doing so, he felt he was vindi- 
cating the cause, not alone of his bro- 
ther clergymen, who had been but too 
frequently maligned, but of the Church 
of England itself. He trusted the ex- 
ample which would be made of the de- 
fendant, would operate as a warning to 
others, and prevent that inexcusable 
inattention to divine worship, which, 
when occurring with a person of in- 
fluence in the county, had the worst 
effects upon the habits and manners of 
the lower orders of society. Having 
made this short preface, he should 
leave his counsel to proceed with the 
case, reserving the power to himself of 
occasionally addressing the Court. 

MrBaron Graham. — Youmusteither 
leave the duty of conducting your case 
altogether to your counsel, or take it 
upon yourself. I shall be happy to 
hear you ; but it is not regular or con- 
sistent with the forms of the Court, to 
have you constantly interrupting your 
counsel, where he may not exactly 
meet your ideas. 

Dr Free. — Am I to be silent if I 
see persons coming forward, with the 
most audacious front, to commit per- 
jury ? 

Mr Baron Graham. — The rules of 
the Court are imperative. You will 
therefore exercise your own discretion 


in taking the cause into your own 
hands, or leaving it in those of your 
counsel. 

Dr Free. — If that is the law, I must 
abide by it. I have every confidence in 
the ability of my counsel. 

Mr Jamesson, counsel for the plain- 
tiff. — I had much rather Dr Free would 
take the business in his own hands j 
but if he leaves it with me, I shall ex- 
ert my humble efforts in his behalf. 

Dr Free. — 1 shall leave my interests 
with my counsel. 

Mr Jamesson said, it became his du- 
ty to detail to the Court and jury the 
particulars of this case. The plaintiff 
was Rector of the parish of ‘Sutton, 
and the defendant was Lord of the 
Manor in which the said parish was si- 
tuated. The action was brought, as 
stated by his learned friend, to‘ recover 
penalties under the statute of Eliza- 
beth, for non-attendance at divine wor- 
ship at his parish church ; thereby, 
and in consequence of his example, 
spreading contagion around the coun- 
try in which he resided. It was his 
wish to abstain altogether from a state- 
ment of the circumstances under which 
this action had been brought ; he should 
therefore conhne himself to the sim- 
ple observation, that the plaintiff, in 
coming forwards as the accuser of the 
defendant, was solely actuated by a 
desire to enforce the laws for the ob- 
servance of religious worship. The 
statute under which this action waa 
brought, was the 23d of Elizabeth, by 
the fifth section of which, it was enacted, 
that all persons in England, absenting 
themselves from divine worship, either 
at their own parish church, or some 
other place appointed for public pray- 
er, for one month, forfeited a penalty 
of WL This penalty was equally di- 
vided, into three parts, one of which 
went to the queen, another ^ the poor 
of the parish, and the third to the in- 
former. He should be enabled to prove, 
in this case, that the defendant had ab- 
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seated himself from his parish church 
for mneteen months ; and having done 
50, he should be entitled to a verdict 
for the full amount of the penalties ; or, 
in all events, for twelve months, which 
was the period within which the sta- 
tute required the action to be brought. 
Witnesses were then c&lled to prove 
the case. 

Mr Serjeant Blossett now addressed 
the jury, on the part of the defendant. 
♦He said, that however unwilling he 
. might be to trespass on the Court by 
any very extended observations in this 
case ; yet he could not help remarking, 
that the assertion made by Dr Free, 
that hejiad stood forward as the chain* 
pion of the Church of England, and 
of the’clergy, was not borne out by the 
facts. When a reverend gentleman 
came forward into a court of jus- 
tice, in his canonicals, and in the cha- 
racter of an informer, to support a qui 
tarn action upon a statute, which, al- 
though unrepealed, had been in disuse 
for upwards of one hundred and fifty 
years, he rather apprehended he would 
not be hailed by those whose interests 
professed to represent, as a person 
likely to reflect much credit upon their 
sacred character. That such conduct 
was consistent with the true spirit of 
the phristiaTi religion, he believed no 
man of liberal feelingjf would allow. 
With regard to the statute on which 
this action was brought, he was wil- 
ling to admit, that it remained unre- 
pealed 5 but, at the same time, it was 
proper to remark, that it originated in 
causes of a political nature, and was by 
no means applicable to times like the 
present. Its operations were meant 
only to apply to Roman Catholics and 
dissenters, at a period when the Church 
of England might be considered as in 
danger. The principles of toleration, 
which had since been dissenSinated, 
Rowever, and the firm foundation upon 
which the Church of England had been 
established, were such, that no man 


possessing the slightest claims to li- 
berality, would venture to put the con- 
struction upon the statute, which it had 
received from the reverend plaintiff in 
this case. Without entering on the 
construction of the statute, however, 
he should be enabled to meet the plain* 
tiff in the most conclusive manner ; for, 
in the first instance, he should be ena- 
bled to prove, that for several months 
of that period during which the ser- 
vant of the reverend plaintiff has so po- 
sitively sworn that she had regularly 
attended Sutton church, no divine ser- 
vice had been performed in the church 
at all ; he meant the months of June, 
July, August, and part of September ; 
during which months, the plaintiff had 
so carelessly neglected his duties, that 
he had received admonition from the bi- 
shop of the diocese. On this head of 
defence, he should be enabled to prove, 
that Sir Montague Burgoyne, who was 
a General in the British service, had 
returned from Gibraltar in ISH, in a 
most precarious state of health, and 
had continued thus afflicted, down to 
the present day— -a circumstance which, 
he hoped, in addition to the uncer- 
tainty of the performance of church 
service at Sutton, would be considered 
a sufficient excuse for his non-attend- 
ance. With regard to his sentiments on 
the subject of religion, those would be 
best proved by the evidence he would 
adduce of its being his invariable prac- 
tice to r^d the church prayers to his 
family every Sunday, when capable, 
from the state of his health, so to do ; 
and, if unable himself to perform that 
duty, to call upon Lady Burgoyne to 
read for him. 

Mr Baron Graham summed up the 
evidence. His lordship abstained from 
making any remark upon the motives 
by which the plaintiff had been actu- 
ated in this action ; but at the same 
time remarked, that no liberal mind 
could have construed the statute of 
Elizabeth in the manner in which it 
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had been construed by him. He left 
it for the jury to say, whether a rea- 
sonable excuse had not been proved for 
the non-attendance of the defendant at 
church ; and whether, in other respects, 
the case of the plaintiff had not recei- 
ved a complete answer. 

The jury, without hesitation, found 
the defendant Not Guilty^ 


Mr Scarlett, for Defamation at 
THE Bar. 

Ijincaster — September 10. 

Mr Richardson stated the action to 
be brought by Peter Hodgson, gen- 
tleman, for damages, on account of 
words spoken by James Scarlett, Esq. 
at the last Spring Assizes in this 
Court. 

Mr Raine. — May it please your 
lordship, gentlemen of the jury, It 
often happens to ail of us, owing to 
professional accident, to be engaged 
in actions painful to our feelings. 
Painful, I can with truth assure you, 
the present action is to my feelings. 
Having travelled in our professional 
walk with a gentleman of Mr Scar- 
lett's character, for more than twenty- 
six years, having known him in pri- 
vate life for a still longer period, I 
cannot be supposed capable, by any 
who know me, of harbourin'g an un- 
kind sentiment towards him, and still 
less of giving utterance to such a sen- 
timent, if I could entertain it. But 
what I owe to my client ; what I owe 
'to the profession to which I belong ; 
what I owe, if I may say it without 
arrogance, to myself, oblige me to lay 
'before you the grounds of the present 
action. Peter Hodgson is, and has 
long been an attorney in Whitehaven, 
in the county of Cumberland, and ap- 
plies to you now in consequence of 
the wound given to his professional 


reputation by Mr Scarlett’s language 
at this bar. ^ The freedom of speech 
at the bar is of the utmost import- 
ance. During the present assize, I 
heard, with much pleasure, Mr Scar- 
lett descant upon this topic. I could 
not help believing that he spoke then 
in anticipation of this action. Thk 
freedom of speech is of the greatest 
importance, not only to the dignity of 
the bar, but to the interests of the 
public, whose high and delicate inte-# 
rests are trusted at the bar. Of this 
freedom none can be a more strenuous 
and tenacious friend than 1. In im- 
portance and utility, I hold it to be 
of the same rank as freedom of discus- 
sion in the Commons' House of Par- 
liament. 1 have thus made the high- 
est admission in favour of Mr Scar^ 
lett ; but bounds must be set. to this 
freedom of speech ; otherwise, from 
the greatest blessing, it becomes the 
bitterest curse that can infest and an- 
noy society. These bounds were over- 
leaped in this case. Mr Scarlett, while 
addressing the jury for the defendant, 
in an action in this court, went out of 
his way to traduce and vilify the cha- 
racter of the attorney for the plaintiff, 
and to wound his reputation. I shall 
not go into the particulars of that ac- 
tion ; they are not upon the record, 
and his Lordship will tell you that it 
was not necessary they should. The 
words charged, and which we shall 
prove to have been spoken, are these 
— “ Some actions are founded'^ in fol- 
ly, some in knavery,” — (Mr Baron 
Wood. That is surely true.— Mr 
Raine. Yes, my Lord, these are cer- 
tainly truisms, but they are thus con- 
nected,) — some in both; some ac- 
tions in the folly and knavery of at- 
torneys, and some in the folly and 
knavery of the parties.” My friend is 
not apt to deal in metaphysical ab- 
stractions ; you know very well that 
he docs not use words without appli- 
cation. We shall not attempt to prove 
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his whole speech. You know with 
how little credit a long story is re- 
ceived from witnesses ; but we shall 
prove the words here entered upon the 
record. “ Mr Peter Hodgson was 
the attorney for the plaintiff ; he drew 
the promissory note ; he fraudulently 
got Beaumont to pay 1,50Z. to the 
plaintiff. This was tne most profligate 
thing I ever knew done a profes- 
sional man.” Then follows the particii- 
- lar expression which we have charged 
in the second count on the record ; it 
concludes the remarks already stated 
to you. The sting is always in the 
tail. “ Mr Hodgson is a fraudulent 
and wipked attorney.** Now, gentle- 
men, I ask you, if you were wrong in 
any action brought into this Court, 
Jiow would you like such abuse of the 
freedogi of speech by a gentleman hold- 
ing a high reputation at the bar ? A 
humbler individual, if he had not the 
spirit and the honour to vindicate his 
fame from such an attack, would be 
ruined. My client has the spirit and 
honour to repel it. 

Mr Baron Wood. — Can you men- 
tion any action of the same kind, or 
upon what principle it can be main- 
tained ? • 

Mr Raine. — I do not know that 

any action of the kind has ever been 
brought. • 

Mr Baron Wood. — It appears to 

me that an action cannot be maintain- 
ed for words spoken in judicial pro- 
ceedings. If a counsel misbehaves, or 
goes too far, the Judge who presides 
corrects his misconduct ; but if an ac- 
tion is once maintained, there is no end 
of it. Actions of this kind would per- 
petually occupy the Court. If a coun- 
sel were to pause in his pleadings, and 
to say such a man is a great rogue, 
that would be actionable. 

Mr Topping. — I did cxpect*to hear 
^ome observations by your lordship 
on the novelty of this action. Its ten- 


dency and nature arc important, not 
only to the bar, but to the client. If 
such an action can be maintained, very 
different will be the situation of every 
client in a court of justice, when de- 
prived of the free and vigorous exer- 
tions of his counsel, at full liberty to 
apply his talents, learning, and industry 
to the cause to which he is engaged. 
The words in the record are only the 
opinion, the inference, the comment, 
which my honourable and learned 
friend felt at the time to be merited. 
The facts of the case warranted the 
comment. Mr Raine very judiciously 
and very ably — I observe he shakes 
his head, but I will say — (Mr Raine. 
I read every word,) — if Mr Raine had 
not interrupted me, he would have 
heard me say, in terms no ways disre- 
spectful to him, that he shewed great 
prudence and discretion in not com- 
municating the facts and circumstances 
of the case. The words were severe, 
because my honourable and learned 
friend felt severity to be warranted. 
They were the comments which the 
learning and ability of my friend sug- 
gested on the facts proved, Some 
actions are founded in folly.” That 
action was so, for it ended in a non- 
suits The whole passage was not re- 
specting the character of Mr Hodg- 
son in general, but in this case. If 
the counsel are not allowed to com- 
ment on the facts proved, there is an 
end of tjie British bar^s utility ; its 
energies are paralyzed for ever : with- 
out those fair and honourable exer- 
tions which are thus attempted to be 
suppressed, it will neither be credita- 
ble nor useful. The expressions used 
by my friend were called for and me- 
rited in my opinion. But it was ne- 
cessary to prove, not only that they 
were false, but malicious. Good God ! 
will it be said that we feel any malice 
against a party, against whom we ex- 
ert ourselves at this bar ? Will your 
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lordship be the first judge to fetter 
the bar ; and, if I may use a coarse 
and vulgar expression, to oblige every 
counsel to address a jury with a halter 
about his neck ? The danger is palpa- 
ble and plain. Your Lordship will 
not allow, in 1817, a principle to be 
established hitherto unknown to Eng- 
lish law. 

Mr Baron Wood was not for giving 
sanction to this action, of a first im- 
pression, brought for the first time, 
because it would be most mischievous, 
not merely to the bar, but to the pub- 
lic. The words might overstep the 
bounds of propriety, and be too se- 
vere, but they were not to be correct- 
ed by such an action. If they had 
been said elsewhere, if they had been 
published, they could be punished. In 
the privileges of Parliament it was the 
same. The principle was this, — what- 
ever is said in judicial or legal pro- 
ceedings is not actionable. If pub- 
lished, it is. It had been said, some 
limits must be set. Plis objection to 
this action was the difficulty of fixing 
limits. During one assize, they could 
do nothing but try actions brought for 
words used by counsel at the former 
assize. The words might be too se- 
vere ; I cannot say any thing of that. 
—Plaintiff non-suited. 


A rule to shew case was ^fterwards 
moved for in the Court of King’s 
Bench, and granted by Lord Ellen- 
borough, who observed, that he did 
not conceive any counsel entitled to go 
out of his way, in order to abuse an 
individual. 

The new trial did not come on du- 
ring the present year- 


The Proprietor of the States- 
man, FOR A LIBEL AGAINST THE 

Proprietor of the Courier. 
Court of King^s Bench, May 30. 

MrChitty opened the pleadings, and 
stated, that it was an action brought 
by Mr D. Stuart, one of the proprie- 
tors of the Courier newspaper, against 
Mr Lovell, the proprietor of the States- 
man newspaper, for a libel, inserted in 
the Statesman on the llth of Decem- 
ber, 1816. 

The libel ran through two pages, of 
which the following passage is the most 
remarkable : — 

“ The Courier lifts his hand against 
every man, and except the caterpillars 
of the State, every man’s hand is lifted 
against him. Among his other freaks, 
he has lately taken it into his head to 
catechise the Lord Mayor, respecting 
his lordship's conduct to Spencer and 
Hooper ; the former secretary, and the 
latter treasurer, to the Spencean so- 
ciety. Now we recollect, that the 
Courier himself filled both these office,^ 
to the society called the Friends of the 
People in 179^.; and if our memory 
fails not, we rather think he had the 
good fortune to pocket six or seven 
hundred pounds of money belonging 
to the fund of that society. This, to 
be sure, happened before he betrayed 
his patrons ; and, perhaps, before even 
his treachery was suspected. , Either 
of the Lords Erskine or Grey, could 
throw much light upon this subject ; 
and it was certainly rumoured at the 
time, that some steps of a legal kind 
were in agitation, to compel the man 
of the Courier to disgorge the money. 
Now, whatever may be the other sins 
of Spencer and Hooper, we have not 
heard that they can be charged with 
betraying their employers, and seizing 
the common fund.’* 
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J. P. Wanless, clerk to the Courier 
Office, and publisher of that paper, de- 
posed, that the proprietors thereof 
were Mr Stuart and Mr Street. They 
were so in the month of December 
last, and continue so at present. The 
money was always accounted for to Mr 
Stuart. • 

Upon* a cross-examination by Mr 
Scarlett, the witness statedj. that the 
paper had a very extensive sale, which 
had not diminished, to his knowledge, 
since the publication of the libel. 

Mr Tierney was then called, when 
Lord Ellenborough observed, that 
if the right honourable gentleman was 
called tq^ prove the falsehood of the li- 
bel, he could not receive his evidence. 
If therfe had been a justification plead- 
,«^by the defendant, it would then be 
competent for the plaintifF^s counsel to 
produce testimony which might rebut 
it ; but that not being the case, he 
could not hear evidence on one side 
only. 

Mr Tierney was accordingly exami- 
ned by Mr Gurney, only to a few un- 
important facts. He stated, that he 
a member of the society called the 
Friends of the People ; he acted a3 
treasurer; Mr Stuart wafi the secretary. 
Many subscriptions he received him- 
self, the rest were received by Mr Stu- 
art, who accounted for them to the so- 
ciety. He had read the paragraph set 
forth in the record, and could have no 
doubt in his own mind, that it applied 
to Mr Stuart. 

Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett. — 
Do you believe that the Mr Stuart 
who acted as secretary to the society 
already mentioned, and Mr Stuart, the 
co-proprietor of the Courier, are one 
and the same person ? A. I certainly 
do. I have no grounds for a different 
opinion. 

' The libel was then read by thtf clerk 
the Court. But an objection was 
taken by Lord Ellenborough to read- 
ing certain defamatory passages against 


the plaintiff, in subsequent numbers of 
the Statesman, on the 15th and 16th 
of January, merely to enhance the ma- 
lignity of the facts already set forth. 
It they were to be read in explanation 
of soihething that was ambiguous, he 
should feel no objection. 

Mr Marryat said, there was certain- 
ly nothing which required explanation 
in the libel, and therefore he should 
not press the matter. 

Mr Street was then called, and de- 
posed, that Mr Stuart was in partner- 
ship with him in the Courier newspa- 
per. He alone, (Mr Street) was the 
editor of that paper, and conducted the 
literary department. Mr Stuart was 
merely concerned in thepecuniary trans- 
actions of the concern. He had read 
the libel, and was perfectly satisfied in 
his own mind that it applied to Mr 
Stuart. 

Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett. — 
Do you know what paper Mr Stuart 
takes in for his own private perusal ? 
—A. No, I do not.— Q. I suppose he 
reads a paper, the political sentiments 
of which are consonant with his own ? 
— A. Most likely. — Q. I dare say he 
reads the Statesman regularly ? — A. 
Certainly not. — Q. You do not mean 
to affirm that the political opinions of 
the Courier aie in unison with those of 
Mr Stuart ? — A. I am sure the politi- 
cal sentiments of the Courier are the 
political sentiments of Mr Stuart. 

Earl G»ey was next called. — He was 
a member of the society of the Friends 
of the People when Mr Stuart acted 
as secretary ; he had heard the libel 
read, and in his own mind could have 
no doubt that it applied to Mr Stuart. 
His conduct, while secretary, was un- 
der his continual observation ; he had 
not, for many years, had any direct in- 
tercourse with Mr Stuart, but he had 
every reason to believe that he was the 
same person as was now a proprietor 
of the Courier. 

Lord Ellenborough summed up. He 
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fttated the present action to have been tlie plaintiff seemed particularly to re- 
brought by Mr Stuart, one of the pro- ly, as he f Lord Ellenborough) suppo* 
prietors of the Courier newspaper, sed the plaintiff himself did. He' re- 
against Mr Lovell, the proprietor of ferred to that part of the alleged libel 
another newspaper, called the States- which spoke of the conduct of the pro- 
xnan, for defamation, contained in an secutor with respect to a pecuniary 
article inserted in a number of that pa- trust, and which represented him to 
per published in December last, which have acted wkh dishonesty. This was 
had been read in Court. The article a most serious charge to bring against 
contained two matters of complaint* any individual. By the course which 
In the first place, the prosecutor was Mr Stuart had taken in bringing this 
mentioned as the “ prostituted Cou- action, he had given Mr Lovell the op- 
rier,** and his “ full-blown baseness and portunity of defending his conduct by 
infamy,*’ were described to hold him putting in a justification, as a justifica- 
fast to his present connexions, and to t'on would be a defence in a case where 
preclude him from forming new ones, an action was brought for damages. If 
Now, looking at this language, it was then the defendant could prove what 
for the jury to determine, though one he had asserted— -if he should shew 
newspaper might be allowed to com- that Mr Stuart had converted to his 
ment on another, and to exercise all own use, six or seven hundred pounds 
the rights of free criticism on what it belonging to the society called the 
might contain, as on the contents of Friends of the People — if he could jus- 
any other literary publication, whether tify this language on the ground that 
such language, applied to an individu- it was true, he might have done so, 
alf ought to be tolerated. In the case and thus an answer would have been 
of « Heriot versus Stuart," it had been given to the present action ; but, not 
laid down, that, in a qualified manner, having done this, a verdict must go 
one writer might attack another on against him, as it must be inferred he 
the principles he maintained, or on the had stated that which was untrue. Ic 
want of ability with which his publi- bad been argued by the counsel for the 
cation was conducted ; but the admis- defendant, that the passage in question 
aion of such a right did not give the might mean no more than that the 
privilege of attacking private character plaintiff had received or withheld a sum 
with impunity. The writer of a news of money from “ The Friends of the 
paper had, in common with every other People but he would put it to the 
subject, a right to repel the calumnies jury, if, from the wording of the para- 
which might be cast on hist character graph, the conclusion that would na- 
as an individual. If, then, the defend- rurally be come to was, that he had 
ant in this case had thought proper to possessed himself of it in an unwarrant- 
stigmatize the prosecutor as “ the ve- able manner, and rather in the nature 
nerable apostle of tyranny and oppres- of embezzlement, than in any other 
sion," and as a man “ whose full-blown way. The article set forth that — “ it 
baseness and infamy” held him fast to was certainly rumoured at the time, 
his present connexiont, because they that some steps of a legal kind were in 
left him without means of forming new agitation to compel the man of the 
ones, he had undoubtedly overstepped Courier to disgorge the money.” This 
the line which had been drawn, and by certaiilly implied that he had obtained 
which his conduct ought to have been the money in a dishonest manner, arid 
r^ulatcd. But there was another part might be understood to intimate that 
of the case on which the counsel for he h?id committed fraud in the charac- 
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ter of the secretary of the Friends of 
the People. A verdict must be given 
for the plaintiff. He must have da- 
mages ; but what the measure of them 
should be^ it was not for him (Lord 
Ellenborough) to say: that was a ques- 
tion for the consideration of the jury. 
They would bear in minfl the situation 
of the parties, the profits arising from 
a newspaper, and the terms/ of the libel, 
and return such a verdict as would give 
the plaintiff that fair reparation for the 
.injury he had sustainea, which he de- 
served, under all the circumstances of 
the case. • 

The jury, after some consultation, 
gave a verdict of 100/. damages. 


Brycr AND Harper, tor a Placard. 
Mansion-House— Saturday^ Feb, 8. 

Mr Henry Bryer, printer, of Bridge- 
street, Black friars, and Mr James 
Harper, jun. of Fleet-street, booksel- 
ler, appeared before the Lord Mayor, 
to answer a complaint of the follow- 
ing very novel and extrtordinary na- 
ture : — Mr Neville BroAvn, one of the 
city marshals, deposed, that on Friday 
evening he saw posted up on St Dun- 
stan’s church, and other parts of 
Fleet-street, a placard, of which the 
following is a copy : 

SPA-FIELDS ROW!!! 

TttUXIl FOR A PENNY— .4H, FLEET-STREET. 

GO IT, MY BOYS ! ! ! 

To this was attached in the usual 
place, “ Printed for James Harper, 
46, Fleet-street, by H. Bryer, Bridge- 
street, Blackfriars and Mr Brown, 
conceiving it to be a paper of the most 
dangerous nature, lost no time in ac- 
quainting the Lord Mayor of the cir- 
cumstance. His Lordship, upon re- 
ceiving the information, promptly in- 


stituted an inquiry as to the cause of 
so inflammatory a production, (as it 
appeared to be upon the face of it,) 
being circulated, and immediately wait- 
ed upon Mr Bryer, the printer. Here 
his lordship asked Mr Bryer if he could 
accommodate him with a copy of the 
bill ? The latter replied in the affirma- 
tive, and one was produced. He next 
inquired the motives which could have 
induced Mr Bryer to be a party in 
the circulation of such a paper, con- 
trary to the principle of his well- 
known loyalty ? 

Mr Bryer assured the Lord Mayor, 
that his object was strictly loyal, al- 
though he confessed it struck his own 
mind, upon perusing it, previous to its 
having been printed, that it was of a 
dangerous nature, and this he had 
communicated to the party from whom 
he received it. His fears, however, 
were allayed, and he had the order for 
printing the bills executed. Mr Bryer 
nirther explained to his lordship, that 
the object of the bill was to direct the 
attention of the lower orders of the 
people to a publication, entitled, One 
renny worth of Truth to Mr Citi- 
xen John Bull, from his Brother Tho- 
mas Bull, the Ploughman," which, in- 
stead of exciting mischief, was strong- 
ly calculated to prevent it. In reply 
to the further inquiries of the Lord 
Mayor, he made known to his lord- 
ship the person by whom he had been 
employedno print the placard. The 
full and candid explanation of Mr 
Bryer, however, could not serve to ar- 
rest the evil which in the mind of the 
Loed Mayor, had been created, or was 
likely to be produced ; his lordship 
ordered the attendance of Messrs Bry- 
er and Harper at the Mansion-house 
on Saturday. 

The city solicitor, Messrs Aider- 
men Curtis, Birch, J. J. Smith, Hey- 
gatc, and Messrs .Waithman, Davis, 
&c. were present at the investigation. 
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The whole of the above gentlemen 
concurred with the Lord Mayor, that 
however unintentionally wrong the 
placard in question might have been 
penned and published, and with what- 
soever object, even by parties of such 
well-known loyalty, yet that it was of 
the most inflammatory and dangerous 
nature, and called for the investigation 
of another court. The Lord Mayor 
further expressed his firm conviction, 
that the ignorant, the misguided, or 
the desperate mendicant, were all like- 
ly to be influenced by the publication, 
which he thought pretty strongly in- 
vited them to the Spa-fields Row,"* 
and as forcibly recommended some- 
thing more by the prominent line of 

Go it, my Boys.** 

Mr Harper being called upon for 
his defence, Mr Harmer stated, on the 
part of that gentleman, that there was 
not the remotest idea of impropriety 
entertained in the circulation of the 
placard, and that, in fact, it was in- 
tended, if rightly understood, to lead 
to the prevention of much mischief. 
His client, soon after its dissemina- 
tion, having heard that it was read 
with a contrary feeling, instantly pro- 
mulgated another placard, as widely 
and as conspicuously as possible, and 
calculated not only to obviate any er- 
roneous effect from the former, but to 
shew that his motives were as loyal 
as they were intended for the public 
good. The following is a «opy 

Truth for a Penny, 46, Fleet- 
street — God save the King I’* 

The Lord Mayor, in considering 
the case, neither looked to the second 
placard, which had arisen from the ac- 
knowledged evil of the first, nor to 
the publication itself, however excel- 
lent, to which both referred. He 
therefore ordered Mr Harper to find 
bail, to answer for the offence of pub- 
lishing the first placard, before another 
tribunal. 


Mr Harmer was of opinion that no 
offence was made out ; that to consti- 
tute the offence, the intention of evil 
should be proved. He further sub- 
mitted that the Lord Mayor had no 
jurisdiction in such a case. 

These objections were over-ruled, 
and Mr Harper immediately entered 
into bail, and the investigation termi- 
nated. r . 


Gwinnape, for Fraud in Picture 

DEALING. 

Court Kings Bench — Feh, 22. 

The Attorney- General stated, that 
this was an action of very considerah^ * 
importance. The plaintiff (M**Gray) 
was a merchant of eminence and afflu- 
ence, an encourager of the fine arts, and 
a very great admirer of paintings, in 
which he had expended many thousand 
pounds, and had purchased many pic- 
tures of the defendant, who was a pic- 
ture-dealer, in whom, relyingonhisskill, 
integrity, and veracity, he had placed 
the most entire confidence ; and when- 
ever the defendant produced a picture 
which he represented as coming from 
foreign parts, and being by a foreign 
master, he h&kl only to name his own 
price, and immediately to receive it. 
But Mr Gray did not purchase pic- 
tures for his own gratification ; he was 
in the habit of exhibiting them occa- 
sionally to his friends, who did not al- 
ways display that extraordinary enthu- 
siasm which might naturally be sup- 
posed to arise in the minds of real 
judges of the art, on seeing displayed 
before them the first works of the first 
masters of the Italian and Flemish 
schools, as Mr Gray had been told by 
the defendant his pictures were, on 
which he so liberally expended thou- 
sands. His friends, when partaking 
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of his hospitality, were unwilling to be 
80 uncivil as to tell him what they real- 
ly thought of his purchases. At last, 
however, on a fortunate day for him, 
but an evil one for the defendant, a 
gentleman went to view Mr Gray’s 
collection, who was not restrained by 
this mistaken delicacy ; *and on being 
shewn one of the newly acquired trea- 
sures of Mr Gray, started bzSck in sur- 
prise, and inquired whare he had got 
that miserable daub ; jhe reply was, 
•«<0h, I bought itof Mrtjwinnape,and 
gave him so many hundred pounds for 
it.” The gentleman immediately open- 
ed the eyes of Mr Gray to the fraud, 
told him the picture in question had 
been his, and that he had sold it for a 
price which, in shillings, would not 
in number the pounds which he 
(Mr Gray) had given for it. This led 
to a further inquiry and further disco- 
very, when it appeared that a Holy 
Family, which the defendant had re- 
presented to be by Gnidoy and sold to 
the plaintiff for 472/., had, in fact, been 
bought for 26/. 5s. ; a candle- light 
piece, for which he gave 10/. lO.v., was 
sfild Mr Gray for 147/. ; a landscape, 
represented to be the work of Ituys- 
dale,and sold to Mr Gr^yfor fn5/.,the 
defendant had bought for 40 guineas, 
with, the name of Vandroom upon it ; 
and a landscape and figufes, which cost 
Mr Gray 945/., defendant was so for- 
tunate as to purchase for 1.^0/. On 
discovering these circumstances, the 
plaintiff had determined to endeavour 
to recover back some of the hundreds 
thus obtained from him, and with that 
view he had brought the present ac- 
tion. 

After the examination of two wit- 
nesses for the plaintiff, it was agreed 
on the suggestion of Lord Ellenbo- 
rough, that a verdict should be taken 
fqr the plaintiff — Damages Ten Thou- 
sand Pounds^ subject to a reference to 
Mr A. More. 


Mn Fielder, vor keeping a Ga- 
ming-house. 

Court of King*s Bench — Jul^ 5. 

Mr Marriott addressed the jury, and 
stated the particulars of this case. It 
was an indictment preferred against 
the defendant, for keeping a common 
gaming-house in the pariah of Saint 
George’s, Hanover-square. The learn- 
ed counsel having detailed his evidence, 
and at the same time professed his ig- 
norance of the arts of gaming, he pro- 
ceeded to call his witnesses, who de- 
posed as follows : — 

Mr William Aston Holland knows 
the house, No. 9, Bennett-street, St 
James's. Had been there repeatedly; 
was there on the 29th of March last. 
Observed, on entering the street door, 
a porter, who, on his knocking, open- 
ed it. Ascended the stairs, and in a 
room on the first floor, saw a great 
number of persons playing at the game 
of Rouge et Noir, The name of the 
porter was Oldfield. Mr Fielder was 
in the room, and was receiving and 
paying money. In the game of Rouge 
et Noir, there was a table marked 
with divisions formed by tape or silk. 
The table was covered with green 
cloth, and in the centre was a sort of 
well in which the cards used were 
placed. Stakes were laid on the event 
of red or*black cards turning up, and 
according to the number turned up 
upon the cards, either the red or black 
were the winners, except in certain 
events, which were in favour of the 
keeper of the table, who, if the num- 
ber of thirty-one was turned up in 
both colours, won without the chance 
of losing. Mr .John Aldridge was the 
dealer of the cards. On the evening in 
question he saw from 1.500/. to 2000/. 
deposited on the t^ble by Mr Fielder, 
as the banker and keeper of the table* 



78 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


Thfre were other persons belonging 
to the house in the room ; George 
Tomkins, a waiter ; William Luller, 
his assistant, and Thomas Allen, who 
stood looking on at the game. Knew 
some of the players ; among * them 
were Mr Guest and Mr William Bar- 
ton ; could not be positive to the 
names of the others ; there were twelve 
or fifteen in number ; there was a large 
entrance to the house next the street ; 
there was then a door, in which was 
an oval glass, through which the porter 
recognised the persons coming for ad- 
mission ; this door was kept locked ; 
there was a second door also locked. 
After passing these, the person admit- 
ted ascended the stairs, where there 
was a room, in which was a Rouge et 
Noir table ; opposite to this was ano- 
ther room, containing a circular table, 
round the margin of which were oval 
inlets, such as have been seen in old 
card tables ; this was called a Macoa 
Table. There were rooms at the up- 
per part of the house, which he could 
not describe. Was at the house again 
on the Ist of April. He went at a lit- 
tle after twelve, and stopped till three. 
Witnessed a repetition of the game of 
Rouge et Noir during that time. On 
that occasion he recognised again Mr 
Guest and Mr Barton, and the ser- 
vants of the house. On that night 
John Aldridge was paying and recei- 
ving, as well as Mr Fielder. They re- 
lieved each other in dealing' and pay- 
ing. Mr Fielder always acted as the 
master of the house. On various other 
occasions witnessed the repetition of 
the game of Rouge et Noir. 

Cross-examined. — Commenced go- 
ing to this house the latter part of Ja- 
nuary. Did not see Mr Miller there ; 
was an independent man ; had been so 
about ten years ; during that time had 
been in no man^s employment. Did 
not subsist exactly by his independence. 
Has a mechanical exhibition ; has the 


honour of exhibiting an improved ma- 
chine, called Lutherburg’s Hydrophu- 
sicon ; goes about the country shew- 
ing it — It was Mr Miller^s property, 
and he took it as he would take a 
house. Mr Fielder was taken up twice 
upon a Judge’s warrant on a Saturdlay 
night ; would not say for the purpcrse 
of preventing his giving bail. The 
play mostly took place on the Opera 
nights. 

Robert Oldfield was in the empkiy- 
ment of Mr Fielder, No. 9, Bennett- 
street. He opened the outer door and 
the inner door. In the evening the 
door next the street was shut in gene- 
ral ; kept a key of the inner door, 
which led up stairs. There were two 
doors within the house beside the street 
door. Was stationed at the door^' * 
question to let gentlemen in. He saw 
these gentlemen before he let them in, 
through an oval glass in the street 
door. There was an outer door be- 
sides those he kept, which was always 
open. His duty was to keep out such 
persons as it was thought proper to 
exclude. The game of Rouge et Noir 
was going on up stairs. Besides the 
Rouge et Noir table, there were other 
tables in the house, including a Ha- 
zard table ; on that he never saw Ha- 
zard played ; did see Hazard played 
between the 29th of March and the 
14th of April, a little after three ; 
they played in the back room on the 
first floor ; Mr Fielder was there ; 
there were eight or ten pre&ent ; if 
three mains at Hazard were thrown 
by one person, the keeper of the table 
was entitled to a box ; witness received 
this money, which he handed over to 
Mr Fielder’s servant ; the value of a 
box was proportioned to the stakes 
played for ; on this occasion the gen- 
tlemen playing wanted to play for half 
a pound, but Mr Fielder said as it was 
so late the boxes must be pounds. Mr 
Ficldcr^a boxes were therefore a pound 
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each. Witness that morning received 
for Mr Fielder about 25/. ; could name 
some of the gentlemen present. 

Mr Marriott. — I have no wish that 
these persons should be mentioned by 
the witness. 

Mr Justice Bayley. — It is much bet- 
ter he should mention them ; the pub- 
lic are interested in this. It ought to 
be known who these people jire. 

Witness. — The gendemen would 
sometimes stake from 2Ct. to 40/. The 
jservants there were the (fervants of Mr 
Fielder. On the morning in question, 
at Hazard, he thought Sir Godfrey 
Webster won all that was won — six or 
seven hundred pounds. Mr Barton 
lost considerably. He had been a win- 
ner, but Sir Godfrey urged him, kept 
Sind he lost it all. Mr 
Barton was about seven or eight and 
twenty. Mr Fielder’s house was shut 
up this day three weeks. From the 
29th of March down to the 1st of 
April, the play went on every night, 
except when stopped by informations 
at Bow-street ; Sundays as well as 
other days. From twenty to thirty 
attended every night. They began to 
play generally at ten o’clock. When 
officers came, witness was ordered not 
to let them in by Mr Fielder. Mrs 
Fielder was in attendance to prepare 
refreshments. • 

Cross-examined.— Was at the house 
in Mr Miller’s time. Does not know 
Mr Miller conducts the prosecution. 

Mr William Barton (an officer of 
the Guards) was at Mr Fielder’s house 
• on different evenings between the 29th 
of March and the 14th of April. Was 
there several times during that period. 
Saw play going forward every night 
he was there. Saw Rouge et Noir 
played, and Hazard but once. Saw 
Sir Godfrey Webster there on that 
* occasion, and eight or ten others. They 
began after three o’clock, and conti- 
nued playing till seven o’clock. Sir 
Godfrey won about two or three hun- 


dred pounds. Always understood there 
were two masters to the house, Mr 
Miller and Mr Fielder. Mr Fielder 
was there on the night Hazard was 
played ; he was merely looking on. 
Witness is the person alluded to by 
the last witness ; is but one-and-twenty 
years of age. 

Cross-examined. — Mr Fielder ob- 
jected to Hazard being played, and, 
after the play was done, took away 
the boxes. Never saw the game play- 
ed before or since. The game of 
Rouge et Noir was a game of chance. 
Always understood it was very much 
in favour of the banker. Could not 
say whether the only advantage to 
the banker was upon a calculation of 
chances, as 15s. in 100/. Thought 
Mr Fielder’s conduct was always fair. 

Examined by Mr Justice Bayley.— 
Had seen a single stake of 100/. at 
Rouge et Noir, The stakes were from 
50/. to 150/. each deal. They dealt 
from 40 to 50 times within the hour. 
The play began at 10 and lasted till 
three. 

Mr Robert Butler,— This gentle- 
man objected to give evidence, but Mr 
Justice Bayley said he owed it to the 
public. He is collector of rates in St 
George’s, Hanover-square. He re- 
ceived the rates of the house in Ben- 
nett-street, from Mr Fielder. 

William Godfrey, a police officer, 
went to search the house of Fielder, on 
the Sd of May. 

Mr Gurney. — That was a month 
after the time specified in the indict- 
ment. 

Mr Justice Bayley. — You have a 
right to examine as to who was the 
proprietor of the house at that time. 

Witness. — Did not see Mr Fielder 
on that occasion. 

John Wilson apprehended Mr Field- 
er on the 3d of May, in the evening, 
at eleven o’clock ; ^went to search his 
house. There was resistance to his 
entrance. Found Mr Fielder in the 
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houBe. Found a key in Oldfield’s 
pockety but still could not open the 
door, as it was barricaded with bolts 
and Ws. On a former occasion, when 
he apprehended Mr Fielder on a judge’s 
warrant, he admitted that he was the 
owner of the house in Bennett-street. 
When witness went there, he saw four 
or five and twenty gentlemen pre- 
sent. They all seemed much confused. 
Found two scrapers. Mr Holland be- 
ing called back, looked at the scrapers, 
and said they were used for the pur- 
pose of scraping the sums of money 
won, and drawing them towards the 
bank. There were cards used in which 
punctures were made to denote the 
number of red or black cards turned 
up during the evening. 

This was the case for the prosecu- 
tion, 

Mr Gurney then addressed the jury 
on the part of the defendant. He was 
as ignorant of gambling as his learned 
friend, and he considered ignorance a 
bliss. He observed that the jury in 
this prosecution would be only doing 
their duty by halves ; for it was a 
prosecution instituted by one gambler 
against another. If they had only 
heard the evidence of the independent 
showman, Mr Holland, he might have 
anticipated an acquittal for his client ; 
but he was fearful the effect of the 
other testimony adduced, would pro- 
duce a different result. It certainly 
did appear that persons of* condition 
met at the house of Mr Fielder for the 
purpose of gaming, but there was not 
the slightest insinuation that Mr Fiel- 
der had acted unfairly. If the jury 
believed the witnesses who had been 
called to prove the case, and found the 
defendant guilty, he could only hope 
for a favourable consideration of his 
case when he was brought up for judg- 
ment. 

Mr Justice Bayley having summed 
up the evidence, tlEie jury found the 
p risoner — G uilUj, 


The Learned Judge, in the course' 
of his summing up, expressed great sa- 
tisfaction at Mr Barton’s being called,, 
as the exposure of gamblers in this 
way would do more to prevent the 
practice in which he had indulged, tham 
any other preventive means which could 
be adopted. « 


Scots Apical of Black versus 
(Campbell. 

*1 At a general election in 1812, Ge- 
neral Campbell and the Right Hon. 
Sir Thomas Maitland, G. C.^B* were 
candidates for the Inverkeithing dis- 
trict of burghs. Mr Black is, and then 
was, clerk of the burghs of Dunfeyri- 
line and Inverkeithing. « 

The set or constitution of the burgh 
of Inverkeithing is peculiar — the coun- 
cillors are required to be inhabitant 
burgessesf and they remain councillors 
as long as they continue to be resi- 
dent. 

The election of the delegate for that 
burgh took place on 15th October, 
1812. Twenty-seven individuals ap- 
peared, claimii>g to be members of the 
council, two of whom were proved to 
be non-resident^ and to have been sum- 
moned at residences voilhout the burgh. 
It became obvious, in the course of 
the day, that if the votes of those two 
persons were marked by Mr Black,, 
the returning clerk, but not otherwise, 
the election of the delegate for Inver- 
keithing would terminate in favour of 
General Campbell. 

Much discussion took place at the 
election between the gentlemen who ap- 
peared on the part of General Camp- 
bell and Sir Thomas Maitland, each 
party claiming the election. At last,, 
at a late period of the evening, Mr 
Black pronounced a deliverance, sta- 
ting his opinion to be, that the votes 
of the non-resident councillors were 
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not good, but that he would, in the 
mean time, mark their votes, if tender- 
ed under protest, and would reckon 
them in making his return, after due 
consideration and advice^ he should 
find that it was not strictly competent 
to him to reject the votes.’* 

. Accordingly, Mr Black communi- 
cated the minutes of the election to a 
lawyer of the highest legal ^d parlia- 
mentary knowledge andyexperience, by 
whom he was advised only to count 
the votes of real fide resident 

councillors,*' and “ that he was bound 
by his oath, and according to the 
partial exercise of his trust, to incur 
the responsibility incident to his ma- 
king out a commission in favour of 
General Maitland.** 

^ Mr Black, following this advice, 
which coincided with his own opinion, 
made out a commission in favour of 
General Maitland, and for having done 
80 , General Campbell accused him be- 
fore the Court of Session of having 
made a wrongful return, and prayed 
the Court to inflict the statutory pe- 
nalties for that offence, viz. a fine of 
500/. imprisonment for six months, ac- 
companied with the declaration of his 
disability to enjoy the gflice of town- 
clerk of Inverkeithing in time to come, 
and payment* of expenccs. 

General Campbell'scomplaint against 
Mr Black described him as a “ mis- 
guided and guilty individual," ‘‘ a will- 
ing and ready tool," “ prepared to go 
all lengths," ‘‘ totally unrestrained by 
the obligation of an oath and the fear 
of disgrace, who, after mature con‘:i- 
deration, had, with his eyes open, sub- 
jected himself to the consequences of 
deliberate perjury," and who, “ setting 
the provisions of the law at defiance, 
had called down upon his head the in- 
famy he had incurred.” And General 
Campbell professed himself to bn “ im- 
pelled by a sense of the duty which he 
owed to the independent burghs^ which 
VOL. X. part ji. 


he had the honour to represent, to call 
upon the Court to award to the fullest 
extent the statutory penalties," 

Mr Black's defence was, that he had 
clearly acted with the most perfect 
bona yides ; that the persons whose 
votes he had disallowed, had really and 
truly no greater right to be consider- 
ed councillors of Inverkeithing than 
any persons totally strangers to the 
burgh, who might have come forward 
and seated themselves at the council 
table; that General Campbell had him- 
self called on him to disallow, for the 
same reason of non-residence, the votes 
of other councillors in General Mait- 
land's interest ; that he was bound to 
make the return, according to the best 
of his honest judgment, of a majority 
of legal votes ; and that the statute 
had provided no rule for the very pe- 
culiar constitution of the burgh of In- 
verkeithing, as had been decided in 
cases to which Mr Black referred. 

General Campbell's complaint was 
advised on two occasions by the Se- 
cond Division of the Court, in May, 
1813, and January, 1814, after very 
long and elaborate written pleadings, 
and on both occasions the Court found 
Mr Black liable in the statutory pe- 
nalties, which have been already men- 
tioned. Doubts as to the judgment 
were expressed by some of the judges, 
especially by the late Lord Meadow- 
bank, who thought it “ contrary to 
the gener*;! policy of our criminal law 
to inflict disabilities without some cri- 
minal intention but, in the sequel, 
the judges considered themselves tied 
up by the statute, and their judgment 
was pronounced unanimously. Some 
of the judges, however, condemned the 
style of the complaint, and others, es- 
pecially Lords Glenlee and Bannatyne, 
recommended that General Campbell 
should withdraw the criminal part of 
it ; Lord Glenlee at the same time re- 
marking, that, “ after all he had heard 
F 
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of the boiia Jides of judges, he should 
not he fond of the situation, if this 
gentleman should, in the mean time, be 
imprisoned, and after all the judgment 
should be reversed.*' General Camp- 
bell did not listen to this recommenda- 
tion from the bench ; he exacted pay- 
ment of the fine of 500/. and expences ; 
and after Mr Black had entered his 
appeal to the House ot Peers, he ap- 
plied to the Court to put their sen- 
lence of disability into execution, pend- 
ing the appeal. 

The Court, however, refused to in- 
terfere farther, and found General 
Campbell liable to Mr Black in the 
expences occasioned by this applica- 
tion. 

The case was heard in the House of 
Lords on Wednesday the 7th and 
Friday the 0th instant, and, in the 
course of the pleadings, the Lord 
Chancellor expressed his most decided 
disapprobation of the language used in 
the complaint at the instance of Gene- 
ral Campbell against Mr Black, and 
his belief that if such a paper had ap- 
peared in a court of justice in Eng- 
land, it would, on account of the im- 
pertinence of the language used in it, 
have been sent to a Master in Chan- 
cery. His lordship also said, that ilm 
toas the hardest ease he ever kaciv, and 
that so J hr n<i related to character ^ he 
eonsidcred Mr Black to have been by 
vmch the ward used y^etUleman of the 
two parties in the ease. 

In pronouncing the judgirTent of un- 
qualified reversal, upon Fiiday the Kith 
instant, the I^ord Chancellor read to 
the House the calumnious passages of 
General Campbell’s complaint, which 
lie was astonished to find had been al- 
lowed to form part of the record. His 
lordship condenincd, in pointed terms, 
the notice taken in the complaint of 
the supposed accordance of Mr Black's 
political sentiments with the paity to 
whom he gave the return at Invcr- 
keithing, and expressed strong doubts 


as to the construction given to the 
statute, upon which the complaint was 
founded, particularly so far as respect- 
ed the burgh of Inverkeithing. Lord 
Redesdale entirely concurred with the 
Lord Chancellor, and said, that if the 
constitution of the burgh of Inver- 
keithing was yrhat it was represented 
to be, Mr Black was bound to exer- 
cise his judgment as to the votes of the 
two persons which he disallowed. But 
they both were* clearly of opinion, that 
the charge against Mr Black was not 
made with sufficient precision, and that 
the*re was no proof or admission to sub- 
stantiate it. 


Mauy Ryan, for attempting her 
Husuands escape. *' 

I^ondon Scssions~May 5. 

Mary Brown, alias Ryan, (the un- 
fortunate wife of a man who had been 
executed in the morning,) was put to 
the bar, charged with endeavouring to 
procure, and to aid and abet tlie escape 
of her husband, and two other persons, 
named IJallard and Handley, from his 
majesty's jail of Newgate, on the 18th 
of April last. The piison.er, as might 
well be supposed, exhibited the most 
wretched appearance ; she was con- 
vulsed ill agony, and had an infant at 
her breast. 

Ann Somers deposed, tliat fhc was 
employed to search the females who 
were in the habit of visiting the pri- 
soners, and on Sunday, the J Sth of 
April last, the wife of Brown, then 
confined under sentence of death in 
Newgate, was searchi*d upon her arri- 
val at the prison. Witness found no- 
thing in her pockets; but imagining 
there \i'as a protuberance of person, 
she insisted upon searching beneath 
her clothes, and disco vere<l that her 
body was braced round with a quanti- 
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ty of rope. Witness being convinced 
that this n^ust have been wound about 
her while in an undressed state, taxed 
her to this effect. The prisoner, how- 
ever, denied it, stating that she had 
picked up the rope on her way to the 
prison, and meant no harm with it. 
The rope which she tftok from the 
person of the prisoner was in length 
about twelve yards, and iii substance 
capable of assisting by ascent or des- 
cent in the escape of t\<^o or three in- 
.dividiials. { 

Several witnesses corroborated this 
statement. • 

Mr Barry, who, with feelings of the 
greatest humanity, volunteered to plead 
the cause of the wretched prisoner, ad- 
dressed the Court. The subject, he 
of the offence imputed to the 
prisonerj^ and whether that offence was 
brought sufficiently home to her, was 
a question for the decision of the jury. 
In considering this they would take, 
he had no doubt, the circumstances 
under which she was placed at the time 
the offence was committed — a weak, 
but affectionate woman, endeavouring, 
by desperate means, (of the impro- 
priety or consequence of which she 
was, perhaps, utterly ignorant,) to re- 
scue her husband from his perilous si- 
tuutiqn. He’submitted this, not with 
a view of turning aside the minds of 
the jury from the law or the fact, but 
to shew how small a proportion of the 
guilt of the unfortunate woman might 
be attributed to a criminal intention. 
The learned counsel concluded an af- 
fecting appeal, by stating, that if, 
in the minds of a British jury, whom 
he then had the honour to address, 
conviction should be established against 
the prisoner, he would then turn to 
the Court, and, appealing to its mercy, 
say, that the pangs, the contrition, the 


grief, and the sorrow, that at present 
inundated the soul of this unfortunate 
widow and mother, were to her a far 
greater punishment than all the pains 
and penalties of the most sanguinary 
law. 

I’he Recorder having summed up 
the evidence with great humanity, the 
jury, after some minutes consultation, 
pronounced a verdict of Guilty^ but, 
through their foreman, thus addressed 
the Court : — 

“ My lord and gentlemen, we most 
earnestly recommend this almost help- 
less and wretched woman to your mer- 
cy. The whole Court, we feel, has, 
with ourselves, been agonized at the 
circumstance, that she, who this morn- 
ing, but a few hours since, was a wife, 
is now a widow, cast upon society un* 
der circumstances of the most heart- 
rending nature, to seek protection for 
herself and orphans. We beg that in 
mercy you will visit her with the most 
lenient punishment possible.’^ 

The Court having consulted a few 
moments together, the Recorder pro- 
ceeded to pass sentence upon the pri- 
soner, and having highly compliment- 
ed the jury for their very humane re- 
commendation, in which, he said, the 
bench heartily concurred, ordered her 
to be coujined in Newgnie for me ca-- 
leudar month / 

The prisoner, in a flood of tears, 
begged the Court would suffer her 
“ to go totthe *wahe of her husband, 
(he being an Irishman and Roman Ca- 
tholic,) and see the last of him.'’ 

The Court said it was not in their 
power to grant such a request. 

She was then conveyed in custody 
from the Court ; the jury, however, 
and almost every individual in Court, 
previously bestowing upon her sums 
of money. 
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Mathewson and Others, for ill 
Treatment op Passengers on 
Shipboard. 

Marine Courts New York: 

This was an action of assault and 
battery, alleged to have been commit- 
ted on board the British ship Thomas, 
of Lancaster, while on the high seas, 
of which ship Mathewson was the 
captain, the other defendants seamen, 
and the plaintiff one of the passengers. 

It appeared, that the ship came 
from the chalky cliffs of Albion, with 
a number of passengers, and arrived 
on the Banks of Newfoundland. The 
sons of the deity who rules the wide 
domain through which they had past 
in safety, with joy breathing in every 
eye met and conferred. By a recur- 
rence to ancient legends, coeval with 
the common law, and among them of 
greater validity, it was found, that as 
often as a landsman came in view of 
the Banks before them, he must pro- 
duce a bottle of old Cognac, or rum, 
as an acceptable sacrifice to Neptune. 

The nature of the sacrifice was ex- 
plained to the landsmen, and the great- 
er part complied with a requisition 
sanctioned by immemorial usage ; the 
defendant, with others, refused. 

Whereupon the seamen invoked the 
god with sad complaints : — 

“ O omnipotent father, J^ing of the 
Ocean, behold the rebellious sons of 
Terra, who have dared to intrude into 
thy dominions, refusing to bend before 
thy divine altar, and to render to thee 
an accustomed libation. Their beards, 
O father, are long, uncouth, and inde- 
cent ; retained by them in defiance of 
thy laws, and in defiance of thy divi- 
nity.” 

The Father of Ocean heard, and 
lifted his awful head above the sublime 
waves, attended by the Tritons, the 


Nereides, and all the daughters of the 
azure main. 

He saw his children, and thus re- 
sponded to their complaints, through 
a brazen trumpet, whose reverbera- 
tions shook the distant promontory of 
Chapeau Rouge, and re* echoed through 
the spacious b-ay of Placentia : — 

« Carry these impious mortals from 
my pre8e.nce — behold their beards, 
which they dare to retain in despite of 
my authority ! They shall be shaved.” 

- “ Si jfata sinant.” 

He said, and taking his razor and 
shaving-box from his car, while Am- 
phitrite held his horses, he seized the 
prow, and ascended by the head-rails 
into the lofty ship. His presence in- 
spired his children with joy. But while 
imparting his commands through his,^ 
biazen trumpet to the crew, the lanSs^ 
men below trembled — “ Bring hither 
that tub, and fill it with sea water.” 
^Twas done. ‘‘ Bring forth the long- 
bearded tribe, one by one.” The com- 
mand was obeyed ; but Duffie, when 
it came to his turn, was inclined to be 
refractory, and resisted ; but who can 
resist when gods command ? 

The razor used by his godsbip was 
manufactured, in the caverns of ^tna, 
by one of the Cyclops, from an iron 
hoop ; and though somewhat rough on 
the edgCy did^good business. 

Held above the tub, Duffie under- 
went the operation with streaming eye, 
while the most unsavoury smell from 
the lather entered his nostrils. . As soon 
as the office of the razor was accom- 
plished, and the awful oath, which 
binds even gods above, was administer- 
ed, the tub below received him ; the 
ceremony was done, and the god de- 
scended into the bosom of the “ vasty 
deep.^^ 

It appeared that a lady passenger, 
named Ann Jones, was subjected to 
the same ceremony, the humour^of 
which was enjoyed by Duffie, in com- 
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mon with the others. Markwell per- 
sonated Neptune, and the captain act- 
ed in the capacity of assistant to the 
deity, and was aiding, abetting, and 
assisting in the ceremony. 

After the arguments of the counsel, 
Mr Justice Swanton charged the jury, 
that it was the duty of the master of a 
ship to treat his passengers with atten- 
tion and politeness. The captein stood 
in the same relation to the paSsengers 
as a master of an inn, or hotel, did to- 
.wards his guests. Having the super- 
intendence of his vessel, the law had 
invested the captain with the authori- 
ty necessary for preserving peace and 
good order. 

On this occasion, the captain not 
only failed in treating the plaintiff with 
»‘^Jiecoming decorum, but countenan- 
ced, and actually had some agency in 
the injury charged in the declaration. 
The conduct of the defendants towards 
the plaintiff was highly reprehensible. 
After taking into consideration the 
wounded feelings of the plaintiff on 
the one hand, and the circumstances of 
the defendants on the other, it would 
be the duty of the jury to render such 
a verdict as they considered just and 
equitable. • 

The jury rendered a verdict in fa- 
vour of the plaintiff, for 4*6 dollars. 


Young, for Payment of a Rump 
AND Dozen. 

Northumberland Assizes-^August 13. 

Mr Richardson opened the plead- 
ings, by stating that a conversation 
arose between the plaintiff and the de- 
fendant concerning the price of flour, 
when the plaintiff betted the defend- 
ant a rump and dozen that the average 
pfTce of flour did not exceed 3/. per 
sack, in the markets of Berwick, Aln- 
wick, Morpeth, and Newcastle, on 


any day between the 3d of December 
and the 1st of April ; that the defend- 
ant lost the wager ; that the rump and 
dozen was ordered, and that the de- 
fendant refused to pay for it. 

Mr Scarlett said, he did not wonder 
to hear his Lordship express his sur- 
prise that a case of this sort should be 
defended. 

Mr Baron Richards said he was sur- 
prised it should be here at all. 

Mr Scarlett ob'^erved, it never would 
have been here, if the defendant had 
not refused to pay for the rump and 
dozen, which had been eaten and drank. 
This case was not without precedent, 
for he recollected having been counsel 
in a cause of the same kind some time 
ago, when the determination was in 
favour of festivity, to which the law 
of England was extremely indulgent. 
In no place were the people more fond 
of mirth and festivity than in North- 
umberland ; and he really thought the 
defendant could not belong to the 
county, otherwise he never could have 
defended such an action. He believed 
almost all men had a correct notion of 
what was meant by a rump and dozen, 
but it was nowhere better understood 
than in Northumberland. In the 
Court of Common Plerfs in the South, 
where a similar cause had been tried, 
the learned Judge did not know what 
a rump and dozen meant. 

Lord Chief Baron. — O 1 ignorant 
judge, no> to know the meaning of a 
rump and dozen. 

Mr Scarlett said, the plaintiff was a 
corn factor, and the defendant a farm- 
er. It was the interest of the one that 
the price of corn should rise, and of 
the other that it should fall ; and upon 
the event of the rising or falling witlu 
in a certain period, they had laid the 
wager in question. The defendant ha- 
ving lost the wager, was applied to in 
order to know whjn it would suit his 
convenience to have the dinner. He 
said there was an unsettled account 
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between him and the plaintiff, and that 
the wager might as well be set off 
against it. That, however, was not 
what was meant by a wager of a rump 
and dozen. It was not to be satisfied 
in pounds, shillings, and pence, to the 
party, but was to be eat and drank by 
themselves and their mutual friends. 
Upon the defendant receiving notice 
of the day appointed by the winner, 
he declined attending# The plaintiff 
therefore invited his friends, and was 
obliged to pay near 10/. for the din- 
ner, The defendant had refused to 
repay him, and the action was brought 
to compel him He thought the party 
against whom the verdict went ought 
to pay for another rump and dozen, 
and that the jury should be invited to 
partake of the feast. 

The Lord Chief Baron earnestly re- 
commended the parties to arrange their 
dispute amicably, but they were not 
disposed to take his lordship’s advice. 
Upon the written paper, containing 
the terms of the wager, being put in, ' 
Mr Topping objected that it was 
without a stamp. He was aware he 
should be told, that the agreement 
had reference to a sum that did not 
exceed 20/., and therefore was exclu- 
ded from the Operation of the stamp 
act. To this he would answer, that 
the amount of the bill for the rump 
and dozen depended upon the capaci- 
ty of the stomachs of those who were 
to be invited ; they miglvt cat and 
drink to the amount of 10/. or three 
times 10/.; possibly, therefore, the 
wager might cxteijd to a sum beyond 
10/., and if it did the agreement would 
require a stamp. 

The Lord Chief Baron said he w^ould 
save the point. The cause then pro- 
ceeded ; but it appearing that an al- 
teration in the terms of the wager had 
been made after it had been reduced to 
writing, the plaintiff was non-suited. 
The plaintiff, however, declared liis in- 


tention of renewing the action at the 
next assizes. 


Seaman demanding his Mothek’s 
Head. 

S' 

Mansion- JIoiLse — Dec* S. 

T 

The Lord Mayor was surprised by 
a most extraordinary application from 
a young seama^n, who begged that some 
hard-hearted fellows in the Borough 
should be compelled to give him up 
his mother’s head. 

The Lord Mayor. — Your piother’s 
head ! For the love of God, is it sepa- 
rated from the body 

Seaman. — Yes, my lord, they cyJL^ 
away the head, and told me. I might 
have the body if I pleased. Accord- 
ingly 1 took the body, but 1 can’t 
bear to think of leaving the head be- 
hind, and I hope your lordship will see 
it delivered to me. 

The Lord Mayor. — This is the moiit 
strange thing I ever heard of. For 
God’s sake, is the man serious, in say- 
ing that his mother has lost her head ? 

Mr Hoblerisaid, the charge was not 
without foundation. The poor fellow 
had spoken to him at an early hour 
upon the subject, and se^?med very 
much agitated in describing his mo- 
ther’s death; which, hov\ ever, took 
place some days before her decapita- 
tion, in St Thomas’s Hospital. 

The Lord Mayor. — Oh, then, it is 
of the surgeons of St Thomas’s you 
complain ? 

Seaman. — Yes, my lord, of the 
butchers there. They are willing to 
let me do what I please with the body, 
but are determined to keep the head 
for themselves as a curiosity, for my 
mother died of a tooth-ache. 

The Lord Mayor — Of a tooth- 
ache ? This is still more extraordinary. 
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I have certainly beard lliat the most 
effectual way of curing tlie tooth-ache 
is by cutting off* the head ; but 1 never 
before heard that such a complaint 
would cause death. 

Mr Hobler said, the seaman meant 
that his mother died in consequence of 
a. bungling attempt toe^ttract a tooth. 
*rhe gums of the deceased had been so 
lacerated by the operating that a gan- 
grene took place, and ck*ath soon fol- 
lowed. She had been taken to St 
, Thomas’s Hospital, w;here the sur- 
geons, probably finding that the case 
presented great novelty, asked and ob- 
tained leave to examine the head. 

The ^seaman said, the moment he 
was told it might be of service to his 
fellow-creatures, he allowed the sur- 
„geons to dissect the head ; but at the 
same time that he allowed that, he 
never had a notion of leaving any part 
of his mother in their hands, and he 
thought their refusal to give up the 
head was quite unnatural. He had had 
the body at home these two days, and 
there it should lie until he had the 
means of making it complete, by put- 
ting the head in its proper place. 

The Lord Mayor. — They certainly 
are not justified in detyjning the head, 
and should have restored it to you, 
after it had* served their professional 
purposes. • 

A gentleman in the medical line 
observed to his lordship, that he ap- 
prehended the professional purposes of 
the sui'geons w'ould not be answered 
until the head was in pickle. 

The Lord Mayor — This is in- 
deed a very indefensible practice ; be- 
sides, it will terrify the relatives of 
patients who die in the hospital, by 
giving them reason to suppose that 
when they are following the deceased 
to their graves, they are following 
bodies without heads or heads without 
bbdies. 

The medical man said, the iutcrcsU 


of society were paramount ; and for 
his part, if he was going off in a dis- 
order little known to practitioners, he 
would not care into how many pieces 
he was cut for the benefit of society. 

AnM yet, said the Lord Mayor, al- 
though that is the common talk of 
physicians, I never knew one of the 
profession who had any inclination to 
have his bones^dangling in an anatomy- 
room, or his head in a bottle. 

The physician observed, that there 
might be cases of the kind which were 
concealed, in consideration of the pre- 
judices of the weaker sex. 

The Lord Mayor. — I don’t know 
how we can prosecute i esiirrection 
men for stealing dead bodies, if such 
practices are allowed. A thing of this 
kind is more distressing to the feelings 
than a church yard robbery ; for our 
habits are such that we cannot endure 
the burial of a body piecemeal. Even 
in a field of battle v/e should go about 
and endeavour to collect tlie mangled 
limbs of a friend, before we could 
think of covering an atom of him with 
earth. At home, then, where the 
rights of sepulture are attended to so 
scrupuloubly, it is barbarous to mangle 
a body and torture the feelings of a 
son by keeping the hetid of his mother 
for exhibition. 

The pliysician said, that in all pro- 
baliliiy the case was sucli as rendered 
this proceeding of the surgeons indis- 
pensable.# The head, it was reported, 
iiad, by the disease, been swelled to a 
most enormous magnitude, and was 
actually too large to be placed in the 
coffin witb the body. This extraor- 
dinary circumstance, combined with 
the disorder which had proved fatal, 
was likely to render a constant recur- 
rence to the subject necessary. The 
manner, then, in which it might have 
been prudent to act, was to substitute 
the head of another body, which would 
be just as useful, at the bamc time that 
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the imposition would be very excu- 
sable, and no detection could take 
place. 

The Lord Mayor declared, that the 
surgeons were highly reprehensible in 
detaining the head. It was notorious 
that those disturbers of the dead call- 
ed resurrection-men, who were in many 
cases robbers of the living, were in the 
habit of serving the hospital with sub- 
jects ; and it would now appear as if 
the surgeons intended to vie with them 
in their trade, against which the public 
had so great a horror. 

The seaman said he had often seen 
death in its most frightful shapes, and 
had given many of his companions 
graves in distant parts of the world, 
where there was not much care whether 
bodies were buried or not, and in fact 
where he was indifferent whether in 
case of his own death he should under- 
go that ceremony ; but his mother was 
different ; and he should go to the 
hospital, and stay there until his de- 
mand was agreed to, whatever recep- 
tion he should meet with, even if they 
were to take it into their heads to cut 
off his own. 

The Lord Mayor said he felt con- 
vinced, that when the surgeons should 
consider the cruelty of persisting in 
the refusal, there could no longer be 
any hesitation. His lordship ordered 
Cartwright, the marshalman, to attend 
the seaman to St Thomas's, and in- 
quire the cause of the coii(luct com- 
plained of. 

Upon his return, Cartwright asto- 
nished the whole office, by saying, that 
he heard at the hospital that the sea- 
man's father had sold the head for a 
pound to the surgeons. He said, the 
poor son acknowledged he had been 
resent when the bargain was made, 
ut that he abhorred the proposal of 
disposing of the head at any price. 

In order to satisfy the Lord Mayor 
that a proper arrangement had been 


made about the head, the principal 
surgeon sent word that he would wait 
upon his lordship to-morrow morning 
(this day.) 


Curious Examination of a Wit- 
ness BEFORE THE ScOTS JuRY 
Couity. 

The following examination took 
place in a question lately tried in the 
Jury Court between the trustees on 
the Queensferry passage and the town 
of Kirkcaldy, 'rhe witness was called 
on the part of the trustees, and appa- 
rently lull of their interest. The coun- 
sel having heard tliat the man had got 
a present of a coat from the clerk to 
the trustees before coming tq attend 
the trial, thought proper to interrogate 
him on that point ; as by proving this, 
it would have the ellect of completely 
setting aside his testimony. — 

Q. Pray where did you get that 
coat ? The witness (looking obliquely 
down to the sleeve of his coat, and 
from thence to the counsel) with a 
mixture of effrontery and confusion, 
exclaimed, ^ 

A. Coat, coat, sir ! Whare gat I 
that coat ? 

Q. I wish 4*0 know where you got 
that coat ? 

A. May be ye ken whare I got it ? 

Q. No, but we wish to know from 
whom you got it ? 

A. Did ye gie me that coat ? 

Q. Tell the jury where you got that 
coat ? 

A. What's your business wi' that ? 

Q. It is material that you tell the 
Court where you got the coat ? 

A. 'Am no obliged to tell about ma 
coat ? 

Q. 'Do you not recollect whether 
you bought that coat, or whether^t 
was given to you ? 


13 
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A* I canna recollect every thing 
about ma coats ; \vhan I get them, or 
whare I get them. 

Q. You said you remembered per- 
fectly well about the boats 42 years 
ago ; and the people who lived at 
Kirkcaldy then; and John More’s 
boat ; and can you not recollect where 
you got. the coat you have on at pre- 
sent ? ^ , 

A. ’Am no gaua to ^ay ony thing 
about coats. 

Q. Did Mr Douglas, clerk to the 
trustees, give you that coat ? 

A. How do you ken ony thirig 
about that ? 

Q. I ask you, did Mr Douglas, clerk 
to the trustees, give you that coat ? 

A. ‘’Am no bound to answer that 
question, but merely to tell the truth. 

Q. §0 you wont tell where you got 
that coat ? 

A. I didna get the coat to do ony 
thing wrang for’t ; I didna engage to 
say ony thing that wasna true. 

The Lord Chief Commissioner, 
when the witness was going out of the 
box, called him back, and observed, 

the court wish to know from you 
something farther about this coat. It 
is not believed or suspected that you 
got it improperly or dishonestly, or 
that there is* any reason for your con- 
cealing it. You may have been dis- 
inclined to speak about it, thinking 
that there was something of insult or 
reproach in the questions put from the 
bar. You must be sensible that the 
bench can have no such intention ; and 
it is for your credit, and the sake of 


your testimony, to disclose fairly where 
you got it. There may be discredit 
in concealing, but none in telling where 
you got it.” 

Q. Where did you get the coat ? 

A.‘^Am no obliged to tell about ma 
coat. 

Q. T rue, you are not obliged to tell 
where you got it ; but it is for your 
own credit to tell. 

A. I didna come here to tell about 
coats, but to tell about boats and pin- 
naces. 

Q. If you do not tell, I must throw 
aside your evidence altogether. 

A. ’Am no gaun to say ony thing 
about ma coat ; ’am no obliged to say 
ony thing about it. 

Witness went away, and was called 
back by Lord Gillies. 

Q. How long have you had that 
coat ? 

A. I dinna ken how lang I hae had 
my coat. I hae plenty o’ coats. I 
dinna mind about this coat or that 
coat. 

Q. Do you remember any thing 
near the time ; have you had it a year, 
a month, or a week r Have you had it 
a week ? 

A. Hoot ay, I dare say I may. 

Q. Have you had k a month ? 

A. I dinna ken ; I cam here to speak 
about boats, and no about coats. 

Q. Did you buy the coat ? 

A. I didna mind what coat 1 bought, 
or what 

The consequence was, that their 
lordships were forced to reject the evN 
dence of this witness. 


/ 
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No. II. 

rROCEEDlNGS OF TUBLIC SOCIETIES. 


The Royal Society of London. 

On Saturday, November the 

society held its antiual meeting for the 
election of the office-bearers for the 
ensuing year. There were elected, 
PuEMDLNT, 

Right Hon. Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. 
G. C. B. 

Secretauifs, 

William Thomas Brande, Esq. and 
Taylor Combe, Esq. 

TRE^S^IRER, 

Samuel Lysons, Esq. 

There remained of the old council, 

Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. 

John Barrow, Esq. 

Taylor Combe, Esq. 

Sir Humphry Davy, 

Sir Everard Home, Bart. 

Samuel Lysons, Esq. 

The Earl of Morton, 

John Pond, Esq. 

William Hyde Wollaston, M. D. 
Thomas Young, M. D. 

There were elected into the council, 
William Thomas Brande, Esq. 
,Iohn George Children, Esq. 

John Wilson Croker, Esq. 

Charles Konig, Esq. 

Alexander Macleay, Esq, 
Alexander Marcet, M. D. 

Colonel William Mudge, 


' William Haseldyne Pepys, Esq. 

The Earl of Spencer, 

Sir John Thomas Stanley, Bart. 
Twenty members have died since the 
last anniversary, and thirty-two new 
members have been admitted into the 
society. The present list of Fellows 
contains 619 names. Of these 44 arc 
foreign member^. 

On Thursday, December 5 , a paper 
by Mr Tod was read, giving an ac- 
count of some experimetits made on 
torpedos at Rochelle. The object of 
the experiments was to ascertain, 
whether the animal possesses a volun- 
tary power over its electrical organs. 
When the fish is held by the tail, the 
person holding it does not receive 
shocks, nor are they communicated 
when the anilVial is held by the ante- 
rior part of the body- The electric 
shocks were given without any appa- 
rent diminution, when an incision was 
made round the electric organs, and 
even when they communicated with the 
rest of the animal only by the nerves. 
When a portion of the electric organ 
was cut off, the strength of the shock 
was diminished ; but Mr Tod was not 
certain whether this diminution was 
owing to the diminution of the organ, 
or to the exhausted state of the fish. 
The iterves of the electric organs are 


• The proceedings for the whole winter scMion 1816-17 arc here introduced, from the 
ajwlyscs given in the Journals ol Thomson and Brande. 
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supplied from the medulla ohlongntam 
When Mr Tod was cutting the elec- 
tric organs, he received shocks through 
the scalpel. Theauthorstates a circum- 
stance respecting the torpedo, which 
' he has been told, he conceives, on good 
authority, though he never witnessed 
it himself. Where torpedos abound, 
boys are in the habit of playing the 
following trick, to those wlip are not 
in the secret. They pei-suade the ig- 
norant boy to make urine upon the 
^ torpedo. The consequence is, that an 
electrical shock is conveyed along the 
stream of urine. * 

At the same meeting, a paper, by 
Mr Hatchett, was read, describing a 
method of destroying the musty taste 
in grain. Must, the author conceives, 
is an alteration which is produced in 
the amylaceous part of the grain, and 
in general it is confined to the surface 
of the corn immediately under the 
liusk. To remove it, the corn must 
be put into any vessel capable of hold- 
ing thrice the quantity of corn put in- 
to it. The 'vessel is then to be filled 
with boiling-hot water, and the li- 
quid allowed to remain till it be cool. 
Then the light and rotten grains, 
which swim on the surface, may be 
skimmed off, and the water allowed to 
drain. It will be proper afterwards 
to pour some cold wate« on the grain, 
and stir it about in order to wash away 
completely the w'atcr which holds the 
must ill solution. Grain thus treated, 
will be ^ound quite free from ail musty 
taste. In a year like the present, 
when so much of the corn has been in- 
jured by w^et, this information must be 
of great imjportance to the country. 

On Thu«day, December 1 2, a paper, 
by Mr Brsnde, on an astringent sub- 
stance, from China, was read. It was 
given to Mr Braude for examination by 
8ir Joseph Banks, it consisted of vesi- 
ccflar bodies like nutgalls adhering to 
the smaller branches of a tree. Insects 
could be perceived in it. There is a 


description of it by Duhalde, who says^ 
that it varies from the size of a imtgall 
to that of a chesnut. Mr Brande found 
its constituents as follows : 

Tannin and gallic acid| • 75 

Resip, 

Woody fibre, . . * ..25 

100 

On Thursday, December 19, a pa- 
per, by M. Dupin, was read, on the 
improvements lately introduced inta 
ship-building by Mr Seppings. The 
author, in order to obtain materials 
for his projected work on Ship-Build- 
ing, had been induced to visit Great 
Britain, and he expressed himself in 
the highest terms of the reception he 
met with from those gentlemen to 
whom he had occasion to apply. He 
stated a number of historical facts to 
shew that the principle upon which 
MrSeppings’s plan is founded had been 
previously known and employed in 
France, though afterw^ards abandon- 
ed. But he allows that Mr Seppings 
has introduced so many improvements, 
and has so happily got over dilliculties 
to he overcome, as to have made his 
method in a great measure his own. 

On Thursday, .Tanuary 9, 18 1 7> part 
of a paper, by Sir Humphry Davy, 
on flame w'as read. The author divid- 
ed his subject under four heads : 1. On 
the effect produced by rarefaction by 
means of the air-pump on the inflamma- 
tion of g^ses. A small jet of hydro- 
gen gas from a glass tube was extin- 
guished when the air was rarefied six 
times. But when the jet was larger, it 
was not extinguished till the rarefac- 
tion amounted to ten times. In the 
second case, the point of the tube from 
which the gas proceeded was white- 
hot, and the gas continued to burn 
till the tube ceased to be visibly red. 
It immediately occurred to the au- 
thor, that the cause of thy extinction 
was not the deflciiflicy of oxygen, but 
the want of sufficient heat. Hence it 
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followed, that those bodies which pro- 
duce most heat, and which require the 
least for combustion, would burn the 
longest ; and a set of experiments 
made on purpose confirmed these ideas. 
Hydrogen burned till the atmosphere 
was rarefied ten times ; olefiant gas, 
till the rarefaction was nearly as great ; 
carbonic oxide was extinguished when 
the rarefaction amounted to five times; 
and carbureted hydrogen when it was 
only four times. Sulphur continued 
to burn till the rarefaction was thirty ; 
phosphorus, till it was sixty ; and 
phosphureted hydrogen gas burned in 
the best vacuum which he could form 
by means of his air*pump. 2. On the 
effect of rarefaction by heat on the 
combustibility of the gases. Grotthus 
has stated, tnat, when gaseous mix- 
tures are rarefied four times by heat, 
they cease to explode. Our author 
was able only to produce an expan- 
sion of two and a half times. It was 
produced by a cherry-red heat ; which 
of course indicates a heat of about 
103S^®. The result of his experiments 
is precisely the reverse of that of 
Grotthus. He found that rarefaction 
by heat increases the explodabihty of 
gaseous mixtures. He infers, likewise, 
from his experipients, that the hypo- 
thesis of Dr Higgins, Beithollet, &c., 
that the reason why gaseous bodies 
explode by electricity is the compres- 
sion occasioned by the sudden expan- 
sion of the heated portion of gas is 
erroneous. He considers the heat evol- 
ved by the combustion as the sole cause 
of the explosion. 

On Thursday, January 16, Sir 
Humphry Davy’s paper on flame was 
concluded. In the third part of his 
paper the author treats of the effect 
of different mixtures of other gaseous 
bodies on the combustibility of ex- 
ploding compounds by the electric 
spark. He^ made a mixture of two 
volumes hydrogen and one volume 
ojtygen gas, and tried the effect pro- 


duced by adding various mixtures of 
other gaseous bodies. Olefiant gas 
was found to have the greatest effect 
in preventing the explosion of this 
mixture by electricity. The quantity 
of each gas necessary to prevent the 
explosion was different. From his ex- 
periments it appears that the effect 
does not depend upon the specific heat 
or the spe^cific gravity of the gas add- 
ed. He is of opinion, that it depends 
chiefly upon the property of the gas 
to conduct heat. Gases, he thinks, 
differ as much in their conducting 
powers as solid bodies, and those which 
conduct best will act most powerfully 
in preventing explosion, by qarrying 
off the heat, and cooling the mixture 
below the exploding point. 

The fourth part of the paper con- 
sisted in general remarks, and. practi- 
cal inferences. He finds that neither 
the rarefaction nor condensation of 
common air produces much effect up- 
on flame burning in it. The effect of 
wire-gauze in preventing explosions, 
he considers as owing entirely to its 
property of carrying off the heat, and 
thus reducing the temperature of the 
gases that pass through it below the 
exploding point. He gave an account 
of various improvements introduced of 
late into the construction of the safe- 
lamps for coal mines ; and pointed out 
advantages arising from the yielding 
nature of the wire-gauze of which they 
are constructed. 

On Thursday, January 23, a curi- 
ous paper, by Sir Humphry Davy, was 
read, constituting an important addi- 
tion to his preceding memoir. He had 
concluded from his former investiga- 
tions, that flame consisted vof gaseous 
bodies heated above whiteness ; and he 
had found that oxygen and hydrogen, 
as well as oxygen and charcoal, might 
be made to combine silently at a tem- 
perature below redness, and to fiahn 
respectively, water and carbonic acid. 
It occurred to him, that during these 
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combinations heat was given out, and 
that, though not sufficient to cause the 
explosion of the gaseous mixture, it 
might, notwithstanding, be able to 
heat a metallic body to redness. While 
•thinking of an experiment to deter- 
mine this point, the phenomenon ex- 
hibited itself accidental!]! while he was 
making an experiment with a safe-lamp 
in a mixture of carbureted hydrogen 
and air. He plunged theligtited safe- 
lamp into this mixture, and then cau- 
sed an additional quantity of carbure- 
ted hydrogen to pass into the mixture. 
The lamp was extinguished, but a pla- 
tinum wire, that was above the flame, 
became red-hot, and continued so for 
several minutes ; and, when it ceased 
to be luminous, the mixture had en- 
tirely lost its exploding properties. It 
was immediately obvious that the heat 
was evolved by the silent combination 
of the carbureted hydrogen with the 
oxygen of the mixture; and that, 
though not capable of exploding the 
mixture, it was yet capable of heating 
the platinum to redness. On making 
exploding mixtures of oxygen with 
hydrogen and other inflammable gases, 
and plunging a hot platinum wire in- 
to them, he found that^it became red- 
hot, and continued so till the mixture 
* had lost its power of exploding. He 
terminated his communication with a 
practical application to coal-mines. If 
a wire of platinum be suspended over 
the flame of a safety-lamp properly 
coiled vp, and if the lamp be taken 
into an exploding mixture, it will be 
extinguished, but the platinum wire 
will become red-hot, and will conti- 
nue to give out light till the mixture 
loses its ewloding qualities. By this 
light the Jminer may direct his way 
out of the exploding mixture. 

Dr Thomson considers this as one 
of the most beautiful disco veriest which 
Humphry Davy has made. The 
numerous practical applications of it to 


gaseous experiments must be obvious 
to chemists in general. 

At the same meeting a paper, by 
Dr Brewster, on light, was read. 
This paper consisting of a great num- 
ber of* detached facts, it is difficult to 
give any account of it. He shewed 
how .the metals, by their polarization 
of light, form the supplementary co- 
lours. He stated also, that common 
salt and flour spar, when in pieces large 
enough, act upon light in the same way 
as double refracting bodies, 

Thursday, February 6, a paper on 
fulminating platinum, by E. Davy, 
Esq., was read, and continued on the 
13th. The author succeeded in form- 
ing a fulminating compound of plati- 
num by the following process: sul- 
phuret of platinum, prepared by pass- 
ing sulphureted hydrogen through the 
aqueous solution of muriate of pla- 
tinum is converted into sulphate of 
platinum by nitrous acid. To the 
aqueous solution of this sulphate, am- 
monia is added m slight excess. The 
precipitate thus formed is boiled in a 
solution of caustic potash, washed and 
dried at 212°. It explodes when heat- 
ed to about 400°, and consists of 
Platinum, . . . 73.5 

Oxygene . . . 8.75 

Ammonia and water, 17.50 


100 . 

On Thursday, February 20, a pa- 
per, by MrPond, the astronomer royal, 
was read, on the parallax of the fixed 
stars. It is well known that Dr Brink- 
ley has for several yeys past been ob- 
serving certain fixed stars with a cir- 
cular instrument at the Dublin obser- 
vatory ; that he has observed a sensi- 
ble parallax in several of them amount- 
ing to about 2" : that this parallax has 
constantly appeared in every year’s ob- 
servations, and that it is too great to 
be ascribed to errors of observation. 
It was desirable, that these observa- 
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tions should be confirmed by other 
astronomers. The circular instrument 
^t Greenwich was considered as well 
adapted for the purpose : accordingly 
Mr Pond made observations with it in 
J8J2 and 1813; but he soon*' found 
that it would not answer the expected 
object, unless it could be wholly^devo- 
ted to such observations. In conse- 
tjoence, he proposed at the last visi- 
tation, that two ten-feet telescopes, 
fitted with micrometers, should be fix- 
ed to stone pillars, for the purpose of 
observing the parallax of the fixed 
atars ; which proposal was approved 
of. Till these can be erected, two 
temporary telescopes have been fixed 
for making observations. 

The object of the present commu- 
nication was to state the result of the 
observations made in 1812 and 1813. 
The stars observed were a Aquilie, a 
Lyrx, and a Cycni. The amount of 
the parallax did not exceed one-fourth 
of what Dr Brinkley had observed, 
but it was constant, like that observed 
by Dr Brinkley. Mr Pond suspects 
that the difierence is owing to some 
other cause than parallax ; but he is 
far from being of opinion that the ob- 
servations which he has already made 
are sufficient to decide the point. Pie 
hopes soon to be able to offer a new 
set of observations on this interesting 
subject. 

On Thursday, February 2Tth, a pa- 
per by Sir Everard Home, , Bart, was 
read, giving an account of a number of 
fossil bones of the Rhinoceros, found 
in a lime-stone tavern near Plymouth, 
by Mr Whitby. Sir Joseph Banks 
had requested Mr Whitby, when he 
went to superintend the break-water, 
at present constructing at Plymouth, 
to inspect all the caverns that should 
be met with in the lime-stone rocks 
during the quarrying, and to send him 
up any fossil bones that might be 
found. The fossil bones described in 
tliis paper occurred in a cavern in a 


lime-stone rock on the south side of 
the Cat Water. This lime-stone is de- 
cidedly transition. The cavern was 
found after they had quarried 160 feet 
into the solid rock. It was 45 feet 
long, and filled with clay, and had no 
communication whatever with the ex- 
ternal surface. The bones were re- 
markably perfect specimens; They 
were all .decidedly bones of the Rhi- 
noceros ; but they belonged to three 
different animals. They consisted of 
teeth, bones of the spine, of the sca- 
pula, of the fore legs, and of the meta- 
tirsal bones of the hind legs. They 
were compared by Sir Everard with 
the bones of the skeleton of a Rhino- 
ceros in the possession of Mr Brookes, 
which is considered as belonging to the 
largest of the species ever seen in Eng- 
land. The fossil bones were, mostly 
of a larger size, though some of them 
belonged to a smaller animal. Several 
of them were analysed by Mr Brande. 
He found one specimen composed as 
follows 

Phosphate of lime, ... 60 

Carbonate of lime, ... 28 

Animal matter, .... 2 

• Water, 10 

100 

The teeth, as usual, contained a 
gi'eater proportion of phosphate of 
lime than the otherboncs. Tlu se bones 
were remarkably clean and perfect, and 
constitute the finest specimens of fossil 
bones ever found in this country. 

At the same meeting, two papers, by 
Thomas Knight, Esq. were announced, 
as presented to the society ; a paper 
on the construction of logerilhms, and 
a paper on the functions ofHifferences. 

On Thursday, March 6tii, a paper, 
by the Rev. Francis Hyde Wollas- 
ton, was read, describing a thermome- 
ter ccftistructed by him, for determi- 
ning the height of mountains, instead 
of the barometer. It is well known, 
that the temperature at which water 
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boils diminishes as the height of the 
place increases at which the experi- 
ment is made, and this diminution was 
suggested, first by Fahrenheit, and af- 
terwards by Mr Cavendish, as a means 
of determining the height of places 
above the sea. Mr Wollaston’s thermo- 
myter is as sensible as ihe common 
mountain.barometer. Every degree of 
Fahrenheit on i; occupies ai^ inch in 
length. The thermometer, together 
with the lamp and vessel for boiling 
water, when packed into a case, weighs 
about a pound and a quarter, and is 
much more portable and convenient 
than the common mountain barometer. 
It is sufficiently sensible to point out 
the difference in height between the 
floor and the top of a common table. 
Mr Wollaston gave two trials with it, 
compared with the same heights mea- 
sured by General Roy by the barome- 
ter. The difference between the two 
results did not exceed two feet. 

Oil Thursday, March 13, an appen- 
dix to Mr Pond's paper on the paral- 
lax of the fixed stars was read. Conjec- 
turing'that the small difference which 
occasioned the suspicion of a parallax 
was owing to the difference betweeiK 
the heights of the exter^ial and inter- 
'V nal thermometer in summer and winter, 
jMr Pond endeavoured to keep the in- 
side of the observatory t^t winter of 
. the same temperature as the outside, 
which the mildness of the season ena- 
bled him to accomplish. Many obser- 
vacions of\ a EyrtC were made. No de- 
.^.viation whatever was observed ; or, if 
any minute deviations existed, they 
. were in an opposite direction from that 
of a parallax. 

At the salne meeting, part of a pa- 
'per, by MrMarshall, on the laurus cin- 
namomum,or cinnamon-tree, was read. 

On I'hursday, March 20, Mr Mar- 
/shall’s paper on the laurus ciunamomum 
wa&^ontiniied. Fie took a review of 
the descriptions of this plant given by 
preceding botanical writers, and point- 


ed out numerous mistakes into which, 
they'had all fallen, from not*being aware 
of the meaning of the different names 
given to the plant, and its varieties bjr 
the natives of Ceylon. Linnaeus gave 
to his /&urus cassiaihe propertiesof the 
laurus cinnamomum ; and Thunberg, 
the last botanist, who describes this 
tree, does not correct the errors of his 
predecessors, and probably was not 
aware of their existence. The cinna- 
mon tree is cultivated in four different 
places in Ceylon, and it grows wild 
abundantly in the jungles. The cin- 
namon obtained from the cultivated 
places amounts to rather more than 
2000 bales, and that collected in the 
jungles is about an equal quantity. 
What is called cassia, is the receptacle 
and unripe seeds of the laurus cinna^ 
mom urn. 

On Thursday, March 27> MrMar- 
shalPs paper on the laurus cinnamo- 
mum was continued. He described the 
way in which the cinnamon was collect- 
ed, the frauds practised by those em- 
ployed in gathering it, and the way in 
which it is stowed in the ships to be 
transported to Europe. It is usually 
'stowed along with black pepper, in or- 
der to save room \ or if pepper be 
wanting, coffee is substituted in its 
place. The Dutch sometimes ordered 
an oil to be extracted from the coarser 
kinds of cinnamon, wdiich were not 
considered as fit for the home market. 
The meiho^ is simple, ^he bark is 
reduced to a coarse powder, macerated 
for some days in sea water, and then 
put along with water into a still. The 
oil comes over with the water. There 
are two kinds of oil obtained ; a light 
oil, which swims on the surface of the 
water, and a heavy oil, which sinks to 
the bottom. The whole of the light 
oil separates in twenty-four hours ; 
but the heavy oil continues to subside 
for ten or twelve davs ; 80lb. of fresh 
bark yield 2^oz. of the light oil, and 
.5joz, of the heavy. The product 
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is a little diminished where the bark 
has been kept for some years before it 
is distilled. 

Cinnamon, when first separated from 
the branch, has an orange colour, and 
a very agreeable fragrant odoufr. The 
colour diminishes, and the smell near- 
ly disappears by keeping. 

Cinnamon is confined to the torrid 
zones. Besides Ceylon, it grows on 
the Malabar coast, in Cochin China, 
in Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, the Isle 
of France, Guiana, Jamaica, and other 
West Indian islands. 

On Thursday, April 17, the re- 
mainder of Mr Marshairs paper was 
read. 

It was taken up with endeavouring 
to trace the origin of the terms cinna- 
mon and cassia. -Herodotus informs 
118 that the Greeks adopted their term 
cinnamon from the Phenicians. The 
Phenicians probably would adopt the 
word used in India. The Malays ex- 
press cinnamon by the phrase haya me- 
neSf sweet wood ; and Mr Marshall is 
of opinion that this is the origin both 
of the words cinnamon and cassia. 

At the same meeting, three mathe- 
matical papers were presented to the 
society ; two by Thomas Knight, Esq., 
and a third by Charles Babbage, Esq., 
containing observations on the appli- 
cation of analogical reasoning to ma- 
thematical investigations. These pa- 
pers were not of a nature to be read to 
the society.^ ^ 

April 24?. An account of an electri- 
cal increaser was read, communicated 
by H. Upington, Esq. through Dr 
G. Pearson, It appeared to differ but 
little from the multiplier already known 
to electricians. 

May 1. A paper of much interest to 
physiologists was communicated by Sir 
£. Home ; containing many new facts 
respecting the passage of the ovum 
from the ovarium to the uterus. The 
facts detailed in this paper, were illus- 
trated by several very beaiiuful draw- 


ings from the microscopic pencil of Mr 
Bauer, whose talents promise to be of 
as valuable application to anatomy, as 
they have already proved to the bo- 
tanist. 

May 8. A paper was read by Sir 
Everard Home, entitled, Further Ob- 
servations on^thc use of Colchicum Au- 
tumnale in Gout. It may now be con- 
sidered ^8 proved, that Colchicum is 
the active pNncipal of the justly cele- 
brated eau-medicinale^ for a vinous 
tincture of that root has cured many 
persons of the gout, exactly in the 
§ame way as the French remedy. Sir 
Everard furnishes sufferers from gout 
with a curious fact, in this paper, viz. 
that the part which gripes and vomits 
is contained in the sediment of these 
tinctures, and that although the clear 
part certainly cures the gout, it does 
not produce those rough effects which 
seem to belong exclusively to the se- 
diment ; he therefore advises filtering 
the eau-medicinale to get rid of this 
mischievous deposit. 

At the same meeting, a paper was 
presented by Thomas Andrew Knight, 
Esq. containing observations on the ex- 
-tent of the expansion and contraction 
of timber in ^different directions, rela- 
tive to the medulla of the tree. This 
paper seemed to throw some light up- 
on the obscure question of the motion 
of the sap in trees. 

May 22. Mr Sewel, assistant pro- 
fessor at the Veterinary College, gave 
a short account of the mode ©f curing 
chronic lameness, to which hunters, 
chargers, and other valuable horses are 
liable, after any considerable exertion. 
It consisted in dividing^, the nervous 
trunk, and extirpating a j^ortion of it, 
where it enters the foot'i behind the 
pastern joint. A successful case was 
annexed to the paper. 

At the same meeting. Sir H. Davy 
presented to the society a letter from 
his brother. Dr Davy, containing a se- 
ries of observations on the tempera- 
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tvfie of the ocean and atmosphere, and 
on the density of sea water. This 
paper forms part of a journal kept by 
Dr Davy, in his voyages to Ceylon, 
and embraces several curious topics of 
inquiry. 


TheRoval Sooietx oeEdjinbukgh. 

January 6th. The Reverend Mr 
Alispn read the second part of his 
• Biographical Account of the Life and 
Writings of the late Aleicander Fraser 
Tytler, Lord Woodhouselee. • 
January 13th. The annual meet- 
ing was. held for the election of office- 
bearers. Lord Glenlee was chosen 
one of the Vice-Presidents in room of 
the late lA>rd Mpadowbank ; and Pro- 
fessor sFameson, Colonel Imrie, Dr 
Macknight, and Professor Dunbar, 
Councillors, in room of Walter Scott, 
Esq., Dr Jamieson, Dr Brewster, and 
Mr Bryce, who went out by rotation. 

January 20th. A paper was read 
by Thomas Lauder Dick, Esq. on 
the appearances called the “ Parallel 
Roads” in Glenroy, in the parish^ 
Kilmanivaig, Inverness-shire. Mr Lad- 
der Dick took an oppwtunity of exa- 
V mining Glenroy in the course of a pe- 
destijan tour which he made to the 
West Highlands, alon^ with a party 
of friends, last autumn. In this essay, 
he describes with great minuteness 
the appearance of these ” roads” or 
« shelves,” (as he is rather disposed to 
call them, ) both when viewed at a dis- 
tance and upon a close inspection. 
The whole extent of the glen is about 
eight or line miles, extending from 
. north-east io south-west. It consists 
of six or se^en distinct vistas or reaches, 
into which it is naturally divided by 
the projections and bendings jaf ' the 
hijje which bound it* It is extremely 
narrow throughout its. whole length, 
and the river Roy runs along the bot- 
VOL. X, PART. II. 


tom of it. On the sloping ^urfaijcs of 
the hills, on the opposite sides of the 
valley, the appearances which have 
been called the « Parallel Roads” pre- 
sent theinselves. These are a series of 
shelves, situated one above the other, 
which extend throughout the whole 
glen. In most parts they are three 
in number; in some parts only two 
can be seen ; but at one point no fewer 
than five are distinctly perceptible. 
From one end of the valley to the 
other, they preserve the same absolute 
and relative height, and seem to be 
perfectly horizontal throughout their 
whole length. The second road seems 
to be about thirty yards lower than 
the first or highest, and the third 
about sixty yards lower than the se- 
cond. In number, height, and hori- 
zontality, they correspond precisely 
with each other on the opposite sides 
of the valley ; and this correspondence 
is preserved round all the bendings, 
projections, and hollows of the hflis. 
They are various in their depth or 
breadth at different parts ; and are evi- 
dently much modified by the nature 
of the ground. Where the hill forms 
an acute or rounded promontory, or 
where it is composed of comparatively 
soft materials, the shelves are always 
deep ; in a harder soil, their indenta- 
tion is less ; and on the surface of 
rock, the eye can merely trace them, 
and that is all. At their deeper and 
more distinct parts their outer edge 
may be observed to be considerably 
rounded off, while they are connected, 
interiorly, to the acclivity above them, 
by a highly sloping talus. Their sur- 
face inclines outwards in a slope of 
about one foot in five ; and is almost 
every where covered with immense 
blocks of stone, some of them many 
tons in weight, lying for the most 
part quite detached on the surface. 
At the broadest part their surface did 
not seem to exceed twenty yards. 
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Mr Lauder Dick rejects the hypo- 
thesis entertained by some, that these 
singular shelves are the work of man ; 
and embraces the opinion that they 
have been produced by the action of 
the surface of a vast lake, which, at 
some former period, had filled the 
whole valley ; but which had under- 
gone a scries of successive subsidences 
from the bursting out of its waters, cor- 
responding to the number of “ roads’’ 
now visible. He has even discovered 
a point in the glen, through which he 
conceives the waters may have rushed 
out when the lake subsided from the 
level of the first to that of the second 
road.” He supports this theory by 
a number of observations made on the 
margins of deep Highland lakes ; and 
also by a perfectly analogous instance 
of a horizontal road or shelf which 
surrounds a valley a little above the 
town of Subiaco, forty-six miles east- 
ward from Rome ; which valley is 
known to have been at one time filled 
with water. 

The ruins of the Baths of Nero, and 
the remains of the mouth of the Aque* 
duct by which Appius Claudius con- 
veyed water into Rome, are still to be 
seen on this horizontal road, which now 
appears high up^u the face of the hills 
bounding the valley on each side. 

Mr Lauder Dick’s description was 
illustrated by sketches and a plan. 

January ‘J7th. The following gen- 
tlemen were elected membe^rs of the 
Society. 

The Right lion. Earl of Wemyss and 
March, 

The Right lion, the Lord Advocate 
of Scotland, 

Mr Baron Clerk Rattray, 

Lord Reston, 

Dr Francis Buchanan, F. R. S. and 

F. A. S. 

Dr David Hosack, F. R. S. London, 
F. L. S., and Professor of the The- 
ory and Practice *of Physic in the 


University of the State of New 

York, 

John Wilson, Esq. Advocate, 

John Fleming, Esq. late President of 

the Medical Board of Calcutta, 

Dr David James Hamilton Dickson, 
James Skene, Esq. of Rubislaw, 

Dr William Pphney Alison, 

Dr John Howell, 

Reverend Robert Morehead, 

Robert Bald,' tEsq.j, Civil Engineer, 
Thomas Sivright,Esq. of Meggetland. 

February 3d. A paper, by Dr 
Brewster, was read, containing an ac- 
count of experiments made by himself 
and Dr Gordon, on the human eye. 
These experiments, which were made 
upon a very recent eye, related princi- 
pally to the refractive power of the 
aqueous, vitreous, and crystalline hu- 
mours, and to the polarising structure 
of the different parts of the organ. 
The aqueous and vitreous humours 
were found, contrary to the received 
opinion, to have refractive powers per- 
ceptibly greater than that of water, 
the refractive power of the vitreous 
humour being the highest. The crys- 
talline lens exhibited a polarising 
b:«»;iicturc, exactly the same as quartz, 
or one set of doubly refracting crys- 
tals, or the same as the middle coats 
of the crystalline lens in fishes. (aSVc 
Philosophical If^ransactions of [,ondon 
for 181(), y;. 311.) The iris had the 
very same structure, but the cornea 
had an opposite structure, neirly the 
same as that of calcaieous span, or the 
same as the outer and inner coats of the 
crystalline lens in iislics. The tint po- 
larised by the human crystalline was a 
faint blue of tlie first order. 

At the same meeting, thb! Reverend 
Dr Brim ton read a paper, Ivritten by 
DrCraigie, on the Affinity between the 
Persian, and the Greek and Latin Lan- 
guagest 

Sir George Mackenzie read an ex- 
tract of a letter from Thomas Allan: 
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E’sq. containing a sketch of the mine- 
ralogical structure of the country 
round Nice. It is composed almost 
wholly of limestone, the strata of 
which are disposed in the most irre- 
gular manner. They enclose shells of 
the same description with those which 
are found in the sea befieath. 

February 17th. Sir George Mac- 
kenzie read the first part of an Essay 
on the Theory of Association in Mat- 
ters of Taste. 

This paper was intended to be read 
at the meetings of 3d and 17th March, 
and has since been published in a se- 
parate form. 

Apr’J 7. Mr Campbell read a pa- 
per on the theory of vision. He sta- 
ted the opinions of Dr Reid, Paley^ 
and philosophers in general, to be, 
that the sensation of vision is produ- 
ced by pictures painted on the retina, 
pictures similar to those which may be 
formed on the hands or the check, by 
means of proper glasses. This opi- 
nion he opposed, on the ground that 
no such pictures are formed on the 
human eye, the retina being so trans- 
parent, as to transmit all the rays off 
light, and these, when they have p!Sfs- 
ed thr^^ugh the retina, <being all absor- 
bed by the choroides. He proposed, 
as an explanation of the problem, the 
following theory. Vision consists in 
two kinds of perception — the discri- 
mination of dimensions and figure, and 
the disefrimination of colour. In dis- 
crimipa*tiifg dimensions and figure, the 
eye obtains information similar to the 
organ of touch, an assemblage of rays, 
corresponding exactly in figure and re- 
lative dime^Usion to the body seen, pe- 
netrating tjtie retina, and exciting there 
a corresponding area of the optic nerve. 
In discriminating colour again, the 
power is more analogous to that of 
the^organs of smell and taste. The 
diH'erent coloured rays having peculiar 
modes of affecting the retina, excite 
the area differently, according to 


these peculiar modes ; an excitement 
is thus produced on the retina, or op- 
tic nerve, by which it communicates 
information to the mind, and intima- 
tions of the figure and colours of visi- 
ble objects. 

A paper from Dr Murray was read, 
on the means of obviating the risk of 
explosion in the newly invented blow- 
pipe of Mr Brooke. The difficulty 
that has been found in the methods 
formerly employed, of having two se- 
parate reservoirs, is that of adjusting 
the issue of the gases in the requisite 
proportion of two volumes of hydro- 
gen to one of oxygen, a difficulty, 
which, by any adjustment of pressure, 
or of area of tube, is not easily obvi- 
ated. 

Dr Murray, conceiving that the me- 
thod of having two reservoirs, must 
always be superior in safety to that of 
having the gases mixed in a single re- 
servoir, thought of obviating this dif- 
ficulty by forming a combustible mix- 
ture, the volume of which would be 
equal to that of the oxygen necessary 
for the combustion. Such a mixture 
is obtained by the addition of a requi- 
site proportion of olefiant, or of coal 
gas. From the results of some expe- 
riments, the heat produced by such a 
mixture, seemed scarcely equal to that 
with pure hydrogen ; but the experi- 
ments had not been brought to such 
accuracy as to render it certain, that 
this migltt not be owing to some ad- 
ventitious circumstances. 

Dr Murray also proposed another 
method which, on the whole, he 
thought preferable, in which pure hy- 
drogen is used, that of having three 
reservoirs fixed down on a board by a 
cross bar, one of oxygen with one of 
hydrogen on each side, connected with 
a tube from each, with stop-cocks, 
and terminated in a common tube, 
fitted also with ,a stop-cock. The 
g'ascs would thus be easily presented 
to one another in the requisite proper- 
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tion, and all the risk completely obvi- 
ated. 

April 2 ] . A paper, by Dr Brews- 
ter, was read, containin;^ an account 
of some new properties ot light and of 
crystallized bodies, which he had 'late- 
ly discovered ; some of these proper- 
ties were exhibited before the society. 

At the same meeting, a paper, by 
Dr Trail of Liverpool, was read. It 
contained an analysis of a new mineral 
substance which he found at Strom- 
ness, in the Orkney Islands. It con- 
sisted of a sulphate of barytes and car- 
bonate of strontian : but it did not ap- 
pear to be ascertained that these in- 
gredients were in a state of chemical 
combination. Dr Trail proposed to 
call the mineral Stromnessite, from the 
place where it was discovered, or Bary- 
strontianite, from its composition. 

May 5. Dr Hope exhibited to the 
society an improvement upon the new 
blow-pipe, by which it is rendered per- 
fectly secure from explosion. This 
improvement consisted in interposing 
about one hundred folds of wirc-gauze 
between the reservoir ^vllich liolds the 
gases, and the mouths from which 
they issue. 

At the same meeting. Dr Dewar 
exhibited a spcch.^oii of a phial which 
he proposes for preserving volatile and 
deliquescent substances accurately from 
communication with the surrounding 
air, by means of mercury. The phial 
was made with a deep rim niund the 
shoulder, wliich was intended to con- 
tain a small quantity of mercury, and 
into this, the mouth of an inverted 
glass cover, enveloping the mouth, and 
stopper of the phial, was to be immer- 
sed. This^apparatus, Dr Dcwai con- 
ceived, would contiibute mateiially to 
the convenience of the practical che- 
mist, the druggist, and others, in a 
considerable variety of instances. 

On the 19th, a paper, by Mr Ste- 
venson, civil engineer, was read, re- 
garding the operation of the waters of 


the ocean and of the river Dee, in the 
basin or harbour of Aberdeen ; from 
which it appears, that Mr Stevenson, 
in the month of April, 1812, with the 
use of an instrument, (of which he ex- 
hibited a drawing, ) has been able to 
lift salt water from the bottom, while 
it was quite frtsh at the surface, and 
has satisfactory ascertained that the 
tidal or sal,t water keeps in a distinct 
stratum or lay^^r, under the fresh water 
of the river Dee. This anomaly, with 
regard to the salt and fresh waters, 
appears in a very striking manner at 
Aberdeen, where the fall of the Dee 
is such as to cause the river water to 
run down with a velocity which seems 
to increase as the tide rises in the har- 
bour, and smooths the bed of the* river. 
These observations shew, that the salt 
water insinuates itself under the fresh 
water, and that the river is lifted bo- 
dily iipw^ards ; thus producing the re- 
gular effect of flood and ebb tide in 
the basin, while the river flows down- 
ward all the while with a current 
which, for a time, seems to increase as 
the tide rises. 

These facts, with regard to the conti- 
nfi'td course of the rivt-r Dee downward, 
is such a contrast lo the operations of 
the waters of the 'I'Jiames, as seen by a 
spcctatoi from l^ondoii bridge, that Mr 
Stevenson vva»^ induced to extend his 
experiments to tliat river, in the years 
181.'5 and 18U), by a train of experi- 
ments and observations from alfjiit op- 
posite to Billingsgate all the Way to 
Gravesend, The waters of the Thames 
opposite the London Dock gates were 
found to be perfectly fresh through- 
out ; at Black wall, even in s^^ring tides, 
the water was found to be Qnly slight- 
ly saline ; at Woolwich, tire propor- 
tion of salt water increases, and so on 
to Gravesend. But tlie stiata of salt 
and ftesh water are less distin.tly 
marked in the Thames than in any 
of those rivers on wliicli lie has hither- 
to had an opportunity of making his 
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obbcrvations. But these inqiiirica arc 
meant to be extended to most of the 
principal rivers in the kingdom, when 
an account of the whole will be given. 

From the series of observations made 
at and below London bridge, compa- 
red with the river as far up as Kevv 
and Oxford, Mr Stevenson is of opi- 
nion, that the waters of tlie 'Thames 
seldom change, but ar^prdbably car- 
ried up and down with the turn of the 
altt^nate tides, for an indefinite period, 
which he is of opinion may be one, if 
not the principal cause of what is 
termed the extreme softness of the wa- 
ters of the Thames, 

Mr Ctevenson has made similar ex- 
pcrimjcnts on the rivers Forth and 
Tay, and at Loch Eil, where the Ca- 
icdoiiian Canal joins the Western Sea. 
The aperture at Curran Ferry for the 
tidal waters of that loch, being small 
compared to the surface of Loch Eil, 
which forms the drainage of a great 
extent of country ; it therefore occur- 
red to Mr Stevenson, that the waters 
of the surface must liavc less of the sa- 
line particles than the waters of the 
bottom. Fie accordingly lifted 
ter from the surface al the anchorage 
off Fort William, and found it to 
be . . . . 1008.2 

At the depth of 9 fathoms, 1025.5 
At the depth of 80 fatiioms 

ill the central parts of the 

loch^t was .... 1027.2 

Indica^ng the greater specific ’gravi- 
ty, and consequently more of the sa- 
line particles, as the depth of the wa- 
ter is increased. 

At the same meeting, a notice, by 
Dr Brewster, was read. It relates to 
the disco^^ery of a general principle re- 
specting forces which emanate from 
the axes of dc)ubly*rcfracting crystals. 

June 2. The Reverend Mu Morc- 
hJad read a paper entitled, Observa- 
tions on tile Agamemnon of .TEschy- 
lus, illustrated with Translations. 

At the same meeting, Dr Gordon 


communicated an account of the cir- 
cumstances attending a narrow escape 
which Mitchell, the blind and deaf boy, 
had made from being drowned. 

16. Mr Morehead concluded his 
Observations on the Agamemnon of 
Ailschylus. 

A communication on the laws of 
double refraction and polarisation, by 
Dr Brewster, was laid before the so- 
ciety. 

The meetings of the society were 
adjourned till the 1st of November. 


The Linn/ean Society. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 8, a description 
was read of fossil bclemnitc on flint, 
by Dr Arnold. The specimen was re- 
markable, because it exhibited a very 
distinct jointed syphuncuhis passing 
through the fossil. Very little is known 
respecting tlie nature of the aiiiiiial tliLt 
inhabited this fossil. Dr Arnold con- 
ceives llial it watv capable of lising oi 
siiikiu'; in water al pleasure, and that 
its structure was somewliat similar to 
that of the nautilus or cornu ammouis. 

At the same rnecling, several speci- 
mens of an uiikiiovvtn'ossil in flint, sent 
by Dr Arnold, were exhibited. They 
consist of small flat spherical bodies, 
having a pression in the centre, in which 
is a small tubercle, so as to give an ap- 
pearancc^somewhat similar to a small 
acorn before it is ripe, and while still 
in its cup. Each of these spherical 
bodies sends a vessel into each of the 
spheres that surround it, so that the 
fossil resembles a kind of net-work. 
The usual size of the spheres is rather 
less than a peppercorn, and the vessels 
are as fine as hairs. No name has hi- 
therto been given to this fossil. At 
the same meeting, a specimen of an 
unkiiovvn fuugus^rom Virginia, sent to 
the society by Dr Mitchell, was ex- 
hibited. It was very heavy, white. 
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roundish, had a starchy smell, and when 
burned, gave out no animal odour. It 
was probably some tuber rather than 
a fungus. 

At the same meeting, the remainder 
of Mr Beechino’s paper, on the British 
juiici, was read. 

On Tuesday, December 17, a paper 
by Dr Arnold was read, giving a 
description of a remarkable volcanic 
mountain in the island of Java. Dr Ar- 
nold paid a visit to this mountain, and 
drew up his description of it on the 
spot. It is called by the natives Tan- 
kubaupraw. The road to it is very 
difficult, being through an almost im- 
penetrable jungle. 

The crater has nearly the form of 
a truncated cone inverted. The sides 
are about 500 feet high, and in many 
places nearly perpendicular. There is 
a small lake at the bottom filled with 
water, having the taste of a solution of 
sulphuric acid. This water was boil- 
ing in several parts of the lake. But 
its temperature at the edge, taken by 
Dr Horsfield, was 112^. It was sur- 
rounded by a soft mud, apparently a 
mixture of sulphur and clay. Dr Ar- 
nold is of opinion, that it occasionally 
emits flames, for the trees round its edge 
had the appearah;?^ of being scorched. 
On the west side of this crater, and 
merely separated from it by a thin dia- 
phragm of rocks, is another crater, ra- 
ther larger than the other, and having 
at its bottom a lake of cdld water. 
From this circumstance. Dr Arnold 
concludes that the two craters, though 
so near each other, had not any con- 
nection. 

On Tuesday, January 21, a paper, 
by Sir James Edward Smith, was read, 
on the genus of plants, called Tofieldi a. 
He described six species of this genus, 
the first five of which had hitherto been 
confounded together by botanists, un- 
der the Linnssan name of authericum 
ealiculatum. These he called 


Tofieldia palustris, a native of 
Scotland. 

Alpina, a native of Switzerland. 

Stenopetaia. 

Cernua. 

On Tuesday, February 4, part of a 
paper, by the late G. Anderson, Esq, 
F. L. S. was read, entitled, A Mono- 
graph of the Genus Paeonia. Linnaeus 
at first ctfnfc^unded all' the species of 
paeonia under the name paeonia offici- 
nalis. He afterwards added paeonia 
tennifolia, and pxonia anomala was ad- 
mitted into his Mantissa. Since that 
tifne, very little has been done by bo- 
tanists to this genus, which is still in- 
volved in much confubion. The pre- 
sent monograph was owing to the zeal 
of Mr Saffine, F.L.S. who collected 
into his garden all the varieties of pae- 
onia to be found in Great Britain, to 
the number of more than seventy. The 
descriptions were drawn up by Mr Sa- 
bine and Mr Anderson conjointly, from 
living specimens. 

All the species of paeonia belong to 
the northern hemisphere, and to cold 
climates. None of them have been ob- 
served in America. They are all hardy 
enough to stand the winter in England. 
The species described are the follow- 
ing:— 

1. Montana. This constitutes the 
pride of the CJhincse gardens, in which 
it has been cultivated above 1 400 years. 
More than 200 varieties arej known, 
and prized as much by the Chinese as 
the tulips are by the Dutch gardeners. 
This species is remarkable for iihe 
beauty and variety of its colours. 

2. Albifiora. — Originally from Tar- 
tary. Introduced by seeds from Pal- 
las. Different varieties ar^ cultivated 
in England. 

3. Anomala. — Originally from Si- 
beria. ^ Admitted by Linnaeus into his 
Mantissa. 

4. Tennifolia. — Easily distinguish- 
ed from the preceding species by its 
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linear leaves. Admitted by Linnxus 
in the third edition of his Species Plan- 
tarum. 

On Tuesday, February 1 8, a paper, 
, by Captain Marriott, of the Royal 
Navy, was read, giving a description 
of two shells. One a new species of 
hiitra from the Mediterranean, The 
other, which he constituted a new ge- 
nus, under the name of c}iclosterma, 
was observed in a tollection of shells, 
chiflifly West Indian. 

At the same meeting, the remainder 
of Mr Anderson’s Monograph of the 
genus Pasonia was read. Nine other 
species were described, making 1 3 in 
ail ; tin principal of which were P. 
officinalis, corallina, humilis, arietina, 
peregrina, mollis, humilis. 

On Tuesday, March 4. a paper was 
read, communicated by Dr Leach, 
from the manuscripts of the late Co- 
lonel Montague, describing a new ge- 
nus of verines, distinguished by the 
name of amphiro. Five British spe- 
cies were described. They arc all in- 
habitants of the sea, distinguished by 
long tentaculae^ organs of respiration, 
and substances which answer the pi^ 
poses of feet. 

At the same meetitig, a paper, by 
F. A. Knight, Esq,, was read, con- 
taining a vindication of his hypothesis 
respecting the cause wliy the radicles 
of plants vegetate downwards, and the 
stems’i^wards, against the attack made 
upon if by the Reverend Patrick Keith, 
in the last volume of the Transactions 
orthe-Linnaean Society. Mr Knight 
admits, that, if his hypothesis had been 
supported only in the way in which it 
has been represented by Mr Keith, the 
refutation of it would have been very 
easy ; bift Mr Keith, he affirms, has 
omitted the principal arguments which 
he had advanced in support of it. 
This, he admits, was owing (o' a de- 
fect of menioiy on the part of Mr 
Keith. But he conceives that every 
pel son who takes upon himself to con- 


trovert the statements of another, 
ought, in honour, to be in a state to 
represent these statements fairly, and 
that he is responsible for the accuracy,|p 
of the representation which he gives of 
the opinion of another. 

Mr Knight then proceeded to give 
his arguments in favour of the hypo- 
thesis which he advanced, and shewed 
the omissions of which Mr Keith had 
been guilty. He next adverted to the 
facts which Mr Keith has brought 
forward in opposition to Mr Knight’s 
hypothesis, and gave an explanation of 
them. He concluded his paper by 
some observations on Mr Keith’s own 
hypothesis, instinct, which he con- 
sidered as unsatisfactory and unmean- 
ing. 

Ort Tuesday, March 18, a paper, 
by Sir James Edward Smith, Pr. L. S., 
was read, elucidating some obscurities 
in the genus Tordilium. The author 
shews that the species apulum and of- 
ficinale have been frequentlyconfound- 
ed by preceding botanists. He points 
out the distinction, and explains the 
proper references. 

At the same meeting was read a 
description, by Dr Leacli, of the Wa- 
piti deer, a species of animal from the 
banks of the Missg^i, four of whicli, 
brought from America by Mr Taylor, 
,are at present exhibiting in the King’s 
Mews, London. The animal is gentle, 
docile, and elegant. It is said to be 
domesti^ted in America by the na- 
tives. Mr Taylor is of opinion that 
it might be used with advantage in 
this country, in many cases, as a sub- 
stitute for horses. 

At the same meeting, a letter, from 
Sir John Jamieson to Mr Macleay, 
was read, giving an account of a stri- 
king peculiarity in the ornithorinchus 
paradoxus of New Holland. Sir John 
Jamieson, who is at present in New 
Holland, shot jne of these animals 
with small shot, and his overseer went 
and picked up the ivounded animal. 
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It ran one of its spurs into his hand. 
In a short time, his arm swelled, his 
jaw became clenched, and he exhibited 
all the symptoms of persons bitten by 
^ venomous serpents. The symptoms 
yielded to the external application of 
oil, and the internal of ammonia ; but 
the man suffered acute pain, and had 
not recovered the use of his arm in a 


The bones in question had some re- 
semblance to those of the turkey ; but 
the author of this paper did not at- 
tempt to make them out. 

At the same meeting, some further 
observations on alcyonia, by Dr Ar- 
nold, were read. 

On Saturdajr, May 24, the society 
met for the election of office-bearers 


month. On examining the spur, it 
was found to be hollow, and on press- 
ing it, a quantity of venom was squirt- 
ed out. For what purpose the animal 
is supplied with this venom does not 
appear, though probably it is to wound 
and destroy its prey. 

On Tuesday, April 1, part of a pa- 
per, by M. de Brisson, was read, gi- 
ving an account of hymenopterous and 
dypterous insects, not yet described by 
systematic writers. 

On Tuesday, April 15, a short ac- 
count of an uncommon species of ser- 
pent, found in Dorsetshire, and long 
ago described by Linnaeus, was given 
by Mr Rackett. It is more poison- 
ous than the common viper. 

At the same meeting, a paper, by 
Mr Colebrook, was read, describing 
some little known Indian plants. 

On Tuesday, May G, a paper, by 
Andrew Knightj^Esq. on the species 
of the common strawberry, was read. 
The author is of opinion that no plants 
can be considered as constituting dif- 
ferent species, excepting those inca- 
pable of propagating with each other. 
He therefore planted all theMifferent 
varieties of strawberry known in this 
country, in garden pots, and cultivated 
them in the proper situation to im- 
pregnate one another, and continued 
his experiments for several years. The 
result was, that there are only three 
distinct species of strawberry known 
in this country, though some of them 
assume many various appearances. 

At the same meeting, a description 
of some fossil bones, fGund on the coast 
of Norfolk, by Dr Arnold, was read. 


for the ensuing year. The following 
members were^ chosen ; 

President, 

Sir James Edward Smith. ^ 
Treasurer, 

^Edward Forster, Esq. 

Secretary, 

Alexander Macleay, Esq. 

Under Secretary. 

Mr Richard Taylor. 

There remained of the old council — 
Sir James Edward Smith ; HJamuel, 
Lord Bishop of Carlisle ; Edward 
Forster, Esq. ; George Hellas Green- 
ough, Esq. ; Aylmer Bourke Lam- 
bert, Esq. ; William Horton Lloyd, 
Esq. ; Alexander Macleay, Esq. ; 
William George Matou, M. D. ; Jo- 
seph Sabine, Esq. ; Lord Stanley. 

^ There* were ducted into the coun- 
— Michael Bland, Esq.; George, 
Earl of Mountiporris ; Sir Christopher 
Pegge; William Pilkington, Esq.; 
Charles Stokes, Esq. 

On Tuesday#,^ June 3, a paper j by 
Mr Salisbury, was read, containing a 
description of the seeds of the lycopo- 
dium denticulatum. He foilhd the 
description of Brotero in mosi* parti- 
culars correct. He exhibited drajy, 
ings of the seeds from the earliest pe- 
riods in which they have been percei- 
ved, to their ripe state. 

At the same meeting, a description 
of a new species of malaxir, by Dr 
H* Barton, was read. Dr Barton 
found that species near Philadelphia, 
and called it longifolia, because 4ts 
leaves are twice the length of those of 
the two species previously known. 

At the same meeting, a description 
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of the lycoperdon solidum, by Dr 
Macbride, of Charleston, Carolina, was 
read. The substance so called is an 
immense tuber, sometimes forty pounds 
in weight, found in the southern parts 
•of the United States. It may be used 
as food. Soon after it is dug up it 
becomes very hard. It exhibits no 
regular structure, and seems to have 
the property of, uniting with^thc roots 
of those trees near which'it grows. It 
vegetates under the earth, and is usual- 
ly found in fields that have been clear- 
ed of wood only about three years. 

On Tuesday, June 17, a paper, by 
Sir James Edward Smith, was read, 
giving a description of a rhizimorpha 
found in a well at Derby. 

At the same meeting, a paper, by 
Mr Seaton, was read, on the red and 
white v^irieties of the lychnis dioica. 
Some botanists are of opinion, that 
these two plants constitute two dis- 
tinct species, while others think tliat 
they are only varieties. To decide the 
point, Mr Seaton placed them near 
each other. The produce was a hy- 
bride plant, with pink flowers, which 
was capable of producing seeds like 
any other plant. Hence he coucewL/ 
it to follow, that they ^rc only varie- 
, ties. 

At the same meeting, Dr Leach 
announced that he had •examined the 
specimen, sent from Hull, under the 
name of the many-headed serpent, and 
found itf^ be the penis of a sow. . 


Wernerian Society of Edinburgh. 

1817, January 4. Dr Macknight 
read the f/rst part of an account of 
the minerology of Ben Cruachan, and 
of the country from thence towards 
For|»William. • 

January 15. Dr Macknight read 
the remainder of the above paper. 

February 1. The Secretary read 


the first part of Mr Wilson^s paper on 
the genus falco ; and Professor Jame- 
son read an account of the mineralogy 
of the country between Perth and 
Garviemore. 

February 15. The Secretary read 
the remaining part of Mr Wilson^s 
paper on the genus falco of Linnaeus. 

March 7. The Secretary read a 
communication from Mr Scoresby on 
the eft’ccts of the pressure of the wa- 
ters of the ocean at great depth ; and 
Professor Jameson gave an account of 
some remarkable geognostical appear- 
ances observed by him on the east 
coast of Scotland, particularly near 
Montrose. 

March 15. Professor Jameson con- 
tinued his description of the geognosy 
of the east coast of Scotland, 

April 19. The Secretary read a 
communication from Alexander Stew- 
art, Esq. of Calcutta, mentioning the 
occurrence of the , Tapir in the Ma- 
lay peninsula, accompanied with a re- 
duced drawing of the animal, and a re- 
presentation of the skull of the natu- 
ral size. — Professor Jameson continued 
his account of the geognosy of the 
cast coast of Scotland. 

May 3. ProfeSvSor Jameson conti- 
nued his observations^ii the geognosy 
of the east coast of ^Jcotland. 

May 17. The Secretary read a 
communication from Thomas Lauder 
Dick, Esq. contained in a letter to Dr 
Gordon, giving an account of the 
transportation to some distance, by 
natural means, of a mass of rock 
weighing about eight tons, situated 
near Castle Stewart, in Inverness- 
shire. 

The Secretary read a comraunica- 
tion from Mr John Mackenzie, at Ir- 
vine, addressed to Colonel Fullerton, 
giving an account of some fossil bones, 
apparently those of an elephant, found 
in tirring a sandstone quarry in Ayr- 
shire also two communications from 
Mr Braid, surgeon at Lcadhills, ad- 
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Pressed to Dr Charles Anderson, Leith ; the great incorporated charities of the 
the one describing a thunder storm empire 

which occurred on the 15th February, It appears that the number of scho- 
1817; and the other giving an account lars in your central school has increased 
of some curious effects of a noxious 169, making the number now in aU 
gas on several persons exposed to it tendjiDce 974*, being as many as the 
in the mines. school can conveniently hold j a deci- 

November 1815. The society ha- sive proof thUt the master and mistress 
ving met for the first time this session, have discharged their duty. The state 
it was moved by Professor Jameson, of the central school is a matter of the 
and unanimously agreed to, That in very first importance, on the ground 
consequence of the melancholy event that it is the resort from whence all 
of the death of the Princess Charlotte other schools are to receive information, 
of Wales, the society should immedi- **The training of masters, another 
ately adjourn without proceeding to important branch of the committee’s 
business. care, has received particular attention, 

December 6. Professor Jameson and great numbers of those thus train- 
read a communication from Mr Scores- ed are now diffusing the system both 
by, containing an account of his ex- in this kingdom and abroad. These ex- 
amination of the remote and desolate ertions have not been made without 
islaifd named Jan Moyen’s Land, and incurring great expence, and it appears 
which appeared to him to be princi- that the disbursements have exceeded 
pally composed of volcanic rock, and the annual receipts by upwards of 
those of the floetz-trap formation. 1000^. This circumstance has been oc- 
casioned by many persons having with- 
drawn their subscriptions from the ge- 
neral fund, and applied them to the 
National Society for the Educa- support of schools in their own immedi- 
TiON OF THE PooR. neighbourhood. The expense of 

tfaining masters in the central school 
On Thursday, June 5, this society alone during t'he last year, has been up- 
held its annual na^eting. The follow- wards of 5001, 

ing speech of the Archbishop of Can- “ The extent to which the labours 
terbury will explain the present state of the commUtee have gone, may be 
of its affairs and proceedings. estimated, when we learn that not few- 

I have the honour tb meet you for er than 253 schools have been united 
the sixth time to receive thq annual re- to the society in the course of the last 
port of your general committee, and I year, making the whole number now 
meet you with more than ordinary sa- united 1009. - 

tisfaction, because the hopes I ventu- “ Your attention is further called to 
red to express when last I filled this the increased number of children now 
chair have been realized. The law of- under instruction in the principles of 
ficers of the crown, by the.gracious di- the Established Church. It is estima- 
rections of his Royal Highness the ted that the scholars now t'iught upon 
Prince Regent, have prepared a char- the plan and principles of our society, 
ter, which having received the sanction of whom no otiicial intimation has been 
of the great .seal, has been this day ac- received by the committee, amoihit to 
cepted by your conjimittee, on behalf no less than 40,000. Of these, it is pro- 
of the members at large ; and the Na- bable that many arc in fact united to 
tional Society now constitutes one of district committees in the country, 
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though no regular return has yet been 
received from them. I am happy to 
8ay> that the scholars of whom regu- 
lar returns have been received by the se- 
jcretary, amount to 155,000. The num- 
ber of scholars now e|iucatihg accord- 
ing to the plan and principles of our 
society, cannot, therefore, be much less 
than iJOOjOOO. When you connect this 
statement with the rapid^^uctession of 
scholars which takes place in our 
schools, some idea may be formed 
• the good. which has been done, and is 
now doing, throughout the island. 
Nor has the benefit of our plan been 
confined to this kingdom only ; but the 
colonies and several foreign nations 
have largely participated ; a reflection 
which to the liberal feelings of an Eng- 
lishman will afford the highest gratifi- 
cation. 

The expenditure of our funds, we 
are told, and we are told correctly, has 
proceeded nearly to their whole ex- 
tent; and I trust we have not been 
faulty in giving this assurance, that al- 
though there is a deficiency at present, 
we expect a fresh spring in the boun- 
ty of our fellow-countrymen. Three^ 
thousand pounds only now remains, 
and this we will libePally dispense, 
trusting thaf when the public knows 
our wants, and sees our efforts, we shall 
not have reason to regret our liberality. 

The result of the whole appears to 
be, tfiatfwith a sum of about 30,000/. 
upward# of a thousand schools have been 
united with the society, and 200,000 
c^^lldrel'^ «re enjoying the benefit of a 
religious education. We hope this re- 
sult shews that your committee have 
endeavoured to do their duty. 

“ It must not, and will not be for- 
gotten, thit putting books into the 
hands of this immense population may 
be the means of doing infinite gpod, if 
rightly, superintended ; and the* means 
of doing infinite mischief, if let loose 
and undirected to their proper channel.** 


PUBLIC SOCIETIES. 

Hibernian Society. 

The following account of the ob- 
jects and state of this society are given 
in the report of its committee. 

That in Ireland the condition of the 
poor is characterised by gross igno- 
rance and immorality ; that their chil- 
dren are rising into life, without in- 
struction to enlighten, or principles to 
moralize them ; that the Catholic re- 
ligion, by systematically and determi- 
natcly withholding the Scriptures from 
the greater part of the population, pre- 
vents the diffusion of divine light and 
influence, and perpetuates mental de- 
gradation and depravity ; are truths, 
too evident to be doubted, too serious „ 
to be slighted, and too awful to be 
neglected ; and they unite to produce 
a conviction on every reflecting mind, 
that Ireland presentsll most impressive 
spectacle for the exercise of Christian 
benevolence, and a very extensive field 
for the ardour of Christian exertion. 

The committee are truly happy to re- 
port, that the Institution “has length- 
ened its cords, and strengthened its 
stakes^* — that Divine Providence has 
continued to enlarge the sphere of its 
operations — and tha^i^by the quarterly 
return which was made up to the Slat 
December, it appears, that the num- 
ber of schools is more than three hun- 
dred, and that the chMren and adults 
educated iherein exceed nineteen thou- 
sand. 

The present state of the schools is 
reported to the committee to be such, 
as to admit of the most favourable re- 
presentation being made of them. A 
correspondent of the society writes 
thus — “ In a school at S — there are 
117 children; their parents, in gene- 
ral, are so poor that the education of 
their children would have been neglect- 
ed ; and so depraiied, that their exam- 
ple might have had a fatal influence on 
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their afFspring. These children are al- 
most literally new creatures ; never did 
I witness such a change. Filth has 
given place to cleanliness ; forwardness 
the most indelicate, to a meekness and 
modesty themost engaging. Their pro- 
ficiency in the Scriptures is very plea- 
sing ; and, from the answers they give, 
and the striking change in their whole 
deportment, it may be hoped that God 
has written his truth on their heart. 

The visitors to the schools (consist- 
ing principally of resident clergymen) 
report very favourably of the proficien- 
cy of the children in learning, and in 
their scripture lessons ; and also of the 
readiness and pertinency with which 
they answer such questions as are put 
to them, concerning what they read. 

From the schools the word of God 
extends an enlightening and purifying 
influence to the cottages, and pene- 
trates the strong Holds of ignorance and 
superstition. The New Testament is 
the school-book for the children ; their 
parents are pleased at hearing it read 
to them ; it speaks for itself ; their at- 
tention is engaged ; they soon perceive 
that it was not that pernicious thing 
they were taught to believe it was ; 
prejudice subsides, and admiration in- 
creases to an aif^'ctionate attachment 
and sincere reverence for the word of 
God ; which, but for the schools, they 
probably would never have heard of. 
And so seiisiL’t of the value of these 
schools for their children, Ijave some 
parents been, that when distance and 
the severity of the season would have 
prevented the children from travelling 
to tho schools, their parents have ac- 
tually brought them thereto on their 
backs. 

Teaching to read in Irish is sedu- 
lously promoted in every district in 
which that language is known ; an Irish 
class is formed in every school, when it 
is desired by the pegple, and likely to 
be useful. 


The committee have also the pleasure 
to state, that the greatest attention is 
paid to adults, who live in the neigh- 
bourhood of the schools, and who can 
be induced to learn to read, either in 
English or Irisby after the working 
hours of the day, and on Sundays ; 
that in the course of one quarter’s at- 
tendance and instruction, many of them 
are able Cio read the New Testament 
intelligibly ; ‘and that these become 
Ifish readers in the different .viKages 
where they reside. This collateral 
branch of the proceedings of the Hi- 
bernian Society is acquiring strength 
and enlargement — is assuming an aspect 
of the most favourable natur^^, and af- 
fording an anticipation of the rnost im- 
portant and extensive benefits. 

It is indeed truly pleasing, that none 
of the districts, in which our schools 
have been established have been at all 
disturbed ; and were the disturbances 
to extend to the counties wherein the 
schools are placed, though they might 
more or less prevail, as tfie number of 
adults hitherto benefitted bears but a 
small proportion to the population of 
those districts, yet 1 think that the evils 
wO'uld by no means have such a gene- 
ral spread in Kicm, as in districts less 
favoured with scriptural light and in- 
struction. But it is when the rising ge- 
neration, the 'materiel of the schools, 
come into action, tliat the salutary ef- 
fects of the operations of the t^iberniari 
Society will be fully deveiope 1. The 
change may then be expected to be most 
important and gloriou:. Tho^poliuiCar 
incendiary, and the intolerant and bi- 
gotted priest, will lose their influence ; 
every succeeding generation will be 
removed farther from their grasp ; er- 
ror, superstition, and disibyalty will 
give place to religion , ind ust ry , domes tic 
and national peace, and all Erin stretch 
forth'^^r hands to God, and. lift her 
voice to him, in thanks and praise. 

The British and Foreign Bible So- 
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ciety, with its wonted liberality, has 
presented thirteen hundred Irish, and 
one thousand English Testaments. • 

In Ireland, the Roscommon Auxili- 
ary Bible Society, on the recommen- 
dation of the Bishop of Elphin,has fa- 
voured this institiitionVvith eight hun- 
dred Testaments, and thelSligo Branch 
Society >^ith three hundred Testa- 
ments. • 

The enlarged operatiofts of the so- 
ciety during the last year, have produ- 
ced an increase of above 7000 pupils 
in the schools under its patronage, 
which now present an aggregate of up* 
wards of 19,000 scholars of both sexes, 
who arc partaking the privileges of 
cdutation, and the blessings of scrip- 
tural instruction, at the expence of this 
institution. Another point is, that ap- 
plicationfiforopeningadditionalschools, 
and facilities for extending this import- 
ant and benevolent system to other 
countries, than those which have hi- 
therto been benefitted by it, are con- 
tinually presented to the views and 
and wishes of the committee; but these 
they cannot venture to prosecute until 
the pecuniary concerns of the society 
shall receive such a necessary and a^p- 
propriate increase, as sliall enable the 
committee to discliaige the present 
debt 1;o the treasurer, and also afford 
them fair and just encoflragement to 
extend the operations of tlie society. 


STATf -OF THE SOCIETY'S FUNIIS. 


licccifits. 

Ij. .V. 

d. 

j.?! hand . 

8 f) 

3 

Sale of Exchequer Rills 

i09 3 

2 

Annual Subscriptions . 

400 13 

6 

Life Subscriptions and Dona- 



tions 

470 3 

0 

Auxiliary Senneties , . . 

]2I.> 14 

10 

(Congregational ( Collections 

] 15 9 



Collection at Aiuiiuil Meeting 42 18 11 
'Hiiliincc tiue to Treasurer . G24< .3 6 


L.3352 15 4 


• Dislmrscments, L. s, d. 
Salaries of School Masters, 

Inspectors and Agents . 2802 17 0 
Printing an Edition of 30,000 
Spelling Books .... 333 14 7 
Purchase of Testaments . 50 0 0 

Printing Reports, . . 93 7 9 

Postage Carriage, &c. . 27 15 0 

Assistant Secretary's Salary 25 0 0 
Collector s Poundage . . 20 1 0 

L.3352 15 4. 


Highland Society of Scotland. 

The anniversary general meeting of 
this Society was held at Edinburgh, 
on the 14th January, wdicn the follow- 
ing were duly admitted members : 
M^or General Sir John Hamilton 
Dalrymple of Cranston and Cous- 
land, Bart. 

Sir Charles Macdonald Lockhirt of 
Lee and Carnwath, Bart. 

Richard Bempde Johnston Honeyman* 
Esq. M. P. for the county of Ork- 
* ney. 

George Forbes, Es(p Banker, Edin- 
burgh. 

Charles Lennox Cyniminc:, EsdT of 
Rosilc. 

Walter Campbell, Esq. of Shawfield. 
Alexander Norman Macleocl, of 
Harris. 

John Campbell, Esq. of Saddell. 
Robert Grseme, Esq. Advocate. 
Roderick Macniel, Esq. younger of 
Barra, Captain 22d Light Dragoons. 
Robert Maclachlan, Esq. younger of 
Maclachlan, Advocate. 

James Stewart.Hall, Esq. late of India. 
Colonel William Maclcod, Hon. Bart* 
India Company's Service. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Donald Macdon- 
ald, 92d Highlands^ C. B.^ 

Major Archibald ^Menzies, 42(1, or 
Royal Flighlanders, 
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A. Fraser, Esq. Provost of the City of 
Aberdeen. 

George More Nisbetty Csq« of Cairn- 
hill. 

Andrew Skene, Esq. of Lfetbinty. 
Robert Sutherland, Esq. of th6 Island 
of St Vincentes. 

George Augustus Borthwick, M. D. 
Edinburgh. 

Donald Horne, Esq. Writer to the 
Signet. 

Hugh Tod, Esq. Writer to the Signet. 
William Macgillwray, Esq. Hilside 
Estate, Jamaica. 

Thomas Fraser, Esq. Royal Navy, 
son of Admiral Fraser. 

John Stewart, Esq. of Fasnacloich. 
William Murray, Esq. Banker, Tain, 
Factor on the estate of Balnagoun. 
Richard Prentice, Esq. Solicitor at 
Law. 

Peter Macdowall, Esq. Accountant, 
Edinburgh. 

James Scott, Esq. Accountant, Edin- 
bul^gh. 

Archibald Duncan, Esq. Edinburgh. 
Donald Stewart, Esq. Factor on the 
estate of Harris. 

Mr Innes, the Treasurer, submitted' 
to the meeting the state of the socie- 
ty’s funds, Its income, and expendi- 
ture-last year, fi;om an accurate report 
and state thereof, prepared by Mr 
Robert Wilson, accountant in Edin- 
burgih, , the Society’s auditor of ac- 
counts. *CJv'’x. recapitulating the ab- 
stract of the receipts and^ payments 
under their different heads, it appear- 
ed that the expenditure in the course 
of the year, had exceeded the income ; 
this, Mr Jnnes remarked, was, in some 
measure, owing to the expences at 
London, connected with the bill for ob- 
taining an Equalization of W eights and 
Measures, and some other matters 
which did not usually occur in the 
course of the ^|pual expenditure, but 
was more parti^larly to be attributed 
to the circumstance^bf the parliament- 
ary grant to the society having ex- 


pired in 1815, and which had not ye*t 
been renewed. The meeting express- 
ed their particular approbation of the 
distinct and accurate statement of the 
funds which had been made by the 
treasurer ; and, upon his motion, the 
society voted a /Jum to be laid but by 
the directors* in promoting the objects 
of the institution, by prtoiums in 

1817. 

Mr Innes nlso i-eported, that the so- 
ciety, finding a considerable sg^m of 
arrears was due by several of its mem- 
bers liable in the annual payments of 
L-1 : 3 : 6d. had appointed a commit- 
tee, to facilitate the recovery of these 
arrears this committee, of which 
Vans Hathorn, Esq. of Garthland, is 
convener, addressed letters t6 these 
gentlemen, and most of them had in 
consequence paid up their subscrip- 
tions. There were, however, certain 
members who had not settled their ar- 
rears, and the committee had in conse- 
quence recommended, that the few re- 
ported to be in this situation should 
be struck off the roll of the society’s 
members, unless they should pay their 
subscriptions on or before a day to be 
fixed by this meeting. The society 
approved of /:he steps taken by the 
committee, and directed intimation to * 
be made to these memberlj, that should 
their arrears not be paid on or fcefore 
the 1st day of April next, the measure 
recommended in the commijy;ee’s re- 
port would be definitively adopted. 

The proceedings of the directors 
since the general meeting in^Tply^jS^a^’^sf-*-' 
with the sums awarded by them to 
competitors for the several classes of 
premiums offered in 1816; were there- 
after submitted by the Secretary to , 
the meeting, and approved.^ From this 
report, it appeared that the directors 
had appropriated the sum placed at > 
their^J^disposal last year — Ist,'* For 
essays Containing information on vari- 
ous subjects. 2d, In encouraging the 
cultivation of green crops in those dis- 
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tricts of the country where the im- 
proved system of husbandry was less 
generally practised or understood. 
3d, For improving the breed of black 
cattle and horses in a variety of dis- 
tricts. 4th, In premiums to plough- 
men for improvemetlf^ in ploughing 
w^iere such encouragemopts were still 
considered^ bene^cial or neccessary— 
with certain other premiums less ge- 
neral in their applic^tioa or* adapted 
to pefuliar local circumstances. From 
the proceedings, it appeared that very 
particular attention had been paid by 
the conveners and resident members to 
the black cattle and ploughing com- 
petitions held in their respective dis- 
tricts ; an'd that several public-spirited 
individuals, as well as local agricultu- 
ral associations, had given certain pre- 
miums competed for at the same time ; 
among the former, the Secretary men- 
tioned that the Marquis of Stafford in 
Sirtherlandshire — the Marquis of Bute 
in Bute — and the-Marquis of Douglas 
in Arran, had respectively bestowed 
sums in premiums, which were com- 
peted for at the same time with those 
offered by the society in these dis- 
tricts. The premiums awarded, with 


tiop as the sodCety was possessed of^ 
in regard to restoring potatoes wMlch 
had been partially injured by frosts, 
and that the attention of the com- 
mittee had also, in a more particular 
man\ie?, been directed to the subject 
of seed corn^ and he had the satisfac- 
tion of submitting to the society cer- 
tain suggestions extracted from the 
commuhications of two eminent and 
respectable members extremely con- 
versant in the subject, the late Benja- 
min Bell, Esq. and DrGoventry, found- 
ed upon a variety of experiments made 
by them, calculated to warn agricul- 
turists, particularly those of the high- 
er districts, where faulty corn of crop 
1816 is most likely to be found, against 
the use of bad or weak seed, and to 
possess them of the best means which 
it is believed have yet been discovered 
of trying grain intended to be sown, so 
as to judge of its comparative qualities 
for seed corn. The meeting directed the 
important suggestions contained in this 
paper to be printed, and immediately 
circulated for the information of the 
public. 

# It was reported to the meeting from 
the committee on help^ of which John 


the names of the successful competi- 
tors, were ordered to be published in 
the usual manner. The meeting re- 
ferred'lo the proper com wittee the nu- 
merous requests for premiums to be 
offered this year, with instructions to 
attend to^these applications so far as is 
practicable, and as the sum placed at 
dis^sal will admit. 

Henry Mackenzie, Esq. from the 
special committee appointed by the 
directors to* consider of any useful 
^measures which it might be in the 
power of tl]£ society to take in conse- 
quence of tlie injury the crop of last 
,year had sustained, particularly in the 
high 3 jad late districts of the cc^try, 
from frost and other varieties m bad 


Tait, Esq. is convener, that two very 
valuable essays, founded on an ex^n- 
sive chemical analysR of numerous va- 
rieties of this article, had been offered 
in competition for one okthe pmnikims 
held out in the advergiiitf^f ol last 
year. Th^t the committee had award- 
ed the premium of fifty guineas ad- 
vertised, to Dr Andrew Fyfe, junior, 
Edinburgh ; afld considering the other 
essay by Mr Samuel Parkes, of Lon- 
don, also to possess a great degree of 
merit, particularly in pointing out the 
various uses to which the component 
parts of kelp might be advantageously ^ 
applied, they had resolved to vote a 
premium of twenty-five guineas to the 
author. I’he society Remitted these 


weather — reported, that the committee papers, together vfith a report by the 
had already circulated such informa- Kelp Committee in reference thereto, 
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to ^be Standing Committee on Pul H- 
cations. 

The proceedings of the Committee 
on Machinery were next submitted,^.© 
the meeting, and in terms of recent re- 
ports by that committee, approved by 
the directors, the meeting voted the 
following premiums and honorary 
marks of the society's approbation : — 
viz. The society's gold medal to Sir 
Alexander Gordon, for certain im- 
provements made by him in the con- 
struction of wheel carriages, particu- 
larly his invention of a spring- draught 
gauge for ascertaining the power of 
draught animals, on a nev/ principle. — 
To John Graham Dalyell, Esq. advo- 
vate, for a self- regulating calendar (or 
mangle) on an ingenious and new prin- 
ciple, invented by him, the society’s 
gold medal ; and to Mr Samuel Mor- 
ton, agricultural implement maker, 
Leith Walk, on account of the inven- 
tion of his revolving Brake Harrow, 
or weed extirpator, a premium of ten 
guineas. 

.1. H. Forbes, Esq. convener of the 
Committee on the Distillery Laws, after 
adverting to the ineasnies which had' 
formerly been adopted by the society 
to procure an alteration in these laws — 
stated, that tlie queration of the late 
act liad increased the revenue and di- 
minished smuggling in a very great 
degil-ii^. 7i‘ad not succeeded in 
wholly suppV<-:i^^ng it, principally from 
certain regulations and T|_7Strictioiis 
which it required, having been found 
in practice so ill suited to the use of 
small stills, as completely to prevent 
their general establishment. Mr Forbes 
then submitted to the meeting resolu- 
tions embracing the substance of a re- 
port by the committee, and approved 
by the directors, stating the satisfac- 
tion with which the society liad wit- 
nessed the exertions of the landholders, 
in suppressing illicit distillation, and 
the success which had attended them, 
the conviction of the society that llic 


present regulations were such as to 
render unprofitable, if not impracti- 
cable, the use of small stills; that their 
general introduction was essential to the 
suppressing of smuggling, and to ful- 
fil the intention of the legislature, in 
passing the rec«iit act : That the re- 
strictions complained of might be mo- 
dified, so as to relieve the ‘irilamifactu- 
rer, without injuring the revenue: That 
copies of the Vesolutions, signed by the 
Vice-President in the Chair, should 
be transmitted to the Chairman of the 
Board of Excise, Edinburgh, and to 
Ids Grace the Duke of Atholl, Chair- 
man of the Committee at London, ac- 
cording to whose suggestion^ the Dis- 
tillery Act was framed. 

Thomas Mackenzie, Esq. younger 
of Applecross; in seconding the reso- 
lutions, stated, that the adoption of 
the alterations contemplated by the 
committee, would not only render prac- 
ticable the use of forty-gallon stills, but 
would facilitate the operation of large 
stills ; and laid before the meeting a 
model of the apparatus at present re- 
quired, which he had received from 
the Duke of Atholl. After some dis- 
cussion, ill which Sir Patrick Walker, 

Sir William lionyman, Mr Forbes, 
and MrT. Mackenzie participated, in 
the course of which it was stated by 
the three lattt^r gentlemen, that no al- 
teration of the general principles, but 
merely of some of the regnli^tions of 
the late act, was contemplate^ by the 
committee, and that very accurate in- 
quiries had shewn 

to the general establishment of forty- 
gallon stills had arisen mainly from the 
nature of the regulations, Ihoiigli they 
had certainly been increased by the 
backwardness of the harvest, and ge- 
neral want of capital — the resolutions 
were adopted by the meeting. 

H^ry Mackenzie, Esq. Chairman 
of the Committee on Celtic Literature, 
employed in the compilation and pub- 
lication 'of a proper Dictionary of that I 
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Committee bn Publications, that suf- 
lua^rials being now in posses- 
sion of the society, to form a number 
oi| paft of a 5th volume of Transac- 
tions, the same would be prepared for 
the press as speedily as possible. The 
meeting recommended that the essay 
aecompill^ed^ specimens by the Doc- by W. Fraser Tytkr, Esq. Sheriff- 
tor and Mr E* Maclachlan, of Old depute of the county of Inverness# on 

saving corn in the feeding of horses, 
for which the premium of twenty 
guineas advertised, had been awarded 
last year# should be included in this 
number. 

* Several recent communications from 
the Right Honourable Sir John Sin- 


ancient and expoessive Language, sub- 
mitted to the meeting the recent pro- 
ceedings of that committee, with a mi- 
nute and distinct report^bythe Reverend 
Dr Macleod, who had beeii ihtrusted 
with the chief conduct of the work, df 
the progress made tnVhe compilation, 


Aberdeen. ' • _ ' 

From these it appeare^^^that great 
advancement had been* nfade^ by the 
.compilers, and that they 
ceeding with diKj^nce io th^ir 
ous undertaking. TheChairman stated, 

that the former grant by the Socie|y , o - 

towards this object haib^ing Bart, were laid before the soci 


woMd now be matter for the delibcfa- 
tior of the meetiagi^froni the Informa- 
tion before them, to defefermirie whether 
and to ^/hat extent the Soctety^a pe- 
cuniary support was to be afforded to 
a work which was calculated to fix 
and illustrate a language confessedly 
ancient, and so much connected with 
general literature, as well as with the 
history and manners of our ancestors. 

Upon hearing Mr Mackenzie's state- 
ment, with some observations by Mr 
Boswell of Auchinleck, and consider- 
ing the papers referred (m-i— in respect 
of the projgresS made in the compila- 
tion— the extent of the subscription 
already obtained — and thb liberal con^ 
tribiition of 50^. annually, agreed to be 
continuech by Sir John* Maegregor 
Murray,^ Bart, towards this object— 
the meeting, *upon the suggestion of 
'Approved oy the di-^ 
rectors, resolved also to continue the 
sum formerly allowed by the society 
for two years longer, as there was 
•every prospect, from the state of the 
subscription, that the society would 
not be called upon to defray any far^ 
•iher expence which the compilatkm) 
and pdbltcation of tlie work.itti^4 re- 
quire. 

It was reported from the Siding 

VOL. X. FAHT II. ^ 


ety-wtamong these the introduction and 
two first parts of A Code of Agri- 
culture,^* about to be published by 
him, and a publication on .the State of 
the Country ih December 1816, the 
oyect of which last is to shew, from 
omcial documents laid before Parlia- 
ment, the superior importance of agri- 
culture, and its particular claims to the 
attention of the legislature, in its pre- 
sent state of depression. 

* The meeting referred these commu- 
nications to the consideration of the 
Director^, and unanimously voted the - 
thanks of the Society to Sir John Sin- 
clair, for hi| uniform and unremitting 
attention to the interests of agricul- 
ture. * 

Sir George Clerk, 4W*^mrence to 
the proceejiings had in Parliament, for 
obtaining an equalisation of weight^ 
and measures, stated, that not having 
had an opportunity of attending last 
general meeting of the society, he 
now considered it proper to explain 
the cause which was understood chiefly 
ti> have led to the rejection of the bill, 
in the House of* Lords, which hhd 
been passed uhanimotisly by the House 
of Commons. ^Fhia Wax ‘.Mticjerstood 
principally to havcjarlfeh Aom the c 
cumstance of the measure not having 

H 
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undergone that full discussion in E(>g- 
land, which it had done in this co\ n- 
try. He was now hopeful that this 
objection would be removed, and^ihc 
stated his intention, early in thc^fcn- 
suing session, of again calling* the at- 
tention of Parliament to this import- 
ant subject. The Society were highly 
sensible of the great attention and 
trouble bestowed by Sir George Clerk 
on this business. 

In a matter of such magnitude and 
importance to all parts of the empire, 
as a general equalization of weights 
and measures, the meeting was of opi- 
nion, that any future cxpence, which 
the prosecution of this object might 
occasion, should be borne by the pub- 
lic, or by the counties, the society 
having charged itself exclusively with 
the expenccs hitherto incurred in ma- 
turing the measure. 


CALEDONIAN IIORTICL LTURAL 
SOCIETY. 

Eeport respecting the intended S7irvf^ 
of the present State of LI or iicultm e 
, in Holland, Flanders, and the North 
^ Ff'ance, September 9, 1817. 

Your council have the satisfaction 
of able-TtJ inform you, that the 
horticulturtr^wvcyofthe Netherlands, 
which was recommended tq the socie- 
ty two years ago, by Sir John Sinclair, 
is now carrying into execution. 

The subscription which was set on 
foot some months ago, for raising one 
hundred guineas., with the view of de- 
fraying the unavoidable cxpcnce of this 
survey, had made such progress, that 
your council had no«hcsitation in ma- 
king an offer of sum to three gen- 
tlemen, who w^ere, in t«lieir opinion, in 
every respect well qualified for the of- 
fice, to assist in defraying their neces- 
sary cxpcnces. 


The three gentlemen, who, at our 
request, have undertaken this import- 
ant duty, are, first, Mr Patrick Neill, 
secretary to the society, whom we con- 
sider as one of the most distinguished 
Scientific gardeners among the class of 
amateurs in Brj^iain, and whose excel- 
lent writings^on horticultunal subjects 
do him very great honour. The second 
is Mr J^nes Macdonald, who has been 
for many years gardener to his Grace 
the Duke of Buccleuch, at Dalkeith 
Park, and who has enriched your me- 
moirs by many useful practical obser- 
rations, particularly on the improved 
culture of currants, onions, and other 
culinary vegetables, and who is justly 
esteemed one of the best practical gar- 
deners in Scotland. And the third is 
Mr John Hay, who has for several years 
past been much distinguished as having 
furnished plans for the best new gar- 
dens, which have lately been formed in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, par- 
ticularly that of Prcstonhall, formed by 
the late Sir John Callender ; that at 
Calderhousc, where much was done, by 
our sincerely lamented fellow member, 
the late Lord Torphichen ; and that at 
Dalmeny Park, the seat of the Earl of 
Rosebery, wciere a garden is at pre- 
sent forming in a style that will do ho- 
nour to Scotland. Mr Hay is also fa- 
vourably knfcwn to you, by the plan 
which he lately presented to our socie- 
ty, for an experimental gardea at Edin- 
burgh, and for which our gold medal 
was deservedly awarded to him. 

From three such 

rerning surveyors, your council cannot 
help entertaining very sanguine expec- 
tations. It is indeed true, 'that, of late, 
horticulture, as well as agriculture, has 
made a more rapid progre^ss in Scot- 
land than perhaps in any other nation 
in Europe. But, for the commence- 
menti^f oyr knowledge in gardkning, 
we were much indebted to our conti- 
nenta^i^neighbours, and particularly to 
the Duy:h. Not many centuries have 
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elapGwl, since, from them, we derived 
not only our best seeds, roots, and fruits, 
but even some of our mostlcommon es- 
culent vegetables. History ^informs us, 
that, in the days of Malcolm Canmore, 
who reigned in Scotland about the end 
of the eleventh centiVy, even the com- 
mon garejem lettuce, whfth then appear- 
ed €Pnly as a rare dainty at the royal 
table, was entirely imported from Hol- 
land, and was not at tha£ time cultiva- 
ted In Scotland. 

Since that period, indeed, such has 
been the progress of horticulture in 
Scotland, that we can now produce 
from gardens in the environs of Edin- 
burgh, a. dessert of fruits, which, for 
variety of kind, and delicacy of flavour, 
cannot be excelled, and, perhaps, hard- 
ly equalled, on the face of the globe. 
This, your annual festival of Pomona 
has repeatedly demonstrated ; and we 
confidently trust, that, notwithstand- 
ing the present backward season, the 
competition of this day will afford ad- 
ditional proof of the skill of our ope- 
rative gardeners. 

Great, however, as our progress has 
been, mucli yet remains to be disco- 
vered ; for in arts and sciences biiman 
invention has no bouncie, and by the 
intelligcur^nd discerning philosopher, 
useful discoveries have often been de- 
rived from observing Ae procedure 
even of the most ignorant labourer. 

Your#council need not, therefore, 
state to you the expectations which 
they entertain from the present horti- 
ifUrv**;* of the Netherlands. 
The ab-liities of the men, whom they 
have induced to undertake this surveys, 
are not unequal to the task ; and the 
kingdom of Scotland does not, per- 
haps, at present, contain three men 
bi-tter qualified for such an underta- 
king. We confidently trust, that no 
horticultural knowledge im- 

porting, from improved varieties of the 
most common culinary vegeta^<?s, to 


plans 'of orchards, gardens, and c(hi- 
f|[rvatories, bn the mOst extended seals 
will escape their discernment. Wean^ 
il>t, therefore, without hopes, that tins 
siS^vey will do honemt* to our society, 
and be materially beneficial to Scot- 
land. Nay, we even flatter ourselves 
with the expectation, that, by the pub- 
lication of future volumes of the me- 
moirs of our society, the benefits re- 
sulting from it may, in some degree, 
be extended to every corner of the ci- 
vilized world. 

Your council regret much, that the 
state of our funds does not permit us to 
bestow^ even an adequate pecuniary in- 
demnification on those gentlemen who 
have undertaken fhis important mis- 
sion. All we have hitherto been allow- 
ed to offer them is one hundred gui- 
neas, to aid in defraying their necessary 
expences. This sum we were autho- 
rised by a former meeting to offer, for 
tlie cxpence of two of our members ; 
but, as three gentlemen have, at our 
request, engaged in this survey, we 
hope the society will not object to the 
sum of fifty guineas to each of the 
* three, to aid in defraying the charges 
of the journey ; and wc trust, that a 
subscription of a single guinea eacli,’^ 
from such of our members as may^vish 
to encourage this undertakings will be 
fully sufficient to cover that expence, 
without, in any degrec7**eJr'Ti'J*’^ing 
on the ordinary fundi^t^the society, 
already pledged for other useful pur- 
[)Oses. 

We cannot conclude this rtport 
without mentioning to the society, the 
very liberal conduct of his Grace the 
Duke of Buccleuch on this occasion, 
both by the manner in which he has 
granted leave of absence to Mr M‘- 
i)onald, and by tlie introductions which 
he has furnished to the ctJntinent, for 
promoting the success of our survey. 

Respecting the^ progress made by 
our surveyors, we can only at piesent 
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inform the societyi that they were siffe • present in this room, to give you ^ re. 
ly landed at Ostend, soon after leavJ'ig port of tlie success with which their 
Edinburgh ; and we trust, that at mir survey hasNbecn attended, 
next quarterly meeting, they will ne 
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j')IFfer];nt branches of public economv 


1. AGRICULTURAL. 


Tub summer of 1816 had been so 
cold and wet^ and the harvest so re- 
markably Mate, that, in the northern 
parts of Britain, the crops had Rcarce- 
]y all been carried from the fields be- 
fore the beginning of the present year. , 
In different parts of the Island, ^the 
labours of this important season might 
have been seen going o*n from the be- 
ginning oF^eptembef till the middle 
of December ; and muj;h of the latest 
crops was accordingly of little or no 
value» and not worth securing, if they 
had not^becn necessary for the support 
of caule during the winter. At the 
latter period, the greater part of the 
lah& wheat remained to 

be sown, aud was in a very unsuitable 
state for receiving the seed. 

The present year commenced with 
more favourable weather. January and 
February' were uncommonly mild and 
moderately dry ; so that field labour 
was^ery little interrupted, aiid^ 
deal of wheat was put in, bot*i ftn the 
fallows and turnip lands. At the be- 
ginning of March, fermersyii most 


instances, seemed to have recovered the 
ground they had lost, their work being 
nearly as far advanced as usual at this 
season. March, April, and May al- 
lowed all the spring seeds to be depo- 
sited in a dry bed ; but the tempera- 
ture was low, vegetation made little 
progress, and the ravages of the g'^ub 
•oecame very extensive. In the earlf’ 
part of June, the» appearance f5't the 
crops was, with few exceptions, most 
unpromising, the plants beirfg thin on 
the ground, stunted an'cf7^^V,^^»?*^?bout 
the middle of that mffii?!R, a fortunate 
change Q*ecurred, which continued till 
August. Gentle showers, sunshine, 
and heat, during this period, not only 
spread health, vigour, and luxuriance 
over the fields, but seemed to have 
suddenly filled up the thin crops with 
new plants. Butf the hopes that now 
began to be formed were disappointed 
by the heavy rains that fell in August, 
which laid them down, and retarded 
their ripening. September, however, 
and the greater wart of October, were 
favourable, the former remarkably so. 
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Reaping had begun partially in tie 
south of England in August, before 
dry weather set in, and some of tlr 2 
earliest grain was therefore injuredj:* 
but general harvest did not come 
till September, and before the niidole 
of October, nearly all the crops of 
England, and th^ south of Scotland, 
were secured in the best condition. In 
the Highlands of Scotland, however, 
the oats were still in the fields, and 
were not all gathered till the end of 
November. This month was, for the 
most part, wet ; and toward the end 


January 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

.bine 

July 

August 

September. 

October 

November., 

December,., 


of it, and throughout December, tin! 
weather assumed all the variableness 
and severity of winter, — rain, sltet, 
snow, and frost, succeeding each othei 
at short intervals. The thermometer 
stood at 12, near Perth, on the 22d 
December, and post continued till the 
end of the yea’*. 

The following is an abstract of a 
register oV the weather, kept on* the 
Banks of the Tay, four miles east from 
Perth. Latitude 56" 25\ Elevation 
185 feet. 


Fair. 

Rain, j 

Quantity of 
Rain. 

Mean Tem- 
perature. 

19 

12 

1.904 

38.9 

13 

15 . 

1.084 

40.6 

18 

13 

0.958 

39.0 

24 1 

6 

0.596 

4^.1 ^ 

17 

14 

3.051 

46.1 

12 

18 

4.315 

55.0 

13 

I8 

3.200 

56.0 

10 

21 

5.278 . 

» 54.3 

20 

10 

0 899 

53.4 

18 

13 

1.474 

41.8 

12 

18 

2.705 

45.0 

' , 

13 

2.409 

34.3 

194 

171 

• 28.500 

45.8 


With ^ view to the supply of the 
rnarl^s, ^ nil to, th e prices of 1817, it is 
necess^y’‘=K„ob^rve, that crop 1816, 
which then came into consumption, 
had been deficient in a very d.^traordi- 
nary degree, as was to be expected 
from the very ungenial weather of that 
year. Though it is difficult, if^n^t 
impossible, to estimate, with any near 
approach to accuracy, the extent of 
this deficiency, yet it seems to have 
been generally understood, that not 
more than half the quantity of sound 
marketable wheat, that is grown in 
Britain in ordinary years, was produ- 
ced in 1816. In EhSt Lothian, the 
first whc'at-growing county in Scot- 


land, and not inferior, in this respect, 
in favourable seasons, to the average of 
England, this grain was computed to 
yield only about twelve bushels, or a 
quarter and a half the acre. ‘Barley 
was a better crop than wheat, an d also 
oats, except in high of *)£iriu ♦‘ITGations, 
where much of this grain never came to 
maturity. Beans and peas ‘did not re- 
turn twice the seed. And potatoes 
were neither good nor plentiful. But 
crop 1815 had been abundant ; and 
though it was evident, before mid- 
summer 1816, that the produce q£ the 
iatter*y^r would be greatly below an 
average, and the harvest very late, yet 
prices ajd not rise so high as to op^ 
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tJie portR to foreign grain till Novem- 
ber, 1816. 

'Hie ports having continued open 
till November, 1817, grain of all kinds, 
and flour, were imported to the value, 
at the market-prices, of 7,763,8951. 
With this addition t^^the supply, the 
average prices of England, in 1817, 
werft. Wheat, 94s. 9d. ; Rye, 56s. 6d. ; 
Barley, 488. 3d. ; Oats, ^2s. Id. ; 
Beans, 52s. ; Peas, 518. 5d., per quar- 
ter ^ and Oatmeal, per boll of 140 lb. 
avoirdupois, 39s. 3d. ; and the average 
prices of Scotland — Wheat, 68s. 8d. ; 
Rye, 38s. 4d. ; Barley, 29s. 8d.^; 
Oats, 23s. 8d. ; Beans, 35s, 5d. ; 
Pease, 35s. 8d. ; and Oatmeal, 18s. 
1 l‘d. The difference between these 
prices* strongly marks the inferior qua- 
lity of the produce of Scotland, parti- 
cularly<r in wheat ; that of England 
being no less than 268. 6d. per quarter 
higher, instead of 8s. or 10s , as in or- 
dinary years. But much of the infe.^ 
rior wheats of both countries, espe- 
cially of the former, do not appear in 
these averages ; and it is an undoubt- 
ed f^act, that a pretty large proportion 
of the whole crop was sold for less 
than 60s. the quarter. 

The best criterion qf the value of 
wheat, a&er so unfavourable a season 
as 1^16, m which the quality of the 
grain was so various, w the price of 
bread. In London, the quartern-loaf 
remained steadily at 17^d. till May ; 
in tha. month it was IS^d. ; in June, 
the prite rose for two weeks U> 20d. ; 
buV^er the favourable weather that 
occurred ^oouf the middle of the 
rhonth;! it began to fall. Before the 
•nd of July, it was down to I5id. ; 
in August, 14d. ; in September, 13d. ; 
but in the beginning of October, it 
rose again to 14d., at which it conti- 
nued till the end of the year. Not- 
withstanding the difference in the ave- 
rage prices of wheat in England and 
Scotland, the price of the qi^irtcrri- 
loaf in Edinburgh was nevj^ below 


’1 1. ; and it continued at that rate only 
fcj* a few weeks in October and No- 
vember ; during the winter and spring, 
i a varied from 15d. to J6d. ; in sum- 
ir^r, it wzs commonly 14d. ; and to- 
waiXis* the end of the year, 13d: In 
the same ma? ket, oatmeal was 4s. 8d. 
per stone, of 17^lb. ; and potatoes 
from IGd. to 18d. per peck, of 28 lb., 
through the greater part of the- year, 
but lower towards the end of it. 

From this rise of price after harvest, 
it must be evident, that the crop of 
this year was not considered to be so 
productive as had at one time been 
expected. The shutting of the ports 
in November, it is true, prevented us 
from receiving further supplies of fo- 
reign grain, barley excepted ; but so 
small are the imports during the win- 
ter months, when the Baltic is inac- 
cessible, that this circumstance could 
hardly have had any effect on prices, 
if our own new crop had been tolera- 
bly abundant. As soon as there was 
time to ascertain the fact, it w^as found 
accordingly, that though the bulk in 
the straw was great, the produce was, 
in many instances, deficient, and, in 
all, that the quality was inferior. The 
heavy rains of August, which had 
down the best crops of wheat aqj} ^kar- 
ley, sufiflciently acl'ount for die thin- 
ness and lightness of the^ grains, 
which, besides this, the 

benefit of much heat^ri!i^'*JiV^iine du- 
ring summer ; and the spring-sown 
wheat an^ oats^ and also the beans and 
pease, had suffered very generally from 
frosts in the beginning of October. 
There was not, however, so remark- 
able a failure in any one crop as in the 
preceding year, in the case of wheat ; 
unless in the oat crop in Scotland, and 
particularly in the Highlands. In that 
district, and generally in the hilly tracts 
of Scotland, oats were not more pro- 
ductive than in 1816 ; in many in- 
. stances, hardly wftrth the reaping. Bilt 
potatoes turned out will almost every 
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vviHjre ; a greater breadth than usimI 
had been planted, and the produce wwa 
both abundant, and of an cxcelleibt 
quality. . |- 

At the beginning of the year, afil 
kinds of farm live-stock, as al&o Ae 
produce of the dairy, had fallen to lit- 
tle more than half the prices they 
would have brought in 1813. At the 
beginning of the grass-season, cattle 
and sheep, fit for being made fat be- 
fore the end of the year, sold freely at 
the rates of 1816, and advanced from 
10 to 15 per cent, by mid-summer. 
Stock of this description experienced 
a further advance in autumn. But 
young and lean cattle continued in lit- 
tle request till the beginning of winter, 
when they were in demand for the 
straw-yards. In the early part of the 
year, the market was fully supplied 
w'ith fat stock, at from 5s. to Ts. per 
stone ; during summer it was lower ; 
but rose again to about the same rates 
before the end of the year. Wool ad- 
vanced a little ; Leicester (in Scot- 
land ) was sold for 288., and Cheviot, 
from 24<s. to 26s. per stone of 24? lb. ; 
fine w'ool also improved in# value. Add 
to this, that the lambing season had 
been favourable, and it will be^seen, 
ti.at^the grazier was better remunera- 
ted than the corn-grower. 

The circumstance of two unfavour- 
able years Vqljowing in succession could 
not i^W ir^casio n much distress. In 
England, this'ciistress exhibited itself 
as usual, in the advance of <be poor- 
rates, which in some places amounted 
to as much as thejrent. Other measures 
were necessarily resorted to for the re- 
lief of the lower classes in Scotland. 
The condition of the small tenants of 
the Highlands was so deplorable, that 
in many parts, during the winter of 
1817, they were not only in want of 
otatoes and oatmeal for tneir support, 
Qt had no seed fit to be used for the 
ensuing crop. Some of the, proprietors, 
on this occasion, generously came for- 
v/ard to assist tliem, by importing 


grain from other districts ; while rents 
were either abated, or their payment 
allowed to stand over till better times. 
The Highland Society offered pre- 
miums for the cultivation of early po- 
tatoes, which had some effect in bring- 
ing this root»8om(cer into use in Edin- 
burgh ; and tlie same measure was? 
adopted by some of the societies in 
Ireland, where the preceding season 
had been ‘’eqiially .unfavourable w in^ 
Britain. » 

Many of the country-labourers were 
thrown out of employment, and Wages 
were everywhere too low, when com- 
pared with the prices of grain. This 
is the necessary consequence of the 
high price of produce, when^^it is oc- 
casioned, as in the present case, by the 
failure of the crops. At such a time, 
wages, instead of rising to mpet the 
advance of prices, invariably fall, be- 
cause the employers in general are less 
able to pay them. All those farmers, 
whose principal dependence is on grow- 
ing wheat, received less money for their 
crop 1816, than for that of the prece- 
ding year, of which the price was only 
about half the average of 1817. For 
what part of crop 1817 came to mar- 
ket before th^ end of the year, the 
cultivators of good early ^ils were 
much better remunerated ; and -the 
whole of this crop, indeed, sold at such 
prices, as to yield a liberal profit to 
the grower throughout the principal 
com-districts of the kingdom. 

The large import of foreign grain 
during this year, thoughjt wa s e v^^e p t^ 
from the prices that it was aJTheeded, 
was looked upon with a jealous eye by 
some of the farmers of England, wh# 
first began, about this time, to form 
associations for obtaining a repeal of 
the present corn-laws, in order to have 
a duty imposed on foreign grain, what- 
ever might be the prices in ourvown 
mafkS;.^ Their petitions to Parlia- 
ment, ^hd the proceedings that took 
place tWe in consequence, belong to 
a subsequent period. 
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II. COMMERCIAL. 


The commercial and manufacturing 
interests of Great Britain were, at the 
•commencement of this year, marked by 
that deep depression, 's)f which we have 
already endeavoured to fWce the causes. 
A general distress pervaded the com- 
munity; and every manufacturing town 
was filled with thousands ot starving 
laboarers. The reduction of the na- 
tional expenditure, and the straitened 
' circumstances of the agricultural popu- 
lation, darkened the demand at home,; 
while all the foreign markets being 
glutted with our manufactures, till they 
were soldf below prime coat, every dis- 
couragement was thus given to sending 
more. At the same time an equal de- 
pression was felt in the price of sugar, 
wine, coffee, cotton, and eve^ article 
of colonial produce. It was increased 
by the East India Company bringing 
to market coffee and cotton, the pro- 
duce of Bourbon and Java ; and the 
former of a superior quality to the 
West India coffee. Tobacco, which 
early in the year stood as low as the 
other commodities, felt a alight revival 
in February and Marcb,in consequence 
of Some orders which were received 
from Franck. 

Equal distress with that felt in Bri- 
tain seems to have prevailed on the con- 
tinent, particularly in Holland and Ger- 
many. Many of the old branches of 
trade aftd manufactures had been bro- 
ke^ 4 j|]^,durins?;tlfe recent convulsions, 
and were in vain attempted to be again 
set on font. The following account of 
the Leipsic lair includes a general view 
of commercial affairs throughout Ger- 
many. 

Our /air has turned out extremely 
ill; it may be reckoned inferior by 
one-third, if not one-half, to tfip last 
Michaelmas fair. It is said there were 
fourteen thousand strangers less, which 


cie could easily perceive in the streets. 
TV number of Russians and Poles 
in particular was small, and those 
who were traders made but few pur- 
chases. Germany is so overstocked 
with goods, that it has far more than 
it needs, the consumption having been 
much reduced by war and distress, and 
the manufactures, by the employment 
of machinery instead of human labour, 
have greatly increased, and every thing 
is produced much more rapidly. This 
causes the trade in manufactured goods 
to stagnate extremely. Silks, former- 
ly a great article at our fair, were in 
small demand. English cotton manu^ 
extremely cheap ; they fell five 
or six per cent, and scarcely a third part 
of the stock on hand was disposed of. 
The propnetors of course suffer a great 
loss by the part they have left on their 
hands. Saxon cotton goods found hard- 
ly any sale. Our manufacturers are in- 
consolable, since by this failure of their 
last hope the greatest distress will be 
occasioned, as they will be obliged 
to dismiss a number of workmen, who 
will be exposed to petish with hungei;- 
Woollen ivareSf particularly 
therland cloths, and Saxon JMerinos, 
kerseymeres, &c. sold well, ajid almost 
all the stocks were in- 
ferior cloths fetched# prices. 

Woolhom Bohemia, Moravia, and Hun- 
gary, criRferior qualities,* was in abun- 
aanci ; the prices have, however, fallen 
from 40 to 60 per cent, within these 
two months. Almost the whole was 
sold. As shearing time approaches, 
the Saxon may be Expected to become 
cheaper than last year ; but it is not 
likely to fall above 10 or 15 per cent, 
cheaper than last year. Goods of 
English manufacture were really in 
masses ; the indiennes^ the muslins, and 
the woollen cloflis of Great Britain, 
8 
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were offered at all prices. Here, ayat 
Frankfort, the indiennes were solcmt 
three I'mv the cll. The excessive dctP- 
ncss of provisions has rendered the sa-e 
of merchandise insignificant. Nun^- 
rous failures having also weakened tre* 
dit, orders of all sorts have been asto- 
nishingly lessened, and sales have been 
necessarily forced at any price."' 

It was not till about June that any 
revival in the commercial interests of 
Britain began to be felu The iron trade 
appears to have been among the first 
that exhibited decided symptoms of im- 
provement. France, from the want of 
iron in her coal districts, found herself 
reduced to an inevitable state of de- 
pendence upon us for this commodity. 
At the works in Wales, Staffordshire, 
and Shropshire, the orders were so ex- 
teilsive, that the iron-masters could not 
find hands to execute them. At the 
same time, the vast and suffering staple 
of the cotton trade w'as s^insibly revi- 
ved by considerable orders from South 
America. The numerous unemployed 
weavers now all obtained work, first at 
low wages, but these gradually en- 
creased till they became sufficient for 
the comfortable subsistence of the w'ork- 
-.^man and his family. A somewhat il- 
lu^.fW’y impulse was derived from an in- 
8urrectiA;narymoverflent in the southern 
province^of Brazil, which was suppo- 
sed » n A^xten&ive opening, and 

numer^l*1^iijlig£Tits took place thither 
on speculation. The entire consump- 
tion of cotton w^ool in tlft British 
manufactories was this year estima- 
ted at 92,000,000 lbs. exceeding by 
20,000,000 that of 181G. Similar good 
fortune attended the lace of Notting- 
ham, the silk of Spitalfields, and those 
branches of the woollen manufacture 
which had exhibited marks of decay. 
At Bristol, Newcastle, Leith, and other 
ports, the entry and departure of ship- 
ping was observed to be much more 
brisk than at any perJlid during the last 
three years. Liverpool and Glasgow 


wrere peculiarly cheered by the first re- 
turns derived from the lately opened 
trade to India. Several articles, whicli 
had been sent out in despair as unsale- 
able here, had been eagerly bought up 
with a wish for more ; and many Com- 
modities had b^n sold at a profit of 
100 per cent. was even found, that 
Hindostan, the mother countfy ofnus- 
lin and cotton manufactures, afforded 
a market for those of Glasgow and 
Paisley, even burdened with all thfc^x- 
pences of freight ; so wonderful had 
been the effects of British skill and 
njachinery. 

The animation inspired into the com- 
mercial world by the favourable aspect 
of affairs, was enlivened by the hope 
that it w^oiild be permanent, and would 
finally terminate the general stagnation, 
which had been felt as the first conse- 
quence of peace. Tow^ards the close of 
the year indeed the demand in all these 
branches sensibly slackened ; but it 
w'as still hoped that this might be only 
the remission usually felt at the season. 
How far this good omen was fulfilled, 
will appear hereafter. ' 

We shall conclude with some de- 
tached notices applicable to some par- 
ticular quartei;s of the world. 

. ^ 

America* 

c 

It appears that the value of the ex- 
ports of the United States, forithe year 
ending the BOth of September, 1816, 
was, dollars 81,920,452, oP which 
64,781,896 w^ere of dgm ^sp^ ai-^yjals,* 
and 17,188,556 of foreign. 

The following view oi the "state and 
prospects of the manufacturing inte- 
rest in America, is given in a letter 
written early in the present. year. 

The war set the Amt/lcans for- 
ward in manufacturing, say fifty years, 
owing* to the duties being very high, 
(but they are greatly reduced since 
the peace,) and British goods sold du- 
ring the, war, from two hundred to 
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tiircc iiundred per cent, advance higher 
than usual. From the low price at 
which British goods have been sold 
since the peace, the American* manu- 
facturers have not only given up, but 
•most of them have been totally ruined ; 
this is the case on th^ sea-coast, and 
- for at least a hundre^ik miles back. 
Thete may be some on a small scale 
blill further back ; but these must give 
up also. You say, from, the reduced 
pricer of labour, British goods will 
come out lower than ever : if so, adieu 
'to all manufacturing here ; their ad- 
vance during the war is all gone back 
and' done away. 

You must not form an idea of a 
manufactfiry in America from those in 
Britain. A person here setting up 
three or four jennies for spinning sixty 
or seventy spindles each, is looked upon 
ai, a great manufacturer. 

As for any other nation interfering 
with Britain in the American markets, 
know that Britain will carry away nine- 
teen parts out of twenty of the whole 
trad^ of supplying the United States 
with manufactures. The trade ,with 
France is already coming to a close. 
They are anxious to deal with the 
Netherlands, as they sa^ they are the 
only free ^nation in Europe, except 
Britain. Bat I believe it is because 
tht*y dre able to give tl^m long cre- 
<iit ; for gold and credit are the idols 
the Americans worship. The only 
articles they can furnish to advantage 
arc a few laces, lawns, toys, cambrics, 
'ind linens ; this last article comes in 
abundant ishii^i’y ilso from Hamburgh, 
Bremen, and Ireland.’^ 

# 

. Jbx the Enamrap^ement of /hneri^ 
cun Vessels and Seennen. 

• The fojl^wing are briefly its p i*) vi- 
sions 

1. No goods to be imported into 
the United Slates, except in vessels 
the property of the citizens of those 


States ; or of the countries of which 
thise goods are the growth, produce, 
oil manufacture. 

42. In all cases of contravention of the 
pi^ceding article, the ship and cargo to 
be c*orrtiscated. 

3. Bounties and allowances now 
granted to fishing-boats, to be refused 
to all but those of which the oflicers 
and three-fourths of the crew are citi^ 
zem of the United States. 

4. The coasting-trade is confined to 
native vessels and seamen. 

5. A tonnage-duty is imposed upon 
vessels, though belonging to theUmted 
States, which shall enter a port in one 
district from a port in another district. 
(This is subject to exceptions). 

G. A tonnage -duty is levied on 
American vessels airiving from foreign 
ports, unless two» thirds of the crew be 
citizens of the Unjtcd States. 

Statement of the Mcx'icnn Coinage for 
the year 1815. 

Gold, 48G,4GI dollars, 

. Silver 6,454,799 do. 

Total 6,911,263. 

Besides the above, 101,365 dollars 
of copper money has been coin^itaY' 
which for the first time commejrfed in 
1814. / 

Prior to the present rey^lKiion.i^ the 
coinage of Mexico for so^> was 
never less than twent/^six millions of 
dollars ; s« that at this rate, calculat- 
ing seven years war, from this section 
of Spanish America, the world has lost 
an influx of precious metals equal to 
149 milliong of dollars. 


Russia. 

St Teier^biirght March 8. — The 
amount of goods imported into St 
Petersburgh last year, was above 90 
millions of roubles ; and that of goods 



124 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


exported, nearly 77 millions and, a 
half. 

The extraordinary trade in corn kis 
lately doubled the number of strangcUs 
at Odessa. That sea-port seems ijji a 
fair way of becoming one of the most 
considerable towns of the Russian em- 
pire : its increase proceeds in a man- 
ner beyond all conception. 

This prodigious exportation of grain 
from Odessa forms a striking article 
in the German papers. They state, 
that last year there were exported from 
that place, in 1366 ships, goods to 
the value of 5,406,000 roubles, and 
only to the amount of 408,600 roubles 
imported. A mong the 846 large ships 
which arrived, were 407 Russian, 258 
English, 101 Austrian, 25 French^ 23 
Turkish, 15 Swedish, &c. 


Sweden. 

The iniportatK.il of coffee being 
found to amount to 3,317,000 lbs., 
which was reckoned to be half the 


value of Swedish iron exported, the 
military chief of that kingdom fancied 
that the trade of the kingdom would 
be improved by prohibiting the intro- 
duction of coffee at all, to which was 
added a similar prohibition against 
wines, foreign spirits, and all cottons 
except those^^imported direct from 
India in Swedish vessels. Soon ^ter, 
the use of Swedish coffee^ or any thing 
resembling coffee,, was prohibited, as 
affording a cover for the introduction 
of the real drug. It was thus asserted 
that an improvement would be made 
in the exchanges ; yet soon after all 
tfie principal Banks in Stockholm 
broke, and at Christiana all business 
was at a stand, the merchants remaik- 
ing, “ because no foreign goods may 
be brought to our markets, our pro- 
ductions meet with no sale abroad.’' 
No redress, however, seems to have 
been afforded, the peasantry through- 
out the country being inflamed with a 
patriotic and ignorant zeal to wear die 
manufactures and use the commodities 
of their own nation only. ^ 


MEDICAL. 


limits of this work 
necessarily restrict us to a brief consi- 
deration of the most strikiri^^ ckcum- 
stances in the history of the public 
health during the year 1817 ; of these, 
the facts connected with the propagaw 
tion of Typhus Fever, are by far the 
most important. There were compa- 
ratively few large towns or districts in 
the empire which did not suffer under 
this calamity ; but we propose, in the 
following sketch, to confine ourselves 
solely to the Statistics of Fever, ^ if we 
may so express ourliclves, as they are 
to be collected from the records of the 


public institutions of London, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, and Dublin, and from 
the works of the physicians who have 
practised in those cities, and favoured, 
the world with their'opfifiJffs^ 

Afe there is great reason to suppose, 
that in numerous instances febrile con- 
tagion has been conveyed from .Glas- 
gow to Edinburgh, and as it is highly 
probable that it nas been ii!?^ported in- 
to the former city in particular, and 
into^the western part of Scotland in 
general, as well as into England, by 
means of the vast influx of Irish la^ 
bourers, wc shall begin by submitting 
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to our readers a few facts connected mortality by fever kept pace with this 
with the progress of fever in the sister in^rrement, and the deaths doubled an- 
island. The Fever Hospital of Dub- njally duripg the same penod. The 
lin, which was opened in 1804, admit- male sex were found to suffer much 
ted in that year 422 cases only ; in n?<8»re, comparatively, than the female, 
' 1810, when fever became very general althoifgh the number of females who 
all over Ireland, 1774 patients were were attacked with the disease consi- 
adinitted ; and in 1817,Hhe admissions derably out-numbered the males ; by 
amounted to 5745. In another hospi- one calculation made in the Infirmary 
tal in that city,- (the Hardw^cke,) the of Glasgow, the proportion was 1 death 
cases of fever increased,” between the in 9 males, and 1 in IGi females ; by 
year'k 1813 and 181'7, from 1842 pa- another calculation, the proportion was 
lients to the enormous number of 891 5. 1 in among the males, and 1 in 

The progress of fever was nearly in a 14 Jy among the females ; the general 
similar proportion all over the country, average of deaths in both sexes, was i 
In a northern district, of which Stra- in lOrVr* 

bane waB.,the principal town, little short In Edinburgh, as in all other large 
of a fourth part of the population was towns, fever always exists more or less 
affected, and of these not fewer than in the sordid habitations of the poor ; 

I in 9 died.* We would not be under- and some closes and houses, particii- 
stood to say, that we owe our T yphus larly those employed as lodging-houses 
exclusively to Ireland ; unfortunately, for the lower orders, are never with- 
too many of its causes have existed out cases of the disease. We have it 
among ourselves, for we believe it to upon the authority of an able physi- 
be a tact beyond all dispute, that the cian, that for the last twenty years, 
disease frequently derives its origin he has never known that part of the 
from poverty, and its concomitants, city called Portsburgh, free from con- 
hunger, cold, and rags, aggravated by tinued fever ; J and on a personal exa- 
filth and intemperance, conjointly 'mination of the district, he found that 
pressing upon the desponding inhabi- disease in almost every house. In the 
tauts of insufficient and» over-crowded spring of 1816, every one of the chil-. 
lodgings,'— a state of society which has dren in the West- Kirk Poor-^^tfJe, 
been. but too prevalent since the late about 160 in number, sufFered^from an 
peace. ** attack of fever, of whom two4ied ; and 

From the year 1812, Typhus Fever between 30 and 40 of poor 

was sterdily gaining ground in Glas- were also affected, of more than 

gow and its vicinity ; its progress was a third were carried off. In the au- 
so rapi^ ,that it nearly doubled its num- tnmn of ftie same year, every child in 
bers. -wcry.,**?’cc,essive twelve months the City Charity-Workhouse, to the 
lietween 1812 and 1817. This is pro- number of 200, and about 50 other in- 
ved by the state of the admissions into dividuals belonging to the institution, 
the Infirmary of that city, which, for were attacked with fever ; of these lat- 
the sticcespive years, were as follows : ter about 1 in 12 died, but all the chil- 
16 — 35—^ — 230— 399— 714.t The dren recovered. In the year 1817, not 

* Stpji/r’s Report of the Fever Hospital of Dublin. Rop:an’s Observations on the 
Kpiddliic Disorder in the north of Ireland. 

t Graham on Continue(4 Fever. Millar on Epidemic Fever. Glasgow, 1818. 

t Edinburj-h Magazine for November 1817, Report oRthef>tate of Fever. 
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an indiv'idual in either of these exten- 
sive asylnms for the poor was affectell ; 
nevertheless the disease was much mcAe 
prevalent than usual throughout tfie 
city. It was for some time suppose<J, 
that the increased admissions in\o‘tJ:ie 
Royal Infirmary, were produced fro^ 
the exertions of the medical officers of 
the two Dispensaries, and the active 
agents of the Destitute Sick Society, 
in consequence of which almost every 
case of fever throughout the city and 
neighbourhood was brought to light, 
and was immediately recommended for 
reception ; but subsequent experience 
has given great reason to suppose, that 
this increase was not apparent only, 
but founded upon an acUial increase in 
the numbers of those affected with the 
disease. By the reports of the New 
U own Dispensary, it appears, that du- 
ring the three months ending in De- 
cember 1, ISK), the cases of fever re- 
gistered at that institution, amounted 
to no more than 1 in 6 14:5; whole 

applications for relief ; but, in the three 
months ending March 1, 1817> they 
increased to 1 in 82-J^. In the next 
three months, the increase was still pro- 
gressive, and amounted to 1 in 20^14- 
^During the quarter between June and 
Sept«;nber, the fever cases diminished 
somewlvt in number, their proportion 
being oiiy 1 in of the whole j 

but fejj^n^nsiikig quarter, which ter- 
minateT'StNtia^mber 1, 1817, they 
had arisen to an amount of nearly dou- 
ble, being one in VI It was also 
round, that while at first the disease 
was confined to certain small districts, 
in the course of the season it became 
pretty generally diffused over the town, 
it is a well-known fact that the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold are unfavoura- 
ble to the spreading, or even to the ex- 
istence of Typhus Fever ; but the heat 
of our weather in Scotland never ari- 
ses to that degree which is found to be 
incompatible with tile presence of the 


disease, and the diminution of its rava^. 
ges in the months between June and 
September is, in a great measure, to be 
attributed to that free exposure to the 
open air, which the persons and habi- 
tations of the poor undergo, at a sea- 
son when thcrQ is no temptation to 
seek for increi^ed warmth by crowd^- 
ing within doors, and shutting up ef^ery 
avenue l^y which a free ventilation 
might be established. 

Jn the Royal Infirmary, which’ was 
supplied with patients from the Dis- 
pensary, the returns of which we have 
already quoted, as well as from the 
Old Town Dispensary, and various 
other sources, there were treated du- 
ring the first ten months of 1817? 317 
patients, of whom 21, or 1 in 16* ^ 
died ; the actual numbers dismissed 
cured forthe two preceding years could 
not be ascertained ; but the deaths by 
fever for each of those years was only 
12, so that there is every reason to sup. 
pose the number of fever cases admit- 
ted into the house were greatly increa- 
sed ill the year 1(S17 ; indeed, several 
additional wards were appropriated for 
the reception of these cases, and at 
length a separate establishment was fit- 
ted up at Qiiefnsberry House by the 
managers of the Royal Infirm'ary, The 
history of this excellent institution does 
not come witlfln the period of the pre- 
sent report, as it was not opened until 
the 3d of February, 1818. 

F^ver was not particularly prevalent 
in London before the autumn oH816. 
In September and Octpbg;; 4 jf^h' 4 jti^ear, 
fever, manifestly contagious, appeared 
in the courts about Saffron Hill, and 
among some young people employed 
at a silk manufactory in Spital Fields, 
but who resided with their families. 
Contrary, however, to w^haclhas been 
observed at Edinburgh, it subsided on 
the api^rhach of winter, but agatn re- 
appeared in March, in the vicinity of 
Essex Sijtreet, White-chapcl, where the 
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silk manufacturers resided, as well as 
near the manufactory itself at SaflVon 
Hill, Old Street, and Clerkcnwcll. In 
the following month it broke out iu 
the parish of Shadvvell, in the over- 
crowded work -house of which it spread 
rapidly. Other poor houses, especially 
those of Whitechapel, ^t Luke, St Se- 
pulchre, and St George Southw.ark, be- 
came much infected with the disease in 
the course of the suniraev and autumn. 
It showed itself also in the private habi- 
tations of the poor in almost all the close 
and crowded districts in the eastern and 
noithern parts of the town. It was 
very prevalent in the alleys in White- 
chapel, and in the many filthy courts 
about Smith field, and spread exten- 
sively-in similar situations. It is singu- 
lar that St Giles’s, proverbially the re- 
ceptacle of beggary, remained nearly 
free from the epidemic till November, 
after which month the fever cases sent 
from it to the House of Recovery be- 
came very numerous. The epidemic 
at length became so prevalent, that the 
Medical Committee of the Fever Insti- 
tution addressed a circular letter to the 
physicians of all the hospitals and dis- 
pensaries in London, requesting infor- 
mation on the subject, the result of 
which was, that, in all the hospitals 
except two, from one of w^hich no re- 
turns were received, and in all the dis- 
pensaries, except oue at the west end 
of the town, a very greaj: increase of 
fever cases had occurred. This w^as the 
case e;^?n with St George’s Hospital, 
Ilyde-Park Corner, and the Middlesex 
iiospilal,- uoith *of Oxford Street. In 
(jluy’s Hospital,' the number of fevers 
admitted drring six wrecks, iu Septem- 
ber and October, 1817, .exceeded the 
number admitted during the same pe- 
riod in in the proportion of 15 


tc<l. From the records of the House 
of. Recovery, (the Fever Hospital of 
London,) it appears, that from the 
ybar 1815 to the year 1817, the fol- 
lowing was the progressive increase of 
fever...-1815, 80—1810, 118—1817, 
760.* The information derived from 
medical men resident in Bristol, Man- 
chester, Leeds, New^castle, and many 
other great towms throughout Eng- 
land, fully proves the great increase of 
fever cases in their charitable institu- 
tions, and among their inhabitants. 

The medical history of the Typhus 
Fever is not a legitimate object for our 
inquiries, but we may be permitted to 
state some circumstances connected 
with its propagation. That it has of- 
ten proceeded from occasional causes, 
as fatigue, distress, cold and moisture, 
intemperance, confined air and filth, 
independent of co/ilagioUf admits of 
little doubt ; but that it has much of- 
tener been traced to this last cause 
alone, is a decided fact. In some con- 
fined and crowded situations, the ill- 
ness of twenty, thirty, and forty pa- 
tients, has been traced to one infected 
» individual, lu the hospitals, the nur- 
ses, clerks, and students have, in nu- 
merous instances, contracted the dis- 
ease from the patients ; and in j>rir^ie 
families of the first respect af^iity, it 
has been introduced, and hjs proved 
comparatively more Ltal thun aojong 
the lower orders. It u httle cu- 

rious, however, that in districts equal- 
ly crowde^l and dirty, and wdiere the 
inhabitants suffered equal privations, 
some have furnished numerous exam- 
plqs of the Typhus Fever, wdiile others 
have been free from it ; nay, of two 
rival lodging bouses in the same close 
in Edinburgh, both miserably dirty, 
and constantly crow'ded with a succes- 


^ I'ateirKi?’ on Coiita^tious Fever.* Soon after this, but not witliin the period of 
thir ie]H)rt, the subject was taken up in Parliament. • 
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sion of the lowest of the people, olic 
has furnished a succession of fever da- 
ses, while the other has remained freej ; 
and, in the course of some months af- 
terwards, this has suffered in its turfi, 
while that has been exempted. Upon 
the whole, although the Typhus Fever, 
which so generally prevailed through 
this country in 1817, was decidedly 
contagious, it appears that it was so 
under certain circumstances only, and 
that the contagion was far from being 
so active as it has been in other coun- 
tries. 

Our bounds do not admit of our en- 
tering much further at present into the 
discussion of the interesting subject of 
the public health, but w^e cannot dis- 
miss it altogether without adverting 
to some highly important facts con- 
nected with Vaccination, especially as 
they have occurred in Scotland, From 
sloth and from prejudice, this most sa- 
lutary process has not been so frequent- 
ly enforced as it should be, and in the 
year 1818, small- pox became very pre- 
valent in various parts of Scotland, 
but particularly in the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Forfar, a circumstance 
the more ' alarming, because among 
q^ers it was said to have attacked 
arove,,^(X) persons who had previous- 
ly gone^hrough th*e process of vacci- 
nation. T^ie alarm excited by this cir- 
cumin^jjj^bccafne so great, that a 
meeting oT>ke .medical gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood was called by the 
Sheriff of the county, and {he result 
of their deliberation was, that “ the 
small-pox contagion had produced a' 
slight disease’’ in a number of children 
who had been inoculated with cow-pox 
matter, but that the occurrence in no 
degree diminished their confidence in 
the preventative power of vaccina- 
tion. In the close of the year 1816, 


small-pox, after vaccination, became 
prevalent in Dundee, and in the spring 
of 1817> an epidemic small-pox occur- 
red at Cupar, in Fife, where 54 cases 
were ascertained to have taken place 
after vaccination ; there is little doubt 
that the disease existed in other towns 
also, and that wad medical practition- 
ers in general been fully aware of its 
nature, apd turned tlleir attention to 
its history, the chain of communica- 
tion from one place to another m^ght 
have been fully traced. The first deci- 
ded cases which occurred in Edinburgh 
wjere noticed in June and July 1817t. 
and from that period they spread to va- 
rious parts of Scotland. Simijar cases, 
though by no means so numerous, have 
been observed in England and Ireland. 

Vaccination was early and extensive- 
ly adopted north of the Twee^d, and 
the confidence in its powers was un- 
bounded. It is not to be supposed, 
therefore, that the reports of its failure 
in preventing small-pox could be re- 
ceived with indifference, more espe- 
cially as some medical men, both in 
Scotland and England, had denied 
that it afforded permanent security. 
In opposition, however, to the report- 
ed failures, some of the friends of vac- 
cination in England supposed that the 
eruptive disease, which it was agreed 
on all hands w'&s epidemic, in tliis part 
of the empire, was 710 I small-pox, but 
a disease resembling it, probably that 
known under the name of chicken- 
po!x. This opinion, however, hafe been 
refuted by the experimejits qL» Dr 
Adam, and by those conducted on an 
extensive scale in the military hospitals 
of Edinburgh, under the superinten- 
dence of Dr Hennen.^ In these ex- 
periments it was proved, that matter 
taken from vaccinated pcrsoiU labour- 
ing under the epidemic dise^.'^*, pro- 


♦ Dr Adam’s Thesis. Edin. 1814, and Edin. Med. Surg. Journal, vol. 14. for Oe- 
tober 1818. 
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<Ii!Ccd ffenuine small-pox in those who 
were not vaccinated. For ourselves, 
convinced as we are of the intrinsic 
value of Dr .Tenner’s discovery, we de- 
precate the attempts of concealing 
facts, and are ready to admit, as indeed 
tlie early promoters of vaccination 
themselves did, that m certain cases 
pewtons duly vaccinated occasionally 
are susceptible- of amall-pox*; but it is 
an established fact,nhat‘the small-pox 
thustakeii,is aiiextrernelymild and mo- 
dified disease, rarely ifever proving fatal. 
Indeed from tlie histories of cases col- 
lected by the last named physician, ns 
well as from those wliich are daily 
presenting themselves to general obser- 
vation, in which small-pox has occur- 
red hrtcc in the same individual, it is 
rendered highly probable that the hu- 
man constitution is as fully secured by 
vaccination from after attacks of fatal 
smalhpox, as by having previously un- 


ECCLESI 

Tuf. most characteristic feature in 
tlie • presiMit state of ^ the religious 
world, consists in the extensive efforts 
made for the ddfiision of Christianity. 
Among associations for this purpose;, 
the pjrominent place has been taken 
by the Bible Society, tlie object of 
which was calculated to unite Chris- 
tians of every denomination. Not- 
withstandii^g its recent institution, the 
receipts in May, 1815, had nearly 
reached the sum of 100, 000/. The 
present y/ar is chiefly marked by the 
extensio’/ of its operations in India, 
throuy^, the operation of auxiliary so- 
cieties, formed at Calcutta and ‘’Bom- 
bay. Ill the fifth anniversary of the 
‘Society at the former city, it ia stated 
to have procured from iuiropc, and 
von. uAiir IF. 


dergonethat dangerous and disgusting 
disease. It is also a fair inference from 
the history of physic in general, and 
v^Lccination in particular, that an epi- 
demic small-pox, capable of affecting 
the vaccinated, is a very rare occur- 
rence, because tens of thousands of 
persons thus circumstanced have for 
years resisted, although constantly ex- 
posed to contagion, in various parts of 
Europe. Why the epidemics of one 
year should be more severe than those 
of another, is a question which, like 
many others in the natural history of 
man, will perhaps for ever escape our 
detection ; but if, among the nume- 
rous facts wliich it is permitted us to 
ascertain, tliere be one more incontro- 
vertible than another, it appears to us 
to be that wliich demonstrates the pre- 
eminent efficacy of cow-pock, as a 
preventive and neutralizer of variolous 
contagion. 


ASTICAL. 

distributed in different parts c f Asia, 
above three thousand Portug^Liczc Tes- 
taments ; to have printed, /and trans- 
mitted for distribution on ♦he coast of 
Ceylon, 5,000 Tamifl 'l estaments ; to 
have alsr» printed, and sent to Ceylon, 

2,000 Cingalese Testaments ; to have 
printed, and sent to Aml^yna, nearly 

2,000 Malay Testaments in the Ro- 
man character ; besides another thou- 
sand retained to accompany an equal 
number of the Old Testament, now in 
the press ; to have commenced an edi- 
tion of 2,000 copies of the Armenian 
Bible ; and to have undertaken to prin- 

2,000 copies of the Tamul Bible; 

2,000 of the Hittdoostanee Testament 
in the Nagrec character, 1,000 copies 
of the Old Testament, and 0,000 of the 
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New Testament, in the Malay language 
and Arabic character, and an edition of 
the New Testament in the Malaya- 
lim, or Malabar language and charac- 
ter, besides obtaining from England, 
through the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, 2,000 English Bibles, and 
the same number of English Testa- 
ments, which are now for sale at re- 
duced prices, at the Society's Reposi- 
"^ory, or have been sent to other places, 
where they were urgently wanted. 

In the third report of the Bombay 
Bible Society, it appears that the Com- 
mittee have opened a depository for 
the sale at reduced prices of the Old 
and New Testaments, in several Euro- 
pean and native languages ; in this de- 
pository they eitlier now have, or short- 
ly will have, Bibles and Testaments in 
English, Gaelic, Portuguese, French, 
Dutch, German, Spanish, Danish, and 
Italian ; Hebrew, Greek, and Latin ; 
Arabic, Syriac, Ethiopic, Armenian, 
Persian, Hindostanee, Malay, and Chi- 
nese. Such a depository should con- 
tain not only translations of the Scrip- 
tures into the languages chiefly preva- 
lent among the natives and visitors of 
India, but should be furnished also 
wj^h such Polyglotts, Lexicons, Gram- 
mars, ^nd Commentaries, as will best 
assist tnKfurther translation into- the 
Asiatic dialects ; particularly on this 
coast. . • 

After all, the Iftad in this department 
is taken by the Baptist Missipn at Se- 
rampore, whose exertions in transla- 
ting the Scriptures into the native 
languages, are truly astonishing. The 
following is a general summary of the 
progress to which they had brought 
them during the present year : — 

‘ 1. “ The whole Old and New Tes- 
tament is translated, printed, and ex- 
tensively circulated, in the languages 
of Bengal and Orissa ; the population 
of which two provinces, on a moderate 
estimate, exceed 30 rtlillions. 

2. ‘‘ Tlie New Testament is print- 


ed and circulated in five other langu- 
ages — the Sungskritt, Hindec, Mah- 
ratta, Punjabee, and Chinese ; in the 
two former, one half of the Old Tes- 
tament is printed also ; and in the re- 
maining three considerable progress is 
made. ^ 

3. “ In sixteen languages *a com- 
mencement has been made in printmg 
the New Tcestament. In some of them 
considerable progress has been made, 
though they are not enabled to state 
how far each distinct translation is ad- 
vanced. 

4. “ Preparations for translation and 
printing, in a greater or less degree of 
forwardness, are made in fourteen ad- 
ditional languages, 

5. "*^ To these may be added the se- 
ven languages in which the New Tes- 
tament has been printed, of is •print- 
ing, at Serampore, on account of the 
Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society ; 
which will make the whole number 
amount to forty-four. 

Dr Marshman has been enabled 
to complete the translation of the 
whole Bible into the Chinese lan- 
‘ guage. Thus, by the blessing of a gra- 
cious God, the persevering labours of 
eleven years art brought to a happy 
conclusion, and upwards of 300 mil- 
lions of our fellow.immortals have a 
version of the Holy Scriptures prepa- 
red for them in their own tongue/' 

Although the converts made by 
this Mission had not been very nume- 
rous, its residence has led to an Occur- 
rence which may be <y)nsidered^s re- 
markable. A learned native, called 
Rammohun Row, had been induced to 
reject all the grosser parts' of the In- 
dian superstition, and, referring to the 
original course of the Veda 5 -« to draw 
thence a system of almost puV theism. 
In a visit to the MissionariciH^t Se- 
rampofe, after relating sqmepetty 
theft ascribed to Krishna, he said, 
‘‘ The sweeper of my liousc would 
not do such an act, and can i worship 
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a god sunk lower than my menial ser- 
vant In imitation of him, several 
very respectable native inhabitants of 
Calcutta, had declared themselves pure 
Monotheists, and united in a society 
with a view to mutual assistance in 
a system of worship conformable to 
their faith. ^ 

# 

Numbers of Prolcslant Missionaries 
at this time actinis: in India^ 


Church Missionaries 8 

London Ditto 21 

Society for promoting Christian • 

Knowledge 3 

Baptist 39 

Wesleyan 16 

American 7 

Danish 1 


Total of European Missiona- 
ries 93 

Total Native Ditto 23 


Total Protestant Missionaries 
in India 121 


In North America, Bible Societies 
had been long established ; and this 
year was distinguished iby the intelli- 
gence rej-eived of the establishment of 
one in Louisiana, a station considered 
as peculiarly favourablej from its con- 
nection with and proximity to the ex- 
tensive JSpanish territories in South 
America. Die Spaniards, amid all 
their Catholic zeal, appear to have 
been by no mciyis disposed to reject 
tlie beneficent offers of the Society. 
Itisobscrved ; “the Catholics, even tlie 
strictest of*thcm, are all willing, with 
scarce an exception, to receive and 
read the B^ible, and never think of any 
objection to it until informed by a 
priest. 'Notwithstanding tw'O parish 
]jriesLj57in two parishes, have opposed 
the circulation of the Bible among 
their parishioners, it does not appear 
to have any innuence over them, tor 


they still apply for tlie Bible and read 
it. One parish priest preached to his 
congregation against the evil of read- 
iijg the Bibles and New Testaments, 
that l]ad been sent up for distribulion 
among them ; and exhorted them, if 
they would escape from heresy, to 
have nothing to do with such books. 
But his parishioners, instead of com- 
plying with his advice, only became 
more anxious and willing to read the 
Bible ; and in consequence of it, a 
very considerable number of Bibles 
was immediately distributed. The 
conduct of this parish priest has been 
condemned, however, by one of his 
bretliren, who stands high in the pub- 
lic estimation at New (Jrlcans.’’ 

The Spanish inhabitants have been 
remarkably pleased on obtaining the 
New Testaments in their native lan- 
guage, At first, tlierc were some 
scruples about reading them ; parti- 
cularly after reading the 25 v. 28 chap, 
of Matthew, which they considered as 
in opposition to the Catholic doctrine 
of the perpetual virginity of the Vir- 
gin Mary. Many of them applied to 
*lhe Reverend Father Antonio de Se- 
dilla, to learn if this passage of Scrip- 
ture had been correctly translated ; 
and, on being assumed by him /hat it 
was, they were satisfied, and^ such as 
can read, have generally applied for 
New Testaments. — To the Spaniards, 
the New Testament^ in their native 
language,^is an object of greater inte- 
rest than to the French ; tliey have 
received it, too, with greater demon- 
strations of joy. The expressions used 
by some on being presented with a 
New Testament, deserves notice ; one 
observed, “ this book contains the 
pure truth, and nothing but the truth.** 
Another, on reading the title-page of 
the New Testament, as soon as he 
came to the words, Jicsus Christ,” 
stopped, and said^with much earnest- 
ness, “ this is my King and my God 
— he is my all/* Another, on being 
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asked if the Spaniards were satisfied 
with their New Testament, observed, 
that “ they could not be Christians 
who were not.’* 

The following is the annual report 
of the Societif for Propa^jihi^^ the 
Gospel in Foreign Partsj incorporated 
by King William the Third, and the 
efforts of which are directed to the 
British provinces in North America. 

The receipts of the year, from con- 
tributions and dividends on stock, have 
been 5,208/. 7s. 2d. In addition to 
this sum. Parliament has granted, in 
aid of the expences of the society in 
the North American Colonies, the 
sum of 7860/., making the disposable 
receipts of the year 13,068/. 7.s'. 2r/. 

Of this amount, the sum of 12,ld<7/- 
18 . 9 . 9(1. has been expended in salaries 
and gratuities to Missionaries, Cate- 
chists, school-masters^, and in exhibi- 
tions to scholars at the College in 
Nova Scotia. 

Missionaries. 

In Newfoundland, the society has 
five Missionaiies at annual salaries of 
200/. each ; and eight school- mas- 
ters at salaries amounting together to 

In Nova Scotia — one Missionary at 
400/. and fifteen at 200/. each, with 
four stations vacant ; nineteen school- 
masters, whose sz^rics together amount 
to 290/. and five school-mistresses, 
whose stipends amount to 4*5/. 

In New Brunswick — eight Mission- 
aries at 200/. each, with one station 
vacant ; nine school- masters, whose 
salaries make 115/. with two vacan- 
cies, and one school- mistress at 10/. 
per annum. 

In Cape Breton — one missionary at 
200/. per annum. 

In Upper Canada — one Missionary 
at 265/. ; two at 220/ each ; five at 
200/. each ; and one at 100 / ; with a 


school-master to the Mohawks at 20/. 
and a Catechist at 10/. The Mission- 
ary at Kingston, the Rev. George 
Okill Stuart, is also Missionary to the 
Mohawk Indians ; and the Rev. Ro- 
bert Addison, Missionary at Niagara, 
is also appointed to visit the Indians. 

In Lower Clinada — one M-issionary 
at 215/., and 4 at 200/. each. ’ 

The different classcs of Protestants 
were not alone animated with this zeal 
to extend the circulation of the Gos- 
pel. In the Greek church of Russia, 
a Bible Society was formed and patro- 
nised by the Emperor, as well as the 
principal nobility and clergy. By a 
report published during the present 
year, it appears, that from the esta- 
blishment of the society to the present 
time, its Committee have either pub- 
lished, or are engaged in publishing, 
no fewer them fbti i/~l /tree editions of 
the sacred Sciptiires, in seventeen dif- 
ferent languages, forming a grand to- 
tal of 196,000 copies. In the course 
of 1816, the Committee have com- 


pleted, 

Slavonian Bibles 10,000 

Ditto New Testaments 10,000 

Finnish Bibles 5,000 

French Bibles, 5,000 

AND 


Samogitiari New Testaments 5,000 
And at present the printing of the 
following editions, is either continued. 


or has begun, in 1817 : — 


Ditto New Testaments ^5,000 

Armenian Bibles ^ 5>00() 

Ditto New Testaments 3,000 

Greek Bibles 3 000 

Ditto New Testaments ...'. 5,000 

Georgian New Testaments ... 2,000 

Moldavian Bibles 5,000 

Moldavian New Testament^.. 5,000 

German Catholic Ditto 5,000 

Lettohian New Testaments ...^'SjOOO 
Dorpatian Esthonian Ditto ... 5,000 


Tartar New Testaments, 2,000 ; Gos- 
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pel of St Luke, (extra copies,) 2,000 ; 
Psalms, 2,000 ; and Calmuc Gospel, 
2 , 000 . 

The number of Bibles and Testa- 
ment*-, issued in the course of the year, 
amounts to ]9,4S1 copies, which is 
only about 500 copies fewer than were 
issued the three forme> years put to- 
gether. * The expenditures are nearly 
in the same proportion. During the 
three years, 1813, 18 14,- 18 1*5, the ex- 
peniliturc amounted to 297,042 rou- 
bles, 47 copecs ; in 1816, alone, 
227,770 rubles, 73 copecs. 

Besides the above, preparations a);e 
making for stereotype editions of the 
Scriptures, in five different languages ; 
tlrey are in a course of translation into 
t}fe Common Russian, Tartar, and Ca- 
relian languages ; and measures are 
adopting for procuring translations 
into Turkish Armenian and Burat 
Mongolian. 

Amid this general zeal, the head of 
the Catholic cliurch alone appeared 
actuated by the illiberal maxims of a 
former age. On occasion of a Bible 
Society bcinj: about to be establislied 
in Poland, he issued a bull against 
Bible Societies in general. 

In this document the^important de- 
sign of circulating the Holy Scrip- 
tures is characterized as “ an abomi- 
nable device, by which ihe very foun- 
dation of religion is undermiiKd.’^ It 

declared to be the duty and object 
ol the 8ee of Rome, “ to employ all 
means for the purpose of detecting and 
ruoLing out such a pestilence in every 
way.*' The Catholic Primate of Po- 
land, to whom this modern anathema 
is addressed*, is highly commended in 
it for his “ zeal and activity under cir- 
cumstances so threatening to Christi- 
anity, in having denounced to the 
Apostol’c See, this (Ic/llewcnt of ihe 
/h/7//, 'fending to the imminent flcfil of 
; and he is earnestly exhorted to 
execute daily whatever he can achieve 
by liis power, promote by his councils, 


of effect by his authority, in defeating 
the plans which the enemies of the 
Catholic religion^" arc represented to 
have “ prepared for its destruction.” 
If is farther declared to be “ the espe- 
cial duty of the Episcopal office to 
expose the wickedness of such an 
abominable scheme, by shewing, in 
obedience to the precepts of the Ca- 
tholic church, that the Bible printed 
by heretics is to be numbered among 
other prohibited books of the Index.'' 
After which it is expressly asserted, 
that “ experience has proved that the 
Holy Scriptures, when circulated in 
the vulgar tongue, have, through the 
temerity of men, been productive of 
more injury than advantage.'* For 
this cause it is declared to be “ neces- 
sary to adhere to the salutary decree 
of the 13th June 1757, which prohi- 
bits all versions of the Scriptures in 
the vernacular tongues, except such 
as are approved by the Apostolic See, 
and are published with annotations 
from the writings of the Holy Fa- 
thers.” 

The Emperor of Germany follow- 
•ed up this measure, by prohibiting the 
establishment of Bible Societies in his 
dominions. 

The French church received this 
year its final organi^tation. The Epis- 
copal sees wliich, before the Rcvolu- 
tioUj depended upon foreign metropo- 
litans, were now placed under French 
metropolitans. Fifty-seven dioceses 
were fornfed, divided according to the 
boundaries of the departments within 
which they were situated. The bud- 
get of 1817, allowed an increase of 
6,100,000 franks (nearly 150,000/.) 
to the revenue of the clergy. In 
consequence of this, the salary of the 
archbishops was raised to 25,000 
franks, (1040/.), that of the bishops 
to 15,000 franks, (620/.), and that of 
the dtwscfvnns, or oflleialing clergy, 
to 700 franks, 

The provinces in the north of Gcr- 



131« 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGIS'fER, 1817. 


many exerted themselves during tliis 
year with great zeal in forming an 
union between the different Protes- 
tant churches, particularly the Lu- 
theran and Calvinist. This union waS 
completely etfected in the principality 
of Nassau, by a general synod of both 
communions, when the following arti- 
cles were agreed to. 

1. The united Communions shall 
bear the name of the Evangelical 
Christian Church. 

2. The general superintendance over 
all the clergy shall be divided between 
the two superiiitendants, according to 
a geographic line, and shall finally be 
united in him who shall survive the 
other. 

3. The districts of inspection shall 
be, &c. 

4. In the places where the two con- 
fessions shall be intermixed, the re- 
spective property of the two churches 
shall form one and the same fund, and 
shall belong to the church for the ne- 
cessary expences. 

5. The central property of the two 
churches shall be united into one fund, 
and shall serve for paying the expences- 
of organizing the seminary of Pier- 
born, for the candidates of theology. 

' 6. In the places wdicre there sliall 
happen to be twcli clergymen of the 
different confessions, they shall remain 
there provisionally, and sliall officiate 
together at the^^aine altar. 

7. The Palatine liturgy is provi- 
sionally adopted. In the dSstribulion 
of the communion, a large host shall 
be regularly provided, expressly for 
the purpose, and shall be broken into 
several parts. This mode shall be fol- 
lowed by all the communicants who 
shall be confirmed, for the future. 
The more aged persons sluill be per- 
mitted to receive the communion in the 
accustomed manner, but in private, 
and after having explained their rea- 
sons to the ckrgymvin. 

A desire to accomplish tlie same 


object was manifested by the King of 
Prussia, prior to the celebration of the 
centenary of the Reformation. A cir- 
cular letter was then addressed by the 
minister of the interior to the Evange- 
lical clergy of both confessions in the 
Prus‘iian dominions, intimating the 
king's desire ITiiat the words Protest 
taut, Lnthcran^ or any other denomi- 
nations which designate particular sects 
of the reformed religion, should cease 
to be used, and that they shoulti be 
superseded by the word Exmnodical. 
The object of this communication is to 
corect those feelings of asperity in 
which sectarians too generally indulge, 
and by removing all nominal distinc- 
tions, to cultivate a spirit of general 
harmony and mutual indulgence. "'The 
authority of Luther himself was ad- 
duced to sanction this interfcuence ot 
the Government, f.n* the father of the 
Reformation is represented as being 
displeased to find the supporters of 
his opinions distinguished by his 
name. The denominations of Evan- 
ilcHc Church and Evani\eUc Christians 
belong equally to both confessions, 
and imply the source whence they 
equally derive the purity of their doc- 
trine. ^ 

The following are the mo<3t impor- 
tant proceedings of the General As- 
sembly of thd Scottish church. 

A petition was presented from Dr 
James Bryce, Presbyterian minister of 
Calcutta, praying the Assembly to 
remove the injunction laid on their 
cliaplaiiis in India by the Rev. the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, dated 27tli 
March 181G, and to favour the peti- 
tioner with such other advice or in- 
struction as to them in their great 
wisdom might seem meet ; as also a 
petition from Dr Thomas M‘Knight, 
clerk of that Presbytery. — Both these 
petitjoiis having been rcud, together 
with an extract from the rninutcy of 
the Presbytery on the subject of Di 
Bryce's petition, and Francis Jefl'icy, 
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Esq advocate, being heard in support 
of Dr Bryce’s petition, and Dr Inglis, 
a member of the Presbytery, in sup- 
port of their procedure, the Assem- 
bly find, that no blame whatever can 
be imputed to the Presbytery of Edin- 
burgh, who have acted according to 
the best of their judgm-ont, in circum- 
stances of peculiar difficulty and deli- 
cacy ; but see no reason why Dr 
Bryce should not bp peKmitfed to so- 
leni^ ize mariiages, when called upon 
to do so in the ordinary exercise of his 
ministerial duty ; and therefore do re- 
move the injunction of the Presbytery 
of Edinburgh upon that subject, satis- 
fied that in this, and every question 
connected with civil rights, he will 
c£)iiduct himself, as he is hereby re- 
quired to do, with that perfect respect 
and deference toward the local autho- 
lities to which they arc entitled, and 
which arc in a particular manner due 
to the Most Noble the Marquis of 
Hastings, the Govcrnor-Gcneral of 
India, for the countenance and protec* 
lion offered by his Excellency to this 
branch of the church of Scotland ; 
and the Assembly farther resolve to 
appoint a committee to draw up a re- 
spectful mcmoiial to the Honourable 


thb Court of Directors of the East 
India Company, and to correspond 
with that Plonourable Court on this 
important subject. 

*A letter from Lord Hardwick to 
the Moderator was laid before the 
Assembly, requesting that Venerable 
House to afford him all the informa- 
tion they could furnish as a collective 
body in regard to the poor laws and 
the management of the poor in Scot- 
land. After some observations by Sir 

G. S. Mackenzie, Dr Nicol, and Sir 

H. Moncriefl, this subject was refer- 
red to a committee. 

The report of the committee on the 
Earl of Hardwick’s letter having been 
read, the Assembly highly approved 
of the diligence of their committee, 
and directed the Moderator to trans- 
mit the same as his answer to the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Hard- 
wick ; and the Moderator having com- 
municated a letter he had that day re- 
ceived from the Right Honourable 
Mr Sturges Bourne, chairman of the 
committee of the House of Commons, 
requesting the same inforniation, the 
Assembly directed the Moderator to 
transmit a copy of the Report as hL 
answer. 


PUBLIC WOIllvS, 

AND 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


The pressure of the times, and the 
public^, distress, did not altogether 
damp^ that spirit of enterprize,*which 
is characteristic of Britons. This 
year was distinguished by the com- 


mencement and completion of several 
important public works. 

On the 18th of June, Waterloo- 
bridge was opened for the accommo- 
dation of the public. This magnifi- 
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cent erection, by which a communica« 
tion is formed between the Strand and 
the Borough, about midway between 
the two distant points of Blackfriars 
and Westminster Bridges, does the 
highest honour to the enterprize of 
those who planned, as well as to the 
ability of Mr Rennie, the distinguish- 
ed engineer, who conducted it. Some- 
what more than a million, we believe, 
ivas expended on this great national 
work, the materials being partly com- 
posed of granite, brought from Corn- 
wall and Aberdeen. The following are 
its dimensions : — 

Feet. 

The length of the stone bridge 


within the abutments 1,242 

Length of the road supported 
on brick arches on the Sur- 
rey side of the river 1,250 

Length of the road supported 
on brick arches on the Lon- 

don side 400 

Total length from the Strand, 
where the building begins, 
to the spot in Lambeth 
where it falls to the level of 

the road 2,890 

Width of the bridge within the 

balustrades 42 

Width of pavement or foot- 
way, on each side 7 

Width of road for horses and 

carriages 28 

Span of each arch 200 

Thickness of each pier 23 

Clear water-way under tb cniae 

arches, which arc equal...... 1,080 

Number of brick arches on the 

Surrey side 40 

Number of ditto on the Lon- 
don side IG 


There are 320 piles driven into the 
bed of the river under each pier ; the 
length of each pile from 19 to 22 feet, 
and the diameter about thirteen inches. 
There is one pile to &very yard square. 

Soon after was laid the foundation 


of the Southwark Iron Bridge, to 
communicate from the city to the 
Borough, between Blackfriars and 
London bridges. It was carried on 
under the management of the same 
eminent engineer. 

Considerable progress was made 
during this year in the magnificent 
new street reaching northward from 
Carlton House. An elegant new 
church Was compjeted for the parish 
of Mary-le-bonc, 100 feet long, GQ 
wide, and 42 high, with a portico of 
6 Corinthian columns, and capable of 
containing 2,000 persons. It was 
adorned with a very fine picture by 
Mr West, representing the angel ap- 
pearing to the shepherds. It' scarcely 
equalled, however, the splendour T)'5«a 
chapel built for the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists, which much surpasses any chapel 
built for the purposes of the establish- 
ed church. It is lighted with gas 
during evening service, and is capable 
of containing 5000 souls. Consider- 
able improvements were also made this 
car in the neighbourhood of White- 
all. 

An important provincial improve- 
ment consisted in the opening of the 
Tavistock Canal, in Devonshire, de- 
signed to connect that river .with the 
navigable part of the river Tamar. 
It was begun, in 1803, and completed 
at an expense of 70,000/. About a 
mile and a half of the line was through 
a tunnel cut in the solid rock, 450 
feet from the top. The Duke of 
Bedford contributed largely to this 
canal, which enhances veiy much the 
value of his property. 

A more extensive plan ^vas that of 
a canal between Newcastle and Car- 
lisle, by which the two seas were to 
be connected. Meetings w^cre held 
for this purpose at both these cities, 
and a. sufficient sum of monby was 
subscribed for making the preliminary 
investigations. 

During this year a cast-iron bridge 
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of one arcli only, 120 feet span, was 
built at Manchester over the Irwell, 
from Salford to Strangeways. In 
Derbyshire, the plan of Mr Telford 
was adopted for the Runcorn bridge, 
being that of a bridge of suspension of 
1 000 feet span, with two side ones of 
the same construction, each 500 feet 
wide, forming on the whole a range of 
iron 2000 feet long ; the expence of 
w'hich, with the road, wafj estimated at 
10CV^)00^. Acts were obtained during 
this session for erecting a new gaol in 
the city of Bristol ; for lighting with 
gas the city of Exeter ; for paving, 
lighting, cleansing, and improving 
West Cowes, (Isle of Wight) ; for 
rnaking a road from Dewsbury to 
Leeds, in the East Ridingof Yorkshire. 
Notwithstanding the depressed state of 
agriculture, upwards ot fifty bills for 
new enclosures were passed during the 
session. 

In Scotland, the most important 
public undertaking consisted in the 
Union Canal, proposed to be carried 
from Edinburgh, to meet the Great 
Canal at its sixteenth lock, near FaL 
kirk. The advantages expected from 
this measure were not only the transit 
of passengers and goods to Glasgow, 
but still' more the obtaining of lime 
and coal for the supply of Edinburgh, 
from’ the vast helds wh^h were to be 
found upon this line. It was not pro- 
posed to make this of the same dimen- 
sions with the Great Canal, but only 
iitted for vessels drawing five feet of 
water. This scheme was opposed by 
the towui of Edinburgh, and by seve- 
ral great proprietors in the neighbour- 
hood, who Urged in its stead the adop- 
tion of a canal on a higher level, admit- 
ting larger vessels, and extending the 
whole way from Edinburgh to Glas- 
gow, A very warm controversy was 
carried on for some time, and tjie op- 
ponents of the Union Canal had suf- 
ficient interest to picvent its receiving 
the sanction of Parliament. As, how- 


ever, they were unable to procure an 
adequate number of subscribers for 
their own more extended plan, they at 
last agreed to an accommodation with 
the Union Canal subscribers, whose 
measujse passed in the present session 
without opposition. Before the end 
of the year the whole sum was sub- 
scribed, and the operations began. 
The following is Mr Telford’s final 
estimate : — 

Cutting, embanking, puddling, lining, 
dressing banks, and making towing- 

paths L. 93,321 12 2 

Aqueducts, culverts, 
wastes, let-offs, and 
public road bridges, 35,674 12 6 
Locks, stop-gates, ba- 
sins, wharfs, andlock- 
keepers, and wharf- 


ingers’ houses 22,853 10 8 

Reservoirs and feeders, 10,155 7 6 

Land, fences, occupa- 
tion bridges, and tem- 
porary damages, 50,210 9 4 

Carrying the canal and 
basin from Gilmour- 
Place to the west 
side of the Lothian- 

Road 4,399 5 0 

Ten per cent, for con- 
tingencies 21,860 0 0 


Total 17 2 

Arrangements were made during 
this yeari'or securing to Edinburgh a 
copious supply of excellent water. 
Dissatisfaction having been expressed 
at the arrangements made by the Ma- 
gistrates on this subject, the concern 
was vested in a company formed for 
that express purpose, and whose capi- 
tal was divided into shares of 25/., so 
as to enable individuals, by taking 
shares, to cover the cxpcncc of their 
own supply of water. Tlie sources of 
this were about gevea or eight miles to 
the south of Edinburgh, among the 
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Pentland hills, and called the Bkck 
and the Crawley springs, both of ex- 
cellent quality ; the former being par- 
ticularly pure, though not so abundant 
asthe Crawley, which could afford four 
times the supply of Edinburgh: The 
work was placed under the able direc- 
tion of James Jardine, Esq. civil en- 
gineer. 

During this year the arrangements 
made for completing the long suspend- 
ed erection of the College of Edin- 
burgh were begun to be put in execu- 
tion. The Parliamentary Commission- 
ers, consistingof the Right Honourable 
the Lord President, the Lord Justice 
Clerk, the Lord Chief Baron, the 
Lord Chief Commissioner, the Lord 
Advocate, the Right Honourable the 
Lord Provost, William Dundas, Esq. 
M. P. Sir John Marjoribanks, of Lees, 
Bart. Hugh Warrender, Esq. the very 
Rev. Principal Baird, and Andrew 
Duncan, jun. M. D. appointed to ma- 
nage the yearly grant of 10,000/. vot- 
ed by Parliament for this purpose, met 
on Wednesday the 4th December, 
1816, in order to receive plans and 
specifications for the completion of the 
building. The plan of Mr William 
Playfair being adopted, the prize of 
1 00 guineas was adjudged to that gen- 
tleman. The sccoicd prize of 80 gui- 
neas was awarded to Mr Burn. Ac- 
cording to Mr Playfair's plan, the ex- 


terior of the building, as originally 
planned by Adams, is to be retained, 
with very little alteration ; but there 
will be a total departure from the in- 
ternal arrangements. The southern 
side of the quadrangle is to be occu- 
pied almost entirely by the library, 
which will be490 feet long, and one 
of the most elegant rooms in the king- 
dom. The western side is to be appro- 
priated Vo the Museum, and the otker 
two sides are to be occupied chie»'iy as 
class-rooms. The original proposal 
of accommodating the professors with 
bouses in the College, was entirely 
abandoned. 

The Caledonian Canal, which had 
been carried on since iSOf by an a»- 
iiual parliamentary grant of 50,()0(i/., 
was now approaching to its comple- 
tion. Of the three^districts into which 
it was divided, the eastern and the 
western were finished, and the work- 
men were now employed upon the 
middle portion. By the report of 
1816, there had been already expend- 
ed upon this great national undertak- 
ing, 600, 000/. ; and it was expected 
that another 200,000/. would complete 
the navigation from sea to sea. An 
excellent account of this great national 
work, will be found iu Mr Stevenson's 
article on the .subject, iu the Supple- 
ment to the Encyclopedia Britanuica, 
Vol. 11. Part'll. 


EMIGllATION. 


Thi: distresses of the times, and the 
dilliculty of subsistence, rendered emi- 
gration a very prominent feature in the 
transactions of the present year. Amid 
the sullcring which caused and accom- 


panied these removals, some satisfaction 
may be afforded, by considering them 
as the means of peopling and civilizing 
the unoccupied and savage districts of 
the earth, Wc shall endeavour here 
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to collect into one view the scattered 
notices upon this subject which occur 
in the journals of the time. 

The Helen, Wilson, sailed from 
Kirkaldy on the 20th May, for Hali- 
fax, with nearly 100 passengers. Since 
that period the following vessels, with 
emigrants, have sailed from Leith for 
British America, viz. Agincourt, Ma- 
theson, 200 ; Al^^xander, Henry, 44 ; 
Cbiwl Middleton, Ker, 163 ; and Tra- 
falgih*, Mitchell, 78 ; in all 485. On 
the 30th May, about lOO mechanics, 
engaged as settlers on Mr Moodie's 
estates at the Cape of Good Hope, 
•embarked at Leith on board the smack 
Matchless, for London. 

. vSix hundred and seventy-two per- 
sens have this year emigrated from tlie 
port of Hull for Canada. 

No fewer than 517 persons have 
this season emigrated from the port of 
Dumfries alone, and, we believe, consi- 
derably more than 100 have sailed from 
the port of Annan. The Nancy, which 
left the Nith on 7th June, with 119 
passengers, found on her arrival at the 
Carsc, 34 additional adventurers, wait- 
ing at that place to be taken on board I 

We lately mentioned (says thcDiim- 
fries Journal) that the Jessie, cl this 
port, hall sailed with goods and 65 
passengers for British America ; and 
wc have now to add, ^lat the three 
under-mentioned vessels, with goods, 
and 275 passengers, will sail this week 
from this port, for the same destina- 
tion : — Elizabeth, for St John’s, 125 ; 
Augusta, for Miramichi, 115 ; North 
Star, 35 ; Jessie* for St John's, 65. 
Total 310. 

Number bf emigrants that have sail- 
ed froni the port of Belfast for Ame- 
rica, from the 17th of March to the 
21 st of August inclusive; — For Phi- 
ladelphia, 252 ; New York, 331 ; Nor- 
folk, 4() ; Baltimore, 251 ; St An- 
drews, 252 ; Quebec, I0i3. Total 
2149. 


A moral malady, says a continen- 
tal journal, seems to affect the inha- 
bitants of several countries in Europe, 
and that malady is emigration. It 
began its ravages at that period when 
it ought to have found the termina- 
tion of them, in the restoration of ge- 
neral peace — when all sources are re- 
opening to activity and commerce — 
when it is at length permitted us to 
taste repose after 30 years of misery. 
Vainly is it stated that the streets of 
Philadelphia and New York are full of 
unfortunate mendicants, who weep for 
the native land they never will see 
again — vainly do tlie priests and ma- 
gistrates endeavour to check the dis*- 
case. Reason has lost her power, and 
from the mountains of Switzerland- 
and Germany, descend whole families, 
who embark on the Rhine, traverse 
Holland, and are going under the 
Tropics to find there misery and re- 
pentance. 

Amsterdam^ April 30. — There are 
here more than six hundred unhappy 
Swiss and German families, who want 
.to go to America, destitute of every 
thing ; men, women, and children, run 
about the streets begging a morsel of 
bread to keep tliem from starving, 
while waiting theiu departure. Some 
of them who were provided with mo- 
ney to pay their passage, have been 
deceived and plundered by a German, 
who made them belfcvc that he was 
commissiifned to receive (on giving 
them a receipt) part of the passage 
money on account : he promised them 
a good vessel, &c. He made some of 
them proceed to the Helder, the others 
were to embark here ; but in neither 
of the two ports was either vessel or 
captain of the names which he had 
given them. The pretended agent 
vanished last Friday, carrying away a 
sum of money, wliich is estimated at 
several thousand florins, leaving his 
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victims in the most deplorable situa- 
tion. Every measure has been taken 
to discover this swindler, but hitherto 
without avail. 

Jutphaas ( Netherlands ) April 24 !.'^ — 
We have seen pass by this place, at 
different times in the course of this 
year, some thousands of individuals of 
both sexes, coming chiefly from Swit- 
zerland, and going through this com- 
mune to Utrecht, in order to proceed 
to America. This emigration seems 
to augment. Yesterday passed six ves- 
sels, on board of which were twelve 
hundred Swiss families, from the Can- 
ton of Basle. To-day six hundred 
have passed, who arc to be followed 
by a still greater number. 

An inhabitant of this commune, who 
conversed with several of them, found 
that many of them had directed, as 
masters and weavers, the first manu- 
factories of linen, cotton, and silk, in 
Switzerland, and distress and want of 
work were the causes which obliged 
them to quit their country. 

Meniz, June 2 , — From the 16th to 
the end of May, a great number more 
of emigrants has passed down the 
Rhine ; viz, from Baden, men, 
449 women, and 1096 children, in all 
20?)7 ; from Alsace, 21 1 men, 460 wo- 
men, 444 children) in all 845; from 
Wurtemberg, 52 men, 68 women, 69 
children, in all 14>9, making a sum total 
of 6041. The number of them was 
much greater. But as they found at 
Weiseiidu, above Mentz, some hun- 
di'cds of emigrants, who were return- 
ing to their country, who gave them 
a dreadful picture of the misery which 
aw^aited them in Holland, a great many 
of them turned back, or resolved to go 
to Poland. The accounts which travel- 
lers bring from the Lower Rhine make 
humanity shudder. Poor wretches, 
who return in great numbers, have 
been found starved on the road, with 
gruis in their mouths. About Am- 
blciduiii, where it waj louiiJ necessary 


to erect barracks for them without the 
gates, their number is said to have in- 
creased to 3,000, who are almost en- 
tirely destitute of every thing. 

Rotterdam, May 19. — I am just 
arrived from Amsterdam, where there 
are not less than 4000 Swiss and Ger- 
man peasants waiting to embark for 
America, and more are arriving daily. 
The city of Utrecht is crowded with 
these distressed emigrants; and at Afti- 
sterdam there are about 500encaN^pcd 
in the open fields, waiting for the like 
purpose. Their appearance is exceed- 
ingly novel, and they seem to be organ- 
ized in clans, having chiefs, and a gra- 
dation of superiors. At Amsterdam I 
saw them frequently prorncn’ading the 
streets in little bands, with a leader at 
their head. 

Emigrantsfrom Switzerland to North 
Americapassin great numbers by Stras- 
burg. It is said in that town that an 
cx-^reat personage (Joseph Buona- 
parte) who is founding a colony in the 
new world, has agents in Switzerland 
to excite this emigration. 

The number of persons who have 
emigrated from Baden this year, is 
said to be 20, ()()(), of whom about 
2()()() have gone to Poland, and the 
rest to North America. 

Stutp-ardf JuiieSO , — For someweeks 
past we see a, great number of Wur- 
temburgers return, who had quitted 
their country to go and seek their for- 
tune elsewhere, and who are now in 
the greatest distress. Some of them 
return from Holland, or from the fron- 
tiers of that country, 'and of the Prus- 
sian States, where a passage has been 
refused them. Others haVe been only 
to the environs of Mentz, where the 
crowds of their fellow countrymen, 
who were returning home, induced 
them to do the same. 

From Ratisbon, the 17th instant, it 
is mentioned, that on theT4th two 
bodies of Wurtemberg emigrants, con- 
sisting of 4 or 500 persons each, pass- 
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cil through that city on their way to 
ihc borders of the Black Sea. 

'I’wo hundred and eighty emigrants 
from Wurtcmberg are encamped on 
the glacis of Vienna. They were un- 
able to pay for their passage by the 
Danube to Gallatz, and were starving, 
until the .inhabitants of Vienna took 
thej;h under their protection. 

A distressing picture is given in the 
Amc^'ican journals, of the emigrants to 
America from Holland and Germany ; 
and some severe but just remarks are 
made on the conduct of those captains 
^vho are styled the kidnappers of the 
foreigners. A person of some credit, 
plc’ading fhe cause of those deluded 
and unhappy emigrants, terms the 
trade an unhallowed speculation in 
white fneemen’s liberty, wliich lie con- 
siders in the highest degree derogatory 
to the character of the American re- 
public. He avers, — 

J St, 'J'hat such servants as come from 
Germany, at least, are generally igno- 
rant of that humiliating tact, that they 
are to be made dax^es jar ijcau for the 
payment of tlieir passage. 

That they are not driven by fa- 
mine or necessity fronj their native 
country, 'but that they are enticed by 
kidnappers, with false promises of hap- 
piness and gain, superior to any they 
could enjoy in Europe. 

^Id, That the whole business is a 
speculation, even more infamous than 
the slave trade on the coast of Africa. 

4tb, That this iii’uiman traffic is a 
flagrant breach of tlie law of nations, 
and abhorred by every civilized go- 
vernment. 

5th, That the laws in America sanc- 
tioning such an unrcpublican, unchris- 
tian, immoral, and fraudulent traffic, 
are absolutely Uiiconstitiitional, and 
ought, for the honour of the only re- 
maining republic on earth, to be speedi- 
ly and eternally repealed. 


Accounts have been received by the 
.lean, arrived at Annan, from the emi- 
grants who sailed from Scotland the 
latter end of last spring fur America. 
T.flese unfortunate men found them- 
Selves miserably disappointed in their 
expectations. Artificers in wood or 
iron were the only tradesmen in any 
request ; little or no demand for la- 
bourers in husbandry, hewing or squa- 
ring of wood being the only source of 
extended permanent employment for 
any considerable part of the year, and 
the Season for it is now rapidly expi- 
nng,and a long winter coming on, with 
hardly any resources but charity. 

Extract from the report of the joint 
committee of the senate and assembly, 
to w'hom was referred the memorial of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and commona- 
lity of the city of New York, relative 
to the proportion of auction duties 
arising from sales at public auction in 
the city of New York, which was ap- 
propriated to the support of foreign 
poor in that city. 

“ That many foreign artisans land 
in the city of New York ; disperse 
•themselves among the various manu- 
factories established through the coun- 
try, where they seldom gain a settle- 
ment, and when reduced to want, are 
returned to be sup{)ortcd by that city. 

“ That many foreigners who sup- 
port their families during the summer 
months, when emplc^ment can be rea- 
dily obtained, and the necessaries re- 
quiied foi* the support of life are few, 
and easy to be procured, abandon their 
families in the winter vseason, and leave 
them a charge upon the public bene- 
volence. 

“ That onc-fourth of tlie population 
of said city is computed to consist of 
foreigners, who having no relatives in 
this country, are liable, upon the least 
reverse of fortune, to become a public 
burden ; that the emigration from 
Europe during <hc last year to the 
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city of New York alone^ amounted to 
upwards of seven thousand foreigners, 
most of whom are in indigent circum- 
stances ; and that, from tlie total stag- 
nation of mercantile business in that 
city, and the suspension of ifs large 
manufacturing establishments, many of 
those emigrants must, during the pre- 
sent winter, be destitute of employ. 


and depend entirely upon the city for 
relief.” 

The Highlanders have emigrated to 
U pper Canada in great numbers, espe- 
cially from the western parts of Inver- 
ness-shire. In a new settlement up the 
country, more than 1400 are said to 
have been settled during the last year. 
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^JANUARY. 

“ Windsor Castle^Tan. 4. — His Ma- 
,esty continues to enjoy a good state 
of bodily health, and has been general- 
ly tranquil during the last month. His 
Majesty’s disorder remains unaltered.” 

The following official notice was on 
Friday, Jan. 10, issued from the office 
of the Master of the Mint : — 

NEW SILVER COINAGE. 

Royal Mint, Jan* 17, 1817. — 
The new silver coinage being now very 
nearly finished, arrangonv’nts are ma- 
king for enabling all his Majesty’s sub- 
jects in every part of Great Britain to 
Exchange, at the same period, the old 
for the new silver coin of the realm. 
This exchange will commence on or 
before Monday, the 3d February next, 
and all standard silver coin of the realm, 
(however defaced or reduced in weight 
by use) should continue to be given 
and received in payments, for the short 
period that will elapse before the issue 
of the .new silver coin. By this means 
oo interruption of the circulation will 
arise. 

Note.-— T he old silver coin of the 
realm, (however defaced or reduced 
'height by use,) is received in payments 
its nominal value, by all branches of 
the revenue, and at the Bank of Eng- 


land, and will continue to be so, until 
it is exchanged for the new silver coin- 
age. 

« W. W. Pole, 

‘‘ Master and Worker of his Majesty's 
» Mint.” 

Weekly assistance afforded to the 
Spitalfields weavers : — 

The associations distri- 
bute at the dwellings of the 
poor, in sums from Is. to 
Js. 6d. according to the ur- 
gency of their wants, among nca rly 

nearly 6,000 families 1 ,0001. 

For clothing, in addition 
tovariousbenevolenttontii- 
butions, both of old and new 

articles of clothing a 150 

Loss on the sale of jjpout 
7,000 quarts of soup per 
day, or atfbut 40,000 per 

week 250, 

Ditto on sale of cod (from 
three to four ton weight)... 15 

Ditto on herrings (eight 

to ten barrels) 5 

Ditto on rice (a ton 

weight) 25 

Ditto on coals (1,500 

bushels) 75 

Wages and charges 10 

Present weekly^xpcndi- 
ture... 1,5301. 
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On Saturday night, the 20th Jan. 
a tremendous gale was experienced at 
Plymouth, by which several vessels 
were driven on shore, some of which 
are entirely lost, — viz. his Majesty's 
schooner Telegraph under the Hoes, 
two of her crew reported to be lost. 
Sloop-of-war Jasper on the reef of 
Mount Batton, 80 men, women, and 
children drowned ; two marines saved. 
The captain and carpenter were on 
shore. The Princess Mary packet in 
Deadman’s Bay ; the master, his wife, 
two children, and two marines drown- 
ed. Several small craft lighters, &c. 
have sunk in the harbour ; and the 
greater part of the shipping have re- 
ceived more or less damage ; boats were 
seen floating in the streets. 

In the Newlynn pier, the damage 
done to the fishing boats only, is more 
than L.20G0. Unfortunately it was at 
the top of the spring tide, which was 
very high, and swept every thing be- 
fore it. A vessel, supposed from France, 
went ashore to the eastward of Lyme, 
and all the crew perished ; another was 
wrecked to the westward, together with 
17 fiishing boats at the village of Bere*. 
The spray beat over the church spire 
of Lyme at seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the 19th ; at eight, the w^alls. 
Breakwater, and about 200 feet of the 
centre part of the harbour gave way, 
and the stones cutting the cables of the 
ships, seven o^them, besides several 
fishing boats, were driven on shore. 
The damage is estimated atfL.30,000. 

Brighton, Jhw. 12. — Loss of the 
Misletoe Sloop — It is with poig- 
nant feelings of regret, that we learn 
the fact of the loss of this vessel has 
been ascertained by our fishermen. It 
appears, from their testimony, that the 
Misletoe must have sunk in the late 
heavy gales, whilst she was lying at 
^anchor about nine miles off Rotting- 
dean, near this town. The Misletoe 
had been cruizing off this coast against 
smuggler?, and she had a complement 
14* 


of 40 picked men, commanded by Cap- 
tain Blake. Every person on board pe- 
rished ; and what is more remarkable, 
none of the bodies have been washed 
ashore ; this is accounted for from the , 
prevalence of the eastern gales. She 
sunk in nine fathoms water. The masts 
are discernible at low water. 

— .Themeasiireadoptedin Edinburgh 
of a ger\eral subscription, in behalf :.r 
workmen sliffering from the gyfieral 
depression of trade and commerce, has 
been followed in almost every town in 
Scotland, and in general the siibscrip- 
.tions have been liberal. In the course 
of this month, the committee of ma- 
nagement in Edinburgh h^ve had in 
their employment upwards of 1600 
men. The wages were at first one shil- 
ling per day, besides an allowance of 
soup and meal to those who' have fa- 
milies ; but in consequence of the im- 
mense numbers of applicants, the com- 
mittee have been obliged to reduce 
them to five shillings per week. The 
workmen are employed on the Calton 
Hill, Burntsfield Links, and in the 
North Loch. The improvements in 
progress are as follows : On the Cal- 
ton Hill, forming serpentine walks, 
&c. to the Observatory, and Nelson’s 
Monument, and making a spacious pro/ 
menade round the hill, with an easV 
communicatil)!! to the Regent’s Road\ 
for the embellishment of this prome-^ 
nade Baillie Henderson has subscribed 
500 plants, and provided a quantity of 
working implements at prime cost. In 
the North Loch, tte men are sloping 
the bank on the south side eastward of 
the mound ; are to form, the whole in- 
to a bleaching-green, sink wells, &c. ; 
and in Burntsfield Links they are le-^ 
veiling and enlarging the golf-ground. 
Nearly L.7000, including L.IOOO from 
the Prince Regent, has been subscri- 
bed *!already in Edinburgh; in addi- 
tion to which, Mr Allan has subscri- 
bed L.IOOO, the city of Edinburgh 
L.1000,andHeriot’sHospital,L.1000, 
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to be -applied in making the Parlia- 
mentary Road from Picardy Place, to 
communicate with the London Road, 
near Piershill barracks, which under- 
taking will, it is expected, be speedily 
commenced. The committee, by an 
application to government, have ob- 
tained the use of a number of wheel- 
barrows^ spades, &c. which were col- 
^cted at the time of a threatened in- 
v^f^on, and afterwards deposSted in the 
ordnance stores in the Castle* 

“ St James's, Monday^ Jan, 27— 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess 
of Cumberland was delivered at one 
• o'clock this day of a still born female 
child, and is as well as can be expect- 
.ed. ^ “ Henry Halford, 

Charles M. Clarke.” 
—The magistrates and inhabitants 
of Leeds have published a declaration, 
in which they say— 

We behold with detestation, wick- 
ed attempts to produce disaffection to 
the established form of government, by 
exciting popular assemblies, promoting 
political clubs, and thus setting the ig- 
norant and uninformed in judgment 
over their rulers. Men of abandoned • 
character, and desperate fortune, ta- 
king advantage of our commercial dif- 
ficulties; and the unfavourableness of 
the seasons, sow discontent among the 
labouring classes of tht^ community— 
vilify the high authorities of the state 
—dare to use openly language of inti- 
midation, and to disparage the very 
charity, so liberally extended to the 
poor, during this period of unavoidable 
pressure. The dlf&culties under which 
we labour are attributed by them to 
the corruption and mismanagement of 
ministers ; and general suffrage and an- 
nual parliaments (evils deprecated by 
the judicious of all parties) are held 
out as the only correctives ; yet these 
would, in truth, lead to the 'SuUrersion 
of the constitution, and to that disturb- 
ed state of public affairs, which has pro- 
vol. X. PART. II. 


duced the most c:llamitou3 effects in a 
neighbouring nation. 

« We contemplate with peculiar hor- 
ror the organized system which the se- 
ditious have contrived for the further- 
ance of their designs, by the extensive 
circulation of inflammatory tracts and 
pamphlets ; of these some are blasphe- 
mous parodies on the venerated forms 
of our holy religion, and which tend to 
root out of the minds of the unwary all 
fear of God, honour of the King, and 
reverence of the laws. 

Against these wicked conspiracies, 
we consider it the duty of all his Ma- 
jesty's faithful subjects to unite, and 
to (|uell the spirit of rebellion, by op- 
posing to it the firm and dauntless front 
of loyalty.” 


FEBRUARY. 

A dispatch has been received from 
Governor Farquhar, containing a de- 
tailed account of the late destructive 
fire at the Mauritius, from which it ap- 
pears that nineteen streets of Port 
Louis weie entirely consumed. The 
fire was purely accidental, and its de- 
structive ravages are to be attributed to 
its having occurred at the dry season 
of the year, and to the prevalence of a 
breeze, veering wit^iolent gusts from 
time to time during the conflagration. 
Fortunattely, from its breaking out 
early in the evening, few lives were lost; 
but a population of 20,000 persons has 
been reduced to want and beggary by 
the loss of every thing belonging to 
them. Among the public buildings de- 
stroyed are, the Catholic church, the 
barracks for the blacks, hospitals for 
the blacks, prisons for the black8,large 
grain magazine, the colonial marine 
store-house, the public bazaar, the com- 
mercial exchange and building, called 
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the Bou»*sc, the government printing- 
office, the former post-officcj the police 
prisons, the military prisons and guard- 
houses, the out-houses of the govern- 
ment houses, the great cooperage, tb^ 
timber and mast-yard, the weighing- 
yard, the guard-house in front of the 
military hospital, and the guard-house 
of the marine. 

Farther particulars were received in 
a subsequent letter, of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract “ The confla- 
gration which broke out about seven 
o'clock in the evening at Mr Dehais, 
advocate in Hospital-street, did not in 
the commencement give apprehension. 
-—Assistance promptly arrived on the 
spot: but, as you know, Madam Quin- 
cy had in its vicinity an upper roomed 
house that should have been demolish- 
ed ; but whether it was thought the 
progress of the fire could be arrested, 
without proceeding to this extremity, 
or from the profound respect the go- 
vernment has for private property, the 
different chiefs deferred employing this 
last expedient until it became useless 
by the flames making their way into the 
house ; at the same moment the flames 
spread to Messrs Castlelan and Caune’s 
magazines, and thence traversing the 
street, reached the spacious and hand- 
some house belonging to M. Peter, 
notary, which adjoining in the Hue de 
Corderie, all hope was lost of saving 
that portion of t]jp town as far as the 
sea-side. — It was then the tumult and 
disorder inseparable from sifch scenes 
increased with the progress of the fire, 
and all assistance became useless — no- 
thing was then thought of but the sa- 
ving whatever articles of value were 
stored up in the difterent magazines, 
which, conveyed further off, became 
the cause of the fire that suddenly de- 
clared itself in Chapellais' house, and 
spread through that part of the town 
as far as the late M. Dubordc's house, 
near Trou Franfaroiu. — Nothing can, 
my dear sir, convey an idea of the con- 


flagration at the moment of its progress 
through Rue de la Corderie towards 
the Exchange ; and when making the 
circuit of Rues de TEglise and de Paris, 
it in its dreadful course consumed all 
the riches that industry and commerce 
had accumulated in the magazines 
which embellished that quarter of the 
town. 

Finally, after raging twelve hours, 
and when all Ivad disappeared, the co"/- 
flagration was arrested after destroying 
M. Amelin's house. Rues Royale, 
TEglise and Pamplemouses, the left 
side of that of Paris, ending with M. 
Amelins, and including the streets call- 
ed Rue des Dames, de Chalons, de la 
Corderie,la Petite Montague, de THos- 
pital and la Rampe. It is over heaps 
of ashes, that v/e are obliged to pass 
from one quarter of the town to the 
other.’^ 

Radstockf near Bathy March 2. — 
On Friday last, the colliers in the 
neighbourhood of Radstock and Paul- 
ton, collected in a number of about 
3000, and manifested some very serious 
symptoms of riot, and disposition to 
injure the pits and the buildings annex- 
ed to them, which spread the greatest 
consternation through the whole neigh- 
bourhood. Sir John Hippisley, ac- 
companied by his brother magistrates, 
and several gentlemen, repaired to the 
spot, where he pointed out to them, 
in an impressive speech, the enormity 
of their offence. He read the riot- 
act "it had no effect. They then 
proceeded and took possession of seve- 
ral of the works, and sent persons down 
into thepits tocompel those who work- 
ed in them to be drawn up* ; and then 
administered an oath not to work any 
more until their grievances were re- 
dressed ; and threatened that night to 
demolish the works. Sir John and the 
magistrates sent immediately for a 
troop* of the 23d Lancers at Bristol, 
and the North Somerset Yeomanry, 
part of which arrived, and kept order 
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for that night ; and by day-break, the 
whole of the North Somerset yeoman- 
ry were on parade at Stone- Kaston- 
house, and other places pointed out to 
them, so as to render assistance at every 
point where danger was apprehended. 
About nine o’clock, Sir John Hippie- 
ley, accompanied by a numerous as- 
semblage of magistrates and gentlemen, 

N, jjroceeded to Paulton, where the men 
Were said to be, who, onr hearing of the 
approach of the military, retired to 
Clandown coal-pits ; and being pursu- 
ed, retired to Radstock, where they 
made a stand, well furnished with im- 

• mense bludgeons, — and on seeing the 
cavalry approaching, gave three cheers, 

• and called out, “ Bread or Blood ; — 
•Hunt for cverl” The cavalry here 
came up, and filcing off to the right and 
left, surrounded them, when Sir John 
Hippisley and the magistrates came 
into the centre, and addressed them to 
the following effect He wished to 
know what they wanted ? They re- 
plied, « full wages, — and that they 
were starving.” Sir John informed 
them, that the mode they had now 
adopted, by thus unlawfully assem-* 
bling, was the very way to prevent any 
grievances they complained of being 
attended to : that he and his brother 
magistrates were determined to do their 
duty, and do it they viould. Sir John 
stated to them, he was well informed, 
and knew, that their minds were in- 
flamed’by the disaffected, not only in 
speeches, but by parodies on the li- 
turgy of the church, endeavouring not 
only to seduce fhem from their king, 
but from their God. Previous to Sir 
John Hippisley's reading the riot-act, 
he informed these infatuated men, that 
if they continued and remained one 
hour after the act was read, it would 
subject every person remaining to the 
sentence of death. He then rejd the 
riot-act, when four of the principal of 
these deluded men were secured, and 
sent to llchcstcr prison, escorted by a 


detachment of the North Somerset yeo- 
manry cavalry, when the remainder 
dispersed. 

DeCL\ RATION OF THE MERCHANTS, 

Bankers, Traders,&c. of the City 
OF London. — We, the undersigned 
merchants, bankers, traders, and in-' 
habitants of London, deem it to be in- 
cumbent on us to come forward with a 
declaration of our sentiments on the 
present crisis of public affairs. 

We are far from being insensible to 
the evils which at present affect every 
class of the community, more especial- 
ly the lower orders ; we are anxiously 
desirous that every practicable means 
may be used for alleviating their dis- 
tresses ; and we entertain a sanguine 
hope, that the embarrassments with 
which we have to struggle, will, by the 
exercise of a wise and enlightened po- 
licy, be overcome; and that the agri- 
culture, manufactures, and commerce 
of the country, will at no distant pe- 
riod revive and flourish. 

“ We are satisfied at the same time, 
that nothing can tend more to retard 
the accomplishment of our wishes and 
hopes, than the endeavours which have 
recently been exerted, with too much 
success, by designing and evil-minded 
men, to persuade the people that a 
remedy is to be Yound in measures, 
which, under specious pretences, would 
effect the overthrow* of the constitu- 
tion, To these ^yj^deavours may be 
traced the criminal excesses which have 
lately disgraced the metropolis and 
other parts of the empire ; and the 
still more desperate and atrocious out- 
rage which has recently been commit- 
ted against the sacred person of the 
Prince Regent, on his return from 
opening Parliament, in the exercise of 
the functions of our revered monarch* 

“ We cannot adequately express our 
abhorrence of tliese enormities, which, 
if not repressed, must lead to sccnet 
of anarchy and bloodshed, too appal- 
ling to contemplate ; and we feel it to 
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be a solemn and imperious duty we 
owe to our country, to pledge our- 
selves, individually and collectively, to 
support the just exercise of the autho.- 
rity of government, to maintain the 
constitution as by law established; and 
to resist every attempt, whether of 
craft or violence, that may be direct- 
ed against our civil liberty and our so- 
cial peace.** 

Address op the City of Edin- 
burgh,— “ To his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent . — May it please your 
Royal Highness, — ^We, his Majesty*® 
most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Lord provost, Magistrates, and coun- 
cil of the city of Edinburgh, humbly 
beg leave to approach your Royal 
Highness, with sentiments of profound 
respect and attachment to your Royal 
Highness's person and government, 
and to express our detestation of the 
gross outrage oflFered to your Royal 
Highness, on your return from Parlia- 
ment on Tuesday last. 

On this occasion, we feel not con- 
cern alone, but the greatest surprise, 
and the deepest indignation, that there 
should have been found a single indivi- 
dual in his Majesty’s dominions capable 
of so flagitious an attack on the person 
of your Royal Highness; and these, we 
are convinced, are the sentiments of 
every real lover of his country ; and of 
all those, who, like us, duly appreciate 
the blessings whicjp^ll ranks and classes 
of the community enjoy from our in- 
estimable constitution, and wtio feel a 
just and honest pride in belonging to 
an empire which, under your Royal 
Highness’s sway, and through the 
wisdom and firmness of your govern- 
ment, has attained a degree of glory 
and renown unequalled in the annals 
of our history. 

We beg farther to express our ab- 
horrence of the attempts made through- 
out the country, by wicked and dc- 
signingpersonsjto excRe dissatisfaction 
and disorder, and our determination to 


support your Royal Highness’s go- 
vernment, in defence of our invaluable 
constitution, by every means within our 
power. 

Signed in our name, and by ourap- 
pointment, and the seal of the city af- 
fixed hereto, at Edinburgh, this 3d 
day of February 1817. 

William Arbuthnot, , 

“ Lord Provost.*’ 

So rapid and so extensive has been 
the exchange of the old silver for the 
new coinage, that the large hall given 
exclusively by the Bank of England 
for the public accommodation, was 
yesterday nearly empty, and three- 
fourths of the persons employed for 
the purpose of exchange were left en- 
tirely idle. No old coin appears in 
circulation. Thus, in a few days, an 
extensive coinage has been put into cir- 
culation, without creating the least 
confusion. 


MARCH. 

A melancholy accident happened in 
the lead mines belonging to Messrs 
Horner, Hurst, and Co. Leadhills, in 
the forenoon of the 1st instant, occa- 
sioned by the air being rendered im- 
pure from the smoke of a fire-engine, 
placed about 100 feet under ground. 
As soon as the danger was ascertained, 
two miners and the company’s black- 
smith descended to the relief of their 
neighbours below, when unfortunate- 
ly the two miners perished in the hu- 
mane attempt. Many of the miners 
were violently affected, almost to suf- 
focation, but are now out of danger. 
We have since learned, that in all, 
seven lives have been lost by this me- 
lancholy accident. 

— On Saturday night, 23d February, 
about eleven o’clock, eighteen men 
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were taken up under a Sheriff's war- 
rant, in a small public-house at the 
head of the Old Wynd, Glasgcwi and 
lodged in jail for examination. On 
being questioned as to the object of 
their meeting, they declared it was 
solely with a view of concerting mea- 
sures for.ascertaining the question how 
far they -were entitled by law to paro- 

^chial relief. A schoolmaster and a 
writer's clerk were in the company, 
thenrest were apparently very poor peo- 
ple. Seven more men of the last de- 
scription were taken up by warrants in 
^he course of the night, and another 

* on Monday ; in all 26. 

Tuesday morning, the 25th, at six 

• o^clock,*a man and his son, weavers in 
•Anders ton, charged with the same 
crime, were seized in their own house, 
by a party of peace-officers ; but, as 
a crowd collected and menaced them, 
they were unable to leave the house 
until a small party of the 42d arrived 
to afford them protection. The pri- 
soners readily obeyed the commands of 
the officers ; but the crowd, by throw- 
ing stones and bricks, obstructed their 
progress, and it was thought necessary* 
to discharge several shots. No person 
was injured by the ba^s but one boy. 
One of'the police officers had a severe 
contusion from a stone, and some of 
his associates were slightly hurt. Three 
of the most forward of the assailants 
were taken into custody. 

Two or three of these men have been 
since liberated, and several others ar- 
rested. After long and patient exa- 
minationsbefore the Sheriff of Lanark- 
shire, assisted by H. Home Drum- 
mond, Esq. one of his Majesty's depute 
advocates, the following 25 persons 
have been committed for trial, viz.— 
William Edgar, teacher in the Calton; 
John Keith, manager of a cotton-mill 
in the Calton ; James Finlaysop, jun. 
writer's ‘ clerk, Glasgow ; William 
Simpson, spirit-dealer, Anderston ; 
John M^Lauchlane ; John Buchanan ; 


Hugh Cochran ; Hugh Dickson ; 
James Hood ; James Robertson ; An- 
drew Somerville ; John Campbell ; 
Andrew M‘Kinlay; Peter Gibson, 
weavers, or other workmen ; Robert 
Thoiii, weaver, Camlachie*; Thomas 
Sinclair, and William Robertson, wea- 
vers, Govan ; James Shields, weaver, 
Anderston ; John Stewart, weaver, 
Glasgow ; William Murray, and Wil- 
liam Paul, weavers, Calton; James 
Harvey, and Roger Gordon, weavers, 
Anderston ; William Irvin, weaver, 
Calton ; David Smith, cotton- spinner, 
Calton. 

They are accused of a treasonable 
plot or conspiracy, existing in and 
round Glasgow, of having attended 
secret meetings of persons sworn into 
said conspiracy, and of having taken 
or administered secret oaths, in viola- 
tion of 52d Geo. HI. chap. 104. 

Several of these men, including Ed- 
gar and Finlayson, have been since 
brought to Edinburgh Castle, the 
gates of which have been shut ; and 
no person is admitted but those be- 
longing to, or having business in the 
garrison. 

On the 11th March, David Dry- 
burgh, teacher, Carmunnock, and on 
the 12th, John Johnston, warper, Hut- 
chesontown, werd committed to Glas- 
gow jail, by warrant of the Sheriff, 
accused of treasonable practices. 

On Friday, Fe\u28tn, a printer at 
Ayr was brought oefore the Sheriff- 
depute, for printing and publishing the 
speeches and resolutions of the meet- 
ing at Tarbolton, and on giving bail 
for 60/. was liberated, on condition of 
bringing forward the person who 
brought in the manuscript. 

Several printers and booksellers in 
Glasgow have also been arrested on 
charges of printing and publishing se- 
ditious pamphlets; and after being ex- 
amined, were liberated on bail. 

An extra Gazette is published every 
Thursday, filled with loyal addresses 
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and declarations from all parts of the 
kingdom. One lately published, con- 
tains, among many others, an address 
from the established clergy of Lon- 
don and Westminster, wno declare, 
that ** they cannot refrain from* more 
particularly expressing their horror at 
the persevering endeavour, to poison 
the sources of virtuous sentiment, by 
means of blasphemous publications, 
adapted to the capacities of the igno- 
rant, for the purpose of bringing con- 
tempt on religion, and thus preparing 
the way for the commission of the 
worst of crimes.’* 

Dover, March 17. — The Grand 
Duke Nicholas of Russia embarked 
this morning at nine o’clock, in the 
Royal Sovereign yacht, for Calais, after 
having, in the course of the last three 
months, visited most parts of Bri- 
tain. 

— Foreign papers reckon at this mo- 
ment above 800 English families resi- 
dent in the three cities of Florence, 
Leghorn, and Pisa. The number of 
young English who are receiving their 
education in various schools in Italy, 
may be estimated at 1500. 

Numerous bodies of brigands still 
infest the roads of Italy, and render 
them almost impassable. The Italian 
courier, from Bellinioneto Ursern (in 
Switzerland) was assasinated, with his 
escort, near Arcole, on the 26th Ja- 
nuary; nor has hisjjpdy been yet found, 
though his hat, covered with blood, 
was left on the spot. Many of the let- 
ters were discovered in a neighbouring 
wood, and all opened in which the rob- 
bers conceived any money was contain- 
ed. 

D RUR Y- L A N E Th E A TR E. — F rqm the 
official reports of the different commit- 
tees, we learn that. 

In the first year the 

receipts were L. 79,925 14 0 

In the second 68,389 3 0 

In the third 6 1,585 8 5 

Jn the fourtha.M.... 49.586 17 .0 


Being a loss in the four years, of 
L. 30, 319 178.— 

In the last year, compared with the 
first, the diminution in the receipts is 
31,000/. 

It has therefore been proposed and 
acceded to, 

1st. That Drury-lane Theatre be let 
on lease, at the close of the presept 
season, provided an adequate rent be ^ 
offered, and valid securities can be ob- 
tained. 

2d. That the general committee be 
directed to take immediate steps for 
letting the said property. 

3d. That the ger^al committee be 
requested to report the proceedings on 
this subject, at the annual meeting of 
the proprietors in May next. 

In conformity to these resolutions, 
the committee has advertised to let the 
theatre for a number of years certain. 

There are, in all, nine appeals to the 
House of Lords, from decisions of the 
Court of Session, respecting the leases 
of the late Duke of Queensberry’s pro- 
perty in Scotland. The Duke of Buc- 
• cleuch, as the heir of entail of part of 
the Queensberry estates, brought se- 
veral actions for^ setting aside the leases 
on that estate, as being granted in con- 
sideration of sums paid by the tenants 
at the commencement of the leases, in« 
stead of their being let at annual-rents, 
by which means the estates descended 
to the heirs of entail at less than one- 
fifth of their value. In the case of the 
Earl of Wemyss, it is stated, that the 
March estates, which are worth from 
12,000/. to 14,000/. a- year, were let 
at less than 2000/. — the sums paid at 
first, in some instances, having amount- 
ed to ten, twelve, and fourteen times 
the reserved rent ! These appeals are 
to be heard seriatim. The late Duke 
of Queensberry would have realized 
more money, if, instead of taking 
sums or fi^ies for the renewal of the old 
leases, he had let his farms at the fair 
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rents of the time. A friend once took 
the liberty of stating this to the Duke^ 
in the latter part of his life. “ Perhaps 
you are right,'' said his Grace, with 
his usual urbanity of manner, but 
who could have supposed that /should 
have lived till novo T* He was then in 
his 84?th .year. 

^ TII-E PRINCESS OF WALES. 

MilanyMarQh 7. — The residence of 
the Princess of Wales here, %oon after 
her* removal from Como, furnished 
many subjects for conversation. 

Baron Ompteda, who is now Ha- 
overian Minister at Rome, offended 
cr Royal Highness by residing here, 
without any apparent motive for de- 
• lay. SKe allowed herself to fancy, 
that he was directed to linger here by 
the English Minister, at a powerful 
German Court, to watch her conduct ; 
andsheapplied to the Austrian govern- 
ment upon the matter. It is reported, 
that an intimation v/as accordingly 
given him, which was the occasion of 
his leaving Milan ; but this was not 
done so speedily as to prevent his re* 

ceiving a message from Captain , 

one of her Royal Highness's suite ; in . 
consequence of which an affair is 
expected to take place^ though Baron 
Ompteda declined it for the present. 

Any report relative to the inter- 
course of her Royal Jiighness with 
England must, of course, be less cer- 
tain, than information of what passes 
here; l^ut it is added, that she has 
since written to Mr Canning, if not to 
Lord Liverpool, complaining of being 
apparently watdhcd ; imputing her de- 
parture from England to the advice of 
the former gentleman, seconded by her 
own desire, to avoid being the occa- 
sion of any uneasiness ; and concluding 
by a hint at the probability of her re- 
turn. 

1 am not well informed as tathc of- 
fence given to her Royal Highness at 
Como ; but it is not expected she will 


reside there again. The villa cosj^ 
5000/. ; the improvements nearly as 
much. 

In the suite of her Royal Highness 
a^^ actually a few Mamelukes, who 
act ashler guard, and who esoorted her, 
armed at all points, and in full cos- 
tume, whenever she went to the theatre. 
Another person, who is in her employ- 
ment, if not actually in her suite, is an 
Italian lawyer, who is writing her tra- 
vels in the East, which will be publish- 
ed in Italian and in French. 

The Princess did not reside within 
the gates of Milan, but in a villa about 
a mile and a half from it, called the 
Villa- Bergamo, belonging to the Ba- 
ron de Bergamo. Of this personage 
I am not able to give you a perfect 
account, but his sister (formerly a 
house-maid) attends the Princess as 
'Dame d’llonneur^ and the Baron him- 
self acts as Chevalier d^Honneur. 
Some other branches of the family fill 
other situations in the Princess's house- 
hold. The title of Baron was confer- 
red upon him by some German Prince ; 
but the Order of Malta, though pro- 
perly tenable only by persons of noble 
birth, had been obtained for him of 
the Grand Master; and he is also 
Grand Master of the Order of Caro- 
line, instituted by.the Princess. The 
Court at Vienna, having learned that 
he is not noble by birth, has forbiddep 
him to wear the Order of Malta in tfie 
Austrian dominioilf. 

The vsit of her Royal Highness 
to the Ex-lunpress Maria Louisa, at 
Parma, was unexpected. She was, 
however, invited to dinner, but, upon 
her carrying there nearly the whole oi‘ 
her suite, the Austrian arch-duchess 
pleaded the etiquette of the Court of 
Vienna against the reception of them 
at table, and their highnesses dined 
alouc. William Austin was iu the 
number of liei attendants, and the 
Princess aske^ permission of 
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iLouisa to purchase an estate for him 
in the territory of Parma. 

In one of the processions of the 
Carnival, the Princesses coachman at- 
tempted to break the line of carriages 
on the Corso, but was resolutely and 
successfully opposed. Her Royal 
Highness soon after left the neigh- 
bourhood, without giving a grand 
masked ball, which had been an- 
nounced. 

Extract of a letter from Munich^ 
Mar. 11. — Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales arrived here to-day 
from Milan. After looking at several 
hotels for a suitable residence, she 
alighted at the hotel du Cerf. The 
Court offered her apartments in the 
royal palace, but the Princess has for 
the present refused the offer, as she 
has not yet determined whether she 
shall make any stay at Munich. It is 
said, however, that orders have been 
given to prepare apartments for her 
Royal Highness in the palace. As the 
French journals have announced, that 
she will not return to England, we are 
almost tempted to believe that she will 
remain some time at Munich, and that 
she will then undertake some new ex- 
pedition. It must be confessed that 
this Princess is one of the phenomena 
of our age.” 

Spain. ^The earthquake which 

was felt at Baccelona on the 18th 
March at eleven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, was likewise lelt on the same day 
at Lerida, at Saragossa, an£ at Ma- 
drid. At Saragossa it was expe- 
rienced some minutes before, and at 
Madrid some minutes after the shock 
at Barcelona; but in the two latter 
cities much more strongly than in the 
former. At Saragossa the concussion 
was so violent as to throw downapaint- 
ing in the chapel of the Virgin of the 
Pillar, during the performance of mass; 
the people were frightened and fled 
from the church. At Madrid the com- 
ipotipU was still nior^ alarming, and 


was felt particularly at the Royal Ma- 
nufactory of porcelain at the Retiro, 
an edifice almost ruined during the war. 
There it overthrew a wall that killed 
two men. A violent shock was like- 
wise felt at the Palace of Justice. The 
judges who were sitting, deserted the 
hall, which trembled around them. 
The weather at Barcelona continued 
clear and serene, and .the air had re- 
covered its usual temperature. 

This event, it appears, was more 
disastrous than at first stated. By let- 
ters recently received, we learn, that 
not only some villages have suffered by 
the earthquake, but that the whole 
town of Arnedillo, in Old Castile, has 
been buried under the fall of a neigh- 
bouring mountain ; that the whole in- 
habitants have perished, and that no- 
thing but the top of the belfry* is seen 
above the ruin. 

Lausanne^ March 27. — We neither 
in truth know what passes upon or 
under our earth. It trembles every 
where. We are reaping in the midst 
of winter, — it freezes in spring,— the 
thunderbolt falls amid the snow — we 
know no more of the matter. These 
phenomena have been felt over all Sa- 
voy, but particularly at Des Ouches, 
in the valley of Chamouni, where they 
have been attended with great disasters. 
So early as the 17th of January an 
earthquake was felt there. On the 19th 
a second, and on the 20th a third con- 
vulsion. From the Ist to the 8th of 
March, a violent wind from the south 
alarmed the whole valley. On the 8th 
an enormous avalanche destroyed a fo- 
rest of fir trees, and overthrew a house, 
which this forest covered and appear- 
ed to protect. Of five persons, by 
whom it was inhabited, only two es- 
caped : these were children ; the fa- 
ther, mother, and daughter, perished 
in thq snows. On the 1 1 th a great 
earthquake was felt ; the concussion 
shattered the roofs of the churches of 
Des Ouches and St Gervais : it over • 
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turned furniture and vases : its vio- 
lence excited general terror \yhen join- 
ed to the frightful breaking of the 
glaciers. At the same time lightning 
was seen on Motit Blanc^ and a vivid 
• light in an opposite quarter of the ho- 
rizon. On the 11th and 12th, sub- 
terraneous noises were prolonged dur- 
ing.the whole night. Eleven concus- 
sions succeeded, and continued to the 
rising of the sun. On the 13th new 
comrftotions were felt at ten o’clock 
in the morning, a second at 1 1 , a third 
at ten minutes past two in the after- 
qpon, a fourth towards evening, and q 
fifth at midnight. On the 14th the 
shaking of the earth was repeated at 
seven o’clock in the morning, and was 
followed about mid-day with a fresh 
concussion. 

On the 13th, in a village of Chan- 
cey, near Geneva, a lamentable acci- 
dent happened, which appeared to be 
in consequence of these commotions : 
several labourers were employed in en- 
larging the road, and filling up a chasm 
made by the Rhone, when, on a sud- 
den, a hill of sand rolled down and 
buried two of them. 

Liverpool^ March 29. — The inha- 
bitants of Liverpool w^e much sur- 
prised, at the beginning of the present 
weekj to learn that the celebrated Mr 
Cobbet and his two sons had arrived 
at this port, with the intention of em- 
barking for the United States of Ame- 
rica. A passage, it appears, had been 
previously taken for three gentlemen, 
in the ship Importer, Captain Ogden, 
for New York, but their names had 
not been me;ptioned. The Importer, 
with these gentlemen on board, left 
this port on Thursday last,having been 
towed out of the river by one of the 
steam-boats. 

The following is a correct copy of 
his farewell address ■ * # 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

“ Liverpool, March 2f3, 1817. — 

My departure for America will sur- 


prise nobody but those who do not re- 
flect. A full and explicit statement 
of my reasons will appear in a few days, 
probably on the 5th of April. In the 
mean while, I think it necessary for 
me to Aiake known, that 1 liave fully 
empowered a person of respectability, 
to manage and settle all my affairs in 
England. I owe my countrymen most 
sincere regard, which I shall always 
entertain for them in a higher degree 
than towards any other people upon 
earth. I carry nothing from my coun- 
try but my wife and children, and sure- 
ly they are my own, at any rate. I 
shall always love England better than 
any other country : I will never be- 
come a subject or citizen of any other 
state ; but I and mine were not born 
under a government having the abso- 
lute power to imprison us at its plea- 
sure ; and, if we can avoid it, we will 
neither live nor die under such an or- 
der of things. If I have not taken 
leave of numerous friends in London 
and in the country, it was because I 
should have been made unhappy by 
their importunities, and the expressions 
\)f their sorrow. I make an enormous 
sacrifice of property and of feelings; 
but when my heart feels the tugs of 
friendship, and of all the interesting 
objects in Hampshire, it is reconciled 
to the loss, by the thought, that I can 
enjoy them only during the pleasure 
of a Secretary of i^te. When this 
order of things shall cease to exist, 
then I shtfll again see England. 

“ Wm. Cobbett.” 


APRIL. 

ExplosionoftheNorwich Steam 

Packet. On Thursday morning, 

April 3, a melancholy accident occurred 
at Norwich. On^of the steam-packets 
which pass daily from that city to Yar- 
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mouth, having started about nine 
o’clock, with about twenty passengers 
on board, before it had proceeded 
thirty yards, one end of the great 
boiler gave way, with a tremendous 
explosion, by which nearly the whole 
vesstl was instantly blown into atoms, 
little being left but the keel and floor- 
ing ; and, shocking to relate, nearly 
half the passengers fell an immediate 
sacrifice* The mangled bodies of 
eight of them presented a horrid spec- 
tacle to the crowd, which soon assem- 
bled. Six others who had sustained 
serious injury were conveyed to the 
Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. John 
Diggons, the engineer, who was stand- 
ing over the boiler, and in the act of 
fastening a screw, when the explosion 
happened, together with a passenger 
walking on the deck, an infant two 
months old, and one or two women, 
taken out of the river, were amongst 
the few that escaped unhurt ; the in- 
fant was found sleeping at the bottom 
of the vessel, after the wreck had been 
cleared. The magistrates have under- 
taken to investigate the cause of this 
dreadful catastrophe, and there is no 
doubt that it will be found to have 
originated in negligence or error. The 
fire was forced too much in order to 
increase the pow'er of the machinery 
at the first going off, and the weight 
which regulates the safety-valve had 
not been appli^ before the starting 
of the vessel. Notwithstanding this 
shocking catastrophe, the 6ther steam 
packets were full of passengers on 
Monday. 

Paris. — A patient and laborious 
moralist, who is said to be engaged on a 
History of Modern Maniiersy has amu- 
sed himself withdrawing up an epitome 
and classification of all the subjects in- 
troduced during the past year into 
those journals of the Prcnch capital, 
which reckon most on the frivolity of 
the public, and the wdulgcncc of their 


readers. The result of the investiga- 
tion is ^ follows 

In file papers in question the cham- 
bermaids of the Boulevards, and the 
actresses on tours in the departments, 
occupy twelve times as much space as 
the princesses and other distinguished 
females of Europe put together. The 
statistics of the Theatre de Brunet ex- 
ceeds, by twenty-twQ pages, the his- 
tory of the -Session of the two Cham- 
bers. The sum total of the articles 
devoted to the Odeon, vsurpasses by 
one-half all that has been written in the 
same journals on liberty of person and 
of the press, on the finances, commerce, 
and agriculture. Four times as much 
anxiety has been expressed concerning 
the retirement of an actress from the 
Vaudeville, as on the effect of the 
inundations and the high price of pro- 
visions, The performances for the 
benefit of our players fill 1840 pages, 
while 72 lines only could be spared for 
our system of Loans and our Sinking 
Fund. Mademoiselle Mars and Mes- 
dames Duret and Catalani, have had 
for their share two thirds of the whole 
contents of the annals of 1816 ; and it 
is calculated that in 1817, they will 
not have less than four fifths.” 

New banas of brigands have shewn 
themselves on the roads from Rome to 
Naples. Tbe road from Rome to 
Florence is equally infested. The . 
Papal government redoubles its activity 
to re-establish the public safety. 

Milan, March 28. — Between the 
canton of Tessin and the Italian fron- 
tier, a band of robbers has lately assem- 
bled, whose number amounts to nearly 
2000. They chiefly consist of dis- 
banded soldiers, who formerly belong- 
ed to the Italian regiments in Buona- 
parte’s service, and arc headed by the 
ci divanl General Lecchi, who, in his 
mil^tury career, obtained considerable 
renown. 

The depredations of banditti are 
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daily increasing. 1 he three following 
places are infested by bands of rob- 
bers ; namely, the frontiers of the 
Papal territories in Naples, the Spa- 
nish side of the Pyrenees, and the sou- 
•thern frontier of Switzerland; 

—Thursday, April 17, came on, at 
the palace of Holyroodhouse, the elec- 
tion^bf a Peer to sit in Parliament, as 
one of the representatives of the Scots 
nobility, in the room. of George Wil- 
liam, i£arl of Rothes, deceased. 

After the usual ceremonies had been 
* gone through, and the votes marked, 
election was declared to have fallen^ 
an the Marquis of Lothian, by a ma-* 
jority of fifteen, tliere being 
• roll TifE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN. 


• Present 9 

Signed lists 24* 

. —33 

FOR THE MARQUIS OF TWEFBALE. 

Present 4 * 

Signed lists 13 

Proxy 1 

—18 

Majority 15 


PEERS PRESENT. 

•^Marquis of T weeddalc 
Marquis of Lothian^ 

'^Earl of Moray 

^Earl of Home 

*Earl of Haddington 

Earl of Wemyss 

^Earl of Findlatcr and EanlF 

*Earl of Leven 

’^Earl of Marchmont 

^Lord Gray^ 

Lord Torphichen 
=*Lord Elibank 
Lord Rollo 

Those marked thus * voted for the 
Marquis of Lothian. 

The following Peers transmitted 
signed lists to vote for the Marquis of 
Lothian : — • , 

Duke of Bucclcuch 
Duke of Atholl 
. Duke of Montrose 


Duke of Roxburghc 
Marquis of Queensberry 
Earl of Caithness 
Earl of Morton 
^ Earl of Strathmore 
Earl of Kelly 
Earl of Dumfries 
Earl of Elgin 
Earl of Balcarras 
Earl of Aboyne 
Earl of Diinmore 
Earl of Glasgow 
Earl of Portmore 
Earl of Hopetouii 
Viscount ArbulhiioL 
Viscount Dunblane 
Lord Forbes 
Lord Sinclair 
Lord Somerville 
Lord Napier 
Lord Forrester 

The following for the Maiquis of 
Tweeddale 

Duke of Gordon 
Duke of Argyll 
Earl of Errol 
Earl of Eglinton 
Earl of Cassillis 
» Earl of Lauderdale 
Earl of Kinnoul 
Earl of Kintore 
Earl of Aberdeen 
Earl of Stair • 

Earl of Roseberry 
Lord Blantyrc • 

Lord Reay 

Lord Belhaven sent a proxy to the 
Earl of Wemyss, who voted for the 
Marquis of Tweeddale. — Total votes 

Lord Saltoun’s signed list was re- 
jected, for want of a legal formality in 
one of the documents. 

After the election was announced, 
the Marquis of Lothian rose and ad- 
dressed the Peers in nearly the follow- 
ing words 

“ My Lords, I rise to thank you 
for the honour ycRi have done me, and 
1 trust I shall always be found to act 
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worthy of that honour— had it been 
otherwise, I should have had the satis- 
faction to strike my colours to a noble 
hero/' 

— We never had to record a njore 
heart-rending calamity than what oc- 
curred on Monday the 2 1st, on Lavan 
Sands. A number of poor persons, 
consisting of two men, three women, 
and three children, went, as was their 
usual custom at this season, to collect 
cockles on the above sands. The day 
had been remarkably clear, but towards 
the evening an uncommonly thick fog 
arose, of which they were admonished 
to beware before they set out, and it 
was observed very visibly collecting in 
the distant horizon. The consequence 
was, as may be anticipated, they could 
not find their way back, night was 
coming on, and the distance from any 
succour being nearly four miles, their 
cries could not be heard. After wan- 
dering in vain for several hours, they 
all perished on the return of the tide ! 
The coroner^s inquest sat on the bodies 
of these unfortunate sufferers, who 
were placed in Aber church ; and cer- 
tainly a more afHicting sight can hardly 
be conceived — husbands lamenting the 
loss of wife and children, and wives 
lamenting the loss of husbands and 
children ! One woman and a little 
girl are not yet found. The party 
consisted of eight persons : those found 
are, Ellen Roberts and her daughter, 
from the parish of Elanllechid, the 
daughter only arriving last week from 
Liverpool to see her parents, and has 
left an infant only three months old ; 
two labouring men, one with a son, 
and the other with a daughter; the 
last, a little girl only fourteen years 
old, was found kneeling, with her 
hands folded across her bosom, close 
to the prostrate body of her father I 
'I he two men had large families ; one 
had seven children. They were disco- 
vered close together. The sea was so 
calm, and the tide flowed so gently. 


that the men were found with their 
hats on. 


MAY. 

Waterloo Prize Money. — 'I he 
following sums will be issued next 
week, to the gallant officers and men 
who fought at Waterloo, being their 
respective shares of the million of mo- 
ney granted to them as prize money 
by Parliament 

Commander to forces, 

about L. 60,000 0 


General officers 

... 1,502 

0 

0 

Field officers 

... 402 

0 

0 

Captains 

90 

0 

0 

Subalterns 

33 

0 

0 

Serjeants 

19 

0 

0 

Rank and file 

2 

10 

0 


The committee appointed for re- 
ceiving and deciding on the merits of 
the designs offered for the Waterloo 
and Trafalgar monuments, have held 
their final meeting, when Messrs Wil- 
kins, Gandy, and Smirke, attended 
with their designs, exhibiting the va- 
rious alterations suggested by the com- 
mittee. The report to the Treasury 
was agreed on, and the buildings will 
be immediately carried into execution. 
The monuments are each to be about 
280 feet high : the additional cost of 
tlie Waterloo is occasioned principally 
by embellishments and sculpture. The 
design for Trafalgar is a plain octan- 
gular structure, 4*5 feet in diameter at 
the base, raised upon a magnificent 
flight of steps, and surmounted with 
a naval coronet. The Waterloo is an 
ornamental tower of three orders of 
co^imms, around the base of which is 
a circular colonnade. 

The situations for placing the na- 
tional monuments are said lobe, Green- 
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wich for the naval, and Portland-place, 
in the circle next the New-road, and 
facing the Regent^s-park, for the mi- 
litary. 

—The wreck of the Royal George 
at Portsmouth, was examined several 
* times lately in a diving bell, so that a 
■ clear judgment may be formed as to 
the l^est means for breaking her to 
pieces. It appears on an inspection 
of her more interior .parts, tnat her 
timbers which have fallen in and col- 
lapsed, and prevented the constant 
action of the tides upon them, have so 
8trj>ngly imbibed the more corruptive 
ingredients of the water and mud, that 
they are reduced to a fungous state, 
ami ‘emit fhe most offensive smell. 
•"Oite of the channel and chain-plates 
have been brought up and conveyed to 
the Dock-yard. 

The following is from a private let- 
ter : — 

The weather being favourable, 
Mr Fisher went down in the diving- 
bell, with two men, at the time of 
slack water, at Spithead, to examine 
the wreck of the Royal George, and 
at the depth of about eight fathoms 
they made fast a chain to a part of the 
wreck, and sent up a nqte from the 
bell, in a small wooden buoy, with di- 
rections for a six-inch rope to be lower- 
ed to them, which they hooked to the 
chain, for the purpose of this part of 
^ the wrecl^ being afterwards hove up 
to the vessel above. They then con- 
tinued their survey, and were moved 
about in different ^directions, by sig- 
nals given by a certain number of blows 
with a hammer on the inside of the 
bell, which are distinctly heard and 
jiinderstood by the attendants above. 
In lowering the bell down to the full 
extent of the leather hose, through 
which it was supplied with air, about 
nine fathoms, a circumstance occiftred 
which was rather alarming to the spec- 
tators, as the hose gave way, and no 


more air could be supplied. But there 
was no danger in this, as there is a 
valve in the bell, to prevent the escape 
of the air up the hose, and the bell 
itsell* contained sufficient air to last the 
men fort?y minutes, without a’ farther 
supply by the pump ; and Mr Carrol, 
the master of the vessel, who directed 
the operations above,immediately, with 
the greatest coolness, caused the bell 
to be raised to the surface, which ope- 
ration was performed in about seven 
minutes. The hose being made good, 
the bell was lowered a second time, 
when a lieutenant of the Queen Char- 
lotte was admitted as one of the party, 
and they brought up a small piece of 
the wreck. The part of the wreck 
that was slung, being afterwards hove 
up, appears to be a considerable part 
of one of the channels, with a chain- 
plate, the wood work much destroyed 
by the worms, and the iron work much 
corroded. 

Mr Fisher went down again in the 
bell afterwards at the time of slack 
water, to the depth of ten fathoms, 
but the tide soon turning, rendered it 
difficult to steer the bell so as to sur- 
vey the wreck ; it was consequently 
safely hove up again, after being down 
about forty minutes. A gentleman 
belonging to the dock yard, who re- 
quested Mr Fisher to let him accom- 
pany him down, reports, that he felt 
quite comfortable 4§1ow, and that 
there was sufficient light to enable 
him to read^mall print. While below 
he wrote a note, which he sent up as 
a proof of his statement.’^ 

May 10. — The Isle of Man Ga- 
zette of the ult. gives us a shock- 
ing detail of a conspiracy in Douglas 
to murder a Mr Grierson, in which 
six persons are implicated, who have 
all been apprehended, and lodged in 
Castle Rushen gaol, namely. Sir Fran- 
cis Buffer, Bart, of Devonshire, (only 
son of tlie late #udge Buffer) ; the 
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Rev. Godfrey Gilbert Cooper, a na- 
tive of Devonshire ; Anthony Si- 
monds, brother-in-law of Mr Grier- 
son : Henry Roberts, coffeehouse- 
keeper in Douglas ; Alexander (Ro- 
binson, his waiter ; and Richa^rd Rim- 
mer, servant to the Rev. G. G. Cooper. 
Mr Grierson, it appears, had made 
several endeavours to draw his relative 
from the impure society of Buller and 
the others, anil, in revenge, they had 
instigated Simonds to shoot him. Mr 
G. was severely, and, it was feared, 
mortally wounded. 

Birmingham. — On the 15th a most 
destructive fire broke out in this town, 
at the extensive mills called Water- 
Shut mills, which are situate at the 
side of the Birmingham Canal. In a 
few hours, so violent were the flames, 
and so extremely violent in their ex- 
tension, that this vast pile of build- 
ings, which occupy a space of ground 
as large as the Haymarket in London, 
were entirely consumed. The value 
of the property is supposed not to be 
less than 200,000/. 

.—Letters from Upper Austria speak 
of a sect formed there, called Petze*- 
lians, from the name of the founder, 
Petzel, a priest of Brannau. Atro- 
cious accounts are related of this sect. 
In imitation of the Spcnceans of Eng- 
land, they preach the equality and 
community of property, and they sa- 
crifice (I dare scarcely touch upon 
these horrors) men, to purify others 
from their sins. It is added, that this 
sect sacrificed, during Passion Week, 
several men, who died in the most 
horrible torments. A girl of thirteen 
was put to death in the village of 
Afllewang, on Good Friday. Seven 
men have been the victims of this abo- 
minable faith. The author of this 
sect, Petzel, with eighty-six follower.*?, 
arc arrested. Military detachments 
have been quartered in the villages, 
and tranquillity hast, been restored to 


the hearts of the wretched inhabitants. 
Petzel has been sent to the fortress of 
Spielberg. 

Mat / 19. — Moorish Privateers 
IN THE North Seas.— A n occur- 
rence of considerable interest has ta- 
ken place within these few days. Two 
piratical vessels, under the Tunisian 
flag, have had the temerity' to venture 
so far from home as the North Seas, 
where they have made several cap- 
tures. Happily, however, these rob- 
bers have already received some chas- 
tisement from one of our cruizers, the ' 
Alert armed brig, which has not o^’^ly 
re-captured two of their prizes, but 
taken one of their corvettes, of eigh- 
teen or twenty guns, which having 
sent into Margate Roads, she imme- 
diately proceeded in pursuit of the 
other pirate. 


JUNE. 

Hanau, thine 7. — The sectarian 
spirit is very inventive when exerted 
for escaping from the search of autho- 
rity. It is known with what severity 
the police of Bavaria has pursued the 
disciples of Petzel, whose fanaticism 
it was thouglit they had for ever anni- 
hilated. In the mean time, the town 
of Wurzbourg has lately witnessed a 
measure of police, which proves that 
the authorities ought never to repose 
on the pretended docility of sectaries. 
— There were about an hundred of 
them at Wurzbourg, and a good num- 
ber has been seized in aliouse situat- 
ed on the left bank of the Mein, and 
were brought off in several chariots, 
and under a very strong escort. These 
fanatics were surprised, when, clothed 
in (costumes more or less ridiculous 
and fantastic, tliey were about to com- 
mence their mvstic ceremonies, and 
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perhapg the abominations of which 
they have been accused. In these 
disguises they have been brought in. 
It is said that the commune of Heid- 
ingsfield, situated half a league from 
Wurzbourg, is infested with these 

• sectaries. Some persons have been 
' arrested, in .whose houses objects were 

found which caused them to be very 
seriously suspected. 

June 23. — Excessive; . HAat. — 
The l>eat experienced in and around 
the metropolis during the last three 
"*days, has not been equalled in any 
sun^mer during the last nine years. 
Tfie mean temperature in London and 
Westminster has been 83 and 81 in 
the shade, ^nd from 108 to llO in ex- 
loosed situations. This is the tempe- 
rature most usual at Calcutta. In the 
environs of London, vegetation has, in 
consequence, put on a most luxuriant 
and promising appearance within the 
last week, and unless the heat and 
drought continue beyond a reasonable 
period, the crops will be excessive. 
Nine horses lay dead on the Epsom 
road yesterday, from the excessive 
heat of the weather. 

EDiNBuriGir, June ll — On Tues- 
day forenoon, about twenty minutes 
past eleveh o'clock, a tremendous 
storm of hail and rain, with thunder 
and lightning, passed ov^r this city. 
The lightning was remarkably vivid 

• and brilliant ; the hail was in large 
pieces, which, with the rain, descend- 
ed in torrents. The thunder broke 
upon Mr Ballantyne's printing-office, 
which stands lofty'hnd detached. The 
charged cloud, as it rolled to the east- 
ward, struck^ the nearest and highest 
..part of the building, tore a few slates 
from the roof, and dispersed them ; 
but this was almost the only injury 
done; and the lightning now found a 
conductor in the contiguous leaden 
pipe that descended along the waif to 
the ground, where it discharged, at 
die same time, .a torrent of water. At 


the first joint of that pipe, a small 
portion of the outer fold of tlie lead is 
rent, and rolled back like a ribband ; 
and at the next joint, about a yard 
lower, a round hole, nearly three- 
eighths af an inch in diameter, 4s burst 
out, with a projecting and burred edge. 
Nobody belonging to the establish- 
ment was hurt, although the effect 
produced upon those in the house was 
of the most appalling description. At 
the time the thunder broke, the noise 
of the shock was incomparably louder 
than that of the loudest artillery. It 
seemed as if the building were wrapt 
and enveloped in it, and several of the 
men thought they felt the shock. 
The chimney of an adjoining property, 
occupied by Messrs Grieve and Scott, 
as a hat-manufactory, was also struck 
down. A girl sitting near one of the 
windows of the Sessional School, 
Leith- Wynd, was so much affected 
on one side of her face, that it is 
thought she will lose the sight of one 
of her eyes ; and a marine, who had 
been to Musselburgh on duty, was 
also struck by the lightning ; one of 
his sides is so much aficcted, that it is 
likely he will lose all power of it. A 
house at Nottingham-Place was so 
much shaken, that all the bells were 
set a-ringing ; and a woman was struck 
down, but luckily not hurt. The 
large granary at Lochrin distillery 
was also struck, but saved by the 
conductors. A houfb at Saughton, 
about two qpilcs west from Edinburgh, 
has also been struck, but without any 
material injury. We have not heard 
of any lives being lost. Immediately 
after the storm had subsided, the sur- 
rounding heights exhibited for a short 
time all the appearance of winter, being 
capped with siio w or hail- stones. About 
four o'clock another storm passed in 
the same direction, but it was neither 
so violent, nor so long in duration. 

An account of.^the number of per- 
sons now ill conlin- ment in Great 
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Britain, by warrant of eitlicr of the 
Secretaries of State, or of six Privy- 
Councillors, detained under the provi- 
sions of an Act passed in the present 
session of Parliament, for enabling his 
Majesty* to secure and detain such 
persons as his Majesty shall suspect 
are conspiting against his person and 
government, with the places of their 
confinement : — Gaol at Reading, 3 ; 
Tothill-fields Bridewell, 3 ; Gaol at 
Horsemonger-lane, for the county of 
Surrey, 4? ; Gaol at Chelmsford, 4 ; 
Gaol at Gloucester, 2 ; House of 
Correction, for the county of Middle- 
sex, 13 ; Gaol at Exeter, for the 
county of Devon, 3 — Total, 32. 

St Pfc.TERSBURG, June 17- — We, 
Alexander I., by the grace of God, 
Emperor and Autocrat of all the 
Russias, &c. — Desiring to afford to 
the merchants greater means for the 
facilitating and extending their com- 
mercial operations, we have thought 
fit, instead of the now existing Dis- 
count Bank, whose influence, on ac- 
count of the smallness of its capital, 
and the several defects observed in its 
constitution, is of no visible use, to 
establish an Imperial Commercial Bank* 
In consequence of this resolution, we 
have commissioned the Master of Fi- 
nance to lay before the Council of 
State, for its consideration, all the 
plans necessary.to be prepared on this 
subject. Now having taken the advice 
of our Council ot State, we agree as 
follows : — 0 

I. Thirty millions of roubles, of the 
capital of the crown, are placed at 
the disposal of the Commercial Bank. 
[[Here follows the statements of the 
items of which this capital is to be 
formed.]] 

II. The Commercial Bank is allow- 

ed to take money, 1st, on interest for 
circulation, according to the same 
principles as in the Loan Bank ; 2d, 
To deposit and to from one 

person to another, the sums inscribed 


by private persons, according to the 
books of the Bank. 

III. The Commercial Bank gives 
loans on Russian goods, according to 
the principles of the Discount Office, 
and accepts bills, but in this case tak- 
ing the per ceiitage according to the 
course or commercial operations. 

IV. Half of the directors to consist 
of public officers, and half of mer- 
chants.’ 

V. The Commercial Bank shall be 
opened on the Ist of January next 
year. 

VI. At the same time we her^jby 
issue the regulations of the Commer- 
cial Bank, confirmed by us. We take 
it under our protection, and guarantee 
with our imperial word the integrity 
of the capitals which shall be entrust- 
ed to it by private persons,; as aLo 
that the rights of every person to the 
same shall remain inviolate. With 
the opening of the Commercial Bank, 
we shall not fail to increase the re- 
sources of the Loan Bank, and to re- 
gulate it in a manner suitable to its 
destination, in order, by the united 
influence of these establishments on 
the strengthening of private credit, to 
contribute to the extension of agricul- 
ture, of industry, and of commerce, 
and in general to the advantage of our 
dearly belov^ country, in whose pros- 
perity we place the reward of our ex- 
ertions and our glftry. 

Alexander. 

St Petersburgh, June 18 — For 
the improvement of this city, and for 
the convenience of the foot-passengers, 
broad troltoirs of flag- stones are now 
laying down before the houses, in all. 
the streets ; they are separated from 
the carriage-way by a railing of cast- 
iron, which, as the streets are very 
broad and straight, has an extremely 
pleasing effect. 

Richmond Steam Yacht. — O n 
the 28th, about half past six o'clock. 
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the steam boiler, of tlie above yacht 
burst at the top, and injured three 
persona in a dangerous manner. The 
yacht was injured on Saturday week 
in a slight degree, and had been re- 
paired to render it fit to perform its 
passage. It fortunately had no per- 
sons on board at the time the event oc- 
curred, except the persons who navi- 
gafe and conduct it. The shock was 
very great, but the injury dohe to the 
vessel .was very slight. The top of 
the engine boiler was blown off by the 
explosion. The yacht had been pre- 
pared to sail on Monday. The con- 
ductors had been rowing it up th& 
river ; and when it had got about an 
^undred ‘yards above Westminster- 
bridge, the accident unfortunately 
took place. Mr Arnold, the conduc- 
tor or the yacht, was near the boiler 
when it burst, and was injured in a 
shocking manner. Two laborers 
belonging to the yacht were injured 
in a less degree. They were all con- 
veyed on shore by a waterman who 
was near when the accident happened, 
and taken to St Thomas’s hospital, in 
the Borough. 


JULY. , 

Canterbuiiy, Jul^ 2 , — « The Re- 

f ent steam-packet, on her passage from 
iOndon to Margate this day, took fire 
off Whitstable, three miles from the 
shore. The boatidan at Whitstable im- 
mediately put off to her assistance, and 
succeeded in* safely landing all the pas- 
sengers and crew of the vessel ; but a 
very small part of the luggage was sa- 
ved. There were about sixty passen- 
gers on board, and their alarm at the 
tearful situation in which they, were 
placed, may be more easily conceived 
than expressed. Many of the passen- 
VOL. X. PART II. 


gers have reached Canterbury this even- 
ing.*" 

Jtt/y 4.--DREADPtrL Explosion op 
Fire-damp.— On Monday forenoon, 
last, a dreadful blast occurred at Har- 
raion Row pit, belonging to Mr Lamb- 
ton, by which 38 men and boys were 
killed. There were41 in the mine at the 
time, six of whom were brought to the 
bank alive, but three of them died soon 
afterwards. The other three were much 
injured, but it is expected will recover. 
Two of the sufferers were blown out 
of the shaft of the pit (82 fathoms in 
depth,) and their remains were found 
at some distance from the mouth— the 
head of one of them separated from 
the body, and found 50 yards off in a 
corn field ; the back of the head of the 
other was also torn off, probably by 
striking against something in the shaft. 
The shaft continued for some minutes 
to emit a dense cloud of black smoke 
and coal dust, the smell of which re- 
mained on the herbage a mile and a 
half distant from the pit, for several 
hours after. Most of the sufferers lived 
at Painshaw : there are ten of the name 
•of Hill — ^grandfather, one of his sons, 
seven grandsons, and an adopted son. 
Seven widows are left, but tne suffer- 
ers being mostly young, there are very 
few children. Tnie dreadful accident 
was caused entirely by the perverse ob- 
stinacy of a young ^lan named John 
Moody, one of the hewers, who, in de- 
fiance of the orders’Hif the overman, re- 
fused to use Sir H. Davyds lamp, and 
lighted a candle, which was twice put 
out by the workmen whom he was to 
relieve, but he re-lighted it by unsci*ew- 
ing the lamp, and thus sacrificed his 
own and the lives of his companions. 
In his way to the shaft, Cowans, the 
relieved workman, met one of the over- 
men, and gave him notice of Moody*8 
conduct ; but before he could reach 
the place, the fatal blast occurred. — 
Cowans got teethe bank in safety. 
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They were working the pillars” of 
the mine, and none of them were more 
than one hundred and forty yards from 
the shaft. It is to be regretted that 
there is a great indisposition among 
the miner, s to the use of the lanj^pj tiie 
light being rather inferior ; and there 
appears a necessity for some legislative 
provision to prevent the use of can- 
dles entirely in such dangerous places 
as coal mines. — An inquest was the 
next day holden on the bodies. The 
verdict was, ** that the deceased had 

f ot their deaths by an explosion of 
re-damp, occasioned by the using of 
candles, instead of safety lamps, con- 
trary to orders given — On Wednes- 
day afternoon six more men, who were 
reinstating the air stoppings that had 
been swept away by the blast, were suf- 
focated in the same mine, by the after- 
damp (carbonic acid gas) which com- 
monly succeeds the explosion of hy- 
drogenous gas. There were eight men 
altogether whom the fixed air seized ; 
but on the bodies being got out on 
Thursday evening, two were alive, 
though but faint hopes were entertain- 
ed of their recovery. 

— .Statement of the quantity of por- 
ter brewed by the 12 principal houses, 
from July 5, 1816, to July 1817 : 


, Barrels. 

Barclay, Perkins and Co....,...281,484j 

Jianbury and Co 168,757 

Reid and Co....: 157,131 

“Whitbread and Oc* 151,888 

Henry Menx and Co 124*, 823 

Combe, Delafield and Co 110,776 

Calvert and Co 98,301 

Goodwyn and Co 60,307 

Elliott and Co 55,163 

Taylor and Co 42,920 

Golden-lane Brewery 25,756 

Hollingsworth 7,029 


The following is the quantity of ale 
brewed by the seyen principal ale brew- 
ers in London, from the5th July, 1816, 
to the 5th July, 1817: 


Barrels. 


Stretton and Co... 25,051 

Wyatt and Co 18,119 

Charrington 16,886 

Coding.... 12,352 

Hale 7,763 

Ball 7,048 

Whitmore 4,023 


— .The Duchess of Berri was safely 
delivered on the 13th July of a dau'gh- 
tcr; but ‘.he .child only lived two days. 

— ^.The F rench papers mention ahigh- 
way robbery on a grand scale, com- 
mitted by a band of armed ruffians, on 
the great road between Pagney-sur- 
Meuse and Void, in the territory of 
Troussey. The persons attacked are 
said to have been Lord Cianwilliani 
and Captain Gordon, who were travel- 
ling from Vienna to London, by way 
of Paris, and, as the French journals 
assert, on a diplomatic mission. The 
travellers, being taken by surprise, were 
stripped of every article in their pos- 
session ; and then, with their servants, 
they were suffered to pursue their jour- 
ney. The gendarmerie and national 
guards of the district were soon put 
to motion to trace out the robbers, and 
hopes were entertained that they would 
in the end succeed. The ruffians were 
no less than s'even in number ; one of 
whom was observed by Captain Gor- 
don to keep ajt a distance from the car- 
riage, and to be occasionally consulted 
by the rest. Lord Clanwilljam’s losses 
on this occasion were of various kinds, 
and of considerable value. 

— .On the 16th ult, a memorial was 
presented to the Diet at Frankfort, 
from the Senates of the Hanse Towns, 
describing the extensive depredations 
committed by the Tunisian, and other 
Barbary cruizers, in the North Sea. 
The memorial acknowledges with gra- 
titude the interference in several in- 
stances of British men- of- war, and the 
consequent recovery of their booty 
^rom the pirates. The concurrence of 
the other maritime powers of Europe, 
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in adopting measures for restoring the 
security of navigation, is earnestly en- 
treated, and the various evils to which 
any farther submission to the ravages 
of the barbarians must expose the Ger- 
> man nation, are detailed at consider- 
able length. The^Diet unanimously 
. declared, that their respective Hign 
Cpurts and constituents should be in- 
formed of these circumstances, that 
they might take the mostf effectual 
me£fns for the protection of German 
commerce and interests ; and a com- 
mission of five members was immedi- 
ately appointed to prepare a joint opi- 
•'•nion, on which the report or the Diet 
is to be founded. 

» * —.Mr Sadler, junior, ascended from 
the Cavalry Barrack, near Dublin, on 
the 22d inst. at forty minutes past one 
p. M.,.and landed at about a mile and 
a half from Holyhead, at half-past se- 
ven p. M. having crossed the Irish Chan- 
nel in about six hours. Mr Sadler ef- 
fected bis descent in perfect safety, in 
a corn field, being six hours and five 
minutes from the time of his ascent* 
He experienced various contrary cur- 
rents of air, and perfect calms, with the * 
extremes of heat and cold. Mr Sadler 
returned to Dublin this piorning. Thus, 
for the first time, has the perilous at- 
tempt of crossing the Channel been ac- 
complished by a youth* not yet in his 
twenty-second year. 

Berlin. — That fine building, the 
Royal National Theatre, in this city, 
is destroyed. This forenoon, between 
twelve and one, a fire suddenly broke 
out in the right wing, which spread so 
rapidly, that in half an hour the whole 
building was in flames. A violent wind 
blowing towards the buildings of the 
Royal Commercial Establishment, ex- 
cited great alarm for that also, for a 
large firebrand was carried to a part of 
it, and had nearly set fire to two, of the 
houses. 

The keeper of the theatre has saved 
. but few of his effects. It was not pos- 


sible to think of saving the wardrobe, 
the decorations, the library, or the 
music, because in the wing the fire 
broke out there were ten hogsheads of 
clarified oil, which it was also impose 
sible to bring away, and v^hich kept 
up for many hours a tremendous flame. 
We have to thank the activity of the 
firemen and of the police, that the two 
churches, between which the theatre 
stood, as well as the neighbouring 
houses, did not also become the prey 
of the flames. Burning coals, carried 
by the wind, were found in several dis- 
tant streets. The damage is estimated 
at above a million and a half (of crowns 
probably. ) When the post set off the 
lower story was still burning, but the 
greatest danger was over. 

Petersbuuoh. — The erection and 
active support of schools in the whole 
extent of the empire, of universities 
and other establishments of the sciences, 
for which the nation are indebted to 
the wisdom and liberality of the Em- 
peror Alexander, since his accession 
to the throne, has already produced the 
most beneficial results. 

Even in the most remote districts, 
among the uncultivated regions of Si- 
beria, there has been diffused and awa- 
kened, by means of these schools, a de- 
sire for learning and instruction, and a 
taste for mental improvement, as the 
following facts from.the government of 
Irkutsk, which are published officially 
by the Board of National Education, 
will shew : — 

A peasant named Rowoscloff, of 
the village Wolostomask, has expend- 
ed there5000 rubles in erecting a build- 
ing for a school— 565 for supporting 
it for five years, and 402 for the pur- 
chase of books and other necessary ar- 
ticles. Another person of the name of 
Ramaroff, of the 12th class, has con- 
tributed for the support of a school 
for five years 2825 rubles, and for the 
purchase of literary aid, 533. Ano- 
ther heed of a village advanced for the 
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building of a school 1000 rubIcS) and 
for its maintenance for six years 2280. 
Another of the name of Ehamakoff, 
together with his assistant, Ehaltanoff^ 
have contributed a house for a school, 
worth 3000 rubles, for supporting it 
five years 550, and for the purchase of 
literary aids 4*92» 

AUGUST. 

On Friday, August Ist, the Sena- 
tus Academicus of Edinburgh con- 
ferred the degree of doctor in medicine 
on no fewer than 92 gentlemen, who 
had previously gone through the re- 
quisite examinations, and publicly de- 
fended their inaugural dissertations. 
Of the number of these graduates^, 37 
were of Scotland, 18 from England, 
32 from Ireland, three from Jamaica, 
one from Barbadoes, and one from 
Hamburgh. The evidence which this 
affords of the flourishing condition of 
the University at the present time, is 
also a distinguished testimony of the 
great and rapid progress of science and 
intellectual application in the present 
age ; and of the increased determina- 
tion that has been excited in our rising 
generation to those literary and philo- 
sophical acquirements which are neces- 
sary to professional proficiency, and 
the respectable accomplishment of the 
offices of public or of private life. Pre- 
vious to the year F782, when Cullen, 
Munro, and Black, were at the zenith 
of their reputation, and at a period to 
which their pupils fondly refer as the 
Augustan age of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, the number of candidates for 
that profession who graduated there, 
at both the half-yearly sederunts of the 
Senatus Academicus, was scarcely more 
than one third of those who received 
their degrees in that one only which was 
held last week ; and the whole number 
of students of all descriptions who were 
matriculated at the University, even 
while it possessed the attractions of a 


Robertson and a Blair, a Robison and 
a Dalziel, a Ferguson and a Dugald 
Stewart, did not then exceed 300. Last 
session, it has been officially stated, the 
total number of students who matricu- 
lated in their respective classes, exclu- 
sive of those who were entered at the 
Divinity Hall, amounted to more than 
2000. 

— ^.The following account of the state 
of the 'Waterloo subscription, on 31st 
May last, has just been published’: — 
Amount received by the committee, 
and increased by dividends on stock, 
interest on Exchequer bills, and pro- 
fit on stock sold L.518,288 9 11 

appropriation. 

Annuities granted for 
life to the widows, 
wounded non-com- 
missioned officers 
and privates, total- 
ly disabled, and to 
dependent relatives 11,783 0 0 

Annuities granted for 
limited periods to 
the children of offi- 
cers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and 
privates, and to or- 
phans 9,209 0 0 

Total amount of 

annuities L. 20, 992 0 0 


VOTED IN MONEY. 

To the wounded offi- 
cers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and 

privates L.7 1,126 0 0 

To the parentsandde- 
pendent relatives of 
officers, non-com- 
missioned officers 
and privates killed, 
leaving no widows 

or ^children 28,577 0 0 

To the foreign troops 62,500 0 0 

Total amount vo- 
ted in money L. 162, 203 0 0 
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Cape Town, April 3, 1817. — A 
very important conference took place 
between Lord Charles Somerset, at- 
tended by his suite and body-guard, 
and King Gaika, (or Geika^) at the 
• head of 300 armed CafFres ; * when an 
amicable arrangement was formed for 
preventing futuredepredations and con- 
tentions between the colonists and the 
Caffre nation, anil to promote a friend- 
ly intercourse in the way of trade. On 
this dfccasion, Gaika, in the presence 
of, and with the concurrence of the 
other chiefs, agreed to use his utmost 
endeavours to put a stop to the contL 
ifual depredations committed on the 
colonists ; and he consented, that in 
futtire cases of cattle being stolen from 
the colony, and traced to any particu- 
lar Krall, that Krall should be made 
responsible for the cattle, although not 
to be found there, and should be bound 
to furnish from its own herds the num- 
ber of cattle stolen from the colony ; 
he said this would be right and just, 
and would induce the Kralls to give 
up, and not secrete the thieves, as they 
now did. He said he would assuredly 
‘punish with death any Caffre he disco- 
vered plundering the colonists ; and 
added, that he knew that^n Almighty 
Ruler presided over all chiefs, how- 
ever great, and that they were account- 
able to Him for the right and wrong 
they permitted. 

A Caffre, who had been taken in 
the act of committing depredations on 
the Sunday River, was then returned 
to Gaika, and his pardon stipulated for. 
Gaika questioned tim in a most autho- 
ritative manner, and then said, that the 
whole Caffre people were indebted to 
. his Excellency for saving this man’s 
life, for that he should certainly have 
had him put to death, but for the pow- 
erful interference of the 'Koze ’Kooloo 
(great chief.) •, 

The gracefulness with which Gaika 
spoke, was very striking ; and the man- 


ly and decided tone he took, was ex- 
tremely impressive. 

After the conference had termina- 
ted, presents were produced and given 
to /he several chiefs : particular arti- 
cles bad been selected for Gaika and 
his son. His Excellency also present- 
ed Gaika with a beautiful grey horse. 

Particularsoftiie*Eauthquake 
AT St John’s, New Brunswick.— 
This earthquake was felt the 22d ult. 
over all the island of Grand Manan, 
and has been thus described to us : — 
The reporter was awakened just after 
day-break by the shock of a loud 
sound, and a violent shaking of the 
house, at the same instant. The sha- 
king ceased very soon ; but the sound, 
he thinks, continued from 30 to 45 se- 
conds after he awoke, gradually less- 
ening till it entirely died away. Some 
of the inhabitants say it was perceived 
much longer, but the best opinions 
were, that it lasted a full minute. All 
agree in describing the motion as most 
violent, and the sound to have been very 
loud ; the weather at the moment was 
fine and serene, with a light breeze of 
wind from the northward ; the previ- 
ous day it had been uncommonly hot 
for the season. During the 22d, the 
weather continued fine and warm, the 
wind easterly and li’ght. This earth- 
quake we already trace from Boston 
to Portland, St Andrews, and Frede- 
rickton, near 400 mi^fs ; and in another 
line of a similar distance and parallel 
direction, •taking the opposite side of 
the Bay of Fundy in its route, and 
going through Grand Passage, Dig- 
by, Annapolis, and Windsor, extend- 
ing in each end of this line, from which 
we have yet no tidings. 

— .The famous Theroigne de Meri- 
court, one of the regicides, and the 
most blood-thirsty of the heroines of 
the revolution, died within these few 
days in the Hospital for Pauper Luna- 
tics in Paris, wbtre she had lived un^ 
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pitied and unknown for many years. 
She repented sincerely of her horrible 
crimes, and imposed upon herself the 
dreadful penance of pouring a bucket 
of cold water upon her bed of str^w 
every niglit. Nothing but thb most 
robust health could have enabled her 
to endure this punishment. She died 
at the age of 57. She had but few lucid 
intervals, and those were filled up by 
the most heart-rending lamentations. 

Rome, July 16. — ^We have here 
about \5fiQO gentlemen^ for we cannot 
give them the title of lord^ which, ac- 
cording to the notion of the people 
here, is synonymous with rich prodigal. 
These foreigners spend almost nothing. 
They make no purchases, and give ba» 
(copper pieces, worth about three 
farthings) instead oipaolis ( silver coin,) 
when they visit the museums. We ne- 
ver had so many visitors of curiosity, 
and yet the trade in curiosities was 
never so bad. 

Constance, (Grand Duchy ofBa- 
dev) Aug. 8.— It appears that Madame 
Krudner has been refused permission 
to reside in the kingdom of Wurtem- 
berg. After having harangued the Jews 
at Gallingen and Bandegg, whom she 
declared to be the peculiar people of 
God, she arrived here. Not being al- 
lowed to remain there above 24 hours, 
she proceeded, on thelst of August, to 
one of the cantotis of Thurgovia. She 
there awaits the aeswer of the govern- 
ment of St Gall, from which she had 
solicited permission to establish herself 
in that canton. While expecting it, her 
missionaries preach at Houb, some- 
times in the fields, calling the baroness 
a prophetess. She herself preaches with 
all the enthusiasm of an ardent and fa- 
natic spirit. She distributes every day 
bread, and some hundreds of measures 
of economical soup. Her adhei^nts re- 
ceive them on their knees like a gift from 
God. Herordinary^uite is composed of 
about forty persons | tmiong whom are 


remarked, Madame de Berekeim, two 
Protestant ministers, and a lame woman, 
who has brought her a contribution of 
10,000 florins. Her adherents are in 
the habit of saying, “ We call no one ; 
but those who are the elect of God will 
follow us.** 

— .The Edinburgh, Glasgow, and 
Leith Shipping Company’s fine new 
steam-boat, Tug, arrived at Leith on 
Friday morning from Glasgow. From 
the large dimensions of this vessel she 
could not pass-through the Forth and 
Clyde Canal, but came north about 
through the Pentland Frith ; and 
though she encountered most boister- 
ous weather off Cape Wrath, and in 
the Moray Frith, has arrived in perfect 
safety. 


SEPTEMBER. 

In the High Court of Justiciary, on 
the 5th inst. Bernard and Hugh M*- 
Ilvogue, and Patrick M‘Cristal, were 
convicted of breaking into and robbing 
the house of Robert Morris, farmer, 
near Greenock, in March last, binding 
Mr Morris, and committing rape on 
Janet Crawfo»*d, his sister-in-law, and 
Mary Black, his servant. They were 
sentenced to be hanged at Greenock 
on the 10th ©ctober next. 

— .At the Lancaster Assizes, a spe- 
cial jury was appointed to try the Blan- 
keteers, as they were called, from Man- 
chester. When the trial was called on, 
however, Mr Topping, the leading 
counsel for the crown, rose and said. 

That it was not his intention to of- 
fer any evidence against the defendants. 
At the time the charge was preferred, 
Manchester was much agitated ; but 
tranquillity now prevailed throughout 
the county, and a new tone and order 
of things had arisen. That his Majes- 
ty’s government, therefore, never de- 
sirous to prosecute any of the King’s 
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subjects, but in cases where the public 
safety demanded it, thought it unne- 
<Jessary to press any thing against the 
defendants under the present circum- 
stances, and therefore he, Mr Topping, 

* should offer no evidence.*' — The de- 
fendants were accordingly acquitted. 

— j.The Lord Provost and Council of 
Edinburgh unanimously voted a piece 
of plate, value fifty guineas, {o Alex- 
ander Henderson, E-sq. fiVst baillie of 
the city, in testimony of their sense of 
his general active conduct as a magis- 
trate; but in particular for the able 
and gentlemanly manner in which Mr 
feenderson discharged the duties of 
chief magistrate, while the Lord Pro- 
vost was necessarily absent attending 
to the interest of the city in London. 
Also a piece of plate, value one hun- 
dred guineas, . to Robert Johnstone, 
Esq. Lord Dean of Guild of the city, 
as a mark of the respect which tlicy 
entertain of the unremitting attention 
he has paid to the various duties of his 
office, and for his zealous and never- 
ceasing efforts to promote the improve- 
ment and good of the city. 

Earthquakes. — On the 7th ult. 
at twenty minutes past eight A. M. a 
slight shock of an earthquake was felt 
at Inverness ; and again, yesterday 
mornjng, a smart shock was experien- 
ced in the same quarter? This last is 
the fifth since August last year. Like 
some of the others latterly felt, the con- 
cussion was more violent in the districts 
of IJrquhart, Aird, &c. to the west- 
ward of Inverness^ 

Dublin, Sept. 8. — Yesterday even- 
day, about ton minutes after six o'clock, 
as the Belfast day mail-coach, on its 

• Way to Dublin, arrived at Lissen-hall, 
a short distance beyond Swords, the 
coachman found his way obstructed 
by two carts being placed across the 
road. Soon afterwards a body of arm- 
ed men, about ten or twelve in number, 
appeared. The front horses were sei- 
zed, and about the same time the ban- 


ditti fired three shots, one of which 
passed through the hat of one of the 
guards ( Luke Redford, ) and unfortu- 
nately took effect in the back part of 
hi*# head, but, we trust, will not pro- 
duce any very serious result. The pas- 
sengers, eleven in number, seven out- 
side, and four inside, many of them fe- 
males, were then rifled m the most bru- 
tal manner, of all the valuable effects 
and property about them. While the 
robbers were engaged in plundering 
the passengers, a post coach came up, 
in which were the Marquis of Done- 
gal, his son, (Lord Belfast,) and an- 
other gentleman, well armed ; an at- 
tempt was made to stop the post-coach, 
but by the exertions of the coachman 
in whipping the horses over a large 
trunk, they most fortunately escaped. 
They had not proceeded far when they 
met a party of horse patrole, who im- 
mediately went in quest of the robbers. 
A foot patrole had already been sent 
in that direction, in consequence of a 
robbery having been committed the 
night previous at the house of Mr 
Hanney. 

We have the pleasure to state, that 
none of the passengers in the Belfast 
coach have suffered any personal in- 
jury, and also that the entire of the 
mail bags have been fortunately pre- 
served. — As soon as information of the 
robbery arrived in town, a very strong 
detachment of pol^e was sent out to 
scour the country in every direction. 

— .An article from Naples, dated July 
20, says, “The present eruptions of Ve- 
suvius are astonishing. Copper, iron, 
alkalies, acids, sulphur, sulphuric acid, 
chalk, and sometimes ammoniac, form 
salts that are sometimes in a mass, and 
sometimes divided. It is observed that 
copper is very much mixed with volca- 
nic matter ; quantities are found among 
the different kinds of lava. Vesuvius, 
which, since the year 1813, has been 
more or less in aftate of commotion, has 
covered its formei; crater with a thick 
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crust, over which the new eruptions 
have thrown two little mountains, from 
which issue smoke, ashes, and vitrified 
stones. The earth is covered with bits 
of transparent glass. This crust is so 
considerable, that if it is not propped 
up, the sinking of the matter compo- 
sing it will produce an effect like that 
of the eruption which took place in the 
time of Titus. 

Breslatj. — A part of the inhabi- 
tants of this city, belonging to the first 
req^uisition of the landwehr, and who 
were about to be incorporated therein, 
had, from a mistaken view of the le- 
gally prescribed form of the oath, re- 
fused to take it within the limited term, 
and thereby occasioned a delay in the 
administration of the oath to others 
who were willing to take it. The op- 
portunity afforded by this delay was 
taken an advantage of by some of the 
evil disposed among those who object- 
ed to the oath, to gain over a great 
number of those who had been previ- 
ously willing to take it. 

A second limited term being fixed, 
the oath was taken by a few of those 
who had been summoned, but refused 
by far the greater part ; and some who 
had taken the oath were ill treated by 
those who objected to it. The main- 
tenance of the lav's, civil order and 
tranquillity, as well as the security of 
the well-disposed^, rendered it necessary 
to remove promptly some of the mal- 
contents, who hda openly declared 
themselves, and thereby avert their fur- 
ther mischievous influence. 

This circumstance was made a pre- 
text by some hundreds of disorderly 
persons for proceeding to acts of vio- 
lence early on the 23d. Though this 
tumult was soon suppressed by the vi- 
gorous measures which the superior 
military authorities adopted, and the 
judicious co-operation of the magis- 
trates, still the rioters liad sufficient 
time to commit several^ex cesses, and to 
attack some public buildings, which 


they entered. Several of the rioters 
are already arrested, and delivered over 
to the due course of law. These trans- 
actions excited the horror and indig- 
nation of all the inhabitants of the 
town ; and the burghers, through the 
magistrates as their representatives, ex- 
pressed their sentiments to the follow- 
ing effect, viz. : — 

To expel from their body, with 
re-payment of their entrance-money, 
all those who persisted further i.i re- 
fusing to comply with the laws respect- 
ing the landwehr.” 

This honourable declaration of their 
fellow townsmen quickly convinced 
the mal-contents of the impropriety of 
their refusal, and the oath was after- 
wards quietly administered. Order and 
tranquillity was therefore completely 
restored, even on the 23d, and no dis- 
turbance has since taken place. 

— .A steam company in France have 
obtained f’lom the king the privilege 
of establishing a steam-boat navigation 
on all the large rivers of that coun- 
try. The company have already seve- 
ral vessels on the Seine, the boilers of 
which are of copper, and have safety- 
valves, being constructed agreeably to 
the recommendation of the British 
House of Commons. — There is no 
doubt of this mode of navigation per- 
fectly succeeding, with a little more 
experience. 

From the London Gazette , — In 
pursuance of the directions of an act, 
passed in the 37th year of the reign of 
his present Majesty King George III., 
entituled, ^ An Act for confirming and 
continuing for a limited time, the re- 
striction contained in the minute of 
council of the2Gth of February, 1797, 
on payments of cash by the bank and 
also of the several acts since passed, for 
continuing and amending the same. 

J do hereby direct, that there be 
inserted forthwith in the London Ga- 
zette^ the following notice from the 
Governor and Company of the Bank 
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of England, dated 18th September, 
1817, namely : — 

That, on and after the 1 st Octo- 
ber next, the bank will be ready to pay 
cash for their notes of every descrip- 
• tion, dated prior to the first* January, 

1817.^’ 

^‘Chuiles Manners Sutton, 

J Speaker. 

September y 22, 181 7**’ 

— <lThe following official communi- 
cation respecting the power of half-pay 
officers of the British army to hold of- 
fices or places of emolument under their 
6wn or any foreign government toge- 
ther with their half-pay, has been ad- 
•dressed from the War Office to the se- 
veral army agents : — 

IVarOfficey SepL 30, 1817. 
Sir, — It having been determined 
that the regulation by which officers 
are precluded from receiving half-pay 
while holding offices or employments 
- of profit under his Majesty, shall be ex- 
tended to officers on half-pay holding 
similar offices or employments under 
other governments, unless with per- 
mission of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, I am to acquaint you, 
for the information of the half-pay of- 
ficers fof whom you are agent, that 
this extension of the regulation will ac- 
cordfngly take effect fn^m the 25th of 
December next inclusive. I am to add, 
that all applications from officers for 
permission to hold offices or- employ- 
ments under other governments, toge- 
ther with their halt-pay, are to be ad- 
dressed to the b*ecretary at War, for 
bis Royal Highness’s consideration. 

. * I am, sir, 

Yuur most obedient humble servant, 
Palmerston.” 

. OCTOBER. 

Electionof LordMayor. — This 
contest closed on the 6th inst. amidst 


the greatest confusion, and the follow- 
ing were the numbers for each candi- 
date. 

Mr Alderman Smith 2273 

Mr Alderman Atkins 1585 

TheJLord Mayor 827 

Mr Alderman Goodbehere .... 765 
— .The folio winginstanceof horrible 
superstition is almost inurediblein these 
enlightened times ; it is, however, well 
authenticated. 

Tuesday, the 14‘th ult. about 100 
persons, 18 of whom were women, call- 
ing themselves the followers of Joanna 
Southcott, assembled in the wood at 
Forest hill, near Sydenham ; their pur- 
pose was, apparently, some act of re- 
ligious worship, and the following ac- 
count will give you some idea of the 
infatuation of these poor deluded peo- 
ple;— 

On arriving at a spot suitable for 
their purpose, and having formed a 
circle, they began by singing and pray- 
er, which they continued for a consi- 
derable time. They then drew from 
the bag a small live black pigy and hav- 
ing secured its legs, the women divid- 
.ed into two companies, and each fe- 
male gave theanimal nine distinctblows 
on the head with a chopper. This done, 
the men proceeded to beat it with poles, 
sticks, &c. till it was quite dead ; they 
bound it with a strong iron chain, and 
having hoisted it up, they placed a tar 
barrel underneath, and with the aid of 
furze, &c. they sod!l had a blazing fire. 
Having done their utmost to burn the 
pig to ashes, they scattered the re- 
mains over their heads, and trampled 
it under their feet. This was succeed- 
ed again by singing and prayer. I 
begged to have their explanation of 
what 1 had seen; and was informed they 
had copied from the Scriptures 1115 
verses, which prove the truth of their 
doctrines. ‘‘ The daughter of Zion,” 
(as they call Joanna) is gone to Hea- 
ven, they said, till the coming of the 
Shiloh; and as types and shadows 



170 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


COcT. 


were used under the Mosaic dispensa* 
tion as figures of our Saviour, so the 
miracles he performed were only types 
of the Shiloh they expect. I then 
found that the burning of the pig was, 
in other words, the burning and bind- 
ing of Satan, and intended the miracle 
in the 8th of Luke, so that that morn- 
ing theirprophet had cast the evil spirit 
out of each of their hearts, and it had 
entered the swine.— They all consisted 
of poor working men ; and the man 
they called the Prophet or the shadow 
of Shiloh, was in appearance a dis- 
charged seaman.” 

— .Thecoal-ownersof the RiverTyne 
and Wear, the body of them most ex- 
tensively benefited by Sir Humphrey 
Davy's safety-lamps for preventing ex- 
plosions in coal-mines, have shewn 
their sense of the importance of the 
discovery to their interests, and those 
of humanity, by presenting Sir Hum- 
phrey with a very handsome service of 
plate, of the value of nearly 2000L 
The presentation of it took place on 
Saturday, October 11th, when a grand 
dinner was given to Sir Humphrey 
by the coal proprietors and owners at 
the Queen^s Head at Newcastle, where 
the plate was exposed for public in- 
spection, and the designs, taste, and 
execution, equally admired. 

—.Ships continue to be equipped in 
the Thames for^the purpose of con- 
veying officers, non-commissioned of- 
ficers, and private^; to aid the patriots 
in South America. At present one 
vessel is quite ready to sail, having on 
board officers fully equipped, and 200 
privates, to form a rifle corps. Ano- 
ther is in a forward state of prepara- 
tion, and has appointments for a ca- 
valry regiment 600 strong ; a third is 
freighted with the equipments of a 
lancer’s corps. The officers are all 
men who have seen active service, and 
are of every rank, from lieutenant- 
colonels to ensigns. T^jie organization 
and arrangement are so complete, that 


they will be ready for immediate ser- 
vice on their arrival in America. This 
day notices were posted up in several 
coffee-houses in London, inviting pas- 
sengers to go on board vessels waiting 
to sail direct for South America ; thus 
the circuitous route by St Thomas’s, 
formerly taken, is now dispensed with, 
and a great saving, both of time and 
expence, will be effected. 

— .It is a remarkable circumstance, 
that three large whales have lately come 
ashore on the British coast. On the 
20th September, a whale 36 feet in 
length was cast ashore in the Solway 
Frith. On the 21st August, one of 
66 feet 5 inches, came ashore between 
Staxigo and Wick, which the fisher- 
men killed after a labour of 25 hours. 
And on the 23d September, a whale, 
measuring 62 feet, was observed off 
Eyemouth, and towed into that har- 
bour. It is probably the great in- 
crease of ice in the northern sea, which 
drives these monstrous animals to our 
shores. An immense shoal of the species 
of whales called finners, was, on Mon- 
day the 6th instant, observed in the 
river Tay, and coming in contact with 
the east protection wall of the new 
haibour, Dundee, from twenty to thirty 
of them were pursued by people in 
boats, and killed. These animals were 
of different siz^s, the largest not being 
less than 22 feet long. The blubber 
upon all of them is very valuable, and 
w^as from one to two inches in thick- 
ness. 

— .The number of criminals tried at 
the different circuit towns in Scotland, 
has this year been uncommonly great. 
Nine persons have received sentence of 
transportation for various periods at 
Glasgow ; one at Ayr ; four at Dum- 
fries ; one at Jedburgh ; six at Perth ; 
two at Aberdeen, and two at Inver- 
ness. , ‘A number have received sen- 
tence of imprisonment ; several are to 
be banished Scotland ; others are out- 
lawed for not appearing; and some 
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difficult cates have been remitted for broad river or frith for 26 miles t and 


triahto the High Court of Justiciary 
at Edinburgh. No less than 13 per- 
sons (two of whom are females) are 
at present under sentence of death in 
Scotland, viz. — three in Glasgow ; 
four in Edinburgh, (three of whom 
are to be executed in Greenock), four 
in ^yr, and two in Perth. 

—.There were more prisoners for trial 
at the Old Bailey Sessions, which ter- 
minAed on Tuesday, than at any pre- 
ceding session. The number was 476, 
of which there were — 

•Convicted of capital offences 28 


^ Felonies 24*1 

Manslaughter 3 

• 'Frauds*. 4* 

* Acquitted 101 

Total tried, 377 


Remains to be tried at the*) j 
Admiralty Sessions, ....... J 

Ordered to be removed fori ^ 

trial at the assizes, J 

Remain for trial next sessions, 7 
Discharged for want of pro* 7 

Ditto by proclamation, thel 
Grandjuryhaving thrown > 72 
out the bills, i..... j —99 

Total, 476 

• 

An important application of steam 
vessels Jias lately been made in Scot- 
land, and it is said with the most com- 
plete success. It appears, that since 
the opening of the Forth and Clyde 
canal, (upwards of 30 years ago), a 
navigable communication has existed 
between Glasgow and Leith, the port 
of Edinburgh ; notwithstanding which, 
by far the greater portion of the trade 
between these places has been carried 
on by land carriage, at an ex pence 
more than double what it mighs .have 
been done by water. 

This navigable communication con- 
iists of a canal for 29 miles, and a 


it appears, that the obstacle which has 
prevented the benefit being taken of 
such apparent advantages, is the ex- 
treme difficulty of constructing ves- 
sels, which from draught of w«ter, and 
mode of rigging, would answer for the 
navigation of the canal, and at the 
same time be able to centend against 
strong contrary winds in the Frith of 
Forth. 

To obviate this difficulty, a com- 
pany in Leith have equipped a power- 
ful steam-vessel, or tracker, and com- 
pletelyadapted for encountering stormy 
weather. This vessel, which is most 
appropriately named the Tug, is meant 
to track ten other vessels alternately, 
which have been peculiarly construct 
ed by the same company for carrying 
goods along the canal. 

The Tug, which may thus be com- 
pared to a team of horses in the wa- 
ter, tracks these vessels between Leith 
and Grangemouth, the entrance of the 
canal, along which they are tracked 
by horses. But the utility of the Tug 
is not confined to tracking : she has 
•also two commodious cabins, and from 
combining the two purposes of track- 
ing and conveyance of passengers, she 
is able to convey the latter with a de- 
gree of cheapness/ which resembles 
more the track schuyt of Holland, 
than any conveyance; we have in this 
country ; the pass^e in the best ca- 
bin, being for a diliance of 26 miles, 
two shillings ; and in the second, one 
shilling. 

Hurricane in the West Indies. 
The following letter on this lament- 
able occasion, was addressed by the 
Colonial Secretary of St Lucie to the 
Governor of Barbadoes : — 

St Lucie, October 1817. — My 
Lord. — His Excellency Major-Gene- 
ral Seymour, being unable to address 
your lordship, in consequence of the 
very serious injury he received during 
the hurricane of the 21st instant, (and 
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I am 8orr5r to add, Tcry little hopes 
are entertained of his recovery), of 
which his excellency has directed me 
to give your lordship the particulars, 
and earnestly to entreat your lord- 
ship’s asdstance and support towards 
ameliorating the situation of the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of this island, 
not one of whom but has suffered se- 
verely thereby. 

Scarcely a dwelling or negro house 
is left standing ; the mills and out- 
standings, either unroofed or razed to 
the ground ; nearly the whole crop 
of canes torn up by the roots, and the 
face of the island, which was luxuri- 
ant on the 20th, now bears the ap- 
pearance of an European winter. 

^ ** The town of Castrees is nearly in 
rpins, and the vessels, about 12 sail, 
are on shore, not one of which is ex- 
pected to be saved. The whole of 
the buildings of Morne Fortunee, and 
Pigeon Island were blown down, with 
the exception of the magazine and 
tanks. 

His excellency and family were 
taken from under the ruins of his re- 
sidence, (the commandant’s quarters) 
where he remained in the hope, that 
it would liavc resisted the gale ; but 
he has unfortunately suffered for his 
imprudence. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord> 
your Lordship’s most obedient ser- 
vant, 

“ i. R. Baines, 
Colonial Secretary. 

P. S. — Since writing the above, 
I am sorry to acquaint your lord- 
ship, that fears are entertained, that 
General Seymour cannot pass forty- 
eight hours. 

“We understand Major Burdett 
and family are killed. 

“ Accounts have at length reached 
us from Dominica, whence every ves- 


sel was driven to sea by the ktc hur- 
ricane, and they had not returned%^hen 
the Robert mail-boat, that arrived 
here on Sunday, left that island. The 
interior of the country had likewise 
suffered ’so materially, that unless 
supplied from other settlements, the 
dread of famine appears tabe enter- 
tained. 

“ Captain Elliot, pf his Majesty’s 
ship L’/imapnder, was making every 
exertion with his boats, and those of 
his Majesty’s ship Childers, to relieve 
the vessels on shore in Carlisle Bay.^* 

Extract of a letter dated St Pierre^ 
Martinique^ Nov. 10. — “ On the 21 sL 
of October, this colony was visited by 
the most furious hurricane ever wit- 
nessed here. The details of this sad 
disaster would be equally long as pain- 
ful. The loss of nearly 1000 lives, 
25,000 hogsheads of sugar of the pre- 
sent and next crop ; incalculable losses 
in buildings, animals, and the neces- 
saries of life, have occasioned a gene- 
ral desolation, independently of the 
great anxiety caused by 9-lOths of the 
shipping which were in the different 
ports of the island, being either wreck- 
ed, damaged, or missing. St Lucie 
and Dominica have equally suffered ; 
the tempest reached also St Vincent 
and Granada. Its ravages extended 
to Guadaloupe, as well as Porto-Rico 
and its neighbourhood, though in a 
less degree. The loss experienced by 
Martinique alone, may be very mode- 
rately calculated at 25,000,000 francs, 
exclusively of the shipping : the works 
and buildings of entire parishes were 
razed to the ground. It lasted 26 
hours, 12 of which with such. incon- 
ceivable fury, as to produce all these 
disasters, and to destroy buildings 
which had withstood all former hurri- 
canes. It will require many years be- 
fore the colony can recover itself from 
this heavy calamity.” 
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Berlin, Nov. 1.— Yesterday, on 
the great festival of the Reformation, 
• some scenes of Werner’s famous drama, 
• Luther were performed in the 
theatre here. 

ijis Mr Mallausch, who acted the 
part of Luther, appeared, some voices 
exclaimed, Down with the Reforma- 
tion !*’ Soon many voices joined, but 
the greater part of the public greatly 
' disapproved of this interruption, which 
however increased, so that it was ne- 
cessary to drop the curtain ; and it 
was not quieted till the police, assisted 
by ‘the gens d’armes, arrested about 
ten students, and conveyed them to 
prison. The public was so incensed 
against them, that even when arrested 
it was difficult to prevent their being 
ill treated. After order was restored,^ 
the scenes were all acted, and will be 
repeated to-day. 

The students assembled on the 
Wartburg, October 18, with Profes- 
ser O’ Ken at their head, who assumes 
the air of a new political Luther, 
burnt the writings of Messrs Von 
Haller, Kotzebue, Dub^low, and se- 
veral other meritorious writers ; they 
also committed to the flames, in con- 
tempt* of standing armies^some articles 
of military uniform ; and in scorn of 
the Princes, the Act of Sacred Al- 
liances. 

To the honour of the students of 
Berlin, we must add, that they had 
not the smallest sltare in tins literary 
auto da Jc, but felt tlie most profound 
contempt for it. 

, Newfou^jolaniw — 'I’his ill-fated 
colony was twice in the course of last 
month visited by conflagration. The 
first, on the 7th of November, ' broke 
out late at niglit ; and the hepses 
being almost all of wood, the rage of 
the flames was not stayed till 135 
Jiouses were burnt to ihe giound, ren- 


dering houseless about 1100 inhabi- 
tants, and destroying property to the 
value of nearly 500,000/. The west- 
ern half of the town then remained as 
a shelter to the wretched sufferers ; 
buf, on the 21 st, the fire agsdn broke 
out in this quarter, and destroyed the 
greater part of it. Only a few lives 
were lost, and these of wretches who, 
degraded enough to seek for plunder 
in the ruin of their fellow creatures, 
perished miserably by the burning 
timbers falling upon and destroying 
them. These calamities, there is rea- 
son to believe, were not the effect of 
accident, but the work of some vile 
incendiaries, several of whom, as we 
have already stated, paid the forfeit of 
their crime with their lives. Many 
persons, who had just recovered from 
the effects of the fire in February 
1816, are among the sufferers on the 
present occasion. One house, that of 
Hunter and Co., has sustained loss to 
the extent of 30,000/. ; and the store- 
houses of many other extensive mer- 
cantile concerns have been consumed, 
to the number of 23. Great appre- 
hensions were entertained, that this 
awful calamity might be followed by 
the more dreadful one of famine ; and 
Vice-Admiral Pickmore had, in the 
mean time, prohibited the exportation 
of all provisions, till it should be ascer- 
tained what supply would be required 
to prevent the colony from experien- 
cing this additional^iisfortune. 

— .It ista remarkable circumstance, 
and certainly matter of deep regret, 
that in the month of October 1817, 
it should have been found necessary to 
execute eleven persons in Scotland. 
On the lOlh, Bernard and Hugh Mac- 
ilvogue, and Patrick Macristal, were 
executed at Greenock, for the crimes 
of stouthrief, rape, and robbery. On 
the 17th, William Robertson and Jo- 
seph Cairns, for robbery and theft, 
aggravated by a^aiilt and housebreak- 
ing, and Margaiet Crossan, for wilful 
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and malicious fire-raising, suffered the 
same sentence at Ayr. On the 29th, 
William Mackechnie, and John Mac- 
ormick, for shopbreaking, and Free- 
bairn Whitehill, for robbing a carrier, 
were hanged in Glasgow. And on 
the Slst, G. Wylie and M. Clark, for 
housebreaking and theft, suffered death 
at Perth. Most of these wretched 
convicts were under 80 years of age, 
and all of them behaved with becom- 
ing penitence for their crimes, and re- 
signation to their punishment. 

—.At the last Warwick assizes, 
Abraham Thornton, a small farmer in 
the neighbourhood of Birmingham, 
was tried, and acquitted, on a charge 
of murdering a young woman, named 
Mary Ashford, whom the prisoner 
was supposed to have first violated, 
and then thrown into a pool of water. 
The acquittal of this man having pro- 
duced great dissatisfaction, the rela- 
tives have again prosecuted him by 
appeal, at the suit of William Ash- 
ford, the deceased^s brother. When 
brought into the Court of King's 
Bench yesterday morning, the defen- 
dant pleaded “ Not guilty,** adding. 
And I am ready to defend the .same 
by my body and throwing down, 
at the same time, one of a pair of new 
gloves he had on his hands, according 
to the ancient mode of challenge. The 
validity of this.plea remains yet to be 
decided ; but, in the mean time, it has 
excited an extraordinary degree of in- 
terest, on account of its n6velty, and 
more particularly from the disparity 
of strength between the appellant and 
defendant, the former being a slender 
lad about 17, while the Tatter is a 
strong built man of the age of 80. 
The counsel for the appellant have 
argued, That the right of challenge 
only remains with the accused party, 
when there is nothing else to support 
the charge but the assertion of the 
accuser; whereas, in this case, they 


contend that there are strong pre- 
sumptive proofs of the defendant's 
guilt. Should this counter-plea, which 
is to be argued next term, not be sus- 
tained, either the appellant must give 
up his charge against the defendant, 
and be liable to him in damages, or a 
day of battle must be appointed, in 
which the parties, armed with batons, 
must fight each other in the presence 
of the Court. .If the defendant kill 
the appellant, or can maintain the fight 
till the stars appear in the evening, he 
is acquitted ; if he give up before that 
time, he is to be hanged immediately ; 
and if he be killed in the fight, it is 
considered the justice of Providence 
upon him. If the appellant give up, 
and cry ‘‘ craven 9 ^^ he is declared in- 
famous. (See Blackstone, Vol. IV. 
p. 312.1 There has been no wager 
of battle in this country for several 
centuries. The last awarded was in 
the time of Charles I., and then the 
commission was revoked. In the pre- 
sent case, Ashford has declared, that, 
should the Court award the combat, 
he will fight to the death in revenge 
for his murdered sister. 

The Princess Charlotte. — 
Claremont 9 Nov A, — Her Royal High- 
ness was in good health till a late hour 
last night, when she found herself in- 
disposed, wliAch continued tillSd'clock 
this morning, when Sir R. Croft, her 
accoucheur 9 who has been in constant 
attendance for the last three weeks 
upon her Royal Highness, had no he- 
sitation in pronouncing that the symp- 
toms were those of her accouchement. 
In consequence, a number of servants, 
who had been for some time kept in close 
attendance in thdr riding dresses, and 
their horses in readiness for them to 
mount, were dispatched at a quarter 
past 3 o’clock, in various directions, 
to summon the different Privy-Coun- 
cillors, who, it had been previously 
arranged, were to attend, according to 
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court etiquette, and for Dr Baillie.— 
Directions were given to the messen- 
gers to make all possible speed, which 
they strictly attended to. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, Prince 
Leopold has passed the day in the 
greatest anxiety in the house, as well 
as all the ^oyal attendants and domes- 
tics,* with the state officers, and others. 

Prom the neighbouring towns and 
villages, the most earnest and solicitous 
inquiries have been constantly made 
during the day. 

Claremont y i clock p. nu — The last 
report of Sir Richard Croft to the 
Bri vy-Councillors assembled here, was) 

The progress of her Royal High- 
ness the PVincess Charlotte’s illness, is 
in every respect as favourable as could 
be wished." 

The following was the circular com- 
munication of Wednesday night, rela- 
tive to the Princess Charlotte : 

Claremont, Nov. 5, — Her Royal 
Highness made little progress yester- 
day.” Communications were sent off 
to the Prince Regent, and other 
branches of the Royal Family. At 
night, on the suggestion of Sir Richard 
Croft, Dr Sims was sent for, that he 
might be in readiness to be consulted if 
necessary*. At 3 o’clock this morn- 
ing, Dr Sims arrived here from Lon- 
don. ' This morning, ajittle before 8 
o’clock, the Privy-Councillors, assem- 
bled here, had a consultation with the 
medical gentlemen in attendance, when, 
in consequence of the protracted state 
of the illness of the Princess, the fol- 
lowing official report or bulletin was 
drawn up. 

Claremonl, Wednesday morning, 8 
6* clock- — “ The labour of her Royal 
Highness the Princess Charlotte is 
going on very slowly, but we trust 
favourably. 

(Signed) M. Baillie. •, 

** Richard Croft. 
John Sims." 


Claremont j Nov. 5. half past 5. p.m» 
— *‘The labour of her Royal Highness 
the Princess Charlotte has within the 
last three or four hours considerably 
advanced, and will, it is hoped, within 
a few hours be happily completed.” 

(Signed as before.) 

Claremont, Nov. 5. d quarter past 9 
in the evening. — “ At 9 o*c1ock this 
evening, her Royal Highness the 
Princess Charlotte was safcly deliver- 
ed of a still-born male child, and her 
Royal Highness is going on favour- 
ably." 

(Signed as before.) 

At ten another bulletin was issued, 
which at least seemed to remove all 
apprehension as to the personal danger 
of her Royal Highness. It is as fol- 
lows. 

Claremont, Nov, 5. 10 o^ clock p,m. 
— At nine o’clock this evening, her 
Royal Highness the Princess Char- 
lotte was delivered of a still-born male 
child. Her Royal Highness is doing 
extremely well,” 

• (Signed as before.) 

Lord Sidmouth to the Lord 

Mayor. 

* 

Claremont, Nov. 5, half past 9 jti. m. 
— My Lord, I haw the honour to 
inform your lordsh^, that at 9 o’clock 
this evening, her Royal Highness the 
Princess Charlotte was safely delivered 
of a still-born male child, and that her 
Royal Highness is going on favour- 
ably. 

1 have the honour to be my. Lord, 

** Your most obedient servant, 

« Sidmouth. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor." 

Whitehall^ Nov, 6« 6 a, rw.— “ My 
Lord, it is with the deepeet sorrow 
that I inform y®ur Lordship, that her 
Royal Highness the Princess Char- 
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lotte expired this morning at half past 
2 o’clock. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ SlDMOUTH.*’ 

“ The Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor/’ 

‘ ♦ 

The following letters contain the 
details of this afflicting event. 

Claremont, 6 o'clock this mornings 
(Thursday.) — “ On Monday, in the 
night, or about 3 on Tuesday morn- 
ing, her Ro^l Highness was taken ill, 
and expresses were sent off to the 
great Officers of State, the Archbi- 
shop of Canterbury, and the Bishop 
of London, desiring their immediate 
attendance. Earl Bathurst, Lord Sid- 
mouthjthc Lord Chancellor, Mr Van- 
sittart, together with the Archbishop 
and Bishop, immediately attended. Dr 
Baillie and Dr Croft were the medical 
attendants. During the whole of 
Monday, the labour advanced slowly, 
but without the least appearance of 
danger. The Princess Charlotte shew- 
ed uncommon firmness, and the utmost 
resignation. Towards evening, as the 
labour still lingered, it was deemed 
adviseable to send for Dr Sims, who. 
arrived in the middle of the night. 
Nothing could be going on better, 
though too slowly ; and the excellent 
constitution of the Princess gave every 
assurance that she would not be too 
much exhausted, by the delay. No 
language, no panegyric can be too 
warm for the mafnier in which the 
Prince Leopold conducted himself. 
He was incessant in his attendance, 
and no countenance could more deeply 
express the anxiety he felt. Once or 
twice he exclaimed to the medical 
attendants, ‘ that the unrepining pa- 
tient endurance of the Princess, whilst 
it gave him comfort, communicated 
also a deep affliction at her sufferings 
being so lengthened.' 

About six o^clock yesterday, the 
labour advanced more rapidly, and no 
apprehensions were entertained of any 


fatal result ; and the child was ascer- 
tained to be still living. At 9 o’clock 
her Royal Highness was delivered of 
a male child, but still-born. Through- 
out the whole of this long and painful 
labour, her Royal Highness evinced 
the greatest firmness, and received the 
communication of the child being born 
dead, with much resignation. Prince 
Leopold exclaimed to the medical at- 
tendants^ as. soon as the intelligence 
was communicated to him, TJiank 
God \ thank God, the Princess is 
safe.” The child was perfect, and 
one of the finest infants ever brought 
into the world. The Princess was 
composed after her delivery ; and 
though of course much exhausted,, 
every hope was entertained of her 
doing well. This pleasing intelligence 
being communicated to the great Offi- 
cers of State, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and the Bishop of Lon- 
don, they left Claremont about eleven 
o’clock ; the medical attendants of 
course remaining. A little after 12, 
a change was observed in her Royal 
Highness — her quiet left her — she be- 
came restless and uneasy — and the me- « 
dical attendants felt alarmed. Ex- 
presses were sent off, we believe, to 
the Officers 'of State, stating the 
change that had taken place. From 
half past 12, restlessness and convul- 
sions increased, till nature and life were 
quite exhausted, and her Royal High- 
ness expired at half past two this morn- 
ing. Prince Leopold was with her 
Royal Highness at this agonizing mo- 
ment.” ' 

ANOTHER LETTER FROM cIlAREMONT. 

Claremont^ Thursday inorning<i 9 
6* clock. — “ Her Royal tiighness, after 
her delivery, had expressed herself re- 
signed. to the child being dead, most 
piously observing that it was the will 
of God. She continued remarkably 
well from 9 o’clock ( the time of her 
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delivery) till past 12 o’clock, proba- 
bly a quarter past, when the medical 
gentlemen, Drs Baillie, Croft, and 
Sims, considering that she could not 
be doing better under the circum- 
stances, retired to rest. Her Royal 
Highness took some gruel, and ex- 
pressed herself inclined to sleep ; how- 
ever, on the gruel being given to her, 
she expressed .herself to find a diffi- 
culty in swallowing it.- 'jfhe Prin- 
cess* afterwards complained of being 
very chilly, and of a pain at her 
stomach. The nurse, Mrs Griffiths, 
considering her Royal Highness’s 
>complaints to require the advice of 
the medical gentlemen in attendance, 
the Doctors were all instantly called 
up. 'J'heylost no time in giving their 
attendance, but human assistance was 
of no avail. Her Royal Highness’s 
attack continued unabated, and she 
expired about half past two o’clock, 
in a severe attack of spasms. 

The indications of grief were uni- 
versal throughout the country, when 
the death of her Royal Highness was 
known ; and measures were instantly 
adopted in the city for giving public 
and official solemnity to the internal 
feelings. The Lord h^ayor summon- 
ed an especial meeting of the Court 
of Aldermen, which took place at 
Guildhall ; when it was unanimously 
agreed, that the fitting up of Guild- 
hall for Lord Mayor’s day next, should 
be immediately discontinued, and the 
preparations already made for the pur- 
pose removed. Public notice was also 
directed to be given for abolishing all 
show and rejoicings on that day. 

In the more immediate vicinage of 
Claremont, the symptoms of sorrow 
were still more strongly marked. The 
houses of Esher and Kingston, where 
preparations had been made for bone- 
fires, on the safe delivery of the.Prin- 
cess, were actually shut up, as if a 
death had happened in almost every 
family there. 
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The Lord Mayor ordered the great 
bell of St Paul’s to toll, as is custom- 
ary when any of the royal family 
die. The tradespeople of the royal 
family, by a spontaneous movement, 
shut lip the windows of th^ir shops. 
Lord Sidmouth also sent to suspend 
performances at the different theatres, 
and orders for a general mourning 
were given. 

The body of this lamented Princess, 
with that of her infant son, were em- 
balmed on the 7th, according to an- 
cient custom, and lay in state at Clare- 
mont till the evening of the 18th, 
when they were removed, in a private 
manner, to Windsor, attended by the 
afflicted Prince Leopold, and escorted 
by a party of the 10th regiment. 

Wednesday the 19th was the day 
appointed for the funeral, and by a 
spontaneous feeling of deep and sin- 
cere grief for the dead, and sympathy 
and respect for the living, it was ob- 
served throughout every part of the 
kingdom, with all the devotion of na- 
tional grief and humiliation ; business 
of every kind being suspended, and 
almost every church of every denomi- 
nation being opened for public wor- 
ship, and crowded by persons of all 
ranks, clad in mourning. 

In the evening/ crowds assembled 
from all quarters, to the interment of 
the Princess. Vehicles of every de- 
scription were employed to convey the 
thousands who issued from the metro- 
polis to Windsor ; and hundreds who 
could not afford, or could not procure 
conveyance, hurried thither on foot. 
At half past eight o’clock, the quick- 
ened tolling of the bell announced the 
removal of the royal remains from the 
Lower Lodge at Windsor, to the 
vault of interment at St George’s 
Chapel. The hearse, drawn by eight 
black horses, and preceded by two 
troops of the blues, entered the castle 
gate at a quarter before nine ; ninety- 
nine of the royal servants, in state 
• M 
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liveries, with torches, and twenty-four Leopold returned to Claremont almost 


mutes, accompanying the body. Ele- 
ven coaches belonging to the royal 
family, with six horses in each, fol- 
lowed the funeral procession. 

The procession was conducted with 
the utmost solemnity. The choristers, 
as soon as it made its appearance in the 
chapel, began to chaunt the solemn 
service of “ I know that my Redeemer 
liveth.*’ The canopy, which was of 
an immense length, followed the cho- 
risters, moving at a very slow pace ; 
and being borne high in the air, 
had a most imposing effect. Prince 
Leopold followed the coffin, as chief 
mourner, and his appearance created 
deep interest. Though he made evi- 
dent efforts to preserve calmness, yet 
he every now and then burst into a 
flood of tears. He walked along with 
unsteady steps, and took the seat pro- 
vided for him at the head of the coffin, 
between the Dukes of York and Cla- 
rence* During the service, his Serene 
Highness preserved a fixed but down- 
cast look towards the coffin of his be- 
loved wife, never once raising his eyes 
to the assemblage. His distress, how- 
ever, was tolerably subdued, till the 
awful moment when the coffin was 
gradually lowered into the vault, when 
he was alarmingly* moved, but by a 
strong effort seemed also to conquer 
this emotion. T^e usual anthems were 
then chaunted with due solemnity ; 
and the office of bifrial being conclud- 
ed, Sir Isaac Heard, Garter Principal 
King at Arms, after a short pause, 
protdaimed the style of her late Royal 
Highness ; and the mourners walked 
back, though without the state accom- 
paniments. The melancholy ceremony 
was concluded before 1 1 o’clock, but 
the chapel and avenues were not com- 
pletely cleared till 12. Windsor was 
then full of bustle and confusion, the 
carriage-ways being blocked up with 
vehicles of every description. Prince 


immediately after. 

Carr Rock Beacon . — We are 
much concerned to learn the loss 
which the shipping of the Friths of 
Forth and'Tay have sustained by the 
fall of the Carr Rock beacon — a work 
in which the Commissioners of the 
Northern Lighthouses have been en- 
gaged for the last five years. This 
building was visited by one of the ship- 
masters in the lighthouse service on 
the 10th November current, and was 
then found to be in perfect order ; but 
on the evening of the 14*th, a very 
heavy swell of sea came ashore, and on 
the 15th, the ^rround swll still conti- 
nued, with foggy weather, 'and the 
rock could not be discerned till the 
afternoon of that day, when the sea 
was observed to break upon it with 
much violence, and it was then disco- 
vered that a great part of this build- 
ing had been thrown down. 

The Carr Rock forms the extreme 
point of that dangerous reef of sunken 
rocks, extending about two miles from 
the shore at Fifeness, which has been 
the cause of many shipwrecks, not- 
withstanding all the improvements 
adopted on this part of the coast ; — 
a circumstance which has rendered the 
erection of a beacon upon it a work of 
very considerable interest. 

The Beacon Rock is 72 feet in 
length, but its greatest breadth is only 
23 feet. At high water of spring 
tides, the foundation of the building 
is at least 16 feet under the level of the 
sea. The beacon is circular, measur- 
ing 18 feet in diameter at the base; 
the height of the masonry was 36 feet, 
and from thence to the ball on the 
top of the cupola, it measured 5 feet 
more, or 41 feet in all. The stones of 
this building were curiously indented 
into one another, and the several courses 
were connected by joggels,* while the 
beds of the stones were let into each 
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other in such a manner, that these in- 
dentations formed so many girths or 
bands round the building. For greater 
safety, and to avoid any weakness in 
the walls, the beacon was so construct- 
ed, that the entrance door tvas above 
the balcony, being placed immediately 
under the. cupola, the ascent to which 
wa*s by means of a trap -ladder. The 
interior of this tower was designed for 
a T'ide machine^ to be employed in con- 
stantly tolling the large bell, which 
was to form the cupola of the build- 
ing. By this contrivance the mariner 
was to be forewarned of his danger 
•under night, and in foggy weather*; 
where a beacon of the common form 
would haVc been comparatively of less 
use. By this means also the building 
was to be guarded from accident, by 
the too near approach of vessels. 

Upon the whole, there was some- 
thing in this undertaking which gave 
it a particular interest with the cu- 
rious, while it was calculated to render 
so much benefit to the mariner, that 
we cannot help again regretting that 
it had not succeeded to the utmost, as 
preparations were just making for the 
construction of the machinery, from a 
model long since made. 

This building is understood to have 
cost about three thousand pounds, and 
bade* fair to possess all tjie advantages 
of a most excellent and complete land- 
mark. When, therefore, we appre- 
ciate its value, either by the inconve- 
niences which shipping must sustain, 
in consequence even of its temporary 
removal, or consider the boldness of 
the design, and the energy and econo- 
my widi which it has been pursued for 
no less than five successive seasons, we 
still hope that some means or other will 
be devised for pointing out the place 
and dangers of the Carr Rock. 

The loss of this improvemenUupon 
the coast will be severely felt by the 
shipping interest, especially of the 
Friths of Forth and Tay : but as we 


have just learned, that several of the 
courses of the masonry are still quite 
entire on the rock, and these the most 
expensive and difficult of erection, ha- 
ving required more than three of the 
live seasons to complete then!, we may 
yet hope that at least a solid and per- 
manept beacon of stone will be placed 
upon this fatal reef, whieh would doubt- 
less prove highly useful, though not 
possessed of all the advantages of the 
proposed Tide-machine. Along with 
a solid beacon, the security of the ex- 
tensive shipping on this coast may be 
still further promoted, by means of 
cross or leading lighls upon the island 
of May, distant about six miles from 
the Carr Rock ; so that the mariner, 
having these in view, may the better 
know his position under night, and so 
be enabled to make free with his course. 
This may in some degree be consider- 
ed as stretching a cord or band of light 
across the Frith, from the Isle of May 
to the foul grounds at Fifeness, and 
would be such a direction for the 
Carr Rock, under night, as is provid- 
ed and found to answer at the Fern 
•Isles, for the Goldstone Rock, near 
Holy Island, on the coast of Nor- 
thumberland. 

La Rochelle, iVou. 13. — A case too 
much like that of Rhodez, in the atro- 
city of the crime, has been tried by the 
Court of Assizes of that department. 

A Sieur Ballanger, of St Xandres, 
near Rochelle, a worthy man, was 
found on»the 9th of November last, 
assassinated in his house, with his 
daughter, his son, and their female 
servant. T ne father had received seven 
wounds in defending himself against 
the assassins, and had been at last dis- 
patched with a butcher’s knife, which 
had cut across the left carotid artery, 
inclining towards the heart. The son, 
extended and carefully covered up in 
his bed, had died of a single wound, 
which cut the, carotid artery trans- 
versely, as is the practice in bleeding 
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a calf or sheep. The daughter and 
servant maid, lying back to back in 
the same bed, and in the attitude of 
sound sleep, had been bled in the same 
manner as the son. 

It was long before the perpetrators 
of these horrible crimes were discover- 
ed. Some indiscreet expressions led 
to the appreherfsion of those who had 
used them ; and their declarations, 
after a laborious investigation, led to 
the knowledge of the real culprits. 

These wretches are two brothers, 
named Brunet, united by the ties of 
guilt, as well as blood. The elder 
Ii#d at the distance of a short league 
from the Ballangers ; he affected a 
friendship for them, visited them fre- 
quently, borrowed money of them, 
and never repaid them with any thing 
but words. 

Two hundred witnesses were exa- 
mined concerning this business. From 
the proceedings it appears that the 
Brunets were absent from home on 
the night of the assassination, and had 
not returned till the next morning be- 
fore day-light ; that they immediately 
washed their bloody clothes in water, 
which was completely reddened by it, 
and which they threw into a privy ; 
that they possessed knives similar to 
those the blades of which were found 
in the bodies of the victims ; that four 
or five days after the murder, they 
had paid many of ^heir creditors ; that 
they paid them in pctits ecus only, a 
coin of which the elder Balhmger had 
received a considerable quantity only 
a few days before his death ; that the 
Brunets having mentioned persons of 
whom they pretended to have received 
this money, were convicted of false- 
hood in this particular ; lastly, that 
several of those same pieces were found 
still spotted with blood. The accu- 
sed having been declared guilty by a 
majority of the Jury, the whole Court 
of Assize united itselfito this majority. 


and sentenced them to suffer death. 
They were executed this day. 


DECEMBER. 

Edinburgh, Dec. 2. — A most nu- 
merous and respectable meeting of the 
inhabitants, convened by public adver- 
tisement, took place on Tuesday, in 
Merchants* Hall, which, before the 
hour appointed for business, became so 
crowded, that it was found necessary 
to adjourn to the Freemasons' Halk 
The purpose of the meeting was to 
consider what measures it would be 
proper to take in regard to the build- 
ings now erecting, and proposed to be 
erected, on the North Bridge, in vio- 
lation of the original plan of the New 
Town, 

Professor Playfair having been call- 
ed to the chair by acclamation, Mr 
James Stuart rose, and stated his ap- 
plications to the Lord Provost, Sir 
William Rae, the Lord Advocate, 
and Mr Jardine, with the view of 
holding this meeting in a more regular 
and convenierjt form. These had been 
unsuccessful, though Sir William Rae 
had expressed his cordial concurrence 
in the object of the meeting. Mr 
Stuart then proceeded, — 

“ I believe, sir, I may venture to 
say, that the grandeur and beauty of 
this city depend not more on the sin- 
gularly diversified and picturesque na- 
ture of the objects which surround it, 
than on its own interior arrangements, 
connected with the varied character of 
the ground on which it stands. It is 
this circumstance which renders it so 
hazardous to attempt to rear buildings 
without method and without plan — 
without consideration, and without 
taking counsel from those whose taste 
and judgment might enable them to 



Dkc.H 


CHRONICLE. 


181 


decide upon improvementa, according 
as they are suitable or otherwise to 
the character of the place. We, sir, 
have the best reason for thinking that 
the inhabitants of the city half a cen- 
tury ago, and also the ToiVn-council 
at that period, were fully aware of the 
danger to be apprehended from this 
c^se ; for although the Town-coun- 
cil at that peripd (1766) obtained the 
act of parliament for e>x tending the 
royalty of the New Town, a consider- 
able time was spent in deliberation, 
and it was not till the following year 
that the plan was finally adopted. 

•• “It is well known to many gentlemen 
present, that about the middle of the 
last century, there existed, not in this 
city alone, but all over Scotland, a 
spirit for the improvement of this city, 
which has hardly ever been surpassed. 
A national subscription took place, 
and parliamentary commissioners, to 
superintend the erection of public edi- 
fices, were appointed, among whom 
John Duke of Argyll, and James Earl 
of Morton, a nobleman eminent for 
public spirit, as I have heard, took 
the lead. Among other buildings 
projected and directed by them, was 
the Register Office ; and Lord Mor- 
ton, who was Lord Clerk Register, 
obtained a large grant of money for 
erecting that most usef*il and splendid 
edifice. Those commissioners con- 
cluded their labours by paying over 
some tliousand pounds, the balance of 
the unappropriated funds in their 
hands, to the Town-council, to assist 
them in building the North Bridge. 
The Town;Council of that day did not 
act upon, or even adopt the plan for 
the . New Town furnished by Mr 
Craig, architect, though it was uni- 
versally approved of, until they had 
the sanction of the commissioners, 
whose powers were expired, -gf the 
celebrated Mr Adam, and committees 
from the Supreme Courts, Faculty of 
Advocates, .and Society of Writers to 


the Signet. Having adopted this 
plan, they advertised in the newspa« 
pers, that it would lie open at the 
Council Chamber, for the inspection 
of such as inclined to become feuars ; 
add upon the faith of this •plan, the 
feuars of the New Town contracted 
with j:he Town-council. 

No long time, however, elapsed 
before the T own-council was actuat- 
ed by different motives from those 
which had influenced their predeces- 
sors in 17679 and, as Lord Mansfield 
afterwards expressed it, profit became 
the word. Instead of adhering to Mr 
Craig^s plan of the New Town, which 
was not only to be found in the Coun- 
cil Chamber, but was engraved, and 
in the hands of the inhabitants, and in 
fact the public property of every citi- 
zen in Edinburgh, they granted feus 
upon the very spot to which it is now 
our business particularly to refer, viz, 
the ground opposite the north-east- 
most row of houses in Princess-street, 
and between it and the North Loch 
upon the south. In fact, a row of 
houses began to show itself where St 
Ann’s-street lately stood, and where, 
in Mr Craig's plan, you will find a 
row of trees instead of a row of houses. 
These houses no sooner appeared, than 
the feuars took the alarm, and repre- 
sented to the Town-council that such 
buildings were a violgition of their con- 
tract with the town ; but they were 
for the time satisfied by assurances 
that those feus were granted in order 
to remove the hazard arising from the 
precipices occasioned by the working 
of the quarries in that quarter, and 
also that the feuars were restrained 
from raising the chimney tops of the 
houses to be built so high as the level 
of Prince's street. But as soon as 
the feuars found that feus had actually 
been granted upon the south side of 
Prince’s-street itself, without any re- 
striction as to. the height of the build- 
ings, they, in the month of September 
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1771, obtained an interdict to stop the 
feuars from proceeding with their 
buildings, which interdict was finally 
confirmed by the House of Peers on 
the 10th of April 1772. Upon this 
occasion Lord Mansfield delivered a 
speech, in which he expressed the ut- 
most indignation at the conduct of 
the Magistrates and Town-council 
of the city of Edinburgh/* (Here 
Mr Stuart read two extracts from 
the well known speech of his lord- 
ship. ) A compromise was then entered 
into, by which the buildings were to be 
discontinued ; and all future attempts 
to erect others on the same site, were, 
it appears, succes.^fully resisted. Mr 
Stuart then comes to the one now 
made, on which he remarks : — 

“ It is right that you should be aware, 
thatintheycarlSlL^’^^ctofparliament 
was passed, appointing commissioners 
for building the Regent Bridge, and ex- 
ecuting the other magnificent improve- 
ments. Yet, sir, did the Magistrate s of 
this city, in the year 1816, without any 
previous communication with the com- 
missioners joined with them by the 
act in 1814, pursue measures tending 
necessarily to lessen the value of these 
feus on the Regent Bridge, to the 
price of which the acting commis- 
sioners alone lookdd for indemnifica- 
tion for their heavy advances, and ena- 
bling them, according to their con- 
struction of the aqt they applied for 
and obtained, to erect buildings of 
greater height than was perrtiitted by 
the act of 1814, and of such height as 
to deprive us of the splendid prospect 
of the city and public buildings, which 
the works in progress on the Calton- 
hill gave us the prospect of so soon 
enjoying. Nay more, without notice 
to any one of the feuars of the New 
Town, and especially to those feuars 
whose real right of servitude was ex- 
pressly declared in the charters follow- 
ing the date of the dts^rcet-arhitral ; 
witliout notice m the Edinburgh Ga- 


zette, or in the Edinburgh Evening 
Courant, they applied for and obtain- 
ed that statute, by the provisions of 
which they conceived themselves en- 
titled to proceed with the erection of 
buildings on both sides of the bridge. 
(Hear, hear ) — Hespccting that bar- 
gain, sir, I am sorry to say, that I 
am not enabled to make that full dis- 
closure which it was m.y wish to have 
given, and I’ am therefore bound to 
state how this has happened. 

“ I thought it my duty, sir, to wait 
upon the Lord Provost on Thursday 
last, with the letter to wliich I have 
referred, requesting his lordship to** 
call this meeting, and it is but fair to 
his lordship that I should state, that 
he received me with that politeness 
and attention which was due to an in- 
habitant of this city coming on such 
an errand. I Jis lordship very candidly 
led me to expect that 1 was to receive 
all the information upon the subject of 
the letter which I delivered to him ; 
but, sir, I soon afterwards found, upon 
applying to the City Clerk, that I was 
to get no paper of which I could not 
previously specify the date : I repeat, 
sir, of which I could not previously 
specify the ejate. (Ilear^ hear ) — I 
remonstrated against such a rule, for 
I was told it was the general rule of 
the office, but* I remonstrated unsuc- 
cessfully, though I informed the City 
Clerk, that all I wanted was^to see 
every entry in the council-books rela- 
tive to St Ann’s-street^ at the sight 
and under the direction of himself or 
any of his clerks. In this situation I 
required the City Clerk, b^y letter, to 
give the inspection which I demanded. 
My letter was communicated to the 
Lord Provost, and I received a verbal 
answer to it, through the City Clerk, 
informing me that his lordship was 
really.desirous to give me the informa- 
tian I w’anted, but that the rule of the 
office could not be dispensed with. 
Along with this message a parcel of , 
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papers relative to the transaction in 
question was put into my hand, of 
which he allowed me the perusal^ and 
of which he allowed me to take notes 
in his own official room. I would not, 
sir, be acting with that fairfless which 
is due to the gentlemen concerned, if 
I did not at once admit, that in that 
parcel of papers I found most of the 
very singular, .and, as I think, valu- 
ab’e information to .us at»this* moment, 
which it is now my duty to communi- 
cate to the meeting. The first docu- 
ment which arrested my attention, upon 
looking into the papers put into my 
•Viands, was a private and confidential 
agreement entered into betw^een the 
then Lord Provost Arbuthnot, on 
the part of a committee of council on 
the one hand, and Messrs Wilson and 
Clcghorn, the proprietors of St Ann’s- 
street, on the other, dated, and pray 
mark the date, on the \6th of January 
1816; private and confidential I call 
it, because I find it so designated in a 
memorial sent by Messrs Cieghorn and 
Wilson to the council, on the 27th of 
March 1816 ; and farther, because 
months elapsed after this date before 
the inhabitants of this city knew any 
thing of its existence. ^ 

Thfe feu-duty is ascertained by the 
agreement ; but those parts of the 
agreement to which I 4 :hiefly wish to 
call the attention of this meeting, are 
the three following articles, which, be 
it noticed, were agreed to by the 
town before they applied for or ob- 
tained that act of parliament, which, 
according to thfir construction of it, 
places them in a different situation 
from that in which the opinion of their 
learned counsel left them in 1812. 

The articles to which 1 allude are 
the 4th, 6th, and 7th : — 

4th, Measures are to be concerted 
between the town and the proprietors, 
for obtaining the necessary warrant 
for executing the projected improve- 
ment, so as. to obviate any opposition 


from parties who may consider them- 
selves interested. 

6th, In the event of any opposition 
proving successful, so as to stop the 
execution of the plan altogether, and 
thht the projected improvenients can- 
not proceed, the present agreement is 
to fall. The damage to be claimed 
under the clause of warrandice being 
limited to the damage and loss actual- 
ly suffered by the proprietors. 

7th, In the event of its being ne- 
cessary to have the sanction of an act 
of parliament, it is agreed that the ex- 
pence shall be defrayed mutually, pro- 
viding that both parties agree that an 
act is to be applied for. 

In prosecution of this agreement, 
the act of parliament was actually ap- 
plied for and obtained, in the year 
1816, authorizing the Magistrates and 
council of this city to erect houses and 
buildings on the Earthen Mound, and 
to contract with the proprietors of 
houses and areas in St Ann’s-street 
and Canal-street, in order that build- 
ings may be erected within twelve 
feet of the parapet walls of the north 
end of the Bridge. 

It is the last provision of the act 
on which the Magistrates found their 
right to erect that unseemly pile of 
buildings which so much deforms the 
city. 

“ The act was obtained without refe- 
rence to any plan, and the confidential 
agreement, so faf as I recollect, is 
equally silent upon that subject. I 
find no trace of any proceeding upon 
the act, after it was obtained, till the 
9th of September 1816, on which day 
it would appear that the feiiars had 
transmitted plans to Mr Robert John- 
ston, who was then, I presume, Dean 
of Guild. There was a meeting of 
the committee and council upon the 
17th September thereafter, at which 
they state themselves to be duly im- 
pressed with the necessity of buildings 
in such a valuable situation, being in a 
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style suited to the same ; and there- 
fore resolve that it will be proper to 
procure designs from Messrs Elliott 
and Burn, architects, the town of 
Edinburgh and the feuars, each to de- 
fray one- half of the expence of the 
designs. 

The feuars seem to have taken fire 
at this resolution on the part o*f the 
town, and they communicated their 
dissent from it in a letter written by 
them to their law-agent, and which 
was communicated by him to the town 
on the 28th September. Part of their 
letter, alluding to the resolution of the 
Town-council relative to the new de- 
signs, runs thus : — ‘ It only remains 
for U8 to declare, that we now consi- 
der the preliminary agreement between 
the town and us as no longer binding 
upon either party.* 

“ It would afterwards seem that Mr 
Crichton, who had drawn the plans 
submitted to the council by the feuars, 
informed Mr Johnston that it was 
framed according to the direction of 
his employers, and that he was not left 
at liberty to exercise either his taste 
or judgment in the design. I think it 
necessary to state this fact, from a re- 
gard to the memory of a man of merit 
who is now no more, and whose pro- 
fessional talents were, as I have been 
informed, highly respectable. 

At length, ^ir, the town and the 
feuars made up their dispute as to the 
plan, by directing* Mr Crichton to 
make some decoration upon (his plan, 
for which they were to pay ; and the 
town of Edinburgh has either paid, or 
is still bound to pay 1001. for some of 
the splendid decorations which appear 
on the cumbrous and ill- shaped tene- 
ments which disfigure the city, and in 
which every rule of architecture is 
violated — ^in which the weak is made 
to support the strong, and voids arc 
found over solids, and solids over voids. 
(Hear, hear ,) — I know not to what 
part of the buildings the lOOl. arc to 


be applied ; whether on the pilasters, 
so extraordinarily disposed with regard 
to the windows, on the immense plain 
wall, studded with windows in no de- 
gree corresponding with those in the 
story below, or on the block cornice 
surmounting all, which has certainly 
the merit of being sui generis^ for it 
is neither Palladian nor Vitruvian. 
But perhaps, sir, I may not yet have 
hit the decoration for which the town 
pays so large a sum, for I have not yet 
noticed the junction between the old 
and the new buildings, which sets 
every rule and every precedent at de- 
fiance, and may, from being unique of 
its kind, be possessed of that merit, 
in which it does appear to me that all 
the other parts of these disgraceful 
buildings are so lamentably deficient. 
Nor have I yet noticed the front to 
the west ; but of this it is impossible 
to speak with either temper or mode- 
ration. 

One thing, sir, is certain, that 
the Town-council are now satisfied of 
the error they have committed, and 
have so far retraced their steps, as to 
have agreed to pay 8001. to substitute 
a flat roof for the garret storey, which 
was in the original plan. They have 
also made overtures with a view to the 
reduction of the height of the build- 
ings, which ha,ve been at once and pe- 
remptorily rejected. 

“It appears, fai ther, from the coun- 
cil-books, that on the 17th of May 
last, Sir William Rae endeavoured to 
convince the Magistrates, by a spirit- 
ed remonstrance which he sent them, 
of the injurious consequence of their 
proceeding ; but the Magistrates were 
then completely tied up by their agree- 
ment with Messrs Cleghorn and Wil- 
son, so that they could not interfere. 

“ The agreement was, upon the 19th 
of Mar/:h last, finally concluded, and 
by this transaction the Magistrates 
have obtained an additional feu-duty 
of something more than 2501. a-year ; 
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bat, on the other hand, they either 
have paid, or are bound to pay 8001. 
on account of the flat roof, and 1001. 
for the decoration. 

Within five weeks after this feu- 
contract was signed, an increase of 
• 200l. per annum was made to the sa- 
lary of the Lord Provost. (Hear^ 
hear ,) — I state this fact on account 
of its date, but I leave it to the meet- 
ing to draw such inference frbm it as 
the case seems to warrant, and I beg 
to caution them of the impropriety of 
marking, by any sort of censure, their 
disapprobation of any part of the con- 
diict of the Magistrates in this place.* 
I trust and believe that their wish is 
now the sJme as ours, to take every 
possible step to prevent the city from 
being permanently disfigured.'^ 

Mr Stuart finally moved a series of 
resolutions, declaratory of the above 
facts, and proposing that a subscrip- 
tion should be entered into to defray 
the expence of legally opposing the 
erection of the buildings in question. 

Mr Francis Walker. — “ I am sure, 
sir, this meeting, and the community 
at large, must feel indebted to my ho- 
nourable friend, for the able and dis- 
tinct manner in which he has brought 
forward the business, an J for the great 
research and trouble which he has ta- 
ken previous to the meeting. I think 
there can be but one opinion as to the 
deformity which the buildings create 
on the general appearance of the city, 
and there can be but one opinion as to 
the mode in which the attempt to 
erect these buildings has been made. 
I trust, however, that the effect of the 
resolutions of this day will, ere long, 
be to. remove the nuisance of which 
the inhabitants have so much cause 
to complain ; for if ever there was a 
time when they ought to make a stand 
against an unjust invasion of their^ pri- 
vileges, it is at the present. I feel it 
quite unnecessary to enter into any 
minute details, after the very able state- 


ment of Mr Stuart, whose resolutions 
have my most hearty concurrence, and 
I therefore feel great pleasure in se- 
conding the motion which has just 
been submitted to the meeting.'^ 

Sir Jphn Marjoribanks rose merely 
to state, that he conceived an impres- 
sion had been made upon the meeting, 
from some observations in Mr Stuart’s 
speech, that the chief magistrate had 
received an addition of 2001. to his 
yearly allowance, on account of his 
exertions in regard to those buildings 
in St Ann’s.street. If this impression 
was made, he stood forward to correct 
it. Such a transaction could not have 
taken place without his knowledge, 
and he could affirm that he was utterly 
ignorant of it. If this were stated in 
any minute in the council-books, it 
was most improperly stated. The ho- 
nourable baronet concluded with re- 
commending conciliatory measures. 

Mr Stuart, in explanation, observed, 
that the addition of salary was stated 
in the council-books, 30th April 1817, 
and he disclaimed all intention of con- 
veying any imputation affecting the 
character of Mr Arbuthnot. 

Sir John Marjoribanks then men- 
tioned, that his journey to London 
might have been undertaken with a 
view to other objects of public utility ; 
and, in point of fact, he knew that the 
late Provost had goi\fi to London re- 
specting the docks at Leith — an im- 
provement which HI had taken infinite 
trouble to promote. 

Mr Henry Mackenzie. — I object 
to only one name in the committee. 
It is my own. I am now an old man, 
and have very indifferent health, and 
hope I shall therefore be excused for 
declining to be one of the committee ; 
the more so, that were I on that com- 
mittee, I would make a point of at- 
tending all its meetings, which my 
health might not enable me to d ). I 
am unwilling Jo obtrude myself on 
the meeting ,* but there are occasions 
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when ft is impossible to be silent.— 
^ Facil (said the Roman classic) Fa~ 
cit indignatio versus,* I may apply 
this sentiment to the present case, and 
say, that the disgust, if not the indig- 
nation, v'hich every one must f'^el \i^ho 
looks at the buildings which were the 
occasion of this meeting, would give 
boldness to the most timid, and w^ords 
to the least eloquent. Young men 
speak from feeling, old men from me- 
mory. I am old enough to recollect 
a Lord Provost, whose memory should 
ever be dear to every inhabitant of 
Edinburgh, Provost Drummond. I 
was a lad when he laid the foundation 
stone of that bridge which gave a 
New Town to Edinburgh, and, if 1 
recollect well, his name was put upon 
a plate at the foundation of the bridge. 
1 have the pleasure to be in habits of 
close friendship wdth Mr Arbuthnot, 
the late Lord Provost, and, if there 
are any Highlanders in the room, they 
will admit, that I must have a kind- 
ness for the present Provost, when I 
claim him as a clansman. But let me 
ask if either of these gentlemen would 
choose to have their names handed 
down to posterity at the foundation of 
the present pile of buildings which dis- 
figure that bridge ; for, sir, I con- 
tend, that, in the, elegance and orna- 
ment of the city, every inhabitant, at 
least every proprietor of a house, as I 
am, has a positive property and a sub- 
stantial right. In sfheh a case, indeed, 
I hold, that every proprietor has a 
patrimonial and tangible interest in the 
ornament and decoration of the city, 
which is so grossly violated by the 
present erections. I heartily concur 
in all that has been so ably said by the 
gentleman who moved the resolutions ; 
but still, with the honourable baronet 
at the other end of the room, I am for 
moderate and conciliatory measures, 
and therefore I would anxiously re- 
commend to the gentlemen who com- 
pose the committee to try the Magis- 


trates again, to let their measures be 
distinguished by conciliation, and not 
rashly to plunge into a law-suit, till 
more amicable measures shall have 
failed.’* 

Mr James Gibson observed, that 
after the very able statement made by 
Mr Stuart, it did not appear necessary 
to go into any detail on the subject. 
He heartily agreed with Mr Macken- 
zie, in e'cirnestly recommending mode- 
rate measures, and he was convinced 
the Magistrates were very sorry for 
what had happened, and would now 
be as happy as any of the 'citizens- if 
the nuisance could be removed. Tht 
meeting therefore ought, if possible, 
to carry the Magistrates ilong with 
them, as that would give great weight 
to their proceedings. 

Mr James Moncrieff considered that 
it would not be right for the meeting 
to break up without bearing testimony 
to Mr Stuart’s great zeal and exertions 
in the business. He therefore begged 
leave to move the thanks of the meeting 
to that gentleman, for the ability he 
had displayed in the business, and for 
the very able manner in which he had 
brought the subject before the meet- 
ing. Which motion was unanimously 
carried by acclamation. 

Mr Henry Cockburn. — “ I think 
it would be enually improper were the 
meeting to be dissolved without ano- 
ther motion, and I am sure every voice 
and every heart must acquiesce in it, 
when I move a vote of thanks to Mr 
Playfair, for the obvious sacrifice of 
feeling which he made in taking the 
chair, and for the very able manner in 
which he has filled it.’* ’Phis motion 
was likewise carried with great ap- 
plause. 

Mr J. P. Grant, M. P. before the 
meeting separated, begged to call their 
attention to the object which had been 
mentioned by the gentleman who had 
so ably opened the business, namely, 
the subscription for defraying neces- 
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sary expences. He understood that 
papers would lie for subscription at 
the different public offices, of which 
notice would be duly given ; and he 
was persuaded that there was no occa- 
sion for his pressing on gentlbmen the 
• propriety of an immediat?e and general 
attention to this subject. It would be 
an jbsurd waste of their time in him to 
add any thing to what had been so well 
stated already. He. perfectly agreed 
with*his excellent friend near him (Mr 
Mackenzie), that every individual of 
the city had a personal interest in its 
splendour and beauty- But as he had 
lisen, he begged to say one word of 
apology for himself, for not having, in 
the House of Commons, opposed the 
bill under which the power to erect 
these obnoxious buildings was claimed. 
He hoped he would receive credit for 
not being indifferent to what concern- 
ed the interests of Edinburgh. But, 
in his own vindication on this occasion, 
he begged to read the title of the act, 
which IS as follows : — 

“ An act to enable the Lord Pro- 
vost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
city of Edinburgh^ to carry into effect 
certain purposes, in regard to the erec- 
tion of a chapel at the west end of 
Prince's 'street, and for effecting cer- 
tain improvements in the neighbour- 
hood thereof, and in oth^r parts of the 
extended royalty of the said city.’* 
Now, he believed no mortal would 
have imagined, that a bill for erecting 
a chapel at the west end of Princc's- 
strect, and making certain improve- 
ments in the neighbourhood thereof, 
could be m^eant to confer the powers 
claimed under it, of deforming the east 
end of Prince's-strect, at a mile's dis- 
tance. He hoped the meeting would 
accept his apology, and with it this 
pledge, that while he continuid to 
have the honour of a scat in parlia- 
ment, he Would not again, in case of 
a bill brought in by tlic Magistrates 


of Edinburgh, content himself with 
looking at the title of it I 

Mr Playfair, from the chair, then 
dissolved the meeting, after expressing 
his satisfaction at its unanimity. 

Mr Nasmyth was so obliging as to 
lay before the meeting two sketches, 
shewing the effect of the new buildings 
in limiting the views upon either side 
of the North Britlge, more particu- 
larly from the Regent Bridge and 
Princc’s-strcet. 

Immediately upon the adjournment 
of the general meeting, the committee 
proceeded to liold their first meeting, 
when they appointed a sub-committee, 
for the purpose of conferring with the 
I^ord Provost and Magistrates, &c. 
consisting of the nine following gen- 
tlemen : — Mr Stuart, Mr Walker, Sir 
John Marjoribanks, Mr Cockbiirn,Mr 
Gibson, Mr Nairne, Mr Trotter, Mr 
Ramsay, and Mr Allan. 

— ,A number of the respectable in- 
habitants of this city met in MacEwan's 
Rooms, Royal Exchange, to consider 
of an act of council of the Lord Pro- 
vost, Magistrates, and Council, on this 
•subject. The meeting was called by 
the committee formerly appointed for 
considering the measures proper to be 
adopted regarding the supply of wa- 
ter to the city. The act of council is 
as follows. — 

“ The meeting (^he council) hav- 
ing taken into consideration the out- 
lines of ihe plan i<t regard to the sup- 
ply of w£^cr, as contained in the print- 
ed minute of council, and report annex- 
ed thereto, circulated under date the 
29th October 1817, resolved, 1st, That 
it will be expedient to form a joint 
Stock Water Company, with a capital 
of 150,0001., in shares of 251. each. 
2d, That on the town of Edinburgh 
making a surrender to the company of 
the whole of the present water esta- 
blishincut, and all the rights therewith 
connected, they should be allowed to 



188 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817- n^EC. 


hold shares in the said company to the 
extent of 45,0001., being the restricted 
amount of the debt due to the city on 
account of the water, the company at 
the same time taking upon themselves 
all the obligations incumbent upon^the 
town of Edinburgh in regard to the 
water. 3d, That no individual nor 
public body shall be allowed to sub- 
scribe for more than ten shares in the 
company, until the subscription-books 
shall have been open at least six weeks, 
and that the rate of interest to be re- 
ceived shall be limited to per cent, 
on the capital actually advanced. 4th, 
That the company shall be under the 
management of fifteen directors, to be 
chosen annually, five to be named by 
the Town-council, and ten to be named 
by the other subscribers and stock- 
holders holding at least four shares 
each ; of which ten, no person who is 
a member of the Town-council for the 
time shall be capable to be elected : 
That every individual or public body 
holding more than four shares, shall 
have one vote in the election of direc- 
tors, office-bearers, &c. for every four 
shares, to the extent of twenty shares, 
if the subscription shall eventually be 
extended ; but no individual or public 
body shall have more than five votes, 
whatever number -of shares they may 
hold. 5th, That whenever the divi- 
dends of the company shall exceed 5 
per cent, the surplus dividend arising 
upon the 45,0001. *§tock belonging to 
the town shall be applied tc^wards ex- 
tinction of that capital sum ; but the 
Magistrates and Council shall, never- 
theless, continue to name five directors, 
whether their said capital shall be par- 
tially or wholly extinguished, (itli, 
That when these resolutions shall 
have been approved of by the Town- 
council, and by the committee on the 
part of the inhabitants, a subscription 
shall be opened, and, as toon as 
50,0001., independent of the stock to 
be held by the town, shall have been 


subscribed, that application shall be 
made to parliament, by bill, for an 
additional supply of water, and for 
incorporating the company.*' 

The Fortunate Youth. — This 
young man’s name is Abraham W. 
Cawston. His father is a farmer at 
Chippenham, near Newmarket. The 
early promise of shining talents indu- 
ced his father to send him to school, 
under the tuition of the eminent Dr 
Butler, of Shrewsbury ; and there his 
attainments and abilities gained him 
universal admiration. He was not 17 
years of age when he paid his ad- 
dresses to a young lady of fortune in 
that place, and from that time the 
strange artifice or imagination of this 
enormous fortune that had dropt to 
him, as it were from the clouds, had 
birth. He first opened the wonderful 
secret to his father, and the story he 
told was, that an aged gentleman had, 
at one of his journies from home to 
school, fallen in with him in a stage- 
coach going to Birmingham, and that 
he had afterwards made him a deed of 
gift of his whole fortune ! It did not, 
in the first disclosure, swell to the 
magnitude which it afterwards attain- 
ed ; but the first feeling which he ma- 
nifested, was to settle a part of his 
wealth on his parents and brother. 
For this purpose he was introduced 
to Mr Weatherby, solicitor at New- 
market, to whom he gave instructions 
to make a will ; and as his fortune 
was stated to be all personal, Mr 
Weatherby saw no objection to the 
deed. His distribution of wealth, 
though uncommon, did not strike Mr 
W. as improbable, so clear and consis- 
tent were the boy’s statements in their 
different interviews, and so filial and 
brotherly were the bequests. 

From this time nothing could equal 
the remance of his story, the unblush.* 
ing effrontery with which he main- 
tained it, and the ingenious stratagems 
he devised to keep up the delusion. 
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The great object, he said, of the old 
man, his benefactor, had been to ac- 
quire secret injluencey by getting as 
many people as possible into his tram- 
mels ; nay, the desire of this myste- 
rious dominion had been ih him a 
• stronger passion even thati avarice. 

Most of the foreign sovereigns, 
therefore, owed him money. 

The Empress of Russia was a debt- 
or to the amount of lC)0,00bl., but 
she regularly paid 6,0001. per annum 
interest. 

Prince Eugene was also in his list 
for* a large sum, and on the King of 
iSpain he had immense claims. His* 
principal estate lay, indeed, in that 
country, but he had also large estates 
ill Germany, Italy, Sicily, and in Eng- 
land — many great mortgages and re- 
versions unknown to the presumed suc- 
cessors, and amongst the latter he cited 
the painful case of his being one day 
obliged-to dispossess his dearest friend 
of an inheritance on which he relied, 
or make him dependent on his genero- 
sity for the restitution. 

His brother immediately took suit- 
able measures to enter into Emanuel 
College, with an income of 60001. per 
annum ; and young C. oi^ being asked 
what his 'father had said on the infor- 
mation being given, that he was to 
have an estate purchasc4 for him with 
the 100,0001. destined to be his por- 
tion ? relied with emotion, “ he burst 
into tears.” 

For some reasons which young C. 
would not assign, the realization of 
his promises was to be deferred until 
the 1^^ of Jcinuary 1818 ; but to sus- 
tain his statements in the interval, and 
lull the suspicions of an anxious sus- 
pense, he desired his father to take him 
to MrWeatherby of Newmarket, who, 
after the first intioduction was over, 
and the father had retired, received 
directions from young C. to make his 
wUL To the observation that he was 
a minor ^ he replied, that the property 


being perso7ialy he had the legal right. 
In the next interview, he desired Mr 
Weatherby to be one of the executors, 
to which he agreed, if the father or 
brother were joined with him ; and at 
the* thi»d interview, he insisted that 
Mr W. should accept of a legacy to a 
considerable amount, but this Mr W. 
refused^ although young (\ always 
affirmed he had acceded to the propo- 
sition. 

The will was made, and a copy given 
young C. From this time the inter- 
views with Mr Weatherby became 
more frequent, and Mr Weatherby 
receiving instructions to purchase va- 
rious estates, opened a correspondence 
with the agent of Lord Cholmondeley, 
&c. The knowledge of this fact made 
proselytes of the most sceptical ; and 
applications from all quarters, and on 
all subjects, were addressed to young 
C. in the view of deriving benefit from 
the distribution of his treasures. 

Every one who had any thing to 
sell, whether of real or personal pro- 
perty, made their offers, and no one 
received direct refusals. 

• Negociations were opened at thesame 
time for change of name, armorial ho- 
nours, and such distinctions as his 
pride suggested, or his wealth seemed 
to justify ; but although he sometimes 
affirmed that a British earldom would 
be added to his Spanish titles of nobi- 
lity, it is not believjd that he was war- 
ranted in such an assertion by any di- 
rect arraifgement with his Majesty^a 
ministry. 

The want of ready money was no 
doubt, for some time, a subject of 
much solicitude to the Croesus of 
1818, but his tale had acquired so 
much confidence, that a relative to 
whom he said 100,0001. had been pro- 
mised on the or rat pay-day, entreated 
him to make use of 12001. lying idle 
in Oaks\s bank at Bury. 

The ofler wa^ accepted ; and young 
C. was so eager to grasp the prize, 
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that his servant arrived with the check 
at the bank before the doors were 
opened. 

This circumstance, and the employ- 
ment of a common groom as the re- 
ceiver of such a large sum, j?xc?ted 
some suspicion^ and the clerk was sent 
over to young C. with the money. 
Young C. gavic him 11. for his trouble, 
put 991. into the purse, which was 
soon carelessly left about, to be seen 
full of bank-notes, and 1 lOOl. were 
placed in the bank of Messrs Ham- 
mond and Eden, at Newmarket, who 
afterwards opened a credit of 10001. 
in favour of young C. with their cor- 
respondents, Messrs Cox and Bid- 
dulph, Charing-Cross. 

The young man now saw himself 
the object of general interest, not 
merely in a Newmarket circle, but 
amongst all ranks in every part of the 
kingdom, and he also found that even 
the most exaggerated absurdities fas- 
cinated more than probable narrative. 
Still he was not indifferent to the 
dumb shew of the drama. 

He generally read great part of the 
night, wrote and received many letters, 
pretended to dispatch couriers to Lon- 
don and Liverpool, but without osten- 
tation, and kept a German secretary 
(who once travelled with Lord Dar- 
lington) in constant employment. His 
expences were not considerable, but 
still he was sometimes profuse, and 
his allowance of 2001. per annum to 
his groom appeared a culptdDlc extra- 
vagance, until he justified it by stating, 
that it was no more than a just com- 
pensation for the confidence he was 
obliged to repose in him, and the 
fatigue he encountered in carrying his 
most secret dispatches to their various 
destinations. 

Sometimes a draft was accidentally 
suffered to fall from out his pocket- 
book, and he appeared eager to reco- 
ver it, but not before the figures repre- 


senting a considerable sum had been 
seen by some of the company. 

Now and then he produced drafts 
signed by himself, but under assumed 
names, to verify some anecdote he 
might be relating relative to the mys- 
terious transactions of the old man, 
and which obliged him to pursue the 
same alias system. 

Amongst those drafts was one on 
Hanbuty and Lloyd, in favour of the 
Duke San Carlos, and in the name of 
Puerta, for 335,0001. ; another on the 
same firm for 150,0001. after date, as 
he stated he had overdrawn the house 
'100,0001. for the moment, to makera 
Spanish loan. This draft not being 
on stamp paper, he said, was of no 
consequence, as the stamp might be 
affixed at any time, and then it would 
be rendered legally valid. Another 
in the name of Forrester, on the bank 
of Shrewsbury, for 37>000l. ; and this 
draft he appeared to send instantly by 
the post, as he requested the bell 
might be rung for his servant to carry 
it there ; and, on his coming, gave 
him what was then presumed to be 
the letter which he had shewn. 

As the 1st of January approached, 
his character seemed to change ; in- 
stead of his usual gentleness, he dis- 
played great violence of temper, and 
an irritation on the most trifling sub- 
jects, that greatly alarmed all about 
him for the state of his mind. At 
length his language was so extrava- 
gant, that it was feared the acquisi- 
tion of fortune had overpowered his 
faculties, and his physicians were con- 
sulted, but they contradicted the opi- 
nion, and vouched for his sajiity of 
mind. 

Many circumstances having trans- 
pired, which gave cause to suspect 
that the whole story of young C. was 
an invention, sustained by a fabric of 
false^ioods and disingenuous acts, every 
person whom he had named in the 
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course of his narration as a banker, 
agent, &c. was applied to for informa- 
tion, and all disowned knowledge of 
him, except from public report or 
schoolboy connection. Every fact 
affirmed by him was examintid, and 
mot one was authenticated •which relat- 
ed to mone.y transactions. 

The whole was visionary, but still 
most artfully wrought ; and so suc- 
cessful was his manner un making 
dupesf that to this hour there are 
many who confide in his re-appear- 
ance with all the treasure to which he 
has-pretended. 

'.‘One very respectable person affirm- * 
ed, that he had seen a remittance to 
young C. from Spain, amounting to 

350.0001. ; a draft oi frv^hlful aniount 
from Liverpool, and that he knew he 
possessed two millions in the funds; 
nay, that a banker, within a few doors 
of him, had but the day befoie said he 
would K'we paid his bill for 100,0001. 
if it had been presented, instead of the 
3001. bill which was cashed. Other 
persons had heard a respectable soli- 
citor declare he him young C. had 
great estates in Scotland, from which 

45.0001. had been received ; that he 
had many diamonds at K undies and 
Bridges, <fnd altogether 700,0001. per 
annum. Others that he meant to buy 
an estate, and pay 500, (pOl. for it in 
gold, and some oH’ered large bets he 
would be in possession of Houghton 
by the 1st of January. Others cited 
noblemen and gentlemen of the great- 
est accuracy, wlio had hwtvn the old 
man at Shrewsbury, and who had 
heard it said at the time, that he 
would Gilt 7/yi, when dead, for more 

, money than any man in the empire. ’’ 
Others, that they had known those 
who had dealt in diamonds with him, 
and almost every one professed to have 
an authority which justified oiigiiial 
and still unshaken belief. 

Even those to whom property pur- 
chased by young C. but not paid for^ 


had been returned, seemed to think an 
injury more than a service was likely 
to be done them by the restitution, 
and no statement of detected falsehood 
could counteract or weaken the infa- 
tuarton. , 

All these discoveries were communi- 
cated the ensuing day to Mr Weather- 
by, who admitted that they authorized 
a bad opinion of the young man, but 
still he had faith in him, and as a 
proof, had paid that morning a bill on 
his account of 40 odd pounds, by ver- 
bal message, and without any other 
security ; for he reported again, as he 
had done the preceding day, that he 
never had any reference given him, 
nor was any document ever shewn 
him, to authenticate the boy’s story, 
or prove his possession of one shil- 
ling. 

Never, indeed, was any confidence 
more sincere than Mr W.’s, for he not 
only had been in treaty for Houghton 
with Lord C., and for; other estates, 
but he had employed Mr H. and Sir 
8. Romilly to make his client a ward 
in Chancery ; and as some difficulty 
arose from the young man’s property 
being personal, and conveyed by deed 
of gift, it was arranged that young C. 
should give his father 100,0001., and 
the father should make a settlement on 
him to this amount, which would en- 
able the Chancellor to interfere ; a pro- 
cess as easy as the prescribed duty of 
a commander of airindiaman, which 
commence*, it is said, by the simple 
direction, “ first get a ship.*’ 

At length a letter, which young C. 
had given to Mr W., with orders that 
it should not be opened until the 1st 
of January, was, under the urgent ne- 
cessity of the case, examined, (the fa- 
ther thereto consenting), and that let- 
ter being found to contain only false 
references, Mr W. suffered the ban- 
dage to be drawn from his eyes, which 
a generous confidence had so peise- 
veririgly maintained. 
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A letter from Messrs S. and E, of 
Liverpool, removed the last lingering 
doubts, and Mr W. immediately wrote 
and published the acknowledgment of 
his having been deceived by a lunatic 
or depraved impostor. ^ 

The charm being broken, a letter 
written by young C., and dated Paris, 
in which he anticipated the discovery 
of his false references, but yet affirmed 
the general truth of his story, although 
received the day preceding the publi- 
cation of Mr W.’s recantation, had no 
effect upon his decision, but it was so 
far satisfactory as to remove some of 
Mr W/s uneasiness as to the course 
taken by young C. after he reached 
Calais, since it is said he had letters of 
recommendation, which, if he had 
gone direct into Germany, he might 
have used, to the great prejudice of 
Mr W., who had rendered himself 
responsible, by his first published let- 
ter, for the money he might take up 
abroad, as well as the debts he had 
incurred in England. 

Of the original 1 1001. advanced by 
the relative, young C. had drawn out 
all but 101., by London and Newmai- 
ket checks ; but he has left several 
hundred pounds to be paid by his fa- 
mily. There is indeed a report, that 
the relative alluded to had previously 
advanced 8001., but this report wants 
confirmation. At all events, it is cer- 
tain that this young man spent above 
16001. in two months, without being 
at any expence for houses equipage, 
&c. But although this sum was large 
for one whose previous expenditure 
had been so very limited, still it is not 
of sufficient magnitude to justify the 
supposition that his objects were mere- 
ly pecuniary. 

Montrose, Sunday evening, Dec. 
14, 1817. — During the whole of yes- 
terday we had the wind from the south- 
east, with rain towards evening. At 
9 o’clock it began to blow a violent 
gale, which continues till this time, 


(8 o’clock p.M.) Between 12 and 1 
o'clock to-day, a vessel appeared in 
the offing, apparently driving in to- 
wards the shore. At this time the 
tide was scarcely half flood, and as 
the wind was blowing almost right in- 
shore, and tremendous sea running, 
the greatest anxiety was .manifested 
for her safety ; and crowds of people 
were running in all directions towards 
the beach. At the time the vessel 
was driving, a flag was displayed from 
the house where the life-boat is kept, 
and every assistance of men and horses 
being procured, the boat was hurled 
to the beach in a few minutes, to be 
ill readiness. The vessel, which was 
now plainly observed frorn the shore, 
was smack rigged, and appeared ma- 
king exertions to gain the harbour. 
In the opinion of the seamen on shore, 
whether from fatigue, or some defect 
in the vessel, those on board seemed to 
have little management of he/'; so that 
after almost gaining the river, she was 
struck by some tremendous seas, and 
precipitated on the Annette, a sand- 
bank running out from the north side 
of the entrance to the harbour. The 
situation of those on board the vessel 
now becam^ perilous in the extreme-— 
the tide forcing her in-shore, and the 
waves breaking over her with great 
violence. She had now got so near 
the land, that the people on shore 
could distinctly observe her decks 
crowded with passengers, and thence 
concluded her one of the packets em- 
ployed in the coasting trade. Two 
fishing boats, on tlie first appearance 
of danger, had proceeded to the mouth 
of the river, and made the usual sig- 
nals on such occasions, but, from the 
heavy sea running, were unable, after 
repeated attempts, to cross the bar. 
The life-boat, which was brought to 
the; beach, and manned with the great- 
est alacrity, now proceeded to the 
vessel, and, though repeatedly driven 
back, succeeded in getting so close to 
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her, as to throw a rope with a grap- 
pling-iron on board, whi§h was fasten- 
ed to the bolt-stay ; but it unfortu- 
nately gave way, and the boat; was 
driven, by the fury of the sea and 
wind, to leeward of the vessel, and 
•was unable to make up again. Anxious 
to afford every assistance, the men in 
the fife-boat now rowed in-shore, and 
came round by the deep water on the 
back of the Annette. Having /cached 
the sh»al water on the south-west end 
of it, a number of seamen on the shore, 
much to their honour, with one im- 
pulse rushed into the water, some of 
"lliem breast high, to assist the crew in 
dragging the boat into the river, which 
they effected, after extraordinary ex- 
ertions. The boat now made for the 
vessel a second time, but, melancholy 
to relate, before they could reach her, 
she was overseti and her mast giving 
way, she was turned literally keel up- 
permost^nd every soul on board pe- 
.rished. At the time the life-boat was 
alongside, they spoke those on board, 
and ascertained the vessel to be the 
Forth packet of Aberdeen, Thomas 
Galloway master, with thirty-eight 
passengers on board, men, women, and 
children. The distracted feelings of 
the numerous spectators on shore, dur- 
ing these awful moments, may be ima- 
gined,* but cannot possibly be descri- 
bed. From the shore the spectator? 
had beheld the agonies of those on 
board, each clinging desperately to 
whatever they could lay hold of, to 
preserve them from the devouring ele- 
ment around. On/ young woman was 
observed among the passengers, with 
an infant at lier breast ; and now, in 
,an instant, all were buried in the 
ocean, in sight of multitudes who 
could render them no assistance. The 
vessel now soon became a total wreck, 
and fragments of her and her cargo 
were driven on shore in every direc- 
tion. The spectators now lined the 
VOL. X. PAHT II. 


beach, to pick up and save whatever 
came on snore, and, if possible, to 
afford assistance to any of the suf- 
ferers who might luckily be cast on 
shore with life. — The bodies of a man 
and Vonnan were found, and carried to 
the hospital, but every effort to restore 
animation was ineffectual. The man 
was ascertained to be Alexander Pater- 
son from Edinburgh, who was lately 
in this place selling ladies* boots and 
shoes. The woman was elderly, and 
in poor habit. These are all the per- 
sons who have yet been got. All this 
happened in less than an hour and a 
half after the striking of the vessel. 
Several knapsacks belonging to the 
Ist battalion royal artillery are come 
on shore ; and from the numerous par- 
cels directed Edinburgh, it appears 
she had been bound for Leith. Much 
praise is due to Provost Barclay, the 
late Provost Thom, Mr Burnes, and 
several other of the Magistrates, who 
used every exertion in their power. 
The Provost had made every thing be 
in readiness at the hospital, and had 
the medical men in attendance. In- 
deed all ranks of people on the shore 
seemed to have foregone every other 
consideration but that of saving the 
persons and cargo of the vessel. We 
cannot help, however, noticing parti- 
cularly the exertions of Captain Ber- 
tram, who, besides beiog indefatigable 
otherwise, assisted in carrying the 
body of Mr Patersffn to the hospital. 

A fire is kindled on the beach, 
and the staff of the militia and others 
are employed in collecting and secur- 
ing the wreck of the vessel and cargo. 
The storm is still unabated.’* 

— .Mr Hone, in a letter to the edi- 
tors of the London papers, complains 
that bills have been posted announcing 
the republication of the parodies on 
which he has been tried, and disclaims 
all knowledge of them, adding, that 
he shall never ^rite any work of the 
N 
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same tendency again ; and that when 
he comes to publish the report of his 
trials, he shall feel it his duty most 
earnestly to exhort all his fellow-citi- 
zens to abstain from parodying any 
part of 'the holy writ, or the cfervice of 
the church of England. 

Mr Carlile, who has been a pri- 
soner in the ‘King's Bench for some 
time, for republishing the parodies 
charged as libels against Mr Hone, 
was on Saturday night liberated on 
his own recognizance. 

The pretended Dattphin of 
France. — The following details have 
been published respecting the person 
assuming the name of the Dauphin, 
who is now in prison at Rouen : — 

He is a young man of about four or 
five and thirty, handsome deportment, 
and well informed. He has been now 
a prisoner two years, during which 
period he has been sent before two 
courts for trial as an impostor, and 
both these courts declared themselves 
incompetent to take cognizance of this 
crime. Before one of these courts he 
was desired by the president to unco- 
ver himself. The Dauphin haughtily 
replied, When did it become the 
custom that a monarch uncovered him- 
self to his subjects V* He declares he 
can prove he is what he assumes, and 
demands to be taken to the Thuil- 
leries, and when there, he will indicate 
places where, w^en young, he con- 
cealed several things, which he will 
there name and describe rtost minute- 
ly ; and, says he, when the Queen my 
mother was in prison at the Temple, 
she with a sharp instrument made a 
curious mark on the back of his neck, 
(which he shews), and with the same 
instrument she at the same time made 
a similar one upon that of the Duchess 
his sister: That when young, and 
playing with his sister, he with a knife 
accidentally stabbed her in the body, 
the mark of which remained ; and he 
will, if confronted with her, describe 
the very spot where it is. 


The sabotier, said to be his father, 
being called ^to court, was asked if 
that was his son ? He replied, Yes. 
The mother being called in, and asked 
the same question, said. No, and that 
she had never seen the man before. 
The daughter corroborated her mo- 
ther, and said she had never seen him, 
and that he was not at all like her bro- 
ther. 

He is not closely confined at Rouen, 
and has always plenty of mone^f in his 
pockets ; he sends for every thing of 
the best, and when brought in, makes 
his gaoler taste of it, for fear of being 
poisoned. Such as go to see him Out 
of curiosity, style him “ Sire,'' and 

Your Majesty." 

He says, that some years ago, riot 
knowing how to escape out of France, 
he boldly told Buonaparte who he 
was ; that he did not want to reign, 
and only wished for a safe escort out 
of the country. Buonaparter adds he, 
named one of his ministers, who is now 
living, and he saw me safe to the fron- 
tiers. This person is living, and he 
will name him, in order that he may 
identify him for the man he escorted 
out of France. 

It is strj^ge, that during the nume- 
rous interrogations he has nad, he has 
never uttered a word to commit him- 
self. PeopJe seem to think there is 
much mystery in it ; for if there is 
not reason to believe him wl\at he pre- 
tends to be, he would long before this 
have been tried and sent to the gallies. 
It is said he has a^strong party in this 
country. 

It has been well ascertained, that the 
person poisoned was not the Dauphin. 
The surgeon who inspected the body, 
of the child given out for the Dauphin, 
asserted it was not ; and for So doing 
he was found poisoned himself in his 
befi the next morning. 

This young man has travelled a 
great deal, and has been received at 
most of the courts in Europe. 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE 
YEAR 1816. 

INCOME. 

EXCISE. 

ORDINARY REVENUES. TCct Payments into the Exchequer in the 

^ ^ ‘ year endVhg the 6th of January 1817. 

Permanent and Annual Taxes ^ Auctions L. 245, 930 

Beer 2,881,772 

Customs L.8,16S,780 Bricks and Tiles .... ‘229,9^9 

Excise 19,013,630 Candles 301,033 

Stamps 6,184,288 Cocoa-nuts and Coffee . 102,024 

Land and Assessed Taxes . 7,257,906 Cyder, Perry, and Verjuice 7,363 

Post Office 1,659,854 Glass 319,010 

One shilling in the pound on Hides and Skins .... 573,631 

Pensions and Salaries . 22,576 Hops 192,784 

Sixpencein the pound on Pen- Licences 669,979 

sions and Salaries . . . 13,660 Malt 1,138,091 

Hackney Coaches . . . 26,496 Paper 416,807 

Hawkers and Pedlars . . 22,036 Printed Goods 363,487 

Salt 1,503,431 

Total Permanent and Annual Soap 755,499 

Duties 42,370,230 Spirits, British .... 1,563,299 

Ditto,by Act51.Gco.III.c. 59. 516,640 

Spirits, P'oreign . . . 1,263,654 

Small Branches of the Hereditary Ditto,by Act5LGeo.in.c.59. 87,640 

Revenue. Starch 31,202 

Stone Bottles 

Alienation Fines .... 6,513 Sweets and Mead .... 10,923'’^- 

Post Fines 7,082 Tea 1,334,786 

Seizures 14,584 Tobacco and Snuff . . . 578,903 

Compositions and Proffers . 608 Vinegar 11,373 

Crown Lands 136,070 Wine 837,062 

Wire 7,947 


EXTRAORDINARY RESOURCES. Total PcrmaiKiiit Diitics 16,271,986 


Customs . . 1 . . 1,007,810 Tobacco and Snuff, (commen- 

Sf Excise 4,531,637 ced 26th of Murch) . . 466,474 

jg Property Tax •. . . 12,039,1520 Malt, additional . ditto . 1,121,289 

^ ) Arrears of Income Duty 36 Malt, old (commenced June 

Lottery, net profit . . 234,680 24) 551,314 

Monies paid on Account of « 

I^oans raised for Ireland 4,558,558 Total Annual Duties 2,139,077 

Balance due by Ireland, on • 

joint Expenditure . . . 1,184,009 Malt, per Act 43. G. III. c. 81. 1,207,934 

Issuing Exchequer Bills for Sweets . . Ditto . . * 1,880 

Grenada, See 5,091 Spirits, British Ditto . . 729,611 

Unclaimed Dividends, . . 303,506 , Foreign Ditto . . 711,884 

Surplus Fees of regulated Tea . . . Ditto . . 1,380,143 

Public Offices 28,619 Tobacco and Snuffy 46 G. III. 

Imprest Monies repaid . . 101,259 cap. 39 314,810 

Brandy. /kc. 47. G. III. c. 27. 115,612 

Total (independent of T.oans) 66,579,420 * 52. G. III. cap. 3. — 

Loans paid into the Exche- 

•. 8,939,802 Total War Duties 4,462,074 


(irand Total Income 75,519,223 Total Duties of Excise 22,879,138 
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Payments into the Exchequer of the Duties arising from STAMPS in Great 

Britain, S^c. 


Deeds, Law Proceedings, and other ^ 
written Instruments (except Legacy 
Receipts, Probates, •Administrations, 
and Testamentary Inventories, Bills of 
* Exchange, and Promissory Notes and 
Receipts,) and on Licences to Dealers 
in Thread Lace - - J 

! Legacies - , 

J*robates, Adminfstrations, and Testa- 1 
mentary Inventories - - ^ 

Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes 
Receipts . « - 

Newspapers - • - 

Almanacks - - • - 

Medicine and Medicine Licences 
Fire Insurances - « - 

Cards - - - - 

Gold and Silver Plate - • 

Dice « - • - 

Pamphlets - ■ - 

Advertisements , * - 

Stage Coaches - - • 

Post Horses - . - 

Horses - . • 


L.1,880,646 2 6 L. 180,064 14 2 


685,172 O 11| 
610,442 2 2| 

625,266 7 11 ^ 
182,459 7 10 

281,146 10 2 

31,073 13 3 

35,069 O 8l 
536,912 9 6 | 

19,820 11 2 

67,558 14 24 

1,203 8 4 

711 5 7 

115,960 5 0| 
254,328 O 9| 
224,884 9 6 

830 7 2 

5,553,184 17 0 


16,580 O O 
22,010 O 0 

113,070 0 O 
14,430 0 O 

13,312 19 O 

290 O O 
18,240 0 O 

4,170 0 O 

7 3 0 
15,053 8 6 

14,960 0 0 


412,250 O 0 


Lottery 


4,289 11 10 


NET PRODUCE OF TFIE REVENUE ARISING FROM THE 
POST-OFFICE. 


Inland, East and West Indies, and America 
Foreign - * 

Two -penny Post 
Scotland 


Ireland 


L.l, 115,486 8 1 

121,296 18 7 

57,786 18 10 
139,557 4 10 

20,505 10 11 

I.. 1,454,633 1 3 


FINANCES OF IRELAND. 

The Total Expenditure for the Year 1816 amounted to - - L. 14, 6 12,560 

Thp Total Gross Receipt and Sums to be accounted for - L.7,681,S24 

Deduct Charges of Management, Expense of Collecting, Bounties, &c. 1,380,553 

Leaving the whole Amount of the Total Net Revenue 6,300,766 

Actual Deficiency to be made gooVl out of the English Exchequer - 8,81 1,794 
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HEADS OF EXPENDITURE. 

[Total on Account of Interest - ... 

. . Ditto - - Charges of Management 
- - Ditto - - Reduction of the National Debt 

The IxTFREST on Exchequer BiLur 
iThe Civil List - - - - 

f Courts of Justice • • - 

Mint - - 

Allowances to the Royal Family, Pensions, &c. 
Salaries and Allowances - - - - 

Bounties and Compensations 

r Charge on the Russian Loan 'I 
Miscella. j made in Holland, per Act 55 J- 
neous y George III. c. 115. - ) 

(,Other Miscellaneous Services 


[Theother 
Charges 
on the 
Consoli- 
dated 
Fund. 


, Scotland 


y Excise, England 
^ , Sotland 
\ Excise, England 
I Post Office 


The Civil Government of Scotland 
[The other Payments in Anticipation of the Exche- 
quer Receipts, viz. 

^ Customs, England 

Bounties for Fisheries, Manufac- 
tures, Corn, &c. 

Pensions on the Hereditary Re- 
venue - - • 

Militia and Deserters’ Warrants 
[The Navy, viz. 

Wages - . . . - 

General Services • • « . • 

The Victualling Department - . . 

The Transport Ditto • • - 

The Ordnanpk - • , • 

[The Army, viz — 

Ordinary Services - - - . - 

Extraordinary Services, including Remittances and ) 
Advances to other Countries - . j 


Deduct the Amount of Remittances and Advances to 1 
other Countries - - - j 

Loans, Remittan^ces, and Advances, to the Coun- 
tries, viz. — 

Ireland - . , • 

Russia • * • . . 

Sicily • • • • . 

Sweden - « • • . 

Naples - - . . . 

Spain . - . . . 

Holland . - • . . 

Minor Powers under Engagements with the Duke of ) 
Wellington - . . j 

Miscellaneous Services — 

At Home - - • - - 

Abroad - - - - , - 

|Deduct sums which, although included in this Account, 
form no part of the Expenditure of Great Britain, viz. 
Loan, &c. for Ireland ... 

Sinking Fund oi! Loan to the East India Company - 


L. 

31,392,889 

265,400 

13,386,599 


1,028,000 

70,092 

15,236 

427,009 

60,588 


121,964 

1,850 


129,965 

74,649 

11,07.3 

31,444 

14,000 

13,700 

83,749 


8,445,000 

3,250,647 

1,128,061 

1,692,617 


8,607,497 

6,171,225 


14,778,722 

1,731,139 


2,581,148 
1,096,355 
117 748 
506,098 
263 
1,121 
23 

9,527 


3,661,300 

247,861 


2,581,148 

132,998 


L. 

45,044,889 

2,196,177 

1 

1,724,741 

128,514 

358,582 

9,516,325 

2,661,711 

13,047,582 


4,312,287 

8,909,161 

82,899,975 

2,714,146 
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OFFICIAL 

VALUE 

of 

IMPORTS. 


OFFICIAL VALUE OF EXHORTS 

yih and Foreim 

Produce and Total 


British and 
Iriih Produce 
and 

Manufactures. 


Colonial FTnorta 

Merchandize. Exports. 


Declared 
Value of 
British and Irish 
Produce and 
Manufactures 
exported. 


L..SS, 559,788 ^.36,092,167 L.20,499,S47 L.56, 591,514 L.47,85I,453 
35,989,650' 44,053,455 16,930,439 60,983,394 58,217,445 

80,106,918 36,714,534 14,545,933 51,260,467 42,942,951 
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GENERAL VIEW OF 


Account of the (lunniity of Woollen Goods exported from Great Britain^ 
xvh ch Exported^ and also distinguishings as far as possible^ 


o 


QUANTITY AND DECLARED VALUE OF WOOLLEN 


Clulh';, of 






1 

Si’i'ciiid., .iiid 

Infenor 

Napi^ed 
CoatintN, 
Duffles, &c. 

Kerseymeres. 

Baizes 
of all Sorts. 

FlaimeL 

Blankets and 
BlaiikeLng. 

to whicli 
KAPOllTKl). 

(^kiahty. 



• 



(jHiantity. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 


Pjcce-^. 

I'lms. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Russia 

7‘) ()7l 

27 

2,180 

128 

62,4364 

6,742 

Sweden 



1 


832 

58 

Norway 

588 

217 

• 60 

274 

4,335 

268- 

Denmark 

717 

34 

354 


8,H‘4 

382 

Poland 

2 

... 



100 

ISQ 

Prussia 

S3 

67 

214 

3 

1,324 


Germany 

9 274 

27,740 

27.882 

200 

144,972 

12,660 

Holland 

<) 892 

13,374 

2 374 

1,741 

37,928 

7,690 

Flanders 

3,164 

6 586 

1,575 

13 

44,.555 

6,663 

France 

7;? 


67 

i 

4 

1,944 

15 

Portugal, &c, 

Spain, &c. 

39 854 

7,466 

3.931 

13,114 

14,859 

44,745 

3 3i95| 

1 ,228 

930 

5,584 

42,554 

10,152 

Gibraltar 

4,344 

1,270 

950 

883 

79.720 

1 -a.i5o 

Italy 

7.729 

2,772 

658 

48 

20,623 


Malta 

8.453 

1,305 

811 

53 

4,730 

100 

'I’lirkey and Levant - 

185 

51 



1,450 

650 

Ireland, and Isle of Man 

21,734 

61 

4,008 

91 

200,707 

30,500 

Isles, Guernsey, Jersey, ? 

and Alderney 5 

Asia 

991 

93 

20^- 

1 H04 

25,054 

4,280 

19,433 

170 

231 

330 

225,487 

23,824 

Africa 

1,485| 

498 

1,122 

241 

14,3864 

14,190 

America ; viz. United ) 
States - ) 

195,124 

19,798 

.39.899 

4,446 

2,288,758 

1,265,746 

— British Northern? 
Colonies - \ 

32 412 

1,827 

2,248i 

1,051 

484,129 

2,58,359 

We.st Indies 

16,649i 

529i 

2,708 

8,109 

69,729 

233,597 

'Foreign continent colonics 

33 319 

5,409 

2,911 

13,926 

12,999 

39,320 

Honduras 

4 30 


50 


700 

- 1,860 

Total 

488,658^ 

f0,522§ 

95,184J 

50,1294 

3,792,4544 

1,964,701 

Declared Value 

L.4,201,073 

L.388.999 

L.579,687 

L.278,538 

L.323,163 

L.244,926 


Sheep and Lambs Wool Imported 


FROM 

Libs. 

Russia 

228,676 

Denmark 

80,646 

Iceland and Feroe 

.33,395 

Prussia 

16,712 

Germany 

2,816,655 

Holland 

143,390 

Flanders 

77,625 

France 

- • 221,595 

Portugal, &.C. 

493,277 

Spain 

- • 2,958,607 

Gibraltar 

29,652 


In the year ending 5ih January i817. 


FROM Libs. 

Italy - - - 108,234 

Turkey - . . 

Ireland and Isle of Man, (produce) 600,377 

Foreign 1,171 

New Holland ... 13,611 

Cape of Good Hope - - 9,623 

United States of America - ’43,465 

Spanish South America - 206,454 

Brazils - . - 5,512 

British West Indies - - 6,329 


8,117,86*4 
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THE BRITISH WOOLLEN TRADE. 

in the Year ending Bih January 1817 ; distinguishing the Countries to 
the various Articles^ and their Respective Value* 


GOODS AND YARN EXPORTED FROM GREAT jIrITAIN. • 



Carpftts and 
Cariicting. 

» Stuffs, 
Woollen or 
Worsted. 

— , 

Sttxikings. 

Worsted. 

• 

Stflidry arti- 
cle.s, consisting 
of Hosiery, noi 
described. 
Rugs, Cover- 
bds. Tapes, 
d:c. 

Wocdlens, 
mixed with 
Cotton. 

Woollen 
and Worsted 
Yarn. 

Total Declared 
Value of the 
• Preceding. 

QuanAty. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Declared value 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 



Yards. 

Pieces. 

Doz. Pairs. 

• 

L. 

Yards. 

Libs. 

L. 


30,863 

2,261 

208 

0 

1,234 

12,433 


818,923 


1,240 

15 

4 

9 

21 



1,520 


. 645 

479 

41 

4 

019 

l,7I5i 


8,897 

) 

1,047 

891 

10 

0 

152 

786 


13,164 


1,130 

. 52 



• •• 

... 

... 

460 


*1,832 

188 

3 

0 

1,028 

2,260 


5,673 


'73,579 

37,748 

93,936 

7 

16,052 

1,35,862 


423,672 


28,737^ 

31,447 

8,636 

10 

3,986 

19,730} 


228,237 


6,162 

5,635 

5,145 

6 

3,645 

31,785 

... 

98,669 


352 

-345 

196 

0 

443 

2,338 


4,361 


18,043 

27,472 

3,417 

0 

35,206 

25,190 


568,454 


6,064 

11,644 

2,840 

0 

25,931 

5,846 


146,540 

r 


10,659 

892 

10 

13.846 

19,593 


103,544 


4‘;765 

14,852 

62 

0 

1,060 

2,894 


102,829 


* 317 

3,682 

87 

0 

693 

3, ,382 


67,335 

,■ 

1 13,595 

1,816 

20 

0 

104 

... 


11,072 


46,894 

8,150 

12,453 

0 

11,582 

121,483 

523,6.38 

562,200 


7,211 

8371 

650 

6 

280 

548} 


23,295 


9,879 

187,820 

629' 

0 

8,863 

4,044 

... 

1,0,30,221 


! 3,718 

l,638i 

1,520 

0 

1,139 

2,940 


37,853 


526,964 • 

202,061 

69,059 

6 

47,802 

198,268 


3,029,667 


69,563 

21,362 

18,709 

4 

8,,995 

24,103 

8,75? 

447,628 

• 

3,080 

13,094 

S37 

6 

4,916 

21,5,912 


251,602 


9,946 

9,810 

2,483 

0 

7,746 

54,805 

... • 

417,806 

• 

• •• * 

14 

7 

0 




861 

) 

866, 226^ 

593,972j 

131,849 

10 

L.l 94,043 

885,918} 

5,32,395 

8,404,481 


L.184,186 

L. 1,656,811 

L. 151,060 


L.l 34,296 

L.67,699 
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GENERAL VIEW OF 
Account of all Cotton Piece and Woven Goods 


' 

Calicoes, &c. 
White or 
Plain. 

Muslins, dec. 
Prmt^, 
Chcquered.&c. 

Muslins, dec. 
White or 
Plain. 

Muslins, 
Printed; Che- 

qnered, &c. 

Fustians. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yard.s. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Russia - ^ 

554,952 

121.199 

623,491 

360 

18,703 

Sweden 

18,628 

7,917 

61,404 

... 

50” 

Norway 

38,654 

147,588 

2^359 

4,159 

2,403 

Denmark 

204,555 

571,039 

444,943 

.... 

183,869 

Prussia 

48,557 

931,843 

225,583 

711 

78,283 

Germany 

6,265,485 

16,902,678. 

5,575,376 

77,575 

3,909,877 

Holland 

2,744,911 

5,728,708 

1,6.33,342 

37,592 

496,744 

Flanders 

1,126,012 

1,873,708 

1,567,388 

44,765 

663,782 

France 

44,026 

68,591 

81,060 

27,650 

31 

Portugal, Azores, and ) 
Madeira - 3 

4,408,250 

5,724,806 

1,925,271 

45,706 

560,759 

Spain and Canaries 

542,140 

998,508 

193,832 

1,726 

99,128 

Gibraltar 

2,882,868 

5,168,037 

2,157,243 

87,945 

536,523 

Italy 

3,133,439 

4,453,689 

2,790,203 

22,519 

575,963 

Malta 

1,173,773 

2,406,373 

3,210,699 

81,851 

95,408 

Turkey 

232,526 

62.3,584 

820,719 

43,628. 

16,252 

Ireland 

525,733 

146,548 

123,009 

... 

442,317 

Isle of Man 

24,946 

44,548 

7,165 

... 

866 

Isles, Guernsey, Jersey , ) 
and Alderney 3 

East Indies, and China 

197,502 

157,236 

3,312 

... 

2,2^19 

252,560 

968,903 

462,051 

12,724 

9,020 

New Holland 

5,147 

15,163 

2,723 


5,342 

Cape of Good Hope 

158,254 

312,865 

116,810 

8,119 

48,153 

Barbary and Morocco 

22,600 

5,059 

240 

... 

... 

Coast of Africa 

59,228 

351,900 

13,461 

... 

9,816 

United States of America 

12,175,975 

16,92^,239 

5,495,417 

156,464 

837,468 

West Indies 

6,680,147 

14,860,343 

4,440,786 

401,839 

261,162 

The Brazils - 

4,771,176 

7,959,670 

2,799,574 

6,633 

289,436 

Spanish Colonies, and> 
Continent of America 3 

791,668 

932,002 

319,079 

... 

143,767 

British Provinces in ) 
North America 3 

1,167,990 

1,988,142 

344,715 

8,699 

199,5n 

Total 

50,251,102 

90,392,886 

35,460,257 

1,021,015 

9,486,882 


Cotton Yarn Exported in 



Libs. 

, Declared Value. 


Russia 

2,554,942 

L.407,987 2 6 


Sweden 

5,788 

1,512 10 0 


Norway 

187 

50 13 0 


Denmark 

35,780 

4,699 5 0 


Prussia 

34,420 

5,869 19 1 


Germany 

10,594,400 

1,748,646 13 4 


Holland - , 

769,105 

130,886 7 10 


Flanders 

739,245 

150,512 10 8 


France - 

2,481 

97.8 0 0 


Portugal 

Spain 

39,626 

10 

9,775 0 0 

0 0 


Gibraltar 

50,342 

8,198 10 2 


Italy 

252,691 

48,302 2 0 
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THE BRITISH COTTON TRADE. 

Exported in the Year ending Sth January, 1817. 

Cotton Counterpanes Lace ~ Tapes Cotton for Hoziery : 

and Linen and Bed and Patent and Small Stitching and viz. 
mixed. Twilts. Net , Wires. Sewing. Stockings, 


JDeclared 

Value. 


Hosiery of 
all other 
Sorts. 



325971 

11,285 

2,173,988 

3,000 


2,266,65,5 20,561 



L.32 13 5 
160 12 0 
5 0 0 
259 9 6 
405 14 11 
422 5 0 
7 .0 O 

1,530 0 0 

566 3 7 
770 O 0 
431 O O 
•SO O 0 
12 7 0 
281 16 0 
20 O O 


16,691 10 9 
2,771 19 11 
4,918 O 2 

1,767 14 0 


22,620 11 

« 

7,158 6 


Declared Value. 


Malta 
Turkey 
Ireland 
Isle of Man 

Guerikey and Jersey - 
Asia ' - - 

Africa 

America, United States 
British NortJi American ) 
Colonies - > 

British West Indies 
Foreign Colonics 


166,860 

474,199 

622,107 

820 

4,374 

624 

91 

S,856 

^ f 

9,584 * 


..25,563 5 0 
80 627 3 3 

78,936 17 8 

61 10 0 
1,639 0 O 
189 18 10 
21 10 O 
1,403 10 O 

1,174 9 6 

321 13 O 
30 0 0 


116,362,782 | 2,707,384 10 10 
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GENERAL VIEW OF 


Account of all Linen Cloth Imported into and Exported 



• 

QUANTITIES 


Quantities 

Imported. 

' Foreign 
Europe. 

Ireland, 
Guernsey, 
.Jersey, 
and Man. 

Asia. 

Africa. 

FOREIGN LINENS. ' 

Plain of Germany, Silebia, &c. 

of Russia - - - 

of Flanders and Holland 

Canvas Hessians - - - 

Ells. 

ei,409i 

111,1151 

8,131f 

3,477| 

6,440 

184 

19,278 

10,888i 

Ells. 
6,691 
42,961 
. 134 
6,985 ‘ 
789 

Ells. 

' Ells.*' 

600 

416 

1,78? 

5,160 

Ells. 

1,200 

18,760 

Hinderlands, Brown 

Drillings and Pack Duck 

Sail Cloth - - - - 

... 

417 

Total Number of Ells 

220,722J 

57,560 


7,958 

20,377 1 

Damask and Diaper of Silesia, icc. - 

Yards. 

20,18lX 

273^ 

V anls. 
216 

20 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 





Total Number of Yards 

20,454i 

238 



... 

Cambrics and French Lawns - 

Pieces. 

38,481J 

115 

Pieces 

84 

107 

Pieces. 

j Pieces. 

Pieces. 

6 , 

Total Number of Pieces 

S8,578{ 

191 

... 

... 


Unrated — Chequered and Striped 

■ ■■ . Strinpil 

Declared 

Value. 

L. s. d. 

149 14 10 

f *70 11 O 

Declared 

Value. 

L. 5* d. 

Declared 

Value. 

L. s. d. 

Declared 

Value. 

J-i* a. d» 

6 11 0 

Declared 

Value. 

L. s. d. 

Sails, Foreign made - • - 

1 /M 11 ^ 

2180 9 5 


... 

... 

Total, entiered at Value 

2490 0 5 



8 11 0 


• IRISH LINENS, 

Yards. 

11,204,854 

2,572,587 

Yards. 

156,773 

Yards. 

15,777 

Yards^ 

14,870 


Foreign Linen Yarn ImpoHed. 

Cwts. qrs. lbs. 

Year ending 5tli January, 1815 - 45,928 2 17 

1818 - 41,198 O 11 

1817 - 9,691 a 7 
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THE BRITISH LINEN TRADE. 


from Great Britain in the Year ending 5th January ^ 1817. 



EXPORTED TO. 


, 





United 

British North 

British 

Foreign 

Other 

Total 

Quantities re- 
tained for Home 


States of 

American 

West 

West 

Parts of 

Quantities 

Consumption. 


America. 

Colonies. 

Indies. 

indies. 

America. 

Exported. 


.Ills. 

Ells. 

Ells. 

Ells. 

Ells. * 

EUs. 

Ells. 



... 

94,131 

15,04 

30,735 

148,261 

Excess of Export. 


27,529 

105^300 

161,579 

30,600 

10,1^ 

397,519 

456,8144 


... 

, 684* 

6,426 

... 

7,660 

1,2194 



4,621 • 

53 

... 

... 

13,441 

4,169 


412 

2,234 

4,623 


1.3,218 

8,9604 


... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

184 



308 

427 

»•« 


1,152 

11.651 


... 

... 

1,372 

1,715 

2,244 

5,331 

5,357J 


27*941 

110,229 

260,480 

58,868 

43,169 

586,582 

331,2334 


Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 


, 1,0*18 

18,495f 

97 



126 

2,057 

1 

... 

273j 




... 

20 


1,618 

1.8,768i 

97 

1 

... 

126 

2,077 


Piece-.. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 


1 ,6.55 

42,421^ 

787 

1,275 

489 


4,296 


... 

Excess of Export. 

... 

2,859 

... 

592 

; 3,558 


1,655 

39,795J 

787 

4,134 

489 

592 

7,854 


Declared 

Declared 

Declared 

Declared 

Declared 

Declared 

Declared 


Value. 

Value. 

Value. 

Value. 

Value. 

Value. 

Value, 


L. S. d 

L. 8. d. 

L. s. d. 

L. 8. d. 

Ly s. d. 

L. s. d 

L. s. d. 


... 



... 

86 10 0 

... 

86 10 0 



179 11 2 

• «* 

• •• 


... 

6 11 0 


... 

2,160 9 5 



... 

... 




2,340 0 7 

... 

... 

86 10 0 


90 1 0 


Yards. 

Yards. 

Vards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 

Yards. 


1 ,474,053 

32,603,032 

322,418 : 

2,114,876 

351,015 

1,579,453 

8,601,822 


Flax Imported in the Year ended 5th Jann^r^y 1817. 


UNDRESSED. 




Cwts. 

qrs. lbs 

Russia 

- 

150,321 

1 19 

Sweden 

. 

419 

3 15 

Prussia 

- 

880 

0 26 

Germany 

- 

11 

2 20 

Holland 

• 

57,907 

1 25 

Flanders 

- 

2,265 

1 12 

Portugal 

* 

631 

1 9 

Ireland 

- 

182 

0 10 


* 

212,619 

1 24 

Dressed Flax 



IS lbs.' 
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GENERAL VIEW OF 
Account of Silk Goods Exported from Great Britain^ 

Stuffs of Silk, only including Stockings, troves. Sewing Silk mixed with Gold ^ 
Gauze and Cfrape. Silk, &c. and Silver. 

Quantity, f Official Value. Quantity. I Official Value. Quantity. iOffidal Value. 
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THE BRITISH SILK TRADE. 
in the Year ending 5th January, 1817. 
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FIRST 'REPORT 

From the Select ^Committee on Finances, 


The Select Committee appointed 
to inquire into and state the income 
and e;jcpenditure of the United King, 
dom, for the year ended the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 18J7» and also to consider and 
state the probable income and expen- 
diture, (so far as the same can now be 
estimated ) for the years ending the 5th 
of January, 1818, and the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1819, respectively, and to re- 
port the same, together with their ob- 
servations thereupon, from time to 
time to the House, and also to con- 
sider what further measures may be 
adopted for the relief of the country 
from any part of the said expenditure, 
without detriment to the public inte- 
rest. 

Having had under ^heir consideration 
the state of various offices in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, which are commonly, 
though incorrectly, known under the 
general denomination of sinecures, con- 
ceive that they cannot better discharge 
theduty imposed upon them by the lat- 
ter part of the order of reference, than 
by bringing under the early noticeof the 
Hou se, the annual charge incurred by 
the continuance of offices, either wholly 
useless, or the salaries of which appear 
disproportionate to their actual duties ; 
and of the system, which they submit, 
as fit to be substituted in their stead. 

The subject is by no means new to 
the House, having been.brought un- 
der discussion at various times within 


the last ten years, and particularly in 
the session of 1812 and 1813. 

The object of your Committee was 
to ascertain, first, what offices may be 
reduced or regulated (after the expi- 
ration of the existing interests) with- 
out detriment to the public service. 
Secondly, under what regulations such 
of those offices as it may be deemed 
proper to continue, ought to be admi- 
nistered, after the expiration of the ex- 
isting interests. Thirdly, as it is ob- 
vious, that whenever such regulations 
and reductions as are contemplated by 
•your Committee shall be carried into 
effect, the means of rewarding merito- 
rious public service will be in great 
measure taken from the Crown, your 
Committee deem it indispensible that 
provision should be made for enabling 
the Crown, under proper regulations 
and restrictions, to afford a reasonable 
recompense for the faithful discharge 
of high and effective civil offices. 

OFFICES IN ENGLAND. 

The view which your Committee 
have taken of the two offices of Chief 
Justice in Eyre, North and Souf|h of 
Trent, is that they may be abolished 
without detriment to the public ser- 
vice, ^nd the emoluments thereof be- 
come a future saving to the public ; 
regard being had in these, as well as 
in every other office which forms the 
1 
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subject of this Report^ to the existing 
interests. 

In the Exchequer,— 

Auditor of the Exchequer, 

Clerk of the Pells, 

Four Tellers of the Exchequer 5 also. 
The Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

* Governor of the Isle of Wight ; also, 
Commissary- General of Musters. 

The office of one of the Joint Pay- 
^ masters may als'o be aboHsheti, being 
wholly inefficient and useless, with re- 
gard to all business connected with the 
army ; but it must be recollected, that 
an effective and very important situa- 
tion, without salary, has been fre* 
quently held, and is now held, by oi|e 
of the Joiht Paymasters ; for the dis- 
charge of which, your Committee do 
not consider the salary of 2000L, at 
present attached to the office of second 
Paymaster, as more than adequate ; 
but they submit to the House, that it 
will be more consistent with the sys- 
tem which they wish to introduce, that 
the Vice-President of the Board of 
Trade should receive a salary as such, 
than be paid indirectly as one of the 
Joint Paymasters- General 

One Deputy Paymaster-General. 

The office of Paymaster of Marines 
is now discharged in persbn, under re- 
gulations adopted in 1813, without 
any deputy allowed, or paid by the 
public ; but as some further inquiries 
may be necessary before your Com- 
mittee dan finally report upon it, they 
defer their observations until the esti- 
mates for the navy shall come before 
them, with which this office is imme- 
diately connected. 

Upon the office of Paymaster of 
Widows* Pensions, although no strong 
objections occur to your Committee 
agains^t uniting it with the foregoing 
office ; yet, so long as it continues at 
the low scale of expense at whicji it is 
now fixed,- it does not seem expeclient 
to recommend any alteration for the 
purpose of effecting a savincr, which 

VOL. X. PART il. 


would, if any, be very inconsiderable* 
The annual charge is no more than 
6801., and ample security is *taken, 
amounting to 20,0001., for the money 
in charge, and for the punctual pay- 
ment of nearly 70,0001. in very small 
sums, to 2200 widows, scattered over 
every part of the United Kingdom, 
and many of them resiejent abroad. It 
must be farther observed, that though 
the salary of this office, having been 
formerly paid out of the produce of 
old stores, is now annually voted in the 
naval estimates, yet the* appointment is 
not vested in the Crown, but in the 
governors of this charity. 

Law Clerk in the Secretary of State’s 
office; also. 

Collector and Transmitter of State 
Papers. 

The inconsiderable offices of Prin- 
cipal Housekeeper, and Warehouse- 
keeper in the Excise Office, Establish- 
ed Messenger in the War Office, and 
some others included in the table of 
the bill of 1812 and 1813, were at 
that time held as sinecures ; with re- 
ard to these, it is sufficient to lay 
own as a rule, that no person in fu- 
ture should be allowed to hold any in- 
ferior office of this description, without 
performing the duty in person ; and 
where no duty is attached (as in the 
case of Cartaker to his Majesty,) all 
such nominal office^ should be sup- 
pressed. 

The offices of Jbint Postmaster-Ge- 
neral in ngland and Ireland do not 
appear to your committee to come un- 
der the general description of those 
which form the subject of this report. 
If, on the one hand, they are strongly 
of opinion that it would be inexpedient 
to place this branch of the public re- 
venue under the direction of a board, 
with a constitution similar to that of 
other revenue boards, as recommended 
by the finance committee of 1797, in 
their seventh r^ort ; on the other hand, 
they are by no means prepared to state 
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an opinion, that the management of 
the revenue of the post-office, amount- 
ing in England to a gross receipt of 
2,116,0871. and involving an expendi- 
ture of 593,6201. and amounting in Ire- 
land to a gross receipt of 230,0001. afld 
involving an expenditure of 148,0001., 
together with the complicated concerns 
by ^hich this department is connected 
with the convenience of the communi- 
ty, and the commercial interests of the 
empire, can without disadvantage, be 
permanently confided to one individual. 

Your committee have learnt with sa- 
tisfaction, that, by the last indenture 
of the Mint, the office of Clerk of the 
Irons has been merged in that of su- 
perintendent of the machinery, which 
ia a very necessary and effective office ; 
and that it is provided by the same in- 
denture, that the office of Comptroller 
of the Mint should, at the termination 
of the present existing interest, be ex- 
ecuted in person by the present depu- 
ty, at the salary which he now receives, 
thereby saving the salary and emolu- 
ments of the principal. The office of 
Warden of the Mint, it is understood, 
will, in like manner, be discontinued ; 
as well as every other office in this 
department, which comes within the 
principle of regulation or abolition, 
which it is the object of your commit- 
tee to extend to all offices of this de- 
cription. 

Clerk of the Parliaments.— --- 

Four Clerks of the Signet, and Four 
Clerks of the Privy Seal. 

Comptroller-General of Accounts, 
Excise, and Inspector-General. 

Register to Commissioners of Ex- 
cise ; Inspector-General of Coffee and 
Tea, &c. and all other offices, the du- 
ties of which are connected with the 
collection and receipt of the public re- 
Yenue, ought, in the opinion of your 
committee, to be abolished, so far as 
the salaries of those offices are payable 
to individuals who do not execute in 


erson the efficient duties of such of- 
ices. 

. SCOTLAND. 

Keeper of the Great Seal. — Your 
committee recommend, that this office 
should be preserved ; but the salary re- 
gulated to 20001. 

Keeper of the Privy SeaJ. — It is re- 
commended that this office should be 
continued at a salary of lOOOl. 

Lord Justice-General. — Your com- 
mittee recommend, that after thp ter- 
mination of the existing interest in this 
office, the President of the Court of 
Session, for the time being, should as- 
sume the title, rank, and privileges of 
I^rd- Justice- General, the salary dis- 
continued. 

Keeper of the Signet. — All the du- 
ties of this office may be annexed to 
that of Lord Register, and the fees 
should be carried to the public ac- 
count ; for the office of Lord Regis- 
ter, a fixed salary of 15001. 

Knight Marshal. — The office to be 
retained, but the salary discontinued. 

Vice-Admiral — Ditto. 

Governor and other offices in the 
Mint may bi abolished. — Also, 
Receiver-General of Bishops’ K ents, 
Auditor of Exchequer, 

Assistant Surveyor- Gencralof Taxes, 
Comptroller-General of Customs, 
Cashier and Receiver-General of Ex- 
cise. — This office ought to be executed 
in person ; and even taking into consi- 
deration the amount of the security re- 
quired, which is stated to be 30,0001. a 
salary of lOOOl. a year would be ample. 

Three old Inspectors of Wheel-car- 
riages, Gazette Writer, and Inspector- 
General of Roads. 

IRELAND. 

Clerk of the Pells, 

Teller of the Exchequer, 

^ Auditor- General. 

The necessary duties attached to 
these offices must continue to be per- 
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formed | but the rtlary and emoluments 
now receivable by the principals should 
become, as in the English Exchequer, 
a saving to the public. 

Keeper of the Privy Seal, — This of- 
fice is now held for life j but it should 
i be granted during pleasure onfy, and 
always annexed to the office of Chief 
Se^cretary to the Lord-Lieutenant. 
Surveyor- General of Crown^Lands, 

• KeeperofRecordsjBirminghaniTowcr, 
Keeper of the Records of Parliament, 
Clerk of the Paper-office. 

These officers have charge of public 
documents, which may be transferred 
to the building which has been con- 
structed for the custody of the public 
records of Ireland. 

Accountant to the Board of General 
Officers, 

Secretary to ditto. 

Corrector and Supervisor of his Ma- 
jesty Printing Press, 

Compiler of the Dublin Gazette, 
Master of the Revels, 

Seneschal of his Majesty's Manors, 
Accountant General (an office paid 
from the civil list,) 

Supervisor of Accounts, Barrack De- 
^ ^pSrtment, 

Barrack Master of the. Royal Bar- 
racks : — Also, 

Constables of the Castle of Limerick, 
_ ‘ _ _ Dublin, 

— — — Castlemain : — Also, 

Clerk of the Council, 

Mustermaster General (held by two 
persons,) 

Pratique Master gf the Port of Dublin, 
Storekeeper of the Customs. 

There wore several other offices enu- 
merated in the table annexed to the bill 
of 1813, in the Custom aqd Excise de- 
partments of the revenue, the duties of 
which were not performed in person. 

Your Committee have learnt with 
satisfaction, that to any of these\)ffices 
which have become vacant since the 
passing of that bill by the house, no 
apppintment has been made by the Irish 


Government ; and that the salaries at- 
tached to them, have been saved, by re- 
moving the individuals holding them to 
other effective offices. 

They therefore have only to express 
tHeir opinion, that such of !he offices 
enumerated in the table as yefc remain, 
should be abolished as opportunities oc- 
cur, and to recommend generally that 
the duties of all offices, or whatever de- 
scription, connected with the collec- 
tion ar^d receipt of the public revenue,' 
should be performed in person, by those 
who hold them, at reasonable rates of 
salary. 

ENGLAND. 

Offices in Courts of Lato in the gift of 

the Crown, 

The appointments to the under- 
mentioned offices in the Court of Ex- 
chequer having been stated to your' 
Committee not to belong to the Judges 
of that court, but to be in the gift of 
the Crown, and it appearing that the 
duties of them are executed by deputy, 
there appears no reason for their being 
'continued, except upon such ah esta- 
blishment as may afford an adequate 
remuneration to the proper officers 
hereafter appointed to discharge the 
duties in person. • 

Exchequer 

King's Remembrancer, 

Clerk of*the Pleas, 

Clerk of the Pipe, 

Comptroller of the Pipe, 

Deputy ditto. 

Marshal, 

Foreign Apposer, 

Surveyor and Receiver- General of 
Green Wax, 

Three Messengers out of four. 

Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer, 
Clerk of Foreign Estreats, 

Clerk of the Nichils, 

Comptrollers of First Fruits. 
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Alienation Offce. 

Three Commissioners, 

Receiver. General, 

Two Entering Clerks, ^ 

Master jn Chancery, 

Solicitor of the Exchequer. 

« 

SCOTLAND. 

•Director of the Court of Chancery, 
Clerk of the Court of Chancery, 
Principal Clerk in the Court of Admi- 
ralty, 

King’s Remembrancer, 

Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer in the 
Court of Exchequer, 

One of the Clerks in the Pipe Office, 
Presenter of Signatures, Exchequer, 
Register of Seisins, 

Clerk of the Admission of Notaries in 
the Court of Session : 

With respect to the offices of Di- 
rector of the Court of Chancery, Pre- 
senter of Signatures, and Register of 
Seisins in Scotland, as the duties of 
these three offices are stated to be high- 
ly important, and not only intimately' 
connected with each other, but ^^ith 
the legal forms and proceedings on 
which the titles and security of real 
estates essentially depend in that part 
of the United Kingdom, your com- 
mittee would, upon every principle, 
abstain from interfering with any of 
tho>e legal forms ind proceedings ; 
and the emoluments of them rought to 
be regulated, as to ensure the due exe- 
cution in person of their respective 
duties, by individuals competent by 
their professional knowledge to dis- 
charge those dutiep, and by their sta- 
tion in society to give such security as 
may be deemed adequate. 

IRELAND. 

All the offices in the courts of law 
in Ireland, included in the list annexed 


to the bill of 1816> with the exception 
of those which have hitherto been in 
the gift of the Chief Judges of the 
courts of law in Ireland, ought, in the 
opinion of yonr committee, to be regu- 
lated on such principles as shall ensure 
the performance of their duties in per- 
son by those who hold them. 

Public Registrar of Deeds, 

Clerk of Crown and Hanaper, 

Chief Remembrancer, 

Clerk of the Pipe, 

Comptroller of the Pipe, 
Chirographer, 

Prothonotary, Common Pleas, 
Prothonotary, King’s Bench, 
Crown Office, King’s Bench, 
Transcriptor and Foreign Apposcr, 
Clerk of the Report Office, 
Pursuivant, Court of Exchequer, 
Register of Forfeitures, 

Usher of the Exchequer, 

Register, Court of Chancery, 
Accountant General, ditto, 
Sergeant at Arms, Pleas Office, 
Lord Treasurer, or 2d Remembran- 
cer, Exchequer. 

The right of appointment to ihe 
Clerkship of the Pleas of the Court of 
Exchequer has been contested by the' 
Chief Baron of that Court ; and the 
right is not yet finally determined. 

The duties of the Accountant-Ge- 
neral of the Court of Chancery are 
now performed in person by the indi- 
vidual who holds the office. 

The same observation appli s to the 
office of Comptroller of the Pipe. 

Colonial Officer. 

Upon the Colonial offices sufficient 
materials have not been laid before 
your committee for presenting them 
fully and satisfactorily to the view of 
the house ; but the general principle 
to be. applied in dealing with them ap- 
pears to be, in ihe fir&t place, that of 
enforcing, to the utmost, residence 
within the colonies, or foreign posses- 
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sions to which those offices belong, and 
personal performance by the principid 
of the duties annexed to them : the se- 
cond object to be attained ought to be 
the reduction of the salaries to such a 
rate, as may afford a fair and sufficient 
% recompence for the services to he per- 
fumed ;• and any saving which can be 
drived from such regulations should 
be applied (as. the*case may^be) in aid 
* of some of the public burdens incident- 
al td the civil government of such co- 
lonies or foreign possessions: observing 
farther, that in the old colonies any 
such application of savings must be 
\nade at the recommendation of the go- 
vernors of such colonies, with the con- 
sent of tfie local legislatures of each. 

It is difficult to state, with accu- 
racy, the aggregate annual value of all 
the offices which have been mentioned. 
Those which depend upon fees fluc- 
tuate considerablyin their amount from 
various circumstances ; and there are 
several others (particularly those be- 
longing to the colonies) of which the 
income has never been exactly return- 
ed. 

The whole may be estimated at from 
to 100,000/. 

Regulations applicable to OJJfices, the 

I^ulies of which aremecessary to be 

Lontiuucd. 

The inquiries now made have fully 
confirmed the observation contained 
in the First Report of the Committee 
upon Sinecure Offices, appointed in 
1810: That the number of offices, 

which* have revenue without any em- 
ployment cither of principal or deputy, 
is very inconsiderable, and that by far 
the greatest number of offices, which 
are commonly described as sinecure, 
fall properly under the description of 
offices executed by deputy, or offices 
having revenue disproportionate to em- 
ployment.’* • 


The o,nly situations in England, of 
afly considerable emolument, which can 
be considered as perfect sinecures, are 
the two offices of Chief Justice in Eyre, 
north and south of Trent ; there will 
be no difficulty in transferring any 
formal duties bdonging to these offices 
(if any such still remain) to the Com- 
missioners of Woods and Land Reve- 
nue. These salaries, as well as that of 
the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
being paid out of the English civil list, 
and the salaries of several offices in 
Scotland and Ireland being, in like 
manner, charged upon the respective 
civil lists of those parts of the United 
Kingdom, your Committee recom- 
mend, that a general rule should be 
laid down for carrying to the Consoli- 
dated Fund these and similar savings, 
as they may arise. 

In Scotland, the office of high rank 
and emolument, that of Lord Justice- 
General, should be annexed by law to 
tlAt of Lord President of the Court 
of Session 

YourCommittee are of opinion, that 
it should be left to the judgment and 
' responsibility of the Lords of the Trea- 
sury for the time being, as vacancies 
occur, to place the several offices pro- 
posed to be regulated upon such an 
establishment, with respect to the num- 
ber and rank of the persons requisite 
for the discharge of the efficient func- 
tions of such ofi|ces, and the amount 
of salary to be assigned to each per- 
son, as may appear to them adequate, 
after a full inquiry into the nature and 
extent of the duties to be performed, 
and the degree of official and pecuniary 
responsibility which necessarilyattach- 
es to some of them. If it should be 
thought proper in any act to be passed, 
with reference to the subject of this 
report, to enact, that when ever any of 
the said offices shall be reduced and 
regulated, there shall be laid before 
both Houses,of Parliament a compa- 
rative statement of the number, duty. 
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and emolument of the respective offi- 
cers under the old and new establish- 
ments, your Committee conceive that 
the Parliamentary check, created by 
this arrangement, would be sufficient 
to prevent any abuse of a power,, which 
seems properly to belong to the Lords 
of the Treasury, as the official and re- 
sponsible advisers of the crown, upon 
all matters which relate to the super- 
intendance and controul over the pub- 
lic expenditure. 

It appears, that on a vacancy which 
recently occurred in the office of Clerk 
of the Pleas in the Court of Exche- 
quer, by the death of the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, a claim to the ap- 
pointment to that office was preferred 
by the Chief Baron of the Exchequer 
in Ireland, and an individual was ap- 
pointed by him, and was sworn in be- 
fore the Court of Exchequer. A pro- 
ceeding by quo warranto^ was insti- 
tuted on the part of the Crown, and 
the judgment of the Court of King^s 
Bench was adverse to the claim of the 
Chief Baron. An appeal, however, 
has been made to the Court of Error ; 
and may hereafter be made, by either 
party to the House of Lords. In the 
meantime, by an act of the legislature, 
56th Geo. III. c. 122, the emolu- 
ments of the office are paid into the 
Treasury, and the due discharge of all 
the official duties provided for. It is 
not impossible that claims, similar to 
those which have Ifeen preferred in 
this instance by the Chief Btvon, may 
be preferred to the appointment to 
other offices in the law courts of Ire- 
land, of great and disproportionate 
emolument, which have hitherto been 
considered as at the disposal of the 
Crown. 

Your Committee cannot, however, 
avoid submitting to the PJousc, whe- 
ther it would not be perfectly consist- 
ent, both in justice and sound policy, 
to provide lor the regulation of all 


such offices, after the expiration of the 
legally vested interests, upon the prin- 
ciples on which ft is proposed to re- 
gulate other offices partaking of the 
nature of ^necures. 

The duties attached to many of the 
principal offices in the courts of law in 
Ireland appear indeed to be so various 
and important, and to be necessarily 
performed by so many persons, that it 
would be extremely difficult, without 
the most mature consideration, and 
probably without inquiries, instituted 
on the spot, to suggest any arrange- 
ment for the future conduct of the 
business of these offices, when the ex- 
isting interests in tliem shall have ter- 
minated. 

Your Committee understand, howw 
ever, that there is at present a com- 
mission in Ireland, appointed in con- 
sequence of an address of the House, 
to inquire into the state of the courts 
of law in that part of the United King- 
dom, It would be very desirable that 
the members of this commission should 
be required by the Executive Govern- 
ment, to examine, with as little delay 
as possible, into the circumstances un- 
der which the several offices'^'h.^ 
courts of law, which have hitherto 
been considered in the disposal of the 
Crown, stand, and that they be re- 
quired to suggest a plan for the future 
regulations of these offices. 


Mode of rewarding; high and efficient 
Politicat Services^ 

Your Committee would have found 
themselves under considerable difficul- 
ty in submitting to the House any spe- 
cific plan for enabling the Crov^n to 
reward liigh and efficient political ser- 
vices, if they had not taken for. their 
guidaicce the principles and regulations 
established by the bill so often refer- 
red to, as the basis of the suggestions 
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which they have to offer under this 
head. 

Retaining the list and classification 
of offices according to that bill, your 
Committee are of opinion, that it would 
be expedient either to limit the total 
«,8um, which should in no case be ex- 
ce^ed, or to proceed, in another 
mo^e, towards obtaining the same ob« 
ject : 

Ist. By limiting the number of pen- 
siorjs*which could Ke granted, and in 
operation at any one time in each class. 
2dly. By providing that the power of 
granting such pensions should be call- 
c5d progressively into operation at sta- 
ted intervals, affording a reasonable 
probability, that at least an equal sa- 
ving will have been effected by the fall- 
ing in of the salaries or emoluments 
of some of the offices to Be regulated 
or abolished, instead of commencing 
at once upon the vacancy of the first 
of such offices as might exceed 2,000/. 
a year, or of any one given period. 
Sdly. That the provision of the bill 
which could have made it lawful for 
his Majesty, when any person should 
have served in more than one of the 
iCflfrrVi^Sses, to grant such pension as 
is annexed to the highest qlass in which 
he may have been employed, (without 
any reference to the duration of his 
service in that class,) should be so far 
amended as to require from any such 
person. a certain period of service in 
the higher class. 

With reference to these principles 
of modification, ^our Committee sub- 
mit, that the number of pensions in 
each of the, four classes should be li- 
mited ‘as follows : 

1st Class — First Lord of the Trea- 
sury,* First Lord of the Admiralty, 
three* Secretaries of State, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer — six pensions of 
3,000/. 

2d Class — Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land, — Secretary it War — three pen- 
sions of 2,000/. 


N.B. The Chancellor of the Ex« 
chequer for Ireland was inclu« 
ded in this class in the Bill of 
1813. 

3d Class — ^Two Secretaries of the 
Treasury — Principal Secretafy of the 
Admiralty — six pensions of 1,500/. 

4th Class — Under Secretaries of 
State — Clerk of the Ordnance — six 
pensions of 1,000/. 

That the Crown should have the 
power of granting one pension in each 
of these* classes, except .the second, at 
the end of two years from the adoption 
of this system by the legislature ; and 
so in succession at intervals of two 
years, until the expiration of twelve 
years, when it shall be lawful to the 
Crown to grant the whole number of 
pensions proposed in each class. With 
respect to the second class, it is propo- 
sed that the power should not com- 
mence till the expiration of four years, 
so as to come into complete operation 
at the same period of twelve years, as 
in the three other classes. 

Your Committee conceive that the 
offices of the President of the Board 
•of Controul, and Secretary to that 
Board, come withia,the description of 
effective, civil, and political offices, so 
far as to entitle them to be considered 
in any general system intended to be 
laid down with regard to such offices ; 
but they leave it to<he wisdom of the 
House to determine whether, as their 
salaries are entirely drawn from another 
quarter, •and not from public revenue, 
these offices ought to be included in 
the provisions of any bill which may- 
be framed upon the recommendationa 
contained in this report, or to form 
the subject of some other legislative 
measure. 

The regulations of the Bill, with re-i^ 
spect to length of service in each of the 
four classes, your Committee are of 
opinion might be amended in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

1st Class — Not less than two years* 
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service in one or more of the offices of 
that class. — 2d and 3d classes— either 
five years’ service in one of the of- 
fices of that class, or three years in 
that class, and not less than five years 
in some /)f the offices of the other 
classes, so as to make, in that case, at 
least eight years’ service ; but in the 
ivhole ^th class, at least ten years’ ser- 
vice. 

The only farther alteration which it 
has occurred to your Committee to re- 
commend in limitation of the<regula- 
tions of the bill, is, that the pensions 
of each class should, in all cases, be li- 
mited to the smaller sum specified in 
the bill, viz. 3,000/. for the first class ; 
2,000/. for the second ; 1 ,500/. for the 
third ; and 1,000/. for the fourth ; 
without any progressive increase de- 
pending upon length of service ; and 
that one half of such pension should 
abate upon the grantee being appoint- 
ed to «ny civil office or employment 
under the Crown of equal or greater 
amount. 

It has occurred to your Committee, 
that circumstancesmight possibly arise, 
though of occasional and rare occur- 
rence, in which it j^ight be highly ex- 
pedient for the Crown to possess the 
power of granting one pension in the 
first class, without reference to any 
specific period of service in the person 
to whom it might be granted ; and al- 
though there might be no actual va- 


cancy in the class. They therefore 
submit to the House, whether it might 
not be expedient to grant such a power, 
subject to any regulations in the mode 
of exercising it which may be thought 
necessary, and subject also to a provi- 
sion that any such grant should be held 
to be supernumerary ; so that, upzm 
any subsequent vacancy arising in the 
first class, it should not be filled up, 
except iii favour of the' person holding 
such extraordinary pension ; who •from 
that time would be considered as form- 
ing one of the limited list of six. 

Although it may be objected to the 
limited number proposed by your Com • 
mittee foreach class, that circumstances 
may arise in which, from the whole 
number of pensions in any of the class- 
es having been previously granted, the 
Crown might for a time be debarred 
from remunerating a person, who by 
long and meritorious services, might be 
entitled to such a reward ; such an in- 
convenience, they apprehend, could 
only exist for a short time ; and on 
the other hand, your Committee are of 
opinion that, without some such limi- 
tation, the saving, which they contem- 
plate as one of the inducemtr.vV^f..* 
substituting this mode of recompen- 
sing public service, for that Which is 
now at the disposal of the Crown, 
might be ultimately disappointed; 
March 28, 1817. 
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''^ACCOUNT OF ALL OFFICES IN .THE COLONIES, WITH 
. THEIR SALARY AND EMOLUMENTS. 


OFFICES. 

. 

Salaries and Emolu- 
ments, according to 
the latest returns. 

I. — Leewari> Islands. 

Governor, .... 

8. d. 

4,000 0 0 

Lieutenant-General of the Leeward Islands 

300 0 0 

liieutenant-Governor of Antigua 

200 0 0 

Lieutenant-Governor of Montserrat 

200 0 0 

Chief Justice of Antigua 

2J0 0 0 

Secretary and Clerk of the Crown ditto 

S2S 0 0 

Naval officer of ditto 

625 0 0 

Attmney-General of ditto and Montserrat 

SoliRtor-General of ditto and ditto 

Not ascertained. 

Not ascertained. 

Register in Chancery of Antigua 

120 0 0 

Chief Justice of Montserrat 

150 0 0 

^Scfeiary and Clerk of the Crown of ditto. 

150 0 0 

Naval officer of ditto ^ . 

No return. 

Provost ^Marshal of the Leeward Islands 

Not ascertained. 

* II. — Bahamas. ^ 

- -- 

CTOvernDr 

2,83.9 16 0 

(^lief Justice 

919 0 0 

First Assistant Judge 

.384 3 0 

Second do. do^ 

Not known. 

Secretary and Register, and Cleik of the Council 

1,069 8 10 

Attorney G(;neral 

397 10 0 

Provosit-Marslial 

537 10 0 

Naval Officer 

f 

150 0 0 

III. — Blkbicl. 


1 Jeutenaiit-Ciovernor 

1,392 18 6 

Colonial Secretary 

1,607 0 0 

Vendue Master 

720 0 0 

H ecei ver- General 

1,081 6 2 
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OFFICES. 


Salariet and Exnolu- 
ments, according to 
the latest returns. 


IV. — Ba&BA|)OBS. 


Oovernor 

Secretary and Clerk of the Council 
Pltovost-JVIarshal, « 

Register in Chancery 
Naval Officer 
Attorney-Greneral 
Solicitor-General . i 


V. — Bermudas. 


4,000 0 0 

1,100* 0 o-'^ 

749 7 o' 

191 8 0 

600 0 0 
163 0,0 
No emoluments. 


Governor and Commander in Chief 

Chief Justice 

Attorney- G^eneral 

Secretary and Provost- IMarshal 


2,000 0 0 

530* 0 0 

150 0 0 

642 0 0 


VI. — Cape Breton. 


Lieutenant-Governor 
Chief Justice 
Attorney-General 
Secretary and Register 
Naval Officer 


600 0 0 
500 0 0 
145 0 0 
255 0 ^ 

188 0 0 


VII. — Cape of Good Hope. 


Governor 
Colonial Sccrc^ry 


« 

VIII.— Cevlon. 


The Governor 

Chief Secretary to Government 
Chief Justice 
Puisne Judge 
Advocate-Fiscal 


10,000 0 0 
, L. 3,500, & 
) 2,000 dol- 
1 lars for 
V liouse-rcnt. 


10,000 0 0 
3,200 0 0 

6,(V30 0 0 

3,500 C 0 
4500 0 0 


IX.— ^Demerarv. 


Lieutenant-Governor 
Secretary and Register 
Receiver 
Vendue Master 


5,500 0 0 

4,611 16 0 

632 15 0 

3,000 0 0 
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Salaries and Emolu- 
ments, according to 
the latest returns. 


500 0 0 


654 1 4 


• 


No return. 

, 

300 0 0 

• 

1,065 0 0 

• 

148 18 0 

• 

86 17 4 

• 

373 0 0 


514 13 0 

* 

550 0 0 

• 

1,589 0 0 

• 

750 0 0 

• 

509 0 0 

• 

509 0 0 

• 

509 0 0^1 

• 

155 0 0 

• 

• 417 14 Hi 


200 0 0 


Not known. 


{ L. 3,500 per 

• • 

( annum. 


800 0 0 

iuperior } 

4 L. 1,200 fixed 

• 5 

• 

( salary. 


No return. 


300 0 0 


Not known. 


Not known. 


1,566 0 0 

, 

317 0 0 


546 10 0 

• 

Not known. 


OFFICES. 


Naval Officer 
Harbour Master 


X. DOMIKICA. 


Governor 

Lieutenant-Governor . * 

Chief Justice “ - . 

Attorney-General 
Master and Examiner in Chancery 
Secretary, Register, and Clerk of the Council 
Naval Officer . . . ^ . 

Provost-Marshal . • 


^ XL — New Brunswick. 

Lieutenant-Governor • 

Chief Justice • . . . . 

Judge of the Supreme Court 

Ditto . . . • 

Ditto . , • • 

Attorney-General • • 

Secretary and Register 

Naval Officer . . • . 


XII. — Gibraltar. 


Govetnoy 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Deputy Judge- Advocate# 
Civil Secretary in the Gt 
Court 

Civil Judge • 


• XIII. — Grenaua 

Governor • . 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Chief-Justice 

Attorney-General 

Secretary, Register, and Clerk of the Council 
Naval Officer . • 

I^rovost-Marshal . ^ . 

Solicitor-General . # * . 
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Salaries and Emolu- 
ments. according to 
the latest returns. 


XIV. — Heligoland. 


Lieutenant-Governor 


XV. — Ionian Islands. 


King’s Commissioner 


■ 30s. per day, 
15s. do. tab^-- 
I money. ^ 


1,000 0.0 


XVI. — Jamaica. 


Governor 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Attorney-General 

Secretdry, and Clerk of Enrolments 
Naval Officer 
lleceiver-General 
Provost-Marshal 
Register in Chancery 
Clerk of the Crown and Peace 
^hief of the Supreme Court 
vendue Master 
Clerk of the Markets 
Governor of Fort-Chmles 


6,992 17 
Not known. 
1,000 0 0 
4,500 0 0 

1,955 7 2 

Not known. 
3,644 13 10 
6,164 10 11| 
420 0 0 

3,882 0 0 

Not known. 

200 0 0 
Not known. 


XVII. — Lower Canada. 

Captain, General, and Governor in Chief 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Rishop of Quebec . 

Chief Justice . . . . 

Chief Justice of Court of King’s Bench at Montreal 
Secretary and Register 
Clerk of the Crown * . 

Attorney- General 

Solicitor- General . ' . 

Naval Officer 
Executive Councillor 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto . . 

Ditto 

Ditto 


XVIII.— -Mali A. 


Governor 


5,000 0 0 
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Salaries and Emolu- 

OFFICES. ments, according to 

the latest returns. 


XIX*. — Mauritius. 

• . 

Governor . . • . . . 10,000 0 0 

chief Judge, and Commissary of Justice ^ . . 3,000 0 0 


* . XX.— >^EWFOUNDLAND. 

Governor . . • j ® ^ 

Chief Justice . . . ^ . . 1,000 0 0 


• XXI. — Nova STcotia. 

' Lieutenartt-Govcrnor . . . 2,200 0 0 

«kBishop of Nova Scotia .... 1,400 O 0 

Chief Justice .... 992 0 0 

Secretary ..... 647 10 0 

Attorney- General .... 387 10 0 

Solicitor-General . • . . 90 0 0 

Naval Officer ..... 329 15 7 

Clerk of the Crown, and Protlionotary . . . 176 4 0 


XXII. — PuiNci: Edwaui) Island. 

I Jeutcnant-Governor . . ^ . . 800 0 0 

CJIjmf .Jijstice . . *. . . 700 0 0 

Attorney- General .... 200 0 0 

Secretary and Register ^ . . . . 150 0 0 

. Naval Officer ..... 120 0 0 

^Provost- Marshal . . . . , 70 0 0 

• • 

XXIII.— Saint Lucia. 

• 

Governor ..... 3,000 0 0 

Secretary and Registrar . . •. . 375 0 0 

Naval Officer , . . . . . 385 0 O 


. XXIV. — Saint Vincent. 

• 

GovtVnor . ... 2,975 0 0 

Secretary, Register, and Clerk of the Council . . 710 18 8 

Naval Officer ... , . 295 10 0 

Attorney-General . . . * . 213 0 0 

Provost-JVJarshal . . . . 1,100 0 0 
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XXV. — Saint Christopher's, IJevis, Aucuilla, and the 
Virgin Islands. 

Governor • ■ . . . . 4<,00(> 0 0 ^ 

Lieutenant-Governor of St Christopher . . ^00 0 0 

Ditto of Nevis . . . 300 0 6 

Ditto of the Virgin Islands . * . 200 0 0 

Chief Justice of St Christopher . . . , 140 0,. 0 

Secretary and Clerk of the Crow'^^ of ditto . . . 500 0 0 

Naval officer of ditto . . . 495 0 0 

Secretary and Clerk of the Crown of Nevis . . 252 10 0 

Naval Officer of ditto . . . . 166* 0 0 

Secretary and Clerk of the Crown in the Virgin Islands , 140 0 0 ' 

Attorney-General ...... No return. 

Solicitor-General ...... No reiurn. 


XXVI. — Sierra Leone. 

Governor ..... 2,000 0 0 

Chief Justice, and Judge of the Admiralty Court . 1,500 0 O 


XXVII.— Trinidad. 
Governor . . • . 


Chief Judge .... 

Attorney-General 

Secretary, Register, and Clerk of the Council 

Naval Officer 

Proypst-Marshal 


- Not less than 
> L. 5,000, nor 
i more than 
^L.6,QC0,«^„ 


3,136 0 

200 0 
701 14 
684 O 
422 0 


* XXVIII.— Tobago. 

Governor . . • . . . 2,937 1 2 

Chief Justice . . . . ,, 1,112 5 4 

Provost-Marshal ...... 857 11 8 

Secretary and Register ..... 960 O 0 

Naval Officer ..... 326 3 10 

Attorney- General . . * . , . , No return. 


XXIX.— Upper Canada. 

Lieutenant-Governor . . . 2,465 0 0 

Chief- Justice ... ... 1,200 0 0 

Attorney- General . . 315 0 0 

Skdicitor-General .... 100 0 0 
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1 

OFFICES. 

Salaries and Emolu* 
mcnts, according to 
the latest returns. 


L. s. d. 

Secretarjr and Register 

362 5 11 

Clerk of the Council 

461 9 9 

Clerk of the Crown 

sol 8 1 

Executive Councillor 

100 0 0 

Dkto 

100 0 0 

Ditto 

, 100 0 0 

Ditto 

100 0 0 

Ditto 

100 0 0 

XXX. — New South Wales and Van DiejIhn's Land. 


Governor 

2,000 0 0 

Lieutenant-Governor 

400 0 0 

.T udge- Advocate 

1,200 0 0 

Judge of tTie Supreme Court 

800 0 0 

Provost-Marshal 

91 5 0 

Principal Surgeon 

36J 6 0 

Assistant Ditto 

182 10 0 

Ditto Ditto 

136 17 6 

Ditto Ditto 

91 S 0 

Principal Chaplain 

1 350 0 0 

Assistant Ditto 

260 0 0 

Ditto Ditto 

182 10 0 

Ditto Ditto 

240 0 0 

Ditto Ditto 

182 10 0 

^ V’'an Diemen’s Land. 


I.ieutenjint- Governor 

800 0 0 

Deputy Judge-Advocate 

600 0 0 

Provost-Marshal 

91 5 0 

Chatilai^i 

n t r\ A 
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ACCOUNT OF ALL MISSIONS AND CONSULSHIPS AT 
FOREIGN COURTS AND PORTS. 


PLACES. 

Salaries Mid 
Allowancea 
per Annum. 

Housi^l 
Rent i)CT 
Annu.n. 






" 1 


Amrassadors. 





France 

Russia 

Austria 

Spain 

Netherlands 
Ottoman Porte 




11,000 

11,000 

11,000a 

11,000 

11,000 

8,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,00(1 

1,000 

Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary. 



Prussia 

Two Sicilies 
United States 
Sweden 

Bavaria 

Denmark 

Sardinia 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 



7,000 

5,500 

5.500 

4.500 
4,500 
4,500 
4,500 

500 

500 

500 

400 

400 

400 

400 


Envoys P^xtua ordinary. 



- 


Wurtemberg 

Tuscany 

Swiss Cantons 

Saxony 

Hamburgh 




3,()00 
3,800 
3,600 , 
3,600 
t^,800 

300 

300 

300 

300 

300 


SECRETARIIfS OF EmBA.S.SY. 





France . , . . 

Russia .... 

Austria .... 

Spain .... 

Netherlands 

Ottoman Porte 

Ditto Oriental Secretary 


«» 

1,100 
ijoo i 
1,100 
1,100 
1,100 
1,100 
1,100 



Charge d’Affairs. 

’ 


• 


Persia 

• • • 

• 

- 

%000 
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PLACES. 

1 

Salaries and 
Allowances per 
Annum. 

PLACES. 


Salaries and I 
Allowances per 
Annum. 1 

Secbetaries of Lega- 

• 

Ragusa, and the Bocca di\ 

L. 

200 

• 

TION. 



IDataro 

/ 


• 

L. 

Genoa * 


600 

Frussia 

• 

700 

Nice 


400 

Portugal • 


S50 

Leghorn 


600 

d' Affaires . 


L.3 per diem. 

Roman States 

• 

600 

Two Sicilies 


550 

Civita Vecchia 


244 

United States 

. . 

560 

Naples . 


1,000 

Sweden 


500 

Sicily . 


600 

Bavaria 


500 

Gottenlj^gh 

Norway 


1,000 

Charge d’ Affaires . 


L.3 per diem. 


600 

Denmark 


500 

Denmark 


600 

Sardinia 


500 . 

Konigsberg . 


700 

IVurtemberg 


500 

Stettin 


400 

Tuscany , 


500 

Hamburgh . 


480 

Swiss Cantons 


500 

Embder 


560 

Saxony 


500 

Netherlands 


1,672 

Consuls. 

France 


1,679 

Antwerp 

Ostend 

Egypt . 

United States 
Carolinas 


600 

560 

1,672 

1,672 

788 

Corsica 


200 

Massachusets 


788 

Spain . 


1,679 

New London 


’ 300 

Cadiz • 


528 

New York . 


400 

Barcelona 


600 

Maryland 


300 

Galicia, and the Asturias 

400 

Virginia 


400 

Balearic Isles 


352 

New Orleans 


200 

!?.57.^2ira • 

Brazils 


700 

1,672 

Lisbon 

I 

Fees made up 
to L. 1,500 per 

Pernambuco 

Venice 

Fiun;ie 

, 1 

788 

1,000 

400 

Oporto 

• 1 

annum. 
Fees made up 
to L.700 per 

Trieste^ 

• 

244 


1 

annum. 


TOL. X. PART 11. 
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REPORT 

the Sixret Committee of the House of Lords, appointed to Inquire into 
certain Meeting's and Combinations endangering the Public Tranquillity, and 
to Report to the House as they shall see occasion. 


Ordered to lUport^ 

That the Committee have met, and 
have proceeded, in the examination of 
the papers referred to them. 

Their attention was, in the first in- 
stance, directed to those which relate 
to the metropolis; and they have found 
therein suchevidence as leaves no doubt 
in their minds that a traitorous conspi- 
racy has been formed in the metropo- 
lis lor the purpose of overthrowing, by 
means of a general insurrection, the 
established government, laws, and con- 
stitution of this kingdom, and of effect- 
ing a general plund^** and division of 
property. 

In the last autumn, variout» consul- 
tations were held by persons in the me- 
tropolis engaged^in this conspiracy. 
Di nerent measures, of the most exten- 
sive and dangerous nature, were resol- 
ved upon ; partial preparation^ were 
made for their execution, and various 
plans were discussed for collecting a 
force sufficient for that purpose. But 
at a subsequent consultation, another 
plan was adopted, which was to get a 
great number of men together to see 
what force could bejaised, and it was 


agreed, that the best way to get them 
together would be to call a public 
meeting. Spaiields was fixed upon as 
the place affording the greatest facili- 
ties for entering the town, and attack- 
ing the most important points in the 
city. In pursuance of this design, and 
in order to assemble in the neighbour- 
hood of London a greater number of 
the poorer classes of the coifThauifity, 
and particularly of those in whose minds 
the pressure of the times might be sup- 
posed to have excited disaffection and 
discontent, adrertisements wen*, insert- 
ed in newspapers, and handbills were 
industriously distributed, inviting the 
distressed manufacturers, mariners, ar- 
tisans, and others, to assemble at that 
place on the 15th of November. A 
large body of people accordingly as- 
sembled at the time and place prescri- 
bed. The most inflammatory language 
was there held to the multitude, having 
a direct tendency to excite them to out- 
rage and violence ; and the meeting 
was in fact followed by some acts of 
plunjler and riot. A petition to his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
was agreed to at that meeting, end an 
adjournment to Palace-yard on the first 
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day after the meeting of parliament, 
was proposed ; but the 2d of Decem- 
ber was subsequently fixed upon (on 
the proposition of one of the persons 
concerned in the plans already descri- 
bed) for another meeting in Spafields ; 
and that day appears to have b&en de- 
termined. upon for the execution of 
tkeir design. 

Various schemes were formed for 
this purpose ; amongst them was a ge- 
neral and forcible liberation of all per- 
sons confined in the different prisons in 
the metropolis : into some of which, 
in order to facilitate its execution, an 
address was introduced, assuring therft, 
that their liberty would be restored 
under a new government ; announcing 
the intended attack upon all the pri- 
sons for that day j apprising the pri- 
soners that pins would be ready for 
them 5 exhorting them to be prepared 
with the national tricolour cockade, 
and to co-operate by the most violent 
and sanguinary means to ensure suc- 
cess. 

It was also proposed to set fire to 
various barracks, and steps were taken 
to ascertain and prepare the means of 
effecting this purpose. An attack upon 
the Tower and the Bank, and other 
points of importance, was, after pre- 
vious consultations, finally determined 
upoti.^hkes and arms ^o a certain ex- 
tent were actually provided, and lead- 
ers were named, among whom the points 
of attack were distributed. It further 
appears, that the interval between the 
two meetings was employed with un- 
remitting assiduity by some of the most 
active agit^]to*'S, in taking regular cir- 
cuits through difterent quarters of the 
towq. In these they either resorted to 
the established clubs or societies, or la- 
boured in conversations, apparently ca- 
sual, at public-houses, to work up the 
minds of those with whom thoy con- 
versed^nlo such a state of ferment and 
irriuHoii, as to render them, wlieii col- 
le^<^d in sufficient numbers, lor what- 


ever ostensible purpose, the fit and 
ready instruments for the execution of 
any prmect, however rash and despe- 
rate. In the course of these circuits, 
one of their chief objects appears to 
have Ijeen to take every opportunity of 
attempting to seduce from their alle- 
giance the soldiers of the different 
guards, and at the bari^^cks. The prin- 
cipal persons concerned in this plan 
actually proceeded to Spafields on the 
2d of December, some of them with 
concesj^ed arms, and with ammunition 
previously prepared : they had also 
provided themselves with tri-colour 
flags, and with a standard, bearing the 
following inscription : — ‘‘ The brave 
soldiers are our brothers ; treat them 
kindly.’^ And also with tri-colour 
cockades, evidently adopted as the sig- 
nal of revolution. After much inflam- 
matory language, a direct invitation 
was, by one of these persons, address- 
ed to the multitude to proceed imme- 
diately to actual insurrection ; and it 
appears quite certain, that the acti of 
plunder which were perpetrated for 
the purpose of procuring arms, and the 
other measures of open insurrectifln 
which followed, were not accidental or 
unpremeditated, but had been delibe- 
rately preconcerted, as parts of a ge- 
neral plan of rebellion and revolution. 
There appears also strong reason to be- 
lieve that the execution of those pro- 
jects, at that particular time, was ex- 
pected by some*of the associations in 
distant parts of the country. The con- 
spirators seem to have had the fullest 
confidence of success ; and a persua- 
sion has subsequently been expressed 
amongst them, that their plans could 
have been defeated only by casual and 
unexpected circumstances. Even after 
the failure of this attem^pt, the same 
plans appear not to have been aban- 
doned. 

Your Committee arc deeply con- 
cerned to be^conipelled, in further ex- 
ecution of their duty, to report their 
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full conTiction that designs of this na- 
ture have not been confined to the ca- 
pital, but have been extended, and are 
still extending, widely in many other 
parts of Great Britain, particularly in 
some of the most populous and manv- 
facturing districts. 

At the meeting of the 2d of Decem- 
ber, in Spa- fields, that part of the as- 
sembly which had not engaged in the 
acts of plunder and insurrection before 
mentioned, came to a resolution to ad- 
journ the meeting to the secon<j^t Mon- 
day after the meeting of Parliament, 
namely, the 10th of February ; and it 
appears, by the papers referred to the 
Committee, that meetings in various 
parts of the country, conformably to 
a plan settled by the leading persons 
in London at an early period, werein- 
tjended to be held on the same day. 

It appears manifest, that the persons 
engaged in various parts both of Eng- 
land and Scotland, in forwarding the 
plans of revolution, have constantly 
waked for the example of the metro- 
polis. Intelligence of the event of the 
meeting there, on the 2d of December, 
VPBS anxiously expected j and as the 
first report of the beginning of the dis- 
turbance excited in a high degree the 
spirits of the disaffected, so its speedy 
suppression produced the expression of 
strong feelings of disappointment.— 
Had it even partially succeeded, there 
seems much reason to believe that it 
would have been the* signal for a more 
general rising in other part(J of the 
kingdom. Since that time, it appears 
to be the prevailing impression a- 
mongst the leading malcontents in the 
country, that it is expedient for them 
to wait till the whole kingdom shall (ac- 
cording to their expression) be more 
completely prganized, and more ripe 
for action. 

What is meant by completely organ- 
i;fing the country, is but too evident 
from the papers before the Committee. 
|t appears clearly that Ihe object is, 


by means of societies or clubs, esta- 
blished, or to be established, in all parts 
of Great Britain, under pretence of 
parliamentary reform, to infect the 
minds of all classes of the community, 
and particularly of those whose situa- 
tion mobt exposes them to suchimpres- 
sions, with a spirit of discontent and 
disaffection, of insubordination, and 
contempt of all law, religion, and mo- 
rality ; arid to hold out to them the 
plunder and divisioirof all property, as 
the main object of their efforts, and the 
restoration of their natural rights ; and 
no endeavours are omitted to prepare 
them to take up arms on the first sig- 
nal for accomplishing these designs. 

It is on these grounds that your 
Committee have been led to look with 
particular anxiety to the formation, 
principles, and conduct of those socie- 
ties or clubs, by which the ends of the 
disaffected have been hitherto so much 
forwarded, and are expected by them 
to be finally accomplished. Many of 
these societies pass under the denomi- 
nation of Hampden Clubs. Under this 
title, societies of very various descrip- 
tions appear to have been formed, all 
professing their object to bef parlia- 
mentary reform. This name, and their 
professions, Inay have induced many 
persons to become members of such so- 
cieties, who not be awarg.of the 
ultimate intentions of many ot their 
leaders ; and the Committee would by 
no means ascribe to all these societies 
the same practices and designs which 
they have found to be but too preva- 
lent amongst a large humber of them ; 
but they find that, particularly among 
the manufacturing and labouring class^ 
es, societies of this denomination. have 
been most widely extended, and appear 
to have become some of the chief in- 
struments of disseminating doctrines, 
and o£ preparing for the execution of 
plansi the most dangerous to the pub- 
lic security and peace. 

Others of these societies are cai\ed 
3 



UBLIC AND PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. ^ 


Union Clubs, professing the same ob- 
ject of parliamentary reform, but under 
these words, understanding universal 
suffrage and annual parliament^ — pro- 
jects which evidently involve not any 
qualified or partial change, bu^ a total 
subversion of the British constitution. 

• It appears that there is a London 
Oinion Societ y, and branch unions cor- 
responding with it, and affiliated to it. 
Others of these sbcjetierf have adopted 
thehame of Spencean Philanthropists ; 
and it was by members of a club of 
this description that the plans of the 
conspirators in London were discussed 
bnd prepared for execution. 

The pjinciples of these last associa- 
tions seem to be spreading rapidly 
among the other societies which have 
been formed, and are daily forming, 
under that and other denominations, in 
the country. Among the persons a- 
dopting these princi^es, it is common 
to disclaim parliamentary reform as 
unworthy of their attention. Their 
objects are avowed in a handbill dis- 
persed by the society of that descrip- 
tion in London, and in numerous other 
publications. These objects are, ‘‘ A * 
parochial partnership in land, on the 
principle that the landhplders are not 
proprietors in chief ; that they are but 
the stewards of the public ; that the 
lancLurthe people’s fai«n ; that landed 
monopoly is contrary to the spirit of 
Christianity, and destructive of the in- 
dependence and morality of mankind.” 

The societies under these different 
names are so nuryerous, and so various, 
that it has been difficult to obtain a 
complete riew of all of them, or to 
comprehend them under any general 
description. 

The country societies are princi- 
pally to be found in, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of, Leicester, Loughbo- 
rough, Nottingham, Mansfield, Derby, 
ChesJ^eld, Sheffield, Blackburne, 
Ma^f^ester, Birmingham, and Nor- 
and in Glasgow and its vicinity ; 


but they extend and are spreading, in 
some parts of the country, to almost 
every villa'ge. In addition to all the 
arts of seduction, resort is also had to 
a system of intimidation, and threats 
are htld out to those who* refuse to 
join. Their combinations are artfully 
contiiived to secure secrecy in their 
proceedings, and to give to the lead- 
ing memb^s undisputed authority over 
the rest. Oaths of secrecy have been 
frequeatly administered, some of which 
are ofghe most atrocious and dreadful 
import. 

They do not, however, trust to this 
security alone to prevent discovery; 
their proceedings are seldom reduced 
to writing ; they pass and are commu- 
nicated by word of mouth. The more 
numerous meetings delegate all autho- 
rity to a managing committee ; and by 
that committee, and by meetings of 
delegates from the committees of dif- 
ferent societies, every thing of import- 
ance is transacted. 

The committees themselves are also 
cautious of reducing any of their pro- 
ceedings to writing, communicating 
with each other only by delegates and 
missionaries. 

It appears that, in some parts of the 
country, arms have been lately procu- 
red by individua^ members of these 
societies, in considerable quantities, 
which can only be done with a view to 
the use of force. ^Subscriptions are also 
generally required, which, although the 
amountfpaid by each individual may be 
very small, may produce, from the 
large numbers of the contributors, no 
inconsiderable fund. 

The destructive objects which the 
leading members of these societies have 
in view, are demonstrated by their pub- 
lications and by their proceedings, all 
equally dalculated to inflame the minds 
of the members, and, in general, of the 
poorer classes of the community. At 
the ordinaryi meetings of the societies, 
which arc oftei^ continued to a late 



230 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


hour, their time is pnncipally employ- 
ed in listening to speeches tending to 
the destruction of social order, recom- 
mending a general equalization of pro- 
perty, and at the same time endeavour- 
ing to cofrupt the morals of the hear- 
ers, and to destroy all reverence for 
religion. The landholder has been re- 
presented as a iponster which must be 
hunted dow»i, and the funcHiolder as a 
still greater evil ; and both have been 
described as rapacious creatures, who 
take from the people 15d. out every 
quartern loaf. They have been told 
that parliamentary reform is no more 
than a half measure, changing only one 
set of thieves for another, and that 
they must go to the land, as nothing 
short of that would avail them. An- 
other principal employment of their 
time is to listen to publications of the 
same description as the speeches, con- 
taining the same doctrines, and leading 
to the same purposes ; and the meet- 
ings are frequently terminated, parti- 
ticularly in London, by profane and 
seditious songs, and parodies of parts 
of the Liturgy, in which the respon- 
ses are chaunted by the whole com- 
pany. By such means, and by the pro- 
fession of open infidelity in which some 
of the members indulge in their speech- 
es, the minds of those who attend their 
meetings are tainted and depraved ; 
they are taught caitempt for all de- 
cency, all law, all religion and moral- 
ity, and are thus prepared for the most 
atrocious scenes of outrage and vio- 
lence. 

Amongst the most effectual means 
of furthering these dangerous designs, 
the Committee think it their duty par- 
ticularly to call the attention df the 
House to the unremittirigactivity which 
has been employed throughout the king- 
dom in circulating, to an unprecedent- 
ed extent, at the lowest prices, or gra- 
tuitously, publications of the most se- 
ditious and inflammatory nature, mark- 
ed with a peculiar character of irrcli- 


gion and blasphemy, and tending not 
only to overturn ttie existing form of 
government, and order of society, but 
to root out those principles upon which 
alone any government, or any society, 
can be supported. 

The Committee cannot but consider 
the late attack upon his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, on his way 
from opqping the present session of 
parliament, as an additional and melan- 
choly proof of the efficacy of this'sys- 
tem to destroy all reverence for autho- 
rity, and all sense of duty, and to ex- 
pose to insult, indignity, and hazard, 
the person of the immediate represen- 
tative of the sovereign, even in the ex- 
ercise of one of the most important 
parts of his royal functions. 

It appears to be an essential part of 
the system to take advantage of the 
opportunities afforded by public meet- 
ings, convoked either by the leaders of 
these societies, or by others, in the me- 
tropolis, and in populous places and 
districts, to address the multitude in 
terms of unprecedented license and 
violence, amounting even in some in- 
stances to an open declaration that, in 
case of non-compliance with fheir pe- 
titions, the sovereign will have forfeit- 
ed his claim to their allegiance. These 
proceedings are subsequently printed 
and circulated, nnd thus become*'' fresh 
vehicle for sedition and treason. 

By the frequency of these meetings, 
and by the new practice of continuing 
them (under various pretexts) by fre- 
quent adjournments, j:he minds of his 
majesty's well-disposed and peaceable 
subjects are held in a state of perpe- 
tual agitation and alarm. The ap- 
pointment of such public meetings, in 
a variety of different places, on the 
same day, appears to be considered as 
the most effectual means of accom- 
plishing the designs of the disaffected, 
and must evidently, in a high'Hegree, 
embarrass and impede the exertid^s of 
all civil powers applicable to the su^- 
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pression of disturbances, distract the 
attention of government, and oblige 
them so to subdivide and harass the 
military force which it may be neces- 
sary to call in for the assisytanhe of the 
civil power, as to render it inadequate 
to the maintenance of public tVanquil- 
Uty. 

Such a state of things cannot be 
suffered to continue without hazarding 
the most immincnit and dreadful evils ; 
and* although the* Committee do not 


presume to anticipate the decision of 
Parliament as to the particular mea<* 
sures to be adopted in the present 
emergency, they feel it to be their 
duty to express their decided opinion^ 
that further provisions are, necessary 
for the preservation of the public peace, 
and^ for the protection of interests in 
which the happiness of every class of 
the community is deeply and equally 
involved. 
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN 
REGARD TO RESIDENCE AND NON-RESIDENCE. 


Total of. 
each Class. 


Non-Residents^ — I. By Exemptions. 

Residence on other Benefices . j . 

Official Chaplains . . " . 

Chaplains to privileged individuals 
Ecclesiastical^ Collegiate, and Cathedral Officers 
Officers in the Royfid Chapels of St James and Whitehall 
Reader in his Majesty's private Chapel at Windsor 
Preachers and Readers in the Inns of Court and at the Rolls 
Public Officers and Tutors in the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge ...... 

Resident Fellows in Oxford and Cambridge 
Provost of Eton, Warden of Winchester, Fellows of both 
Schoolmasters and Ushers of Eton, Westminster and Winchester 
Students residing in Oxford or Cambridge, under 30 years of age 
Exetnptions not notified ..... 

N. B. It is stated in the respective Diocesan Returns, that, in j 
the above Classes, there are who perform the Duties of their > 
Parishes ...... 3 

Total Exemptions 

II. — Licences. 

infirmity of Incumbent or Family . 

Want or unfitness of Parsonage House 

Resident in a Mansion within the Parish, belonging to Inctim- 7 
bent or Relative ' . . . . . 5 

incumbents possessing s^all Livings, licensed to Curacies 
Schoolmasters or Ushers of Endowed Schools 
Masters or Preachers of Hospitals*^ 

Endowed Preachers or I^ecturers 
Licensed Preachers in Proprietary Chapels 
liibrarians of the British Museum, Sion College, and Trustees of ) 
Lord Crew's Charity .... J 

ncumbents residing in the Neighbourhood, and doing the Duties ^ 
of their Parishes .... ) 

Inenumerated Cases confirmed by the Archbishops 
Inenumerated Cases within the Archbishops' Dioceses 

N. B. It is stated in the respective Diocesan Returns, that, in 1 
the above Clases, there are who perform the IJuties of their > 
Parishes . .... 3 

Total IJcence» 


1,999 

49 

29 

297 

1 

1 

7 

91 

.63 


2,547 


517 

1,844 

60 

102 

140 

4 

24 

15 


44 

2 


1,062 


2,758 
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Total of 
each (!lass. 
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PROrOSAT.S AND REGUI.ATIONS 

c 

RELATIVE 

TO ti\e royal navy. 

Made hy ihe Boar el of Admiralty ^ and^mncCtoned hy Order in Council^ 
commencing ihe of January^ 1817. 


It vvas to be expected, that in the 
natural lapse of time, and still more in 
the course of a war, unexampled in 
duration and extent, several variations 
from the old establisliment and regula- 
tions of the Royal Navy should have 
taken place ; and, however desirable, 
in the view either of economy or con- 
venience, uniformity may be, it was 
impossible, during the pressure of war, 
either to resist the innovations which 
temporary circumstances rendered ne- 
cessary, or to re-mould and reform the 
whole system of the n»*’y, on every oc- 
casion on which some alteration was 
introduced. 

We therefore find tliat there Iisjve 
grown up several inconsistencies, irre- 
gularities, and departures from the 
establishments, in particular articles of 
the naval service ; and as we think this 
a favourable occasion for endeavouring 
to remedy the inconvenience which 
arises from these irregularities, and to 
reduce, as far as may be practicable, 
the several alterations which have been 
made, into one regular 'iiystem, we 


most humbly beg leave to submit to 
your Royal Highness’s gracious con- 
sideration, the following observations 
and propositions on the rates, classifi- 
cation, and schemes of arming and man- 
ning his Maj^sty^s ships, and on the 
pay, ratings, and number of the officers 
and warrant and petty and non-com- 
missioned officers, of his Majesty’s 
navy and royal marines, and the esta- 
blishment of the companies of rcyal 
marine artillery/ ’ , 

1. The post-ships of the royal navy 
are divided into six rates ; besides 
which, there are the various classes of 
sloops, fire-ships, bombs, gun- vessels, 
yachts, schooners, and cutters. 

The division of the royal navy into 
six rates, took place in the reign of 
King Charles the First, and at that 
period, andfor several years afterwards, 
these rates included the whole navy. 

In t^c reign of King Charles the 
Second, the sloops, fire-ships, and 
yachts, became distinguished frb\^ the 
sixth rates. ^ 
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At the Revolution, the rates cor'- mament, and complements of his Ma- 
prised nearly the same classes of ships jesty’s ships, were to be as follows : 
which they now do, except that the 

sixth rate still included vessels of a less Rate. Gtms. Men. 

number of guns than twenty. * 2 100 850 or 750 

In the year 1719, a^ general esta- 2 90 750 or 660 

blishment for building was adopted, ^ j f 80 650 or 600 

wJiichhoweverwas not long adhered to. \ 70 520 or 460 

•Jn 1733, a scheme of manning and J 60 420 or 380 

armament, or gunning, as it called, \ 50 350 or 280 

• was proposed, bat the latter was not 6 44 280 or 220 

adopted till the year 1742, and then 6 24 160 or 140 

only as applying to the ships built / 

since 1740. On this establishment, it is to be 

In 17^2, the ships of 20 guns, of the observed, that the 80 gUn ships of the 
^xth rate, were increased to 24 guns, third rate were on three decks, and 
. and 160 men, and this became, for the that the Board of Admiralty had sug- 
time, the lowest class of post-ships. gested to the committee the expedien- 
In the year 1745, the Board of Ad- cy of substituting, instead of this class, 
miralty, observing that no establish- ships of 74 guns on two decks and a 
ment or regulation for building ships half, a proposition decidedly rejected 
had been made since the year 1719, by the committee, 
which had been long discontinued ; A short period only had however 
that instead thereof, ships had been elapsed, before a striking instance was 
built according to particular schemes given, both of the way in which inno- 
and proportions, without any standard vations are produced, and of the im- 
or uniformity ; those of the same rate possibility of resisting them ; for, on 
being often of unequal dimensions, so the 3d of February, 1747, the Board 
that the stores and furniture of one * of Admiralty acquainted his Majesty, 
would not suit another of the same that “ the French ship Invincible, 
class, — a matter of infinite inconvc- lately captured, was found to be larger 
nience m point of expense,’’ &c. di- than his Majesty's ships of 90 guns and 
rected a committee, composed of all 750 men ; and suggested that this 
fla g^gf &cers unemployed, of the com- ship, and all other prizes of the like 
rtCfssioners of the navy who were sea cla s, and also his** Majesty's ships of 
officers under the presidency of Sir 90 guns, w^hen reduced to two decks 
John Norris, admiral of the fleet, and and a half, and 'f't guns, should be al- 
assisted by all the master shipwrights, lowed » complement of 700 men 
to consider andju opose proper esta- and, in 1748, the Board represented to 
bliehments of guns, men, scantling of the King in council, that the ships 
timbers, masts, yards, stores, &c. for built according to the representations 
each fate and class of his Majesty’s of the committee had not answered 
ships, their expectations, and they therefore 

This committee made a very elabo- prayed his Majesty’s sanction for de- 
rate report, and the whole was esta- parting, in new ships about to be built, 
blished by order in council of his Ma- from the*forms and models so lately 
jesty King George the decond, on the established. This was granted, but not 
27th oyjttarch, 1746. * till the Board had been called upon by 

li lis establishment, the rates, ar- j;lie Council lay before it a particu- 
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lar account of the alterations and va- time received denominations as to their 


nations designed ; and on several sub- 
sequent occasions, in which the said 
establishment was departed from, a 
minute detail of the variation was pre- 
viously submitted for the approbation 
of his Majesty in council. We the ra- 
ther notice these particulars, to ^shew 
the difficulty, not to say the impossi- 
bility, of establishing and adhering to 
any fixed forms or scantlings; on which 
subject we shall humbly submit some 
observations hereafter. \ 

Subsequent to this period, the intro- 
duction of 74?’s appears to have gra- 
dually advanced, as well as of frigates 
of intermediate sizes, between 44’s and 
24''8 ; for, in the latter end of the 
reign of King George the Second, the 
classes of ships comprised in the seve- 
ral rates were as follow, viz. 


Guns. Guns. 

1st Rate 100 5th Rate 44 

2d Rate 90 38 

3d Rate SO 36 

74 32 

70 6th Rate 30 

64 28 

4th Rate 60 24 

50 20 


During the whole of the period here- 
in before referred to, and indeed down 
to 1793t the force of the ships was sta- 
ted ’from the actual number of guns 
they really carried ; But the introduc- 
tion of carronades, which began par- 
tially in 1779, and which was finally 
adopted, on the present extended scale 
in the Navy, during the course of the 
first revolutionary war, increased the 
armament of the vessels, as the^ were 
found able to carry a greater number 
of carronades than the guns in whose 
stead they were adopted, so* that the 
real force of the ships has no longer 
corresponded with their nominal force ; 
and that principle of variation beinp- 
once admitted, ships have since inat 


number of guns, often, we believe, ca- 
priciously,, and in one or two classes 
only of the whole navy, agreeing with 
their rial force. 

A few instances will shewyour Royal 
Highness the inconsistencies into which 
this deviation from the old rules of the 
service has led. , ' 

Xhe Caledonia, rated 120 guns, car- 
ries 120 guns ; while the Hibernia, a 
ship of nearly the same dimensions, 
which carries exactly the same number 
of guns, is rated only at 110 guns, be- 
ing a less number by 4 than that at 
Which the Jan Joseph is rated, though 
the former has in fact 10 guns more . 
than the latter. 

All ships of the second rate, though 
rated at 98, carry upwards of 100 guns, 
and they have all more guns than the 
St George, a first rate, which is rated 
and carries 100 guns ; and they ought 
all, therefore, according to the esta- 
blished regulations, to be included in 
the first rate, and there are in fact no 
real second rates, viz. three deckers of 
between 90 and 100 guns, at present 
existing in the Royal Navy, in a sea- 
going condition. 

In the 3d rate, some of the ships 
rated at 80 guns, carry near 90, ^nd 
others rated at 74 carry 80 guns, but 
the majority of the same denom::»;j^tion 
carry 74, and this is one of the vefy 
few cases in which the real and nominal 
force agree. 

In the fourth-rate, of the ships rated 
at50guns,one class ( thaton twodecks ) 
carries 58 guns, anotner (that on one 
deck) carries 60 and upwards. 

In the fifth-rate there are three fri- 
gates rated at 44 guns, namely the Sy- 
bille, taken from the French, which 
carries 48 guns ; the Lavinia, built af- 
ter her, which carries 50 guns ; and 
the l^te Amefican ship President, the 
guns mounted in which, on tfi^ay of 
her capture, were 54, besides oW,42- 
pounder howitzer. \ 
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The frigat« rated ai 40 guns carry The third rate to include all ships of 
50, and those rated at 38 carry 46 and 70 or upwards, and less than 80 guns, 
upwards. The fourth rate to include all ships 

The majority of those rated at 36 of50andupward83jbutlessthan70guns. 
guns carry 44*, and some of those rated The fifth rate to include all ships 
at 32 carry 46 and 48, be;;ng more than frown 36 to 50 guns, • 

others that are rated at 38 and *36. The sixth rate to include all ships 

^Similas differences between the real from ^24 to 36 guns, 
and the nominal amount of force exist Though, by this regulation, no ship 
in flie fifth-rate, but it is unnecessary under 24 guns will hereafter be a post 
.to specify the details. , * ship, we, in pursuance of the ancient 

Wte trust we shall be excused for practicc^of the service, propose that all 
observing to your Royal Highness, his Ma^sty's yachts should be consi- 
that it is wholly unworthy the charac- dered as post ships, and should be ra-. 
ter of the*Royal Navy of this kingdom, ted, one as a second rate, and the rest 
to maintain this system, which, though as third rates, but with such comple- 
intrt)duced by the accidental cause we ments as we may appoint, 
have menfioned, and without any de- It is necessary here to state, that se- 
sign of deception, yet may give occa- veral sloops are now rated as post ships,, 
sion to foreign nations to accuse us of and vice versa ; and, as much inconve- 
inisrepresentation, when we state that nience to the officer who may be in the 
a British frigate of 38 guns has taken command of such ships, and much em- 
a foreign frigate of 44, when, in fact, barrassment to the public service, would 
the British fi igate was of equal, if not arise, if the present rates of such vessels 
superior, force, were to be immediately changed, we 

We therefore humbly recommend submit to your Royal Highness that 
that your Royal Highness will be plea- whh ^j^gard to any such vessels at pre- 
sed to order, that the rule for stating sent in commission, this new arrange- 
the forCTof his Majesty’s ships, which »ment shall not apply, until they shall 
prevailed prior to the year 1793, and be paid off, or till some other favoura- 
which, in fact, never was formally abro- ble opportunity shall offer of placing 
gated, should be revived aftid establish- them in their proper rates, 
ed ; and that in future all his Majesty’s Your Royal Highness will observe 
ships s^iould be rated at^the number of that this scheme differs very little from 
jjj^fW’and carronades which they actu- that which has grown into use, and still 
ally carry, on their decks, quarter- less from the last establishment (that 
decks,*and forecastles. of 1746,) whiclPhad the sanction of 

The recurrence to this ancient prac- his Majesty in Council, and which, 
tice of the service will render some strictly speaking, may be said to be 
. slight variation, to the limits of some still in force, 
of the ratfs themselves, necessary ; We beg leave farther to represent 
and w-e therefore humbly propose that to your Royal Highness, that the 
the following scale of rates be adopt- schenaes for manning his Majesty'sships 
cd i— have, from the causes already refer- 

'fhe first rate to include all three- red to with regard to the guns, and 

deckers, inasmuch as all sea going ships from accidental and temporary circum- 
of that description carry lOO^guns and stances, become so very various, that 
upwards,’ " though these six rates were originally 

The second rate to include all shipi int ended to ^regulate, amongst other 

of&O guns and upwards, on two decks.^to»gs, the amount of the respective 
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complements, there exist at this mo- 
ment, not fewer than twenty-nine dif- 
ferent scales for manning the ships of 
the six rates ; the third rate alone in- 
cluding seven distinct complements. 

It were to be desired that all this 
variety and irregularity should be abo- 
lished ; but we have seen that, so early 
as the year 174*6, there were sixteen 
schemes of manning, and the variety of 
ships which have been from time to 
time built or captured ( v/hich,.though 
they may fall under the same rate, are 
yet of very different sizes) render per- 
fect uniformity in this point impracti- 
cable : we are, however, of opinion. 


1817-/ 

/ 


And we also 'propose that for small 
craft, which may not require so large 
a complement as 50 men, we may be 
authorized to assign such a comple- 
ment as we may deem necessary. 

As there arp no longer any regular 
fire ships in the service, we humbly 
propose that, whenever it may becoine 
necessary to fit out any vessels of this 
description, we may be authorized' to 
assign to them such complement of 
officers and men, together with the pay 
of such rate or class, as the size of the 
vessel employed, or the nature of the 
particular service may render' expedi- 
ent. 


on mature consideration, that this va- 
riety may be very much diminished, 
and that two, and, in one or two rates, 
three schemes of manning, in each 
rate, will be found to answer all the 
practical purposes of the service, and 
will tend to simplify the system, by 
thus reducing the twenty-nine schemes 
before mentioned to thirteen or four- 
teen. 

We therefore submit for your Royal 
Highness's gracious approbation, that 
the following be the only complements 
to be hereafter allowed to the several 
rates of his Majesty’s ships and ves- 
sels : — 


We farther propose, that when it 
shall be necessary to fit out troop ships, 
we may be authorized to assign to them 
such rates and complements as may 
seem proper. 

By these regulations, the forty-seven 
varieties of complements, now in use 
in the navy, will be reduced to twenty. 

Having thus submitted to your Royal 
Highness our proposition for the ra- 
ting and manning of his Majesty’s 
ships, it is next our duty to state, that 
the varieties in the rigging anQ**t.rming 
of ships are at least as great as in the 
complements; the irregularities and de- 
viation from^?stablishment in regard to 


Rate. Men. 

1st f)()0, 850, or 800 

2d 700, or (>50 

3d •...(>50, or 600 

4th 450, qr 350 

5th .300, or 280 

6th 175, 145, 125 


Of sloops there are so many varie- 
ties, that we cannot propose to reduce 
the eight schemes of complement now 
existing, to less than four: viz. sloops, 
135, 125, 95, and 75 men. . 

Brigs (not sloops), cutters, schoon- 
ers, and bombs, we propose to reduce 
to from ten sclumcs of complcniciil to 
two, namely, 60 or 50 men. , 


the form, scantling, &c. of his Majes- 
ty’s ships, corqplained of in 17^5^, are 
now exceedingly increased, and are*^ 
much more serious injury to the ser- 
vice, both in respect to convenience 
and economy. 

It is obvious that the extra expense 
of providing masts, y5rds, rigging, and 
stores of various dimensions, for ships 
of the same actual force, must be very 
great ; because, if not required for the 
particular ship for which they were 
originally prepared, they are either 
useless, or must be altered to fit some 
other .ship at a great loss of labour, 
time,* and materials; and, iiv,case of 
{iccidcnts or urgency, this varitly dis- 
ables the ships from assisting each 
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other ; and tt required that the naval the satisfaction of stating, that a sys- 
arsenals, both at home and abroad, tern of gradual assimilation is in pro- 
should be furnished, at a very great gress, and that we hope to see it every 
expense, with a much larger assort- day become of more extensive opera- 
ment of these articles than would be tion, and more practical utility ; and 
necessary if they could^be made more we beg leave humbly to assure your 
generally applicable to the probable Royal Highness, that no efforts shall 
Avants o£ the whole fleet ; this will be be spared on our parts, to prevent for 
cicplained to your Royal Highness the future, any unnecessary deviation 
more forcibly, by stating that lor the from the establish menC of rigging and 
single class of’ ships of {he ftiird rate, armament, and to reduce the variations 
calkd 74^8, there were lately not less which jxist to as few classes as pos- 
than seven different schemes of mast- sible. - 

ing and rigging ; and that a squadron We^iow proceed to submit to your 
might bfe composed of seven vessels of Royal Highness some observations on 
this force, which could not property the present mode of calculating the 
enfploy one another’s spare spars and sea pay of the officers and men of the 
sails, and for each of which the dock fleet. 

yard must necessarily have their indi- The pay of all classes in the service 
vidual gear. is liable to certain permanent deduc- 

It is in this particular, above all tions ; and the pay of commissioned 
others, that uniformity would be de- and warrant officers receives a very 
sirable $ but the experience of what considerable addition, under the name 
occurred immediately after the esta- of compensation ; so that the rates of 
blishment of 1746, as we have already pay stated in the pay table would give 
stated, and of all subsequent times, a very erroneous idea of the actual pay 
shews that it is unfortunately unat- of the several classes, 
tainable ; the varieties of ships pro- But the present system is also liable 
duce(HJY**^ccessive endeavours to im- to other and more serious objections ; 
prove our models, and still more the for these deductions, for causes which 
great number of ships of all classes, are now become obsolete, affect the 
which ‘have been captured from the different classes very irregularly, 
varKuis enemies with whom we have Thus, the deduction from the pay 
been at war, render any scheme of of a post captain, commanding a ship 
j^iii^ct uniformity impracticable; but whose complement may be 215 men, 
this very important subject has not is 4,y. 3^/. while that from 
escaped our consideration. the pay or all ca^)tains of smaller post 

We have, in conjunction with the ships, a^d of all commanders, is 4.s. 
Navy Board, and with the assistance while the deduction from the still infe- 
of a committee df experienced sea of- rior pay of lieutenants and masters, is 
fleers, taken measures for pushing this as much as from 6a*. to Is. 9d, per men- 
principle of uniformity as far as the , and while the deductions fiom a 
nature of the case would allow ; and gunner or boatswain of a first-rate are 
though the experience of what has oc- 5 a. those from the carpenter are 
curred on former occasions dissuades 6a. 

us from attempting to establish, by The addition, by way of con^ensa- 
the approbation and sanction of your tion, has an equally irregular effect. 
Royal Highness in Council, nlinuti/ The nominal pay of post captains is 
details of the forms, lines, and scant l the same for all ships of the same rale ; 
lings of his .Majesty's ships, wc have'"^iu.^ct in the third rale, for instance, 
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for which the pay in the pay.table is commend to T^ur Royil Highness^ 
23/. 2s, per mens&H ; there are, in fact, that the pay ot all officers and men be 
six rates of pay, namely established, and stated in the pay-ta* 
^ ble, at a rate of net pay, including all 

£* s, d. £ s. d. additions, and exclusive of all deduc- 

40 5 « 9"| r42 ,0 0 tions. 

43 15 9 >per mensem.}. 45 10 0 The effect of this, as it regards all 

47 5 9 J (^48 3 3 classes, will be stated in a general pay- 

table, hereunto annexed ; but as tke 
It is obvious that this system of al- change of system obliges us to propose 
ternate deduction and addition, must an average rate of pay for officers of 
occasion great trouble and petplexity the same rate, whoTiow receive various 
in the mode of keeping accounls ; and compensations ; and as we have also 
it will be evident to your RoyalTiigh- to propose some increase of pay to 
ness, how inconvenient this confusion some other classes, we think h proper, 
must be, to all branches of the public ifi this case, to lay before your Royal 
service concerned with this matter ; Highness a view of the several ratei of 
which is increased by the circumstance pay, or of pay and compensation uni- 
that the officers who are entitled to ted, as they now stand, and the annual 
draw for their pay by bill, can only rates of net pay which we propose to 
draw for their personal pay, from establish in lieu thereof, to which we 
which the several deductions are pre- shall subjoin some explanation of seve- 
viously to be made. ral points of alteration, viz.— 

We have therefore humbly to re- 

FLAG OFFICERS. 

ADMIRAL AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEP OP THE FLEET. 


Present. * ® i'?i.posed. 

£ s. 

Net pay and compensation • 2063 12 Net pay, 6/. per diem . . . i:2,190 

As Commander-in-chief . - 547 10 As Commander-in-chief, 3/. pex 

diem ^%^95 

Total, 3,211 2 Total, .»;^5 

ADMIRAL COMMANDING-IN-CJIIEF. 

Net pay and conapensation 1,788 11 9 Net pay, 5/. per diem .... 1,835 

'As Commander-in-chief . 547 10 0 As Commander-in-chicf, 3/. per 

diem ......... 1,095 

Totol, 2,336 1 9 .Total, 2,930 

NOT CQ,MMANDING-1N-CHIEF. 

Net pay and compensation 1,788 11 9 Net pay 5/. per diem .... 1,835 

VICE-ADMIRAL COMMANDING IN CHIEF. 

Net pay and compensation 1,251 19 0 Net pay^ 4/. per diem .... 1,460 

As Commander-in-chief . 547 10 o As Commander-in- chief, 3/. per 

i, diem . ,1,059 


Total, 1,799 f/ 0 


Total, 2,555 
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NOT COMMANDING IN CHIEF. 

Present. Proposed. 

Net pey and compensation ^£1,251 19 0 Net pay, 4/. per dj|fem. . , i!l,460 

AEAR-ADMIKAL COMMAI^DING IN CHIEF. ^ 

1 Net pay and cqmpensation . 881 5 1 Net pay, 3/. per diem .... 1,095 
\ As Comn^nder-in-chief . 547 10 0 As Coimnander-in-chief Si. per 


. ^ Total, 1,4^8 15 I 

' • • NOT COMMANDING IN C^IIEF. 

Net pay and compensation .881 5 1 Net paj, 3/. per diem 


Total, 2,190 
. . 1,095 


• 

t ATTAINS. 

• 


MASTERS, 


Istdflate £812 

6 



£ 



£ 

•800 

18 

6 

1st Rate 

. 800 

Ofthe fleet 173 12 8 . . . . 

200 

2d 683 

3d 626 

6 

18 

9j 



1st Rate 
2d — 

. 172 12 8 ? , j. 

159 2 • 

170 

615 10 
592 15 

9j 

^2d 

. 700 

3d — 

1 1 

160 

150 

570 

0 

9) 



4th — 

132 1 8 . . . . 

140 

547 

5 

9 

.3d 

. 600 

5th — 

118 11 2 . . . . 

120 

. 524 

10 

9| 



6th — 

105 11 10 . . . . 

no 

4th 461 

9 

3n 

1 


Sloop . 

91 10 8 .... 

100 

438 

404 

13 

9 

9( 

. 4th 

. 500 



393 

4 

2^ 

3 

i 



SECOND MASTERS. 


10 

q 

t 


In 1st, 2d, 3d, and 5th ^ 

» rales 3 * 

70 

345 

15 

9 

1- 5th 


In 5th rates, and infra 67 9 3 

. 60 

334 

8 

3 

. 400 




• 323 

0 

9 

i • 



PUllSFRS. 



6th- 


300 5 

306 18 
295 11 
284 3 


9' 

3 

6 


ytfth 


350 


1st Hate 
2d — 

3d — . 


72 1 , 4 I 

65 15 9 S 

59 6 10$ 


COMMANDERS. 

Various ^ 

rates from 368 10 9 1 . 

to . . 261 ^ 9) 


. LIEUTENANTS. 

Command- I 

ing . U8 12 10 I 
130 12 4! 

Istoflint' 
of battle 

ships of 1-119 4 2I 
7 years 
standing 

VOL. X. PAUT II. 


.300 


1st Hate . 

70 

2d 

60 

3(1 — 

60 

Ith and 5th 

55 

6 th Sc sloop 

50 

• 

160 


In all rates 160 8 8 

MEN WHO HAVE PASSED. 

1st Rate . 48 17 9 
44 19 6 


150 


2d — 
3d — 


42 9 


•• ( 


1st Rate 

. 60 

2d — 

. 55 

3d — 

. 50 

4th — 

. 50 


4,tn — . 37 10 0 

Inallothers33 4 10 In all others fit 
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MlDSnil’MTCX PASSKD. 


Ist Rate . . 

35 

3 

10 1 

2d . . 

31 

18 

9 } 

Sd . . 

30 

6 

2 

4th . . 

27 

17 

31 

All others • 

25 

8 

5 I 



t r. 


1st Rates . . 

55 

14 


2d . . 

51 

19 

10 

3d . . 

48 

1? 

2 

4th . . 

41 

12 

8 

All others . 

37 

3 

1 

sen OOLIM. 

\s’j'i;ns. J 

1st Rate . . 

35 

3 

10 

2d . . 

31 

IS 

9 

3d . . 

30 

6 

2 

4th . . 

41 

12 

8 

All others . 

25 

8 

5 


l8t Rate , • . , 50 
2d and Sd Rate 45 
y*'n all others . 40 


1st Rate • 

2d . 

3d ^ 

4th . 

5th and 


60 

55 

55 

50 

45 


Your Royal Highness will observe 
in this table, that the most consider- 
able alteration has been made in favour 
of flag-officers ; and of this we beg to 
submit the following explanations ; — 
So long ago as the year 1693 , the 
pay of the flag-officers of the fleet was 
at a higher rate than it stands' at pre- 
sent, as will appear on a comparison 
of the rates established by Order in 
Council of the 2d February of that 
year, with the present rates : — 


of pay, and re-eitablishecfthe follow- 
ing extravagant number of servants : 

Pay. Servants. 

Admirahof the Fleet, X5 0 0 50 

Admiral .... S 10 O 30 

Vice Admiral . 2 10 O 20 

Rear-Admiral . . 1 15 0 15 

And at these rates the pay of th'it 
flag-officers remained for upwards of 
100 years, till) by Order in Council of 
the 23d of April, *1806, his Map sty 
was pleased, by a small addition, to 
make the pay what it at present is. 

It is not easy to determine what, 
besides their pay, were the advantage® 
that these officers made by their ser- 
vants ; but it is computed, in the ap- 
pendix to the Order in Council of the 
22d of February, 1693, that the an- 
nual saving to the public, on the re- 
duction of the servants, would be on 
each officer as follows : — 

Admiral of the Fleet . 1*1,011 O O 

Admiral 557 14 O 

Vice-Admiral ... 301 4 O 

Rear-Admiral ... 177 9 O 


Admiral of the 


Fleet . . . 

1*6 

0 

0 

1.7 

10 

Admiral , . . 

4 

0 

0 

3 

17 

Vice-Admiral . 

3 

*0 

0 

2 

15 

Rear Admiral . 

2 

0^ 

0 

1 

18 


Whether, therefore, the^L* siin ?,; or 
the sums granted as compensation, be 
added to the officers’ pay, it will be 
1693. 1816. apparent to*" your Royal Highness, 

-j ^ that even on the reduced scale nf ITOO, 
(.5 the pecuniary advantages of the flag- 
r oflicers of his Majesty's fleet wer'e^, 
J g‘Cat as they were for upwards pf 100 
years after, and very inconsiderably, 
if at all, less than they are at present. 

We trust, therefore, on a review of 
these circumstances, and of the increase 
v/hich has taken place fn other parts of 
his Majesty’s service, that the addi- 
tion which we prop )se, of about |50/. 
per annum to admirals, 199/. to vice- 
admirals, and 210/. to rear-admirals, 
wdl appear moderate and reasonable. 

[1 V With regard to the latter class ol 
I, (riicers, it is worthy of ol)serva<^ioM. 
2 ^/ial if a rear-admiral should be-/scr- 


By the said Order in Council of the 
22d of !l^bruary, 1693, the extrava- 
gant nutm)er of servants previously al- 
lowed was abolished, and the officers 
were allowed a number about equal to 
the present establishment. * 

This wise and salutary plan, which 
excluded all profits on servants, and 
assigned an adequate rate of Met pay, 
was, however, rescinded by Order’in 
Council of the 1 8th of April, 1700; 
which established the following rat 
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ving in a firs^-rate, his^whole pay and on foreign stations, we have been ob- 
compensation amount to but 881/. ; lipped to recommend that your Royal 
while hift captain, who lives at his ta- Highness should be pleased to allow 
ble, and who is comparatively at no three of them tcl receive the emolu- 
ex pence, receives 812/. We rfotite this, ments of full admirals ; and we should, 
not as thinking the captain’s p^ay too if the qieasurc we now propo«e should 
much, as we propose only to reduce it not be adopted, find ourselves under 
'.Jj SOOl-r hut as shewing the incon- the necessity of proposing to your 
siiltency of the present arrangement. Royal Highness to extend the same 
and the necessity of making some ad- indulgence to the other three com- 
dition to the fiag-officersi pay. manders-in-chief abroad. 

Y«ur Royal Hig’hness will farther We li^ve also not been inattentive to 
observe, that we propose to double the rat^ of pay allowed to the officers 
the allowance at present granted to of his Majesty’s army of corresponding 
commancfcrs-in-chief under the name ranks. A military commander of the 
of table-money. We have done so* forces, whose situation is equivalent to 
on 3 very mature consideration of the that of a naval commander-in-chief, 
situation ^ officers of this rank ; and receives, in addition to his unattached 
your Royal Highness must be aware pay, 9/. 9s, 6(1. per diem ; wdiercas we 
of the necessity of this increase fiom propose for the naval commandcr-in- 
the circumstance which has been fre chief, an addition of only 3/. per diem ; 
quently communicated to your Royal hut as the sea pay of the flag-officer is 
Highness, of the difficulty of inducing greater than the unattached pay of the 
officers to accept, particularly in times general, it is nece^sary, in order to give 
of peace, this command ; and >our your Royal Highness a fair compara- 
Royal Highness is aware, that of ,six live view of the subject, to submit the 
rear-admirals, now commanding in chief following table : — 

CoMAfANDLn-IiV-CHlEF. j CoMMANDF.n OF TUF, FoKCES 

Admiral. ^ 



As Oornmander-in ChicJ,.... 


•hicuienaui-Ge.icral. 

C1.4G0 Unattached pay ,1’5951 0 0 

1,095 As Commander of Forces, 3, 1,^8 0 0 


Rear-Admiral 

Sea pay 

As Commander-in-Chicf. 


F2.555 


F 1,05 1 0 0 


Major- General. 

.1^1,095 Unattached pay 0 0 

.. 1,095 AsCommander of Forces, 3,458 0 0 


AAiy 


X3,}>0* () 0 


Vice-Admiral, 

Sea pay 

As Commander-in-Chief . 


GeyieraL 

..L’1,835 Unattached ])ay,...i C693 10 0 

. 1,095 iVs Commander of Forces, 3,458 0 0 

1’2,939 -C4 151 10 0 
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Your Royal Highness will perceive ity, and to obVtate any d^mplaints on 
that the military officer’s pay is, in the score of the apparent differences, 
every case, nearly ope-third more than We think it farther necessary to pro- 
we propose for the v'aval officer ; but pose, that commanders-in-chief shall 
there are circumstances peculiar to the be entitled to this allowance of 31. per 
naval service, which, in our opinion, diem, only while their flag« are flying 
counterbalance this superiority. within the limits of their respective sta- 

in times of peace, the number of tions, and that, on their decease, c* 
officers having commissions as com*- during their absence, the said sum shall 
manders of the forces, is, w’e are in- be paid, as is at present provided,' to 
formed, very limited; whereas the com- the officer who shall succeed to the 
manders-in-chief in the navy are al- command, if he be a flag officer ; but 
most as numerous in peace as in war ; if he be a captain, that he shall be en- 
the number, therefore, of flag officers titled to the sum of 11. per diem du- 
who will receive this advantage, and ring the time his broad pendant may 
the narrower sphere of their duties, be hoisted as commanding on the 8t£- 
must be set off against the inferiority tion. 

ol the sum received. And we farther propose that all 

In times of war, the number of com- flag officers, whether commanders-in- 
manders-in-chief, if not greater, is not chief or otherwise, shall be allowed to 
less than that of commanders of forces ; draw for the whole of their sea pay 
but we consider that the superior ad- and commander-in-chiers pay, without 
vantages to be derived by the dag of- distinction. 

ficer, from his share of prize money. We farther beg leave to observe to 
will generally afford an ample compen- your Royal Highness, that the ad- 
sation for the proposed inferiority of vance of three months* pay now made 
pay. to flag officers on their appointments, 

Upon the whole, then, of this part is so inadequate to the necessary ex- 
of the subject, we trust that your Royal penses of their outfit, that it’ tfcT,- been 
Highness will agree with us, that the the custom to grant to flag officers 
proposed rates of pay are just and appointed commanders-in-chief on cer- 
equitable, as well with regard to the tain foreign* stations, an imprest of one 
officers themselver, as to the public thousand pounds by way of ontfft ; — 
service at large ; and that, however but we think ,it better that, in lieu of 
they may nominally differ from the this occasional indulgence, every fi<^ 
rates allowed to the general officers of officer appointed to the chief cpmmand 
his Majesty’s army, tney will be found of a foreign station, should be entitled 
to establish as much real equality as to receive an advance of six months’ 
the difference of the two services will pay, which would obviate the necessity 
admit of. of the occasional imprests we have hi- 

We have presumed to enter into therto been obliged to grant, 
this comparison with the pay of the The pay of the other classes has 
army, lest it should be hereafter sup- been computed, not with a view to any 
posed that we had not considered the considerable increase, but at a sum cal- 
subject in reference to the military ser- dilated upon the averages of the pre- 
vice ; and in order to shew that, al- sent rates. 

though a perfect similarity cannot beV It will at first sight appear, that the 
effected, we have endeavoured, as far ■ pay ‘proposed for captains and. com- 
as it was possible, to attain a real manders is considerably more than the 
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average of Ihe severtil rates now esta* rates, who had served as such for a cer- 
blished ; but upon this we have to ob- tain period. 

serve, that the difference is not so great Though we have, for the reason be- 
as it appears to be . for stated, recc^mended the discon- 

Firstly, because the lower* rates of tinuance of th^ flag pay to captains, 
pay are attached to the ships of the (thaving provided an equivalent there- 
smallest size in each rate, which are tor,)* we do not propose to withdraw 
.gradually disappearing from the navy, the allowance of 6d. per dient allowed 
•0 that the majority of ofEcers now to lieutenants of flag ships, by his Ma- 
efcployed receive the higher rates of jesty's Order in Council of the 21 st 
. pay ; and secondly, because captains September, 1796, having made no ad- 
of flag-ships are at present entitled to dition^o the pay of this class of offi- 
a considerable addition of pay, which cers, except in the single instance be- 
comes highest in the lowest rates, and fore-Aentioned. 
in peacfe affects a greater proportional We have farther taken into consi- 
«number than in war. The value deration the pay at present granted to 
tlfis addition we have calculated in the young gentlemen, mates or midship- 
amount^f net pay before proposed, men in his Majesty^s service, the aver- 
and these circumstances render the real age of which (for it varies in different 
increase of expence on this head less rates) may be taken of the former at 
than it appears. 40/. and of the latter at dO/. per an- 

We have proposed that the pay of num. We do not feel it necessary to 
first lieutenants of line of battle ships propose an increase of these rates, 
shall be increased from 119/. ^d, per with regard to young men who have 
• annum, which they now receive in not passed their examination for lieu- 
common with all other lieutenants, to tenants ; but we hope that your Royal 
150/. per annum, provided they shall Highness will be of opinion, that those 
be of seven years standing ; and we re- who have passed that examination, and 
** cqmn &ciiti <:hat lieutenants commanding* whose responsibility and usefulness, as 
ing small vessels should be raised to well as their necessary expences, in- 
the same sum j and we trust that your crease with their age, are entitled to a 
Royal’Highness, considering the im- higher remuneration than young per- 
pffi*tont, duties and high responsibility sons who may haye lately entered his 
of the senior lieutenants of line of bat- Majesty^s service. We therefore have 
“^’•^.le ships, will be of opinion that this proposed an increase of pay to all 
increase is just and expedient ; and the mates and midshipmen who may have 
increase of 18/. per annum to lieute- passed their examination, 
nants, who may be subjected to the ex- We ^ave to observe that the exami- 
pence and responsibility of a separate nation of young gentlemen for the rank 
, command, will hot, we trust, be con- of lieutenant has been lately made more 
sidered too great. strict, as, besides the usual examina- 

‘ It is proper to add, that the princi- tion in seamanship before naval offi- 
. pic of making a distinction in favour cer8,*they are now obliged to undergo 
of first lieutenants of line of battle another at the naval college, as to their 
ships, is not new to the service ; as at proficiency in the scientific branches 
the first establishment of half-pay, in of their, profession. We cannot but 
1693, this advantage was extended hope that the distinction, which we 
onl^o first lieutenants of l8t/2d, fU propose to establish in favour of those 
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who shall have passed the prescribed 
examination (though it is new in his 
Majesty’s service,) ,^annot be consi- 
dered as objectionable, either in prin- 
ciple or amount. V 

Connected with this part of the sub- 
ject is the situation of school-master 
on board his Majesty’s ships, which is 
at present so ill remunerated, (namely, 
at the same rate as the youngest mid- 
shipmen,) that it is found impossible 
to obtain persons of adequate a^'quire- 
ments to undertake this duty ; we 
however feel so strongly the idiport- 
ance of the subject of the education of 
young persons in his Majesty's navy, 
“as well of tlie upper ranks as the low- 
er, that we have felt ourselves bound 
to propose to your Royal Highness an 
addition to the pay of the school-mas- 
ters in the fleet ; and if the chaplain 
should perform the duty of school- 
master, which is highly desirable, we 
propose that he should receive the pay 
of both oflices ; tliis regulation, we 
think, will have the double tendency 
of improving both the condition and 
respectability of the chaplain and the 
schoolmaster ; and our desire to en- 
courage persons to undertake this duty 
induces us to recommend that the al- 
lowance to the .'.choolmaster, called 
Queen Ann’s bouritj, of 2()/. per an- 
num, and the remuneration to the chap- 
lain for the tuition of young gentle- 
men, granted by the Orders in Coun- 
cil of the 41 h March/- IbTi, and 4th 
March, 18115, may be contininni. 

Tlie arrangements respecting war- 
rant and petty officers we rhall state 
distinctly in subscepient sections of this 
memorial. 

• 

(The rest of this fectiou nlatrsto 
the drawing of bills for pay, See.) 


The Report, after slating the inconsist- 
encies in the existing rates of pay for 
boatswains, gunnei s, carpenters, &c. 
proposes the* following regulations : 

1st. The pay and superannuation of 
gunners, boatswains, and carpenters^ 
shall be regulated by the same scale', 
2d. The scale of sea and ordinary 
pay shall be as follows, in the several 
rates. 

Rate 1st 2d 3d 4th .5th (jfli ei inf. 

Sea.... L. 100 90 80 70 05 00 ' 

Ordinary 85 75 f).5 55 50 ‘4.5 

3d. The above pay is to be peisou- 
al and net, and no deductions or com- 
pensations are to be made. 

4th. No warrant officer hball be ap- 
pointed to a fifth-rate, who shall not 
have served two years citlur in a sixth- 
rate or sloop in commission ; nor to a 
fourth-rate who shnll not have seived 
two years in a fifth-rate in comniis- 
■ Sion ; nor to a third-rate, -wTiO-Vihiil I 
not have served one year in a fourth- 
rate in commission, or three years in a 
fourth or fifth- rate in commission ; 
nor to a second-rate, who shaU^ioi 
have served twp years in a third-Tale 
in commission ; nor to a first-rate, wher.^ 
shall not have served three years in a 
second or third-rate in commission. 
But as in times of peace it may not be 
possible for officers to serve the requi- 
red time in cornmiss'ion, we submit, 
that in cases of vacancy, ;vvhcn there 
happens to be no man who has served 
the requisite time for an appointipent, 
it may be given to the peison vlio 
may be, in our opinion, in other re- 
spects the best qualified for, and cnli- 
\tled tathe situation. 

5lh*. In the event of any warr<mt of- 
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ficer being J>ut out c(f his ship by her 
being lost, broken up, or otherwise, he 
shall be placed as supernumerary in 
one of his Majesty's ships in ordinary 
of the same rate, until we may have an 
opportunity of giving Jiim another ap- 
pointment. 

(ith. Xhe rates of superannuation of 
iwarrant officers shall be according to 
tfte following scale, formed on a con- 
sideration of ‘the total Jen^h of ser- 
vice as a warrant officer, with the 
length of service in commission : — 

Total .Sott'icc*. (’omuiihsioncd Service. Pensions. 


30 years... 

...2() years... 

...L.85 

30 

...1.5 


so-Tr. 

...10 

().5 

30 

r. 

• •• ««•••• 


20 

...20 

75 

20 

... 1.5. 

65 

20 

...10 


20 

... ,5 

45 

1,5 

.. 1,5 

00 

15 

...10 


15 

... 5 

40 

10 

...10 

45 

10 


.35 

' * 




7ih. Officers whose lengtit of ser- 
vice may happen not to fall exactly 
uiulcr liny of the preceAng numbers, 
sltifU pensioned agreeably to the 
rate which may come^nearcst to their 
^length of service. 

Sth. ()fficers having a shorter pe- 
riod of service than the lowest of the 
foregoing, shall receive either the pen- 
sion to which their services would en- 
title them fronf Greenwich Mospital, 
or such otjier sum, not exceeding 30/. 
per annum, as we, on a view of the in- 
dividual case, may appoint. 

9th. No warrant officer shall reckon 
as service, either for promotion or su- 
perannuation, any time for which he 
shall not have a certificate gf gooi 
condlict from the captains of coilf- 
manders of the ships in which he m^y 
have served ; and if the certificate 


should not state the good and merito- 
rious conduct of the officer for the spe- 
cified period, sueffi time is to be disal- 
lowed him ; buyf the warrant officer 
thinks he has ^y reason to complain 
tjiereof, he may address his^ complaint 
to oift* secretary, for our inquiry and 
final decision ; and in this case, we sub- 
mit* that we be authorized to allow 
the time or not, as wtf may judge pro- 
per. 

If 'jour Royal Highness shall be 
graciously pleased to sanction the fore- 
going propositions on this branch of 
the subject, we shall be enabled to su- 
perannuate several hundreds of worn- 
out and disabled officers, who are at 
present on the ordinary, and of whom 
we cannot clear the list ( which ought 
to be effective) with justice and huma- 
nity to these old servants of the pub- 
lic, while the presewt partial and ina- 
dequate rates of superannuation exist ; 
but we have farther the satisfaction of 
stating to your Royal Highness, that 
this benefit to the naval service will 
not create any additional expense to 
the country j as the saving of cost now 
incurred for victualling and keeping in 
full pay so large a number of ineffici- 
ent persons, will not only compensate 
the whole additional expense of the 
arrangement relative to warrant offi- 
ceis, which w'o tlius humbly submit to 
your Royal Highness’s gracious con- 
sideration, but will even diminish con- 
siderably the <»c pence which, on the 
peace establishment, may arise from 
the otlTer propositions which we have 
submitted. 

IV. We now beg leave humbly to 
represent to your Royal Highness, 
that .having had under consideration 
the numbers and ratings of the petty 
officers of his Majesty’s fleet, we have 
found t^at there are several useful du- 
ties for which no proper ratings are 
provided ; while, on the other hand, 
several ratings arc preserved in the ta- 
bl^ which have be’comc obsolete, and 
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which have no duties now attached to 
them, and which are now, we have 
reason to think, givj’n to men whom 
the several captains t^ink deserving of 
higher pay, and for ^ 'horn they have 
nb appropriate ratings. 

With a view, therefore, of rertiedy- 
ing these irregularities, and of giving 
fair encouragement to that useful class 
of men, the petty officers, we humbly 
submit that your Royal Highness may 
be pleased to sanction the establish- 
ment of the following additional ra- 
tings, the effective duties of which are 
now performed without any corres- 
ponding ratings. 

Admiral’s Coxswain, 

Coxswain of the Launch, 

■ of the Pinnace, 

Captain of the Hold, 

Yeoman of the Signals, 

Cooper’s Mate, 

— - Crew, 

Gunner’s Yeoman, 

Carpenter’s Yeoman, 

Captain’s Steward, 

— — — Cook, 

Ward or Gun-room Steward, 

Cook, 

Ship’s Tailor. 

Two of these ratings have been al- 
ready established by Order in Coun- 
cil, but we fiave nevertheless included 
them in the above list, because they 
are not in the general *able of ratings, 
and in order to lay before your Royal 
Highness, at one view, the whole of 
this part of the subject. 

And we farther submit to your 
Royal Highness, to be pleased to sanc- 
tion the abolition of the following ob- 
solete unnecessary ratings : — 

Yeoman of the Powder Rqom, 
— — of the Sheets, 

Quarter- Master’s Mates, 
Trumpeters, 

Gun-smiths, 


Midshipman Ordinary,' 

Coxswain's Mates, 

Swabbers, 

Ordinary Trumpeter, 

Shifter, » 

Gunner's Tailors* 

The expense to be occasipned by 
the establishment of the former rating: 
will, after deducting that of the ra- 
tings proposed to be abolished, be very 
inconsiderable ; namely, 3/. 2s» iper 
mensem in a first rate, and less in pro- 
portion in the others ; being in the 
whole, on one ship of each class in the 
rcyal navy, only 12/. per mensem 
We beg leave farther to state, that, as 
the carpenters, and carpenter s mates, 
and carpenter’s crews find their own 
tools, and are alone, of all the classes 
in the ship, liable to this species of 
extra expense ; and as we have, by late 
regulations, given much more activity 
and employment to this description of 
persons, to the great benefit of the ser- 
vice, we propose to allow to each per- 
son of these classes 7s, per mensem, in 
addition to their pay, to supply them- 
selves with tools ; this allc’S^ncfL bf*- 
ing, in fact, already, though partially, 
made. 

V. We new beg leave to call the 
attention of your Royal Highnep-s to 
the companies of royal marine artil- 
lery. 

These companies were formed, one 
at each division, in the year 1804, for 
the purpose, in the first instance, of 
supplying the service of his Majesty’s 
bomb vessels before that time perform- 
ed by the royal artillery ; but it was 
also intended that these companies 
should, particularly in time of peace, 
be employed at the respective divi- 
sions, in drilling the whole of the ma- 
rines to gunnery. 

' We are so well satisfied of the great 
utility* of having a considerable body 
c f marines trained to gunnery, that we 
are induced to recommend that the 
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royal marine^artillery^e increased to 
eight companies^ as wjpll for the pur* 
pose of encouraging and training the 
other marines, as to enable us, on oc- 
casions, to embark a certi^n iaumber 
of well-trained artillery,-men in others 
of his Majesty’s ships as well as in the 
ji^ombs experience having proved the 
great advantages to be derived to the 
service from this practice, which has 
. been of late tried to a sgiall Extent. 

/ We therefore humbly propose to 
your Royal Highness, to be pleased 
to sanction the establishment of eight 
companies of royal marine artillery ; 
but in order that the whole establisk- 
mftit m^ not exceed what your Royal 
Highneli^ has pleased to declare to be 
a fit peace establishment of marines, 
we humbly propose to transfer a cer- 
tain number of officers and men from 
.ordirfary marines to the artillery, and 
we hereto subjoin schemes of the esta- 
blishment of royal marine and royal 
marine artillery, respectively, which 
we think proper for the present period, 
by which the corps will consist of eigh- 
ty companies, of which eight will be 
^-.^i^illcry. 

This measure, which will give great 
efficiency to the corps of marines, and, 
to use'the expression ok the original 
pfomotf rs of the marine artillery, dou- 
ble* its utility both ashore and afloat, 
^will be a very inconsiderable, if any, ex- 
pence to the public ; because we have 
proposed to reduce an equivalent num- 
ber of ordinary marines, and shall fur- 
ther submit some reductions in the 
number of offiArs attached to the ar- 
tillery coippanies ; and in time of war, 
a farther diminution of expense from 
wh^t it would be under the present 
system, will, if your Royal Highness 
shall be pleased to adopt our sugges- 
tions, arise from the following circum- 
stances - • f 

The royal artillery, when eftibarli- 
cd* in bombs, had certain advantages 
granted to. them, in consideration, we 


presume, of their being taken out of 
their natural course of shore service t 
these advantages ihe royal marine ar- 
tillery have claimfd, and hitherto en- 
joyed, under, wt think, an erroneoua 
construction of his Majesty’# Order in 
Council, establishing the pay and al- 
lowances of these companies. 

It* is evident that, however just it 
was to grant such advantages to the 
royal artillery, when removed from 
their ordinary duties, it was certainly “ 
unnecessary to give them to the marine 
artillery, whose natural course of ser- 
vice it was to embark, and which in 
fact W'as formed for this especial pur- 
pose. We trust, therefore, that your 
Royal Highness will see the expedi- 
ency of correcting this error, at this 
favourable opportunity, when it can be 
done without any immediate injury to 
individuals, because at present none of 
the marine artillery are embarked, nor^ 
according to the original regulations, 
would they have been embarked, in 
time of peace j while we therefore pro- 
pose to continue the increased shore 
pay, and to encourage the artillery 
and the corps in general, by doubling 
the numbers who will receive this in- 
creased pay, we think we may fairly 
propose to abolish the distant and con- 
tingent advantag€;of the extra sea pay, 
to which in fact we doubt that any 
other right has hitherto existed, than 
an erroneous construction of his Ma- 
jesty’s Order irf Council. 

We^therefore propose, that when 
the royal marine artillery shall embark, 
the sea pay of all ranks shall bear to 
their pay ashore the same ‘proportion 
that the sea pay of the marines in ge- 
neral bears to their shore pay. 

For all these purposes herein before 
mentioned, we beg leave to subjoin to 
this memorial, a table of the rates of 
his Majesty’s ships, and the force and 
complements of each rate, and also of 
the p^8» numbers, and ratings of all 
thcvofncers*and men in the fleet, both ^ 
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seamen and marines ; and we humbly table arrangement of tlfls matter be- 
recommend to your Royal Highness, tween these diiferent branches of the 
to be pleased to rtfcal and annul the service ; which, we have no doubt, 
table now in force Aider his Majesty’s can be attained with great convenience 
Order in Council omhe 31st Decern- to all the officers concerned, and with- 
ber, 180^, and to sanction and esta- out any increase of establishment, or 
blish in lieu thereof, the table here- any expense whatsoever to the public, 
unto annexed, on which, for the sake And, finally, we have to submit that 
of perspicuity and convenience, we the whole of this arrangement shall be 
have distinguis*hed the several classes carried into execution from and after 
for sharing the produce of seizures, the 1st bf January .next, or as soon 
agreeably to your Royal Highness’s after as convenienriy may^be. 

Order in Council of the l^th October In proposing alterations in the pre- 
last. sent practice of the naval establish- 

We now have to submit to your ments, so important as thoBe herein 
Royal Highness, in order that the before submitted to your Royal High- 
funds of the Chest and Hospital at ness, we have thought it right to^en- 
Greenwich, and of the Widows’ Cha- ter into a detail of the motives and prio- 
rity, to which the deductions, herein ciples by which we have been guided, 
before proposed to be abolished, are We have, oiii selves, in the investiga- 
applied, may not suffer by this arrange- tion which has led to this memorial, 
ment, that your Royal Highness may found considerable iiiconWnience» from 
be pleased to direct that the calcula- the want of explanation as to the pre- 
ted amount of the said deductions, on else views on which former arrage- 
the number of officers and men respcc- rnents were made ; and we therefore 
tively employed, thall be paid over by humbly hope tliai your Royal High- 
the Navy Board to the funds of the ness will be graciously pleased to ex- 
said institutions, under such regula- ciise the length of detail into which, 
tions and checks as we may think ne- > on the present occasion, we 
cessary, for ensuring the full and cqui- sumed enter. 


I.ETTEK 

4 . 

Addressed Jjij order oj' Uic Kmj^icror N vj’onr.oN, /;(>;>/, General Couni Montho- 
LON lo Sir Hldso\ Lo>\ l, Ijiii'i.di Governor of I he Island of Si Helena, 

Geneji;\i, — 1 have received the trea- After having placed his abdication in 
ly of the 3d of August, 18B5, conclu- the hands of the representatives of the 
ded betw'een his Britannic Majej^y the nation, for the advantage of the Con^ 
Emperor of Austria, tiie Empcior of sUhdion adopted bp the French people^ 
Russia, and the King of Prussia, which and in favour of his souy he repaired, 
accompanied your letter of the 23d of voluntarily and freely, to England, 
July. Vwith a,.view of living there, as a private 

The Emperor Napoleon protests individual, under the protection of the 
against the contents of that tieaty ; British laws. The violation of every 
he is not the prisoner of*Englai^l. — law' cannot constitute a right. The 
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person of tlfe Emperor Napoleon is 
actually in ihp power J)f England, but 
he neither has*been, nor is, in the power 
of Austria^ Russia, and Prussia, either 
in fact or of right, even aJc(3*ding to 
the laws and customs of Englai^d, which 
never included, in the exchange of 
prisoners, Russians, Prussians, Aus- 
tt-ians, Spaniards, orPortuguese, though 
united to these powers by treaties of 
alliance, and ’making war conjointly 
with them. 

The Convention of the 2d of Au- 
gust, concluded fifteen days after the 
EmperoV was in hlngland, cannot have 
of right any eftect. It exhibits Q)dy*a 
spl^ctacle of the coalition of the four 
greatest^owers of Europe for the op- 
pression of a m(ni ! — a coalition 

which the opinion of every nation and 
all the principles of sound morality 
.equally disavow. 

Tlic Emperors of Austria and Rus- 
sia, and the King of Prussia, having 
neither in fai't or in right any claim 
over the person of the Emperor Na- 
poleon, could decide nothing respect- 
ing liim. 

. ^Rad the Emperor Napoleon been- 
in the power of the i'’mper<3r of Aus- 
in:i, that Prince would have recollect- 
ed rcLItions wliich religifui and nature 
iia . e foi;mcd letvcccn a Jather and a son 
— delations which never violated 

^^with impunity. 

I It; would have recollected, that Na- 
poleon \vd^ Jour times restored him to 
the throne, viz. at IjCobeii in 1797} — 
at Euneville in IhOf, when his armies 
were under walls of Vienna,- — at 
Preshiirgl; in 180G — and at Vienna in 
IS09, when his armies haej possession 
of l\is capital, and three -fourths of the 
monarchy ! That Prince would have 
recollected the protestations he made 
to J^apoleon at t\\c bivouac ’n\ Moravia 
ill 180G, and at the interview iu Dreg/ 
lien in 1812. * 

Tlad the person of the Emperor 
Napoleon been in the power of the 


Emperor Alexander, he would have 
recollected the lies of friendship con- 
tracted at Tilsit, (fet Erfurth, and du- 
ring tvoelve yeanjij' daily correspond-^ 
ence. / 

• He would have recollected the con- 
duct of the l''mperor Napoleon the day 
after the battle of Austerlitz, when, 
though he could have made him, .with 
the wreck of his army, pmower, he 
contented himself with taking his pa- 
role, arid allowed him to operate his 
retreat. He would have recollected the 
dangers to which the Emperor Napo- 
leon personally exposed himself, in or- 
der to extinguish the fire at Moscow, 
and to preserve that capital for him — 
assuredly, that prince would never have 
violated the duties of friendship and 
gratitude towards a friend in misfor- 
tune. 

Had the pervson of the Emperor 
Napoleon been in the power of the 
King of Prussia, that sovereign could 
not have forgotten that it depended on 
the Emperor Napoleon, after the battle 
of Ericdland, to place another prince 
on the throne of Berlin. He would 
not have forgotten, in the presence of 
a disarmed enemy, the protestations of 
attachment and .sentiments of gratitude 
which he testified to him in 1812, at 
the interviews in 

It accordingly appears, from articles 
two and five of the treaty of the 2d of 
August, that these princes, being in- 
capdbie of exercising anyinfliicnce over 
the dii^josal of the emperor, who was 
not in their power, accede to what 
may be done thereon by his Britannic 
Majesty, who takes upon himself the 
charge of fulfilling every obligation. 
'rhe»e princes have reproached the 
Emperor Napoleon with having pre- 
ferred the protection of the English 
law'-s to theirs. The false ideas whicli 
the Emperor Napoleon had formed of 
the liberality of the laws of England, 
and of the influence of i he opinion of a 
vre^tf generous^ and fnc people over ^ 
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their gaoemment, decided him to pre- 
fer the protection of these laws to that 
of zfatherAnAawy t an old friend. 

The Emperor Na|^oleon had it in 
his power to secure^iby a diplomatic 
treaty, whatever was personal to him- 
self, by putting himself either at the 
head of the army of the Loire, or at 
the bead of the army of the Gironde, 
commanded by ‘General Clausel ; but 
wishing henceforth for nothing but 
retirement, and the protection,, of the 
laws of a free state^ either English or 
American, all stipulations appeared to 
him unnecessary. He conceived that 
the English people were more bound 
by a conduct which was, on his part, 
frank, noble, and full of confidence, 
than they would have been by the 
most solemn treaties. He has been 
deceived — but this error will for ever 
cause true Britons to blush, and will, 
in the present, as well as the future 
generations, be a proof of the had faith 
of the English Administration, 

Austrian and Prussian Commission- 
ers are arrived at St Helena. If the 
object of their mission be the fulfil- 
ment of a part of the duties which the 
Emperors of Austria and Russia have 
contracted by the treaty of the 2d of 
August, and to take care that the 
English agents, in, a small colony, in 
the midst of the ocean, do not fail in 
the respect due to a prince connected 
with these sovereigns by the bonds of 
relationship^ and so ftiany other ties, 
proofs of the character which Jbelongs 
to these two monarchs will be recog- 
nized in this proceeding ; but you, 
sir, have declared that these Commis- 
sioners have neither the right nor the 
power of giving any opinion oth what 
may be passing on this rock I 

The EngliSi ministers have caused 
the Emperor Napoleon to be trans- 
ported to St Helena, at the distance 
of 3000 leagues from Europe ! This 
rock, situated within the tropics, and 
500 leagues from any continent is 


subject to the devouring heats of these 
latitudes. It ipi covered with clouds 
and fogs during three-fourths of the 
year, and is at once the most arid and 
the most h^imid country in the world. 
Such a J limate is moat inimical to the 
health of the emperor, and hatred must 
have dictated the choice of this resi- 
dence, as well as the instructions giveM 
by the English ministry to the officers 
commanding in the island. 

They have even been ordered to call 
the Emperor Napoleon general^ as if 
it were wished to oblige him to consi- 
der himself as never having reigned in 
France. - 

The reason which determined ftim 
not to assume an incognitd nzmey as 
he might have resolved to do on lea- 
ving France, were these : — First Ma- 
gistrate for life of the Republic, under 
the title of First Consul, he concluded^ 
the preliminaries of London and the 
treaty of Amiens with the King of 
Great Britain ; and received, as am- 
bassadors, Lord Cornwallis, Mr Mer- 
ry, and Lord Whitworth, who resided 
in that quality at his court. 

He accredited to the King of 
land. Count Otto and General Aii- 
dreossi, who resided as ambassadors at 
the Court of Windsor. When, after 
an exchange of letters betv^een the 
ministers for foreign affairs of the two 
monarchies, Lord Lauderdale came toe^ ^ 
Paris invested with full powers from 
the King of England, he treated with 
the plenipotentiaries possessing full 
powers from the Emperor Napoleon, 
and remained for sevefal months at the 
Court of the Thuilleries *; yrhen Lord 
Castlereagh afterwards signed at Cha- 
tillon the ultimatum, which the allied 
powers presented to the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the Emperor Napoleon, he 
recognised by that the fourth dynasty. 
>jrhis ultimatum was more advantage- 
ous than the treaty of Paris ; but in 
exacting that France should renounce 
Belgium, and the left bank of the 
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Rhine, it exacted wh^t was contrary 
to the propositions of ^Frankfort, and 
the proclamat|on8.of tne allied powers 
— what was contrary to the oath, by 
which, at his coronation, the emperor 
swore to maintain the integrity of the 
empire. The emperor, besides, thought 
that these natural limits were neces- 
sary, both for the security of France, 
and to preserve the equilibrium of 
Europe ; he thought tl\at tHe French 
nation, in the situation in which it was, 
ought rather to run the hazard of all 
the chances of war, than to depart 
from thkt policy. France had ob- 
tained this integrity, and would have 
prfserved it with honour, if treason 
had not^SVrayed itself in the aid of the 
allies. 

The treaty of the 2d of August, and 
the act of the Brilish Parliament, call- 
ed |Jie Emperor Napoleon Buonaparte, 
and gave him only the title of General. 
The title of General Buonaparte is, 
doubtless, eminently glorious ; the em- 
peror bore it at Lodi, at C'astiglione, 
at Rivoli, at Arcole, at Leoben, at the 
Pyramids, at Aboukir ; but for seven- 
♦♦“fU years he has borne that of first, 
consul and emperor ; which proves that 
he has been both first magistrate of the 
republic, and sovereign ef the fourth 
dynasty. Those who think that nations 
are 'flocks which belong of divine right 
^to certain families, do not belong to the 
age, nor do they participate in the spi- 
rit of^ the English legislature, which 
has several times changed the order of 
its dynasty, because great changes had 
taken place inp^iblic opinion, in which 
the rcigniqg princes not participating, 
they 'became enemies to the welfare of 
the ^reat majority of the nation ; for 
kings are only hereditary magistrates, 
^ho exist for the welfare of nations, 
and not nations for the satisfaction of 
kings. , * 

It is in the same hateful spirit that 
orders have been given that the Empe- 
ror Napoleon shul not be allowed to 


write or receive any letters, unless they 
are opened and read by the English 
ministers and the nfficers at St Helena. 
They have inter^ted to him the pos- 
sibility of receiv^g inteltt|ence from 
hi^ wife, his mother, his 890, or his 
brothers ; and when, in order to avoid 
the inconvenience of having his letters 
read*by subaltern officers, he wished to 
send letters sealed to n:he Prince Re- 
gent, he was told that the order could 
not be departed from, and thaLthe let- 
ters must pass open, such being the in- 
structions of the ministry. This con- 
duct needs no observation ; it gives rise, 
however, to strange ideas as to the spi- 
rit of the administration which could 
dictate what would be disavowed even 
at Algiers. Letters have arrived at St 
Helena, for the officers in the suite of 
the emperor ; they were broken open 
and transmitted to you, but you have 
not communicated them, because they 
did not come through the channel of 
the English ministry. Thus they had 
to go back 4*000 leagues ; and these 
officers had the grief of knowing, that 
there was intelligence on the rock, 
from their wives, their mothers, their 
children, and that they could not know 
the nature of it for six months— the 
heart must solace itself. 

They could not obtain either the 
Morning Chronicle, the Morning Post, 
or any French journals. Now and then 
a few stray numbers of the Times 
reached Longvoood, In consequence 
of a request made on board the North- 
umberland, some books were sent, but 
all those relative to the affairs of late 
years have been carefully kept back. 
He wished to correspond with a book- 
sellet;in London, in order to have dL 
rect the books which he wanted, and 
those relative to the events of the day 
— this prevented. An English 
author, having made a tour to Francci 
and havin^)ub]i8hed an account of it 
in London^ he took the trouble to 
transmit it* to you, in order that it 
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might be presented to the emperor ; utility which tl^ cmpercfr would de- 
you thought proper not to transmit it, rive from a tent iAi that situation, caused 
because it was not sfct to you by the one to be set up by his saijqrs, at twenty 
express desire of yoik government. It paces distance in front of the house ; it 
is said als<||||that othV books sent by was the, oiViy place in which a shade 
their authprs have not been transmit- could b4' found- The emperor had as 
ted, because some of them were fhscri- much reason to be satisfied with the 
bed to the Emperor Napoleon, and spirit that animated the officers jand sol- 
others to Napoleon the Great. The diers of the brave 53d regiment, as h® 
English ministry is not authorised to had been with the crew of the North- 
order any of these vexations ; the law, umberland. , . 

although unique, by which the , British The house at Longwood was built . 

parliament regards the emperor Napo- to serve as a barn for the company’s 
Icon as a prisoner of war, has never pro- farm. The deputy-governor of the 
hibited prisoners of war from subscri- island had since built some chambers ; 
bing to journals, or receiving printed it«served him for a country house, but 
books — such a prohibition takes place it was not in a proper habitable stat^ ; 
only in the dungeons of the Inquisi- workmen had been employeif'at it for 
tion. a year, and the emperor has been con- 

The island of St Helena is ten leagues tinually subjected to the inconvenience 
incircurnferfuice ; it is inaccessible every and insalubrity of in ^biting a house in 
where — brigssiirroundthecoast — posts the progress of building, 1 he cli|fn- 
are stationed on the shore within sight ber in which he sleeps is too siriili to 
of each other, which render impracti- contain a bed of ordinary dimensions ; 
cable any communication with the sea, but every alteration at Longwood pro- 
There is only one small town (.James longstheinconvenienceof havingwork- 
Town) where there is an anchorage, men there. Tliere arc, however, in this 
and where vessels touch. To prevent miserable territory, beautiful situations, 
an individual from quitting the island, presenting fine trees, gardens, and gq^jd - 
it is sufficient to guard the shore by houses. There is, besides, Plantation 
land and sea. To lay an interdict on House ; but the positive instructions 
the interior of the island can therefore of governmert forbad you from giving 
have no otlier object than to deprive up this house, although much expence 
him of a promenade of from eight to would thereby have been saved to your 
ten miles, which it vvould be possible government — an expence incurred in-** 
to make on horseliack, and the priva- fitting up at Longwood a hut, cover- 
tion of which will sharten the life of ed with paper, which is already unser- 
the emperor. Tiie emperor has been viceablc. 

established at Longwood, exposed to You have interdicted all correspon- 
every wind, and where the land is ste- deuce between us and'* the inhabitants 
rile and uninhabitable, without water, of the island — you have, in fact, placed 
and not susceptible of any cultivation, the house at Longwood a?/ secret-— you 
There is a circuit marked out of about have prevented any communication with 
1200 toises ; at about 11 or 1200 dis- the officeis of the garrison ; it seems, 
tance a camp is established on a hill, therefore, to be your study to deprive 
and another camp in an opposite posi- us of thedittle resources which this mi- 
tion at the same distance ; in short, in ^er tble. territory affords ; and we are 
the midst of the heat of^hc tropic, lieie, just as wc should be, on the in- 
iherc is nothing to be seei^ut camps, sulated and uninhabited rock of Ascen- 
Admiral Malcolm having'lcarncd the siuu. During the four mouths that you 
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have been at St Helena., you have, sir, 
rendered the situation the emperor 
much worse, '^ount Bertrand has ob- 
served to you, that you violate even 
the laws of your legislature, ajpd that 
you trample under foot, the r ghts of 
general officers, prisoners of war. You 
have replied, that you act according to 
i\ e letter of your instructions, and that 
yotir conduct to us is not worse than 
is dictated by them. 

,1 have the honour to be, 
Gener\l Count De Montiiolon. 

After i had signed this letter, I re- 
ceived yours of the 17th August, in 
whfch you subjoin the account of an 
annual of "20,0001. sterling, which 
you consider indispensable for the sup- 
port of the cxpences of the establish- 
ment at Longvvood, after having made 
all the reduefions which you thought 
’ possible. AVe do not tliink w:e have 
any thing to do with the discussion of 
this point. The table of the emperor 
is scarcely provided with strict neces- 
saries, and all the provisions are of the 
worst quality. You ask of the empe- 
’*or a fund of 12,0001. sterling, as your 
government wdll only allow bOOOl. for 
all the expepces. I have already had 
the honour of informing you, that the 
eiiTpcror had no funds — that for a year 
past, he bad neither written nor recei- 
ved any letter; and that he is altogether 
Ignorant of what has passed, or is pass- 
ing, in* Europe. Transported by force 


to this rock, withput being able to 
write or to receive any answer, the em- 
peror is now entinAy at the mercy of 
the English ageny. The emperor has 
always desired, a^d is still desirous, to 
provide himself for all his expences, of 
whate\^er nature, and he will do it as 
soon as you render it possible, by ta^ 
king off the interdictions laid upon the 
merchants of the island with regard to 
his correspondence, and directing that 
it shoul^ not be subjected to any inqui- 
sition on your part, or by any of your 
agcntsi* Thenceforth, the wants of the 
emperor would be known in Europe, 
and those persons who interested them- 
selves in his behalf might send him the 
funds necessary to provide for them. 

The letter of Lord Bathurst, which 
you have communicated to me, gives 
birth to strange ideas. Are your mi- 
nisters then ignorant that the spectacle 
of a great man in captivity and adver- 
sity is a most sublime spectacle ? Are 
they ignorant that Napoleon at St He- 
lena, in the midst of persecutions of 
every description, to which he opposes 
'nothing but serenity, is greater, more 
„ sacred, and more venerable, than when 
seated upon the first throne in the 
wo* Id, where, for so long a time, he 
was the arbiter of kings ? Those w^ho, 
in such a situation, are w^anting to Na- 
poleon, are blind to their own charac- 
ter, and that of the nation which they 
represent 


Montiiolon, 
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The Farmer's Magazine, Nos. 71, 72, 
73. 3s. each. 

Plan for the Improvement of Agricul- 
ture, by a Regulation in the mode of Le- 
vying and Collecting Tithes. By William 
Cole. 2s. 

A Review (and complete Abstract) of 
the Reports to the Board of Agriculture, 
from tne Southern and Peninsular De- 
partments of England. By Mr Marshall. 
12s. 

General View of the Agriculture of the 
County of Bute. By William Aiton, 
Strathaven. 12s. 

A Review (and complete Abstract) of 
the Reports to the Board of Agriculture, ^ 
from the several Departments of England. 
By Mr Marshall. 6 vol. 8vo. 3l. 3s. 

The Code of Agriculture. By Sir J. 
Sinclair, Bart. 8vo. 11. Is. 


ASTRONOMY. 

Eight Familiar Lectures on Astronomy, 
with Plates and Diagrams. By W. Phil- 
lips. 6s. 6d. ^ 

Ladies' Astronomy. From th^ French 
of De Lalande. By Mrs Pengree. 3s. 

Evening Amusements for 1818. By 
William F^rend, Esq. 

Nautical Astronomy by Night; intend- 
ed chiefly for the use of the Navy. By 
Lieut. W. E. Parry, R. N. 4to. 9*s. 

Strictures on Dr Chalmers's Discourses 
on Astronomy. By John Overton. 
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An Inquiry into the Origin and early 
History of Engraving upon Copper and 
in Wood. By W.G.Ottley,V.S.A.2vol. 
ito.3l. 8«. * ^ ^ 


Albert Durer's Prayer-Book; copied 
on Stone. No. I. 10*s. 6d. 

A Set of seventeen Engravings, to il- 
lustrate Shakespeare, from Pictures by 
eminent British Artists ; engraved ‘•by 
Messrs Sharp, Hall, Bromley, Rhodes, 
Fittler, and Stow. Proofs 6l. 6s. — com- 
mon prints 4l. 4s. 

The Genuine Works of William Ho- 
garth. By John Nichols,, and the late 
George Steevens. Vol. III. 4to. 41. 4s. 

Chromatics. Illustrated with Plates 
and Diagrams. 21. 2s. 

A Manual of useful Knowledge. By 
William Pybus. 18mo. 10s. 6d. 

An Attempt to discriminate the Styles 
of English Architecture. By Thomas 
Rickman. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

The Journal of Science and the ArtS^; 
edited at the Royal Institution. 

A Critical Description and Analytical 
Review of Mr West's grand Picture of 
Death on the Pale Horse. By William 
Carey. 2 b. 6d. 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

Cathedral Antiquities of England, or 
an Historical, Architectural, and Graphi- 
cal, Illustration of the English Cathedral 
Churches. By John Britton, F. S, A. 
No. II. being tne second ^lumber of Win- 
chester. Medium 4to. 12s, 

Researches concerning the Laws,»Theo- 
logy. Learning, Commerce, &c. o^ An- 
cient and Modern India. By L. Crau- 
ford. Esq. 2 vol. 8vo. 18s.. 

History and Antiquities of the Abbey , 
^Church of St Peter's, Westminster, with 
Architfcctural and Graphical Illustrations. 
By J.*P. Neale. Part II. Royal 4to. 1 6s. 

Annals of the Coinage of Britain and 
its Dependencies, from the earliest period 
to the 50th year of George III. By the 
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The Elgin Itobles^ with an abridged 
Historical and Topographical Account of 
Athens. Vol. 1. By the ReC. E. I. Bur- 
row, A. M. F. L. S., &c. ^ 8vo. rlth forty 
plates. 11. * * 

Vulgar Errors, Ancient and Modern, 

^ attributed as Imports to the Proper Names 
df the Globe. 8vo. 12s. 

' Topography, illustrative of the Battle 
. of Platfiea. By John Spepcer "Stanhope. 
8vo., 28s. 

JjOcunar Strevelinense, a Collection of 
Heads etched and engraved after the Car- 
ved Worlc which formerly decorated the 
Hoof of the King's Room in Stirling Cas- 
e. Splendidly printed. Imperial quarto, 

. witli plates. 2l. 12s. 6d. 

British Monachism. By Thomas Dud- 
ley Fosbrooke. M. A. F. S. A. 31. 3s. 

The Third Part of Neale's Illustrated 
History of Westminster Abbey. Royal 
4to. 16s. — Imp. 4to. 11. 4s. 

The Border Antiquities of England and 
Scotland. By Walter Scott, Esq. In Two 
Volumes. 4to. Price 9l. 2s. 6d. ; or, large 
paper, price 131. 18s. 

Pompeiana. By Sir William Gell, and 
J. P. Gandy, Esq. Architect. No. II. 
8vo. 8s. 

Archaeologia JEliana ; or, IVIiscellane- 
ous Tracts relating to Antiquity. Pub- 
lished by the Society of Antiquaries of 
Newcastle up>n Tyne. Vql. I. Part I. 
4tQ. 11. Is. ^ 

Transactions of the Society of the An- 
tiqudries of Scotland. Vol. II. Part I. 
^to. 2l. 2s. 

Views of Pompeii, with a Descriptive 
Account. By G. Townley, Esq. Part I. 
(To be completed in twelve Parts.) 12s. 
6d. • 

AH#HITECTURE. 

Hints for •the Improvement of Prisons. 
By James Elmes, Architect. 6s. 

Civil Architecture of Vitruvius. By 
^'^WQUiam Wilkins, Jun. M. A. F. A. S. 

Engravings, by W. Lowry. 
Part Iir*9L.M3^. in Elephi^nt 4to. — or, 6l. 
6s. Royal folio. , 
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11. Is. 
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Memoirs of JohniPhilip Kemble, Esq. ; 
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J. A. Williams. Js. 6d. 

Memoirs and Remains of the late Rev. 
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Annual Biography and Obiluary, with 
Silhouette Portraits. Vol. I. 8vo. 15s. 

Life of Haydn, in a Series of Letters, 
translated from the French. 8vo. 128. 

Lives of Alberoni, &c. By J. Moore. 
8vo. J^s. 

Biographia Literaria, or Biographical 
Sketches of My Literary Life ana Opi- 
nions. By S. T. Coleridge^ Esq. 2 vol. 
8 VO. 14s. 

Memoires du Marquis de Dangeau ; ou 
Journal de la Cour de Louis Xiy.«deT>uis 
1684 jusqu’a 1T15; avec des Notes nis- 
toriques et critiques. Par Madame la 
Comtesse de Genlis. 3 tom. 8vo. IL 
11s. 6d. 

The General Biographical Dictionary, 
edited by Alexander Chalmers, F. S. A., 
&c. 32 vol. 8vo. 1.9l. 4s. 

Illustrations of the Literary History of 
the Eighteenth Century. By John Ni- 
chols, F. S. A. 2 vol. 8vo. 2l. 14s. 

Memoirs of J. C. Lettsom, M. D., and 
James Neild, Esq., with brief 'Notices of 
many other Philantliropists. With por- 
traits of Dr Lettsohi and Mr Neild, and 
eight other plates. 5s. 

The Itinerant, or Memoirs of an Actor. 
6 vol. 12mo. 2l. 2s. 

Tlie Sexagenarian, or Recollections of 
a Literary Life. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. Is. 

Historical Anecdotes of some of the 
Howard Family. By Charles, Tenth 
Duke of Norfolk.® 8vo. 7s. 

Dr Watkins's Mentoirs of the Right 
Hon. Rfthard Brinsley Sheridan ; the se- 
cond and concludftig Part. 4to. 11. lls.6d. 

Memoirs of the Last Months of the 
Life of Mr Thomas Vaughan. * 12mo. 3s. 
6d. 

Memoirs of the Life of the Elder 
Scipio Africanus. By the Rev. Edward 
Berwick. Post 8vo. 7s. 

Account; of the Life and Writings of 
John Erskine, D. D., late one of the Mi-* 
nisters of Edinburgh. By Sir Henry 
Moncrieff Wcllwood Bart. ; with an Ap- 
pendix and ]Votes. 8vo. 14s. 

^cypture Portraits. By the Rev. Ro- 
bert Stevenion. 2 Vol. 12mo. 8s. 
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The Northern Cou»*t8. By John Brown> 
Esq. 2 vol. 8vo. 11 Is. 

A Biographical lUcrage of Ireland. 
Royal 8 VO. f)s. \ 

Shakespeare and hk Times. By Na- 
than Drake, M. D. 2(/ol. 4to. 31. 3s. 
I^arge papri*;, 7l. 7s. ^ « 

The Fortunate Vouth; or, Cliippen- 
hain Croesus. 8vo. 3s. 

Autlientic Memoirs of tiie Forthnate 
Vouth. Hva. 2s; 

The Biographical IMagazine. No. I. 
(To be continued Monthly.) 2s. (id. 

Memoirs of IVIadame Manson.^ Writ- 
ten by herself. 8vo. 

IVIemoirs of the late Right Hon. J. P. 
Curran. By William OTlegan, Esq. 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

Alemoirs of the Public and Private Life 
of Beifjamin Franklin, Ij. L. D. ; now 
first published from the Original MS. 
written by Himself, to a late period, and 
continued till the time of his Death, by 
his Grandson, lATlliam Temple Franklin, 
Esq. iio. 2l. 2s. 

JVIadamc de Stack’s Memoirs of the Pri- 
vate Life of her Father; to which are 
added, JMiscellanies, by iVI. Necker. 12s. 
The same in French. Ips. 6d. 

N apoleon his own 1 1 istorian . F^xtracts 
from the dlriginal Manuscript of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte. By an American. 8vo. 

Anecdotes of the Info of Richard Wat- 
son, Bishop of Llandafi’, written by Him- 
self at diflerent intervahs, and revised in 
ISU. tto. 21. 12s. (id. 

Mr Galt’s Life of ^Vest. Second edi- 
tion. Svo. 

IMr Galt’s Life of Wolsey. Second 
edition, 8vo. 

Memoirs of the jMrs Elizabetli 
Hamilton, Author of J e'Jters on Flduca- 
tion, Agrippina, See. By jMiss^Benger. 
2 vol. Crown 8vo. 

• LOT A NY. 

A Practical Introduction to Botany. 
By the Rev. W. Riiigley. 4s. 6d* — and 
coloured, 7s. (>d. 

Conversations on Botany : with twenty 
engravings. 12mo. 7s. 6d. — andcolour- 
,ed, li^s. 6d. , 

The IMidland Flora. . By J. Pur ton. 
2 vol. JJ. 

Pomona Britannica, a Collection . of 
Fruits, coloured after Nature. By G. 
Brookshaw, Esq. 2 \3i. 4t^ 12l. 12s. 


A Botanical JDescripticn of British 
Plants in the Milland Cojanties. By T. 
Purton, surgeon! Alcestei. With eight 
coloured Engravings, by #ame8 Sowerby. 
2 vol. Svo. ll. 

The KJorist's Manual. 4s. 6d. 

t 

CHEMISTRY. 

Chemical Amusement. By Fred. Ac- 
cum. 12mo. 8s. 

A System of Chemistry. By T. Thom- 
son, M. D. F. 11. S. &q. the fifth edition. 
4 vol. Svo. 3ll 

COMMERCE. 

Considerations on the British Com- 
merce. Is. 

Three Letters in French — I. Upon tho 
Trade of Great Britain with the Conti- 
nent — 2. A Reply to the sadie by an 
Englishman — 3. In Answer to that. 

CLASSICS. 

Q. Horatii Flacci Opera.- Edidit Tho. 
Kidd, A. M. E. Coll. S. S. Trin. Royal 
12mo. 13s. 

Hermanni Elementa Doctrina? Metri- 
cie, cx Editione Lipsite cxcusa, anno 1816. 
Glasgutt* Excudebant A. et J. Duncan, 
Academiie Typogi^phi. Svo. 13s. 

The Select Works of Plotinus. By T. 
Taylor. Svo. ISs. 

Cellarius’s Maps. 4to. lOs, 6d. 

Spelman’s Xenophon. 12ino. 7s. 

4T» 

DRAMA. 

The Innkeeper's Daughter ; a Melo- 
drama, in two Acts. By G. Soane, A. B. 
2s. 6d. 

Robinson Crusoe ; a grand Romantic 
Melo-drama. By J. Pocock. Svo. 2s. 

The Apostate ; a Tragedy, in five Acts. 
By Richard Shiel, Esq. Svo. 3s. 

Germanicus : Tragqlie en Cinq Actes, 
et cn vers. Par A. V, A«*9aud. Svo. 3s. 

A Translation of the above in Blank 
Verse. By Geo. Bernel. Svo. 3s. '6d. 

Comic Dramas, in Three Acts^ By 
Maria Edgeworth. 19mo. 7s. 

The Touchstone, or the World as it 
goes. By J. Kenny. 3s. 

Elphi Bey, or the Arab's Faith ; a Mu- 
sical iJrama, in Three Acts. 28. 6d. 

A Brief Dramatic Chronology of Actors, 
and on the London Stage. By R*. We- 
witzer* 

Dramatic Tales, illustrative of the* su- 



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


239 


perstitiong i^d Mannprs of the Lower 
Scotch. By|the of the Poetic 

Mirror, fe vdl. 8vo. f4s. 

Characters of Shakespeare's Plays. By 
Win. Hazlitt. 8vo. 10s. 6S. , 

The Beauties of Massinger. Foolscap 
8vo.. 6s. * • 

Manfred; a Drama. By the Right 
Hoi?. l:ord Byron. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

* , An Essay on the Characters of Mac- 
beth and King Richard III. By J. P. 
Kemble. Crown* 8vo. fts. 6d! 

The Persian Hunters, or the Rose of 
(lUrgestan ; an Opera : the words by Tho. 
Noble, the music by Mr Horne. 25. 6d. 

The Bohemian ; a Tragedy, in Five 
Acts. By G. Soane, A* B. 4s. 6d. ^ 

^Account of Mr Kemble's Retirement 
from^e^Stage. 8vo. 9s, 

Incog ; or Three Weeks at a well- 
known Hotel ; a Farce. By W. A. Keep. 
2s. 6d. 

The Vicar of Wakefield ; a Melo-dra- 
matic Burletta, in Three Acts. By Tho- 
mas Dibdin, Esq. Is. 6d. 

The Youthful Days of Frederic the 
Great ; a Melo-drama, in Two- Acts. 

The Peasant of Lucern ; a Melo-dra- 
ma. By Geo. Soane. 3s. 6d. 

Richard, Duke of York ; a Tragedy, 
from Shakespeare. By Edmund Kean, 
Esq. # 

Falls of Clyde ; a IMelo-drama. 

The Dramatic Works of the Right Hon. 
R. B.-Shefhlan. By^T. IVjjoore, Esq. ^ 
. Retribution ; or, th e Chieftain's Daugh- 
ter, a 'JVjigedy. By John Dillon. 8vo. 3s. 

The Cobbler of Preaton ; a Farce. Is. 
.6d. 

rniTCATio??. 

An Account of the Origin, Principles, 
ProcecdiiAgs, and Results, of an Institu- 
tion for Teaching Adults to read, esta- 
blished in B#f^s and Berks in 1814. 8vo. 

Op Public Education. By the late Dean 
of Westminster. 5s. * 

Correspondence between a Mother and 
her Daughter. By Mrs Taylor, of Ong^. 

A Key to Dr Noehden's Exerdses for 
Writing German# By J.' R. SohulU. 3s. 
ed. . 

Classical Reading ; or Lessons for every 
Day in the Y ear ; selected chiefly from 
the best English Writers of the reign of 


Geor^ the Third.| By G. Sharpe. 12ino. 
5s# 6(1. f 

A New Analytl&al Table of the Genu 
der of all the Fr^ch Substantives gene- 
rally used. By jC. Gros. 3s. 

The Palace orTruth. By Madame de 
Genlis, with coloured En^vings. 3s. 
6d. 

I^'Enfant Prodigue, ou Azael et Lia, 
Conte Morel; accompagne de douz. gra- 
vures, dessin^s par Dtiplessi-Bertaux. 
3s. 6d. 

An ^Inquiry into the Abuses of the 
Chartered Schools in Ireland, with Re- 
inarkf on the Education of the Lower 
Classes in that Country. 8vo. 68. 

A Key to the last Edition of Mr Per- 
rin's French Exercises. By C. Gros. 3s. 

An Introduction to English Composi- 
tion and Elocution, in four Parts. By 
John Carey, L. L. D. 12mo. 5s. 

Important Trifles, cMefiy appropriate 
to Females on their first entrance into So- 
ciety. By Emma Parker. 12mo. 5s. 

The Grammatical Remembrancer. By 
W. Earnshaw. 2s. 6d. 

Memoranda, intended to aid the Eng- 
lish Student in the Acquirement of the 
Niceties of French Grammar, with Ta- 
bular Elucidations. By Will. Hodgson. 
12s. ^ 

The French Part, or Key to the Book 
of Versions ; which may serve also as. a 
Book of I<3egant Extracts from the best 
French Classics. 3s. Gd. 

Contes Choisis pour des Enfans. Tra- 
duits de L' Anglais de Madlle Edgeworth, 
imprimes sur I'cdition de Paris. 5s. bds. 
or, 5&. 6d. h-bd. • * 

Ancient History, abridged for the Use 
of Schools. By^be Rev. John Robinson, 
L/L. D. Stow^typSli, with Engravings. 
6s. 6df 

The Schoolmaster's Assistant ; or, the 
First Introduction to (jtec^apliy. 4to. 
7s. 

A New School for Adults. By John 
Goss, of Hatherleigh. Is. 3d. 

Chrestomathia ; Part I. 1816. Part 
II. 1917. 8vo. By Jeremy Bientham, 
Esq. . 

Stories explanatory of the Church Ca- 
techism. By .Mrs Sherwood. 12mo. 5s. 

A I^actical Essay an Intellectual Edu- 
cation. By William Jaques. 4s. 6d.. 
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Questions resolved I containing a plain 
and concise Explanaion of near Four 
Hundred difficult Paa:ages of Scripture. 
By the Rev. G. G. Sci\ggs, A. M. 

A Lexicon of the Prnnitive Words of 
the Greek I^anguage. By the Rev. John 
Booth. 8vd. 9s. • * 

Institutes of Grammar as applicable to 
the English Language. By James ^An- 
drew, LL. D. 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

Elements of Latin Hexameters and 
Pentameters. 2s. 

The Dauphin Vir^l, with Dr^Carey's 
Clavis Metrico-Virg'Uiana prefixed. 

History made Easy ; or, a Genealogi- 
cal Chart of the Kings and Queens of 
England since the Conquest. By Mr Rey- 
nard. 

A Key to the same. 

Letters on English History, for the Use 
of Schools. By J. Bigland. 12mo. 6s. 

A Companion to the Globes. 4s. 6d. 

Method of Teaching Children to Read, 
upon the Principle discovered by Sieur 
Berthaud. By Mrs Williams. 12mo. 9s. 

Self-Cultivation Recommended ; or. 
Hints to a Youth leaving School. By 
Isaac Taylor of Ongar. Foolscap 8vo. 
5s. 6d. 

The Day's Occupation. From the 
French of Jauffret. 3s. 

A Concise System of Commercial Arith- 
metic. By J. Morrison, Accountant, 
Leeds. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

Spanish Nature displayed. By J. Du- 
flef. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. 11s, 6d. 

French and I’.nglish Dictionary, By 
J. Dufief. 3 vol. 12rao. 21. 12s. 6d. 

The Chinese Gramcnar, By W. Mor- 
rison. 4to. ll. ils. 6d. 

Family Suppers; frqfii the* French of 
Madame Delafaye/ By]ui,^-y Mary 
2 vol. 68.-— in French, 7s. 

The Little Beamais ; from the French 
of Madame Delafaye. 4 vol. lOs. 6d. — 
in French, l2s. 

Moral and Amusing Recreations ; from 
tlie Frencii of the Countess de Choiseul. 
1 vol. 12mo. 5s. — ^in French, 6s. 

A Concise Grammar of the Romaic, 
or Modern Greek Language. Ry H. Ro- 
bertson, M. D. 

An Introduction to the Study of Ger- 
man Grammar. By Peter Edmupd Lau- 
rent. 12mo. 58. e 


A Dissected Tterrestrialf Globe. By 
M. Wauthier. Ilf lOs. i 

Scenfs in Europe. By! the Rev. J. 
Taylor. 12mo. plain, 4s. f coloured, 6s. 

Greek jPrimer. 8s. 6d. 

A Table of all the French Parts of 
Speech. By L. 8. de la Serre. Is. 6d. 

Remarks on a Course of Edu'Cation. 
Bj T. Myers, A. M. Woolwich. 8vo. Is.^ 

A Key to Mair's Introduction to the 
Latin Syn&x. .By J. Black, Acad. For- 
trose. 3s. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

The Edinburgh Gazetteer ; orXJeogra- 
plpcal Dictionary ; comprising a Com- 
plete Botly of Creography, Physical, Pqli-* 
tical, Historical, and Commercial.— Yol. I. 
Part I. II. Vol.'ll. Parti. 8vo. 9s. each. 
Accompanied by a New General Atlas, 
constructed from the latest Authorities, 
by A. Arrowsmith, Hydrographer to the 
Prince Regent, exhibiting the Boundaries 
and Divisions, also the Chains of Moun- 
tains, and other Geographical Features of 
all the known Countries in the World, 
comprehended in 53 Maps from Origi- 
nal Drawings. Royal 4tQ. half bound. 
11. 16s. 

A Geographical Sketch of the principal 
* Mountains throughout the World. 8s. 

Illustrations (chiefly Geographical) of 
the History of the Expedition of Cyrus 
from Sardis tq Babylonia, ani of the Re- 
treat of the Ten Thousand Greeks. Ry 
James Rennel, Esq. 4to. ll. 16s. 

The Possibility of Approaching 'the 
North Pole Asserted. By the Hon. , 
Daincs Barrington. With an Appendix, 
by Col. Beaufoy, F. R, S. 8vo. 9s. 

* 

GEOLOGY. ^ ' 

Transactions of the Gealogical Society. 

Vol. IV. Part 11. 4to. 3k. 3s. 

« 

HISTORY. 

The Edinburgh Annual Register for 
1815. Vol. VIIL 11. Is. 

Journal of an English Traveller, from 
1814 to 1816 ; or. Memoirs and Anec- 
dotes of her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales, and of her Court ; with Let- 
ters of her Royal Highness, Lord Liver- 
pool, Mr Whitbread, &o. 8vo. 4s. ‘6d. 
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The HifrUlry of Ndl|?ay, from the^ear- 
liest times tl the prSscnt. By Messrs 
Baden^ Hol^g, and Anderson. |vo. 7s. 

Comparati^ Chronology^f the Classic 
Ages of Greece and Rome. By L Stanton. 

The History of the British Revolution 
of 16*88-9. By George Moore,*Esq. 14s. 

A View of the History, Literature, and 
Religion of the Hindoos. By the Rev. 
*W. Ward. 2 vol. 8vo. 18s. 

Papers on the Affairs of Scotland, from 
1702 to 1715." By George Lodchart, Esq. 
2 vol. 4to. 5l. 5s. * 

Ormerodjs History of Cheshire. Part 
III. 21. 12s. 6d. 

Cobbett’s Parliamentary History. Vol. 
XXIX. Royal 8vo. ll. 11s. 6d. * 

• ^ New Chart of History. By Francis 
Bailw^^ 

The Secret and True History of the 
Church of Scotland. By the Rev. James 
Kirkton. 4to. 

The History of Ireland, from the ear- 
liest Ages td the Union. By the Rev. 
Samuel Burdy. 8vo. 10s, 6d. 

Naval Occurrences between Great Bri- 
tain and America. By T. James. 6vo. 
11. Is. 

An Account of the Origin, Progress, 
and actual State of the War carried on 
between Spain and Spanish America. By 
a South American. 8vo. 6s. ^ 

The History of Java. By Thomas 
Raffles. 2 vol. 4to. 8l. 8s. 

Outline the Revolution in Spanish 
America. By a South American. 7s. 6d. 

An Abridgement of Universal History. 
By the Rev. E. W. Wlikaker. 2 vol. 4to. 
81. 8s. 

Thq History of the Ancient Noble Fa- 
mily of Marmyun. By T. C. Banks, Esq. 
4to. 11. 15s.— 8vo. 18s. 

A'Ne\^ History of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed. By the Rflv.T. Johnson. 12mo. 5s. 

A Completiri!! istory of the Spanisdi In- 
quisition. *By Don Juan Antonia Llo- 
reiitel Trandated from the Spanish. 

Ah Universal History, in twenty-four 
Books. Translated ih>m the German of 
John Muller. 3 voL 8vo. 

History of New South Wdes. By F. 
O’Hara, Esq. 8vo. 14s. « 

A History of Europe, from th^reaty 
of Amiens in 1802, to the Pacification of 
Paris in 1815. By Charles Coote, LL. p. 
8vp. 12s/ ' 


A History of ^ Domingo, fiom its 
Discovery by Collmbus to the present 
Time. ^ 

Pinnock's improved edition of Gold- 
smith's History of England. 12mo. 

Russia, being^ a complete^ Picture of 
that Empire. By C. G. Hunter, Eiiq. 
lOs. 6d. 

History of the British Revolution of 
1688-9. By George JNJoore, Esq. 14s. 

History of the Wars of the French Re- 
volution. By Edward Baines. 2 vol. 4to. 
ll. each* ^ 

The History and Antiquities of Gains- 
borough. By W. Stark. 8vo. 

The History of the City of Dublin* By 
the late John Warburton, Esq., the late 
Rev. James Whitelaw, and the Rev. R. 
Walsh, M, R. I. A. 2 vol. ,4to. 

History of Stirlingshire. By the Rev. 
W. Nimmo. Second edition, corrected, 
and brought down to the present Time. 
By the Itev. William Maegregor Stirling. 
2 vol. 8 VO. 16s. 6d. 

The History of British India. By Ja. 
Mill, Esq. 3 vol. 4to. 6l. 6s. 

Part IX. Aspin's Universal History. 

Narrative of the demolition of the Mo- 
nastery of Port'Royal des Champs. By 
Mary Anne Schimmelpennin^. 8vo. 7s« 

LAW. 

The Trial at Bar of James Watson, 
Surgeon, for High lYeason, 8vo.’7s. 

Another Report of the same Trials. 
8vo. 4s. 

On the Bankrupt Laws. By J. Whit- 
marsh. Royal Svo. ll. Is. 

Bell’s Supplement to Vesey s Reports. 
Royal Svo. ll. lOo. 

A Treatise to Actions. By 

Anthoq^ HaniHrond, Esq. 8vo. 12s. 

Hints for Abstracting Tide Deeds. By 
W. Harper. Sfo. 5s. 

Observations on the presgit State of 
Criminal and Civil Judicature in the 
County of Cork. By the Rev. H. Towns- 
hend* A. M. 3s. 6a. 

West’s Treatise of the Law and Prro 
tice of Extents. 8vo'. 14s. 

The Equity Draftsman* By J. Van 
Heythiiren, Esq. Barristcr-at-law.' 8vnf 
11 . 4 ^ 

Foim in Manumisdon, and Cases of 
Contest^ Freedom. By J. Henry, Esq. 
Barriste/-at-law. 
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'Hill’s Reports of daises ArgUi^ and 
Ruled at Nisi Rrius in vieCloiirtof C(mi« 
iiion pleas. 8vo. 

The Speeches of Charles 1 hillips^ Esq. 
delivered at the Bar ^ andnn various pul^ 
Ik occasions^ in Ireland and England^ 

Reports of Cases upon Appeals and 
Writs of Error in the Horse of Lovds^ 
during the Sesfiiovs of Parliament 1813 
to 1816. By P. Dow, Esq. of Lincoln’s- 
Barrister-at-law. 4 vd. Jloyal 

A digested Index to the Crown Law. 
By H. N. Tomlins, of the Inner-Teftple. 
Royal 8vo. 

Practical Instructions for suing out and 
prosecuting a Commission of Bankrupt, 
with the b»t Modetn Precedents now in 
use, and a Digest of Supplemental Cases. 
By Ed. Christian, Esq., Barrister, Sic. 
«vo; 

A Praetical Treatise on Copyhold, Te- 
nure, and Court-keeping. By John Scri- 
vcii, Eaq. of the Inner-Tempfe, Barrister- 
at-law. ■ 

The Case of Col^rodke against Taaflfe, 
instituted before the Court -eff Session in 
Scotland, for the purpose of removing the 
two Minor Children Of the late G.-Cole- 
brooke from the guardianship of their 
Mother. 

'JThou^ts on the Laws relating to Salt, 
as they affect the Fisheries, Agriculture, 
and Manufactures of the ^Kingdom. By 
Samuel Parkes, F. L. S. M. R. I. Mem- 
ber of’ the Geological Sobriety. 8vo. 7s. 
6d. ' 

Tlte Juriedktibtt of Justices of the 
Peace, and Authority^f parish Officers, 
in ^11 masters i^lati«fut^rdcbial« Law. 
^ T. -W. Wiaiiams^ EsepU^of the Jnner- 
l^ple, 'Ban^tfe-at-law. ^ 2 voL Royal 
8vo. 21. 12s. 6d. 

Rmons ^f^'h farther Am^dment of 
the A^t J4rGe0: HI. C; 156, being an Aci 
to ameiid <C?o|>yrigJit Act m Queen 
Anne. By Sir Edgerton Brydges, fiart. 
M.P. 28. 6d. 

A Treatise on the Law of Arbitration. 
l^James Stamfhrd Caldwell. 168, 

nepoTt^" ar^^ and determined in the 
Court of Exchequer, Easter Termini 6. 

^ By George Price, Esq. Part Illjr ‘Vol. 
\ll. Royal 8vo. 5s. 


Supplement to atTreatise fk^ Pfeoding. 
By J. Chitty, Esq. #»f Uie Middle Temple, 
Barristef-ati-law. Hi. lls. m, 

A Compendious Abstraedbf the Public 
Acts passed anno 1817 ; with Comments, 
Notes, and a copious Index. By Tho- 
mac 'Waltef Williams, of the Inner-Tem- 
ple, Esq. 12mo« 4e. 

whole Proceedings on twO Peti- 
tions in the Court of Chancery, ex parf(* 
Crosby in Crosby, enuLex jxirte Wilkie 
in re Crosby, heasd before the Lord Chan- 
cellor in Lincoln’s Inn Hall, August 22. 
1817. Is. 

A Treatise on the Game Laws. By 
Edward Christian, Esq. 8vo. lOe. 

Kearsley’e Tax Tables for 1818. Is. 
6d. . ^ 

A new Arrangement of lA>r^ :^<iLen 
First Institute of the Laws of England, 
on the Sir Matthew Hale’s Ana- 

lysis, &C. By J. H. Thomas, Esq. 3 vol. 
8vo. 

A ISelect Law Library. By Henry 
Clavering, Esq. 8vo. li. 2s. 6d. 

The Law of Bankrupts. By Soame 
Whitaker, Esq., Banrister-^at-law. 48. 

Form of Process before the Jury Court. 
By John* Russel, Esq. 8vo. 58. 

A System of the Forms of Deeds used 
in Scotland. By Robert Bell^ Esq. Ad- 
vocate. Vol. VII. 8yo. bds.r 12s. 

A Practical Treatise on Life Annuities. 
By Frederick Blayney. Ts. 6d. 

An Elucidation of me AnchrHt English 
Statute Laws, that award the Penalty of 
Death sans Clergy. By, Thomas Mott, 
Esq. Solkit(»r> Cambridge. • < . 

First Part of the Institutes of the Laws 
of Englasid, 'Or a Commentary updn Lit- 
tletoR. Ry 6ir Edward Coke. Revised 
and Corrected, with Notes, &c. By 
da Hargrave and Gbarks Butkr, Esqrs; 
2 vol. 8vo. 31. 6s. V 

A Oemplete Gdleetion Estate Trials. 
By^T. {).*iloweR, Esq. F. R. I$;and p. 
A.; ind continued by Thomas JonOs 
Howell, Esq. 'Vol. XXHL Royui 2vo. 
11. lls. 6d. » 

The Trials of Jei^endah Rmdreth,' 
William Turner, Isaac Budkin, andOeo.' 
W'ei^tsian, for Treason ; taken in 
Short-tmud. Ry W. Gurney. 2 voL 
8vo. 11. 4s. ( f 

A theJGkme Lows of HSbt- 


NEW PUBlilCATIONS. 


263 


l^d. By Winii|a Nesi. • lOfl. 

A Collectit^ ef Statutes confiec|ed with 
the AHmlnisti’atio)) of the Law. 
By William David Evana, Esq. Vice* 
Charicellbr of X^ncastet. 8 vol. 8vo. 8l. 

A Cdleetion of the several* Points of 
Sessions' Law. By the Bev. Samuel 
fc^Claphain, M. A. ^itol. 8vo. 11.8s. 

, An Argument for construing largely 
the Bight o( .an Appellee m insist on 
Trial BatBe. "By E. A. Ken^l^.Esq. 

SV9.li. ’ 

The Trial of Andrew M'Kinley before 
thh Court of Justiciary, at Edin- 
burgh, on the 18th day of July 1817, for 
^administering Unlawful Oaths. 2s. 6d. 

^Practical Hints for abstracting Title 
Bee^ jqranged under heads. By Sam. 
Harper, Law Stationer. 8yo. 4s. 6d. 

Heports of Cases argued and determin- 
ed in .the Court of King's Bench, in Mi- 
chaelmas Terra, 58 Geo. ^,1817. By W. 
Selwjne.and R. V. Bamen^ell. Vol. 
Part I. Royal 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

llie Three Trials of Wm. Hone, for 
Publishinc three Parodie^ on Three Ex- 
Officio Informations, during Three suc- 
cessive Days, by Three S]^cial Juries. 
8vo. 3s. 

The Speech Of John Peter Grant, Esq. 
in the House. of Commons, on Tuesday/ 
the l/)th of February 1818, on IiOi^.A. 
Hamilton's motion, relating to the con- 
duct of thN^aw Officers qf the Crown in 
Scotland. Is. 6d. 

MEDICINE, 8UaGEay,«ANaT0MY,B^C. 

. The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 

Joiirivil. No. 51, 52, 53. Ss. each* 

' Observations on the Diseased Manv* 
festatiom^ of the Mind, or Insani^ « By 
J. iSj Spurriteim, M. D. With Four 
Plates. B^al 9vo. 14a. 

. Surreal OMdervaitions ; bring a Quar- 
terly, Bepdrt Of Cases in-Sutgery. By. 
Charles BeB, Buigeoii of the Middlesex 
Ho^ilal.^'^Part IV. 8vn. 6s, 

A Compendious PicUona^ of the Vch 
tiedlnary ' By Jatnes Wnite, Veteri- 
nary ^fiwfgeeo.'^ Royal 18x00. Qs. 
nPhahnaoopoek Cqllegii Hegaljj Medi^f 
cirum LondmensB 1800. £ditio»AWa« 
ISmo. 46. ' ; * 

lilleKi^fmtuieiital Medical -Beporitory : 


conducted by E. Embden, assisted by 

other Gentlemen JP the Faculty. No. I. 
(To be continued^Quartejrly.) 3s^«6d. 

Remarks on Iribanityj- ebjbdy' witkTe- 
ference to the P^sical SymptoiUE^ Ib’xnd- 
|d on the Practice of John I^ftyOjf Q* 
Sy T. Mayo, M. D. 8vo. 58. 

Picture of the College of PhyjSi^SBs. 
Syofc 16s. < ' ^ , -ij / 1 /> 

A Physiological Sy.^em of 
By J, M» Good, F. R* S.‘ 8 'vq. 1L itSt ’ 
Oases of Diseased Bladder ond TestieJej 
with t kenty-one Etchings. By W, Wadd, 
Esq. Surgeon. 4to. 18s, . 

^ Alls Account of .two Successful Operas* 
tions for restoring the lost Nose from tlie. 
Integuments of the Forehead. ByJj^ C. 
Carque, Esq. ; with Plates. 4to. . 16s„.v 
Observations on the Harveian,DQQtripQ! 
of the Circulation of .the Blood, in Reply 
to those lately adduced, by Qeo. ^err»i 
Esq. By. A. Ewing, M.D., Member^ 
the Royal Physical Sorietyrof Exlinburgh. 
6s.. , ' . ^ 

An Essay on the Mode by which -Con- 
stitutional Disease is produced from ^e 
Inoculation of Morbid Poisons. By C. 
Salt, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, 4s.* , , 

The New London Phannaoopoeia, cor«-^ 
rectly translated the Latii^ Edi- 
tion. By R. J. Thornton, M. D. ISmo* 
4s. 6d. 

.Gerbaux on the Teeth. 12mo. 6s,, 

An Essay on the Shaking Prisy*, By 
James Parkinson^ Member qf, die^B^yal 
College of SurgeoilB. ^s. . . . s 

Letters to a Mother bn the JVfanqge^ 
mentof Infants aiid Child^By 
sician. 5s. 6d.' w 

Medico-Chir&i|f^ l^rant^sd^i^' pul^ 
lisbedjiy the>>^Stedi^, 4 ^,^Jtiu^^^ 
Society of Londmu, E 

8vo. 10s. 6d. ,w : 

. vXhq, Principles 

Ibe Diagnosis of the mocqgefaralD]^ 
easea of AdultB. By 
IX 8yo, 18a.'': ; . 

The Hospltal-PupiPs Gui^, 
culapius; 38. 6da. . ^ 

A Sequel to an Essay on ,ihe .‘SJelfbur 
Felter^ Bjf Edward.Na<hf,B^wpft, 

D.^>^0j14f. ^ J , 

burgenas. •Foolscap 8w. ^ ; 
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Pharmacopoeia CoPegii Regii Medico- 
rum Edinburgensis. r 8vo. 10s. Od. 

Results of an InvffJtigation respecting 
Epidemic and Pestilential Diseases. By 
Charles Maclean, M* D. Vol. I. 15s. 

A Letter to Professof Stewart on the 
Objects of* General Terms, and qn the 
Axiomatical Laws of Vision. By J. F earn. 
Esq. 4to. 5s. 

Observations on the Casual and Perio- 
dical Influence of particular States of the 
Atmosphere on Human H^dth and Dis- 
eases, particularly Insanity. By 'Jliomas 
Forster, F. L. S. 8vo. 4s. 

Sketch of the History and Cure of 
Febrile Diseases, as they appear 9n the 
West Indies. By R. Jackson, M. D. 

Delineations of the Cutaneous Diseases 
comprised in the Classification of the late 
Dr Willan. By T. Bateman, M. D. F. 
L. S. 1 vol. 4to. Coloured Plates. 121. 
12s. 

The History and Practice of Vaccina- 
tion. By James IVIoorc, Esq. Director of 
the National X'^accine Establishment. 8vo. 
8s. 

An Essay on the Vital Functions. By 
Wilson Philip, Esq. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Cases of Diseased Prepuce and Scro- 
tum. By W. Wadd, Esq. Surgeon. 4to. 
lls. y 

Outlines of Lectures on Human Phy- 
siology. By John Gordon, M. D. F. R. 
S. E. Lecturer on Anatomy and Surgery, 
and on the Institutions of Medicine, 
Edinburgh. 8vo. Boanls. 6's. 

A Narrative of the Case of l\Iiss Mar- 
garet M^^Avoy ; with an Account of some 
Optical Experiments connected with it. 
By Thomas Renwick, j\I. D. Physician to 
the Liverpool Infirnujfjyt 4to. Boards. 
IDs. 6d. / 

Observations on Phagofsena OangTse- 
nosa, in Two Parts. By H. Horae Black- 
adder, Surgeon. 8vo. (is. 

ITie Influence of the Atmosphere. By 
James Johnson, M. D. 

Medical .Jurisprudence, as it relates to 
Insanity, By John Haslam, M. D. 5s. 
6d. 

Observations relative to the use of Bel- 
l£idonna. By John Bailey, Surgeon. .5s. 

A Critical Inquiry into the Nature and 
Treatment of the Case of her Royal ?figh- 
ness the Princess Charlotte of Wilics and 
her infant Son. By W. Ret s Pric Mem- 


ber of the Royal College ^of Surgeons. 
8vo. Ss. 6d. ( 

An Account of ^ome Experiments made 
with tbe Vapour of Boifeg Tar in the 
Cure of Pulmonary Consumption. By 
Alexander Crichton, M. D. F. R. S. 2s. 
6d. 

A Practical Inquiry into the Causes of 
the frequent Failure of the Operptioiis of 
Depression and the Extraction of the Ca-* 
taract. By Sir-W. Adams. 8vo. 16s. 

Brief Inquiry into tl^e Causes and Mi- 
tigation of Pestilential Fever. By llio- 
mas Forster, F. L. S. 8vo. 

Aphorisms, illustrating natural and 
difficult Cases of Accouchement, Uterine 
Hiumorrhage, and Puerperal Peritonitis. 
BJ' Andrew Blake, M. D. 

Transactions of the College of 
cians in Ireland. Vol. 1. 14^ ' ' 

A Treatise on the Physiology and Dis- 
eases of the Ear. By J. H. Curtis, Esq. 
Aurist to the Prince Regent. 

Physiological Lectures, delivered be- 
fore the Royal College of Surgeons of 
London, in the year 1817. By John 
Ahemethy, F. R. S. &c. 

Bancroft's Sequel to his Essay on Yel- 
loiv-Fever. 8vo. 14s. 

An Essay on the Disorders of Old Age. 
By Ant. Carlisle, F. R. 8. &c. 8vo. 5s. 

A Letter to the Commissioners for 
transports, on Uie Non-Contagious Na- 
ture of the Yellow-Fever. By James 
Victen, M. D. 8vo. ^ ^ 

Report on '^le proper State and Ma- 
nagement of the Hospitals for insane Per- 
sons at Paris. 8vou 2s. 

The Dublin llospital Reports. Vol. 
I. 9s. 

Engravings, illustrating the Anatomy 
of the Skeleton. Ry .John Gordon, M, 
D. F. R. S. E. In 22 plates. 8vo. 16s. 
bds. 

Observations on the Cuj^^and Preven- 
tion of the Contagious Fever, now pre- 
valent in the City of Edinburgh and its 
environs. By J. Yule, M. D. 2s. 6d. 

Observations on some Important Points 
in the Practice of IVlilitary Surgery, and 
in the Arrangement and Police of Hospi- 
tals. Illustrated by Cases and Dissec- 
tions. By John Henncn, Deputy Inspec- 
tor of I&ilitary Hospitals. 8vo. 

Dr Veitch on the Non-Contagious Na- 
ture of the Yellow-Fever. 8vo. 
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Mcdico-Chyurgical Transactions, pub- 
lished by th^ MedicaF and Chirurgical 
Society of London. Voi. VIII. . Plrt II. 
10s. 6d. I 9 

Mr Foster on Pestilentiar Fever. 

An Essay on Scarlet 'Fever, Measles, 
and Consumption. By Dr Armstrong. 

Medical Statement of the Case of tlie 
late Princess Charlotte of Wales. By A. 

Thomson, F. L. S. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

*The Continental Medical Repository. 

. By E. Van Embclpn. No. II.* 3s. 6d. 

An Inquiry into the General State of 
the l^rofession of Physic. 8vo. sewed. 
Is. 

MILITARY SCIENCE. 

• A Course of ^Military Instruction. BV 
Li<?a^-Col, Pasley. 3 vol. 8vo, ; with 
1190 i?hg?avings. 3s. 

An Universal Military Dictionary, in 
English and French. By Major Charles 
James.* 8vo. ll. 6s. 

Explanation of the Review Manoeuvres 
of a Regiment of Cavalry. By Captain 
Wm. Hackett. 

A Military Catechism, for the Use of 
Young Officers, and Non-Commissioned 
Officers of Cavalry. By Col. Dalbiac. 2s. 

An Historical Account of the Rise and 
Progress of the Bengal Native Infantry, 
from its first Formation ; together with 
a Detail of the Services on which the se- 
veral Battalions have been employed du- 
ring that i^^iod. By the late Captain 
John Williams. With Places. 8vo. 12s. 

MATHEMATICS. 

Algebra of the Hindlbos, with Arith- 
* metic and Mensuration. Translated from 
the Sahscrit, by H. T. Colcbrodce, Esq. 
4>to. 3l. 3s. 

A Key to Mensuration. By J. Nesbit. 
12mo. Js. • 

The Hundred Weight Fraction-Book. 
Square 4>to.. Ss, 

The Lunarian, or Seaman’s Guide. By 
E. Ward. 6s. 

The Principles and Application of Ima- 
ginary Quantities, Book 1. JBy Benjamin 
Gompertz, Esq. 4to. 5s. 6d. 

A System of Practical Mathematics. 
By John Davidson, Teacher, Burntisland. 
8vo. X2s. ^ * . 

The Pliilosophy of Arithmetic. By 
John Leslie, F. R. S. E. Professor of Ma- 


thematics in the University of Edinburgh. 
8vo. 8s. boards. 1 
The Gentleman’s'^Annual Mathemati- 
cal Companion. No. XXI. 1818. 2s. 
«d. 

Outlines of a jTheory of Algebraical 
Equations. By William Spence. 8vo. 
14s. 

The Principles of Mechanics. By Wm. 
SliirJs. 8 VO. Ss. 

The Mathematical Qitestions proposed, 
in the Lady’s Diary, and their Answers. 
From it| Commencement in 1 704 to 1816. 
By Thomas Leybouni. 4 vol. 8vo. 4l. 

* MUSIC. 

Devotional Music, original and select- 
ed. By R. A. Smith, Teacher of the 
Piano Forte, See, Paisley, 2d edition. 3s. 

The Elements of Singing. By G. F. 
Graham, Esq. 2s. 

Albyn’s Anthology. Volume Second, 
Collected and arranged by Alexander 
CampbeU. ll. Is. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Supplement to the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, edited by JMaevey Napier, 
Esq. F.R.S.L./;c.E. Vol. II. Part II. 
Illustrated by twenty- two Engravings. 
4to. ll. 58. i 

The Works of the Reverend Francis 
^ Wrangham, ]\I. A. F. R. S. of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 3 vol. 8vo. 2l. 2s. 

An Historical Account of the Rise and 
Progress of Stenographic W riling. 1 L 1 s. 

The Journal det^ Dames. Published 
Weekly, at 2()s. per Quarter. 

A Report of the^Navy Board. By J. 
Scott. 8vo. 7s. 

The Young Honour’s Vade- 

Mecum, being^Jir sa&jtary Treatise on 
Duelling; togetner with the Annals of 
Chivalry, the Ordeal Trial, and Judicial 
Combat, from the Earliest Times. By 
Abraham Bosquett, Esq. 12iiiQ. 5s. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of Recent 
Shelly By J. Dilwyn. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. 
18s. 

An Essay on the Variation of the Com- 
pass, interspersed with Practical Observa- 
tions and* Remarks. By Wm. Bain, R.^ 
N. Vyo. With Chart. 6s. 

Cam^^e Patliology ; or, a full Descrip- 
tion of ftie Diseases of Dogs, with their 
Causes, ijynfptoras, and Mode of Cure. 
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By Delabere BlaineX With Wood Cuts. 
8vo. 7s. 6*d. \ 

I^ettcrs from Mrs E. Carter to Mrs 
Montagu, between 1755 and 1800 ; chief- 
fy on Literary and Moral Subjects, ll. 
7s. ^ 

The Cof^espondent : coupisting Let- 
ters, Moral, Political, and Literary, be- 
tween eminent Writers in ^’rance^ and 
England. No. II. 5s. 

The Works of Gianuto and Gustavus 
Selenus on Chess. Translated by J. H. 
Jarrat. 2 vol. 8vo, ll. Is. ( 

A Narrative of Occurrences in the’ In- 


Manor of Great Albion, frrm the earliest 
times to the present. By Democritus 
Foplitla. 2 vol 8vo. 

Owenian^ or Select P{|^sagcs from the 
Works of Owen ; arranged by Arthur 
Young, Esq. F. R. S. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

A Tribute of' Sympathy, addressed to 
Mourners. By W. Newnham, Esq. 12mo. 
5s. 

Remarks on the first Chapter of tliS 
Bishop of Llandalf’s Hors l^elasgic®. 

The Transactions ofithe Horticultural 
Society of London. ' Part V. Vol. 11. 
4to. ll. 11s. 6d. 


dian Countries of North Americi^, since 
the Earl of Selkirk's Connexion with the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 8vo. 5s. 

The History of an Old Pocket Bible, 
as^related by Itself. By the Rev. Robert 
Cox, A. M. 3s. 

Authentic Narrative of the Loss of the 
American Brig Commerce. By James 
Riley, late Master and Supercargo. 4to. 

Luccock's Essays on the Theory of the 
Tides. 4to. 7s. 

Owen's History of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. 4s. 

School for Wits. By R. Wewitzer. 6s. 

llie London Budf^U of Wit. By a 
Friend to Rational Mirth. 12mo. 5s. 

The Politer and Vamisher's Guide. 
By P. F. Tingry. 8vo. 12s. 

Westney^s Wine and Spirit Dealer's 
Vade-Mecum. 4s. 

An Inquiry into the Nature of Bene- 
volence. By J. E. Bicheno, F. L. S. 8vo. 
4s. 6d. 

The Art of Correspondence ; consist- 
ing of Letters in French and English ; 
neat pocket volume. 5s. 

A Series of Incide^^f of English Bra- 
very, during the OtiSPpaigns on the 
Ckmtinent. By A. Atkinson. N(fi I. 6s. 

The Dance of Life ; consisting of twen- 
ty-four Designs, by Mr Rowlandson; 
with Illustmtions in verse. By the Au- 
thor of The Tour of Doctor Syntax." 
No. 1. 2s; 6d. » 

The Costume of the Netherlands ; il- 
lustrate by thirty coloured Engravings, 
after Drawings by Miss Sempjie; with 
fkscriptive Letter-press, in English and 
French. In tliree Parts. 4to. 2L&s. ; 
or, 15s. each. 

.John Bull’s Bible, or Memoiite of the 
Stewardships and Stewards o} John IJull's 


Observations on the West India Islands, 
Medical, Political, and MiscoUaneous. 
Bj John Williamson. M. D. 8vo. ll. 5s. 

A Description of uie Safety-lamp Jin- 
vented by G. Stephenson, now ifii.^Kse in 
Killingwortb Colliery. 8vo. Js. 

France. By Lady Morgan. 4to. 2l. 
52s. 

A View of the Agricultural, Commer- 
cial, and Financial Interests of Ceylon. 
By Anthony Bertolacci, Esq. 8vo. 18s. 

Armata, Part II. ; exhibiting a View 
of the Manners, &c. of the Metropolis. 
3s. 6d. 

An Historical Display of the Effects of 
Physical and Moral Causes on the Cha- 
racter and Circumstances of Rations. By 
J. Bigland, Esq. 

An Essay on the Nature of Light, 
Heat, and Electricity. By C. C. Bom- 
pass, Barrister-at-law. Hvo^^x-'s. 

Letters on Ceylon. By Captain L. de 
Bussche, 8vo. 9s. 

Remarks on the Construction of liot- 
houses. By J. C, Loudon, F.L. S. Royal 
4to. 15s. 

Asiatic Researches. Vol. XII. 4to. 

21. 28. i 

The third volume of Athene Oxohien- 
ses. By Philip Bliss, Fellow of St Joh;i's. 
4t0. 

A Treatise, containing tl^ results, of 
numerous experiments on the preserve^ 
tion of Timber from premature descay. 
By W. Chapman, M. R. I. A. 6s. 6d; , 
A Present ft)r an Apprentice, by a late » 
Lord Mayor, dedicated to the present. 

A Supplement to Junius identified. 3i^. 
Thejftound Table. By^he Autlior of 
Sir Hornbook." 

The Classical Journal. No. XXXL 
for June 1817. 
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Mr Pope’s Practical Aj^ridgment of the 
Custom and Excise Laws. The Third 
Edition, corrected to Ahgust 18, MSI 7. 
8vo. IL 11s. ^ 

Report from the Committee of the 
House of Commons,^ on tfie employment* 
of Boys in the Sweeping of Chimneys. 
8vo. 3s. 6d. 

^ The I^eper of the City of Aoste, a Nar- 
rative. Translated from the French by 
Helen Maria Williams. 8vo.' 2s. 6d. 

An Attempt to establish Phy*siognomy 
upoii«Scientific Principles. By J. Cross, 
M. D. 8vo. 8s. 

A I.etter to an Engli^ Nobleman. By 
Liberator* 6vo. 

An Essay on Capacity and Genius 
A*!s^ 4 , an Inquiry into the Nature of 
Ghosftm 8yo. 12s. 

Inquiry into the Nature and History 
of Greek and Latin Poetry. By John 
Sidney Jlawkins, Esq. F. A. vS. 8vo. 14s. 

Narrative of a Singular Imposition. 
By a young woman of the name of Mary 
Wilcox, alias Baker, alias Caraboo. 8vo. 

The Ladies’ Receipt Book. By Win. 
Pybus. l2mo. Is, 6’d. 

The Complete Sportsman. By T. H. 
Needham. 12mo. Ts. 

An Inquiry into some of the most Cu- 
rious and Interesting Subjects of Histoiy, 
Antiquity, and Science. By Tlw. Moir. 
12nfo. 4s. ♦ 

A Pructi^fiiJfc Chess Grammar; or, an 
ItUrocluction to t!ie Royal Gmne of Chess. 
By W. S.* Kenny. 4to. 7s. 

The Pamphleteer, No* XIX. 6s. 6d. 

• Cortes ; or, the Conquest of Alexico ; 
from the German of J. H. Campe. By 
Eli*. Helme. 5s. 6d. New edition. 

British Feld Sports. By Wm. H^nry 
^ Scott. ’ 12 monthly parts. Ss. each, 

, The Edinburgl?Maga»ine and Litwary 

Miscellany; jrNew Series of the Scots 
Magazine, tbr August, September, Octo- 
ber, and November. 2s, each. 

An Essay* on some Subjects connected 
with Taste. By Sir George Stewart Mac- 
kenzie, Bart. 

Supplement to Encyclopaedia. Vol. 
III. Part I. 11. 5s. 

Thomas of Reading, or the six^ wor- 
thie Yeomen of the West ; now the sixth 
time corrected and enlarged. By T. D. ; 


being &fac-siiniU of the Original, prl}tt<»< 
ed in London, by E jz. AUde tor Robert 
Bird. 4to. 10s. 6d. 

The Naturalist’s J ountal. By the Htm. 
Daines Barrington. Oblong 4to. 5s. • 

The Golden Kef. 8vo. 10s. 

trickle’s Club. Royal 8vo. *ll. Is. 

A Report upon the Claims of Mr Geo» 
Stephf‘nBon,lrelative to his Safety-Lamp* 
By the Committee. 

Memoirs relating to European and Asi- • 
atic Turkey; c<lited from Manuscript 
Joumalsi By Robert Walpole, A. M. 
31. 3s. 

The :pdinburgh Ob^rver, or Town and 
Country Magazine. Is. 6d. To be con- 
tinued monthly. 

The Edinburgh Encyclopcedia, or Dic- 
tionary of Arts, Sciences, and Miscellane- 
ous Literature. Conducted by David 
Brewster, LL. D. Vol. XII. Part I. 
ll. Is. boards. 

The Trial of Rob Roy’s Three Sons, 
with a Memoir of Himself. 12mo. 6s. 

The Literary and Statistical Magazine 
for Scotland, No. V. (published quarter- 
ly.) 2s. 6d. 

The Sacred Edict ; translated from tlm 
Chinese. By th<i Rev. William Alilner, 
Ih'Otestant JVlissionary at Malacca. 

An Essay on the Strength Ad Stress 
/of Timber. By Peter Barlow. ^8vo. 18s. 

I Thc<ParaphIeteer, No. and XXI. 
66. 6d. each. 

JcAnstone’sLondon Commercial Guide, 
Corrected to August 31, 1817. 

An Economical Plan for an Additional 
Supply of Water for the City of Edin- 
burgh. Is. .» 

Tlie American Register ; or, Summary 
Review of Histoif^J^litics, and Litera- 
ture. 2 vol. AV128.% 

VoltaWsPbilosophical Dictionary, By 
A. Holmes. 2 vol, 18mo. 10s. 

A Complete Collection of Scottish Pro« 
verbs. .By J. Kelly, M. A. l^Smo. 78. 

A Review of Johnson’s Criticism on 
the Style of Milton’s English Prose. By 
T. Holt White, Esa. 

J^Second Letter irora Charles Philips^ 
Esq. to the Editor of the Edinburgh Re- 
views ' 8Vo. 6d. ^ 

Remarks on Joseph Sanders’s Hints ^ 
Cretlulity,on ihesubjectof MissM'Avoy’i 
BiiUdne^. Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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An Essay on the llysteries of Elcusis. 
By M. Ouvaroff translated from the 
French by J. D. Price. With Observa- 
tions by J. Christie. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

•The East India Kegister and Directory 
for 1818. By A. W. Mason, J. S. King- 
ston, and^G. Owen, of the Seci^tar^s 
Office, East-India House. 7s. (id. 

Free Thoughts on the lat|3 llelimous 
Celebration of the Funeral of her lioyal 
Jlighncss the Priticess Charlotte of Wales, 
and on the discussion to which it has 
given rise in Edinburgh. By Scf to-Bri- 
tannus. 3s. 

The Clerical Guide, or Ecxilc^tical 
Directory. Royal 8vo. ll. 

A New Translation of the Satires of 
Persius, with Life and Notes. By W. 
Gifford. S vol. 8vo. ll. Is. 

Duthnevin ; or, the Visit to Paris. By 
a Lady sometime resident in France. 

Letters from the Hon. Horace Walpole 
to George Montagu, Esq. from 1736 to 
1770. lioyal 4to. 

A Cruise ; or, Tliree Months on the 
Continent. By a Naval Officer. Em- 
bellished with coloured Engravings. 8vo. 
88 . 

Outlines of Gesture, jtfid a Selection of 
Pieces, in V erse and Prose. By the Rev. 
James ChA)man, author of the Orator. 

Hints to'Credulity, or an Examination 
of the Pretensions of Miss M^Avoy ; oc- 
casioned by Dr Renwick’s Narrative of 
her Case. By Joseph Sanders. 8vo. 
sewed. 3s. 

Memoirs of the Caledonian Horticul- 
tural Society. No. VIII. 3s. 

The MeteorologisCji Tables for Record- 
ing Diurnal Observations of the Weather, 
as well as Annual R^mts. 4<s. 

The MeteorologfsCsS^istant, a folio 
Chart, accompanied with a Cardy expla- 
natory of the inode of Notation. By 
Thomas Hanson, Surgeon. 3s. 

NATUKAL HISTORY. 

Outlines of Geology. By Wra.*Tho- 
mas Brande. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Observations on the Natural IIis|ory 
of the Swallow Tribe. By T. Forster. 8s. 
, General Zoology, commenced by# the 
late George Shaw, M. D. F. F. R. S. &c. ; 
this volume consists of Birds. By J, F. 
Stephens, F. L. S. Vol. X. 8vo. 2l. 
12s. 6d.«^royal paper, 3l. lOs. 


The Naturalism's Pocket|Bouk. By G. 
Grav(^, F. L. S. Coloured, 2Js. — plain. 
Us. I 

Mulcologia Britannicaj By W. Jack- 
son Hooker, *F. R. S. and T. Taylor, M. 
D. 8vq. IL 11s. 6d. 

A Concise anti Easy jVIethod of Pre- 
serving Subjects of Natural History. By 
William Bullock. 3s. * ^ 

British Ornithology, with 60 coloured 
Plates. By John Hunt, of Norwicli. 
Vol. I. 8Vo. UL 5s. . 

• 

NOVKLS AND ROMAIJCES# 

Rob Roy, a Novel. By the Author of 
Waverlcy, Guy Manncring, anil, the An- 
th]uary. 3 vol. ll. Is. in boards. 

* Women, or Pour et Contre. By ^hfi 
Author of ^ Bertram.' 3 vol. ll. 

Is. * 

Harrington, a Tale: and Ormond, a 
Tale. By J\Iiss Edgeworth. 3 vol. 12mo. 
ll. Is. 

Mandevillc ; a Talc of the Seventeenth 
Century in England. By William God- 
win, Author of Caleb Williams," &c. 

3 vol. 12mo. ll. Is. 

Hardenbrass and Haverill, 4 vol. 12mo. 
ll. 11s. 6d. 

Montague Newburgh, or the [Mother 
and Son. By Alicia C. Mant. 2 vol. 
18mo. 10s. Gd, 

Modern Manners, or a Season at Har- 
rowgate. 2 vol. 12mo. 12s. 

Lc Chateau de St Valeria Par Ma- 
dame Herbitifr. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

Family Annals, or the Sisters. -By Mary 
Hays. 5s. , 

Three Weeks at Fladong's. 3 vol. , 
12mo, 11. 

The Absent Man, a Narrative, fedited 
by Sir Peter Plastic, Knight of the Order 
of the Tower and the Sword. ^ 12mb. 4s. 

The Vicar of Wakcrfield, an elegant 
edition ; illustrated by fr^enty-four co- 
loured Engravings. By Mr Rowlandson. 
Royal 8vo. ll. Is. 

Correspondence between a Mother and 
her Daughter at School. 

Rachel, a Tale, with a beautiful fron- 
tispiece. 8vo. 5s. 

Leaj) Year; or, a Woman’s Privilege. 
By Se[|^iia Davenport. 5 vol. l2mo. IL 
5s. 

The Imperial Captive. By J. Gwilliania. 

2 vol, 8vo. ll. Is. 



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


m 


The Welch Mountaineers. By Miss 
Hutton^ author of Miser Married. 3 vol. 
18s. '*1 

Some Account of Myself. ^ vol. h2mo. 
11. 2s. 

Strathbogie, or the Recluse of Glen- 
moijis. A Romance. By Alicia 'M^Gen- 
nis. 3 vol. 12mo. ll. 7s. 6d. 

The Hero, or Adventures of a Night. 

. 9 vol. 12mo. 8s. 

toward Castle. S vol. 12mo. IL 
7s. 6d. . ■* 

Maria, a Domestic Tale. By Mrs St 
George. 3 vol. 18s. 

The Good Grandmother and her Off- 
spring, a. Tale. By Mrs Hofland. 3s. 
Od. . 

' Prejudice and Physiognomy. By Azile 
D*Ara^ ^ vol. 12mo. 15s. 

Beauchamp; or, the Wheel of For- 
tune. By .James Holroyd Fielding. 4 
vol. 1 ^ 0 . ll. 2s. 

Coiiirdan ; or, the St Kildians : a Mo- 
ral Tale. By the Author of Hardenbrass 
and Haverill. 7s. 

Coelebs Deceived. 3 vol. 12mo. 18s. 
The Knight of St John, a Romance. 
By Miss Anna Maria Porter. 3 vol. 12mo. 
Six Weeks in Paris. 3 vol. 18mo. 
Jessy, or the Rose of Donald's Cottage. 
4 vol. ll. 2s. 

The Bachelor and the IMarried Man, 
or the Equilibrium of the ^ Balance of 
Comfort.' 3 vol. 10s. (id. 

Helen IV^nj^agle. By AUcia Lefanu. 

3 vol. ll. Is. * 

A Bride, and no Wife. By Mrs Moss. 

4 vol. ll. 2s. • 

, Rosabella, or a Mother s IVIarriage. 5 
vol. Ij. 10s. 

Manners. 3 vol. ISs. 

The Quakers, a Tale. By Eliza B. 
Lester*. Cs, 

The Story of Clarissa. 3s. 6d. 

The Foundiing of Devonshire, or Who 
is She } B'f Miss C. D. Haynes. 5 vol. 
ll. 7s.’ 6d. 

Tales of Wonder, of Humour, and of 
Sentiment. By Anne and Annabclla 
Plump tre. 3 vol. ll. Is. 

The Mysteries of the Forest. By Mary 
Houghton. 3 vol. 2d edition. , 

The History of Julius Fitz-Jolm. 3 
vol. ll. Is. 

The Actress of the Present Day. 3 
voU 18s. 


Dunsany, an Iristf Story. 2 vol. 123. 
Frankenstein, or the Modem Prome- 
theus. 3 vol. 16s. c'd. 

Tales of my Landlady. Edited by 
Peregrine Puzzlebrain, Esq. 3 vol. 12nib. 

Sir James the '4lose, a Border Story. 
12mo. • * 

Northern Irish Tales, founded on Facts. 
2 voU I 

Correction, a Novel. ^By a Lady, Au- 
thor of Geography, Le Bouquet, Elegant 
Repository, &c. 3 vol. 12mo. 15s. 

Unknown of the Pyrennees, a Tale. 
12mo. 6s. 

Subnjission Exemplified, or the Amia-# 
ble Stranger ; a Narrative. 6s. 

Secrets in every Mansion, or the Sur- 
geon's IMemorandum Book. By Anne of 
Swansea. 5 vol. ll. 7s. 6d. 

The Advertisement, or Tvrenty Years 
Ago. 3 vol. 16s. 6d. 

Delusion. 2 vol. 10s. 6d. 

POETRY. 

Select Pieces in Verse and Prose. By 
the late John Bowdler, Esq. 2 vol. 8vo. 
18s. 

Idwall, a Poem. By Mr Baylcy. 10s. 
Yeatman's Bront Knoll, a Poem. 12mo. 
4s. 6fL j 

The New Lyre, a Collectit^ of 230 of 
the best Songs, Glees, &c^dw in vogue. 
3s. ^ 

London and Dublin ; an heroic Epistle 
to Counsellor Philips. 8vo. Is. 

The late Session of the House of Com- 
mons, or the Great Moral Session ; a prac- 
tical Epistle to Loid Castlereagli. By an 
Englishman. y 
Odin, a Poem. Jw Sir W. Drummond. 
4to. ISs. 

Padilla, a Tate of Palestine, a Poem. 
By J. lliaffe, Esq. 10s. 6d. 

Modem Greece, a Poem. 8vo. 5s. 
6d. 

Phrosyne, a Grecian Tale: Alashtar, 
an Arabian Tale. By H. Gaily Knight, 
Esq. *8vo. 5s. 6d. 

Actors and Editors, a Poem. By an 
Under-graduate. 

Sibylline Leaves, a collection of Poems. 
By S. T. Coleridge. 8vo. ^ 10s. 6d. 

A Political Epistle to the King of Hay- 
ti, in Five Cantos. 3s. 6d. 

Twenty-four Vocal Pieces, with Ori- 
ginal J^octry, written expressly for the 
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Work, by Mrs Joalna Baillie ; Walter 
Scott, Esq. ; John lAewart, Esq. ; Wm, 
.Smith, Esq.; Jaiftes Hogg, die Scots 
Shepherd ; and- Lord Byron. By Dr 
Jchn Clarke of Cambridge. 2 vol. 

A Poetical Epistle fAui Dflia to Lord 
Byron. Is. 6d. ' • * 

Mnsomania ; or. Poet’s Purgatory. 
Foolscap 8vo. 4s. f 

Paris in 1815, a Poem. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

' The Schoolboy, and oth?r I'oeins. By 
Thomas Cromwell. Small 8vo. 5s. 

Lalla Rookh, an Oriental Bpmance. 
By Thomas Moore, Esq. 4to. 2l. 2s. 

Illustration to the Poem, engrij^ved by 
Charles Heath, from Paintings by H. 
Westall, R. A. 4to. ll. 5s. 

Churchyard’s Chips concerning Scot- 
land. By George Chalmers, F. R. S. S. A. 
8vo. 12s. 

Craig^ethan Castle, a Poem. 8vo. 7s. 
Evening Hours, a collection of Origi- 
nal Poems. Foolscap 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

A Continuation of the Emerald Isle. 
By C. Philips, Esq. Barrister-at-law. 4to. 
5s. 

The Pitt Club of Scotland, a Satire. 
The Works of Claudian ; translated 
into English Verse. By A. Hawkins, 
Esq. F.H.S. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. 11s. 6d. 

Poems Songs, chiefly in the Scot- 
tish Di^leci'i ^'^y Robert Tannahill. Toj 
which is pretfe°d, a notice respecting his^ 
Life and Writing. 8s. 

Heroic Epistle to William Cobbett. 
8vo. Is. 6d. 

Rough Sketches of Bath, Imitations of 
Horace, Lines on Qiraboo, and other 
Poems. By Q-in-the^corner. 

Rural Poetry. BWAndrew Buchanan. 
12mo. 3s, 

The Pocket Encyclq^ia of Scottish, 
English, and Irish Songs. 2 voC 12mo. 
!)s. (Glasgow.) 

Select Early English Poets. No. 1. 
containing' Lavelau’s Lucasta. (To be 
continued quarterly.) 12ino. 7s. 

Original Poetry for Infant and Juvenile 
Minds- In Two Parts. By Lucy Loynes 
of Nottingham. 

Agnes, a Poem. By DrThoinasBrown, 
‘Professor of Moral Philosophy in the 
University of Edinburgh. Foolscap 8vo. 
78. 

Trifles in V^'rse. By L.,T. Berguer, 
Esq. 8vo. ^ , 


De Vaux, or the Heir of Gikland. A 
Poem, in Five Cantos. By Robert Car- 
lyle. W\)olscap 8W0. 5s. 

Zapllya, a Christmas -Tale, in Two 
Parts. By S. T. Coleridge, Esq. 8vo. 
5s. 

Sincere Burst of Feeling, an Ode to 
Memory of the Princess Charlotte. 4to. 
2s. 

Mary Queen of Scots ; an Historical 
Poem, with other Miscellaneous Pieces. 
By JMargalettaAVedderbu'rn. 12mo. 

True Patriotism, dedicated in a letter 
to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
By James Ackland. 8vo. Is. 

The Grave of the Convict, an Elegy. 
Is. 

A Monody to the Memory of the Prin- 
cess Charlotte Augusta. By thej^«tlior 
of ^ Evening Hours.* 2s. * 

The Search, and other Poems. By Mr 
Edmeston. 

The Chieftain’s Fete. ^ 

The Hours, in four Idylls. By Hen. 
Hudson, Esq. Foolscap 8vo. 7s. 

Cambridge IMze Poems, being a com- 
plete Collection of the I^lnglish Poems 
which have obtained the Chancellor’s 
Gold Medal in the University of Cam- 
bridge. Foolscap 8vo. 5s. 

The Odes of Anacreon, translated into 
I^tin Verse. By the Rev. W. J. Aisla- 
bic. 

The Dragon Knight. By Sir James 
Bland Burges, Bart. 8vo^« 

The Colleftcd Works of Lord Byran^ 
Vol. VI., co/itaiiiing the Prisoner of 
Chillon, The Qream, Darkness, Man- 
fred, and the Lament of Tasso. Small , 
8 VO. 7s. 

Rhddodaphne, or the Thessalian Spell ; 
a Poem. Foolscap 8vo. 

Pains of Hope, a Poem. §vo. ‘48. 

Foliage, or Poems, Original and Trans- 
lated. By Leigh HuntI « 

Revolt of Islam ; a Poerd-, in twelve 
Cantos. Bv P. B. Shelley. 8vo.* 10s. 
6d. ‘ ‘ 

Alastor, or the Spirit of Solitude. By 
the Same. 5s. 

Thoughts on Happiness, a Poem. By 
the Rgv, Francis Humfray, A. M. 9vo, 

8s. , 

Tobias, a Dramatic Poem, with other 
Pieces. By James Jacobson, Esq. Fools- 
cap 8vo. 5s, 
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Belshazzars Feast, a Seatonian Prize 
Poem. By the Rev. T. S. Hughes, Fel- 
low of Emanuel College CambridJe. 3s. 
6d. ^ f 

Poems in Ei^lish, ScotcK, and Gaelic, 
on various Subjects. B^ John Walker, 
Farmer, Luss. 12mo. ’^5s. • 

Poems by William Cowper ; to which 
areprefiKed, a Memoir of the Author, and 
'Critical Notes on his Poems, written ex- 
pfessly for this Edition, with Vignette 
and Frontispiece, . 4s? 6d. 

Fragment, suggested by a bright Gleam 
of Sunshine^ Nov. 17 th, 1817, two days 
before the F uneral of the Princess Char- 
lotte of y^ales. 4to. 2s. 6d. 

Elegy to the Memory of her Uoy^l 
Higlincss the Princess Charlotte of Wales. 
By js Cockle. 4to. 2s. 

The LaTnent of the Emerald Isle. By 
Charles Phillips, Esq. Is. 

A Cypress Wreath for the Tomb of the 
Princcfe Charlotte, containing Original 
Tributes to her IMemory: To which is 
prefixed, a Biographical Memoir her 
Royal Highness. By J. Coote. Fools- 
cap 8vo, Gs. 

An Epicedium to the Memory of Prin- 
cess Charlotte. By R. Ilatt 

The Bridal of the Isles, a Mask : To 
which is added, the Blighted Hope, a 
JVIonody. By Charles Knight. Foolscap ^ 
Svo. 4s. 

Lines occasioned by the Death of the 
Princess Cfc ailot te. Is. (>d. 

’ ,Mr Hurwit?fe Hebrew l^irge, with a 
Metrical. TransIatioiP^ By S, T. Cole- 
ridge, Esq. ^ 

Leopolu s Loss, or England’s Tears 
* over the Urn of the Princess Charlotte, a 
JMonoJy. 

Psyche, or the Soul ; in seven Cantos. 
By J.* Brown, Esq. 12mo. 7s. 

• 

POLITICS POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

On the Principles of Political Econo- 
.my ahd Taxation. By David Ricardo, 
Esq.* 14s. 

Inquiry into several Questions of Poli- 
tical Economy, applicable to the Present 
State of Britain. 

A Letter to David Ricardo, Esg. ana- 
lyzing- his Pamphlet on the Depre^jiation 
of Bank Notes, By the Rev. A. Crombic. 

A^abular View of the Finance of 


Great Britain. By Nathaniel Jekyd, 
Esq. 

On the Spanish Colonies, and Soutlif*^ 
American Revolution. By M. de Pradt. 

2 vol. Svo. ^ 

The Speech oAhe Right Hpn. Robert 
F^el, en tis Catholic Question. 

All daises productive of National 
Wealth ; o|, tile Theories of M. Ques- 
nai. Dr Adam JmilR, aijd Mr Gray, ana- 
lyzed and/ex^ined. By Gewge l^rves/ 
LL. D. 9s. 

A N#w System of Practical Political 
Economy, adapted to the peculiar cir- 
cumst^ces of the Present Times. Ss. 

Additions to an Essay on the Principle 
of Population. By T. R. Malthus. Svo. 
8s. 6d. 

The Coalition and France. Svo. 7s. 

Speech of .lohn Leslie Foster, on the 
Catholic Question, May 9, 1817. 2s. 

The True State of the British Nation, 
as to Trade, Commerce, &c. By J. H. 
Reddell, Esq. 3s. 6d. 

Four Letters on the Constitution. By 
George Dyer, A. B. 3d edition. Svo. 6s. 

Plan of Parliamentary Reform, in the 
Form of a Catechism, Tvith Reasons for 
each Article. By Jeremy Bentham, Esq* 
8s. J 

A Letter to an English Norfman, con- 
tainiiig an Analysis of Coii- 

|stitution, and a View^^the Catholic 
Question, as it relate^ro Ireland. By 
Liberator. Sva 

A Summary View of the State of Spain 
at the Restoration of Ferdinand VI 1. By 
Captain ChristopW Clarke. 

Observations oAhe State of the Coun- 
try since the Peac^ with a Supplemen- 
tary Section Poor Laws. By 

Lieutcnant-Geoeral Cmwford. 

Remarks on the Essentials of a Free 
Government, and on the Genuine Con-» 
stitution of tlie British Hou^ of Com- 
mons; By the Rev. D. M. Peacock, A. 
M, 2s. 

Cofrected Report of the Speech of the 
Right Hon. George Canning, in tlie House 
of Commons, on Tuesday May 6, on Mr 
Lambton^ Jl^fotion for a Censure on Mr 
Canning’s Embassy to Lisbon. Svo. 3s.* 

The Colonies and present American 
Revolutions. By J. de Pradt. Svo. 12s. 

An Appeal to the Public, containing an 
accoup^ of Servicqp rendered during the 
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disturlisnccs in the I^orth of England, in Remarks upon a Lettw, addressed by 
the year 1812, &c. By Francis M. IM^zeres, a French Ex-colonist, to J. 

-E?iyiies, &c. t's. C. L. Kismonde de Sisiiiondi, containing 

A Letter to the Inhabitants of Spit- Obserilitions on the Blacks and Whites, 
taffields. By a Member of the Spittal- the Civilization of Africa* the Kingdom 
fields Benevolent Sociei|v. Is. of Hayti, &c. Translated from the 

Modernl*olitics,takeiifroni!MachiaveJ, Frencli of the Baron de Vastcy, Seeji> 
Borgia, and other choice autl^ors. By an tary to the King of Havti. Is. ed. 
Eyewitness. 2s. 6d. I , A Bill of Rights ana Liberties, or an 

*A Collection <^f Docun\?nts connected Act for a Constitutional Reform of Par*^ 
with Burgh Reform. 8 vo>«l S5/wed. 2s. liainent.' By Major Cartwright. Is. 
6(1. <>d. 

A Glance at the State of Public Af- An Essay on Benevolent Associations 
fairs. By a Friend to all. 8vo. 2s. for the Relief of the Poor.^ By Ralph 

A New System of Political Economy. W'ardlaw. 8vo. Is. Cd. 

8vo. ' 3s. Princiides of the Constitution of Go- 

Report of the Select Committee of the v^rnments. By William Cunningham, 
House of Commons on the Poor Laws ; Esq. of Entcrkine. 2d edition. 12^or 
together with the Minutes of Evidence, boards. Cs. . 

and an Appendix. To which is added. Remarks on the Plans and Publications 
the Rejiort of the Committee of tlie House of Robert Owen, Esq. of New Lanark, 
of Lords on the Poor Laws. 7s. By John Brown. Is. 6d. 

Hansard's Parliamentary Debates. Vol. Observations on the Impolicy, iCl)uses, 
XXXVI. Completing the late Session and False Interpretation of the Poor 
of Parliament, ll. 11s. Cd Laws. By John Lord Sheffield. 2s. 

Papers relative to Codification and Pub- Cd. 
lie Instruction ; including Correspond- Observations on the Impolicy of per- 
ence with the Emperor of Russia, Sic. mitting the Exportation of British Wool, 
By Jeremy Bentham. 8vo. and of preventing the free Importation of 

A Lett<^ to the Right Hon. Robert Foreign Wool. By John Maitland, Esq. 
Peel, in Aiwwer to his Speech, May 9, on M. P. 8vo. 3s. 
the Catt«liXo^stion. 2s. Cd. I A Letter to tl)e Common Counil and 

Suggestions>^^ the Employment of the f Livery of London, on the Abuses exist- 
Poor of the Metr^j^iolis. By Henry Bar- ing in Newgate. By the Hon. H. G. 
net Gascoigne. Is. Beimet. 

Interesting Observations on the present On the ap/fi-oaching Crisis, or on tl\o 
Disturbances of the* Spanish Colonies. Impractabilityuncv injustice of resuming 
W^ritten by a native o^ld Spain. 3s. Cash Payments at;*the Bank, in July 1818. 

A Sketcii of the MiAary and Political By the Right Hon. Sir J. Sinclair. 

Power of Russia in thp year 1817. 8vo. Remarks on the Report of the. Select 
8i. Committee of the House of Commons on 

A Letter addressed to* the Gentlemen the Poor Laws. By a Monmouthshire 
Coimnoners of Worcestershire.'* By a Magistrate. 8vo. 2s. ^ ' 

Gentleman of Worcestershire. 8vo. Is. An Inquiry into the State of the French 

cd. Finances. By Count LaiQuinais. Trans- 

Second Report of the Select Committee lated by George Hurdis, Esq." 
of the House of Commons on the Police, A Letter to Lord Erskine, on sueh- 
witli the Minutes of Evidence. 7^. Parts of his Armata as relate to Command 

An Historical Research into the Nature Wool. Is. Cd. 
of the Balance of Power in Europe. By A View of the present Increase of the 
G F. Leckie. 8vo. 10s. Cd. • Slave Trade. By Robert Thorpe, Esq. 

An Essay on Public CrediU By David LL. D Jate Chief Justice of Sierra Leone. 

Hume. First printed in 1752. With a 8vo. J3s. Cd. 

Letter address^ to the People of Great Tlioughts on the Results of various In- 
r Britain and Ireland on the pcaphetic cha'** ventions for the Abridgment of Lrbour. 
racter of its principles,^ 3 ^ By the Rev. William Kdmeads, 
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THIOLOOY. 

A Key to the Old Testament. the 
Rev. Henry Butter. ' 8vd. lOs. 

Sermons. By. the Rev. John IvArtin. 
2 vol. 8vo. ll. is. * 

Letters to a Serious an^ Humble In- 
quiiii; after Divine Truth. By the Rev. 
Edward Cooper, 12mo. 

Key to the Old Testement and Apo- 
'crypha. By the Rev. R. Gray. 8vo. 13s. 
Challenge to IJnitarians. 8vp. 

• Fifty-two Lectures on the Catechism 
of the* Church of England. By the Rev. 
Sir Adam Gordon, Bart. M. A. 3 vol. 
8vo. ll. 11s. 6d. 

The Clergyman's Companion in Visit- 
ing the Sick. By W. Palcy, D. D. Arch-* 
deac^ of Carlisle. 12mo. As. 6d. 

Bak^l^ %rmons, extracted from the 
Lectures of Bishop Porteous. 8vo. 9s, 
A Second Lay Sermon. By S. T. Cole- 
ridge. gvo. As. 

A New Volume of Sermons. By Bi- 
shop Horsley. ' 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Sermons on various Subjects. By the 
late Rev. W. Bell, D. D. Prebendary of 
Westminster. 2 vol. 8vo. 18s. 

Spry's Bampton Lectures. Syo, 10s. 
Ad. 

Wilks's Christian Essays. 2 vol. 14s. 
Stevens's Discourses on the Festivals 
and Fasts. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Sermons. By T. S. Jones. 8vo. 10s, 
Ad. 

Bean*sT*at15ck 4fll I nstruction. 8vo, 10s. 
6d 

Practical* Discouraes.j5y^e Rev. Jo- 
shua 6ilpin. • ^ 

• A Selection of Sermons and Charges. * 
By the late Rev. Edward Williams, D. 
D. 8yo. 10s. 6d. 

Sermons on various Sulyects. By the 
Rev. John Nance, D. D. 2 vol. 8vo, 

>K_ .* 

PracticaHl^seourses, intended to pro- 
mote the Improvement and Happiness of 
dre Young. By Henry Belfr^e, Minis- 
ter in Falkirk. 4s. 6d. 

History of Muhammedanism. By Cba, 
Mills, Esq. *8 VO. 12s. 

Inquiry into the Effect of Baptism. By 
the Rev. John Scott, M. A. 8vo. • 
Remarks on TonMine's Calvinism.* By 
the Rev/ Tho. Scott, M. A. 8vo. 14s. 

Staclj^ouse's History of the Bible^ cor- 
rected and improved. By the Bight Rev, 
VOL. X. PART II. 


George Gleig, LL. D, F.R. S. E. S. A. 

S vol. 4to. ll. 14s.^.— 

61 . 68 . 

By J. Balguy. 8vo. 9s. 

By J. Bonar. 8vo. Voi. 



:i. Doctrines, and Pub- 
e very Rev. William 
Dean of Westminster. 


Sermons. 

Sermons. 

11. 10s. 6. 

Sermbns 
lie Duties. 

Vincent, D. 

8vo. lOs. 

On the Bfa^ ples of the Christian Re- 
ligion, ac^Wssed to her Daughter, and 
on Theology. By IMrs. Lucy Hutchin- 
son. 8vo. I Os. 6d. 

Practwal Discourses. By the Rev. Jo- 
shua Gilpin. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

An Inquiry into the Nature of the Sin 
of Blasphemy. By Robert Aspland. 2s. 
6d. 

The Christian Faith Stated and Ex- 
plained. By the Rev. H. C. O'Don- 
noghue, A. M. Foolscap 8vo. As. 6d. 

Sermons, chiefly on Practical Subjects. 
By E. Cogan. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. 4s. 

A Defence^ of Calvinistic Preaching, 
&c. By George Bedford, A. M. 2s. 

The late Rev. John Shepherd's Criti- 
cal and Practical Elucidation of the Book 
of Common Prayef. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. Is. 

The Domestic Altar ; 

Course of Morning and Ev^ 
the Use of Families. 



Weeks' 


ayers, 

^Rev. 


Smith, A. M. 8vo. 

Duty and Benefit of a|&aily Perusal of 
the Holy Scriptures. By Lindley 3\Iur- 
ray. 12mo. Is. 

Observations, Crifical, Explanatory, 
and Practical, on the#anonical Scriptures, 
By Mrs Cornwallis. \4 vol. 8vo. 21. 2s. 

A Series of Sernjp^, on various Sub-» 
jects of Doctrine ana Practice. By the 
Rev. Gevge Matthevr, *A. M« 2 vol. 
8vo. ll. Is, 

Practical Discourses. By the Author 
of a Monument of Parental Aflection to 
a dear and only Son. 8vo. 

The Importance of Christian Union on 
the Established Principles of our Nation-. 
al Church. By the Rev. John Mackin-* 
non, M. A. 

Sermons on the Doctrines and Duto 
of the Christian Life. By the late Ardii- 
bald McLean of Edinburgh. To which 
is prefixed, a Memoir of his Life, Minis- 
try, and WritJhgi. By W. Jonoi* 8vo, 
lOi. 6d.<* 
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Homilies on the ifook of Tobias. , Bv 
the Ilev^MfS'rancis Martyn. 8vo. 7s. Ga. 

B^hlic Opinion and 
> e’eliiigs Considered, a Sermon. By the 
Koj:;. G. Crahbc. Is. Gd.* 

A Sermon on the Small Number of 
the Elect. • From the h 'ench^ of Massil- 
lon. 8vo. 2s. JD 

Plurality of Worlds* U'Js. ^ 

A Sermon preached at^’ow nidge'. By 
^le Rev. Scawen* Plumptrts, A^M. 

A Sennon, entitled, Unaui^viuzed Zeal 
the Cause of Eyil, as applicabi ' to tlie 
case of Itinerant Preaching. By tlia Rev* 
James Duke Coleridge. Is. 6d. 

The Character of St Paul, a Sermon. 
2s. 

Sermons on the first Lessons of the 
Sunday ^Morning Service. By the , Rev. 
Robert Burrowes, D. D. 10s. 6d. 

Sermons and Lectures. By the Rev. 
Alexander Bruntoii, D. D. Professor of 
Oriental Languages in the University of 
Edinburgh, &c. 8vo. 12s. 

A Course of Sermons for the Lord’s 
Day throughout the Year, By Joseph 
Holden Pott, A. M. Archdeacon of Lon- 
don. 2 vol. 8vo. 11. Is, 

Sermons. By Joliii B< Romeyii, D. D. 
Two vol. ill one. 8vo. bds. 10s. 6d. 

Old Chiiitrch of England Principles Op- 
posed >Tcw Light.” By the Kev. 

R. Warner, "^sfol. 1. (»s. 

A CoinincntaH on the Old and New 
Testaments. By \he Rev. Robert Haw- 
ker, D. D. Complete in 48 parts. De- 
my 8vo. 3s. each ; <?r Royal Hvo, 4s. 

The New Testament of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, translatedAnto pure Biblical 
Hebrew, for the use if the Jews in any 
part of the w^orld. 1^ ♦s. 

The Unitarian Refuted. By the Rev. 
G. Baker. 8vo. 5s. • 

The Bible, not the Bible Society. By 
the Rev. W. Phelan, Fellow of Trinity 
College. 8Vo. 4s, 

Lectures on Scripture Poctrincs. By 
William Beugo Collver, D.D. Svoi* 14s. 

Instructions for the use of Candidates 
for Holy Orders. By C. Hodgson. 8vo. 8s. 

The Divine Autiiority of Holy Scrip- 
/urc Asserted, in Eight Sermons. By J. 
Miller, M. A. Fellow of Worcester Col- 
lege. 

Sermons, preached on d^erent occa- 
sions. By the Rev. David Ificksonj Mi- 


nister of the New North Church, Fdiii- 
burglL 8vo. 10s. 6d. in boards. 

Tnei Recovian. Ca|;ec}iism, translated 
from (he Latin. By the Rev. Thomas 
Rees, F.B. A'. 12mo. Sfe. 

The Doctrine of Christian Charity, a 
Sermon. . By Tiiomas Chalmers, D. D. 
2s. Gd. 

A Concordance to the Holy Bible* 
Edited by Janies W. Bellamy, M. A. 
4to. 4s. Large paper, 7s. 

Sermon* on tjie Conjmandments.' By 
Robert Jones, 6. D. 8vo. Gs. 

The Catholic IVIanual. By the Rev. 
Jolin Fletcher. 4s. Cd. 

The History of the Destruction of Je- 
rusalem, as connected with the Scripture 
I*rophecies. By the Rev. George WR* 
kins, A. ]\L Royal 8vo. ll. ^ ‘ 

Christianity and Present Politics, how 
far reconcilcable; in a Letter to Mr Wil- 
berforce. By the Rev. H. Bathurst, LL- 
B. Archdeacon of Norwich. 3s. 

The IJturgy of the Church and State, 
accommodated throughout to the Precepts 
and Practices of the Son of God and his 
Apostles. 

• A Sermon, delivered in the Tron 
Church, Glasgow, on \Yednesday Nov. 
19, 1817, the day of the Funeral of her 
Royal Highness the Princess ‘Charlotte of 
I Whales. By Thomas Chalmers, D. D. 
Minister of the Tron Church, Glasgows 
Hvo. Sewed. Is. Gd. 

The Hopes of an Empire R^wersed, a 
Sermon, on r ccasion oL -ue death of the 
Prina'ss CharV^ttCf' ^Ry J. Jamieson, D. 
1). Is. 

I^rayers for the Use of Families and 
Individuals. By John Wilson, D. p. 
jMinister of Falkirk. Bvo. 5s. 

A J^etter to the Rev. Dr Chalmers of 
Glasgow, on the Distinctive Characters of 
the Protestant and Roman Catholic Re- 
ligions. By the Rev. Robert B -fnis. 2s. 
Gd. * 

A Funeral Sermon on the late Princess 
Charlotte, preached at Glasgow. By the 
Rev.^Wm* Taylor, jun. D. P. Is. Gd. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The Hythe, Sandgatc, and Folkestone 
Guide.^ 4s. Gd. 

Guitlc to all the Watering and Sea- 
Bathing, Places in England and Wales 
for 1817. IGs. 
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kEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Statistical Account, or Parochial 
Survey of Ireland. By William Jphaw 
Mason, Esq. With Ma])s and flans. 
8vo, Vol. IL 11. Is. . ^ I 
A Topi^raphical History of Stafford- 
shire. By W. Pitt. 8vo^. ll. 6s. ; large 
ll. 15s. * 

' D^catus Leodinensis, or the Topogra- 

S iyo^sAhe Town and Parish of Leeds. 

y^ Ralph Theresby. Second Ethtion, 
with notes and additions. By T. D. 
Whitaker, LL.‘D.. Folios • 

Loidis and Elmeto;, or an Account of 
the Lower Portions of Arcdale, Wharf- 
dale, and the Vale of Calder. By T. D. 
WhitakcB^ LL. I). FoMo. 

A Picturesque Delineation of the Southj 
ern f oast of England. No. VIIL ll. 

Aceqjint ^f the Weald of Kent. By J. 
Gean. 8vo. 15s. 

Hughson’s Walks through London. 
'2^^1. Foolscap 8vo. ll. 10s. ; demy 
Svo. 2l. 8s. 

Ormcrod s History of Cheshire. Part 
IV. J 

The IliStorv and Antiquities of the Pa- 
rochial Church of St Saviour, Southwark. 
By W. G. JVIosSf With Historical and 
Biogi:aphical Delineations. By the Rev. 
J. NiJdi&Hgale. Part I. 10s. 6d. 

An Excursion to Windsor. By John 
Evans, jun. A. M. 9s. 

The Ruins of Gour. By W. Creighton. 

4to*,^l. 2s, 

X^haiitt ^idj^the Cinque Ports. The 
liriiwings and Ehjji&Yings %y William 
peeble. Vol. I. Fo^C^pi^o. 17s. 6d.; 
demy Svo. ll. Ss. • 

The Gentleman’s Guide in his ToUr 
tlirough. France. By Henry Coxe, Esq. 
7s. 

Walks in Oxford. By W. M. Wade. 
2 vol. * Svo. 16s. ; 12mo. Ss. 

A Po^jtfolio of ^Fragments relative to 
the IlistoJ^^il^J Antiquities of the Coun- 
Xy Palatine *and Dutchy of Lancaster. 
By^MaUhew Gregson, Esq. of Liverpool. 
31. 3s’. ; large paper, 4l. 4s. 

Leigh’s New Picture of London. Em- 
bellished vj^th upwards of 100 Views, 
Is. 

A Series of Plans and Illustratfpns of 
the City of Kdihburgh, By R. Kirk- 
wood. ■ Price, bound in imperial folio, 
51. 5s>or in cloth in a case for a library, 
()i. JPlJs. 6d. • 


The History and intiquities of Croy- 
don* By the Rev. D ^W. 

The Introduction to the Beauties of 
England and Wales. By James Noi^s 
Brewer. 8vp. 1|. 4s. ; large paper, ll. 
lllddi ^ " 


. VO 
Historii 
Travels in 
to the pi^ 
Leyden, 



krtEf AND TRAVELS* 
r Aciount of Discoveries and 
from the Earliest Ages • 
: Time. By the late John 
. D. Completed and enlarged, 
with Views of the present State of that 
Contin^t, by Hugh IMurray, F. R. S. E. 
Illustrated by Maps. 2 vol. Svo. ll. 
7s. 

Major Barnes’s Tour through St He- 
lena. 12mo. 5s. 

James’s Journal of a Tour in Germany, 
Sweden, Russia, Poland, 8cc. during the 
years 1813-14. 2 vol. ll. 10s. 

Narrative of a Voyage to Hudson’s 
Bay. By Lieutenant Edward Chappell, 

R. N. Svo. J2s. 

A Narrative of the Briton’s Voyage to 
Pitcairn’s Island. By Lieutenant Shil- 
liber. Svo. With 16 Etchings. 7 s. 6d. 

Letters from the Highlands. By Miss 
Spence. 8 VO. 10s. 6d. a 

The Traveller’s Guide to lyance and 
Jthc Netherlands, containite^roi^arious 
fVIodes of travelling in Countries. 

18mo. 4s. f 

Narrative of the Loss of the American 
Brig Commerce, wrecked on the Western 
Coast of Africa in 1815, By James Uilcy. 
4to. ll. 15s. t 

Karamania, or tbrief Description oi* 
the South Coast o^Asia Minor, and of 
the Remains of f^iltiquity, 'with plans, 
views, &c. By Francisp Beaufort, F. R. 

S. Us.* 

The Traveller in Asia, or a Visit to the 
most celebrated parts of the East Indies 
and China. By Priscilla Wakefield, with 
a coloured Map. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

Trafels through Franc© and Gewnany 
in the years 1815, 16, and 17. By J, 
Jorgenson, Esq. Svo. 10s. 6d. 

Itinerary of the Morea. By Sir Wm. 
Gell, F.H«S. Svo. 10s. 

A Picturesque Tour through France, 
Switzerland, on the Banks of the Rhine, 
and through^part of the Netherlands, in 
the yoat 12s, 
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The Last Month Spain. By an 
English Officer. Ss. 

A j of a Vpyage to New Zea- 

ySy John Ll^Sliard Nicholas, Esq. 
S vol. 8vo. ll. 4s. 

Tlte Traveller’s Guide through Swit- 
zerland. By,M. J. Ebel.h Arrmged and, 
improved by Daniel WalLU Aec mpmied 
by a Complete Allas, &c. T 19n o. 16s. 

An Itinerary of Italy. Bv M . lleidiafd. 
Embellished with^ Three Maps. 
J3mo. lOs. V \ 

An Itinerary of France and 'jv^um, 
or Traveller’s Guide through these coun- 
tries. By M. Reiohard. Illustrated by 
a Map. 18mo. 8s. ^ 

A Journal of the Proceedings of the 
late Embassy to China. By Henry Ellis, 
Esq. Secretary of Embassy, and third 
Commissioner. 4to. 2L 2 b. 

Sketches of India, or Observations de- 
scriptive of the Scenery, &c. in Bengal ; 
written in India in the years 1811,' 12, 
13, 14. 8vo. 8s. 

Narrative of a Voyage in his Majesty’s 
late ship Alceste to the Yellow Sea, along 
the coast of Corea. By J. Macieod, Sur- 


geon. 6vo. 12s. 

History of a Six Weeks’ Tour through 
a part of France, Switzerland, Germany, 
and Holland 4s. 6d. 

Personal t.|bseiTations, made during 


the Progiiess of the British Embassy 
through China, and on its Voyage to and 
from th^ Country, in the years 1816 and 
181T. Clark Abfel, Physician and Na- 
turalist tj the Embassy. bvol. 4to. 

Tour through the Netherlands in 1816 
and 1817. By J. Bmithers. 8vo. Ss. 

Travels through tome parts of Ge.. 
many, Poland, Moldavia, ,and Turk®’. 
By Adam Neale, M. D. 4to. 

An Account of a Voyage of Discovery 
to tile Western Coast of Corea, and the 
Great Loo Choo Island, ift the Japan Sea, 
in H. M. S. Lyra. By Captain Basil 
Hall, R. N. 4to. 2l. 2s. 

Billets in the Low Countries, 1814 to 
1817, in Letters. 12mo. Ts. 

Travels in the interior of America. By 
John Bradbury, F. L. S. 8vo. 8s. 6d 

Narrative of my Captivi^ iv Jo, tan. 
By Captain Golownin of tne Russian 
Navy. 2 vol. 8yo. 18s. 

Observations, Moral, Literary, and An- 
tiquarian, made during a Tour through 
the whole of the Pyrennees, France, Swit- 
zerland, Italy, nnd the Neth^jstids, ip 
1814 and 1815. By John Milford, jpn. 
2 vol. 8vo. ll. is. 

Notes on a Journey from Virginii to 
the Illinois. By Morris BirkbeWv Ecq, 
58. 



PATENTS FDR NEW IsfEih'IONS,' Ac. 

'fAXtn OVT VROdI JVXZ^^SIS 


Sumett, for his conVoWing 
iron atle»tree for the reduction of fric» 
tion and animal labour. 

J$hn Hatakins Barlmt for certain 
improvements on tea«urn 8 | tea.potS| 
tea-boar^, 

JdhTSarhw^ for a new cooking ap- 
paratus. 

Jahn ToiaerSt for i tincture for the 
cuuupf coughs, asthmas, &c. » 

Hehr^* Warburlon, for a method of 
distilling certain animal, vegetable, and 
mineral substances, and manufacturing^ 
certain of the products. 

for improvements in 
jhe method' dS^jpelllA the molasses 
or syrtlp from sugi^ir 

* Robert Salmon, ftc further improve- 
ments in the construction of machines 


for making hay. 

John Poole, for brass and copper 
plating, or plating iron or steel with 
brass or*coppejr, and working the same 
into IferSi’&c. 

JohnWialkkn, for improvements on 
water-closets. 

*WiUim Henry, for improvements in 
the man^acture of sulphate of mag- 
nesja. 

Jmn Dayman, for a method of 
coating iron, steel, and othcf metals, 
or mixtures of metals. 

j^An JVekh, for an improvement in 
flmting rollers used in spinning wool, 


cotton, silk, dax, tow, or any other 
fibrous substance. 

Samuel Nock, for an improvement 
in the pans of locks of guns and fire- 
arms. 

RobeH Trij)p, for a hussar.garter 
with elastic springs and fastenings, and 
also elastic springs for pantaloons^ &c* 

James Neville, for new and impro- 
ved methods of generating power by 
means of steam or other ifiiias for dri- 
ving or working all .^gj^pv^macbine- 
ry, &c. Af 

Edward Biggs, pr improvements on 
the machinery usea in making or ma- 
nufacturing of pans and slails of vari- 
ous kinds* 

William Mcldt, for improvements on 
his former pat^t for an improved me- 
thod of actii^ upon machinery. 

Jean Samuel Pauly^ for a machine 
for ftiaking of nails, screws, and the 
working all metallic substances. 

Robert Salmon, for improved instru- 
ments for complaints in the urethra 
and bladder. 

yohn Barton, for certain improve- 
ments in pistols* 

John Kirkman, far a method of ap- 
plying an octave stop to piano-fortes. 

Louis Fauche Borel, tor a method 
of making boots and shoes without^ 
sewing, <80 as entirely to keep out the 
wet. • 
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Lends Gratihdm,^ for a method of 
makinffjPTticles of hemp or flax, or of 
^v* -r'-ixed, more durable 
than any such articles now manufac- 
tured, 

William ^Barhy anJ Roh^l Hop^ 
?rood FurnesSf for a meVipd tf obtain- 
ing saccharine matter frM \{ieat, bar- 
ley, rye, oats, bear, or dL , 

. Joseph Gregs67i^ for ai^vL method 
of constructing chimneys, aH^upply- 
ing fires with fuel. 

Benjamin Smyihe^ for a new method 
of propelling vessels, boats, barges, 
and rafts of all kinds ; and also ouier 
machinery, as mill-wheels, and other 
revolving powers. 

William Day^ for various improve- 
ments in or on trunks, and on the ap- 
plication of machinery, by means of 
which they will contract or expand at 
pleasure. 

William Snowden^ for an apparatus 
to be applied to carriages to prevent 
them from being overturned. 

Simon Hoskingy for a steam-engine 
upon a new construction for drawing 
water fronf^mines for working different 
kinds ofj -ry, and for other pur- 

poses, 

George Washuyjton Dickinson^ for 
a method for preventing leakage from 
vessels containing liquids, and for pre- 
venting the admission of moisture into 
vessels or packages inj:\ nded to be kept 
dry within. I 

Joseph Ueathcoatf fo. improvements 
upon machinery for making that kind 
of lace known by the names of bobbin 
net, or Buckingham lace net. 

William JPercy^ for a method of ma- 
king thimbles. 

John Dayy for improvements ie the 
construction of piano-fortes and other 
keyed musical instruments. 

Robert Stirlingy for diminishing the 
consumption of fuel ; and in particular 
an engine capable of being applied to 
the moving machinery, on a principle 
quite new. ‘ 


Robert Raines BaineSy for a perpe- 
tual W, or sea ambulator. 

Wimam Russslly for an improve- 
ment ujfon cqcks and ve^^ts for gene- 
ral purposes. 

John Barker^ for an improvement 
in the means of acting upon machhre^ 

* 7 * ^ 

Robert Ford, for a medicine for the' 
cure of coughs, colds, asthmas, and 
consumptions. 

Walter Haiti fora method of ma- 
king soft lead out of hard or slag- 
lead. 

James Kefvoleyy for improvements in 
and on thermometers. 

Richard Wrighty for improvements 
in the construction and propelling* ships 
and other Vessels. 

William Beany for machine)[y fo- 
waxing calico, or any other cloth, pre- 
vious to the process of glaaing. 

Samuel Brown and RKthp^homaSy 
manufacturers of iron cables, fora chain 
manufactured in a peculiar way by a 
new process, and certain apparatus in 
performing the same. 

William Mantony for an improve- 
'ment in the application of springs to 
fwheel carriages. 

John Rqffieldy for certain impr'^v?- 
ments on, an^ addition*^ his formci 
patent for ari^up?•^.^u5 to be attached 
to fire-stoves, &c. * 

JJaniel Wilsoh, for improvements in 
the process of boiling and refining su- 
gar* 

Robert Dickinsony for a methgd of 
preparing or paving streets* or roads 
for horses and carriag^p^ so as .o ren- 
der them more durable. ^ 

Joseph de Cavaillony for impfovA-^ 
ments in the preparing, clarifying, and 
refining of sugar, and othe^yegetabie, 
animal, and mineral substanc<^s. 

William Wally for a. horizontal 
capement for watches. 

George Montague Higginsony, for 
improvements in locks. , . 

Isaac Robert Mott y for.a.nevv m- 
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6 tHiment called the Sostimerite Piano- 
forte. I 

William Bundy^4or machinery for 
breaking rfnd preparingjax aid hemp. 

James Atkinson^ for improvements 
^ on lustres, chandeliers, lanterns, lamps, 
and in the manner of* conveying 
f^K.gas to the same. 

WfMkm ClarkCi Jbr a contrivance 
*to be caila^a safe^ard to locks, by 
which they may d^ the^attempts of 
pkinderers. ‘ 

Robert* Hardly j for Improvements in 
^ the manufacturing of cast-iron bushes, 
or pip*e-boxe 8 , for all kinds of carriage- 

• wheels. • 

*tJ^ichard Liiherland, for improve- 
ments ih the escapement of watches. 

Richard Holden ^ for machines for 
•-^rojjucing rotatory and pendulous mo- 
tions in a new manner. 

DanieJj^ Wilson^ for gas-light appa- 
ratus ^-{^•^cesses, and philosophical in- 
iJtruments. 

William Henry Oshorn^ for a prin- 
ciple of producing cylinders of various 
Jes'^riptions. 

Urbanus Sartoris^ for improvements 
in the construction and use of 
arms. '{ 

^ Granholmy for means of 

* ‘pressing Vt^^able an^ animal pro- 

-to' 

' William Rayhoup^ for an improve- 
ment applicable to fire-stoves, grates, 
andj’anges. 

William PanteVi for an improve- 
ment to facilitate rotatory motion, and 
lessen or improve friction in wheel-car- 
ria^^and machinery of various de- 
scripti^. 

^ John Winter, for a method of join- 
mg'^d combining horn and tortoise- 
shell together. 

„ Wheeler $ for a method of 

'"'Sryihg and preparing malt. 

Edward Nicholas, for a plough to 
cover wheat and other ^ain with 
jT^ld when sown. 


Antonio JoagiAnFricre Marroce, for 
a method of manufacture^ im impro- 
ved machine for c%d<ei*jOTng tlk^ppgi 
tude at sea. 

William Collins, for an improvement 
,in the cftmpo^tion of a njetal for the 
madufat|urir|g into sheets or plates, 
and the IppjCation of it for the pre- 
sefvati(J oUhips 5 and for the improve- 
ment q/ c]|fin*pumpS. ^ 

“ ' w, for an artificial legV 
arm,t)r hand, On an improved construc- 
tion. 

Jhhn Gerard Colbert, for improve- 
ments in the method of making screws 
of iron, brass, steel, or other metals, 
for the use of all kinds of wood-work. 

John Walker, for an improved me- 
thod of separating molasses or treacle 
out of muscovado, brown, or new su* 
gar. 

Richard Williams, the elder, for im- 
provements in the manufacturing of 
cards for the dressing of woollen 
cloths. 

Archibald^Thomson, for a machine 
for cutting corks. 

William Owen, for a nortable table, 
or box-mangle fortepp^ing linen, 
&c. ^ 

William BoundpLud William Stone 
for a method of applying certain ap- 
paratus for converting the fuel for 
neating the retorts for gas-lights into 
coak or d^ribal. 

Robert Samoii, for an apparatus for 
tlie more ustful, pleasant, and econo- 
mic use of candlesi 

benjamin Cook, for an improved 
method of making rollers and cylin- 
ders, both solid and hoUow. 

Philip Hutchinson Clay, of London, 
for a combination of machinery, for 
the purpose of repairing and impro- 
ving turnpike and other roads and 
highways, and preserving and keeping 
the same in go^ order. • 

Setk Hmt, Esq. United States, for 
an improved escapement for clocks an^ 
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watchee, and chronometers. Commu- 
nicated to him by* a foreigner residing 
abroa^^^ ^ 

' Didoh of Paddington, Mid- 
dlesex, son of Peter Francis Didot, 
jun."*late a celebrated printer in Paris, 
deceased, for certain inwrovluents up- 
on the machines alreadl in ifie for ma- 
king wove and kid papl* inIcontiQued 
lengths on sepaj^atc she^ 

‘ George Manviaring^ £SSl(;^^J^beth, 
So uthwark, for improvements i^steam- 
engines. 

Seth Hunt, Esq. United States, for 
certain combinations of improve^ments 
in machinery^ for making pins. Com- 
municated to him by a foreigner resi- 
ding abroad. 

Charles Wyati^ Middlesex, copper- 
smith, for a new method or methods 
of preventing any disadvantageous ac- 
cumulation of heat in manufacturing 
and refhiiog sugar. 

Benjamin Ager Bay, Birmingham, 
Tor certain improverfients in chimney- 
ornaments, which said chimney, orna- 
ments are *60 constructed, that they 
may be usrf for fire-screens, flower or 
sweet jars.ltinv^-piece cases, candle- 
sticks, tl^ast^^hds, and various other 
purposes. X 

Gabriel Tiger^ Middlesex, for a 
process or method of manufacturing 
writing-paper in suck a manner as that 
it will be extremely difficult, if not im- 
possible, afterwards tt/ extract or dis- 
charge any Writing fro^ such paper. 

John Parnatl, Cornwall, brazier, 
for a ihethod of tinning, or cohering 
with tirf, sheets or plates of copper, 
brass, 6r zihk. 

Thomas^ Whittle, wharfinger, and 
George Eytout Chester, for a new or 
improved kiln for the purpose of dry- 
ing malt, wheat, oats, barley, pease, 
beans, and other substances, by means 
of steam, assisted jby aih 
^Thomas Wedla^^ Essex, agricultu- 
ra! impleinent maker, for certain im- 
• provements on pfougns. , 


David Bret»ste)\ Edinburgh, Doc- 
tor of Laws, for a new optical instru- 
ment, ^called the^Kaleidoscopc, for ex- 
hibiting and creating beautiful forms 
and patterns* of general* use in all the 
ornamental arts. 

Samuel Brown^ London, commas 
er R. N. for an improvement in 
construction of a bridge by t|fi-^rina - 
tion and uniting*of its compuhent par^t 
in a mannfr not hitherto practised. 

William Henry Simpson, mechijnic, 
Bickington, Devonshire, for certatn 
improvements in the machinery for the 
spinning of wool, cotton, and other fi- 
bi;ous substances. 

Richard Farmer Brain, brewer, Sal- 
ford, Lancaster, for an impror>emt'tit or 
apparatus calculated to obtain or ge- 
nerate gas in a more economical man- 
ner than heretofore from coal, Gr afty 
other article, material, or isubstance ; 
for lighting or heating hou^es^ manu- 
factories, or other places where light 
or heat is required. 

Henry Tritton, Esq. Clapham, 
Surrey, for an apparatus for -distil- 
ling. 

Thomas Aspinmil, Esq. London, 
for an elliptic valve-pump- box. 

Reuben Phillips, Exeter, for a iqe- 
thod of purifying gas fo^^the pufposd 
of illuminatitn. 

George IVytc, Lsq. Bath, Somerset- 
shire, and Edtoafid Shorter, mechanic, 
Surrey, for certain improvements in 
the construction of wheel-carriages. 

P^er Hamlin, merchant, Surrey, 
for an improvement or Imprpvenlents 
in the making a cement or coi^posi- 
tion for ornaments and sAtiar. , hnd for 
making artificial bricks, or an im^t;^. 
tion ot bricks, tiles^ and stdh^, 
joining and cementing the and 
for erecting, covering, and decorating 
buildings, internally and ex^ 
and also an improvement or improve 
ments ip the mixing, workings and 
moulding of the said cement or cbm- « 
position upon any sort of materiarz^^ or 
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in working and moulding whole and 
entire erections and substances, there- 
with. • 

Frederick Brurdon, London, for a 
mode of employing silk'br other ma- 
terials in the making of hats and bon- 


PeUx Valetf London, for a 
«iiew Oj^|»mental surface to metals, or 
jiietaliic^b<)|^sitio^ 

,^ ^Qeor^ Iconmoager, Mid- 

dlesex^ for a method ^ saving fuel, by 
improvemejits in fire-places, and more 
effectually heating and ventilating 
buildings. 

Charles AtVmoodf window-glass nia- 
nufacturer^ London, for a certain im- 
proVmeit, or improvements, in the 
manufacture of window-glass, of the 
kind or description commonly wrought 
or falShicated into crown-glass, or Ger- 
man sheet<^ias8 \ and also in certain 
process or processes, in the manufac- 
. ture of crown-glass. 

John Hawks, iron-founder, Durham, 
for a method of making iron-rails, to 
be -used in the construction of rail- 


ways. 

Ludvig Granholm, London, Captain* 
in the royal navy of Sweden, for a me- 
thod or methods, process or processes, 
^medihoreneans, of preserving such ani- 
mU and vegetable produjs or substan- 
ces^ sep'arateiy, or miWea together, as 
are fit for the food of than, and for such 
a length of time as to render them fit 
for shijis and garrison stores. 

Anthony HiU, iron-master, Gla- 
morganslpre, for improvements in the 
workiugof iroji. 

JonkMigluTiiont Esq. Hertfordshire, 
mediod of manufacturing, by 
af machinery, paper for copper- 
platVpr\^g, also paper for writing, 
drawing, Htterpress-pnnting, and of i 
thicJfiws sdrt for boards^ and similar in 
texture and substance to eard-^ards, 
or pasteboards, and certain improve- 
ments in his patent machinery m nia- 
nufa^bring and cutting paper. 


Dennis MaceJirthyf Middlesex, for 
certain improveinenta on^p^qughs of 
various descriptions**^ '*■* 

John Perks^ engineer, Westminster, 
for improvements in the apparatus for 
inanufac|urmf|l purify ing,« and storing 
gas.* i I 

Thwnu TMti whipmaker and bri- 
dlMuttjjy, Jsirmingham, for ap im- 
provenmt^ bridl^its, and leather 
slidingllsji^, to act with reins and 
bits. ^ 

Samuel Mersey, jun. laceman, Mid- 
dlesn^, for a mode or method of wea- 
ving, making, and manufacturing of 
livery-lace, and coach-lace. 

Edmund Rickard Ball, paper-manu- 
facturer, Surrey, for a method of ma- 
nufacturing paper, of superior strength 
and durability, for bills or notes, or 
other uses requiring strength. 

James SoUnsall, tailor, Middlesex, 
for improvements in the machinery used 
for tarring, reeling, and twisting of 
yarn, and forming the lissims or shands 
of cables, or o^ther cordage, and manu- 
facturing rope of every size, 

William Gildart and J^n Servant, 
house-carpenters, Losdj^’il^rkshire, 
for improvements in jangles. 

Jeptha Avery Wwkinson, £sq. Uni- 
ted Dtates, for improvements in the ap- 
plication of machinery for the purpose 
of manufacturing of weavers" reeds by 
water or other^ower. 

George Mea^urst, engineer, Mid- 
dlesex, for ai» arrangement of imple- 
ments to form certain apparatus, which 
be deliominates the Hydraulic Balance, 
applicable to mechanical and hydrau- 
lic purposes. , 

John Jame)s Alexander M^ccarthy, 
Westminster, for a road ot way for 
passage across rivers, creeks, and wa- 
ters, and from shore to shone thereof; 
without; stoppage or impediment to the 
constant navigation ther^of^ and .across 
ravines, fissures, clefts, and chasms ; 
and for a method or ipethoda of con- 
structing arches or apertures for the 
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running and flowing of water through 
the SMiiCVundes bridges, to be used 
'^%«d^pliedrfrrtfe construction of the 
before-mentioned roads or way, or 
otGitwiae. 

James Mason Chmim'^s white- 
smith, and Henry Bw^Jilclock and 
watchmaker, HertforAhirl, for cer- 
tain improvements on alletiKes of car- 
triages of various descripIk^A 

Joseph Manioriy gunmaJ^?|Middle- 
sex, for certain improvements in locks 
for fire-arms. 

John Dakj millwright, Midilesex, 
for the application of a certain mate- 
rial, hitherto unused for that purpose, 
to the making of rollers or cylinders 
of various descriptions. 

IVilliam Harry, smelter of copper 
ores, Glamorganshire, for an improve- 
ment or improvements in the building, 
constructing, or erecting, the roofs or 
upper parts of furnaces used for the 
smelting of copper and other ores, or 
any of their metals, or for any other 
purposes requiring strong fires. 

John Qldhamf Esq. Dublin, for an 
improvera^t or improvements in the 
mode p>^elling ships and vessels 
on seas, rivers, tiod canals, by the agen- 
cy of steam. ) 

Robert Dickinson^ Esq. Middlesex, 
for an improvement or improvements 
in the sea-beacons and their moorings. 

Frederick Bizi, Middlesex, for cer- 
tain improvements on harps. 

Francis Marcellin Mollcj merchant, 
London, for cehain improventeuts in 
propelling boats, and other vessels. 
Communicated to him by a foreigner 
residing abroad. 

Henry Meade Ogkf Esq. Middlesex, 
for improvements in and on tCh and 
^ coffee-pots, or biggings. 

George Clymer, mechanic, London, 
for certain improvements in* writing- 
‘presses. 

Thomas Curson Hansard, printer, 
London, for certain improvements on, 


and additions to, printing-presses, and 
also ill the processes of printing. 

Daniel Totvefs Shears, coppersmith, 
London, foi^a machine for tne cooling 
of liquids, and which may be applied 
tothe copdensafion of vapour, and m^Y 
be of great utility in the condensinVf^f 
spirits in the process of distillatjpCA'^nd 
cooling worts, l^eer^ and qjbtfr^uquicjsr 
Sajmiel Not- 

tinghamsfiire, TOr a certain method of 
improving thread or yarn as usually 
manufactured, of every •description, 
whether fabricated from flax, cotton 
wool, silk, or any other vegetable, ani- 
mal, or other substance whatsoever. • 
Samuel Hall, cotton-8pinnerJ^,,^fot- 
tinghamshire, for a certain method of 
improving every kind of lace or net, 
or any description of manufjkcturetf'^ 
goods, whose fabric is composed of 
holes or interstices, madeVrom thread 
or yam, as usually manufactured, of 
every description, whether fabricated" 
from flax, cotton, wool, silk, or any 
other vegetable, animal, or oth^r sub- 
stances whatsoever. 

Joseph Claude Niepee, Middlesex, 
for certain improvements in the means 
of propelling boats and other vessels. 
Communicated to him by ^or^igner 
residing ab»ad. ^ 

Francis haidee,*^X,zFioTier^ Middle- 
sex, for certain,improvements on Ma- 
chinery used for cutting paper. 

John Hague, engineer, IV^ddlesex, 
for certain improvements irl the me- 
thod of expelling molasses or«syrup 
from sugars, and also m the defining of 
sugars. • 

John Turner, button-ftaker, Bir- 
mingham, for certain improveipgSSa:ih 
the plating copper or braw^^ifahiix- 
ture of copper and brass w^h pure or 
standard gold, or gold miite4e\Qri^ a 
greater portion of alloy, and mite 
prepaf atioQ of the same for rolling into 
sheet!. 

William Busk, Ilertfordshi^^ and 
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Robert Ilerveyy Essex^ victuallers, for 
their certain improvements in th^ means 
or mode of maLing pipes and tubes of 
porcelain, clay, or other ductile sub- 
stances. * 

William engineer, London, 

improvements on certain parts 
tfSsiyas, apparatus. 

^ Jdkj^fJiJ^ildf Esq[. Southampton, 
for a roac&i^rsq^tating corn, grain, 

‘ seeds, frdftt the\traw. * 

Stephen Pricei engineer, Glouces- 
tershire, for his improved substitute 
for teasels to be used in the dressing 
of woollen cloth or fabrics which re- 
. quire dressing. » 

• Jidoses Poolcf Middlesex, for certain 
impfoveftients on steam-engines. Com- 
municated to him by a foreigner resi- 
ding abroad. 

Jeh?i Frederick, Marquis de Cha~ 
banneSf Middlesex, for certain im- 
proveipQiits upon his inventions appli- 
cable to the purposes of warming, cod- 
ing, and conducting air in houses and 
other buildings, and also of warming, 
cooling, evaporating, condensing, and 
taking the residuum from liquids, and 
to other useful purposes. Partly com«» 


municated to hira^by a foreigner resi- 
ding abroad. ^ 

Jean Frederick, Matijuis de Cha-- 
lanneSf Middlesex, for a new metho>d 
of constructing pipes or tubes of 'Cop- 
per, sheets lead Jsheet-iron, tin, or other 
meti^ls, mixture of metals, capable 
of being ledtped into sheets. 

3o}inj)ew4i clothier, WilliamLewh, 
dyer, arid 0illiam D&vis, engineer, aU 
of Glo;dex\»tershire, for certain improve- 
ments "bn wire-gig mills, for the pur- 
pose of dressing woollen and other 
cloths, that may require such process. 

Arthur Hotve Holdworth^ Esq. De- 
von, for his improvements on gasome- 
ters. 

Thomas Papps, accountant, Surrey, 
for certain improvements in books of 
accounts, commonly known under the 
names or denominations of cash-book, 
bought and sale day-books, or journal 
and ledger. 

William Clcland^ Lancashire, for his 
improvement in the bleaching of flax 
and hemp, an^ also in the bleaching of 
yarn and cloth, or other goods made 
of either of these articles. 
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as* 


ACTS OF BRITISH LEGI|LATIJ|^ 

k DURING THE 

SESSION dP PARLIAMENT 1817. 


Cap* I. * 1^0 continue and extend the That all op any person ot persona 
Provisions of an Act *of the Forty* that are or shall be in ftriaon within 
ninth Year of his present 1M^esty» for that part of the United Kingdom call- 
regulating the Trade and CTommerce ed Great Britain, at or upon the day^' 
td and from the Cape of Good Hope, on which this Act shall receive his 
until the 5th day of July 1820; and Majesty *8 royal assent t or after, by war- 
also for regulating thb Trade of the rant of his said Majesty's most honour- 
island of«Mauritius« — Feb. 24?, 1817. able Privy Council, signed" by six of 
Cap. ]^or raising the sum of ♦ the said Privy Council, for high trca- 
twenty^tbur^mllions, by Exchequer son, suspicion of high treason, or trea- 
Bills^ for the Se^ice of the Year 1817. sonable practices, or by warrant sign* 
—Feb. 24*. • ' ed by any of his Majesty's S^cifttanee 

The Treasury may raise 24<,00p, 000/. of State, fol^such causes as aforesaid, 
by Exchequer Dills/ in like manner as may be detained in safe custody, with* 
is prescribed by 4?8 Geo. HI. cap. 1. out bailor matof^rixe, untU^the l$t day 
— Treasury to apply the money so rai- of July 1817 $ and that no 
8ed.-*-To be payable qut of the Sup- justice of the peace shall hsSl or try 
plies for the ne^ct Sesrion«.-~To bear any such person or persons so cbmmit- 
an interest not exceeding 3|d- pftr cent, teq, without order from his iai5 Ma- 
per diem. — ^To be current at the Ex- jesty's^fPrivy Council, six of 

chequer after April 5, 1818. — Bank the said Privy Council, tfH^the Ist 
of England m^y advance X5»000,(XK)/. day of July 1817 ; xny law or staume" 
on the Credit of this Act, notwith* to the contrary not withstan<!ii^.-.:iAct 
standing the Act 5 and 6 Gul! and in Scotland of 1701, so relates 
Marise.” * to treason, suspended.— Peraohs Corn- 

Cap. III. To empower his^Mtyesty • mitted there not to be tried, &<r^ith- 
to secure and detain such Persons as outsuqkorder as^aforesaid.— Fronfand 
his Majesty shall suspect are conspir* after the 1st day of July 1817^ the 
his Person and Government, said' persons so committed 6hali.hate 
— ^arch 4. the benefit and advantage of ainlaws 
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and statutes in any way relating to, or 
providing for, the liberty of the^aub- 
jects of this realm. — PrwilegesofMem- 
- bers of Parliament not invalidated. — 
Persons against*^ whom indictments for 
high treason are already found, to be 
'K-ied^thereon. — The Secretary of State 
' mSy^order persons committed, to be 
rfsnoved'^^^^y other gaol; but persons 
, so Yemoveoa^e jdOt Jig:" be deprived of 
to be trifcchjr discharged. 

Cap. IV. To extend the privileges 
of the Trader of Malta to the Port of 
Gibraltar. — March 4*. 

Cap. V. For continuing to his Ma- 
jesty certain Duties on Malt, Sugar;- 
Tobacco, and Snuff, in Great Britain ; 
and otTPeiRiions, Offices, and Personal 
Estates in England ; and for receiving 
the Contributions o| Persons receiving 
. Pensiont and holding bffi.ces ; for the 
Service of the Year 1817. — March 
4 ^. 

Cap, Vl. To make perpetual cer- 
tain Parts of an Act of the Thirty, 
sixth Year of his present Majestyt for 
the Safety and Preservation of his 
Majesty^s Person and Government 
against Treasonable and Seditious 
Practices and Attempts ; and for the 
Safety and Preaerv«ition of the Person 
of .his lio) al Highness the^Prince Ke- 
gent against Treasonable L’^ctices and 
Atte;mpt8—— March 17. 

Cap. VH. To revive and make per- 
’ petual T wo Acts of the Thirty-seventh 
Year of ui^.present Majesty, the One 
in the Parliameat of Great Britain» 
and life o^hcr Jn the ParliaQient of 
^ lreland];^r the |setter Prevention and 
Punish^^^^Tof^Atteitots to Seduce 
Pe^sQps serving in his Majesty’s For.* 
CCS or Lend from their Duty 

and AllegWce to bis Majesty^ or to 
incite them to Mutiny or Disob^ience. 
— Majrch 17. 

Cap. VIII. To continue untij the 
5th day of April 1820, an Act of the 
Fifty-second Year of Hs present Me- 
regulate the. Separation of 


damaged from sound Coffee, and to 
periiiit Dealers to send out any quan- 
tity of Coffee, not exceeding Eight 
Pounds weight, without a Permit.— 
March 17. 

Cap. IXv Fo^ vesting all Estates 
and PrbpeP^y occupied for the Barrack 
Service in tie Comptroller of the Bar- 
rack Tl)epartm4ht, and for granting 
certain Po^er4^ to the #Sld Comptrol- 
ler.— 

Cap. X. To regulate the Vessels 
carrying Passengers from the United 
JCingdom to certain of his Majesty's 
Colonies in North America. — March 

17- 

Security to be given for 500/. by 
the master or other person. 

Penalty on taking more passengers, 
than the number allowed, 501. 

Passengers to be apportioned ac- 
cording to the tonnage of the vessel, 
in the proportion of one adult person, 
or of three ^children under fourteen 
ears of age, for every one ton and a 
alf of the burden of such ship or ves- 
sel. 

Water and provisions to be laid in 
for twelve months consumT^Kffl. 

Abstract of Act to life exposed in 
the vessel, on penalty ^f 10/. 

Cap XI. To facilitate the progress 
of business in the. Court ot King’s 
Bench is Westminster Hall.— March 
17. . 

It shall and may be lawful for any 
one of the Judges of the Court of 
King^s ^ench at Westminster, when 
occasion shall so requii:e, to sit apart 
from the other Judges of the same 
Court, in some place in 0*5 near to 
Westminster Hau, for the lousiness of 
adding* and justifying special bail i|i 
causes depending in the same Court, 
whilst otners of the Judges of the 
same Court are at , the same time 
proceeding in the dispatch ,Qf , the 
other business of the Court in 
bank, in its usual place of sittings 

Cap. XIL For punishing Mutiny 
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and Desertion ; and for the better Pay- 
ment of the Army and their Quarters. 
— March 21. 

Cap. XIIL For the regulating of 
his Majesty's Royal Marine Forces 
while on Shore.— -Maroh. 2h , *• 

Cap. XIV. To indemnify tfuch i^er- 
sons in the United Kin^onJ as have 
omitted to qualify themsMveJ^for Of- 
licesand Employments, ana 'or \'xtend- 
ing theTime limited for those^w^oses 
respectively, until the 25th day of 
March 1818 ; and to permit such Per- 
sons in Great Britain as have omCtted 
to make and file affidavits of the Exe- 
cution of Indentures of Clerks to At- 
tornies and Solicitors, to make and file 
the same on or before the first day of 
Hilary Term 1818. — March 21. 

Cap. XV. To continuej until the 
5th day of July 1818, an Act of the 
46th year of his present Majesty for 
granting an additional Bounty on the 
Exportation of the Silk Manufactures 
of Great Britain— -March 21. 

Cap; XVI. For raising the Sum of 
Eighteen Millions, by Exchequer Bills, 
for the Seryice of the year 1817.— 
March . 

Cap. XVI 1. 'So repeal, during the 
continuance of Pe^jcej so much of an 
Act of the 9th year of his present 
Majesty as prohibits the Exportation 
of Pig and Bar Iron and certain Naval 
Stores, unless the Pre-«mption thereof 
be offered to the Commissioners of his 
Majesty's Navy.— Marc^ 29. 

Cap. XVIII. To facilitate the, hear- 
ing and determining of Suits in Equity 
in his Majesty's Court of Exchequer 
at Westmihster.— March 29. 

On account of the great increase in 
the proceedings on the Common Eaw 
side in the Court of Exchequer, the 
Chief Baron is empowered to hear and 
determine suits in equity, subject to an 
appeal to the House of Lords. ' 

Cap. XIX. For the more effectual 
preventing seditious meetings and as- 
semblies. — March 31. 


It is enacted, that no meeting of 
more than 50 persons, except county 
meetings, be heldVithout notice being 
given by^ public advertisement, signed 
by seven housekeepers, in the local 
newspaper^ five days before such meet-^^ 
ing. Notice to be given to the cler^ ^ 
of the peace. Meetings held without 
previous notice to Jbe acemwl^tflflawful 
assemblies. Persoxb 'jjwdnuing as- 
sembled contrary to fms Act to the^ 
number of 12, and hot dispersing 'in 
one hour after being required to do so 
by proclamation, to be adjudged ^guilty ' 
of felony, without benefit of clergy, 
and to suffer death. In case of resist- 
ance, justices are indemnified for.thie 
killing or hurting of offenders. She- 
riffs- depute in Scotland have the same 
powers as magistrates in Englanr?. 

It is further enacted, That every 
house, &c. in which any public lecture, 
discourse, or debate shall be held, on 
any subject "whatever, for the purpose 
of raising or collecting money or any 
other valuable thing from the persons 
admitted, or to which any person shall 
be admitted, by ticket or token of any 
kind, delivered in consideration of 
money, unless previou^y licensed, shall 
deemed to be disorderly. 'J'wo 
justices may Ikense places for lectures, 
discourses, or debates, for any time 
not exceeding on^ year, for which K- 
cence one shilling, and no more, shall 
be paid, revokable at any qiw^er or 
generM sessions. Upon evid^ce on 
oath that any place so licensed is C0m- 
monly used^for the purpose oPdeliver- 
' ing lectuVCs of a seditious or is^oral 
tendency, justices may a<5u3ge the li- 
cence tb be forfeited. Lectures d^li- * 
vered at the universities, inn^ of^couH, 

' Gresham CoIicg5fe, the College of the 
East India Company, or to any society 
or body incorporated or established by 
royal charter, or by authority of Par- 
' liament/ are excepted from the opera- 
tion of this Act, as well as lecturr,^ dc- 
livered by a schoolmaster to the yow4i 
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under hia instruction. Prosecutions to 
be commenced within six month® after 
the offences. This Act to continue in 
force till the 24'th of July 181^. 

It shall not be lawful to convene any^ 
meeting of more than 50 persons, with- 
distance of one mile from the 
of ,W estminster Hall, except such 
- farts of parish ^ St Paul’s, Co- 
v^nt Gard^, .as^yt^ithin that dis- 
. taaee, on any day when eitWler House 
of Parliament or the Courts of Law 
are sitting. • 

After the passing of this Act, all 
societies or clubs calling themselves 
Spenceans, or Spencean Philanthrd- 
piAg^and all other societies and clubs 
professing the same objects and doc* 
trines, shall be utterly suppressed and 
prohibited. Societies taking unlawful 
oaths, or electing committees, dele- 
gates, 8cc, to be deemed unlawful 
combinations and confederacies within 
the meaning of the Act 39 Geo. HI. 
c. 79. 

This Act not to extend to Free- 
masons' lodges ; nor to declaration ap- 
proved by two justices ; nor to meet- 
ings or societies for charitable purpo- 
ses ; nor to Quakers^ meetings. Li- 
cences of public houses where unlaw- 
ful clubs are held to ^e forfeited. 
Piersons not liable to prosiAution under 
this Act for having ^een members of 
any club previous to the passing of 
this A^. This Act not to extend to 
Ireland, Ind may be repealed or alter- 
ed this session. 

Ca,p, SX. For making further Re- 
gulati^^ 5 i|^iQ reafect to the Pay of the 
Officers he Royal Navy, in cer- 
tain tases therein mentioned. — March 
.Si. • . 

Cap. XXI. To revive and continue 
for two years, and from thence until 
the end of the then next Session of 
Parliament, two Acts made in tbe 47th 
and SOth years of his present Majesty, 


for the preventing improper persons 
from having Armsjn Ireland. — April 
29. 

Cap. XXI L To amend two Acts 
of the 54th and 55th years of his Ma- 
j^ty’s Reign, tt) provide feu* the bet- 
ter Execution of the Laws in Ireland, 
by appointing Superintending Ma- 
gistrates and additional Constables in 
Countie^in^iertain Caffis. — April 29. 

Cap.^^XIII. To further continue, 
until the 25th day of March 1820, an 
Act of the 7th year of King George 
the Second, for the free Importation 
of Cochineal and Indigo. — April 29. 

Cap, XXIV, To alter and enlarge 
the Powers of an Act passed in the 
,54th year of his present Majesty, in- 
titled, An Act for the further Im- 
provement of the Land Revenue of 
the Crown.*' — May 23. 

Cap. XXV. To explain and amend 
an Act made in the 48th year of his 
present Majesty, for repealing the 
Duties of Assessed Taxes,, and grant- 
ing new Duties in lieu thereof ; and 
to exempt such dwelling -houses as 
may be employed for the sole purpose 
of Trade, or of lodging Gaw5?>Wares, 
or Merchandize, fr(jm the Duties 
charged by the said fiicU — May 23. 

Mills, or places of manufacture, 
not attached to a ^dwelling-house, not 
liable to duty, though a servant li- 
censed to guard Uie same abide there- 
in. 

Exemption ffir one glazed window 
in a d^ry in a farm-h5use. 

Cap, XXVI. To amend and render 
more effectual four several Acts pass- 
ed in the 4Sth, 49th, 52d^ and 56th 
years of his present Majesty, for en- 
ablinjg the Commissioners for the Re* 
duction of the National Debt to grant 
Life Annuities.-— May 23. 

Cap. •XXVII. For repealing the 
Duties of Customs on Buck Wheaf 
imported into this kingdom, and for 
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granting other Duties^ until the 25th 
day of March 1821, in lieu thereof.— 
May 23. 

Duties on buck wheat repealed, and, 
instead thereof, a duty of lOs. per 
quarter shall be paid. * . ^ < 

Cap. XXVIII. To extend the 
Powers of two Acts for allowing Bri- 
tish Plantation Sugar and Coffee, and 
other Articles imported into^permuda 
in British Ships, to be exporu^d to 
America in Foreign Vessels ; and to 
permit Articles, the Produce of Ame- 
rica, to be imported into the saidtls- 
land in Foreign Ships, to certain other 
Articles. — May 23. 

Cap. XXIX. To extend to New- 
foundland the Provisions of an Act 
passed in the 52d year, of his present 
Majesty^s Reign, for permitting the 
exportation of Wares, Goods, and 
Merchandize, from any of his Majes- 
ty's Islands in the West Indies to any 
other of the said Islands, and to and 
from any of the British Colonies on 
the Continent of Americai and the said 
Islands and Colonies. — May 23. 

European goods, &c. may be ex- 
ported fronT Newfoundland to the 
West Indies, &c. and from the West 
Indies, &c. to Newfoundland. 

Cap. XXX. To regulate the In- 
terests and Periods of Payment of 
Navy, Victualling, and Transport 
Bills. — May 23. • 

Treasury may regulate the interest 
and period of payment di navy bills, 
&c. ; but not to exceed Sid. per q^nt 
a. day. 

Cap. XXXI. For granting to hia 
Majesty a Sum of Money to be raised 
by Lotteries. — May 23. 

Cap. XXXI 1. To repeal the Duties 
of Excise on Stone Bottles, and charge 
other Duties in lieu thereof.— June 
16. 

Cap. XXXIII. To reduce the Al- 
lowance of Spirits, Tea, and Tobacco, 
Jor the Use of the Seamen on board 


certain Ships or Vessels making short 
Voyages. — June 16. 

Cap. XXXIV.^ To authorise the 
Issue of Exchequer Bills, and the Ad- 
vance of Money out of the Consolida- 
ted Fund, to a limited Amount, fgr 
the carrying on of Public Works and^ 
Fisheries in the United Kingdom; and 
employment of the,Poor in Qrfit Bri- 
tain, in manner therelft^wentioned. — 
June 16. * ^ * 

Commissioners of Treasury to is- 
sue Exchequer Bills not exceeding 
L.1,500,000. 

Bills to bear an interest of two pence 
half-penny per cent, per diem. 

All such Bills as shall be advanced 
for carrying on of any public works, 
shall be made payable within three 
years from the issuing thereof ; an.! all 
such bills as shall be advanced for the 
assistance of any parishes in Great 
Britain, shall be made payable Within 
two years after Easter 1818. 

Cap. XXXV. For punishing Mu- 
tiny and Desertion ; and for the bet- 
ter Payment of the Army and their 
Quarters. — June 20. 

Cap. XXXVI. To regulate the 
Trade to and from the Places within 
the Limits of the Charter of the East 
India Company, and certain Posses- 
sions of his Majesty in the Mediter- 
ranean.— June 20. 

Cap. XXXVII. To explain and 
amend an Act of the fifty-thi^d-year 
of his present Majesty, relating toTolIs 
on Carriages used in Husbandry, and 
to remove Doubts as to Exemp\ioh of 
Carriages, not wholly lad^n with Ma- 
nure, from Payment of Toll — ^June20. 

Cap. XXXVIII. To continue, un- 
til the 15th day of June 1818, an Act 
of the 52d year of his present Majesty, 
for the more effectual Preservation of 
the Peace, by enforcing the Duties of 
Watching and Warding June 20. 

Cap. XXXIX. To extend certain 
Provisions of the Acts of the 36th and 
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52d Years of the Ueign of his present 
Majesty to Matters of Charity and 
Friendly Societies. — »June 20. 

Cap. XL. To autborisse ‘the re- 
warding Officers of the Customs for 
their Services in preventing illicit Di- 
stillation in Scotland, lender an Act 
passed in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment.— June 20. 

Cap. XLIy repeal two acts 
paased in the 5iah and 5.5th Years of 
his present Majesty, relating to the 
Office of the Agent General, and for 
transferring the Duties of the said Of- 
fice to “the Offices of the Paymaster 
General and Secretary at War. — June 

Cap. XLII. To revive and conti- 
nue, until the 25th day of March 1819, 
ail Ac;t made in the 4'ith Year of his 
present Majesty, for permitting the 
Exportation of Salt from the Port of 
Nassau, in the Island of New Provi- 
dence, the Port of Exuma, and the 
Port of Crooked Island in the Baha- 
ma Islands, in American Ships coming 
in Ballast. — June 27. 

Cap. XLIII. For granting, for 
Two Years from the 5th Day of July 
1817, Bounties on Sugar refined other- 
Avise than by Claying. — June 27. 

• Cap. XL IV. To albw Corps of 
Yeomanry or Volunteer Cavalry, when 
assembled for the Supjjrcssion of Riots 
or Tumults, to be quartered and billet- 
ted, and Officers on Half Pay to hold 
certain Commissions in such Corps, 
and ti\ exempt Members in such Corps 
from serving the Office of Constable, 
— June 27. * 

Cap. XLV. For the Continuaticy 
of all and every Person or Persons in 
any and every Office, Place, or Em- 
ployment, Civil or Military, within 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Dominion of Wales/Fown 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed, Isles ©f Jer- 
sey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sarkt, and 
Man, and also in all and every of his 
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Majesty's Foreign Possessions, Colo-» 
nies, or Plantations, which he or she 
shall hold, possess, or exercise during 
the pleasure of the Crown, at the time 
of the Death or Demiae of his present 
Majesty, until removed orxiischarged 
therefrom by the succeeding King or 
Queen of this Realm. — June 27. 

Cap. XLVI. To prevent the issuing 
and circulation of Piecevs of Copper or 
other Metal, usually called Tokens.— 
June 27* 

Not to affect Bank of England to- 
kens.''— Sheffield penny tokens issued 
for the relief of the poor may circu- 
late to 25th March, 1823.— Birming- 
ham penny tokens issued for the relief 
of the poor may circulate to 2.5th 
March, 1820. 

Cap. XLVII. For settling and se- 
curing Annuities on Lord Colchester, 
and on the next Person to whom the 
Title of Lord Colchester shall de- 
scend, in consideration of his eminent 
services.— June 27. 

Cap. XLVLII. To make further 
Provision for the Adjustment of the 
Accounts of the Consolidated Fund 
of the United Kingdom, and for ma- 
king good any occasional Deficiency 
which may arise in $he said Fund in 
Great Britain or Ireland respectively ; 
and to direct the jApplication of Mo- 
nies by the Commissioners for the* re- 
duction of the National Debt. — ^June 
27. 

Cap. XLlXt For altering and a- 
mending the Laws oPExcise with re- 
spect to Salt and Rock Salt. — June 
27. - 

Cap, L. To continue ax? Act made 
in the 54th Year of his present Ma- 
jestyis Reign, intituled, An Act to 
provide for the preserving and resto- 
ring of Peace in such Parts of Ireland 
as may a'i any Time be disturbed by 
seditious Persons, or by Persons en-* 
tcring into unlawful Combinations or 
Conspiracies." — June 27. 

T 
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f'ap. LI. To regulate the Celebra- 
tion of Marriages ia Newfoundland. — 
June 27- 

Cap. LIT. To alter an Act passed 
in tlffe 11th Year of the Reign of King 
George tly? Second, for the more ef- 
fectual seeming the Payment of Rents, 
and preventing Frauds by Tenants. — 
June 27. 

Cap. LIII. For the more effectual 
Punishment of Murders and Man- 
slaughters committed in Places not 
within his Majesty’s Dominions. — 
June 27. • 

Cap. LIV. To enable the Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s Woods, Fo- 
rests, and Land Revenues, to make and 
maintain a Road from IMilbank Row, 
Westminster, to the Penitentiary. — 
June 27. 

Cap. LV. To continue an Act to 
empower his Majesty to secure and de- 
tain sucli persons as his Majesty shall 
suspect are conspiring against his Per- 
son and Government. — .June 30. 

After March 1, 181*8, persons com- 
mitted tojiave the benefit of the laws. 
— The secretary of state may order 
persons committed for high treason, 
See. to be removed to any other jail. 

Cap. LVI. '^'o amend the Laws in 
respect to foi feited Recognizances in 
Ireland. — June 30. ^ 

Cap. LVI I. To empower his Ma- 
jesty to suspend triwning, and to re- 
gulate the Quotas of the Militia. — 
June 30. ^ 

Cap. LVlIf. To allow ^British 
Goods to be exported direct from this 
Country to the United States of Ame- 
rica upon 4he same terms as when ex- 
ported to any foreign Country. — June 
30. 

Cap. LIX. For letting to Farm 
the Post-Horse Duties, and for better 
securing and facilitating theJlecovery 
*of the said Duties — June 30. 

Cap. LX. To regulate certain Of- 
fices in tlieCourt of Exchequer in Eiig- 
Liid.--.July 7. 


Cap. LX I. To abolish the Offices 
of the Wardens, Chief JusticevS, and 
Justices in Eyre^ North and South of 
Trent.*— July.,7. 

Cap. LX II. To abolish certain 
Offices, and to, regulate certain other 
Offices, in Ireland. — July 7. 

Cap. LX I II. To regulate the Of- 
fices of Clerks of the Signet and Privy 
Seal. — July 7. 

Cap. LX IV. T.>> abolish certain 
Offices, and regulace others, in Scot- 
land> — July 7. • 

Cap. LXV. To enable his Majesty 
to recompense the Services of Persons 
holding, or who have held, certain high 
and efficient Civil Offices. — July ^7. 

Cap. LXVI. To amend an Act of 
the twenty-second Year of his present 
Majesty, for suppressing or regulating 
certain Offices therein mentioned, so 
far as relates to the Board of Trade ; 
and for enabling the Vice-President of 
the Board of Trade to send and re- 
ceive Letters and Packets free from 
the Duty of Postage. — July 7. 

Cap. LXVI I. To regulate ccr- 
tain Offices, and abolish others, in his 
Majesty’s Mints in England and Scot- 
land respectively. — July 7. 

The office of Warden of the .Mint 
shall be ab^c^ished after the termina- 
tion of the existing interest, and the 
duties performed by the master with- 
out any additional salary. The office 
of Comptroller shall be hereafter exe- 
cuted in person. The stamper’s salary 
to be abolished, 'i'he office of Go- 
vernor of the Mint in Scot/and, after 
the termination of the’kxisting interest, 

be held by the Master gf the Mint 
in England, and other offices of the 
Mint in Scotland, after the existing 
interest, abolished. The Treasury, on 
the termination of the whole of the 
‘existing interests, may direct the build- 
ings uf the Mint of Scotland to be sold. 

Cap. LXVI 1 1. 'J o amend the Laws 
relating to Sheriffs in I reland.-^july 7. 

Cap. LXJX. To continue until the 
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29th day of September 1818, and to 
amend a«-Act passed in Ireland in the 
S()th year of his present Majesty for 
the Improvement and Kxtensifln of the 
Fisheries on*the Coif^ of Ireland. — 
July 7. 

®ap. LXX. To relieve persons im- 
piigniog the Doctrine of 4he Holy 
•'rrinity from certain Penalties in Ire- 
land — .Inly 7. 

Cap. LXXLxTo amend an Act of 
thoi50th Year of Mis present Majesty’s 
reign, for -repealing the several Laws 
relating to Prisons in Ireland, and for 
re-cnac^ing such of the provisions 
•thereof as have been found useful, with 
i^ijTen^mcnts. — July 7. 

(Jaf). LXXII. To continue until 
the end of the next Session of Parlia- 
ment two Acts made in the 5Ith and 
.olith Vear of his present Majesty, for 
regulating the Trade in Spirits be- 
tween .Great Britain and Ireland reci- 
procally. — July 7. 

• • Cap. LXXIII. To allow the ex- 
pq: tation of Woollen or Bay Yarn from 
Ireland by Licence obtained there.— 
July 7. 

Cap. LXX IV. To extend several 
Acts for-allowing the Importation and 
Ex^or^atioii^^f certain Goods and 
•MerChiTiTnizc to Porta«^Iaiia in the 
’miand of Jamaica, and to the Port of 
Ikidge Town in the Island of Barba- 
does. — July 7* * 

Cap. LXXV. To abolish the Pu- 
nisliment' ot Public Whipping on Fe- 
male O hinders. — July 7« 

Caf^.lLXXVI. To amend an Act 
,€/f*the 5 kh Yttar of his present Majesty 
^to regulate the Payment and D^aw- 
back on Paper allowed to the Univer- 
sities of Scotland. — July 7. 

Cap. LXXVH. For extending 
the Provisions of an Act of the 51*tli 
Year of his present Majesty for rege- 
lating the Payment ot Army Prize 
Moiicy, and for authorizing tire Com- 
luissiyiicrs of Chelsea Hospital to sus- 


pend the Pensions of such Persons as 
shall be guilty of JFraiids in respect of 
Prize Money or Pensions. — July 7* 

Cap. LXXVILI. For fixing the 
Rates of Subsistence to be pzftd to 
jnnkeepers and others on.Quartering 
SoldTiers. — July 7. 

Cap. LXXIX. To permit the 
Transfer of Capital from certain Pub- 
lic Stocks or Funds fiT Great Britain, 
to certain Public Stocks or Funds in 
Ireland. — July 7. 

Cap. LXXX. For raising the Sum 
of Nmc Millions, by Exchequer Bills, 
for the Service of the Year 1817. — 
July 10. 

Cap. LXXXI. For Raising the 
Sum of Three Millions Six Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, British Currency, 
by Treasury' Bills in Ireland, for the 
service of the Year 1817. — July 10. 

Cap. LXXXH. To continue an 
Act passed in Ireland in the 1 8th and 
llqh Years of his present Majesty, re- 
specting certain Annuities, so long as 
tile said Anniuties shall be payable. — 
July 10. , 

Cap. LXXXI 11. To amend an 
Act made in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment for providing for the Charges of 
certain Additions tp the Public Debt 
of Ireland. — July 10. 

Cap. LXXXjV. To regulate the 
Offices of his Maji:sty*s Exchcqiler in 
England and l<-eland respectively. — 
July 10. 

The duties%)f the office of Auditor 
and the four Teller^. the Exchequer, 
and Clerk of the Pells in England, and 
o f A u d i t o r a n d T e 1 1 e r o f t h e X c h e q u c r , 
and Clerk of the Pells in Ireland, after 
the expiration of existing interests, to 
be regulated and performed in person. 
The savings arising from such regula- 
tions to go to the consolidated fund. 
Person'^ belonging to the said offices, 
wiieii regulated, to be incapable of sft- 
tiiig as incmbera of the Flouse ofConi- 
nious. 
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Cap. LXXXV. To permit, until 
the I lth day of November 1817. the 
Importation of Corn and other Ar- 
ticles in any Ship from any Country ; 
to permit such Articles which may 
have been ^varehouscd for Exporta-, 
tion only to be entered for Home Con- 
sumption ; and for indemnifying all 
Persons who have given directions 'for 
the Importatiofi of Corn and other 
Articles, or the taking the same out 
of Warehouse, free of Duty, and who 
have acted in obedience thereto. — July 
10. t 

Cap. LXXXVI. To permit the 
Importation of Foreign Cambrics and 
Lawns into Ireland, on payment of the 
like Duties as are chargeable in Great 
Britain. — July 10. 

Cap. LXXXVII. To amend two 
Acts passed in the l<5th Year of his 
present Majesty, and in the last Ses- 
sion of Parliament, for the making 
more effectual Provision for the Pre- 
vention of Smuggling. — July 10. 

Cap. LXXXV III. Xo permit Full- 
ers Earths,^Fulling Clay, and Tobac- 
co-Pipe Clay, to be carried Coastwise 
under ceitain Restrictions. — July 10. 

Cap. LXXXIX. To allow the Im- 
portation of Oran t^s and Lemons from 
the Azores juid Madeira into the Bri- 
tish Colonics of North America. — July 
10. • 

Cap. XC. For the Prevention of 
Persons going armed by Night for the 
Destruction of Game ; aiid for repeal- 
ing an Act madesii the last Session of 
Parliament relating to Rogues an& Va- 
gabonds. — July 10. 

Cap. XCC To enable Justices to 
settle the Fees to be taken by the 
Clerks of the Peace of the rcspeci:ive 
Counties and other Divisions of Eng- 
land and Wales. — July 10. 

Justices at the annual, general, and 
quarter sessions, to settle a table of 
fees to be taken by the clerks of the 
peace, who shall not demand more, on 


penalty of 5/. for every offence. Print- 
ed or written copies of such tables to 
be hung up in sone conspicuous place 
where the sessipns shall be held ; and 
a penalty of .5/. upon clerks neglecting 
so to do. All suits by virtue of this 
act to be brought within three months 
after the offence committed. 

Cap. XCII. J'o regulate the Ad-* 
ministration of Oatba. in certain casesj 
to Officers '•in his. Ma;esty^s Land and 
Sea Forces. — July 10. • 

Cap. XCIII. To regulate the Costs 
of Distresses levied for Payment of 
Small Rents, — July 10. 

No person making any distress for 
rent, where the sum due shall not ex- 
ceed 20/. shall take other chaf-get than 
mentioned in the schedule annexed, 
nor charge for any act not done. The 
remedy is bycomplaint before a justice, 
who may adjudge treble the amount 
unlawfully taken, with costs. Brokers, 
auctioneers, See, are to give copies of 
their charges to the persons distrain 
ed. — The only charges allowed by the ‘ 
schedule ure, — Levying Distress, 

Man in Possession per day, 2.y. OV. — 
Appraisement, whetlicr by one broker 
or more, 6(1. in the pound cn the va- 
lue of the goods. — Catalocfue, saleiind 
commission, aj)d delivery of goods, l5.* 
in the pound on the net produce of tlifc' 
sale. A printed copy of the act is re- 
quired to be hung up in every sessions’ 
room in England and Wales. Party 
aggrieved to apply to a justice, who 
may :idjudge treble the amouijt unlaw- 
fully taken, to be paid witt V-j;osts, 
which may be levied b/^istress. IStth, 
judgment to be given against any land- ** 
lord unless he personally levies the dis 
tress. Brokers to give copies of their 
charges to persons distrained. 

Cap. XCJ V. To amend an Act of 
the last Session of Parliament for the 
more ea^y assessing of County Rates. 
— July 40. 

Rate to be raised notwithstanding 
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appeals until determination of justices. 
In case justice^ order rate to be set 
aside or lowered, th^ money paid sub- 
sequent to the apped^jto be teturned 
out of the county rat^ Fourteen days 
notice of intention %o appeal to be 
givtn in writing. Expences of appeal 
to be paid in such proportions as the 
^justices shall award. 

Cap. XCy. exempt the Terri- 
tories within th«?Hi[nits of tRe East In- 
dia* Company’s C^iarter from certain 
of the Navigation Laws. — July lO. 

Cap. XCVI. For suspending, un- 
til the* 1st day of August, 1820, the 
•Duties on Coals and Culm removed 
eda^wjise within the Principality of 
Waleti, aRid granting other Duties in 
lieu thereof. — July 10. 

Cay. XCVII, For ratifying Ar- 
ticlej» of Agreement entered into by 
Viscount Gage and the Commissioners 
of his W oods. Forests, and 

lilies ; and for the better 

anagemeiit and Improvement of the 
.^iid Revenues of the Crown. — July 
/lO. 

This act ratifies the purchlSie of the 
High Meadow estate, the propcity of 
yiscmjHfe- GUgc, in the counties of 
GlcH mgstcr ai^ Monmouth, for the 
^Am ’of 15o,80?)/., aiid^thc commis- 
sRiners of oods are empowered to 
sell other possessions of the crown to 
raise tlie purchase money. They are 
also empowered to* purchase, on be- 
half of llie crown, other lands lying 
adjagent^ the royal forest, and to sell 
par^jj^e^' the crown lands to provide the 
'urchase monty. The old Palace, and 
other buildings belonging to it at New- 
mafket, to be sold. 

Cap. XCVI II. For ratifying the 
purchase of the Impropriate Rectory 
of St Mary-Ie-bone, in the County of 
Middlesex.— July 10. 

C'ap. XCIX. To consolidtite and 
amend the Laws relating to S^uritual 
Persons holding Farms ; and for cii- 

/r 


forcing the Residence of Spiritual Per- 
sons on their Bcaefices ; and for the 
Support and Maintenance of Stipend- 
iary Curates in England, — July 10* 

Cap. C. To renew the Powers of 
exonerating Small Livings*and Chari- 
table Institutions from the Land Tax» 
and for making further Provision for 
the*Redemption of the Land Tax.— 
July 10. 

Cap. CL To continue an Act in- 
tituled, An Act further to extend and 
render more effectual certain Provi- 
8ions*of an Act passed in the twelfth 
Year of the Reign of his late Majesty 
King George I., intituled “ An Act 
to prevent frivolous and vexatious Ar- 
rests,^’ and of an Act passed in the fifth 
Year of his Majesty King George 11. 
to explain, amend, and remler more ef- 
fectual the said former Act ; and of 
two Acts passed in the 19th and 48 J 
years of the Reign of his present Ma- 
jesty, extending the Provisions of the 
said former Acts — July 1 1. 

Cap. Cl I. •To defray the Charge 
of the Pay, Clothing, and ♦contingent 
Expences of the Disembodied Militia 
in Great Britain and of the Miners of 
Cornwall and Devon ; and lor grant- 
ing Allowances in ct;rtain Cases to Sub- 
altern Officers, Adjutants, Quarter- 
masters, Siirgeo^is’ Mates, and Ser- 
jeant Majors of Militia, until the !^5th 
day of March, KSPS — July 11. 

Cap. CHI. For defraying, until 
the 25th day df June 1818, the Charge 
of th(j Pay and Clothing of the Mili- 
tia of Ireland ; and for making Allow- 
ances in certain cases to Subaltern Of- 
ficers of the said Militia ckiring Peace, 
— July 1 1. 

Oap. CIV. To reduce the Number 
of Serjeants, Corporals, and Drum- 
mers, ill the Mihiia of li eland, whilst 
disembiKlied. — July 11. 

Cap. CV. To encourage the Esta- 
blishment of Banks for Savings in Ire- 
land. — July 11. 
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Cap. CVI. To provide for the 
Establishment of Asiylums for the Lu- 
natic Poor in Ireland. — July 11. 

The lord lieutenant may direct any 
number of asylums for the lunatic poor 
to be erect^‘d ; each asylum to contain 
not less than lOO nor more than 150 
patients — Money to be advanced for 
the purpose out of the Consolidated 
Fund. 

Cap. evil. To provide for the 
more deliberate Investigation of Pre- 
sentments to be made by Grand Juries 
for Roads and Public Works iii Ire- 
land, and for accounting for Money 
raised by Miclr Presentments. — July 1 1. 

Cap. CVIIL For the Regulation 
of levying Tolls at Fairs, Markets, and 
Ports, in Ireland. — July 11. 

Cap. CIX. To abolish the Subsidy 
and Alnage of the Old and New Dra- 
peries, and of all Woollen Manufac- 
tures, in Ireland ; and to authorize 
the Payment out of the Consolidated 
Fund of an Annual Sum to John Lord 
de Blaquiere, during the continuance 
of his Interest in the Office of Alna- 
ger. — July 11. 

Cap. CX. To make further Regu- 
lations for tlie better collecting and se- 
curing the Duties^upon Spirits distill- 
ed in Ireland. — July 11. 

Cap. CXI. To siispend, until the 
lOclf day of October 1819, a l^irt of 
the Duties on Sweeter Made Wines. 
— July 11. 

Cap. CXII. To amfcnd an Act of 
the 25th Year of the Reign of hi^ pre- 
sent Majesty, for better regulating the 
office of Treasurer of his Majesty’s 
Navy, as far, as respects the Mode of 
Applications for certain Services in the 
V ictualling Department. — J uly • 1 1 , 
1817. 

Cap. CXI II. To prevent the further 
Circulation of Dollars and Tc^ens is- 
sik'd by the Governor and Company 
of tile Ldik of England for the Con- 
venience of the Public. — July 11. 


Circulation of Bank dollars and to- 
kens to cease after March 25, 1818, 
upon penalty for*each dollar so utter, 
ed, of forfeiting not more than 5/. nor 
less than 40^. ; but they may be pre- 
sented at the Bank till March 25,1820. 

Cap. CXIV. To continue untillhe 
1st day of August 1818, two Acts of 
his present Majesty, allowing the bring-' 
ing of Coals, Culm, and Cinders to 
London and Westmi.isrter. — July 11. 

Cap. CXV. To" extend the Pro- 
visions of an Act of the ISlh Year of 
his late Majesty King George I. and 
an Act of the 22d Year of his late 
Majesty George II. against payment 
of Labourers in Goods or by Tr» 4 ck, 
and to secure their payment, in the law- 
ful Money of the Realm, to Labourers 
employed in the Manufacture of Ar- 
ticles made of 8teel, or of Steel and 
Iron combined, and Plated Articles, or 
of other Articles of riitlery. — J-uly 1 1. 

Cap. CXV L For limiting tnc i ime 
now allowed by Law for the Produc- 
tion of the Certificate of due Delivery' 
of Goods removed from one Ware- 
housing Port in Great Britain to an- 
other for the purpose of Exportation ; 
for altering the hours for 'Shipping 
Goods in the Port of 1 -x/udon to 
empower Ol^kcers of the Customs aiM* 
Excise to pcimit the removal of Goods 
from one Bonding Warehouse to an- 
other in the same’* Port — July 11. 

Cap. CXVIl. "To regulate the is- 
suing of Extents in Aid. — .firly 1 1. 

Cap. CXVIl I. For authc^zingthc 
Executors or Administrators ofNi^cea- 
sed licensed Navy Agc^its to receive^ 
Prize Money, Bounty Money, and \ 
other Allowances of Money upon Or- 
ders given to such deceased Agents: — 
July 11. 

Cap. CXIX. To exempt British and 
Irish vStone Bottles made and used for 
the sol(v purpose of containing IJcpird 
Blackiilg, from the Duties of Excise 
on Stone Bottles granted by an Act 
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of this Session of Parliament. — July 

Jl. ^ 

, Cap. CXX. To authorize the Court 
of Directors of the East Ii^ia Com- 
pany to makfc extrao^j'&nary Allowance 
in certain cases to t^e Owners of cer- 
taiin Ships in the Service 'of the said 
Company. — July 11. 

Cap. CXXI. For regulating Pay- 
'ments to* the Trjeasurer of the Navy 
under the'Hegj^s of Oli Stores and 
I gi press. — July ll. 

Cap. C^XXII. To extend the Pro- 
visions of an Act of the 12th Year of 
his lifte Majesty King George I. and 
an Act of the 22d Year of his lateJVIa- 
j^sty^ King George II. against Pay- 
intfoc c*f Labourers in Goods or by 
Truck, and to secure their Payment, 
in the lawful Money of this Realm_, to 
Labourers employed in the Collieries, 
or in the working and getting of Coal 
in tljc United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
“■^TancI; and for extending 
Provisions of the said Acts to 
Scotland and Ireland. — July 11. 

Cap. CXXI LI. For imposinga Duty 
of Excise on theExcessof Spirits made 
from Corn in England above the Pno- 
paoier of^iiiLteen Gallons of Spirits 
‘ior every One Hundred Gallons of 
further securing the 
I Duties on Wort orW5feh made for dis- 
. tilling Spirits in England, and for au- 
thorizing the Sh^ment of Rum for 
Stores in Casks containing Sixty Gal- 
lons.-— July 11. 

Cap^ CXXI V. To amend an Act 
mj^Vn the present Session of Parlia- 
^^ment, for aythorizing the Lsue of Ex- 
chequer Bills, and the au^.ance yf Mo- 
ney for carrying on Public Works and 
TisherieSj and Employment of the Poor. 
July 11. 

Cap. eXXV. To* authorize the 
driving and keeping a Hackney Cs>ach 
or Chariot under the same Licence. — 
July 11. , 

Cap. (\VXV1, To repeal an Act 


passed in the 54^?li Year of his present 
Majesty, for the Punishment oCPer- 
sons destroying* Stocking or Lace 
Frames, and Articles in such Frames; 
and to make, until the 1st day yf Au- 
gust 1820, other Provisions in lieu 
*thefeof. — July 11. * 

Cap. CXX VI I. To settle the share 
of* Prize Money, Droits of Admiralty 
and Bounty Money ^yable to Green- 
wich Hospital, and for securing to the 
said Hospital all unclaimed Shares of 
Vessels found derelict, and of Seizures 
for Jdreach of Revenue, Colonial, Na- 
vigation, and Slave Abolition Law. — 
July 11. 

Cap.CXXVIII. Forextending the 
Exemptions from the Duties granted 
by certain Acts of the JSd and 4'5tli 
Years of his present Majesty’s Reign ; 
and for altering the Manner ol claim- 
ing and ascertaining the Exemptions 
to be granted. — July 1 1. 

Cap. CXXIX. For vesting in his 
Majesty a certain Part of the Open 
Common and Waste Lands within the 
Manor or Royalty of Rialton and Re- 
traighe, alias Reterth, 4n the Parish 
of St Columb Major, in the County of 
Cornwall. — July 1 1, 

Cap. eXXX. To encourage the 
Establishment of Banks for Savings in 
England. — July 12. 

The rules of each of these institu- 
tions to be entered in a book, and a 
copy deposited with the clerk of the 
peace. Officers not to have any benefit 
in the institution.^ Friendly Societies 
m^y subscribe any portion of their 
funds into the funds of Provident Insti- 
tutions. Treasurers to give security if 
required. The effects of the institu- 
tions to be vested in trustees for the 
time being without fresh assignment, 
who may bring and defend actions. 
Money not to be placed out on per- 
sonal security. The Bank of Eng- 
land on receiving ZdL from any Sa- 
ving Bank shall open an account in 
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the name of the Ceftomissioners for 
National Debt, who shall issue deben- 
tures in favour of such Saving Bank, 
bearing interest at '6d. per cent, per 
day. ^o obtain the privilege of pay- 
ing money into the Bank of England, 
no pcri>on sh'all be allowed to pay wto* 
the saving bank more than 100/. in the 
first year, and 50/. every year aft«r- 
w’^ards. 

Clip. CXXXI. For the better regu- 
lation of Polls, and for making other 
Provisions touching the Election of 
Members to serve in Parliament^ for 
Places in Ireland — July 12. 


Cap. (’XXXII. For applying cer- 
tain Monies therein mentioned for the 
Service of the Ye^r 1817, and for fur- 
ther appypriating the Supplies grant-* 
ed in this Sessioh .of Parliament. 

The number of tublic General , 
Acts passed in this Session is... 132 
Local and Personal Acts declar-* 


ed public 76» 

Private Act<., printed^.,..,; 3^ 

Private Acts, not printed 64? 


total 300 
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The, LONDON GENER.AI, BILL of 
Christenings and Burials from December D), ]8I6, to December IG, 1817# 


, (Males 12,624 > in all. 
Christened J jremalesj 1,505 J 24,129 


^ - j (Males 10,038 > in all, 7 Decreas* 

^ ^Females 9,933$ 19,9VG 3 Burials 


348 


Died under SfVears 5G98 
Betvjeen 2 and 5 2019 

5 and 10 929 

10 and 20 70G 


20 and 30, 13G1 I GO and 70, 1614 
30 and 40, 1795 I 70 and SO, 1224 
40 and 50, 1983 | 80 and 90, G83 

50 and GO, 1788 J 90 and 100, 156 


100, 7 
105, 2 


DISEASES. 

*‘*^b*)rtlvc. Still-born 700 

Aosedss 93 

Aged 1875 

Ague 2 

Aj oplexy and sud- 

. denly 4G2 

Asthma 743 

Bedridden 5 

.\lV. . . . 6 

Bleeding 45 

Bursten & Rupture 43 

Cancer 5)9 

Chicken Pox .... 1 

Colds 14 

Colick, Gripes, &c. 7 

C'^'iisuiiipfion . , . . 42CX) 
^■^Oonvulbions .... 3242 

■ Cough O'Vjj 

Cow Pox I 

Cramp 1 

Croup 109 

Diabetes 3 

•Dropsy ? 718 

Ejiilepsy 5 

Evil 6 

l<yv»e/s of all kinds 1299 

Vistula 3 

Flux •*- 9 

Frcn©li Pox 8(j 

• Gout 51 

. Gravel, Stone, and 

Strangury 21 


Grief 4 

Hcadmoldshot, Hor- 
shoe head, and Wa- 
ter in the Head 419 
Imposthume ...... 2 

Inflammation 1002 

Jaundice 75 

Jaw l^ockcd . ^ . 2 

Livergrown .... 76 

Lumbago 1 

Lunatic 244 

Measles . ..... 725 

Mortifleation .304 

Palpitation of the 

Heart 4 

Palsy . . . ,• 16’2 

Pleurisy ........ 22 

Purples 4 

Quinsy 2 

Rush 2 

Rheumatism .... 14 

Scrophula 5 

Scurvy 6 

Small Pox 1051 

Sore I'hroat .... 5 

Sores and Ulcers 1 1 

Spasm 25 

St Anthony’s Fire • 
Stoppage in the Sto- 
mach 24 

St Vitus’s Dance 1 

Stricture 1 

Swelling 1 

Teeth 419 


Thrush * . . Ill 

Tumour 3 

Water in the Chest 63 

Worms 12 

CASUALTIES. 
Broken Limbs ... 6 

Bruised 2 

Burnt . ....... 41 

Choaked 2 

Drowned .. . . 119 

I’Acesbive Drinking 12 

F'xefutcd 10 

Found Dead . . . .^ 29 

Fractured 4 

Frightened ... 9 

Killed by Falls and 
several other Ac- 
cidents , 65 

Killed themselves 34 

Murdered S 

Poisoifcd 6 

Scalded 4 

Siiot .• 1 

Starved 8 

StrJiigled 1 

i?ull'ucaLed, 11 

Total 367 
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BIRTHS, marriages, AND DEATHS, * 

WITHIN THE YEAR 1817. 


jURTIIS. • 

JanitakyI. At Edinburgh, the lady of 
William Stotiu’i t, Esq. of (’iirgcn, a son 
and hoir. 

4. At Cortachy Castlo, the lady of the 
Hon. Donald flgilvy, a daughter. 

— At IMontreah the Countess of Sel- 
kirk, a daughter. 

8. At Islahank, the lady of Peter Wed- 
derhuriu Esq. a daughter. 

1 1. Tlie lady of J. N. IMacleod, Esq. of 
twin daughters. 

— In l.ondon, the lady of the Hon. J. 
T. T>eslie 31elville, a son. 

1.5. At Clova, Lady Niven I.uinsden, a 
daughter. • 

— At Xew Saughton House, the lady 
of Janies Wat.son, Esq. of Saughton, a 
son. 

17. At Cliarletqn, the lady of ,)ohn 
Anstruther Thomson, Esq. a daughter. 

— At Kingst('n, Jamaica, the lady of 
Dr Al‘^xandtr ]M‘I.arty, a son. 

2.5. At Edinlmrgh, the lady of Lau- 
rence Craigic, Esq. of C^leiidoick, a daugh- 
ter. 

26. At Salton Hull, LSdy Eleanor Bal- 
four, a daughter.* , 

— At Holyhush Cottage, the lady of 
A. Hunter, E.sq. of Bony toun, a daughter. 

2.0. Her Royal Highness the Duehe.ss 
of Cumberland, a still-born daughter. 

— At Kingston, Jamaica, tlie lady of 
Dr Hinton Spalding, a daughter. 

Futiim a«y 1. The lady of John L. 
Campbell, Esq. of Aelialader, a son. 

— Mrsl'’errier,of Belleside, a flaughtcr. 
• 2. At I’dinhurgh, the huly of Alajor 
James ].(■(', late of the .02dreg. a scai. 

4. At A’^alenciennes, the lady of JJeut.- 
Col. Maegregor, SHtli rcgimeirt, a daugh- 
ter. • c 


4. The lady of J. J. (^uldell^ Esq. of 
Grange, a daughter. 

• (). At Edinhurgli, the lady of Cieorgr 
Alaepherson Cirant, Esq. Al. *P. a da*i{!;h- 
ter. • * 

11. In Shandwick Place, the lady of 
General Francis Dundas, a son. 

1 1. At (’oekairney, the lady ofCuplain 
Alotihray, R. N. a daughter. 

1.5. At Dankeith, Airs Alartin of Glen 
Grie, a son. , . _ ^ 

1 f). At Bayswater, the lady cirTr^iit.- 
Colonel Napier, Jd Guards, a son. 

20. At Brussels, the Princess of Oran^^’^ 

a son. ' 

21. At Cockairney, the lady of TJeut.- 
, (\)1. AIoul)ray of Cockairney, a daugl)ter. 

2J. At EreeLmd Hou.se, perlhsl^ire, the 
Hon. Airs Ilore, a st)n. - 

2J. The lady of Jan''>i!i.*^ed4ty*H[dAni, 
]'"s(j. his Alaj^sty’s Solicitor-! ieneral l(n- 
Scotland, a son. ^ 

AIakch 3. Airs Col. Bobertson of Ilall- 
craig, a son. • 

6, At Guines, yi France, the lady of 
John Ahercromhy, Esq. second dragoon 
guards, a sou. 

7. At Edinburgh, the lady%£^4lliam 

Thomson Iloncyman, Lsq. of AIa)ifr,t^dd, 
a daughter. *• 

ir- At Ayr, Airs Hamilton DouglaJC 
Boswell, a daughter. 

12. At laveriside. Airs Blackburn of 
Killearn, a daughter. 

13. At A"*fster House, the Alarchioiiess 
•yf Tweedd.'de, a daughter. 

14. At (ilasgow. Airs Buchanan of 
Auchi»torlic, a son and heir. 

17. At Bossie, the hidy of CoL Dli- 
ph.int of Rossie, a daughter. 

18. At Edinhurgli, the lady of 

llfiri. f'.’lliG NTatilr't* H NT a ihnifrlifcr * ^ . 
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18. The lady of Thomas Ilaggerstone, 
Esq. juii. of EJli>^]iam, a daughter. 

^ — At Camden IliH, Kensington, the 
lady of Sir James M'Grigor, a ^n. 

‘ 20 . At Dea\, the kfiy of Captain Wil- 
liam M^Cullocli, K. N. a son. 

21. At Alavishank Itouse, the lady of 
Alajor Charles AEGregor, 70th regiment, 
a daughter. 

22 . At Alilton, Lady Hunter Blair, a 
son and heif. • 

21 . At Kewahhey, Airs « Stewart of 
Shambclly, a dauj^tcr, being her 24th 
child. 

‘ 2 H. At Brighton, the lady of the Hon. 
I). Al. I^rskine, a son. 

29. At Balloan, by Inverness, Airs Fra- 
ser, Culduthil, a son. 

' 1 . At Paris, Lady Elizabeth Stu- 

art, wife Af tile Knglisli amliassador at the 
court of France, a daughter. 

J. At (iateside, the lady of Captain 
AlackAitosh, Royal Highlanders, a duugh- 

7. The I.ady of William Napier Alilli- 
ken, EsoTof ^iillll.j-n, a daugliter. 

— At Aberdeen, Airs William Hay, 
younger of Hayfield, a daughter. 

, 10 . Theladyof James 1/ Amy, of Dun- 
kenny, Esep advocate, a daughter. 

1 1 . In Lisson (irove North, the Coun- 
tess of Rothes, a daughter. 

— The wife of .lames Wilson, gainc- 
KU^er to Sir .Tames Graliam, Bart. Ne- 
, mcTfiy, w'iiij sJH’iiJUlelivered of three hoys, 
ill alive. ^ 

IS. At Cloncaird Castle, the lady of 
Robert Cimynghiiine, Es({. a daughter. 

1.9. At Duiise Casfle, tlie lady of Wm. 
Hay, Esq. of Drumwielzier, a daughter. 

— ApArhuthnott house, the \"iscount- 
ess Arhuthiiott, a daughter. 

27. lAt Glen Stuart, the Alarchiciiess of 
Qudenstierry, 4 daughter. 

2 H. At his iiouse in Cavendish Squ,are, 
London,' the lady of Admiral Sir CA.‘orge 
Cdckhurn, a daughter. 

•: 10 . Lady (’ampbell of Abcruchil, a 
daughter. 

Irately, In Seymour Placl‘, I.ondon, the 
Riglit Hon. Lady Amelia Drummonc4*a 
son. 

— At Castle Bona, Isle of Alan, the 
Rif^ht Hon. Lady Sarah Alurray* a daugh- 
ter. 

• ^ At Kersey, near Iladlcigh, a farm- 


er's wife, named Gardner, four still-^rn 
children.” The saine woman liad four 
cliildreii at the last, and three at the pre- 
ceding confinement, making a total of 
eleven children at three births, and in a 
period of three or four years. 

I Lotely, At London, the lady of Lieut.- 
Col. Haldane, a son, her 17th child, of 
whom 1 o are living. 

AIay 1 . At Brighton, the lady of Ge- 
neral Sir David Baird^ dlart. G. C. B. a 
still-born child. 

5. Tlio lady of Cajitain Chas. Graliam, 
of the Hon. Company's ship William 
Pitt, a son. 

12 .* At Cainbray, in France, the Right 
Hon. I^udy .Tames Hay, a daughter. 

15. Airs Alexander Deuglas, Prince's 
Street, a daughter. 

Hi. At Edinburgh, the lady of Capt. 
Hodgson, R. N. a son. 

17. The lady of William Da\idson, 
Esq. younger of Aluirhousc, a son. 

, — In Shaiidwick Place, Edinburgh, 
Airs APCulloch of Arclwall, a daughter. 

— The Lady of Charles Robertson, 
Esq. younger of Kindeacc, captain 78th 
Highland regiment, a son. 

20. At IlerliiTtsliire House, the lady of 
Captain John Steadman Christie, a son. 

21 . At Duddingstoiic, Alls G. Hamil-. 
ton Dundas, a daughter. 

22. At St Helena, Airs Vernon, wife 
of the Rev. B. J. \’^ernoii, a daughter. 

2 S, At Stranraer. Airs Boss, wdfe of 
Captain Ross, of his majesty’s sliij) Dri- 
ver, a daughter. 

Lately, at St (hner, in France, the lady 
of Lieut.-Col. ITouglas, 7yth regiment, a 
son. 

— At ClifUm, the lady of the late 
William Chisholm of CJiisholm, a son. 

.J»NE 1. At l*ark*Housc, the lady of 
I.ieut.-Col. Gordon, a son. 

2 . In Queen Street, the lady of .Tamos 
Ker, Esq. younger of Blaqkshiells, a son. 

4. At Alusselburgli, the lady of Alajor 
Dqds, late of the Royal Scots, a son. 

H. Airs (irantof Viewfield, Nairnshire, 
a daughter. 

1 1. At London, T^ady Elizabeth Camp- 
bell, tile lady of the Hon. J. F. Campbell, 
a son and lieir. * 

15. Airs Dick of Gleiishiel, a daughter. 

1 a. The lady of Sir Robert Dick of ^ 
Prcstonfleld, Bart, a daughter. 



'JOO EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1817. 


17. At Hosebank-fiouse, the lady of 
Kenneth jMacleay, Esq. of Ne'winore, a 
son. * 

‘^0. At Jlrignall VicaragCj near Greta 
Bridge, the Hon. IMrs Kelvingston, a son. 

21.* At Kuchill, the lady of William 
Baillie_, Es(|, of Polkenmiet, a son. • 
23. At U pper Pollock-house, ]Mrs*For- 
long, jiin. a daughter. 

— iMrs'Col. ilunro, George’s SqifUrc, 
a daughter. •• 

2(i. At Dalhoiisie Castle, the Right 
Hon. Lady Robert Kerr, a daughter. 

27. At Findraek, Mrs Fraser, a son. 

29. At Craufurdlaiid Castle, the lady 
of William llowison Craufurd, Ifeq. a 
daughter. 

30. At Gcnc¥a, the Countess of ]Miiito, 
a son. 

— At Inverness, the lady of Andrew 
jVIacfarlane, Esq. a son. 

Jei.Y 2. At Pennieuick-house, Lady 
Clerk, a daughter. 

— In llaiuilton Place, her Grace the 
Duchess oi‘ Bt tlford, a son. 

— At Portsiiioutli, the lady of Major 
Watson, Ro}aI iMariiies, a daughter. 

L In Bedford Square, I.ondon, the 
lady of the Rev. James H^ddaiie Stewart, 
a son. 

— At Asfiby-de-la-Zouch, I.eieester- 
shire, the lady of the Rev. W. AIHIonall, 
a daughter. 

6. At Gordonhall, the lady of Sir .las. 
A. Gordon, K. C. B. royal na\y, a daugh- 
ter. 

(>. At Rlandcqiies, in France, the lady 
of Li(^t.-Col. Duncan Cameron, V9th re- 
giment, a daughter. 

7. At Perth, tlic lady of Capt. James 
Ross, of the Carniartlic-n, a (laughter. 

8. Mrs Grey of Millfield-liill, a .son. 

— At ]\Iars}iall Place, Perth, llie»lady 

of William Ciloag, Esq. of Cireeiihill, a 
daughter. 

H). At Wanchopc, Airs Scott, a son. 

11. At Bombay, the lady of Michie 
Forbes, Esq. of Crimond, Aberdeensliire, 
a son and heir. 

15. At Bombay, the lion. Airs Bucha- 
nan, a son. 

17. 'fhe lady of Da\dd Hill, Esq. Civil 
Sefre‘.ar> at AJadras, a daughter. 

— At 'i'hurso, the lady of Cajituin I). 
P. Calder, Royal Ph»giiie(‘rs, a .son. 

20. At Rohieie, mar LyiiclhTirst, the 
Countess of Eirol, a son.* • 


21. At Dysart, Airs John Barclay, a 

son. f 

22. At the Priqf y, near Dublin, 1 .ac^y 
Alanner^ a son, still-born. 

23. At Powfoqlis, Stiilingshire, the 
lady of .Tames Bruce, Esq. .a daughter. 

— A t London Street, Edinburgh, Airs 
Alacknight, a son. * 

25. At Perth, the lady of Jas. Kairne,^ 
Esq. of Dunsinnan, a son. 

— At Forth Street, Edinburgh, Airs 
I^yon, a daughter. . ' 

27. The lady of the lion. Lord Cryig- 
letie, a son. 

31. At Carnis-Eskan, Airs bennistoun, 
of Colgrain, a daugliter. , 

liRtely, at Aladras, the lady of (’aptain 
fiebrge (hiddell, adjutant-general’s de-* 
partment, a son. . y* 

Are.usT 1. At Alarybank, tfle huty of 
Cai)tain Gallic, late of the 7Sth regiment, 
a daughter. 

2. At Forgo I.odgc, Dumfries^sliire, 
the lady of Pultcney Aleii\, Es(|. a scyii; 

— At Berlin, the Princess William of 
Prussia, a son. — . / ' 

3. Her Imperial Highness the Arch- 
duchess (’hnrles of A\istria, a son. 

I. At Kdinhiirgh, the lady ofJ). Camp- 
bell, surgeon, a son. 

(». At the West Kirk Alansc, Pklin- 
burgh. Airs Dickson, a son. 

— At the PkirJ of Hardwieke’s, T. on- 
don, I.ady Caroline C’oeks, a daughter. 

— AtJ.oiidon, tliekidy Af J. R. iJn'd^L 
10s(j. a son. t f.' 

7. At London, the lady of ,Tas. Alex- 
ander, p]s<|. AI. J*. a daughter. 

— AtBowscJir, (Cumberland, tlie lady 
of Liout.-('ol. Vour 4 ]^ston, a son. 

9. At Fisherrow, Mrs Alexaiftlei' Ver-‘ 
nor, a dauglitcr. 

IJ. At Edinburgh, Airs .las. GfiiliiTnie, 
a dauglitcr. * 

12. At London, the ladj of J. Thorn- 
ton, Es(j. a daughter. • 

13. At Hope Street, Leith Walk, Airs 
Robertson, a son. 

15. At Eramlington, Norfdk, Airs 
Rigby, three l?oys and a girl. Dr Rigby 
(Ibe father) is a greatgrandfather. 

10*. At (iueluc, the lady of W. Scott, 
Esq. yoifliger of Wool, a son. 

17. At* (Javerliills, the lady of JaAies 
Burnett, younger of Barns, a son. 

18. At Cassola, Aladaleiiie Casarsa, jp 
daughter, who died lour days afterwards ; 
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and 47 day53 after her first accouchement, 
of twin (lauglite%, who only lived five 
d^ys. , % 

IS. At I>inslade-house, Bucldiipliam- 
shire, I.ady J^ne Pyiii, a daughxcr. 

— The lady of the Rev. Sir Charles 
Anderson, Rnrt. a daughter. . 

~ At Kilkenny, the lady of Major 
Alorrison, 7th dragooif guards, a son. 

ao. I.ady Dunbar of Roath, a datigh- 
ter. 

21, The Q'uccji of Spain, » daughter. 

— At Quebec, tlfelady of jMajor Geo. 

Henderson, jroyal engineers, a son. % 

22. At Roehsol.es House*, the lady of 
Lieut.-i’ol. (H*rard, a daiigliter. 

21. At Kdinbiirgh, jMrs Alaitland of 
T.ccles, a son. 

At (!astle (iutlirie, the lady of Tho- 
mas i\IyliTl“, Ks(i. a son. 

— At liOndon, Lady Vrancis Cole, a 


son. 


^t Edinburgh, ]\Irs FolliottBaugh, 
Xi rhiughter. \ 

— The l.idy of Captain Brodie, Royal 
Scots, a soil. . 

2!}. The lady of Lieut.- Colonel Black, 
d son. 

At Durie, the lady of C.IM. Christie, 
Esq. a son. 

2G. At Granton House, IMrs Jardine, 
a son and heir. 

27 . At Rurwood-housc, the Right Hon. 


ivaine, a sini. 

: KdiTibivrj^ Mrs 
.lid, a daiignter. % 


Mrs Ferguson of 


T .adv T .ovaine. 

^ /WAt 
^Adedniuiid, 

* 31. At M alines, tlie lady of Archibald 
IVIaenab, Fs({. of iMaenab, a son. 

Lately, at Whitelec^, ])arish of Syming- 
ton, i\Irs Hugh Laiukay, a son, being her 
^elfth phild, and first son. 

— At Manchester, Ann, the wife of 
Joseph<^Vehb, a poor staymaker, of three 
girls, 'flu; faljier is above (b>, and the 
mother 37 ; add he has had by this mar- 
riage six tdiildren, and by a former ^ife, 
twtiity-one. 

Si-: i*T EM mill 2. At Cuckney, in Not- 
tinghamshire, the lady of Sir (rcorge 
Eyre, K.C.B. a daughter. • 

3. At Hillsborough, the Marchiongs's 
of Downshirc, a daughter. 

5.. At I.^don, the lady of Adfhiral Sir 
J. Beresford, Bart, a daughter. 

— At Surat, the lady of John Romcr, 
Esq. a son, 

14 


7- At Exeter, the lady of Lieut.-Col. 
Ellis, of* the Innigkilling Dragoons, a 
daughter. 

— At I.ondon, the lady of James Kin- 
loch, Esq. a son. ^ 

— At I.ausannc, lady Sinclair, a still- 
born child. • 

-y- At Heriot-Row, Edinburgh, Mrs 
Wisliart, a daughter. • 

8.* At Fogorigg, Mrs Bird, ftlaughter. 

— At Edinburgh, the lady of John 
iMansiield, Esq. a son. 

f). At Westwood, near Southampton, 
the lady of Rear-Atlmiral Otway, a daugh- 
ter. 

— •At Rroornliall, tlic Countess of El- 
gin, a daugliUr. 

10. In Edinburgh Casrto, tlie lady of 
jMajor Graham, sstli regiment, a son. 

— At Edinburgh, 3Irs Ilagart of Ran- 
taskine, a daugliter. 

7 “ At Edinburgh, the lady of Robert 
Abercrombie, l'is((. ^I. P. a daughter. 

« 11. At Ann.'uj]), tlie Countess of Castle- 
stuart, a daii;.* liter. 

— !]\Irs Al'ickintosh, Nairn Grove, 
Nairn, a son. 

12. At (rraiigehill, IMrs Patrick of 
'i’rearne, a son^ 

13. At Curdington, tlic Hoji. Mrs Wal- 
degravt*, a son. 

1 L.At KingsbarnsAIansc, MrsAVright, 
a daughter. 

15. x\t Rafford Alanse, MrsMackay, a 
son. 

18. At Mbiodlands, Yorkshire, Lady 
Rellingliain (rralyim, a daughter. 

20. At London, tlie lady of tht**Hon. 
x\kxander Alurri^y, a son. 

— xVt I.ondon, the lady of Sir AVil- 
liam Duff (h)rjon, Bart, a daughter. 

21. xVt Norwich, tlie lady of Captain 
Keni^aly Clark, Royal Dragoons, a son. 

23. The lady of Robert (Igle, Esej. of 
Eglinghain, a son. 

24. At London, Airs Jitevons, twins. 
Airs S. has now been the m^itlicr of 2(> 
chiklren. 

2(>. At xVbbey Hill, near Edinburgh, 
Lady Alenzies of Alenzies, a son. 

27. At laiusannc, the lady of Lieut.- 
Col. Wauehopc, a daughter. ^ 

— xVt the Alanse of Pencaitland, Airs 
Alackeller, a son. 

30. At Cambray, the lady of Alajor- 
General Sir John Lambert, K.C.B. a son. 
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Irately, Her Highness the Archduchess 
of jClodena, a daughter. 

— At Cork, the laefy of Col. Douglas, 
?)7th regiment, a son. 

— At Aspley Mall, the lady of H. Wil- 
loughby, Esq. M. P. a son. 

OcTOBKiul. At Sanson-house, the lady 
of ^latthew Bell, Esq. a soli. ^ 

- — jVt College, Glasgow, Mrs JMeikle- 
ham, a'^dStflghter. ' 

2, At AbcrcrixTby Place, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Ogilvy, a daughter. 

— At Hermaiid, the lady of Thomas 
Alaitland, younger of Dundrennun, Esq. 
advocate, a son. 

4. At Arnage, JMrs Boss of Arnage, a 
son. 

— AtClifto*, the Marchioness of Ely, 
a son. 

5. At Barjarg, the lady of William F. 
Hunter, Ksq a daugliter. 

— Tlie Uiglit lion. I.ady Caroline Ayu 
Macdonald of ('lanronald, a daughter. 

(i. At Corfu, the lady of the lion. Ccl 
Patrick Stuart, a son. 

7. At Fraserfield, Mrs Forbes, a son. 

— At lanidon, the lady of the lion. 
Charles Law, a daughter. 

— At Aberdeen, Mrs I^urnctt of Park, 
a daugliter. 

9. At KeAy, the lady of the Hon. Col. 
Ramsay, a daughter. 

— At I.ondon, Mrs Stuart, a daughter. 

10. At A'orJ; -Place, Edinburgh, Airs 
Hunt of Pittencrieff, a son. 

11. At Fennoy House, Ireland, the 
lady of Sir .1. Anderson, Bart, a daughter. 

— The wifeof Jolin Afaclaggan, wheel- 
wright, Aberfeldy, a bo]^ and two girls. 

12. At Sandgate, the lady of Captain 
William Hamilton, a son. 

— At York, Airs AlUncr of New- 
monkton, a son. * • 

15. At Alunslies, Airs Alaxwell, a son. 

16*. The lady of Lieut.-Col. Sir Hew 
Dalryinple Kqss, K. C. B. of the Royal 
Horse Artilh ry, a son. 

— At Hatton Castle, the lady of Gar- 
den Duff', Esq. a son. 

— At Glasgow, Mrs Andrew Hamil- 
ton, a daughter. ^ 

— The lady of G. H. Jackson,*Esq. of 
GPenmore, a son. 

17. At Old Aberdeen, Airs Col. Eor- 
be.s, a daughter. 

IS. At (7corge Street, EdinbuTgh, Mrs 
Russell, a son. • ♦ 


20. At Duke Street, Edinburgh, Mrs 

Grant, a son. f 

— A^ Dublin Street, Edinburgh, tly? 
lady o1^J|Iajor Alston, a son. 

21. Atf'Ednam, JMrs PeXcr Robertson, 
a daughter. 

— At \\k)odbinl3 Cottage, Brixton-hill, 
the ladj^of Lieut.-Col. Alackenzic, a son. 

2:i. AjjiSporle, the lady of the Hon.^ 

tl Rev. A Tumour, a daughter. 

— In Gayfield Place, Edhiburgh, Mrs 
Nicholson, .. daughter. . 

26. The lady of the*' Rev. C. Harding, a 
daughter. 

27- At Castlecraig, the Hon. Lady 
CJibson Carmichael of Skirling, a son. 

28. At Aberdeen, Airs Alex. Forbes, a 

daughter. , * 

29. At Onniston Hall, the Countesf of 
Hopetoiin, a son. 

,‘iO. At Northumberland Street, Ihlin- 
burgh. Airs h'rottcr, a daughter. 

— Airs Laing Aleason of Lindertis. „a 
daughter. •“* 

— At Parknook,, Cumberland, Airs 
Charles Parker, a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, the lady of Captain 
Buinvortli, SSth regiment, a daugliter. 

— At North St David’s Street, Edin- 
burgh, Airs Dickson, a son. 

31. Airs ALLean, younger of Coll, a 
tlaughter. 

Lately, at Seaforth I^odge, Lewis, Airs 
Forbes Alackenzie, a son. 

— At London, Aady of (hipta/h 
Walker, R. X a son. I , 

Novj*;MHhK 4. Airs R. Yuille, Glas- 
gow, a son. 

5. At AIaxpofflo,''AIrs Scott, younger 
of Raeburn, a son. . 

— At FAlmondstone, the lady of John* 
Wauchopc, h's(j. a daughter. 

6. At Edinburgh, Mrs Lee, St An- 
drews, a son. 

— In Heriot-Row, Ihlinburgh, the 
lady ^f Sir James Douglas, a son. 

H. At Stevenson, the lady of Sir John 
Gordon Sinclair, Bart, a daughter. 

10. AtChevely, near Newmarket, her 
Grace the Duchess of Rutland, a son. 
•Jl. At IVonglity Ftrry, the lady of 
Sir William HViseman, Rart. a daughter. 

— AtTSand-liouse, vShetlani^i the lady 
of John CO 1 1,' j u n . FI sq . of Scalla wa^ >, a 
daughter. 

12. At Bath, the lady of (hpt. BuckUy 
R. N. a soil. 
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13. At Dulwich, in Sufry, the lady of 
Sir Robert GrahS^pn, Bart, a son. 

* 14. At Kensington, * t1^ * l^ady Capt. 

Spence, R. N. a daughter. 

— At Houjjhton, ^orkshire,^tne lady 
of the Hon Chas. I>angdale, a daughter. 

1^. Th^ lady of Major-General Need, 
a son. . *' 2 ^ 

^ 16. At Coi\tent-house; nd^piti^yr, the 
lady of Cajitain J&chibald l/tmllrton, a 
- daughter. • 


26. At|Edinburgh, Mrs Craufur^ of 
Auchinaines, a daughter. 

27. At Cullen-house, the lady of Col. 
Grant of Grant, M.P. a son. 

— Mrs Fraser of Faraline, a da^hter. 

28. .At JMonnond-housc, Mrs Cfcdou 

#f Cairnbulg, a son. • 

— At Caen, in Normandy, the lady of 
Lieut.-Col. Hay, a son. 


MARKIAOES. 


— At Edinburgh, the lady of Captain 
Steduian, adaughtft*. 

— At l),%lkeith, the wife of Johii^Ro- 
bertson, labourer, two sons and a daugh- 
ter. . 

17. At Auchlunios, JjCrs Gordon, a son. 
* ^18. The Jady of Licut.-Col. Balfour, a 
soi^ * 

20. Lafiy Frances Buchanan Riddell, 
a son. 

— The Right lion. Lady Caroline 
\5Coo(J!J a son. 

> * *^22. At Loruhsp, the lady of Sir W. 
Adams, a daughtci.^ 

23. *Tfie Countess of Abingdon, a son. 
— At Edinburgh, Mrs Greig of Hall- 
**groig^*a daughter. 

, 2.7. At Edinburgh, 3Mrs F. Tytlcr of 
WoodhoviseltH*, a daughter. 

26. At Edinburgh, Lady Elizabeth 
Hope Verc, a daughter. 

- Lately, at Lisbon, the lady of Briga- 
djuar-Cre iieral Sir J«Cani]d)oll, a daughter. 

^ f ^ of D. Alex- 
^«ider, Esq. a son and hef^j. 

'.Dkckmiier 2. At West}M)rt-house, the 
Marchioness of Slig^ a daughter. 

, — At Edinburgh, the lady of Lieut.- 
Col. Wardlaw, a siufc 

^ — Tbc lady of Captain Clarke of Be-^ 
inefSyde-house, a daughter. 

()• The Hon. Lady Ferguson, a son. 

11. At Iladflo-house, the Countess of 
Aberdeen, a son, 

5 12. A*t the Viceregal Lodge, pflblin, 

C^ountess of Talbot, a son. 

•14. At Tarvit, Airs Home Rigg of 
Alorton, a daughter. 

17. At Worthing, the Wdy of General 
Sir Richard Jones, a daughter. •* 

i — The lady of Thomas Bruce, Esq. of 
' Arnot, a son. * 

^f). At Glenkindy, the lady*of Sir A. 
T^eitli, a son and heir ; and soon after, of 
•cl second son, who died immediately after 
’birth. 


January 6. At Edinburgh, John PoU 
ivartli. Esq. to Aliss Adams. 

7. At TJnkwood, George Robertson, 
Flsq. one of the Depute Keepers of the 
Records of Scotland, to Miss E. Brown. 

9. Captain William Cameron, to <Mi^ 
Jean Cameron, of Stronej* 

13. Wm. Macknight Crawford, Esq. 
of Ratho, to Aliss Jane Crawford. 

— At Ayr, Dr Ash burner, of London, 
tci Aliss Farquhar Gray. 

— IJcut.-Col. wiIrGuy Campbell, Bart, 
to Aliss Frances Elizabeth Burgoyne, of 
Alark Hall, Essex. 

21. Thomas Boswell, Esq. of Black- 
adder, to Aliss IcUcy Anne Preston, Bath. 

22. The Earl of Longford, to Lady 
Gcorgiana Lygon, daughter of the late 
Flarl of Beauchamp. 

23. *iPfc^Iusselburgh, Alajor John Su- 
the^lulid iMnclair, to Alisa Frances Ram- 
say. 

30. Isaac Nicholson, ^Jsq. merchant, 
London, to Aliss Anne Grace Kinnear, 
Edinburgh. 

Lately, Right Hon. Lord Huntingfield, 
to Miss Blois, daughter of Sir Ci»Blois, 
Bart. . , 

— John Birket, Esq. to Lady Anne 
Lowther, ^li^l daughter of the Earl of 
Lonsdale. ' 

Hon. Air Longdale of Haughton, 
Yorkshire, to the Hon. Charlotte Clif- 
ford, daughter of Lord Clifford. 

February 3. A, Doiicaysoii Campbell, 
Esq. merchant, Glasgow, to Aliss J. Ala- 
ria. Dunlop, Househill. 

4. At Tirlioot, in Bengal, John Mor- 
rison, Esq. AI.D. to Miss Anne Sloane. 

6. Delvine, Uobert Smythe, Esq. of 
Alethven, to Susan, daughter \)f Sir A. 
Aluir Alackenzie, Bart. 

11. Sir John Anstruther, Bart. AI. P. 
to Jessie, daughter of Alajor-Gcn. Dewar 
of GilstSii. 

^ At Hun^oji, Herts, Capt. JaniCk 
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Keith Forbes, to IMiss Marion! (laujxhtcr 
of James Brown, Es(i. of Meaa Lodge. 

1(). At Aberdeen, the Rev. Gordon 
Forbes, to ]Miss Grant. 

17, At IMemel, Charles Stewart, Esq. 

to Miss Sierack. i 

18. At Fwtrose, Maj(ir Andrew Wood, 
to iMiss IMackenzie of N«wton. 

Patna, Henry Middleton, Esq. 
to iMiss^jTnnc Ochterlony. 

28. At RosebliTik, near Edinburgh, 
Duncan Burnet, Esq. of Woolwich, to 
IMiss Field. 

Lately, Sir Watkin William Wynn, 
Bart, to r.ady Burnet Clive, daughter of 
the Earl of l^ovis. 

— ]\Iajor-General JMoore, to Cecilia, 
only chilli of W. Watson, Esq. 

— Captain John T.. Stewart, to Sarah, 
daughter of the late Robert Morris, Es([. 

IMari'ii S. At Edinburgh, the Rev. J. 
L. Mills, to Anne Cecilia, daughter .of 
the late John Cr;ngie,i[^]sq. of (Quebec. 

6. At Albury \"ale, Surrey, Jas. Simiv 
son, Esq. advocate, to ]\Iiss ^laldeii, Put- 
ncy. 

JO. Colonel ^ lax well, to Miss Ann 
Hamilton, Fairhohn. 

11. At Edinburgh, 1 Cohort William 
Niven, Esq^ to IMiss Brown, latc^of Ja- 
maica. 

17. At Paris, Thomas Clifton, F/.q. to 
Mrs Campbell of Killdaloig, Argyleshirc. 

IS. At Dcsj.vt, Col. James (!ani})l)ell, 
to the Right Hon. L(uly Dorothea Cufle. 

— At Perth, James Stewart Robert- 
son, Esq. of Edrayndate,, to oMiss Stewart, 
Chill 

If). At Edinburgh, T^^obert Hunter, 
Esq. to IMiss Helen Warner. A’^deer. 

— At Edinburgh, Capt^fii j’ringle H. ' 
Douglas, R. N. to Mi^s Salisbury. 

20. At London, IMajor-Cireneral Sir T. 
Beckwith, K.C.B. to Mary, daughter of 
the late Sir William Douglas of Kelhead, 
Bart. « 

27. At Ghent, Major Henry Balncavis, 
to Georgina, daughter of Col. (irahamt 
2.0. At Edinburgh, F. A. Mackenzie 
Fraser, Esq. to Miss IMacleod, Harris. 

Irately, Captain John l^ewis S^Vewart, 
to JSarah;' daughter of the late Robert 
Morris, Esq. M. P. 

— Lieut.- General the Hon. Sir Wil- 
liam Lurnley, to I^ouisa Margaret, widow 
of the late IMajor Cotton. * 

Arnir. I. At tlie iMa ise of Dalkeith, 


the Rev. Dr Grierson, to Miss Jessy Sin- 
clair. f 

H. A. I^oiidon,,Lieut.-Col. AlcxamVr 
AndciC(vi, to Miss Riggc. 

— ’At Glasgow*, HughcDoiiglas, Esq. 
of Douglas Hall, to JMiss Agnes Peters. 

10. Cbfffles EJrl of March, eldcsj; son 
of tli^Jliikc of Riebmond, to Lady (’a- 
rolineJ\^•^; eldesl; daughj^er of tlieMar^ 
quis of Anglesea. 

11. At Edinburgh, ‘ Mr George Yule, 
merchant, IMiss L. Bi'lh Parksidc. 

1 U Charles W. Df Thomson, of Tor- 
hou^bimiir, Esq. to Miss Agnes Haiiny, 
Rlairimie. 

17. At Axminstcr, the Rev. John Pa- 
terson, of ]Vter&?)'uTgh, to Miss Greig, 
daughtt'r of the late Adniirf44/--eig. ^ 

21. At Edinburgh, Fanj uhardM ’ 10 .^ 1 ] >- 
bell, Es(p of Himtington, to Miss Raillie. 

■ — At Romhay, Lieut. Wm. Rhuk, to 
Aliss Farqiiharson. 

22. J’he Rev. Alex. Hill, of Ibi^ly. to 

Miss (h'awfurd, Xewtii'^J. '' '• 

21. At Uliobols, Ll.lnd of Is]ay, Lieut. 
Iluuh M‘l>ongall, to Miss Jane Campbell, 
Ardi tallow. 

2.>. At Edinhurgli, Col. Clias. Drascr,- 
of Inveralochy, to Jane, daughter of Sir 
Jolm Hay. 

28. At Edinhurgh, IMajor IMenzies, 
42d regiment, to Miss E. Burnett. 

2f>. At London, Earl l\rcy, to laidy 
Charlotte Floivntia CJive. 

JO. AtCBese, J , 

Col. J. S. AVilljimson, C.B. to Miss Ma y ^ 
lean, (oese. 

Jaitely, at Ish' of Man, Major IVPDmi* 
gall, to Anne, daughter of the Hon. Go- 
vernor Snu'lt. * 

. — Sir William Hasle, Rart, 'R. N. to 

Lady Harriet ^^'alp()ll^ third dangliurof 
the Earl of Oxford. ^ ' 

May 7. In the Isle of Skye, Olans 
Maclcod, Esq. of Eiiisli, to Ann, tliird 
daugKti^ of Alexander Macalistcr, JCsq. 
of Strathaird. < 

13. At London, Tliomas IMackenziv, 
Esq. MLS. to JMiss IMargaret Elizabeth 
Mackenzie. 

*V). At Edinburgh, Captain Donald 
Aluckenzie, to Miss Jamieson. 

21. At* Edinhurgli, Janies A. Stewart, 
Esq. of Glasserton, to the Hon. LadydI. 
Mackenzie, of Sealbrtli. 

21. At Edinburgh, Ewan IVEPhersony^ 
Esq. of Demcrara, to Miss M‘G ri gor. 
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